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: - In 1974, as part of the National Assessmert of
Educationédl Progress (NAEP) survey in weritimg, 4,600 ‘17-year-old high

school students were asked to write an essay- defending their position

on women's place in the home., About- half responded that ‘it should'be

a. women's choicé whethery to be a hcmemaker, career wcman, or both.. - ° .

About twenty percent Saiﬂ'voien*shouId”be“ailpved“tc~vork*uq&er—————***

certain ‘conditiqns, su¢h as when they do not have children. Nearly

- thirty percent said women definitely belong at hcae., Predictably,

- more females thau males felt that womén"should hive a cholwe” about

- working. In addition,-attitudes and reasons. given for staying at home

. were examined extensively. Findings suggest that many young american

Women-are uncertain about their future roles in society; newv and . v

- broadening job opportunities for.women are encouraging career <

" aspirations that conflict directly with traditicnal values. Writing . \

- ability was also- messured gnd’ classified- as inadequate, Larely

adequate, competent, or sxcellent. Moie than half thke 17-year-olds .

) coﬁ1d=w:ite competently or better. About/ thirty percent; however, did ° -

- not show an understanding of the basic methods of persuasive writing.
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The working voman is a fact of contemporary Ame‘r'iean‘ life, More

Y
indicate that 9° out of every 10 females will work outside the home at

A P

_ some point in their “lives. “The ranks of working women cut.across all

- r - 2

- \ N ol . ~
. age and income levels and range from si‘ngle women to mar_ried mothers of
2 ‘ < - T
- . — e e

preschool children. ~ , . - el e

- 4 5 o N \\*——

[ .

Although women in the {Inited States have, been emploved, to some
/1 -
' extent, ever s.’mce the country was founded, their im;.aet on, the labor

L . - ! .

market has been fairly minimal until the 1atter part—'of thisv century.

£

-~

_ than half of all adult Awomen nc{w work and U. S; Labor Depaﬁ:ment studies -

«

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, women fi..led 2’ oxﬁ: af- eVery R

e

=~ K2

10 jobs in 1920~ ‘

wi,th women occupying 4 of évery 1/ 0 jobs.

) v

4

.
»

L4

By 1973, . the female .,hare of the market ﬁ'ad doubled,

’(

ie.r * ' : ; .

£ A

in 1974, as-a small part of" the National Assessment of Educational

he'd R

P:ogi:ess ,(NAEP) survey in jn:iting, l, 600 l7-year-old high school students

¥

were asked to w;-it;e an essaylfrom the following: +"Some peqpleu.believe
N s - * * ¢ : .
that & womap's.‘place is in the home. Others u6 not.\ Take one side of
) o . , . )

-

* + ‘e L “ - . v
. thig issue. Write an essay iu which you state your position and defénd

’

.
'Y A

About ‘half responded that "a woman 8 place s where she wants lt to
b : ~,’ ce

_be," that is, it should be her choice whethe? ta be a hbpzemaker, cx;reer .

. > B ;roman or both. " o S Y |
i ’ About, 207.’»3&1:1 yomen shobé}éae al]ow‘e‘d— to w'ork under —ce::tai;i ~, Y
conditious, such as 1f they do not have BZ:h:t.ldr:en.‘f Vea;],y :;02- said ;zouen
‘ . ; definitel}' belong at Imme. , o ’ ’ o
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* working.

the;; want, while 617 of the males shared this opinion.

Predictably, more females‘ than males/fe'l"' women shofxld have ‘a choice abo’nt
“, .

-

L I
»

A total of 58% of the femles said women should work w’trerever v

Conversely , 37% .

of the males*felt women belonged at home compared with 217 of the females. .

- .

~
»” -~

Writing Ability ljieasured

® The essay question was part of the writing assesSment that ‘was given

to 80,000 9-

to measure an ability to write persuasively.

to take-ore side of the .issue, state a position and defend. it.

~ v

13- and l7-}’ear—olds.

