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SURVEY Or EXPRESSES ATTITUDES OF it CONDARY
PIRINCEPALS OP THE STATE OF MICHIGAN TOWARD

CTERIST1CS OF A TliORETICALLY IDEAL READ -
08G M

BURNS. Janice Freeman, Ed.D.
*ape State University, 1977

Maim Peitfessor: James Blake

Statement of.the Problem

The main pun se of this investigation was to discover the
degree to wtnetrfrincipals of the state of Michigan are pre-
pared to assume leadership roles in secondary school reading
programs.

Procedures

. The investigation was designed to collect data, through the
see of a Likert-type scale, to compare expressed attitudes of
selected reading experts concerning the characteristics of an
ideal reading program, and the expressed attitude% of secondary
principals concerning those same characteristic* (question
member one).

For the scale construction, statements regarding the char-
adernstics cal an ideal reading program were written on the
basis of authoritative opinion expressed in both educational
'cereals and secondary reading texts

Data were also celleoted, through the use,ef a questionnaire,
to obtain pertinent 'dominion on principals with and without
formal traifiing in reading, with and without experience as a
prism:pal or assistant principal, and with and without the than,
Ic same professional journals which consistently publish arti-
cles about secondary reading (questions two, three, and four).

The scale and Questionnaire were sent to 625 secondary
pekseipals in the state of Michigan. The same material was
also sent to 35 reading experts thicughout the country, daosss
on the basis of their strong publication record in nationally
reptable professional journals and textbooks. Seventy-nine
percent of Michigan secondary principals responded to the
scale and questionnaire, AA 85% of the.seleded reading ex- -
parts responded. The were exaMined in terms of the
degree of congruence r the frequency distributions.

'Results
The pri findings of the investigation were: an man-/ Wien of the frequency chatributions revealed the strength of

agreement or disagreement was higher among reading experts
ens =On principals for 18 of the 30 scale items. Further
enemination of the frequency distributions revealed very little
dhlference of response between the subgroups.

Coudhsions

The strength of agreement or disagreement "was higher
among reading experts than among principals for 18 of the
scale items. This fact, combined with the possibility the re-'
insildng items failed to discriminate because of the theoretical
rafter thanpractical nature of the items; Heins which princi-
pals perhaps perceived as irrelevant, leads to further coojec-
ems. This Inference, 4ceabtried with the analysis of the vent-
tibleie, showing over 77% of the principals have had less than
bes etikrees in formal reading instruction, anti over 74% could.
set name professional Warmth which conplstedly publish arti-
stes *out secondary raiding, swoosh' the need for principals
to be better prepared to assume leadership roles In secondary
ester irealing pregrame.

5

Implications.
1 The st.d5 rniztet be rep:icacd in other popilations such

..as 5411E-et-matter teachers read n.-g snectilists, 2. Future
researchers igit snyestip,e catezc,ries c.her tt4 five
select: d by the 4prestigatcr There may be a rro,L-e c-oncide
breakdown of 7-a:or corcperie-ts of a read:rig .,:rogran. 3. More
concise :vording rake the scale ite^ts less theoretical
and irrelevant, and therefore of a more practical, r.ature to
principals. 4 Tne need to examine pa3ertively cL.rirent pre -
service ccnirse offerings. a_,wei1 as the possibility of future
courseetailored specifically :4 the needs ol adr.mstrators
needs to be explored 5 The effects of utilizing well-Li-stood
personnel to coordinate, with the admiruitrator, a relevant in-
service reading pr:sgram should oe explored. 5. Future investi-
gators rnignt well take a look at other variables that right
Udine:ice the attitudes of principals. 7 The potential for effect-
ing "1' "g in attitudes toward characteristics of as ideal rend-
ing program should be investigated

Order No 77-23,951, 178 pages.

T*& EtFEC'TS OF ROCK MUSIC ON THE READING COM-
PREHENSIOS OF EIGHTH -GRADE STUDENTS

FRANKLIN, James Leo, Phil).
The University of Iowa, 1976

inpemsors. Professor Erwin H. Schneider
. Professor Bill Carl F Spider

a

This suld) sought to determine if significant differenceshe-
curred in reading comprehension test scores among three
grasps of eighth-grade students who, while taking a reading
comprehension test, either heard high-intensity Rock music,
low-intensity Ri,ck music, br no music. in addition, the study
e migte to compare reading comprehension test scores among
the three groups of eighth-grade students after using intelft-
game *ye] as a covariate, prior reading comprehension test
`Scores as a coramate, and grade-point average as a coNartate.

Eight Rock records, selected from a recent Top Thirty pit
twq weeks prior to the actual testing, were recorded on a mas-
ter tape for use in the main study. The law- intensity, or "soft"
liatesing level, consisted of a predominant level of 74 db with
a prevailing range of 69-79 db's,'ind the high-intensity level,
or the 'preferred' listening level 'of the sutnecta, a predomi-
n ant level of 85 alb with a prevailing eange Of 80-90 alb's.

