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‘,'mm OF EXPRESSEN ATTITUDES OF SECONDARY
PRINCIPALS OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN TOWARD .
CTERISTICS OF A THEORETICALLY IDEAL READ-
PROGRAM
.Y .
BURNS, Janice Freeman, Ed.D.
ﬁme State Umiversity, 1977

Major Pgpiessor: James Blake

-

Statement of the Problem
The mm;m’ se of this investigation was to discover the
degree 1o win rincipals ¢f the state of Michigan are pre-
pared to assume leader ship roles o secondary school reading
programs.

Procedures

. The investigation was designed to collect data, through the

—, 'use of a Likert-type scale, o compare expressed attitudes of
selected reading experts concerning the characteristics of an
ideal reading program, and the expressed attitudes of secondary
primeipals concerning those same characteristics (question
aumber one).

Por the scale construction, statements regarding the char-
acleristics ¢f an 1deal reading program were written on the
basis of authoritative opinion expressed in both educational
journals and secondary reading texts

Data were also celleoted, through the use.sf a2 questionnaire,
to abtain Dertinent information on principals with and without
formal traifing in reading, with and without experience a8 a
priacipal or assistant principal, and with and without the ability
%0 same professional journals which consistently publish arti- -
cles about secondary reading (questions two, three, and four).

The scale and guestionnaire were sent to 625 secondary
priscipals in the state of Michigan, The samg material was
alse sent to 35 reading experts throughout the country, chosea
om the basis of their strong publication record 1n nationally
reputable professional journals and textbooks. Seventy-nine
pereent of Michigan secondary principals responded to the
seale and questionnaire, and, 85% of the selected reading ex- -
perts responded. The wére examintd o terms of the
degree of congruence a the frequency distributions.

» *Results

- The pri findings of the investigation were: an exami-

/" atien of the frequency distributions revealed the strength of
agreement or disagreement was higher ameng reading experts
thes amoag priscipals for 18 of the 30 scale items. Further
examiration of the {requency distributions revealed very little
difference of response between the subgroups.

a

Y rd
. Conciusions )
. ~
The strength of agreement or disagreement was higher
_ ammeng reading experts than among principals for 18 of the
scale items. This fact, combined with the possibility the re-*
malaing items failed to discriminate because of the theoretical
rafier than practical nature of the items; items which princl-
pals perhape perceived as irrelevant, leads to further conjec-
wmre. This inference, with the analysis of the vari-
%movermdmmndpmuvqulm than
e ciarses in formal reading instruction, and over 74% could |
ast mame prolessional jourmals which conpistently publish arti-
elos sbout secondary regding, suggests the need for principats
2 be better prepared 1o assume leadership roles in secondary

- Implications

1 The st.dy mizk: be replicaied n ~ther populations such
-as sdbject- natter leachers « 7 read ng snoecialisis. 2. Future
pesearchers mi2nt invest:gate Calezories C.Ner than tod five
select. ¢ bv the investigatcr  There mav be a more concide
breakzo.m of ra;ur components of a read:ng ;rogran. 3. More
concise wording might rane tne scale items less theoretical
;m irrelevant, and therelore f 2 more practicdl nature to
principals. 4 Tne seed to examine onjectively curpent pre-
service course ollerings, a2 well as the possihility of future
coursesaiored specifically i3 the needs of adm.mustrators
needs 10 be explored 5 The effects of utilizing well-trained
personnel to coordinate, with the aimimsiralor, a relevant ip-
service reading program should pe expiored. 6. Futare invest-
gators mignt well take a look at olrer variadbles that rmight
influence Lh.e attitudes of principals. 7 TFhe potential for effect-
uag change in alutudes loward characteristics of an ideal read-
ing program should be invesiigated
Order No 77-23,951, 178 pages.
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TEE EXFECTS OF ROCK MUSIC ON THE READING COM-
PREHENSIOR OF EIGHTHE-GRADE STUDENTS

FRANKLIN, James Leo, PR D,
The University of lowa, 1976

Supervisors. Professor Erwin H. Schneider
Professor Bill Carl F Spider

Thas stady sought to determune if sigruficant differences ve-
carred in reading compreéhension test 8COTes among three :
growpe of eighth-grade students who, while taking a reading
comprehension test, either heard high-intensity Rock music,
low-intens:ty Rock music, or no music. In addition, the study
sought to compare reading comprehension test scores among

the three groups of eighth-grade students after using intellf--

gence M¥vel as a covariate, prior reading comprehension test

wcores as a covaniate, and grade-po:nt average as a covariate.
Eight Rock records, selected from a recent Top THirty Jist

two, weeks prior {o the actualtesting, were recorded on 2 mas-

ter tape for use in the main study, The low-inténsity, or *soft®

uMngulevel, consisted of a predominant level of 74 db with

a prevailing range of 69-79 db’s, 4nd the -intensity 1

or the “preferred® Listening level of the suh!ﬁcu, a ptmf

“Tzv:iljd ’85 @ with a prevailing e of 80-90 db's.

