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“. You are fortunate to have the capable Ann.Morey, who - operates the T .

0
3

H1gher Educat1on/Commun1ty College Program with such 1nte111genée\and N

such 3ntens1ty s Dr. Morey invited me to the ﬁn1vers1ty, where 23 yearst RS

=
ago th1s week 1 rece1ved a master S degree in h1story, to .speak with you '-. -

’

‘about ‘some work we bave been do1ng oh commun1ty co]]ege futur1sm-and on

. the human1t1es 1n community co]]eges Last n1ght I dlscussed commun1ty

’ /t ‘
educat]on and soc1a] mob]]]ty Today E'm go1ng to ta]k about the. human1- o

Last night's talk was based on a-cr1.1ca1 analysis of trends as

l

Today s ta]k stems

t1es.
. revea]ed in the 11terature about commun1ty col]eges.
from fnformat1on that ‘we have been co]]ectﬁng for the past.three and - o :.@‘_
one*half years under grants from the Nat1ona] Fndowment for the.Human1t1es '

D1fferent ways of gather1n§ ]nformat1on' d"fferent‘prob]ems‘ dlfferent - ;

~ -

-conc]us1ons ¢ . e . "3‘ oo

[}

. - : ; ‘ ‘ S
_ We have been Study1ng the human:t1es in commun1ty co]legés nat1on* e ‘
o

The Endowment staff asked us to do these stud1es~because they are S I

—— . ’

wide.
*\‘goncerned w1th support1ng the human1t1es in all areas of Amer1can k1fe ) oL

and they wanted to know what is happen1ng to the human1t1es in two-year- ¢,
[} ‘w e,

co]]eges.
) ~

to them--thatgthe human1t1es in commun1ty ﬁo]]eges are dec]1n1ng 1n both

’ abso]j%% and relative numbers. As I report this_information, bear in

m1nd that’ at the- Center for the Study of Community Co]]eges are advocates

b
N " S

It will come as no surpr1se to you--as 1t ‘came asgy)surpr1se S
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. discip1tnes in which they are_embeddedjahd'transmitted: cultural anthro- s

- _oology and geography, history, fore%gn/ianguades, pd]itdcai:SCiences

:becadse they are covered under the National Endo‘ ent for the Arts but - .

. 1nc]udes thé study an¢ cr1t1c1sm of all” art fOrTs S

,,,about the human1t1es 1n¢two-year co]]eges It was an ‘extensive rev1ew
o coi]ege programs genera]]y, and much of the 1nformat1on about commun1ty Co

._:many peop1e teach the hUman1t1es 1n two-year col eges7 How many students
f1nd and pub]]shed the results in three monographs ‘ '

' . the spring of 1975. We very careful]y sampled the 1,200 commun1ty

[ :‘ _.', N v e
N L]

' for‘the‘humanities that 1s, in, add1t1on to downg research on patterns

. E

. of facu]ty 1nvo]vement curr1cu1um and 1astruct1on we' also mage recom- - .

mendat1ons to bolster the human1t1es I w111 account some oﬁ\those as ) T

P

we]] 4 . g > e, | ,

- I

‘9

]he Endowment'defihes'the humanities accordinglto the academic N ~

] ‘ . Rl

1

\ ;
ph1]osophy, 11terature and art mus1c and theater h1story'and apprec1at1on‘-‘

kcTudes the perform1ng arts a L .

19 d1sc1p11nes 1n all . The Endowment
s -

f0ur first task, undertaken in 1&24, was a review of thes]1terature : -

LA I

d1ff1cu1t to conduct because most of thé 1n.ornjt19n about human1t1es . ‘

\

programs, facu]ty, and students is embedded\?n stud1es of commun1ty

co]%eges is aggregated: with that ot\alJ h1gher éducat1on Accord1ng1y3

it was quite d1ff1cu]t to find answers to s1mp]e quest1ons such as ."How,

are there7 How marty courses?" Nonethe]ess, we,reported what we couid

ey

AL
The first or1g1na1 data co]ﬁect1on study we did was conducted T ,

601H@ges accordifig to region, size, andiiypetof’organization and control. -
One hundred fitty-six colleges partitipa ed’?n the study < We included

L]

" in the samp]e‘one-half the facu]ty, both “full t1meland part time, in

those colleges who were teach1ng one or more human1t1es courses. We + - (- . :

. N . -
ev . . s * > . ‘ M \,w




worked the survey rather v1gorous]y, send1ng out an 11-page quest1onna1re, ‘
A . z ¢ . ' 4

reteIV1ng an 84% response ' o . ‘ ‘ .