The fifty-four subjects participatiing in the math study were
tasted individually during a twenty-five mumte periodtct thew
The subjects were randomly assigned to either /a control group,
or see of two experimental groups (low -intensity, or high--
Intensity Rock music). Each subject was administered the Ad-
enoid Reading Test, Form F, of the Metropolitan AchievementTest
Pietistical analyses of the data using 'a standard computer
pesgram, masieind of as analysis of variance ft teen of the
difilersom mug the group mean scores on tbe renting coin-
pavionstos test; an analysis of covariance to slimiest* possible
differences to intelligence levels, differences to scores ma a
prior make eompesbenstoo test, or differences in grade-point
averages oo scores of the reading comprehension test; and a
di-square analysis of questionnaire responses to determine
whether responses of the three groups differed.sitnificantly.

Although Miterences to group mess :corm so the reading
comprebeseise test were *served, the analysis of variance
revealed dot as stogies* differsoces existed among the grasp
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mean scores at the 05 level of confidence. This result led to
the conclusion that neither` Rock music, nor the intensity- level '
at wt on it is 'irese-red at. :east zed this
study -.:1; a:fen s.4-.f 'ne oorprehens:on of
yoking pe,ple ie o.a::. e ..ho s'en to
Rock rr.,.:sjc cni.....az,t2d aW:-g ac' v:' es

Tr.e alar;s:s of c_ .an a- oe 4:st re.ealed .at t-,ere ...ere no
significa nt chf`eren':es a -4 " ree read.reg
comprehersto- test scyr,es le --_-f.de-,ce -"Cr. sepa-

rately atng lete:::genre as a oo.sr.a'e, r.rior readl^g
comprehension test sores as a c"...ar ate, a-d grade -pr.ot av-
er-age as a covariate.

Finally, while prefere-q:al read.-g an-i sith
Rock music sere indicated oy the respo-.ses of tte E'sb,ects to
the q-..estior.s on the Q-.;est.on-a,re, oni-s.-1are analyses ( :)5 .

level of cor.fidence) re.ea.ed that tne res.T.,o-ses of the tr ree
groups sb;e:ts.dA not d,ffer signif:cantly Therefore, it '
w-as c-_- chided t-at there sere. E gn.f.oa d.ffere-oes among
the tro.,..ps with respect tc of -se of Roc.<
studying Also, there sere no s.g-, f.can d."ere-oes among
the po,ps with'respeo to v4.e:ner or -.2 t-e; 1.s.e-ing
to music was helpf..) :e And trere sere
no differences arno-:g ne tn ..; ether or riot
they fe,t the:, -.ere
ing with music or witne.-.; m.sic '

Order No 77-13,085, 94 pages,

THE TEACHING OF HIGH SCHOOL PSADLNG,
OBJECTIVES AS STATED LN PERIODfCAL LITERATLRE

FULTON, A-,n, P-_D
East Texas Statt ,11.77

Adviser. jar-es B 4
Purpose of the Study -Tne.major purpose this ins est:go-

Lion was to prepare a chronological evoli..ticn of ot:ecti.es for
the teachn'g of ht&I, school read!-,g tn the tnited States
the 1913-1972 period, as ind.oed in sr.lected perlocict:
ature

Procedure: The years between 1918 and 1972 ..ere d.vided
into six subperiods The nistaricar'research method was uti-
lized, and selected professional journals were examined for
deiclt-s which contains,: object% tLe tail.ng cf )1,0
school reading. The statements of objectives whith were
greased frorrZthe articles were categorized as cognitive, affec-
tive, psychomotor, or cultural. Based upon their common areas
of concern, these statements of objectives were then sib-clas-
sified Into seventeen objective types. The obtained data were
recorded and tabulated withirt and across suboeriods, according
to frequency of occurrence, category, area of authorship, and

. year.
Findings The major findings of the study included the !al-

towbar 17Authors associated with institutions of higher educa-
tics were consistently responsible for writing the mosVariticles,
with miscellaneous educators accounting for the second highest
amount, and-secondary educators providing the least. 2. Cogni-
tive objectives were the most commonly found throughout all
et*Yeriaxis, while Affective objectives railed second, psycho-
motor objectives were third, and natural objectives received
Use least attention. 3. The 'most important' objectives across
estoperiods werrLcomprebension,' 'word attack,' attitudes
and interests,' ',dolma- motor,' 'Interpretive - creative,' and
'seedy skills.' 4. Within and &does esiperiods, all groups
at warm madeeted a lg. dope* olaladlartty In regard to
Iles smelt importune eligeettvee.