. ty - four subjects participatisg 1n the main st were
tested individually during a twenty-five minute period;yu...
The subjects were randomly assigned to either 2 controf group,
or eme of two experimental groups (low-intensity, or high-
intemsity Rock musi¢). Bach subject was administered the Ad-
vanced Reading Test, Form F, of the Meiropolitan Achievement |

et .

Amalyses of the data wsing 2 standard computer
pregram, consisted of 2a amalysjs of variance (7 test) of the
difference among the growp meas scores oe the readiag com-
prolhumeton tost; uldymdmbduﬂom
differences in intelligence levels, differences in scores om &
prier reading comprehension test, or differences in grade-point
averages 0o scores of the reading comprehension test; and a
chi-square analysis of questionnaire responses to determine
whether responses of the three groups differed.signaificantly.

Although differences in growp mean scores on the reading
wummmumﬁaam
MM&Wmemmm
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mean scores at the 05 level of confidence. This resuit led to
the conclusion that neither” Rock music, nor the ;ntensity level R
at wr on s presented al least tunge ‘elels o) zed nthis

study w:l!

affect s

S oTastyy cne read.rg torprehersicn of
young peopie lecpro,zll, & g% " -gmde c1ud.71s who | sfento
Rock muggc anle c—gag-.:d civeat op of sioving act vy es

ne 27Ty 58 of C_.ar ar e sie7 re.ealed ©nat tnere were no

sigmPcant aifferences a— g

N

<
srately .sing 1fte.ligente e,
comprehenrsi10n 18t scires
erage as a covariate,

F:nally, while prefere~t:al read.~g a~d ¢ .dy.ng *-e~de with
Rock music were 1ndicated o, the r ng
the g.est:ons on tre Quest.<n-a.Te, % -85 ar
level of cinfidence) revea.ed <hat ine respirses of
groups <! sih.etts.did not dller aignificantiy
wag ¢-~Tizded nat there werenb e gnlica™ d.ifere-tes among

the groups with respect 1< {reguency .se ¢! Pocx music zhyle
study:ng Also, there mere ™ s5.g7 ¢, d.“crerces amang *
the gro.ps with'respect 1o wWhetner or - e, *mougnt n.steming
to music was weipful v e & d.iag And feany there mere
no diflererces aming *ne gri.iS W 'r respelt tn v etlier or not
they fe.t they wwre aZ.e "0 T I r3te E5la., wed W€ £ udy-
. ing with musiC or withe.* or.sic v : .
o - Order No 77-18 085, 94 pages.
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THE TEACHING OF HIGH SCHOOL FEADING, 1%18-1972
OBJECTIVES AS STATED IN PERIODICAL LITERATLRE
]

FULTON, §% riet A, P-D :

East Texas Stale Looeersiti, 2377

Adviser: Jamres B
¢+ Purpoge of the Siudy -~ The major pRrposs of this investiga-
tion was to prepare a chronclogical evoluticn of objectines for
the teach:ng of high schoo! reading in the Ln‘u'.ed States daring
the 1913-1972 period, as ind.ca'ed in gelectes periodical ieT-
ature * . :

Procedure: The years between 19138 and 1972 ere d.vided

into 61x subperiods The mistorical’research rethod was oti-
lized, and selected professicnal Journals were examined for
ar'leles which containe. objettt ey wr the toalb.og ¢f sigh
school reading, The statements of objectives which were
gleaned from the articles were categorized as cognitive, affec-
tive, psychomotor, of cuitural. Based upon their common areas
of concern, these slatements of objectives were then sub- cias-
sifled 1nto seventeen objectfve types. The obtained data were
recorded and labulated withit and across subperiods, according

, to frequency of occurrence, category, are3 of authorship, and

y".;'ind% The major {indings of the study included the fol-
K lowing 1-Authors associated with institutjons of higher educa-
tion were consistently responsible for wriling the mostarticles,
with miscellaneous educators accounting for the second highest
amount, and secondary educators providing the least. 2. Cogni-
tive objectives were the most commonly found throughout all
subperiods, while affective objectives rahked second, psycho-
motor objectives were third, and cultural objectives received
the least attention. 3. The “most important” objegtives across
swperiods were~“comprehension,” *word aMack,” "attitudes
sad \nterests,” “visial-motor,” ‘interpretive- creative,” and
*etdy skills.” 4. Within and acfoss ssbperiods, all groups

of ssitors masifested 2 Nigh degree of similarity in regard

the “mest important” shjectives. ) . 4
. . : /
Q : . o
ERIC .- - ¢
. . - *
. . L . R

Conclusions: upon the findings ofthe study, the fol- -
lowing caxcluﬂonsBKfe made: 1. Higher educators weje more
prominent 1n the developrhent of redding obrectives for the
teacring of high school reading than were secondary or miscel-
laneous educators. 2. Cogmwye objectives probably had the
greatest general appeal, perhaps beeause of the emphas:s va

ak_nu development 3. The uitimate aim fog reading 1o theU-ited
States appears (o Be moving toward an increas= in literacy.