' - oWe learned a. lot about the facu]ty where’they come‘from- what- = " < -, :
' tq§y w1sh they were: do1ng, how they spend their time, what -journals they
read, what assoc1at]ons they be]ong to, how many hours they teach, what
- they wou]d lfke to.be downg f1ve years hence We arranged the 1nformat1on
\ ' accord1ng to academ1c d1sc1p11ne and accord1ng to co]]ege type A

v number of reports came from that study and were run ‘qut thrpugh d1sc1-

) p]1nary asspc1at1ons and through our Book The Two-rear Co]]ege Instructor

< ~ . . . . (.

I_Xﬁﬂa . ‘ ’ L. - '.,. :

In 1977 we d1d a study on course pattern1ng in the human1t1es " The

»

samp]e of co]]eges was e7panded to 178 agaln balanced by region, size, = . ' -

. ‘type of contro] and :/?én1zation we d1d.not use the college catangs L
to se]ect courses bu p ]

icked them from the L]&SS schedu]es because~a. ‘ E

catalog does. not glve a true p1cture of courses that are offered In ’ |
I v '

fore1gn languages$, for examp]e the cata109 may show German, I‘ II, III -

~

1V, Spanish I, II, III, 1V, French I‘\II III IV and S0 on, but the o B
.t 4 N . .'_ . '5
s . .class revea]s that only two sectionis of cohuersat1ona] Span1sh are T
‘adf) o,
e offered We counted every c]as? sect1on frem the schedu]es, us1ng the ", -

. cata]ogs only to ver1fy course descr1pt1ons and asked our contact at

-

the college for enrollments 1n those c]asses Jin spring 1975 and spr1ng

. : v -
(1977 - . LN ) ‘.“-.qu . e ‘o

O

In the second port1onqgf the 1927 study Ve addressed another "E . } ¢
quest1onna1re to the 1nstructors ask1ng how*tﬁgy taught the1r classes

-

what types of med1a they used =what klnd oﬁ asststance 1s ava1]ab]e to

- S, e

them, what the1r course. goals are the grad1ng patterns they:. ut111ze v ' -

; . ~ how many pages they requ1%e the students to read what types of exam1nat1ons

‘ .- . - N . . -

’ L) - .
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. they g1ve the percentiof c]ass t1me spent in 1ectur1ng and other kinds’

of act1v1t1es° v e SR 1 - \
A current phase of the study has us v1s1t1ng 20 co]]eges to try to.

f1nd out ‘what prope]s the human1twes up or down Jn those 1nst1tut1ons
We began the case study v1s1ts with the assumption that enrdjlments,
courses and’ effort expended on a part1cuaar area (1n this case human1t1es)
+is a function of the 1ntent of the people’ openat1ng'the 1nst1tut1bn' We ’
do not believe that 1t'1s some mystrca] result ‘of commun1ty des1res or
needs We fee] that community demands or student demands are very weak '.

o 1

as curr)culum Lnf{uences in compar1son with the demands of the profess1ona]
"hperators of the 1nst1tut1on This 1& not to sav that the 1nst1tut1on

shqut/)or should not be’ more respons1ve to the commun1ty, mere]y to

po1nt out that we feel the govern1ng board the adm1n1strators,-and the.

.facu]ty members make the curr1culum

We set out to test our assumpt1on We are v1s1t1ng each‘of the 20

_colleges, spend1ng from four to.six person days there,lta]k1ng with
'everyone we .can see: the pres1dent all the deans, at least a coup]e of

counse]ors, severa1 facu]ty members 1n the human1t}es everyone who is

~ -

E _ running a spec1a1 program, the chalrperson of the occupati%na] area,.the o
&, .

commun1ty serv1ce dfrector Us1ng a structured 1nterv1ew schedu]e we .

D
ask them why what we have fOUnd to be happen1ng 1s happen1ng Why are

the Luman1t1es 901ng up or down? Are you mak1ng'spe01a1 efforts Ao g

attract students to humanities courses? Can students get | humanltles
.credit w\thout taking human1t1es courses’ wa many hours qf humanltles
are requ1red for graduat1on’ what percent of students “in human1t1es = ”

courses are enrolled in occudat1ona1 programs9 Who 1s be1ng empﬂoyed to

. teach the human1t1es? Is t ere any_ human1t1es content .in the‘bccupat\ona]

2
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K courses-themse]ves§ Is anyone on the . board support1ve of or antagon1st1c

T e R !

