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-~ whether the Plan should be continued. A#ong day students 54% of

&?'helpﬁq them whild at the collede. ‘(TR),
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. . As part of a -multi-phase, zulti-pethod study of the
House- Flan at Cypress College in California, this study surveyed '
three' student populaticns as to various House- Plan aspects.

Questionnaires were given or mailed %o 135 students attending '
graduation rehearsal in June 1976, 256 students eligible for
graduation, and 280. alueni who graduated in June 1975. The
questionnaires elicited information about whether House counseloré

‘Jere helpful, House assignments, advantages cf the Plan,

“participdtion in and suggestions for future House activities, and

graduation attendees felt being assigned to a House Lad perscnal
advantages, only 24% had participated in House activikies, and over
88% indicated the college should keep the Plan. Among those eligible
for graduation, over 62% either did not answer or respcnded "don't
know"™ to a guestion on the purpose of House advisors; anpther 17%
manifested confusion about advisors®' roles. Cver 76% said House
counselors did not help them while at the college. vApproximately u45%
felt they'd been personally helped by the Hoidse Plan,» tut Lex felt
the Plan was not helpful. Among--alumni, almost 49% difl not answver or
did not know the purpose of HousSe advisors, over 69% -were not
.personally helped by advisors, and over 62% did not feel the Plan had
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N THE CONCEPT OF THE HOUSE
Coe o . > . ;

»
~

Bigness in education has the 4dvantages of efficiency and
economy, but also its disadvantj\ges Y ‘the, greatest of which is

the tendency of the student to become indistinguishable and’ '

"lost." B‘feaking up the bignegs int&smore educative manageable.

< B t. ¢ . e
and sociologlcally acceptable groups is the essence of the ‘House
, .. (‘ . e ' L4 .
Plan. T ' . : '
| . . [} "1
Architectural response: . . -

. A. Each Hqﬁse, serving from 400 to 1000 students Wlll
"¢+ be located at a pedestrian node.

N o v

B. Each House has its. own conveniently located parking areas.- -
C"_. Tl:le }iouse is a place where (1) student meets sthdent;

) . (2) professor meet ptofessor, and even more importart;

- (3) student meets professor in. an informal relaxed

atmbsphere.’ . .
' ’ D.” Spaces within the House conSist\o:.E\;ixdent-faculty . ~
. lounge, seminars,.snack bar-kitchen, library, carrels, .

t

" student officers' office, offices for faculty
associates and counselors, terraces, etc. '

.
. . ]

¢ - .
E. The House, permits more personalized student services.
. . . . . \

}

vy - ' . -

« 1




1. Introduction

ThlS report is part of e series of studies of the House Plan, and it 1s a

*

preliminary study of .the views of some student sub~-populetions ‘toward various
3 - ’

aspects,of the House Plan. The data for thisistudy vere collectediat the same

times and from the same student sub-populatlons as were the data for Research

Report #5: (1) from those students who attended graduation rehearsal in June, v
1976. A questionnaire was administered at-the rehearsal, with N=1352 -(2) from
" these students who were eligible for‘graduation this‘June A questionnaire vas \\"

mailed out to all students who wer'e eligible to go through graduatlon w1th -N= 256.

(3) from those students who Were ellglble for graduatlon last June. A questlonnalre
vas ma11ed out to all those students who were ellglble to go through graduation

‘ . 3
in June, 1975, w1th N—280 Since these are exactly the sane respondants as 1n '

N

Research Report #5 the reader is referred to Research Report #5, pp. 1~ h for

the d1scusslon of the probable characterlstlcs of the/e student sub—populatlons.

<&

The reader is further reminded that these sets of respondants probably do not
Y - {
constltute a random sample of tlhie ent1re student populatlon but rather probably

»

L4 -

dre blased in certain systematjic ways; for example, as'was pointed out in

‘e

Research Report #5, those who choose to answer the mailed quéstionnaires are

» - Yo

3

probably those who are the most 1nterested the most sat1sf1ed the most \

\

3
A3 »

successful and the most d1ssat1sfied Furthermore, those ‘Who. chose to attend

_the graduatlon ceremonles are probably those who were most involved in campus life

- < x

0

and‘ those who, for some reason, took special pride in hav1ng graduated In
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" summiary, these respondants probably represeﬁt the extremes of attitude, and