4. Society’s values are indicated in the high school reading cur-
riculum 5, There was a tendency Tor indivioual obectives 12
overlap {rom ore scbperiod to the next, aks Yhe “most important® -
objectives emerged 8 There.was a tendency for all three
categories of authors to ¢ Mphasize the sdme objectives acrods

the six subperiods. Order No, 77- 21,548, 468 pagés
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THE USE OF MATCHING MODELS AS AN INSTRUCTIONAL
PLANNDIG AND STAFF DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY AND
ITS EFFECTS ON READRG PERFORMANCE OF STUDENTS

GENNARI, Phtricia A%n, Ed.D .
Unrivers:ty of fattsburgh, 1377

lzv:m’s conceptumalizafion of Behavior as a #iinctions of the
Perscn’and the Environment, or B = {(P,E), can be viewed as

a paradigm or cocrdinating systern for the study of the inter
actionrs between 1pdividual students and educational emviron--
rents  The Behavitr-Person-Environment model can provide
tre s ructural {ramfe 4ore needed to aralyze the dec.siyv-mak-
.ng strateges used by tcachers in the tea:?u-zg-‘.e?,r'mg pro-
cess The speciix {icus of thus study was toncerned =ith two
aspects of the teach.rz-learning process (@) instruct:omal
dec.s..” raking, and D) the folg of the teacher
Tre Cornceptual Levei Matchung Modd, derived froma ¢,
theur; of personality development, was used 29 a means for
establ:shing hypo'ngses about expected Stodent outcomes in
readins ach:everzent as a result of match.ng models 1nstrue-
s on
. The purpose of this study was to cpllect, aralyze, ard \enl-
.uate classruom process data resulting from plann.ng activities
whjch emphasize matching mgdels a5 a decision-making strat-
-egy for teachers at varying stages of role acqusition and to
formuiate specific hypotheses conperning the relationshyp be-
tween structional planning activities and subsequent student
performance in feading . .
Teacher decision making was analyzed with regard to the °
' selected concept- of role acquisition, i.e., the process associ-
atcd with a person’s functioning tn a role over ticce  Two com-
ce;xs tn role acqusition were featuredgin this study The first
pertained to expectations anq the secord pertained to decisjons
which are made by pergons a8 a result of these changing expec-
tations .o t
Tre study consisted of three phases (aJ Orientation-In-
forn.ation, (b) Mmplementation of Matchurg Models, and
{c) Aralysis of Studernt Outcomes and Evaluation of the Train-
ing Model In Phase 1, an initial description of the Conceptual
level Matchung Model was presented to teachers The training
mode]l was nitiated as the basis for implementing matching
models instruction Six steps were included (a) Specifying
Objectives, (b) Obtaining Information abouwt Xudents; (c) Clas-
sifying the Students, (d) Translating Charatteristics into Teach-
*  iag Approaches, @) Providing A ate Environments, and
) Repeating the Cycls. Informatiop relatiag to each of these - -
steps was presented during staf{ traising sessions.
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Phase 2 of the study involved the implementation of the
- Comceptual Level Matching Model with 76 seventh-grade stu-
dents. Based on the siz-step application process, teachers at
varying stages of role acquisition selected one of three deei-
sion-making patterns as the basis for implementing matching
.models . Each team member then received trainir¥iromp staif
developers based on the decision-making pattern
concergqing the types of patterns purgued by mdxvxl:lual teachers
was collected by staff developers
During the third and fifial phiase, data obta:ned from r.ea-
sures of selected student owtcomes 1n reading were analyzed
- amd reported to the team Based on these results, the traigng
, model was evaluated and the reldtionship between matching
models as a decisidn-making strategy and student oytcomres
in reading was discussed.
In summary. the study 13cluded an analysis of three types
of data (a) student outcome data ottasned from student per~
] formance on the reading subtests of the Jowa Test of Basic,
Skills, (b) Classroom Environment Survey assessments ahich
were designed :or siygnts tc evaluate tneir environments in
. terms of rine ; ~vironmemtal components, and (c) teacher rode
scquisition data which included information rechrded during 4
observation 5€85.00S. .
' - The data compiled and afalyzed d.rirg thus study ind:cated
e -0'54;& rglanmsbap between planning activities which erhpha-
size rcatchung models as a decision-making strategy and sub-
sequeraly student performance ir. reading could not be estab~
Hshed at this t:me. The daia also suggest that a training
program designed tc prepare teachers in the matching models
concept 3ppears: (a) to increase their flexibility in teaching,

o

and (b) to promote tikir develupmental p'rogressin through
the four stages of role acquisition.
. . . Ogder No 77-21,220, 223 pages
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‘AN INVESTIGATION OF THE, FACTORS THAT INFMJENCE
"BOYS IN GRADE NINE WHO'ARE CAPABLE-READER§ TO
SEEK OR AVOID READING AS A LEISURE-TIME PURMIT
LAMARRE, Gilbert Ovila, Ed D :
Bostoh University School of Education, 1977

Major Professor- Thomas E. Culliton
‘- ¢

. Purpose '
‘ + »The purpose of the study was to invest.gate some factors that
.é&unce male grade rine capable readers to seek or avoid read-
ing asaleisure-time activity. Further, tfs study sought tc deter~
mine relationships between the attitude of the subeets toward
reading and leisure-time pursuits. Finally, the leisure actinities
of the subjects’ parents ‘were also studied as possible influential
factors in relation tothe subjects’ leisure-time reading habits,

-

Design and Procedures ]

: Geade nine above-average readers and their parents living
in an upper-middle-class commmnity in Western Massachusetts
were the subjects of this study. :

The subjects were selected by the California Test of Mental
Materity and The lowa Tests of Educational Development-Form
X-3 Reading Composite scores. -

;_hml H. Estes’s A Scale 1o Measure Attitude Toward
. was then adminigtersd to the subjects.