»

.

The- scoring of.’

.

oman's place" ;sough)t

Those assessed were, asked S

Scoxes

were not based on spelling, syctax or the m:iter. s point of viev:i, but N

Y

on the wr'iter's‘ ability to defeud his or her position,

_The essays were, .

read by experienced English and composition teaéhecs. Each essay was . ._ .-

rated by two readers, if they disagreed the score was reconciled by @

‘%-
third. The essays were grouped into four categories:- inadequate*,

.

According to National ‘Assessment

’

barely édequate,’ 'competent —and eicel-lent.

. - - analyst Tna Mullis, more than half the’f?-year-olds could m:ite : ..

- About 307., however, "did not show an mderstanding

4
.

competently or better.

of the basic methods used to write per;suasively. ! - B

<

The 302 who ranked in the inadequate category either did not take &

. clear position oxr stated a position*bn; gave no reasons. In ‘the _following

. example, the-writer seens to argue in favdr of both sides of the issue: / .

A woman's place is fiot at home because I know she wouldn't like ‘to
be at home all the “time dcing housework everyday, bt if she has L
kids she would have -to pay somebody to watch:shem, that's if‘she
had a job. .
- ’ . ’ . .o/
The con;getent ess’ayg maintained a position’and lisr:’ed at -least one

*

. . reason with, soﬁe,supporting details or two or-three unsupported reasonss:- .
One should not.-generalize about "a woman's.place' because like men;, ..
. < a woman should lave the choice 6f her profession. Being a house— - . . - i
N 0 wife'is 1ike any other full time j6b which should be chosen by the » - .
: * 4individual. Keeping worien, in one profession 1s like telidng all - ¢

men to do the same joo.

‘e
- -
3

A‘ - -/ »

In this way, our society would not be

»
»
.

)

ry)
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well rounded or prosper because of the imbalance. Women are
Human beings like men and. should be given the Ful/l,«r’rg&:t of
! choice.

-~

.I believe that women are equal to men and should have ‘the ‘rights
.-~ of pen. ’D"ay should not be made to stay in the- homefnecause
tradition aiétdtes-that.~ Women.today have much wore\free- tire
Eecause of the use of machines to do house work so they should
a\ztf to do something worthwhile with their time. "And be able
“to g QBt and work at jobs which they-fell they are qualified.
Women b.ave as much right: €3 vozrk and be indepenaent: as any man

. does.

Ed

° T believa a woman's place is at hcm. The wife should be- taking .
j caré of the family and home for t:ba.t-is ‘her‘job. I do agree
- that- if the home needs poxe money :hat she should work, but wot
N as a career. Too many fam:!li°s end broken up because if both
working, ccming home to'a dirty house and both very tired.  Alsc .

the man_1s the head. : Often the thinks she can wear the L

. -pamtsy’ which T don't agree with at all. .
"\ - ‘ ‘
v Essays that ‘were, rated exeellent t:ook a consistent ’sit':ién and

k4

gave: t:wo or ‘more supported reasons or fout or more unsupported rreasons._‘ )

The woman place shouId be. in“the home because of the outwr. A
forces that'will slow.her down. For justance let's say a- .
woman .trys -tv work om a-job that requires manual labor heavﬂ.y.
‘She wouid only get. in the way ox- get, herself hurt. The woman
_should stay at home so that she can cpo‘, cledn house, and (\
take care o£ the children because a mjorit:y of the' woman |
while they are girls are raised in a environment where they are.:
t:a.ught to de a mother and housekeeper. While on the other hand
the man iz taught to be the person that works and ‘provide for
- family and noé ‘to be a housemaid. Women-are always preaching -
* about li.barat:ion but when they get a chancse to prove. they are
equal the majority prove that they are mouth. than fact. Even

* '4n the Bible the. scriptures show ‘that the woman 1is in the
home while the man .is in the fields working. Thérefore a woman