-

opinion, both the negative and positive extremes, with the negative extreme

>

probably: being highly over}epresented in these respondants, and the positive
- 0 N »

éx@feme(being slightly overrepresented,

N ) A J .
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\ ‘ .
.2." Survey of those students who attended
N\ i »
, - graduation rehearsal
. : ,
L] . .' . . ’
. “‘ A ong-pagé'questionnaire dealing with counseling and the House Plan was
administéred to all students who attended the reheéarsal for graduation on oo
June 14, 1976. This questionniare is reproduced in Figure 1, page k. The

. ”»

first half of the questionnaire dealt with counseling, and the results have been

e ~

a

‘reported in Research Report #5, PP. 7-19.. The second half dealt with the House
Plan. The total number of respondants was N=135. A difference between the

administrafion of thié.questionnaire and the questionnaires which were mailed out
v - »

is that these students did mot have time to write comments, whereas the stuaents
who received the mailed questionnaires 4id make‘ex%ensive comments. ;

se ol The breakdown of/day'and extended day students for this set of respondants

v
)

was as follows: .

Day 111 82.22% ’

o Extended day - . 7.78% . ,
. 135 B 100.00% . N

r

.
/ '

;" ' The first question students were asked with respect to the House Plan was

the following: " . T

K ‘ y .

From your point of view, did being assigned to a House have any advantages
for you personally? -~
AN

t
A

e Note that this question\wgs deliberately dejfgned not’ to have the studept evaluate

3 ' the House Plan in some absﬁract manner, but rather to evaluate it from his personal

' : ' . . \—vs/./‘
A__point of view. That is, this particular question does not deal with the intrinsic

T
’

’ ’ i - <




Were you a day or extended day student?
Day . Extended day

- Do you feel that your counselor helped you while you were here at Cypress?-
" Yes No ' :
S, e .

" If he or she did help you, irm what ways?

[4
.

Do you feel that yoyr counselor has given you whatever help you needed with your
post-graduation plansg? ‘ . - ’

Yes No Did not havg,a counselor X

o

Which House were you assigned to?

Bérnstein . Edison
Einstein Thorpe

. Muir-Twain Carhegie
Schweitzer., - None

From your point of view, did belng assigned to a House have anyﬁadvantaggs for
You personally'> .

Yes _ % No Was not assigned to’'a House

If so, in what ways did being assigned to a House help you?
&

.

* Did you participate in House activiQies while you were a student hegg?

=

é

-

AY

Y

What kinds of activities do youuthiQk the Houses should sponsbr, if any?
. }

v

~ S~

: £ o N

Do you thlnk that Cypress should keep the House Plan?

Yes . No -
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~

value of the House Plan 1rregard1ess of the particular student's experiences
s ] \/ ¢ N
With it, but rather With his or her own experiences with it.

, _The folloWing is the distribution of responses to this question, for day

> 3 »

, students only -(N=111) .

. . ~
.Resgonse . Frequency - . Percentage &
) Co . . ! '

Yes : . 60 Lo 5k . 06% .

No L8 " L4324

Was not assigned to .

a House 1 © 909 .
No answer . _2 1.80% - )
- 111 100.00% .

v ‘
This.distribution is graphed in Figure 2 on page 6. '
~ The 54% who head responded that they had'gotten personal benefits from being

! assigned to a House were then asked to speCify exactly what sorts of benefits

" through the folloWing question //:\ - . ’
. ) > . .

-~ o
If so,.in what ways did being assigned to a House .help you?

‘Beca%Se of the extreme importance of this question, ‘and because the nature of

this question allowed students to express opinions and attitudes, all answers

Wlll be presented in their entirety, and.then the general trends discussed.

.

Remember that N=6Q=number who responded that béing assigned to a-House had helped

. R

l\them personally: . - ' LA,
It was more personal, felt 7T was more important. ¢
: £
- . You are differentiated from others. \]
v ‘ { . )
-v The House\can feel like a, home - greatly reduces the -feeling just being

& number. - ~ . ) ,
. . - s 4
.ot " , s . . ! '

v 8
]
Note that there is a question further dovm in the questionnaire which deals w1th
the value of the House Plan "in the abstract !

.
) -
f
.
.
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" * Work with people in your field.

.Counseling in upper-level subjects - choosing the proper subjects to take. -

’

-~ [

Met people interested in same"field as me.

I was able to get involved in student government.