Specific majching questionnairies for the subjects and their
parents covered the following lstapre activities: l¢idure-time
hours, sports, amgasines, radie and phonograph listening,

movies, telqvisien viewing, musical instruments, asd travel.
3 o
1" ERIC
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‘ _Order No 77-11,367, 117 pages.

In addition to.the questionnaires, library vissts, library books
signed out, book iogs 1n English and social studies clzs’seswere
talbed for correlation between the sublelip and their parents.

TnEBub;ects who read mere than four ncuzs daring a week
in leisure time were classified as “readers”, and the subjects ¢
who read four hours or less a week were the *nor-readers”. . |

Intrrmabon . : ’

‘\
Conclusigns

, The following conclusicns weredrawn 1 The ability to
- read Boes nct necessar:l; geherate a pos.ite att:ode tyward
reading. 2 Leisure-t.me capable readers” and “~ch-readers®
and their respective parents fave apprcx:mazé'zg the s2T.e mum-
ber of [eisare hours per week. 3. The parerts of ‘readers® .
_read lewer nfhrs per weex than do dhe pare-ts of ‘non-read- .
ers”. Trerefore, the parents ¢xid nt De Zdeemed 2 ma;or
. exen.piany factor inthe study 4. Teien:sion V.ewing erierged
‘ag.a ma,of ieisare-time cunsumer Yor toe sad,ects and treir
parests  Parents of (e.suTe-time “non-readers® viewed more
Ctelev.s%on per whek at a e.gnilicant coellicient of protarb.lty.
'S, A 5.5, ects were very actyvely inveived .n sporte No sig-
nifica~t d.fference 1 the number of hours spent in crgan.zed
BpcTis per week was recorded. § T{ze’care*:s of leic.re-time
..... acttively 1nwcived [~ 5pOTlS per week
tha- t"e parents of Lie ‘readers” at a s.g-.f.2art legei 2! prob-
ab:.ity. 7 Hoonies are a s.g-{icant lersore-t . me <22czpation

for e *reaZersT ata (7 .evel <

.

Tmp:.zatz-sicr Teaz

- ne

e -3

Readi~g ag a itfe-s.me mamitisar
shcuid be ~uriuged by the classroom te
¢+ tobe seen as a ,:”.eas‘n'b'. ard reward.
Classrcom brar.es sfiould foster reaging for relaxat.on,
Bonk z.ibs, boox talks, book 52166, Dotrsicfe a=1 Lhrar; . isnts,
n-Class sess.ons of reading for en,crmet s
courageq to cuitivate a iove for reading.

Y
e
an

-

.
+  Implications {or the Home ‘

e leisure-time activities of youngeters and parents corre-
late very realist:cally. Parents do ewerc.se A- exemplary role -
in television viewing. If parems were sé€r readirg as well a8
.- telemiewing, youngsters m.ght turn to read.ng more {requently.
Availability of appropriate books as we.l as conversation in the <
home about hooks seem to be justifiable s;ggegip‘/
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THE AMOUNT OF FRRE REA
SCHOOL STUDENTS AFTER
TIME IN SCHOOL

DONE BY JUMIOR HIGH
RE TO FREE READING

i
H f . d

>

MILLSOP, Lillian Arlie, Ed.D.
Ichana Unjversity, 1977°

Chatrperson: Leo Fay

Statement of the Problem N

This lfucy was done {o determ

;iﬂm.ul reading of junior high school

ven ume in school to read mateéri of their gwn chaice. The
main probleln was to describe and ¢ e the recreational

rgadmg done by Sharun Junior High ‘ool students before the
witiation and after each nine week '

i .
the changes 1n the recre-
t8 when they were - P

ba e
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'd_etermms what Change
‘emsc\vere w f‘.escr.be
~ard readine wd b o)
[ .JY'.,‘u:?.l.- LRGN ~ ot - e
nune ‘i.’:.lr &~

c
Solires bt Daa
Data were obtuined ,n the am-
Janior high school sfudents -a Sharun, Pennsylias,a irum the
studdnts’ responses on the Nun-Assi—¢d Re:m'.ﬁ.: Records and
the Pagert QuestiomRa.res Muth des: med for thys study:, Thae
data on a:t.iudes were cbtuined by using the Estes Scale to
Mezsure Attiides Toward Reading andt ine Opinion Scale (de-

sigred for this study) was used ty obtain s'adent and teacher
. opn:oa comterning the program -

sﬁhad veeurred. Two subsidiary prob-
and compare the siudents’ atiitudes to-
St e o

Wit w4

Lonatipn ofvne
L BRI ]

s

ant of naterial reacd by 636

Methods and Procedures *

The Noni- Assigned Reading Recgrds were administerec four
tumes during the year, before the PTogram begar and after each
. nine week segment. The pumber and percentage of siudents
nl.dl_qg each material books, Magazines, newspapers, cormuc
\books, TV Guide, record jackets, and othet mater.als) were
examined and compared after each testing according to the
Lamnber of days, 1tens, and minutes r.ad,
The Parent Questionnaires were sent home after 18 and 27
weeks of the program. The returns were examined bn the basis
of the ntusbe r and percentage of parents responding to each
quest.on. -
The Estes’ Scales were administered bbire and after the
program. The number and percentage of Students-in each 10
potat interval were examined and compared.