4

r

Conclusions: Bazd upon the findings of he study, the fol-
lowing conclusions e made: 1. Risher educators wej-e rrrire
prominent in the developrhent of reading oblectives'for the
teaseling of high school reading,thar. were secondar, or rniscei- .

laneou.s educators. 2. Cogoretye objectives probably had the
greatest general appeal, perhaps because of the emphasis on
skill development 3. The ultimate aim to; reading in the U-ited
States appears to 15e moving toward an increase in literacy.
4. Society's values are indicated in the high school reading cur-
riculum 5, There was a tendency or indit .a..a.1 obJecti...e_ to
overlap from ore 6,:bperiod to the next, a'yr.e 'most important
objectives emerged 6 There.was a tendency for all three
categories of authors,to eilciasize the aline objectives across
the six subperiods. Order No. 77-21,548, 468 mgis

THE USE DF MATCHING MODELS AS AN INSTRUCTIONAL
PLANNING AND STAFF DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY AND
ITS EFFECTS ON READ4G PERFORMANCE OF STUDENTS

GENNAFtl, Pk-ricia Ate, Ed.D
Unr.ersity dffrittst.....ri-,t, 1377

Lewin's conceptualizattoo of Behavior as a lianctios of the
Personnd the Environment, or B = f(P,E), can be viewed as

a paraMgrn or coordinating system for the study of the uter?
actions between iodividual students and educational env-iron--

The Behr .-:or-Person-Envirs^ent model can provide
tne sr..dturai frarrte..ork needed to analyze the ?et.sion-mak-
.ng strateg-es used by teachers in the teaching-lees-rig pro-
cess The specific E-c of this st-dy was toncered ..ith two
aspect3 of the teach--g-learnIng process (a) instr-uct.."nal

making, and t.ol the fol Of the teacler
Tre Concept:la. Level Matching Mode!, derived from a ' 1

tble,,ry of personality developmert, was used as a means for
establishing hypot heses abcr expected student outcomes in
read:n.7, achlever.^_ent as a result of matchng model rstruc-

, tion
. The purpose of this study was to collect, araij ze, and eval-

. nate classroom process data resulting from planting activities
which emphasize matching models 45 a decision-making strat-
egy for teacheri at varying stages of role acq.usition and to
forrnalate specific hypotheses concerning the ret4.ionsh,ii be-
tween instructional planning activities and subsequent student
performance in reading

Teacher decision making was analyzed with regard to the
selected conceptof role acquisition, i.e., the process associ-
ated with a person's functioning in a role over time Two can-
oe-As ir, role acqoisition were featurtdrin this study The first
pertained to expectations and the secs da pertained to decisions
which are made by perrns as a result of these changing expec-
tations

Tree study consisted of three phases (a) Orientation-la-
fornAtion, (b) Tmplimentation of Matrbing Models; and
(c) Analysis of Student Outcomes and Evaluation of the Train-
ing Model In Phase 1, an initial description of the Conceptual
Level Matching Model was presented to teachers The training
model was irutiated as the basis for implementing matching
models instruction Six steps were included (a) Specifying
Objectives, (b) Obtaining Information abOut Students; (c) Clas-
sifying the Students, (d) Translating Characteristics into Teach-
lag Approaches, *) Providing Appropriate Environments, and
4) Repeating the Cycle. Informality relitting to each of them
stops was presented during staff treating sessions.

.6
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Phase 2 of the study involVeollte implementation of the
Conceptual Level Matching Model with 76 seventh-yule Ou-
tbids. Based on the sus -step application process, teachers at
varying stages of role acquisition selected one of three de el-
Mon-making patterns as the 'lasts for implementing matching

models . Each team member then received trainirrfrorR staff
developers based on the decision-making pattern lainrmation
concerning the types of patterns pursued by indiviral teachers
was collected by staff developers

During the third and !lilal phase, data obtained from mea-
sures of selected st..:derst outcomes in reading were analyzed
and reported to the learn Based on these results, the trairog
model was evaluated and the relationship between matching
models as a decisidn-making strategy and student outcomes
in reading Was discussed,

In sumer .ary. the study lacluded an analysis of three types
of data (a) student outcome Ata obta,med from student per-
formance ou the reading subtests of the Iowa Test of Basic .
Stills, (b) Classroom Environment Survey assessments shich
were designed ic,r stallients to evaluate tneir environments in
terms of nine -rironmental components, and (c) teacher role
acquisition data which inch/Jed information recorded during
observation sessions.
- The data compiled and analyzed 1...rirg this study trid:cated

.that the ,relationslup between planning activities sh.ich erhplia-
size matching; models as a decision-making strategy and sub-
sequeraly student performance in reading could not be estab-
lisped at this time. The dots also suggest that a training
program designed to prepare teachers in the matching models
concept ;Wears: (a) to increase their flexibility in teaching,

and (b) to promote ttkir developmental progression through
the tour stages of role acquistioa.