. .- should’stay in the home because she was raised with the idu to °

-, stay in’ the hobe. . <

« A woman's placn is not ih the home. WQman dre humad beings, it

is'their God given right to pursue what ever career they desire.
Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness have been mentioned
‘in tHe Declaration of Independence. yet women have begn deried
their rights in ‘this sexist soclety, Not mryonc wants to do-
the sameé *Job- or pursue the same goals, must women be limited
" to.a narrowly defined sphere of activity? No, a resounding uol
. We are people, "hunan bcings vith as complex mental, emotional, *
physical needs a8 mci, a fact ignored. Wa ¢ are regarded as the

.- second seéx, the incomplete sex, satisifed and made whole culy -

. by & family: Aad it 1s this false assumption shared by many ;

v . ; . .
r
C.

of
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. - mpen and‘wormes too, fosterec‘ by thc society we live in that has
: *  destroyed,many lives because people were not allowed to- express
' the full range of their Godgiven'gifts and creativity. . A ; ]

SN I'stfrongly feel that a“womans place i5 not"in the home its anywhere:
o she chooses. First because she is'§ woman, people label her as a
) housewife wno sit home all day and wash dithes.. There are many P
- woman who”Bave alot to offer. They have the abilify-to’do 2 mans
- . job. so thev should be permitted. "I think its finé' for the
§ - : woman who choose tbo have this kind of 1life, but for those who do
- _not they deserve an equal opportunity. They should not be .
- .- * classified as housewife, this is just one occupation.. They havé
the right to decide what to do with their 1ife.
P ‘ ¥
then women are diﬁfcr;minated against when ‘seeking agjob this'is’
. where it is tota.l.ly unfair. If the woman has the abil.ty they . -
T should not evén think twice to ‘hire her if She qualifies. Woman
. . who devote ‘their entire iifetime t¢ sitting home wiping. runny -
| , noses just because of tradition are ruining there lives, I feel. ’ ., -
(R . There is time to take eare of the -family but she should develop .
: - her other skillsiand talents regardless of its an actress or an
executive. T think they forget that you on.ly have -one life! , o~ .
> B - .
| ’ Significantly more femaies than ma-les wrote essays Tated -competedt y )

LN - -

- . El

'4. - or better. The difference vas greater among the excellent, rather tban

- [

. .
.- . . ' ’

the competent, essays. ' < - * - * . 'y

- : "~ ‘On this particular m.iting exercise, only 4 p.e;centage points

separated the performance of blacks and white.s, whereas the average

d’ifference be'tween blacks and whites on other writing exarcisea wa3

L 4 . .
4 . a i .

approximately 10 percentage points. : (R e

’ * r \ :‘ - ’A -
a’rhose who performed least well were writers whose parents had no C.

T ”‘Hi“lf"s”hoor“éaﬁc‘ati‘ou”"rﬂearly-*ar?»z%—of—~these.-yr-iters.-compoaad..inadequate <

’easays, compared with léss than 30%- inadequate essayéi"for all other

. . levels-of parent's education. + 0, / .ot oo I 7
' [ & .
/- In addition to' the.overall :ability to write persuasively, each
ésaa’y' was examined f.o determiné whether.it contained reasons or suppo’rting .

¢ . 3

evidence baséd on s’on‘.c:hit}\gfothe.r* than the writier's personal opinion,-

Eighty porcent of the esgays contai;lqd no such références. Those essays
- . - - K . ‘ *
that contained some —mégtion of an authoritative' source were more often .,
- - - = . . . . ’ v- .
written by females than by males. - o, E

’ »
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'for the writer's point of view, such as:

A

More than h3alf such ‘references "listed legal rights as Justification

\
"Each huran being has the right

-

o—do what he or “she wants to do.

*

-

LK

v

a

*Thé"second fost connnon type of—reference .

was L’o’ ’COnventiOnaI wisdom‘ such as using phrases 1ike ”breadwinner" for
» < L

)

. husbands and "'the, weaker sex

' for females.