)

Findings and Conclusions

The major findings and-conclusions were: 1. There was aa

imerease in the mumber of days, items, and minutes the studemts
. Jead each material between the first and fourth testings. 2. The

maximum sumber of days, items, and munutes, or the number

of students readmg at the maximum, usually tcreased betwecen

the {irst and fourth testings,

Wway to encpuragk students tq do more independent recreational

reading would be to allow school time for recreational reading

waing materiais of their choice. 3.

The amount of increase was
not consistent between testings. Usually there was a small 18-

erease between the {irst. and second and a larger in-
credse between either the second and' third and fourth testings,
imdicating that a short period of time 18 not necessdrily indica-
tive of the reading students wi1] do when provided recreational

4. There was a sex and/or grade pref-
1al. 5, There was a shift toward more ’

toward reading would be to provide recreational

me in school. 6.-The parents feit their chuldren were
doing recreatjonal rea.din{az home for r per day

by the.end of the year; they were reading books aster than
they bad previously, and they were spending more time reading
. déuiing the year of the program, 7 The teachers and the ma-
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4AM EVALUATION OF THE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL READING
LABORATORIES IN THE DEARBORN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

'MYS, Donald Raul, Ed.D.

Wayne Stite University, 1978 -

Major Professor: Donald Marcotte . ’

This study, ;onducted in lh; Dearborn Public Schools, D;u-
bora, Michigas, was designed 10 determine the effect reading

', " isborstories heve upom 1,317 grade nine studest schievement -

. Q;“l“rreﬂlﬂewdmubnﬁrm

ERIC -
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-
. — : taat utilizéd the
Ths quasx-ewpenmental program c‘.a,.m.ionr H A
statistical analysis of covanance and t‘:'o-':«u.c-d -:;snsx ) ana
lyzing-readr c:r"‘prchens:?n gains. Mean score g :
w .ved none, ten weeks, and
. compared for Those studerts who rece.‘\ ed’ one, ten ¥ bt
more than ten weeks of reading laborajory instruc on daring
the 1975-76 school year. Funhermorf, the mea.r: s -;:
were analyzed on the basis of gender, voluntary® or -
a'.'ter.da.nce in the reading labora‘ories, and reading

qmredlh n achieverment levels
hen€i0n a men . .
[ coms‘::;;entrsneus toward reading scores -ere subject ‘?,Ehe_'
statmetical aralysis of vatiance ard t0o-‘a.led t-test. : :(f .
tive evaluatron of £9 selected grade rine s,'udr.'-nts adasrvi
sured to assess a chapge .n stadents a'.'.:..df .‘r.,a.ar 1 »—d»"'n:és
As a‘:;s.m of the w.eshiganior ‘ne s.a.xsrxca aﬁa;i
of the data {our of the tnelve rail h;;o"'r_ses‘ ‘aine f.f.;\,c; =
v Majpf findirgs 1, There sasaonesfars 5‘,1:0*‘;:;; n.m ,
mean reading Comprelengion SCUres of grafe :dc s € ;”
over zvre year period Thisegrowth mas e_u.axrem»....ed
out of the 1,217 studer-s ¢ zally pa-"xc.p‘a;f-d xr: J‘efej g
laborziory. 2 There »-as no s.gnilcar: :....eredce.x.; setin_
read.rg cor prehersicn gains belacen those grace .r.«..e' s
dents # 5o received no read ag ‘:abora:or,;:s:.r:cix;;s.? :ead‘
g laboralory irsiruction, more Uan le ol rea
:’;’f;&‘;:wﬂ .:s‘.’rtuyctzom 3, After grc.:pxrrg'st“‘dents oy Xev-el
of achre- ement ‘as measured oy the pretest) .he:e waks a::;g -
nificant difference betweern the mearn rezd.ng cc..Apre..en-x”
ganswn faver or the 6t:derts c'ass.fied as 1ov.—achAeva1§ .
expecied one vear's growth, 4. Those_f.‘e ag
arhievity grade ~-e e adenis mean readng ccrn,:re..’ads.ron
gars were not ¢ g-.ic {rom Lhe‘ e’x‘pec e‘\ )ne-
year's growth. 5 The grozp of st.,df:*r.'.ls, .denx;.i:djisa::i:;mns
achievi-g, 2¢*ueved 2 s.gm."c‘an( tacy of gm'i:"m : ..r nv-,e
corrgrete-s:0n £2in8 6. Alter rece;v'u;g—jns‘(;cuoﬂ;;.. pm-
reading 'aboraicry there %as o ngn‘hc@.! md'ﬂ:"ﬂ,«;r‘awq
dents”, cass.fied as “vol.niary and req:.rf 17 ;. T
atterdzrce, mdan readirg comrprehension Ea:.;s..' . —prf-‘read_
ence in. perder was not sigraficant when c:*p:ai. :g's ;;’, it
\ng Comprerens.cn gans. 8r Grade r..r.? s'..u‘e,z. > ;.a‘ s
sxgr.;f:car.l‘.'ly less pOE.LVE ViEW towaré ‘read...g al f. l ~;
partcipated .n 2 reading laboratory ‘han the nOTT £ wphen
9. There was a s:igraficant difference set-ar_e:-: the Sexeps":i
the s-udents were meas.\red'by the S*.dent V 1e‘a‘s Or ‘e:‘un:
instr.ment, 1n facor of the female. 10 _S‘..:d’e,nt .xe-.‘s c; ard
reachng mean ecores did not signKcaniiy d;ue'r be'tl»ee!.. bt
studerts classified as “volsntary” and hose s‘.‘?c .S cl.lascmp_
as being “required” to attend ‘he re.:_:é rg a:or"a‘.:ar)t.. d;u
ing on the basis of achieseren lewel of grade _e _:s it
&d rot result in a sigr:ficant d.lleretce in mean “e,*d,.
reading scOres among huse who parsicipatedrn a reading
taboratory. -