Order No -21,720, 22 pages

AN INVESTVGATION OF THE.. /ACTORS THAT INF'hUENCE
BOYS N GRADE NNE I.V1i0,AP.E CAPABLE-READERS TO
SEEK OR AVOID READING AS A LEISURE-TIME Pl.:FtSyT

L.AMARRE, Gilbert Ovila, Ed D
1343atcAnt:nitersity School of Education, 1977

Major Professor Thomas E. Culliton.
_

Purpose
zoTtaie purpose of the study was to in est.iale some factors that

nee malsjgrade nine capable readers to seek or avoid read-.
Lag as a leisure-time activity. Further, ibis study sought to deter-
mine relationships between the attitude of the sak,eets toward
reading and leisure -time pursuits. Finally, the leisure activities
of the subjects' parentewere also studied as poesible influential
factors in relation to the subjects' leisure-time reading habits;

Design and Procedures
Stade nine above-average readers and their parents living

Is as upper-middle-class community in Western Massachusetts
were the subjects of this study.

The subjects were selected by the California Test of Mental
Maturity and The Iowa Tests of Educational Development-Form
31-6 ReadingComposite scores.
t}bo=as H. Estrs's A Scale to Measure Attitude Toward

Mwas then-admini,tered to thejubjects.
cific matching questionnaiiies for the subjects and their

parents covered the following Istigire activities Milton-time
i=ris sperts,,argamamps, rats and piesograph Ustising,
aides, telqvisIdia viindag, =skid Instimrsts, and travei.

r

In addition tolbthe questionnaires, library visits, library books
signed out, book logs in English and social studies clasj.es were
tallied for correlation between the sub:s,:-.a and their parets.

TiaXubjects who read more than four rio.4is during a seek
in leisure time were classified as 'readers', and the subjects
who read four hours or less a seek sere the ncr-readers'.

Conclusto,ns

The follosing conclusions were drawn 1 The ability to
read noes not necesiaril:. geerate a pos.t.e att:tude t2sard
reading. 2 ,Leisure-t,r1/2-e capable 'readers' and -:-.-readers'
and their respectite parents lave approxirr.a41) the same num-
ber of leisttre hours per seek. 3. The,p,arerts of 'readers'
rwtd fewer mars per seek than clothe parents af `nor. -read-
ers'. T-lerefore, the parents could not DE deemed a major

. exemplar) factor in tite study 4. Te..e..ision erflerged
as.a major leisure-time conSurr.er 'for sunects and t'eir
parents Par ents.of :e.sure-time 'non - readers' tiese-d more
telev.elon per seek at a s.graficant coefficient of pr.:tab.:Ay.
'6. Ali s-b,ects sere very actively int olt ed .r *orts No sig-
ndicart d.fference it the number of hours spent in crgan.zed
spurts per seek was recorded. 6 Th.ware-ts of :els-_re-tirbe
pcn-readers' -ere more actively .- sports per week
tin - o e parents of tine readers' at a s.6 .f.2art eEi of prob-
a.b:.:ty. 7 F.7.-r_Lo.es are a e.gf,icant occr.pation
for _ne "reacers' at a of pro-Jan..

imp..:atosf:r Tean.n.ng a
RE.-a-th-g as a life-t.rne `:a: it is a rea..stic ob,ectile teat

should be --m..,;ed by tne classroom teasner. Read.-g -eels
to be seen as a r.eas-r-a.ble and reward.-.g expe.r.e-cis

C:assroorn ..brar.es sztn-tild foster read .g for relaxat.on.
Book oobk talks, book sales, basest: e a-o l.trary
and .n-class sess.s-s of reading for en,cy me-t eho.i.t.' be en-
couragect tp 'in:hit-ate a love for reading.

Implications for the Home

The leisure-time activities of youngsters and parents corre-
late very realistically. Parents do ererc.se exemplary role
in television viewing. If parents sere seen readirg as well as
televiewing. youngsters rr..ght turn to read.ng mere freluentky.
Availability of appropriate books as well as conversati n in tbe
home about books seem to be justifiable s.iegestfc,

_Order No 71-11,36 t, 117 pages.

TMs amonrr or kits its
SCHOOL STUDENTS AFTER
T1 IN SCHOOL

INILLSOP, Lillian Arlie, EdD.
Indiana University, 1277'

Chairperson: Leo Fay

Statement of the

This Bind), was done to deter=
attonal reading of junior high school
given time In school to read mattri
main problein was to describe and-c
reading done by Sharon Junior High
initiation and after each nine week

DONS BY JUNIOR NM
RE TO FREE READING ,

roblem

the changes in the recre-
ts when they were

their own chcgce. The
e the recreational

tool students before the
nt of the program to

7



deter-,t une. what changes:pad occurred. Two subsidiary prob.
'ems.were to deser.be and compare the students' attitudes to--ard read str_, -wct ,( P ' d -the

.
; ch

)uruDatu
were b ained un the am-ant Ut material read by 656r high scho sfoc4.-nts..n Sharyn, frurn the

studkts' responses on the Nor.-Ass)g-ed Read. -:,. Records and
the Pagent Questionvq.res rirath desizned fur th.s study+. Tne
data on r,tt.tudes were cAtanied Jy the ES:ES Scale toMeasure Attvides TowardReading a:-.5t1,fr Opirii,_rn Scale (de-atgre:d for this study) was used to obtain and teacher
opini-41 corrtern.ng the program

nine Vitt, .1,

Methods and Procedures
The Non- Assigned Reading Records were administered four

tames during the year, before the program began and alter eachelse week segment. The number and percentage of students
readiqg each material !books, magazines, newspapers, comic

