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Recently I was in Kansas-Gity for a reading tonvention. I had a chance b

to disten to such people as Bill Martin, Jr., Kenneth Gpodman, Donald Durrell,

BiT Durr, L'Eo Fay, Ed Fry, Jerry He1ss and the topplng on this cake of fme P
\
speakers was poet/authon/entertamer Maya Ange]ou It was, ta say the leastL

+ »

an exc1t1ng tune and.a stlmulatmg experlence _
On the 1ast day of the convention I went Yo breakfast with a friend 'of mine

on the faculty at the University of mssouri Kansas Cxty Hhen she Tet me off

" i
back at my hotel, the conventlon center uas shmly Jamned with thousands of

v.

cars and people. Lines of people cirtled both large convention centers.

Obviously, .I decided, I must have missed the final-reading convention highlight.
1 -

Maya Angelou had attracted perhaps “two thousand people ang Bill Martioh'about'

the “same, but there were tens of thousands of people here now ‘and many were
elementary school and junior high school students wi th their parents Was it
qule Hinton -or Richard Peck I wondered"/ “Was someone about to annoynce a new =/

-

readab1th fomdra? Was 1 suppose to be speaking ‘and no one had mentioned it

.to me" . ) .-

) ¢ ‘
I entered 'the/llobby of my hotel and saw Maya Angelou and several of the other

[y ’% ) )
_major speakers-get out of the elevator. IS tm’s what everyone had en waiting

' for? No one é_\}fen notlced these convention speakers as they qu1et1y stood in ’

P

particularly intense jundor high school student who was 1eading her mother to- ,
/’

uards the great throng of peop]e I d1rected,my question to the girl., “Excuse
me, .»'hhat s going on?" I stasmered. She looked 'directiy th'houfy\ me towards

- -
3
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his name doesn t ring a bell,

the auditorium apd screamed.
— ’r—. ¢

~ T SERIES BOUKS/Z

. ‘. S - : Té

[ .

- 'Y

[ - - -

’ .

"He's in there! Oh , God, he's_ in there!"

turned away in embarassment

Pedple were t_'eaking at us and 1

But then 1 thought, if indeed this is the. second

comng, do I want to be caught turmng away in enbafrassment" hy young friend

was now crying so I tumed to ber mother. Luckily she tQok pity on my. ignorance,

: "Don't you know"" she said with a nnxtu f.dis€ust and pity. ”Shaun . -
Cassidy's }nS'lde I stood scratching my he@f she was ‘pulled by her dazedr,—~

N .

k)

crazed and crying daughter .

Now I can't imagine thet there are those of you who work with ,youngsters who \
e

have not become acquainted with thﬁ teeaage phen‘omenon of Shaun Cass1dy but if
he s the son gf,cthe 1ate actor Jack. CaSS’ldy and

the brothér of another teenage superstar Dav1d Cassidy. -
P4

At this point some of you may. weH ask v#aatt/m,s__% to do with Tom S\nft

the series books, and adodescent’ reading" Simp?y, Shaun tassmy wa’s catapulted .

to fame with his starring ro)e as_ one of the Har S, in the new TV series

seen on\SUnday nights, “The Adventures of* Nancy Drew and the Hardy Boys."

Those of us concerned with ‘what youngsters enJoy reading now that Nancy .
Drew ‘and Tom Swift and Cherry Ades and Frank and Joe Hardy have very often ‘been
(!

an uLp.ortant part in the creation of‘ "1ifetime". readers. Hhat 'IS somewhat )

I4

worrisome to ‘me ’IS that all too many teachers recall ui,th obvious enjoyment their

experiences with these books and yet do ndt allow their own studer?s fo read

. /_

) ~ .
the books because they lack someghing called "literary merit."" .
- ’ " M .