ard

‘compared o an

3
art., dllerer:

CONCLUSIONS: . - q
Ten weeks of reading labora‘ory 1rstruchLion '—.af beneﬁcxi
for the lo-achieving grade nine stucents. More than ten we sf\
of reading laboratory instruction did not improve the ;‘E:?;:-
comprehension score of the low-achieving studsms. uu,n i
more, tngb-antnmn(’studems should not receive more
. ten weeks of reacing Jaboraltory insiruction.

‘ i i laboratory on
heduling of students:into the reading ry

eﬂh-:easfvolunt::y' or “required® basis does not affect read
rehension 8. ‘

llll;‘ommli ts ;ho pa;‘:’c’:pated in the reading laboratory had a

less positive attitude toward reading than those students who

te in the reading laboratory.
did not par\?cba e‘m ) 19430, 107 pages.
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A STUDY OF AN INDIVIDUALIZED READING PROGRAM
FEATURING READING RATE, COMPREHENSION AND
° VOCABULARY AT THE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL

NWELSON, Juanfta Eastman, Ed.D.
- University of Northern Colorado, 1976
" A companson’of individualized instruction versus the-tra-
ditional basal method of teaching developmental reading te
femior high school students was performed. Comparisons of
mean gains In reading rate scores, comprehension scores and
vocabulary scores were made. The study hypothesized that'
&Berences In mean perfornfance gains of the two groups woul
fail to attain significance at the 05 level. .
Ninety-four eighth grade students of the Spring Lake Park,
Minmesota school district participated in the study The stu-
dests were assigned randomly into two experimental groups
each receiving thie basal readipg instruction program.
experimental format consisted of elemepts identified by a con-
sensus ot Mterature as characteristic of the individualized in-
stroction approach. Bath experimental and control groups

j were issigned the identscal 1nstructor, and were registered
i

for the same developmental reading course ‘a8 .prescribed in
the district’s junior high school curriculum.

-Drawn from findings of the study, and subject to limitations
of the population investigated, two conclusions and related im-
Plications are advanced regarding the gffectiveness oY indi- -
vidualized and bas#’reading iMgtructibnal programs.’ (1) Both
the individualized and the basal reading program strategies
represent effective methods of raising student academic read-
ing performance. (2) Neither the individualized nor the basal
approach to reading instruction is superior to the other in rais-
ing the reading level achievement. |

Wit\fn the egpectatiof of relatively equal achievement, there-
fore, school personnel may responsibly base the selection of
reading instructional methodalogy upon factors of individual
teacher and student M\eqce.
L \ Order No 77-11,078, 115 pages.

A COMPARISON OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF TWO
METHODS OF TEACHING READING TO A SELECTED
GROUP OF SEVENTH GRADERS

. +ROBINSON, sandra Lorgfellow, Ph.D
Duke Univers)ty, 1976 - ‘

Participants were adm

red the Gates-MacGinitie Read-

- B AFuimext proviaed by Enic i .« *

Survey Test, Forms IM, 2M, and 3M prior to and following
g treatment period. Diiferentes in pretest/posttest mean

gaiis for each group were analyzed with t-tests for s -
cance of difference between correlated samples. The mean
fains of experimental and control groups were comparsd and *
amalyzed by means of “t* tests for significance of difference
between independent samples. The .05 level of significance
was adopted for rejection of the null hypotheses,
. Pindings of the study*are presented in two categasies:

{1) reading gains resulting from individualized and basal read-
* fng Instruction and (2) comparison of individualized and basal

reading program effectiveness.