. to the human1t1es7 What resources are ava1]ab]e to 'the human1t1es )
. v g&’
<, ¥

." ; ‘ We are now‘ha]fway through the case studies, having v1s1tedgten/

facu]ty'7 . T : .

. Lo~

. .co]leges We have been pair1ng 1nst1tut1ons where poss1b]e two,pn

e

’ Kansas two in F]or1da th in I]]1no1s two in Tennessee, so that we |

¢
N ‘can neutra]1ze the’pffect of. stateﬂiaws and policy stdtements that come _

. out of state commun1ty co]]ege boards’ or state departments of educat1on

we are try1ng to p1ck 1nst1tut1ons where the human1t1es seen to be very
strong or very weak based on\types of courses and enrollments.

] A}

going in and probing to find out what types of influences are at work.

~ e are,

. . And we have reached some tentat1ve conc]us1ons .

1
Before talking about our conc]u51ons from the case studies, 1et me

go. back to\the facul y survey and coﬁment about some of our. f1nd1ngs
. ’ We began the surVey beﬂ1eV1ng that if there was éne group on the campus
| that was gonﬂg to Be understand1ng and support1ve of the humanities it '
wou]d be the facu]ty\ We didn't expect to find support across the board
..,, by pres1dents or deans because they have to be evenrhanded app1y1ng
:/*equal treatment to all curriculum areas

\ »
We were appalled at what we learned.

Buta we "did expect, support from
the peop]e teaeh1ng the human1t1es

The facu]ty act like battle-weary so]d1ers crouch1ng down in the trenohes

*

) ' ~'They tend not td be concerned w1th the humanities curr1culum in genera]
At best they try to ma1nta1n the1r 1ntegr1ty as teachers of human1t1es

But 1n many cases they have_. surrendered even

.v

. 1n the1r own c]assrooms
=y

.,'y

,,'u.-‘\

~,r'that author1ty,gabandon1ng thé&r comm1tment to the1r aCadem1c disciplines.
O R

"

They.iend ot to read the 11terature in their field; they do not write; '

o v
. o

" théy do not attend profess1ona1 meetings; they dre unconcerned about the
e

~ L] ’ r .
.
. s ° C o [l -
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ldeas surround1ng them and prope]11ng the1r work Not to say that all
ﬁnd1v1dUa15.f1t the definition, on]y to polnt that as a character1zat1on ]
of the- facuTty as a whole, th1s is the tendency
Why has th1s tendency come about’ Part of the reason may be the

| commun1ty co]]ege faculty's roots in the secondary schoo]s where susp1c1on
of administrators Tack of concern with academic d1sc1p11nes and the .
pract1ce of h1d1ng beh1nd cTassroom dooys is the norm Part of it. may

' aTso'be becausa the facu]ty feels betrayed they ca@e 1nto the institu-
tions to teach college-parallel courses but found themse]ves fqrced to

| Yo

do var1ous types of remedial- ano deve]opmenta] work‘W1th a studentm

popu]at]on they had not anticipated. And, part of‘1t has to do wtth the‘~* h

TocaT or1entat1on oféan 1nstructor in an 1nst1tutlon that 1s dedicated"
p

to serv1ng a local uTace Part may also be due to the1r fear thags

\'w.

they may be comp]eteTy stopped fr0m do1ng the JOb that they,thought they

were go1ng to do. We haye, heard facu]ty members say, "I teach French
%

; | %
When Tanguages were requiyed I had 27 students 1n.hy cTass Then they

~

droppe the Tanguage requi ements ahd my cTasses feTT from 27. to 21 ﬂ.[

then 13 and th1s .year I met my c1ass and found seven students What\am ;

- l go1ng tp do9 I -won t ‘have Cyone Teft They will make me teach S

someth1ng that I am i1i- equ1ppéd te teach wo Y B ‘;'9 ot

", In react1on against ‘these, fears the facu]ty have tr1ed to protect .
.:themselves with a var1ety of work‘rules contracts coT]ect1ve barga1n1ng
agreements frtnge benef1t9, work]oad formu]as They have sa]d in

effect “I can't hand]e the problem of curr1cu]um and I have to protect

SN
myself "y Mas]ow would have understood 1t the human1t1es 1nstructors
3
are down to the Tevel of physrca] safety They have~got to protect
-' ‘ & - ‘D?» ' . :"v . ) -
. S ?é\

N

i
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' themselves, and they are“B%comlng very vigorous in defense of themse]ves