In thinking back on my own reading life, I could wish nothin‘é better for a

youngster in my_home or classroom than the intense - pleasureﬁ?benence&‘inﬁ

own reading of the series books in time in my reading life th/t/ has come ‘to 4
e M
. be known as the Unconscwus .eTight stage. of reading
I wag a devious reader and a conniving child. In the New Eng}apd town BN
v //-“

where I grew up, theL local Woelworth's store ‘had an entire corner devoted to

the series books. Wednesdays after sch\;ol meant an aftemooq V'lS’lt to Hoolworth s

4 . - . .
~Net . ?
: ~ - b
’ 4 . A}
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withfa friend. It uai'r fun gofpg alone because part oﬂhe’deh'ght was proudiy'

lettmg your best frignd know Jthat you had- read volmes 1 17 of the Tom Swi ft

k “series whwle he had tao ¢ Cf//s to on1y read1gg,1 -7. But the most’ 1mportant part “
« ) of Hednesday for me uas 1ook1ng at the covor and readlng the 1ast page in the

next hook in the series. In today s readlng jargon, Chfs was perhaps my pre- -

n v-/-r‘eadmg exercise ;\\_ggt‘the workbook pages! . ‘;,ii ” -\ ‘ :

rsday n1ghts my father got paid and our r1tua1 was -to go downtown cash

2ck, pay some/bills, and f1na11y I'd lead.him tb Woolworth's. Our game was e
atways the same. “There's a realiy good book over here, Dad.”. )
v ”Haven t you read a]l ofhth/se yet?" he d say. T . '
“No, I've got 1alpore to 90:""ThlS was always said wi%h\efgess exnoerance
and a\tghsCious'atte;;t'iﬁ open my eyes wide“wd not blink. Was there eveg a-
father who could resisg 5uch intellectual curiosity in a'son7 ‘\‘
Ve - ”AI] rlght héﬂd saf "Just remember young man, money doesn t grow on . ‘

trees.™ | heard that message of money and trees through every book in the Tom .
. Swift series. - - S P : -
- ' < . _" ¢ - . "-“;\_ » . -~
Once we got home, the book had to” be hidden, especiaTly from my mother who

i - gundb R : - R
. N -

came home from her own job about 9 p.m. You see, she cashed;her pay eheck on,
Friday nights and if she knew‘;hat my father had bought a book tof me:on ‘ - j
'Thursday night, I d never get her to buy me one on Frlday We had our own Friday
n)ght ritual s1m11ar to the one 1 went through on Thursday The'only difjehente‘.
- 7 was that I had her buy me a mystery series that chronlcled the adventdres of
" one Tom Quest. It'srtrue, I managed’two series at one time. Saturdays I spent’
. on the tell tale scar adventures of Tom Quest and Sundays were for Tom Swift. ‘
It never dawned on histhat when | placed my two newly read books on the shelf .?
next to the others that.my parents m1ght be wise enough to see my collection

grow1ng by two books per week instead q{ one.
I loved that time in my reading life and ‘while I m not terrib}y/proud of

conning my parents (if indeed that's what I did), I am prgud'that I conned ‘them
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ooonslnn hats A hterary <ri reoently best describes how I .

‘,,r’

. fe'lt about th'lS Unconscwus De'lrght stage when she says of her own series book N -

readlng that it was 'hke sitting down m a comfdrtab‘re chalr mth a bag of hard

’ candy and getting up three years: 'Iater . .- o -’ - -

My prmary point in re}atxng th1s story is to get you to remenber the » “
Unconscmus Delight period in your admg life., Second'ly to realize thft:’»_
as nuch as sqme teachers and some hbranans condem 'these books youngsters
stﬂ] read them with enjoynent and total _abandon. Andemy th1rd point in relatmg

my own exper1ence mth the serles bopks is to bring us back to Shaun Cassady

' For a 'Iong time, those of us deahng \rith adolescent readers have reahzed P

' “the éffects of media on what teenagers read. Quite smply, when a mowe such as

M_A.S.H, eowes- to town paperback sales of that’ book go up. One need on]y Jook
- -

at Joanna Mckbnzié's A Survey of Leisure Time Readmg of Adolescents* found in

'
the April«1976 Arizona English Bulletin to note the wportance‘aof the media on: C -
_adolescent reading interests. f)f the, 50 most popular books in grades 7-’1‘2, the
top title is the Excorcist. Number 2 is Go Ask ‘Alice. Number 4 is Sybil. Nymber
54s Brian's Seng. ~ Number 6 is{e God;a/ther Number 7 is Sunsh-i-ne r .1'0
As Lisa B:ight aod/Bark In«fact, of the top 50 books, 36 of the favored books
 are also films seen in movie houses or on television . c,
Keepifig  this media influence in mind, I trust you wjll not be sorpmsed when .