I prefer to be immersed inf an environment conducive toward my major.

"I like the smaller number of students.

1
e . b hd
.

—
. + ’

It was a good way to get acqualnted with your major - teachers types of

classes, students -

Cw

Ay

I had access to a counselor. : ‘ N
- L €

-~

.

s e’

s .

.Comhuqication with fellow students in the same field helped a great deal.

-~

I associated with the people who had the same major and it helped.

B}

~

. . .
Everyone in one House has similar interests amd goeals.,

Centralized communication.

.
] v
a

-

More intimate’ relations with teachers, offlcers, advishbrs, etc.

®
’

. . 7 ) .
You get to knowfgﬂigfgeople in your House' a lot better -~ teachers as well -
as studenks. ) - .

Provided a nice, more intimate atmosphere.

Ay
.

I thought that the House Plan extended a sort of "home atmosphere to
ss- College.

Speciglization in counseling.

"




* By having something to belong to even if I didn't participate,
Identity.

" One place to go for information. -

Felt more Iike I belonéed somewhére and added more personél touch. .

I felt I belonged somewhere. " .

* Better stuéenflteacher ratio.

Scheol atmosphere, was more personal.’ = ‘

. .
.
N .
.
~N . )
‘ - .
, ~ - >

N .,

< e , - .

’ -

.;/

£

Made you feel you belonged.

It was convenient having all my classes in one building. =

I3
7 -

In Sseeking out information, it was helpful to start with the House - e.g.,
the secretary was very helpful. © ) . *

g ’

Assigﬁed_a definite counseior and kept’ same counselor\whroughoh%*Q years -
feeling of belonging. ‘ ) .

-

.
' ~ . * . v

a

Helped me in the feeling of belonging, and helped me feel at home like I
had someqne to go to for help or someone who was always there.

. y -
A1l your (most of them) classes for your major aresthere. L.

o A

--Anything I needed was there.

Yoafgpt to know the peopie interested in the fI}ld you chose. °

v
-

Having a particular place~that,you felt you belonged - " not being a stranger
all over the campus.

-

“m - : -
., . i ,
I didn't have to travel too far for my glasses. '
) 4 - LY . ’ &




2N ' ' . ’ “
N

I was asslgned where my major was, so he (apparently referring to counselor) .
‘e espec1ally knew what I needed.

’ r's

"Counselor knew my mejor and could answer questions.

0’ v

,

o %njoyed having majerity of my classes in one building.

. ‘ ‘ !
Being assigned to a House gave me the ability to mingle with peorle in
related subject areas.

got to get acquainted well with the instruczors of House 2nd fee
it was quite an asset. .

- . .

* v . s . .
Close association with people c¢? my own ;pteresvs.
‘ It helped academically and socially. N .
t R
9 * Personal involvement in a smell part of school government and activities.
1Y = . - .
b . . -
: Al]l classes for major toox place in seme building. Surroundings all per-
tained to msjor ™ ’
~ . <
- -
§ —~ ' - . . .
N Centralized the student with classes ard counselor being in seme Housee.
’ . Having most classes in one building - getting to know instructors in ,
. your field.

' .

If these answers seem a little abbrev*ated and fragmented the reader should

- remember that this guestionnaire wes administered during the rehearsal for gradu-

< 0y .

’ . . a .

atioh, and ,the respondants had neither the time to ponder the question nor to

write extensively about i;. Nonetheless, several rather strong trends can be
seen. KRote first of all that almost 1/3 of the responses méntioned something
: about either”a feeling of belonging, é\feeling of uniqueness, a.feeling o a :

more personal éﬁmbgphere, or the feeling of a "home" atmosphere. Second, about .

\. , ) * IS
.) .
N N g
! )
. - ’ .

. 1 N - - . -
- ERIC . 15 ‘
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1/5 of the resvonses mention advantages of getting the chance to associate with

vecple in the same field or with veople of similar interests, both instructors

and fellow students. Third, not quite 1/5 mention access to counseling or to

-

counselors knowledgeable in the student's ewn field.

The next question concerning the House Plen was the following:

Did you participate in House activites while vou were here? ’

\ .