In each of the three reading performance areas investi-

gated, sigaificant reading gains were by the ex-

’ muqmlaucmdmdmm. The inean gaine

for each growp exceeded the .01 level of significance. BSpecific
findings included (1) the strongest gaine by both experimental
ndeﬂrdmm-ﬂwumw
and comprehension. finding was confirmed for all stu-

domts. (2) Mean grade level gains experienced by the experi- ~
ssental group exceeded one-half year in each reaging area fol-

' lowing the nine-week éreatment period, and exceeded one’and

ond-half years in reading speed. (3) Mean grade level gains of
basal group students ranged {rom one-third year to one year
*mwmﬂmemm&um (#) Experi-
mental group students receiving afternoon instruction regis-
tered significanlly higher gains in reading comprehension thas
did the group recelving morning instruction. :
No significant difference in reading achisvement between
hmmlMcwdmdemredh
say phase of resding instruction. This finding was evident for
gl) student groups. Specific findings included 11) Although ex-
perimental group subjects of the study evidenced greater mean
nmummmumwnho-

Superwviscr: Anne H. Adams

Teaching studerts to read i1s perceived as an !mportant re-
sponsibility of the school. Statistics have been collected to
demonstrate that stude<{s who have completed eletnentary
school are still hav.ng difficulty wrth reading skills. Althotfgh
the impertance of teaching reading 1n the jumior high school

been recog.'“.wed, few research studies concerning effective
ogram techniquss have been corducted.

The purpose of thus study was to compare the effectiveness
of two methods of teaching reading to a selected group of sev-
enth gradegs. A total of ninety-six studerts in two groups par-
ticipated in reading instructional programs based upon either -
a commercial program, Plus 4 and Plus 10, or a diagnostioally
based instructional program, Enrichment of Reading for Ado-

. Jescents (ERA), written by the investigator. o0

<

At the conclusion of the 11i-week instructional period, stu- R

dents'in the Commercial Program had a mean gajn score 00
the Stanford Achievement Test — Paragraph Meaning of 0.8
momths. The mean gain score of students in the ERA program
was 4.5 months. The difference between these mean gain
scores was significant to the 0.069 level. In addition, the
mean gain score for dermales in the Commercial Program

Group was -0.1 months; females in the ERA program achieved
a mean gain score of 5.8 months. The difference between the i

mean gain scores of females in the Commercial Program apd
females in the ERA ‘program was statistically significant
@ < 0.05). Males in both the Commercial Program group and
“the ERA group exhibited mean gain scores.of 3.1 months and
there was no statistically signitcant difference in the mean
gainrscorss. N
/4 In regard to these firfdings, it\wduld appear that females
+seem to profit more from the diaggostically-based ERA ap- ’
proach than the Commercial Progrim, Phus 4 and Plus '10.
Males seemed to benefit {from both
tion. For these reasons, teachers
concerning the utilization ofmw
- comstruction. Reading spec sho
preparation in thege areas. Remedial ar
" resding.programs based upon diagnostic

. orally grostor mean scores than did members of the
- - euperimegial grewp. grade curriculums Order No 11,852, 1 pages.
. . '
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- COMPARATIVE EFFECTS OF PEER TUTORING STRATE-
GIES, INDIVIDUAL "STUDY, AND TEACHER INSTRUCTION
ON .THE READING ACHIEVEMENT AND INTERPERSONAL
RELATIONSHIPS OF SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS

ROSENBLOOM, Carol Louise, Ph.D N

Tl:e Catholic University of Amenca, 1977

., The purpose of this study was to examine the compara-

tive effects of peer tutoring strategies, individual study. and

teacher nstruction, on the reading achievement and interper -

- sonal relationships ol secondary school students within the set-

’ ting df their self contained English classes The peer tutoring

strategies followed a didactic role alternation procedure stu-

Py dents were paired at.random in changing peer tutoring rela-
donships, so that each participant was given the opportunity to
play the teaching role approximately the same nimber of times.
The effectivemess of a tutdr training program based oa the
principles and tec;mques of behavioral learning theory was
also studied. ~ ‘ -

Subjects (N=393) were from five tenth grade English classes
tn 2 Virginia public high school. One of these classes was ran-
domly designated the control group, within each of the remain-
ing four classes, subjects were randomly assigned to one of
four tfeatmenfs and required to complete a 15 lesson reading
improvement program. “

. , Treatment | (Peer Tutoring With Learning Reinforce-

, " ment Theory Training) used the instructional mode of peer tu-
toring, after receiving learning rewnforcement theory training.
Dyads for peer tutoring followed the didactic role alternation
procedyre., Treatment Il (Peer Tutoring Without Learning Re-

* inforcement Theory Training) also uged peer tutoring with the
didactic role alternation procedure, but no learning reinforce-
ment theory (rammm;_r;;x;:m M (Individual Study
With Teacher Supervision) complet reading program In-
dividually; their Engligsh teachers provided supervision. Treat-
Jnent IV (Group Based Teacher Instruction) received group
based teacher lnstruction. .