I tell you that because: of Shaun Cassidy and the TV show, Nancy Drew. and the

Ha;d/y ',Bo_ys ?e/rt;s\&go_ks are seH_mg more than ever and the reading audience has
been ekténdé@pward into the\high school and downward into gra’des two and
three. If.yoa :ha-ven't noticed, check™ your Tocal bookstore. _ D’lSp]ayS of the serms
books are higighted overywhere In fact, whﬂe i"m not’ sure what I want you_to ~

make of 'this comnf there 1s now avallable a ser1es of Nancy Drew and Hardy \

-~

’ Boys workbooks to go with the books themselves, .
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) At th1s point 1 thought you m1ght be interested in some facts and fidures..
7 . By 1973, years before the current TFsenes had come ‘on the air ‘just the ftrst

book”in the Hardy Boys series, The Tower Treasure, had sold more than ] 500 000 -

" coye/mcé it ﬁrst appeared in 1926 “In fact, din 1975 a!one, Stl” before the
- - .durrent TV show, Hardy Boys books sold 1,670,000 copies in that- one year.. It is
estimated that before the new TV senes began, the total number of ftancy Drew
-books sold was around 60 smillion comes\, Add to that tne populanty of the TV
] '* serles today and you Judge for yourself how many of the ‘books are being purchased,

-~ H

bdrrowed, and read by Alnerlcan youngsters ’ e - 7’

Now then, 1f you uﬂl grant me the fact:that. these ser1es oooks contmue to

- 0

be read by students, I canJ)egm to ‘tackle the second half of my toplc }'hat is,

“how can we use these books and build on ‘thi obvious readmg interest 1n our,
< -classroom‘? The f1rst suggestlon I feel coupéHed to make is -that if you teac‘n
. im an elementary or junior hlgh c'Iassroom where many of the students are actually
1nvo{;e/d in the Unconscious Dehght stage of reading these books, then 1et the;n
- read. I'm sure that part of my 1dve -affair with the series books centered - around
the fun of . neadmg, completing a book, and never being asked‘ to answer covrj)re- "
hension questlons or fill in a book report' form that ended mth,t.bdf all jmoortant
question: Would you recommend this book to . friend? Certam]y 1 knew other o
people my age were reading the books but in that delicious sohtude of tﬁe ba'
bedroom on Saturday afternoons, 1 sécretly knew that ohly I could be as clev&\
. as nesourceful as courageous as Tom Swi t Tom Quest or Frank and Joe/ Hardy,
I m qutte sure that if I Rad- to answer a 25 1tem fﬂ] in the blahk tes/ that begon
mth what color was the Hardy boys' father S halr, the total ’dehght qz’ readmg

- those books would have been lost d : - v /

- -~

The classroon uses 1 am suggesting are designed for those adolex?ent readers
‘Q‘o hdve left the stage of avid series book reading, In most adolescent readmg

|
seveath grade. ‘Therefore, let's consider use or the s ies books ig the, high
' - T v ¢t I .
Q - . e

-

1
1ntere‘st 1nvento\?es youngsters stop montfoning these;bols at “the lend of the.
i

» ¥ R

e
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" school.
Anyone who has ever attempted a umt on chﬂdren S h terature in tne mgh
RE schood knows that students enjoy ]'ooklng back z{ Hhat the! read 1n childhood and .
' \_ they take serfou‘sly the job of cﬁtlca‘l ly appra1s1ng these books.. Perhap,s the ’
’ be.st’way to begin with the series books is to give. the o]der'adolescents a gmance

to ref!ect on the'll‘ readlng hfe to date. Have they gone through what professwona]s )

have 'labeHed the Unconsc1ous De'hght stage? If so0, what w3s read? Hhe_re? When?
. <

\ Hhen the serles bodks are. mentloned Some quest1ons about what elgments particularly B

P —— -

' attracted them to that set of books seem approprlate This recoHectlon can be

fol]owed with a one paragraph ass1gnment in umch the youngster is to describe what

w

. . be. thwks the. author of b'lS one* t1me £avor1te series\¥$ like. How old is he or -
" she? - Hhere does the author Five?: ~Amy childrén? Speculate on hobbres, type of
heuse type of pet. Host adolescents reCaH the golden names of those revered
g authorS' Carofyn Keene ‘Laura Lee Hope, Yictor App]eton, and Franklin W. Dixon.