The fcllowing is the distribution of responses to this question,, for day s*udents

N

onlv: g§=lll)

Pestcrnse Treguency Percentage o
) Ves B ) 27 2k 329 .
Ne g2 73.884 .
Yo answer 2, .o 1.804 N
111 ‘ ' 100.00%

Note trat while onlv about 1/L of the respondants participated in House

. 2 . & ~ - LY
act1v1t1ég, that nonetheless a much higher percentage, almost 55%, reported that
1] ‘
they had personally benefited from House membership. This seems to ‘indicate that

Py
there are other factorgiaside which makes House rembership useful. three possible

such factors have alreadVv been identified by the previous gquestion: the accessi-

<
)

bility of specialized counseling, the feeling of belonging or of reduction of
the impersonality of the college,\gef the chance to assoicate with s;udents and

teachers in one's own field. .
’ ~

The ahove }esponse distribution was only for day students. E?r extended day

. > _
students, as might be expected, no respvondants reported any participation in House

[y

qactivities;/extended day students are not completeﬁiﬁgndifferenf to House activi-

-tgés—aﬁd indeed sometimes wish they 2lso had access tc House activities, as

evidenced by the following comments written in by two students: )

-

. . -~
3

RIC 16 3 ‘ N
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are 11sted below in their

. o
- M ~

K - S
4.1t is avgreat loss for the extended day studénts to not have the advantages
of these act1v1t1es.

. - N\
3 i

~
e I

1 There-are no activities for extended day students!

* r
b} N "

The next question concerning the House Plan was put into this questiennaire .-
. -0t

~

.because of requests from several House advisors:

[N
'

What kinds of actlvitles do you think the Houses should sDonsor, if any?

-
. The d1strlb/{1on of answers and "non-answers" is presented below:

- Answers (i.e., suggestions) LY 3i¥11%
- L
a
No answers (i.e. . blank or
"don't know" or "no opinion" 3 £8.89%

'_J
w
\N
[}
o
o
o
Q
!

Note that a little less than 1/3 of the respondants gavé no answ That thev

.
.

gave no answers could mean (&) they are satisfied with current House activities;

(b) tpé& lack knowledge of currenk House activities and/or the House Plan; or

(¢) they are indifferent. It is not known at this time which «f these three

. .
possibilities, if any, is correct.
*

The'suggestions that the students did make for the kinds of House activities

entirety, and are broken down according to whether the..

respondaht was a ‘day or extended day student

Extended day (N=T)" ST

3

More counseling. ' ~

Student involvement. Get more students involved.
i

&’ 2

‘ Something to involve the extended day‘students and make them feel recognize&&\

0
- - e — _— - —_ - ——

Definitely need éctivities for extended day. It would maske it more personal
‘and give us greater incentive. :

Counseling should be pfimar& activity of the house.

; : - .
: :
)

. . - “ AL
. 1% j

~es
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Same as they have now with the exception of snack hours extended to anclude N
i Saturday . ’ “ s d’ltﬁ v, M @
. - 3 . . 4 °
Saturday a.m. coffee klatsches for extended day students to-learn and know
more about Cypress. . . ; . .
. ! N ,
Day students (N=35) " S
“+ N . -» ‘ &‘ Y
. Spelling bee contest. -
, Have more special events inyassBcia%ion with'the special studies of the House.
7 . R .
Ll I was really involved with the Ski Club. .
a N . -
Should help the1r clubs in most,of their activities. - .
¥ N Y
Feel they are doing a good job now. ]
More without interference of the advisor.
] [ . . -
\ ' : ’ - @
ER : Fund-raisers for off-campus charities. I really don't care & whole lot, but
. at least fund-raisers would help people more.
! N -
’ Dances, sales, ete. ‘ t,
3
O
Lectures on assorted toplcs, some social act1v1t1es, house beautification
g - projects ~ '
, . . - X R N
' A variety - chosen by the students. ? )
— . ) ’
I enjoy the types of activities they had in the past - these types of
- activities shoyld be kept. . ‘

7

.
-

More intramural sports. . . .
N ) ¢ o h
&

‘Pinning for the RN's (Apparently referring to a ‘pinning ceremony)

. . Schweitzer - sponsor pinning and money for roses for the RN's.




a0

: |
I thougHt that 1ntra-House sports was a good' idea, as. well as varlous i
campaigns.

0

, . - N

Scholarship candidates.
More activities as a wholé school, not just between Houses.'

Activities for older,mer and women. ’ .

>
- . L ‘ ‘
>

More groups in each House involved in outside actdvities. '

More House-against-~House or teachers' competitions.
*

Dances,
House.