)books, TV Guide, record Jackets, and other materials) weremanned and compared after each testing according to the&amber of days, iteins, an.i minutes read.
The Parent Questionnaires were sent home after 18 and 27

weeks of the program. The returns were exarried bn the basis
'o+ and percentage of parents responding to eachqser

The Estes' Scales were administered be4re and after theprogram. The number and percentage of 'students-in each 10
point interval were examined and compared:

Findings and Conclusions
The maJor findings and-concliisions were: I. There was as

increase in the number of days, items, and minutes the students
rend each material between the first and fourth testingi. 2. Theinalimum number of days, items, and inmates, or the numberof olludents reading at the maximum, usually tocriased between
the first and fourth testuigs These findings indicate that oneway to encpurigh students t do more independent recreatIonal
resdug would be to allow school time for re-creational reading
using materials of their .clicilce. 3. The amount of increase wasout consistent between t
crease betw

estings. Usually wally there was a small
een the first. and second testings and a larger in-

crease between either the second anctthird ane fourth testuigs,
iolicating that a short period of time is not necessarily indica-tive of the reading students will do when provided recreational
reading time in school. 4. There was a sex and/or grade pref-
orms* for each material. 5. There was a shift toward more
positive attitudes toward reading, indicating that ens way to
prove tttiktbdes toward reading would be to provide

ua-

reeding time in school. S.-The parents felt their children were
doing recreational readinfat home for ajmosi ne.p_iwr per day
by the.end
they

of the year; they were reading books faster 'than
had previously, and they were spending more time reads(

, doling the year of the prtgrata. -7-.,The teachers and t,be ma-jerky of the students Lelt-t program had been successful and
sheeld be coadeliset. Order No. 77- 27,00?, 314 pages.

4 ltP1 EVALUATION OF THE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL READING
LABORATORIES IN THE DEARBORN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

WS, Donald Raul, Ed.D.
Walvis State Univeisity, 1976

Major Professor: Donald Marcotte

This study, conducted in the Dearborn Public Scnools, Dear-
born, Wig, was designed to determine the effect,readiag
laborstosies Muse opus 1,217 grade aloe *adept achievement -

4md tbidr remittent change of UMW* toward reading.

This quasi-experimental program c.aluation utilizqc1 the
statistical anal)sis of coi.ariance and two-ailed t-test in aria-
lyzing.rcad,rgc: mprehension gains, Mean score gains were

_ compared for 'hose students who receied none, ten weeks, and
more than ten weeks of reading laboral.ory instruction during
the 1975-76 school year. Furthermore, the mean score gains
were analyzed on the basis of gender, '.oluritary' or 're-
quired" attendance in the reading laboraones, and reading
comprehension achievement le%ela.

Student lie.» s toward reading scores »ere sub;ect to the
statistical analysis of Nat-ance and two -'ailed t-test.
tive e:al'uation of 69 selected grade rine sadents was mea-
sured to assess a change .n students at'.:-de to»ard reading,

As a risult of the rr.estigalor and ne statisic al analsea
of the data four of the ..E.:Se rullh:i-o",eses were ree-ced.

Major find:rgs 1. There was a one gro..th in the
mean reading comprehension scores of grade aloe v./dents
over acre ear period. This*gro-..m.h »as a ::aired stole 417

out of the 1,217 studer's acually par'ic.pa:ed in the reading

laboratory. 2 There as no sgr.:f.ca.-: iffere-ce in mean
reading Curt prehP-sic-. galns Ere...keen 'hose grade nine stu-
dents who recer.ed no read -g laboratoz-, .nstruction, ter, weeks

of .reacLrg :alx)ratory irstrucion, more than ten weeks of read-

ing laboratory .nst'ruction. 3. After grouping students by level
of achre'.err.ent 'as measured oy the pretest) there was a sig-
nificant difference between the mean reading comprehension
gainswin facrr or the students cass.fled as low-achieving as
'compared to an expected one year's growth. 4. Those average-
actuevirg grade s'idems mean reading cornc,rehecsion
gains were not s cl.fferer from the ex'-,...ec'ed one
year's grow-th. ,5 The gro-up Of students, .den:fied as 1-,4.1»...
achieving, achieved i's.grufcant laci of growth is mean reading

corr-ire'erson gains 6. Afti.r rece,ving instrucuon In the
reading abralciry there was no sigrificant difference .n stu-
dents', c'ass_f,ed as *vol-ntary" and -req,...red' in laboratory
atterearce, rre.ar. reading comprehension gains. 7. A differ-
ence in gender was not significa.-.: when cc par:-_g mown read-