Unce these fu:tlonal author profiles have been shared tr% research’ begins.

—_——

Bobks .like Somethmg About the Author mvea'l to students that the ndmes of Hope,

Dixen, AppletOn and Keene and so n@ny more are Just that names and not real

peop?e chk]y they dlscover that those revered rames were ‘cnade up by someone

Ve

& . named Edward Strat\emeyer They learn that there never wlas an ’F w Dixon or a
3 -

f Laura Mope and that furthermo(e, many'pf the books in a series were wmtten
by dlfferent people and tnat {bitter as the pﬂl is to swaHow) some male-writers -

,-actually wrote some of ‘the Nancy Drew books.

. el

“'Further re‘search intp the life of Edward Stratemeyer reyeals to students

-

somethmg Stratemeyer caHed his therary Synd1cate‘ Essentlaﬂy Stratemeyer

“found that he had many ldeas for series boolts ,but not ehough tlme to wmte each

.c °

S‘dver(ture in fts entirety. So he developed his f'lCt'an factory. “When studer)ts

reach this po'int teachers may want to bring Leslie HcFarlane S autoblography
L

>
* to their attention Ghost of ‘the Hardy :.ol_ is, in part, one man’s recol?ectwon

of what is was like to work for the Stratemyer j'yndvcate Since 'lt was 1926

RRIC -~ - . g

-

4
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and’McFanlane was a struggling newspaper reporter, he dec1ded to answer an ad 1n

" the Editor and Pub11sher trade journal in the hopes of supplement1ng his meager

.’ ; Pl
.  fincome. The simq‘e ad read: . L T "
™ . . . . "EXPERIENCED FICTiON WRITER NTED
) * TO WORK FROM g .
PUBLISHER'S OUTLINE : .

¢ < N .
M_____—-—a-‘wﬁl ..
N .
.

«c A short time 1ater, HcFariane recei ved 3 letter from Stratemeyer a]ong wxﬁh’

~

an outline of a series book. It was McFar]ane S JOb fb try h1s hand at wr1t1ng,
or rather f1111ng 1n, some of the chapters in the book. This-is the out11ne

HcFarlane rece1ved ' . - , T o
- CHAP 1 - Dave and Beb cruising off Long Istand in launch
-Amos ryns into fog - mention -first.and second volumes of
series - engine fails - 'ring yeminds Bob of adventures on
Volcano Island - mention other volumes - boys discuss Lem
and Bart Hankeﬁs believed dead - sound of foghorn is heard - ~ .
ocean 11ne#-1ooms out of fOQ - collision seems inevitable.
CHAP. 2 - Ship veers off in nick of time - boys hear
warning bell and'see lighthouse - fix engxne - almost pile
N 4 up on dangerohs reef - night, and darkness - searchlight sud-
denly reveals mass of wreckage deadahead - lauch crashes
* nto wreckage and catches fire - boys dive into'water - boat
blows up - Dave looks for Bob. (McFar]ane p. 22) ,

McFarlane filled in the s1np1e chapter passed the test and wrote the flr;t
of the Hardy Boys'books in 1926 under the Stratemgyer Synd1cate name of
Frahk11n W. Dixon. ’Strategd}er obvipusly liked the work of th1s,new writer be-

.’cause after submitting the completed/manuscribt of The Tower’Treasure,l

McFarlane rece1ved an\envelope with outlines fer two more Hardy Boys books The
[
. envelope from Strateueyer did not just conta1n out11nes

-

Thereqyas also a letter, a check and a document that looked
- vaguely legal. The document, a contract, was very * )
simple - it covered everythlng. It was a release form T
absolving me of any rights<to any volumes already written o
or any that might be written in the future for the . ‘
oo Stratemeyer Syndicate. It covered the plots, the titles,
, the Roy Rockwood name, the name of franklin W, Dixon and
the manuscripts, forever and ever. Furtherpore, it included
- a promise that I would never under any circumstances .
dieylge to anyone the fact that I had ever written a Dave
Fearless book or a Hardy Boys book under any title or pen
name to lnyone
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The peoalty for such a reve]atlon wasn t spelled out. .I. RS