" The Davis Redding Test and 2 ’ema.mic differential were

admlu\utered on 2 pre- and posttreatment basis to measure the
dependent variables level of comprehension, speed of com-
prehension, and interpersonal relationships. s

Univariate analyses of variance and covariance, with teacher
and class period as blocking variables, were used to test for
significant differences between the four treatments with re-
spect to reading’ achievement and interpersonal relationships.
Analyses of variance and covariance were also used to test for
significant differences between the four treatments and {he con-
trol group with respect to their reading achievement and inter-
personal relationships. Certain pairwise means were also ex-
amired. . '

. Among the four treatments, no significant differences were*
found for reading achievement or interpersonal relationships.
When the four treatments were ‘compared with the control group,
the null hypothesis was rejected.for the variable, speed of com-
prehension; no significant differences were found for level of
comprehemsion or interpersonal relationships. Comparison
of the control group with each treatment for the variable, speed
of compreffension, showed the control group-to Have developed
‘this skill significantly better than peer tutoring with learning
reinforcement theory training and group based teacher instruc-
ton, ,

Q .

ERIC :

A i Text provided by ERIC

.
- .

.
’

Although the control group did not receive systgmatic read-
ing 1nstruction, it8 course work during the»stué_y--mdependent
reading agsignments--could be considered a fifth treatment,
The fact that the control group worked independently and at
their,own rate, may 3glso have contributed fo their improve -
ment. On inforgal questionnaires, most subjects noted that
they would have preferred self-instruction had they been al-
lowed to choose their instructional mode In light of this, it
appears that independent study has myuch applicability for the
secondary level classroom. While results did not support pre-
vious.research regarding the effectiveness of peer tutoring,
there were indications that this strategy would be more ac cep-
table to secondary school students uf pairing relationships were
not imposed. The gffectiveness of a tutor training program
based on learning reinforcement theory was not substantiated,

Further study 1s warranted on how to constructively utilize
students’ influence upon each other in the classroom. Clarufi-
cation 18 alsd needed on the effectiveness of 2 peer, tutoring
strategy which permits secondary school students to form the:
ywn dyads and determine their own role designations. )

Order No. 77-20,807, 177 pages.

AN ANALYSIS OF ATTITUDE CHANGES TOWARD SCHOOL,
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE, SELF-CONCEPT AND READING
OF SECONDARY SCHQOL STUDENTS L\’VOI‘V'ED IN A
CROSS- AGE TUTORING EXPERIEN?E

SAUNDERS, Laserik, Ph.D.‘
- United States International University, 1976

Chairman: Vernon E Anderson

THE PROBLEM. The problem of this study was to deter-
mine U tutors who were involved, as tutors in 2 cigsjs;{agevu:or-
with elemen students over a per el
?:eg?fom show an attit:;z change in self-concept, 1n reading,
-and toward school when compared to student non-tutora.
METHOD. Subject students and controls were selected from
2 ninth grade class 1n 4 junior high school angd from an eleventh
and twelfth grade class from a senior high school and were
given pretests and posttests of a Semantic Differentiad instru-
ment over a sixteen- week period {rom September 20, 19
through January 30, 1976 in San Diego, California, Attendance
data for the subjects and controls were obtained to note changes
in the absentée rates for the subject groups and the controls.
An analysis of variance was used to compare attendancedata
for the study group and the control group over time, and a t test
K

. was used to compare results from the Semantic Differential.
These were the principal designs used to obtain the findings.

The {irst hypothesis, which stated that secondary school
student tutors who have tutored elementary school tutees for
four morths demonstrate a higher positive attitude change in
self- esteem when compared with secondary school student non-
tutors, wag not supported by the findings.

The second hypothesis, which stated that secondary school
student tutors who have tutored elementary school tutees for
four months demonstrate a higher positive attitude change in
sel- esteem when compared with secondary school student non-
tutors, was not supported by the findings.

The third hypothess, which stated that secondary school -
student tutbrs who have tutored elementary school tutees for
four months demonstrate 2 high posittve attitude change in feel-
ings about school when compared with secondary school student .
nom- tutors, was not supported by the findings.

/
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The fourth hypothesis stated that secondary school student
tutors are more regular in school attendance than non-tutor
students over a school semester extending {rom September,
1979, through January, 1976. The findings could not support-
nor reject the hypothesis, as the subject students did not show
significant gains when compared to the controls, but had signift-
cantly better attendance rates than the controls. | .

RESULTS. 1. Student tutors from the sentor high school and
the funior High scibol showed no significant changes i» attitude
toward reading, toward self, and toward school. 2, Student
tutors from the junior high school and the senior high school
showed no significant changes i1n attendance, when compared to
noa-tutors. 3. Junior high school tutors had better attendance
rates when compared to non-tutors. 4. The student tutors
showed no decrease in attitudes toward reading, tosard eelf,
and toward school. 5. The tutors, showed.a mgh regard;z;ward
reading, oward sei!, and toward school on the pretest and post-
test, . .
CONCLUSIQNS. An examination of the problem of thas study
and the findings lead to the following conclusions: 1. The cross-

Age tutoring programs at Wilson Junior High School and at Lin-

coln'Senior High Sehool were not successful in signidicantly °
changing tutor attitudes toward reading¢ toward self, and toward
school, and did aot have a positive effect on décreasing the num-
ber of days absent for the tutors. 2. The cross-age tutoring
progran’s at Lincoln 8enior H.gh School and Wilson Junior High
School had an overall positive effect on the tutors’ attendance.
3. It can be concluded through 1mplication that the cross-age
tntol"mg programs had’an effect on maintaining a positive atti-
tude toward reading, toward self, and toward school. .
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