ing con r.pre)-cns.on gains. 8r Grade r..ne stutie-ts had a
sig,-.11:can:'.y less pos.t.ve view toward reading after ha.irki
par-.:c:pated in a reading laboratory han the norm grnup.
9. There 'was a significant difference Detween the sexes, when

the sudents, were measured 'by the S.*udent Views On. P.eacring

instr..rr.e-t, favor of the female. 10 Student :le...5 tc,o/ard

reading mean scores did not sign.f.car.11) duffer bet.» een those
students classified as `v".-2.,,r.tary" and those S.JdEn:s classified
as being "required" to attend 'he read rg "aboratory. ltilei\Group-

mg on the basis of achielerre-t of grade rune s
did not result in a significant d.ffere-ce In mean views toward
reading scores among those who participated in.. a reading

laboratory. .

CONCLUSIONS-

Ten weeks of reading laboraori trstructaor. was oeneficial

for the low-achieving grade nine students. More than ten weeks
at reading lat*ratory instr-coon did not improve the reading rs

comprehension score of the low-achieving students. Further-
mare, high-achieving students should not receive more than
ten weeks c readinelaboralory instruction.

The scheduling of studentrinto the reading laboratory no
either a "voluntary' or 'required' basis does not affect reag..
leg comprehension gains.

Students Who participated in the reading laboratory hid a
less positive attitude toward reading Than those students oho
did not partscipate in the reading labiratory.

Ter No. 774430, 107 palm
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A STUDY OF AN INDIVIDUALIZED READING PRO9,RAM
FEATURING READING RATE, COMPREHENSION ANI,
VOCABULARY AT THE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL

lifELNON, Juanita Eastman, EdD.
University oYNorthern Colorado, 1976

A comparison of individualized instruction versus the-tra-.

(Waal basal method of teaching developmental reading to
junior high school students was performed. Comparisons of
mean gains In reading rate scores, comprehension scores and
vocabulary scores were made. The study hypothesizedthat.
dlikrences in mean perforrnance gains of tie two groups would
fail to attain significance at the 05 level.

Ninety-four eighth grade students of the Spring Lake-Park,
Minnesota school district participated in the study The stu-
dents were assigned randomly into two experimental groups
each receiving the basal reading instruction program. The
experimental format consisted of elements identified by a con-
sensus of literature as characteristic of the individualized in-
struction approach. Both experirnentatl and control groups

j were assigned the identical instructor, and were registered
for the same developmental reading course as rescribed in

the district's junior high school curriculum.
Participants were adminikered the Gates-MacGinitie Read-

ing Survey Test, Forms 1M, DA, and 3M prior to and following
the treatment period. Differences in pretest/pcettest mean
gaii for each group were analyzed with t-tests for s
cance of difference between correlated samples. The 'mean
gains of experimental and control groups were compargd and
analyzed by means of t tests for significance of difference
between independent samples. The .05 level of significance
VW adopted fbr rejection of the null hypotheses.

Findings of the studrare presented in two categories:
(1) reading gains resulting from individualized and basal read-
ing Instruction and (2) comparison of individualized and basal
reading' rogram effectiveness.

In each of the three reading performance areas investi-
pied, sigaillead reading pies were experienced by the ex-
periasertal sad ccntrol Poop d the study. The Mean pins

for each gramenosnded the .01 barb of aptificaNce. Specific
Endless inchseled (1) the Armee* Phis by both azPoirlasdatai
and control group mMects were registered is readismapeed
sad comprehension. This finding was confirmed for all stu-
dents. (2) Mean grade level gains experienced by the expert-
*metal group exceeded one-half year in each reading area foi-
Teedng the nine-week 4reatroent period, and exceeded one'and
ens -halt years in reading mooed. (3) Mean grade level gains of
Meg group students ranged from one-third year to one year

the strongest performance in reading speed. (4) Experi7
mental group students receiving afternoon instruction regis-
tered significanby higher gains in reading comprehension than
did the group receiving morning instruction.

No significant difference in reading achievement between
Ise experimental and control groups of the study occurred is
any phased reading instruction. This Ending was evident ter
oil studeat groups. Specific findings included 11) Although es-
porb000tal poop subjects of the study evidenced greater mesa
Pis then did control group subpects in reading speed and vo-
sabulary, the basal program group evidenced greater mean
pia is reading comprehtmeics. (2) Among male students of
the etudythtme Receiving thellvidualizad instruction generally
recorded greater mesa pies than did basal program group
nienhersa Assam female students, basal group members gee=
era* imortleg motor moos mono than did amomborl His

ospoilmomlel poop.

*,

4

'Drawn from findings of the study, and subject to limitations
of the populationinvestigated, two conclusions and related im-
plications are advanced regarding the effectiveness 'di indi-
vidualized and basereading tructiOnal programs.' (I) Both
the individualized and the basal reading program strategies
represent effective methods of raising student academic read-
ing Performance. (2) Neither the individualized nor the basal
approach to reading instruction is superior to the other in r'aiti-
ing the reading level achievement.