:Others referred to authoritative

.

sourc'es; such as Ged or scientific discoveries.

-

Personal éxperienc‘e,

a

history and ana.logies also were cite‘i/. ) -

. diverging opinions on this, subject.

.Although writing is-a difficult-task for nost, people, it* is vorth

noting that 99 perceat of the students conpleted-, the woman' s, place

. .

L4 . . .

iJhen the attiftude aspect of the question is measured by sex, race

”

and region of. the country, it becomes clear that l7Lyear-olds have widely
Ii:/ every. *eporting group, the -

females wrote to the effect that "a woman's place is whera she wants. it

.

to be" moce often than the males.

-

The disparity was greatest ‘in the ]

- - -

Southeast where 26 percentagé points separa.tea the sexes. — a division

L

-* that has sobering implications for both marriage‘ and work relationships.

'and the Weat. ‘

- 3

On],y 35% of the males in’ the Southeast felt women shonld ‘be able to maké

a choice,y compared with 407 of the males in other regions.

’ -
The: free choice sentiment was most” prevalent among females in the
7

Bastern part of the country.

In. both the Northeast anu the Southeast, Co.

-

mpore than 602 shared this opinion, compared with slightly more than 502
of chg —femeles in- the Central and Westem* ‘regions. For ‘th‘.s reason,

males and females ‘were more closely in agreement in the nation 8 heartland

v . I

s - - - N -

»

ﬁm___ﬁ_/_

N question. ALl National Assegsment "surveys are voluntary—. ; .
) - > ' : N * . » . ~ .
o . T - , TS R - -
. ' . - _Attitdides Vary ,Widely } T .
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Black l7—year-olds had more clear-cut opinions than their wh:.te "

counterparts. Although 207 of the white students gave a conditional

auswer, just 127 of the-‘blacks qualified— their response. B;.ae“ks gere_

r

also. slightly moxe likely to answer wﬁere she, wants" thaa whites. .

National Assessment collects results by seven sizes and types of

o

-

cormunities, ranging from sparsely settled rural areas to several:
L ~ - * ‘

" categories of cities. The rural teenagers, vwho 1live in far;iqdriente'd‘

- -

commniiéies, led the nation with "in~the-home" r'esponses. Thirtys

. 'eight percemt of thé rufal students. shared this opinion.

. "Perhaps this reflects a different perc.‘eption of .the statemént, N
/. . .

' a woman's place is in- the home' i said Roy Forbes, director of *Iational

- .

’Assessment. - "Women play an’ integral part in the ;o_peratiqn of a family---

'

-~ : ’ “ . -
taking a partnershio role in- the f'amily ‘business‘. Forbes alsb‘ noted

that job opportunities outside the home- are more 1imited innrural areas.

3

At the opposiﬁe end of the idealogical spectrum were stﬁdents .

- 4 a

from affluent areals. ~All other comnmity “groups responded a about the

-

national leve.l. These groups incldded students from small .an medium-

-

sized cities, those ’from disadvantaged metropolitan areas afi thoée

.

from urban sections that are neither affluent nor disadvanta,ge;d..
- c * ° ) P

L
-

‘farm. ‘ Therefore, stayiné at home may Be-viewed by rurgl youths as -, '

-

There was a high correspondence ‘between the level of parantal

~
[3

éducation and attitudes on women and,work. Among 17-3'rear-01ds, the

L] -

‘more education. one or both parents receive, the more likely it is that '

. “ ko - .
he or she will favor free choice for women. Just 447 of the writers

*

.

whose parents had no high school education said a woman’s place is © 7

-t

. where she wants it.to’ be;. it reaches its peak, 54%, with students whose

»

pareats  had" some poSt.-Eigh schqoi training. ¢

. . * -
- ¥ - . 1 n - N
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" . C

L /
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Lf,is"fiz of all women workers. Ob?usly, she noted, "for most families,

- writers and the "in-thé-home" writers mentioned children. This consider-

- ation was included more ,fraquently by the females, especiaflly those who = . P

»
- . - - -

n ’ - -
the widowed divorced and separated mothers. - .