; . . :
and thelr pos1t10ns in the 1nst1tut1ons T S
~

v The data com1ng from our survey of enrollments conf1rms the facu]ty S

]

fears Between spring 1975 and spr1ng 1977 enrﬂﬁ]ments in the co]]eges

4 \

. Tn our sample were up by 7.4%; enro]]ments in a]] human1t1es courses
weré down by 3%, Some dlsclpllnes showed drast1é dec]lnes ' cu]tura] -
anthropo]ogy was down Y0%; art hlstory, down 6%; ‘history, 8%; literature,

. 13% mus1c appreclataon,w9é phllosophy, 8%. 0n1y three of the d1sc1p11nes
in the human]tles went. agalnst the trend po]xtleaT sc?ence was up by,
5%, probab]y because Amer1can govérnment is still requ1red in most )
colleges and because adﬁﬁn1strat1on of Justwce prograris are becom1ng
more preva1ent Integrated humanities courses are up by 6% 1n enro]]ments

« ° with courses like Modern Cu]ture and the Arts or Survey of the Human1t1es'
which -integrate the art, music, phwlosopny, and Tﬁterature of Western
thought, cannibalizing enrollments fron the specific courses Foreign .
]anguage enrollments went up‘by 9% wrth a]] the increase coming-in

Spanxsh and Eng]lsh as a Second Language ESL was up 84% in two years

P

,and has now overtaken French for second place amon commun1ty college”
]anguage study Spanlsh hags more than half the/gﬂzollments Tn fore1gn :

1anguages A]] other ]anguages have dec11ned markedly.

> .

In actua] numbers hlstory st]]l has the greatest enrollments, but'.
it is dropplng rap1d1y Po]1t1ca1 science, including government‘and
law, is in second place and closing rapidly. Thejforeign 1anguages are .

-} e L
th1rd Then comes literature, but‘that too is dnopplng and in time
may be supp]anted by the integrated human1t1es courses whlcﬁ are next 1n .
terms,of enroTJments. Phl]osophy, art h1story, music apprec1at10n,

cultural anthrbpo1ogy, and re]1g1ous studles follow 1n'propor2:on of ' .

enrollments among the humanit{eSu ) vl
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The number of facuity members teaching in these areas are somewhat

different Foreign ]anguages is in third p]ace in enrp]]ments but ﬁas.'
re]atively fewer faculty members because there i's very 1itt1e crossover.

- [

Someone teaching Spanish and French would be counted as one instructor

' in the foreign 1anguages. Similarly, history and po]iticai sc1ence are

often‘paired Literature on the other hand, has a great number, of
instructors because most of the peop]e teaching 1iterature teach one

course only and.- make the rest of thetlr 1oad in English composition

We have some/information from the c]ass section survey 'as well. We

can tell yol that average enro]iments per class section in the humanities

stand at 28 The range is from/atﬂoWwof 19 students in the average
a
foreign 1anguage class to.a_high of 37 students in the interdisc1p11nary

L}

humanities courses. _Only 12 of 860}L1a$s sections that we samp]ed had

4

100 or more students enro]]ed "54 of them Thad fewer than ten students

enrolled (most of these were in‘fore\yn languages). The larger class

sections tend;to Be taught by the_facu]ty members with the most experience.

Part timers and newcomers tend to teach smaller.classes. ‘ ‘.
We learned about the amountsof ctass time that instructors spend on
t; various activi{ies They'lecture 45% of the time° class discussion

0CCUp1eS“21% of c]ass _time; reproducible med1a are used 10% of the time q.h-
VS
Wwhile student verba] presentations take up 8% of the class time on

’ -
- 4éayerage. ¢The foreign 1anguage c]asses‘are most 1ikely to have yerba]

¢ .

presentationS° remove them from the samp]e and the average mou]d drop

Well below 8%.) Quizzes and examinations take up another 8% of class

time4 There are other variations by disc1p]ine the anthropology
ﬂinstructors tend to use films heayi%y; peopie in art history use slides -

and filmstrips music appreCJation instructors were unanimous in saying

that they use audiotapes and cassettes and records frequentiy

S%
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We were also concerned about thetnumber of pages that instructors N

expect students to read. We haye‘heard much talk, as 1ndeed you have, .