With the expectation ofzelativelY equal achievement, there-
fore, school personnel may responsibly base the selection of
reading instructional methodblogy upon factors of individual
teacher and student pz;s4e\ence.

Order No i7-11,0711,.115 pages.

A COMPARISON GF THE EFFECTIVE-NESS OF. TWO
METHODS OF TEACHENG HEADING TO A sr LECTED
GROUP OF SEVEN-M3 GRADERS

ROBINSON, Sandra Longfellow, Ph.D
Duke UniNersity, 19/6

Supervisor: Arne H. Adams

Teaching students to read is perceived as an Important re-
sponsibility of the school. Statistics have been collected to
demonstrate that studells who have completed eletnentary
school are still har.rig difficulty with reading skills. Althotigki
the importance of teaching reading in the junior high school

Aas been recopnzed, few research studies concerning effective
or wars techniques hate been conducted.

The purpoge of this study was to compare the effectiveness
of two methods of teaching reading to a selected group of sev-
enth grade;S, Atotal_of _ninety -six students in two groups par-_
ticipated in reading instructional programs based upon either
a commerciV program, Plus land Plus 10, or a diagnostically
based instrielonal program, nnchrnent of Reading for Ado-
lescents (ERA), written by the investigator.

,

At the conclusion of the lli-week instructional period, stu-
dentain the Commercial Program had a mean galn score on
the Stanford Achievement Test - Paragraph Meaning of 0.8
months. The mean gain score of students in the ERA program
was 4.5 months. The difference between these mean gain
scores was significant to the 0.069 level. In addition, the
mesa gain score for sfemales in the Commercial Progrim
Grow was -0.1 months.; females in the ERA program achieved
a mean gain score of 5.8 months. The difference between the
mean gain scores of females in the Commercial Program and
females in the ERA'prograin was statistically significant
(p < 0.05). Males in both the Commercial Program group and

"the ERA group exhibited mean pin scores.of 3.1 months and
there was no statistically sigrattant difference in the mean
gainsecorgs.

in regard to these likings, wduld appear that females
seem to profit more from the di ostically-based ERA ap-
pinach than the Commercial Progr , Phis 4 and Plus '10.
Males seemed to benefit from both thods of reading instruc-
tion. For these reasons, teachers d to be knowledgeable
concerning the utilization of di4ve.i findings in program

- construction. Reading spec idea sho receive intensive
or deVelopmenial

ndings appear to be
mica in seventh-

1 1,852, 241 paps.

preparation in these areas. Remedial
reading programs based upon diagnostic
beneficial and Mould be considered for i
gnaw carrieuloon. Order No.
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COMPARATIVE EFFECTS OF 'SEER TUTORING STRATE-
GIES, INDIVIDUAL 'STUDY, AND TEACHER INSTRUCTION
ON .THE READING ACHIEVEMENT AND INTERPERSONAL
RELATIONSHIPS OF SECONDARY SCHOOL STL DENT'S

ROSENBLOOM, 'Cil-OT Louise, Ph.D
The Catholic University of Amenca, 1977

The purpose of this study was to examine the compara-
tive effects of peer tutoring strategies, individual study, and
teacher instruction, on the reading achievement and interper-
sonal relationships or secondary school students within the set-
ting df their sell-contained English classes The peer tutoring
strategies followed a didactic role alternation procedure stu-
dents were paired jt.random in changing peer tutoring rela-
tionships, so that each participant was given the opportunity to
play the teaching r.ole approximately the same number of times.
The effectiveness of a tutor training program based on the
principles and techniques of behavioral learning theory was
also studied.

Subjects (N=93) were from five tenth grade English classes
in a Virginia public high school. One of these classes was ran-
domly designated the cOntrol group, within each of the remain-
ing four classes, subjects were randomly assigned to one of

required reading
improvement program.

Treatment I (Peer Tutoring With Learning Reinforce-
aient Theory Training) used the instructional mode of peer tu-
fotouringrtf, after riBeceiving training.
Dyads for peer tutoring followed the didactic role alternation
procedure, Treatment II (Peer Tutoring Without Learning Re-
inforcement Theory Training) also used peer tutoring with the
didactic role alternation procedure,,but no learning reinforce-

. ment theory training.gzs te'reatment HI (Individual Study
With Teacher Supervision) comp et reading program in-
dividually; their English teachers provided supervision. Treat-
hient IV (Group Based Teacher instruction) received group
based teacher lust: lac don.

The Davis Reading Test and a lemantic differential were

administered on a pre- and posttreatment basis to measure the
dependent variables level of comprehension, speed of com-
prehension, and interpersonal relationships.

Univanate analyses of variance and covariance, with teacher
and class period as blocking variables, were used to test for
Significant differences between the foiir treatments with re-
spect to reading achievement and interpersonal relationships.
Analyses of variance and covariance were also used to test for
significant differences between the four treatments and the con-
trol group with respect to their-reading achievement and inter-
personal relationships. Certain pairwise means were also ex-
untried.