.i assumed that it had somethlng to do with bo111ng in oil. ~
ST - 4 had-no hesitation in.signing this document. As a matter. o
of ‘fact, I had been doing a little thlnklng about the \\\< e

matter. The release saved me-the trouble of asking

- Stratemeyer to do me, a similar favor. No-sworn affidavits - \\\ '\\

merely his signatureto a promise that he would never tell ~ \
< anyone I ever wrote books for him. (McFarlane, p. 72)

4

recelved for wr1t1ng-The Tower Treasure (remember a book that has-sold over

1,500 000 copies) was in the. amount of $100 : . a' .
Hhen students flnd that Edward Stratemeyer died in 1930 questions start‘to
come up about whether or not the books contlnue to be wrztten, and if so by
whom? Yoﬁng researchers seem dellghted when they uncover the fact that
Stratemeyer s daughter, Harrlet Adams; took over af{er her father's death and
contlnues to rev1se and aythor new Nancy Drew Books. Mrs. idams is now 83.
Teacher§ may want to. DOIHt oot to students an luterestIng article that cons1ders
both the inner w0rk1ngs of the Syndicate today as well as the changes that havé*
taken place in the rev1sed versions of the. books. The artlcl//js Ed Zuckerman s
"The, Great Hardy Boys Whodunit" in the September. 9171976’f3sue of Ralling
Zuckerman’s article points. ub anbther dlragtlon classroomgteachers cenktakeg
wlth the Sertes books A comparison of the early Nancy Drew books and the'hewer )
revlsed books brlngs to the—forefront discussions about seyxism, stereotyp?%g
and racism. Here is just one example—from an early Nancy ﬂrew book. f';%’j e
‘we'1l do the best we can for you, Miss,' came the not'too i

- comforting response. 'But right nNow we have only one Servant
on hand - a colored woman.

2!
-

'Send her out this’ afternoon,' Nancy ordered in despalr R "y ﬁﬁxT
*1 must have someone immediately.’ ,

As she* Opened the door her heart sank w1th1n her? " It was - )

" - "indeed the colored woman sent by the empioyment agency, but
a more unlikely housekeeper Nancy had never seen. She was _
dirty and slovenly in appearance and had an unpieasant way (
of shuff]ing her feet when she walked

If there are those students who ‘are espetially intrigued w1th 1ook1ng at the

series bodks from a feminist viewpoint, teachers would be well] adv1sed ‘to’
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~lf'ecomTle’%*Bobbi Mas@n'g The Girl Sleuths A Feminis't Guide in which the author -

y attemts to view the influence that Nancy Drew, Cherry Ames, and others have had

7

. on moldlng mﬂhons of female Hves.
On a 11ghter note, and yet while
bOoIs you might want to revwe the 1
claSSroom Do you remember, "Please

need he]p Jarrlng' your memory of Tom
%

I oo ’
A .
. .
A\ d

stﬂ] comparmg.yld and new verswns of*(«
950 s*pheqomenon of.fom Sm ftihes in ypur

pass the sugar," Tom said sweetly "1 you | ‘{ .

Smftles, 1ook\\t some of, the ‘old semes

.books” and get a copy of Alvin Schwartz khtcracks Sokes and Jests from Amerlcanu

Foik]ore. Uu "1 fing more examples
"1'11 have four’ hot dogs, ]

“1'11 have two sodas,” said

There are many 1essons to be foun

‘ about stilted dlalogue one d1mens1on

the 1 1’kes of .

aid Tom frank]y
Tom cokesingly.

"Nhoops' I've dropped the ,eggs," Tom cracked (Schwartz pp. 54-55)

d  a stpdy of these se'mes books Lessons "

al cha'racterf‘tatton and formu'la w;nmq ge

T a 1 poss1b1ht1es It doesn’ 't take the average hidh sch001 student long to catch

the *ormula of an exciting opqmng ¢h
a final. chapter with pronnses of thin
a series ‘of cpapters that each end wi
1nto the next chapter to fvnd out wha
. Hhﬂe many h1gh schoo] students e

$O far, I,thlnk teachers and students
‘> back further m their® research to the

S -
final excursion mth me, let s re

] ‘/ enter the era of Nick Carter Deadwoo
. F

to do lnihxs strand of the str'les bo
of tﬂe sef’ies books and the h1story 0
In an attempt tor g‘h/? studenfs .a