" about the decline in Titéracy and we wanted to verify,how much reading

is required. ’The‘average number® of pages that instructors mandate'their-
®

students to read in textbooks comes to 345 with most reading required in
the 11terature and re11g1ous studies c]asses The foreign languages aYe' )
well below the noym in the number of pages they require. Aroundvtwo-'

thirds of thevihstructors‘are we]]asatisfied with\the texts; the others

would Tlike to change' them. Ha]f the 1nstructors had tota] say in the

se]ecg!bn of texts for their c]aséEE ‘The sma]]er colleges seem more

»

inclined'to allow 1nstructors to select their bwn textS’ hence small

co]]ege 1nstructors are more. 11ke1y Bo he sat1sf1ed W1th those materials.
Y '
Other requ1red reading 1nc1udes an average 110 pages in 6b11ect1ons of

14

read1ngs ;n ‘classes wheré these are ut111zed 55 pages 1n reference

<

. books; 31 pages in magazine. articles; and 13‘page5~1n thgse classes that

\/- ;

Py Y .o )
utilize newspapers. ‘ - _ .

‘ 4 ’x;(
Grading in the human1t1es c]asses is determ1ned pr1mar11y by essay .

examinations and qu1ck-score or obJect1ve tests a]though 28% of the

ihstrdhtors rely heav11y on papers written outs1de of*c]ass Other -

act1vqt1es are less 11ke1y to be: emphas1zed in ass1gn1ng grades to
students: c]ass d1scuss1ons 14A papers written in class 12%; oral
-.\4

rec1tat1on 10%; regular class attendance 10%; -and f1e1d reports,

workbook completion,’ and‘;nd1v1dua1 discussions w1th 1nstructor to a

T ) -

lesser extent. There/are\gany differences by d1sc1p11ne.w1th the litera-

ture.instrdctors host likely, to ‘be concerned with papers written outside

/

'. e A

of class, foreign 1anguage 1nstré;}ors least. The qu1ck-score or ob3ect1ve

test is. most frequent]y seen in the anthropo]ogy, p011t1ca1 science, and .
\
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music appreciation classes.

ﬁequfrihg regular class attendance as an

s

71mportant detetminant’ of the stﬁde t's grade is seenf’verwhe1m1ng]y in

Q§~the music apprec1at1on c1asse5p More than three-fourths of the clas3’

.
.

A

sect1ons are graded on* an A, B, C D,,F sca]e 16% on A, B, C/no credit.
Pass/fa11 pass/no cred1t A, B, G/no credit grading pract1ces are seen

1n on]y a_few c]asses. The -grading opt1ons other than A, B, C,; D, é*are':

' o

&4
practically never seen 1n¥the sma]]er 1nst1tut1ons.

¢

We asked the 1nstructors what it would take to ‘make the1r c]asses -

+

better

The overwhe]m1ng first cho1ce was’ "avaq]ab1]1ty”of more/media  #

A

or instructional mater1als,.aw1*n

-

1nstructor release time to deve]op

- ate; our prédiction seems ‘as though it will ho]d

o

° course and/or mater1a]s," a?d "professiona] development opportun1t1es

" for 1nstructors," running a c]ose second and th1fd “More than one-third -

of the ]nstructors‘chose those opt1ons. Practicdlly none of the instruc- °
s # . . .

. o ) . 3 .~
tors felt that "fewer or no prerequisites Tor admission to class," wou]d

help, but 22% of them wanted stricter prerequisites. Tw1ce as many .

(27%) wanted sma]]er c]asses as compared with those (13%) who fe]t that

larger Classes would be, a benef1t v

«

In spr1ngﬁ1975 we found 14% of the human1t1es instructors w1th the

"doctoraT degree and pned1cted a rapid rate of increase reach1ng to 20- o

22% by 1980.,

J L
A3

We are, gather1ng some fasc1nat1ng 1nformat1on in our bn-s1te v1s1ts
One th1ng we have found certainiy no surpr1se toyou, is that a sma]l -
group of concerned 1nstructors in the human1t1es can make a bag difference.
One V1gorous 1nstructor from ]1terature or- fore1gn 1anguages -nt doesn t

matter where--can get @ogether w1th tWo or_.three 11ke-m1nded 1nd1V1dua]s -

[4 4

and have aeiremendous 1mpact_on the types of courses,that are offered

-~
- b ’ °

b . AN - .-
. - N . * .