~

' Lo 1

sport activities between Houses and especially during the- College

Most of thelr activities were okay; I've never been very active at school
outside of class. ) &)

, . /

Discipline-related. .

. ’

Dances, concerts.

{ R foew
Dences, bands, special events.

Programs that reflect the-emLhasis of each of the Houses.

a

Keep current type of activities. , .

» ’ -
~ ) “ Vu B

Charity. (There were f{such responses ) T - ,

»

For older people, like a talk-~it-over group. . ) '
The same as they have been. T .

)
» N

The counseling activities should be the prlmarv activity - should be stressed
and intensified, . ~
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4 P . ‘-"L * f lhn
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L ) v e N N
! T ° . ’ ' . 1) .o M
* ~ ‘o - ‘ u. o N ‘ v N ‘ L . ¢ 1
. More activities, informetidn on main floor lounges. 7
s v ‘ , - '”n : ) - . N
2 . .
. 3 ¢ s ! , o
) . - . Mofe dances for all students. . : L
.o T % C 0 P »

% A S . o ,
¥ ’ Céoliday activitids and group outings.
. (R I I o1 . , -
“ ¢ :

. e LT . .t
‘ .“Wopg-that al%hpugh tﬁe question was specifically about House activipiéé, none-
. ) ? jépeiéss'3 reéé;ndahts_mentioned counseling,.agaig\indi%qting that fofﬂ;t least —
. i : : ‘ ) .
,l—. ) agome students, the House concept is iden?}fied with the cbﬁéépt.of decentralized
S owseig o . -
E - : The next question concerning the Hotise Plan, asked about the abépract valie
of %hé<House Plan (remember that a previous qué;tion asked about thg student 's
N pé;éonal benefiés from the House ﬁi@n) through the following:questign:
Dé you think Cypres; should kéep the Hohse Plan?- . : . P
I Thé distribution bf responses for thebentiré sef\Q{ responda%&ﬁ?fbl;oﬁs: EN=135)
. Response - . Frequency Pgrceht;ge
K Yes ~ 119 « 88167
‘ No ™ 6. " klubg
+ No answer ' _10 ' 7.h07
135 . 100.00% o
This distribution is graphed in Figure 3-on page 15. . |
" For day students only, the-distribution of responses for the sane question
s (Do you think that.éypress should keéﬁ the House Plan?) follows:q(N;]li)
\ Response . N Freouenci Percen?agé . '
. Yes ~ 1 : 91.00% » . |
No 5 g k.50% : v
<. I No answer §. * . _5 ' b.50%

. 11T "Y' 100.007 . .

\ .

2

This’distribution is graphed in Figire b on page 16. | -

' X .,’." . . ' 20
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For extended day students only, the distribution of responses for the.same .

question follows: (N=2l) ' - . ’
Regponse . Frequency ’ o '
Yes . ' 18
& - . o
- No . 1 . J
No answer . 5
~ B

3 N _
(This N is too small to take meaningful percentages. )

! 3

&
N

Note with respect to ‘the distribution for day students only thet about -91%
of them felt that. Cypress should keep the House Plan as compared to the 544
of qgese day studénts who answered that being ass1gned to a House had helped them

personally, i.e., some of the regponding day students felt that although they -
A\ N

L. . [N

could name\ no personal benefits they had derived from being assigned to a House,

they nonetheless felt that the idea of the House Plan has enough merit that it

’

should be contlnued . X .

I

P
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3.  8Burvey of recent graduates

«

A twotpage questionnaire dealiﬁg with various aspects of the House Plan and

t .
with.counse€ling was mailed out to all those studen&s e11g1ble\§or graduatlon in

~ June, 1976. ~ The part of the questlonnalre dealing with counseling was discussed

in Research Report #5. The part of the questionnaire dealing with students’
- o . ©

‘ -evaluations of the House Plan is reproduced on page 19 in Fi e 5. The total

» . g

number of responses was N=256. Again, this is probably not & 'random* sample of

1

all those eligible for graduation this June; rather, those who chose: to respond_

are probably those who were more involved 'in campus 11fe in some wayilﬁnd/or
a

.those experlences were either very good or very bad; i.e., this set of responSes

s . . ‘
probably represents the two extremes of the entire population .and underrepresent

those whose experiences were not outstanding in some way. Again, that the set of

responses is biased in these ways is Just a possibility. “
>

4 2

. Unlike thase students to whom a similar but not identical questionnaire was

’ \‘
administered at graduation rehearsal, these students to- whom\the questionnaire was

mailed had time to write comments, and often didgsey Most of ‘these comments were
: ' ! I .