* be reading dn the early 1800‘s I usu
RoUo books . These 28.volumes chrom

boy as he tours the wor]d mth his Un

. b\l
apter with a hnk to a previous’ vdiume and ¢

gs to come in @ future volume and tn between E
th chfhanger act1on proddlﬁg the reader "
t happened

njoy the sertes "book act1v1t1es dxscussed -

’ '8 ¢
der1ve even greater enJoyment when they" go

.

days of the dune aovel > If yo%mn take |
turn to bhe thrﬂhng days of yesteryear ~and
d chk amd Ratt‘lesnake Ned" Hhat ug begm '
o(m\ to 9o back and exp]orq the hlstqry
f adnlesee/nt hterature 1tse1f v 1? La«

fee'Hng fov‘yhat chﬂdren we re supposed to

aHy ask that they\read one of Jacob Abbott s

A ]

,

v A

¢
af

R

»
4

&
N
R

cle the adventures of a New Eng'land farm ' \ )

cle George ‘Students are at once surpr1sed

114' ‘%. Ve ‘ ,";(

P
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:\ a( how, 11r ra re FOr the youﬁg'has chaqged and at the same time are appalled

\\\A'at\the dida tig heavy-handed mora]iz1ng of much of thlS early literature and q,
v \\thqy sef rdh or more- 1nterest1ng things that adolescents might have read in the” ;i

/ - ’

e \9th ntuny The ltterature they flnd is. the literature of the d1ne novel trad1t1on.

' 1s of,prnmary 1mportance. Ihe same was, true for youndsters 1n the 1860 S.
'ime%unei'began.as an extenston of the westward- movement in the Uni ted States.

rs began to see the Qold-mlne of adventures t1ed*up with frontier 11fe In-.' a
- - =™ 4
1860, the pub11sh1ng house of BeadTe and Adams pub11shed a paperback novel for o
v . N . |

a dlme It was entltled Halaeska. The Indian H1fe of the White Hunter This .,

"’

set the stage for hundreds of act1oﬁ packed adventure stor1es The books filled

\ a need for enterta1nment at a cheap price and while. the early d1me novels were

~

ot wrltten for_an: adoleSCent market it does not surpr1se adolescents to learn

- i

. 77, that this. 1s what teenagers were read1ng at the. time.when their pargnts were
0
consc1ent1ously buy1ng them RoTJo books: and B1b1e stortes Students soon ‘see

the beg1nn1ngs of the current se41es books format when they d1scover that the, .

,best sef11ng of the d1me noveTS\Were cont1nued series that fo]lowed the adventures
R T - . . ',( 4 o
S i of one character from one bqot to‘ﬁnother . M r' ’ . o
o o H1gh schbo] students wha cr1tically read the old d1me novels have, little.
i 1 L] EJ

: choxce but to come awpy from this, read1ng EXperlence w1th a greater apprec1atwon ’

Y 7w for. the skllls of mdre ta]ented'writers For the most part,,d1Me nove}s were

)

&

& 'poquy wrltten An&apprec1at1on of- more subt1e character1zat1on can be ga1ned P

‘ when compared with the sxmp]e dtMe novel character1zat1on exemp11fhed by this - R

| 'c‘; o excerﬁt‘ ' «' A < . S
; ' - s,Rogérs was a man honest .and upright® After the fashion . . *
g Xhe g* rontiersmen. He was: brave, and had shot two or - . oL

) R three in"brawls, but he was notoregarded a8 quarrelsome S \
E. i‘ . . ‘ o (Nye p 203, ‘ "_\é ’ . . .- & .
e
: Hany students have not considered'the differences between well wr)tten and poorly
% . written d1alogue until they are "asked to compare some of the dime nove] d1aloque -

3 - \.