P - ; .
* . - .
kY . . :
R M
k4

I 'Reasons Gi: e/ for Stayin'g at Home s . ’

Nearly one-half of t l7-year-olds felt women should stay Lt home,

either categqrica'lly o_r’imder certain conditions. Although many reasons
-, R . X .
were given, the one most frequently menticned was the women's obligation

to raise children. About three-fourths of.both the “conditional” P I

.
* . / » LY

/

felt all women should stay at home. /

£y

"Financial realities may force hard decisions on ’those who hold
/
strong convictions about working mothers," said Hullis. Departmenit of

A

Labor sta;;istics for 1973 indicate that.half of all’/ /l/narried women with '

school~age childrenr work. Two-thirds of fhe divorced widowed and -

b
separated women with school-age children work. The proportions of
e
worien with preschool children who work are 3maller., ‘but they are still

- »

significant: one-thizd of the married women with children and one-half

- >

l

"Very few writers mentioned financial need as g /circumstﬂcer .
“which womed might work," she continued. )Yet; the Bureau of Lafor Statistics
raports that SBi of all working omen/are 'e;.ther selﬁ-supporti:ng or are
’merried-to men whd mak@ $7,00/0 a year.. When the number of .

women whose-hisbands make less than 10‘,1 000 a year are added, the total

’

, - Y
economics.plays.a major.xele in determining whether a woman will work."
/ ’ ’ ' 7

LY

Although economics may’ n07/ have been foi'emost in the‘i minds of the

““conditional” and "in-the~homé" responses, traditional wofhan's work -
‘e . /"" [“
evidently was. Nearly three-fourths ‘of the in-the~home proponents ~ '

the same proportion that mentioned child-rearing -~ said women ghould—

remain at home to cook‘ and clean houkze,. One-fourth wrote that women -

should not work because they need to take care of their husbands.

I3 Y -

N T - .




o ' ' ) Witnin the ;imits of a single essay question, it is not possible/ e .&;

L] > M . x
- !

‘. . * Lo . - } ;. - “. . . r' R
T ropop‘:ionately fewer of rhe conditional writers mentd.oned these
responsibilxties as obstacles to outside employment. ;
] J. i About 7% of all l?-year—olds argued "that women should remain at ﬁome
¥ fro “~

- for dogmatic reascns, such as '"that' s the way Yt is. Anoth%r 4% »said womén

I -

. ' were incapab}e of woil\ting. AJ.though nearly tl}ree times ~= 1 -~ nales as .

L LAY

femal s used this argu‘ment, about 27 -of the l7-year-olc «ales feltf PR .

¢ PR ‘ .
s . - o 49

<@
- 'w’ome were incapable of working. . e ? ’ ' ¢

; .given by}étional AsseSsmént the same year, jusz., 3% of the l7-—year-old

.- e \
- B about their “future. roles in society," Forbes said.~The Lew and broauening

<t - e s
L]
»

N females ‘\I.isted "housewife" as their first choizeg for a career, compared .

»

,\« 7 wj(th 217 of the female writers who inéisted that women 5 placé was in
- r - - ‘ - . -

, the hOme‘* . . _— .

-~ -

S "Such findings suggesf: thdt m'aiy\young Amecican women are uncertain

-

X A 5

: szded by and under contract with the Natwnaz “Center for Eaucation Statzstzcs,
the National Assesément .of Educational Progress is a project of the Education

g ;C‘orm;wawn of the States, a nonprofit orgmzzaman that romotes cooperation

) among: state education and politicdl leadsrs for the unprovement ‘of educatim
at all-levéels. National Assesément,periodically. gurveys how 8uccessfuZZy
young Americans -have ma’ﬁered Zeaz'mng areas tzsadzmonally emphaszzed in
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