‘about céunseling and were reproduced ‘in Research Repbrt #5, but ad&e of them

S
concerned the House Plan, and these w111 be reproduced later on in this report.‘

The first question concerning the House Plan was_designed to elicit student

) ’
opinion on what the functions of the House advisor should be,{but as it turned out,

-

it also seem®T to test students' knowledge of what the House advisSor was in the

first place:i

.
-

- From your point-of view, what-is the purpsse of havifig a House advisor?

. . ’ T..
. = . 3

24 - .
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Froh your point of view, what is the purpose ﬁf having a House advisor?

Did having a House advisor hélp you personally while you were here at Cypress?

. No

3

—

.

”

Did‘being assigned to a House help you'persbnally while you were here at Cypress?
. ' s ' : -

No




o - ' . ’ ’ i
- 8 . ‘ M ) . ' “ . - T °
. .
- I3

A

Slnce this questlon hds an open-ended response category, the quest;on was, .
. * LY . !

)
’ , able to detect wrong guiesses; for exa.mple, as the response d1stmbutlon Wlll ) K
. .shgw & number of students thought that the House advisor was either a counselor

. or the counselor s é‘sslstant. The response d1s_tr1butlon for the entire set of

‘ -

. N=256 follpws: ' - - Co e T G

4 1

v é

-
-~ E

Bes.Eonses ‘ Frequency Percentage
- ): " ’ » . . * c — . ’A »
No answer - N ' . 76 29.69%
, . ‘-‘.. . / N -« . . -
' - 2 N
- . "Don t know," "lr‘no idea there was such . e o 7%
a thing 'as a House advisor," "what. - isa R oA
N ~  House adv1%>r‘?”, ete. 4 X .92 35.94% N
\ . . . ' o
v *~ . .‘ . ’ ) ' ’ 4 ' t *
7 <t Responses vhich indicated that the fespon- . . _ §
B dant thaught the advisor -was”a counselor ” ‘ Lo
* -or counselor's assistant, \ 45 . 17.58% ¥ 3
. . N s ‘ « . ~ e ‘e »
’ To advise student government help wlt ot . . .
Y . Houfse act1v1t1es, ete. e : l ¢ . 25 3§ 9.76%
1 ! 2 . .
N * ' Other responses . Cois e T B & T 7.03%
: oLl #y”l R , ‘ 256 . 100.00%, - -, °
Ty S ~ . e : "
- : S . ) . T . .
This distribution is egephed i% Figure 6 on page 21. .
“ Included in the "Other rbspOnses category were responses. which were illegible,"’ e

or.which may or may not h@fe’dlsplayé’d thdt the respondant knew what House ‘adv,lsor
A ~
' functions were, sugh as "It should be gh opportunlty to have- someone to discuss

4

- problems/act‘lv1t1es and gain 1nformatlon or state complalntse

—e .

Note further that 1f the two categories "No answer and the category 1nclud1ng ,

3

N

pOrre—s

—"-.\.
>

all the "Don't know," "I have no idea typemof retp

1nd1<:até lack of knowledge of. the advisor's functio them'the total number of = .
? q 3 °
’ respondants unable to even make a guess is 168 or 65 63% of the set of respondants.
F‘u.rthermore, Qlf, We then 1hc1ude the wrong guesses of counselor—type functlons, then:

-y . .

the total umber of elther no, guesses. o’f wrong guesses becomes 213 or 83 21%.

. ¢ . -
N Vo . - . -
. [y
. ! )
.

~ t > “
.I - ‘ . .6. K : © ,
\)‘( : [ 2 :
. . . -
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Figure 6

Distribution of responses to.
the question "From your point
of view,.what is the purpose
* of having a House advisor?".
N=256 )

o

- -

Key To Respoﬁsé

Y QW e

= O

Categories:
No answer °
"Don't know," "Had no idea there was such a thing-as a House advisor," etc.
Responses which indicated that the respondant thought the advisor was a
counselor. ' . o
To advise student govermment, help with House activities, etc.
Other responses -

217 :




22.