Among the fplar treatments, no significant differences were
found for reading achievemint or interpersonal relationships.
When the four treatments were compared With the control group,
the null hypothesis was rejected for the variable, speed,qf com-
prehension; no significant differences were found for level of
comprehension or interpersonal relationships. Comparison
of the control group with each treatment for the Variable, speed
of comprehension, showed the control groupto have developed

'this skill significantly better than peer tutoring with learning
rebdorcement theory training and group based teacher instruc-
tion.

Although the control group did not receive systematic read-
ing instruction, its course work during the-stuily--independent
reading assignments--could be considered a fifth treatment.
The fact that the control group worked independently and at
their,own rate, may also have contributed to their improve-
ment. On inforval questionnaires, most subjects noted that
they would have preferred self-instruction had they been al-
lowed to choose their instructional mode In light of this, it
appears that independent study has rilich applicability for the
secondary level classroom. While results did not support pre -
vious-research regarding the effectiveness of peer tutoring.
there were indications that this strategy would be more accep-
table to secondary school students if pairing relationships were
not imposed. The Wier tiveness of a tutor training program
based on learning reinforcement theory was not substantiated

Further study is warranted on how to constrictively utilize
students' influence upon each other in the classroom. Clarifi-
cation is als8 needed on the effectiveness of a peer,tutoring
strategy which permits secondary school students to form their
,wn dyads and determine their own role designations.

Order No. 77-20,807, 177 pages.
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AN ANALYSIS OF ATTITUDE CHANGES TOWARD SCHOOL,

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE, SELF-CONCEPT AND READING

OF SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS LNVOII,VED LN ,,A

CROSS-AGE TUTORING EXPERIENCE

SAUNDERS, Laserik, Ph.D.
United States International university, 1976

Chairman: Vernon E Anderson

THE PROBLEM. The problem cif this study was to deter-
mine tf tutors who were involved,was tutors in a cross-age tutor-
ing program with elementary students over a period of eight
Weeks would show an attitude change in self-concept, in reading,
-and toward school when compared to student non-tutors.

METHOD. Subject students and controls were selected from
a ninth grade class in a junior high school and from an eleventh
and twelfth grade class from a senior high school and were

given pretests and posttests of a Semantic Differential Instru-
ment over a sucteen- week period from September 20, 1971

through January 30, 1976 in San Diego California. Attendance
data for the subjects and controls were obtained to note changes
In the absentee rates for the subject groups and the controls.

An analysis of variance was used to compare adendanctdata
for the study group and the control group over time, aid a t test

was used to compare result's from the Semantic Differential.
These were the principal designs used to obtain the findings.

The first hypothesis, which stated that secondary school
student tutors who have tutored elementary school tutees for
four months demonstrate a higher positive attitude change in
self-esteem when compared with secondary school student non-
tutors, wasi not supported by the findings.

The second hypothesis, which stated that secondary school
student tutors who have tutored elementary school tutees for
four months demonstrate a higher positive attitude change in
sell-esteem when compared with secondary school student non-
tutors, was not supported by the findings.

The third hypothesis, which stated that secondary school
student tutbrs who have tutored elementary school tutees for .

four months demonstrate a high positive attitude change in feel-
ings- about school when compared with secondary school student
nos-tutors, was not supported by the findings.



Tht, fourth hypothesis stated that secondary school student
tutors are more regular in school attendance than non-tutor
students over a school semester extending from September,
1975, through January, 1976. The findings could not support-
nor reject the hypothesis, as the subject students did not show
significant pins when compared to the controls, but had signifi-
cantly better attendance rates than the controls.

RESIJLTS. 1. Student tutors from the senior high school and
the junior Righ sctTbol showed no significant changes u' attitude
toward reading, toward self, and toward school. 2. Student
tutors from the junior high school and the senior high school
shoved no significant changes in attendance. when compared to
non-tutors: 3. Junior high school tutors had better attendance
rates when compared to non-tutors. 4. The student tutors
showed no decrease in attitudes toward Teading, toward self,
and toward school. 5. The tutors, showeda high regard yward
reading, toward self, and toward school on the pretest and post-
test.

CONCLUSIONS. An examination of the problem of tais study
and the findings lead to the following conclusions: 1. The cross-

/age tutoring programs at Wilson Junior High School and at Lin-
coln-Senior High School were not successful in significantly '

changing tutor attitudes toward readingf' toward self, and toward
school, and did not havt a positive effect on decreasing the num-
ber of days absent for the tutors. 2. The cross-age tutoring
prograrn's at Lincoln Senior 11.kh School and Wilson Junior High
School had an overall positive effect on the tutors' attendance.
3. it can be concluded through implication that the cross-age
tutoring lrograms hadtan effect on maintaining a positive atti-
tude toward reading, toward self, and toward school. .
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