. ‘ ¥ ' .- N . R A ‘s

\)‘ A e . Y ‘ ) . v 0 . ' . a .
«' , | .12 - .- .
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Wh con\Iersa-tfons in other books. ‘Students enJoy searchlng through the d1{ne

noﬂn}s\for examples of-dialogue the like of thfs- . T e T gﬁ;igﬁf-- -
: A A 'Areyouhurt" ) et '
R .- " 'Who? . T N » .
3 . G‘. .YOU; ) . ' R 'O . s )
a" 'M?,' . . , - :'.‘ B .. - . . . /
N .o i 2
’ 'No' ' .' "y oy T L My . . .
- 'oh" Mye, p.“ - \
* Critical high school readers flnd the poorlﬁntten, 1nf1ated dime novel . . .
/?"M ] —
.didlogue a SOUFCS‘QE;eonstant hémior,, It it's dramat1c read1ng of prose you aré:
U-.., - -

,lookmg for in your classroom, you 11 find p‘lenty of tongue -in- cheek S1r Laurence
011v1ers ready to read Band1t Burhng Sharp s dylng conversation with Scout Tracy:.

" ‘Who f‘ined" Who killed me?' cr1ed the dymg mah ‘Oh, God
-~ it's too late!' = . 9
- 'Aye; togp late,' <cried Har Tracy. “'1 fired the bullet whu:h

found lyour ‘life and I shall never forget the ‘deed!'
“0Oh had I but one’ mmute more" groaned the dy1ng wretch
- but he did not. . .
Not oge present.but felt as DsappEr Ned, that Burhng Sharp . o s
, had met a_ Just- doom. (“lye, p. 204) _ - L '

In addition to ,frontlersmefu and banditk‘ tthime novel tradition is Fch’
in detective and mystery‘stOrigs. They 1500 t1t1es . the. N1ck Carter series
poinf to the pogulamty of this crime f1ghter Do you asR what manner of yn
was th1s great detecflve;' Let Jnh-ﬂuote from one of tbe N1ck Carter books. '

» ~ . .
Giants were Tike chw1dr8n in his grasg He* could fe¥l ap o =
with -one Blow of his s » compact-fist, 01d Sim Carter . . . :
had made the physical development of his son one of the studies N
. of his life. OnVy one of . the 'stud¥es, however, Young Nick's
mind was stored with knewledge - kgpwledge of @ peculiar sort,
His grey eye had, 1%ke.an“Indian's’ beeh trained-to take in .
minutest details fnesh fof\use, His rich full voice could run .
thé gamut of sounds, ‘from an old woman's broken, querulous >
sQueak to theMeep, hoarse notes of .3 burly ruffian. And his .
- handsome fate in an isgkant, be distorted ¥nto any one * - ~,
. a hundred types of unre<ac zuble ugljness, He was the
ter of/ disguise and could so transfo himself S0 that . A
‘even old/Sim could not recognjze him, And his intellect, - . ..
° - naturally keen as a razor blade, had been incredibly sharpened _ . .4
T by the judicious cult1vation of the astute old maq, (Nye -,
Pl 208-209) R

=

Students are anxious tooupdate this hero by des:r'ibmg a character they are more~  ~

famﬂiar w1th - a charac{f/who is “fapter than a speedm,g buHet more pow%rful .

-
%
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.o~
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described as Clark Kent a mlld mannered . reporter for a great metropolltan

-

. newspaper flghts a never endfng battle for truth justlce,,and the Ameﬁlcan way "

ThlS d1me hovelécegtc book: connection is certaialy an exc1t1ng~one to cons1der

but dhe outs1de the conffnes of thas part;cular-unlt Co

lnqaniably durlng stude,t;ﬁésearch lnto the dime novels, someone dlscovers
-«|
that wh1le the dlme novels were belng read by adolescents, publlshlng houses

“were beglnning to churn out books speclflcally for a 3uvenlle market. . The dis-
_ covery brlngs us fa to face with the king of Juvenlle flctlon tn the later haif
ofthel800's-m>j '

-

tio Alger ' ' : ‘; - <

g -
Durlng bis llfetlme Alger authored over 120 books If nothing else, that’
means that there are enough Alger books around S0 that everyone\in’class gets
‘ = .
to read one.’ —These rags.to riches stories allow a teacher to bring alive that

o=

P o
period of American histary in whlch the Alger books are set. "Adolescents well
e~
lndoctrlnated into today's’ world of competltlon and cynlcism are happy to po1nt
out the loopholes in the rags to rlches Alger plots that take the poor~bUt hones;

. boy from poverty to great wealth. As students read Work and Win or Do and Dare -