In fa]J 1877 near]y 19% of the instructors held the doctor- . .
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: S
~ . . . St ‘ !
- . . v S : % - . ’ . -
. and the ‘number of stud@enrolled in them. Impact comes 1n a number. © ..
. of ways. Let me offer some examp]es JWe wvent to one co‘l]ege where the . ;/ ‘

‘
~ - ' ’

' humanities tende'd to be weak and asked about occupa‘,hona] programs ~No T ﬁ'

. -

. human1t1es courses were requ1red for otcupatwna] students, a student > *

‘. v Pl )

may get an associate ih science degree w’1thout g humanities course, : _'_

fu']tﬂ]ing his general education requirements .'in:other areas. We went = .
:. ~ o
. to anb§her coHege in_the same s%e where every occupa.t1ona1 program  J R

5 requir d at’ ]east one‘\uman1t1es course Some of the programs requ1red v

an '1ntegrated human1t1es course whﬂe »other pnograms requ1red certgin
. t F e R ) ..
human1t1es e ectwes. , ‘ % s
What is happemng? The co]]eges are 1ess than 50 mﬂes apart ' -
. operat1ng in the ,same k1 nd of env1ronment and drawi ng students grom thé

-/

. same types ‘of sogbeconomm backgrounds The po1nt, is that in the - A

1nst1tut1on where the Quman1t1es courses are requ1red in every ocCupatm..a]

progra‘m there - 1s a v1gorous core of human1t1es 1ristructors--the cha1r- “. * '
person of the human1t1es department and five f’acu]ty members .'Th'e © o, B "‘ :

- co]]ege has 000 studfnts, tthe ha]f dozen facu]ty members are\no’t° .y "l
. b1g< percentage of ther 1nstru’ctors However, they do their® hon*lork __,;.':_u

buﬂd a very strong integrated human1t1es course, ‘don't apo]og1ze for 1 o

it, present it as a va]uab]e course, and sell 1t in the currfcu]u;n

3\ ! [Ny .
comm1ttee Y’ spoke to the cha1rperson of the techmcaldprograms at = ¢ .

a .
- . ' "

. that&cq]]-ege wha sdid t,bat the programs in h1s area all have trade *
T 4 .
" advisory councils, union-and. business people: \:IhO advise on the programs.

Frequent]y, he sa{d the ddvi sory councils wiTl recoh1h1'end that the

', L]
program drop the human1t1es requirement and fﬂ] the time mth a part1cu1ar ‘.
. IR
skﬂ] such as: typ1ng The chairperson of the occupatmnal area takes: .
S " that proposa1 to.the curriglul'uni\' comfni.ttee, runs.into éthat group of :‘ E e
‘ : ) Ny " . , ' ) < - . . R . \
~ .- - . .
. " - ’ . ’1' 2 N
- / - L @ . " » . . . * 5 . ‘1’
. - ;oo . \ ) N !
(S ‘\* - - ) 4 .\ " ’ g
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]

L shou]d be. changed They perce1ved t%; adm1n1strat1on as‘belng antagon1sL1c ~

way, the generaf égg}ew1de requirement 1s s{x un in humanjties but ) !
. .
that co]]ege has a nine-unit, requ1rement--§0% more- 1s a\lot when you are " :
' talking. about-enrollment, funds,, and s;afﬁ1ng ' ﬂ,;‘ ‘ \L§>‘

* great dea] of pressure 'They cculdn't even change a textbook. We asked A

consrderab]y more on character1st1cs of the institution than they do on <

. the typeSfofféfop1e 1n the commun1ty If "the human1t1es 1nstructors put

/g . = .
rz . z
- = / f' : . ‘
. -humanities 1nstructors and goes back to his trades~adv1sory comm1ttee : o

saylng that if they drop the human1t1es requ1rement theyow111 1ose the

» /,_I

degree. That'g»what a y1gorous hhman1t1es f%cu]tigsan\d\% . And by the o

. The other 1nst1tut1on c]ose by had human1t1es instructors wh0/
tended to be"w1thdrawn, b1tteg9,rec1us1ve and host11e They d1dn t.

“th1nk much of ' each other They perce1ved\themse1ves as be1ng under K

gswhy and theyfsa1d 1t was a co]]egew1de dec1s1on and that they had no

wanput.to the co]]ege counc11s They sa1d they cou]dn t even get past
the1r own~department and get th%zpeop}e there to agree that the text -

Yet we talked to the pres1dent whq §%1d he cared about the human1t1es

11
‘We don t know wh?ch came f1rst the fact that’ they can t even agree

among themse]ves on chang1ng a textbook ‘or the perce1ved host111ty ! .
S - . ’
com1ng from the adm1n1strat1on v S - 1
. P ~\ ’ “\ * " &

In sum, we are'f1nd1ng that the strength of the humanities ﬂn the

1nst1tut1on 1s;on1y,marglna11y re]ated to the commun1ty in wh1¢h the

<

1nst1tut1on 1s 1ocated We -are go1hg to attempt ‘to ver1fy that content1oh

o

1n a number, of other ways for examp1e by running the enrollment and
curr1cu]um data for the 20 case study col]eges aga1nst other co]]eges of

the1r type 50 that we can match sma]] rurat 1nst1tut1ons ]arge urban " o S
‘ - L d
centers and S0 forth But we haVe seen that the human1t1es depend