~ | —t— —t—— ——

or Slnk or Swim or Struggllng Upward lt seems, to.me that it's th!~teacher d ~
(PESPOﬂSlblllty to glve the adolescents a feellng for the Alger times.” Millionares |
were made"overnlght. Indeed, thls was “the era of Guggenheim, Carnegie, and
Vanderbilt.. - . R R ' o
Certainly .these books were a product'of the‘times in which they were written,’
and while lt behooves both teacher and student to examine the Alger books in th1s
historicatl llght the real modern day enjoyment comes when one cons1ders the

style and wrltang quallty of.Alger the prolific Harvard graduate Tom Thatcher

is a typlcal Alger.character

'Is supper ready, mother?. I'm hungry as a bear.* The speaker .
was a study boy of slxteen with bright eyes and a’ Smlllng, A

,i ‘ sunburned face. His shirt s}esves were ‘rolled up, displaying

. a pair of muscular arms. His hands were brown and souled w1th
- . . . ‘ \-./’

» '
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. -, 1abor It was c'Iear that he was do white handed young' =/ :
F ) - ‘aristograt. His clothes alone.wauld have- shown that. They /, BN
. L were of course, durable cloth, made \nthout any special re-. /
gard for.the prevailing fashwn /
Tom Thatcher, for that.was his fiame, /.ad just come home f
the shoe factory, where he was /euployed ten hours a day
p ' pegging shoes, for the lucratie sum of ‘Fifty cents a day.
. =] may as well state.here he ‘i¢ the hero of my story and/T o,
- . hope that none of my readers will think any the worse Af
. 1 him for wprking in a shoe shop. Tom, having a
o a’little sister."to support,, ‘could not choose his em

_ {Nye, pp. 63-64) . ) . .

-—-Conteuporary students who read §d v1ew so much that ‘ sexually ex'p]i&:jt‘are;

ey -

' 1ncredulpus when they -find that 1n al'l the A'Iger books. here is only one kiss and

that further when Alger did write a book abqut a gn'l

. /

with a very respectable young man but before A\ger wr;ote himseTf into a dangemus -

he had her fall in love

, s1tuat1on he sent the young man off to Afr1ca as a/msswnary for th1rteen years

4

" There are two figal po1nts I q Tike to rnake on Alger Students find him

. i

. an interesting ;haracter and often someone will réad a b1ography of th1s man, [

. recommend such a step for*teachers and students ! His life is one filled mth

v . 1ncr'ed1b1e saddness and twists of fate suuﬂ'ar the plot lines in h1s own

boohs. Reading h1s biography anows both the man behind the books and the his-= .
torical background of the tipes to come ahv . Secondly, & study of Alger brings .
4

jain with Nancy Drew’and the Hardy -

-

. ~ the wheel full circle and connec.ts us once
% Boys. . . ' 2 Y .
is Edwar& Str.atep'\eyer" Stratemeyer had to]learn his trade of juvénﬂe series _
wr1t1ng from someone and one of those teachers was Alger h1mse1f 'In fact, wh.é’n- o 1
‘. A'Iger d1ed Strateuéyer conpleted from note\s‘fh'ﬁast eleven to eighteen Alger
books . " (Done]son, 1977) This Alger/Stratemeyer connect‘ion seems to be a
" Classic case of the Stu_dent learning from the te._ac_her and ‘then becoming far more. (
successful than the teacher. = S B : -
-"'*._. The topic of ‘success brings ae back to Shaun Cassidy LittTe does this
superstar know that much of his success he owes to theilikes of . Bandit Burhng )
U

Sharp, Nick Carter Deédhood Dick Rattlesnake Ned, Horatio Alger, Edward Stratemeyer.

/
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and Harﬂet Adaus AT'I of thege Teal r fict1t10us people p'Iayed a major part
. In turn, these series books

" /_m. the creation of Nancy Dréw and the Hardy Boys
have proviaed many neaders \vnth hours a'/nd weeks of thorough'ly enjoyable reading.

For many “readers, tms,Unconsctous Delight stage of series book- reading taught

youngsters the-most iuportant Yesson of an-o-there s somethmg exc1t1ng to De
e
found between the Tovers of a book. J’err‘?ps a’H of- us owé these series books

B

y . and authors a gbﬂ of vratttude
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