-
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. ,that the community co]1ege is

4

' together a course ca]]ed “Human1t1es ina Techno]og1ca] Society," and u,.
amake it pert1nent to’ occupat1ona1 students, the trades adv1sory comm1ttees‘

:may grumble but the students take it.and may ga1n much from the course .

n
Y

/.
" As I sa1d at the outsét~ we are advocates in add1t1on 'to being

'educat1ona1 researchers We are maktng recommendat1ons to a number of

agencies We have discussed our f1nd1ngs with staff members at the, »

" National Endowment for the Human1t1es and suggested pyogram revisions.

[

The Endowment is becom1ng much more sens1t1ve-to the problems of the '
-humanities in the commun1ty colleges. We are a]so mak1ng recommendat1ons
” to state d1rectors of community co]]ege educat1on apd to adm1n1strator

groups. We are speaking to faculty members,.took we have made presenta-

—

tions to the Nationa? Humanities Facu]ty meet?ngs in Miami,\Kansas Cit&,

o~

‘Los Angé]es, and At]anta ‘We have been to meet1ngs‘ﬂf deans of 1nstruct1on
)

-and of human*t1es d1v1s1on cha1rpersons We have spoken to d1sc1p]1nary

’-assoc1at1ons I was at a meeting of the American Ph1]o]og1ca] Association .
in Wash1ngton two years ago, a group of c]ass1sts that dof™ t evem know

.Q.And that talk led to a ha]f-page article
dn the Wash1ngton Star. D, - . o

& L
- We are makrng dlfferent kinds of recommendat1ons to the d1fferent

“groups, all with the intent of strengthen1ng the human3t1es One of the’

¢ -4 !

th1ngs we are ta]k1ng about at the state 1eve] JS that . deferent1a]
fund1ng patterns'tend to be very deb111tat1ng If a commun1ty co]]ege

-

in’ Ill1n015 recenves $17\zer student perscred1t hour from the state for
' 1ts enrollmehts in the human1t1es and $90 per student per credit hour

- for enro]?ments in the nur51ng programs, some messages are belng trans-

) m}tted about~the value of one program ‘oyer another. "Wer1," they say, ‘
B

"it costs more to teach nursing than it does ‘to teach’ human1t1es "




- .

. Perhwks so0, but. why should that be the case? Trad1t1ona}1y,.the humanities )
3
have»been taught by one person in a room with a group of people s1tt1ng

. /7“{ *in cha1rs The 1nstructor s equopment 1nc1udes a cha]kboard and an

e EY 4

-éraSer To teach nurs1ng you have to have a c11n1c w1th-equ1pment and

T,

furn1sh1ngs--an entarely d1fferent pattern of teaching In.automot1ve

repa1r there must be machinery and tools. 1 have-seen auto'repair shops
about twice as b}g as th1s room w1th a quarter of a milliopn dollars " * ) 5-:
} worth of equ1pment in them Yetgmhe $17 per creth hour for humanities
. students can be made even cheaper; just put. more peop]e in the room. .~ "{ ", i
‘. Much of that attitude is.a result of a long h1story of the faculty : h\_)”g
teaching human1t1es who rea11y believe that. that is a]] that is necessary.‘
Why don t the faculty 1n _music apprec1at1on say, "In order to- 1earn to . !

apprec1ate mus1c each of my students has tdﬂhave his own stereo set and

4

= a coup]e of thdred records and the col}ege shou]d buy it for him. "# wry
don't the faculty 4n art history say, "Our students should have funds to | '?
travel 10~ mueeums to see the or1g1na] works. " Why shou]dn t the-anthro-
po]ogy instructors say, "We can t teach anthropo]ogy un]ess our students

., are paﬂd 0 travel to archae]og:cal digs." The po]1t1ca] se]edge 1hstruc-,“

B tons cou]d 1ns1st that if students are going to 1earn therway dec151ons K E
are really. mad% in government they have to apprent1ce to bureaucrats in, - ‘ ' 7/
commissions and agenc1es that they can 't Tearn government by study1ng .

. the tr1partqte'system of chagks and ba]ances on the nat]ona] level, that )

" that's not whére government decisions are’ made | ‘
A s1m31ar content1on can be made for every drsc1p11ne w1th1n the ’ ? ) R
human1t1es The po1nt JS that the 1nstructors trad1t1ona]]y have been

fwrapped up. in a d1fferent<mode of th1nk1ng They think that all they

- need is a group of students W1th them in a c]asséﬁom And so,” the ‘ ' ' e

t LY “

i ’ ‘+
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nurs1ng educators get the c11n1cs the automot1ve repa1r Jprograms get
the equ1pment and the human1ties 1nstructors get cha]kdust on their
pants. 'L don tsthlnk that«we are go1ng to\have much success getting "the

state boards to change those fund1ng formulas, The P cept1on that, it

‘e *y

costs more to teach career programs than it does to teach, the human1t1es

v °

is very deep]y set w1th the pub]1c the adm1n1strators, and y]th the

L

“faculty themsel‘es oo , - .

- Vo e

[N

‘We have beeq recommend1ag to the human1t1es 1nstructors that they v

. s 3

organize lay. adv1sory comm1ttees to the1r programs the way . the occupatnOna]

educators have dohe. The éhm§n1i1es advocates need a ]ay adv.sory v

committee to come ‘in aml offer curricular adv1ce. They also need contacts

¢

S~

with the pub]1c for program “support, for student necru1t1ng, for student

placements. The pres1dents could organ1ze—those comm1ttees very eas11y,
..out they tend not to. The human1t1es 1nstructors themse]ves must do it.

They need the communlty connect1on,- They need a group "to ‘champion ‘their

& ~

cause when the humanities course requ1rements come under attack as they
sp frequent]y do. They need a group to tell them where their students

can~find mean1ngfu] emp]oyment These adv1sory comm1ttees can be compr1sed

N of ]aymen who are concerned w1th the human1t1es. a local’ museum d1rector

1rhrar1ans newspaper'reporters rad1o and te]ev1s1on persona11t1es,

¥

even corpo;at1on exetut1ve5‘who have a dilettantish 1nterest in the

human1t1es Every community has sUch peopte; 1t rema1ns for the human1t1es

*
.

'» N 1nstructors to seek them out and 1nvo]ve them in d1scuss1ons of the

program. Many of the presidents we have spoken to cannot even. 1dent1fy~

& person on the1r faculty whécis part]cu]ar]y concerned ‘with the humanities -

I [
-

,program,‘they will say, "Oh yes, there is M}ss_§m1th 1n'11terature or .

Mr, Jones in Spanish," but they have no idea of-what's going on in a
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e 'aff114ated w1th the human1t1es programs, they m1ght

R L et N ‘
. . . | ) .
\

broad programmat1c-sense. If there were a lay adv1sory comm1ttee c]ose]y

‘s A
be more 1nc]1ned to

!

not1ce.

i

l
) I

.
. . .

I have recounted some of the work we have been doing w1th the A

human1t1es 1n communlty co]]eges nat1onw1de. We have much data,_we are’

.\\ .

v

. something tha? interests him very much--whether it's Pla o or the .
T

" of vfew1ng instruction in the commun1ty colleges. We feel that the

mak1ng many other recommendations and we have issued _many reports some

: of them noted on the flyer prepared by the ERIC CIear1nghouse for Juhior A
Co]feges.: These reports are available.to you. dust write forvtheM? We .0 \\’)
haveﬂlearned‘mUch,'and'we’p]an.to,continue working in tﬁe.area fo.'a -
while 1ohger. But we can on]y do so @uch:‘ Much depends on thefinstructors B .

B | .

broader view. They s1mp]y cannot rema1n,beh1nd the1r .classrogr doors‘

his professional 1ife in a room with a few students;'talk ng about s -

£ .“ ~
Renalssance.

he work rules that have ar1sen to protect 1nstructors . 5

4%
iThere w1ll always ‘be a cha]kboard.and seven students wh will want to

, a d1ﬁfé;ent way

-

11sten. However we, are’ ta]k1ng about*a d1fferent ro]

-

humanities deserve a‘p]ace in the calleges apd-thdt th

R

instructors who

. v . .
teach the humanities must work to keep them there. Th v must -get 9P?»°f
'their’clasérboms,;form'thgjn support}groupé, become active on the curric-

ulum committees, rewrite their courses, writé instructional materials,
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buﬂd portwns of” then' courses .espec1a11y for. the k'mds of students .
IA

f.hey ‘h.avg. Th1s cannot be done by a rec]uswe group, it takes -4 v1gorous,

4 committed ‘sej‘. of 1nstr'uc1;_or's.~ No one is* go1ng to do”it for théﬁ
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