-~ o

S
Thé subset of responses labelled "To advise student government, help with

House activities, etq:".include all those answers which indicated that the student °

- »

had some sort of knowledge of the role of the House advisor. These answers}q;e'

reproduced below in their éntirety:

. D * )
’

(1) To better communication between the-students and the~faculty—admigtrat!'ﬁ. )
(2) To provide constructive, stimilating suggestions. -

i .

a

' . N
Seems to be concerned more with being & House policeman than a House advisor.

I'm not sure, probably to relay student feelings about eampus activities.

s v

. * P
Co-ordinﬁﬁe student govermment, offer guidance to students’, and help coxnsel.

.

Ogganize House activities with the elected students.
M

To co-ordinate Hou¥e activities with the president.

To attend House meetings, know what limits are as far as activities, and so 'on -
advise, not decide for us. -

b ™ . .
The House advisor acts as an ambassador of the\students to both the faculty. and
administration, with the student gevernment as the medium of individual access to
the advisor. ’

1. To advise the House govermment. 2. To provide a source of continuity of
informe¥ion to inpoming student leaders. 3. To provide a cohesiv factor in
communications between students, faculty, administrators, and clasdified steff.
(Underlining {s the respondant's) ‘

2 , | o ,
Never having heard of a House advisor (after 2 years!) I can only guess that she/he
would be there to give advice on extracurricular activities, students services,
House problems (policy, elections, government) .

If their duties as House advisor are only with -the House student body - then none
"is needed. i ) -
A




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

4

-
~

- , .
To edvise students or studert-goverrment-affairs and to help students plen events v

for the students of Cypress College.
called upon. (Underlining

To organize House activities, etc.

¢
€

Ligson between edministretion and stude

23.

R

Also to help with personel problems, if

is the respondent's) - -

B

!

nis. Provide guidence and sugges: cr

o

advise

on suiteble activities.

' \ £}
She or he is to help you {the s:udert governzent; and guide you du:z
(House edvisor) gets urset tco easily., ~ ™.
' S
v
- »
7o organize things betzer
Cc-crdinete student government and keer i gn Its <ces

~ e s . . -
Sc—crdinaterstudent setivities - mestly for studen-s gCverrnzent,
; ¥ Jcr student goverrnment I
. .
= _— H -
- :;' e L 3 '
A B A ~ s - - - ~ - ~ —— -
Th y'gge-he‘ae; tC assist the rerbers c¢f student governter:. <
~ F -
" \
~ - . - . : Py . g '
- felp the students Ir House goverrmerts end 80T &S & Link betveer & =inisirdicrs
¢ - -
end students. :
A >
=T . .

To help co-ordinate the internel affairs £f the Souse.

A. :
To organize and rlan activities rels*ive to tre different courses of
House, .

Helps advise student council without Zorcing his opinions om others.

Help in plenning money-meking sctivities for clubs.

3 s - % ) -
Probably to ijj/up activities or to represent us in school events.

/

o

The next question concerning the House Plen was the following:

L J
\

Did heving a House esdvisor help you iersonally while you were here at Cypress?

— -




The distribution of responses to,this question follows: v
Respgnse , Fre&uencx Percei%age

. 11.33%

' ’
Yo . ' : ' 76.95%
d

Yes

I don't know! . .1-95%\

No answer . 9.77%
2 : 100.00%

4 4+

2
»

This d¥Stribution is grephed In Figure 7T on pege 25.

Bedause of the fect theat meny of the respondants believed thet the advisor wes
either & counselor or assistant to the counselor, to get & correct interpretetion
of what these fiéures mean, weé must break down the categories according to whether

or not the respondant thought the advisor ws counselor or counselor's assistant.

" The following is the distribution,of responses 10 the same question for thet subset

or respondents 'who thought thaet the aHouse edvisor served counseling functions:(N=ks) .

Response B Freouenci PPercentage'
Yes : 12 . 26.63%
o o _ © 68.89%
"I'don't know" ' . L7LLhg
100.00%
This meeps that of the total number of "yes" responses for the entire subset, which
vas 29, 12 of those.&yés" responses ere irrelevant for the purroses of this quegtion,

since in reality, these 12 respondents were ensvering thé question gs if it hed

’
2

. . . ™
perteined to counsel%pg. Of the remsining 17 "yes" responses, 7 came !!pm_respon-
dants who had originally left the qﬁestion gbout the functions of the House edvisor

< : r o o ° °

blank or had responded something sheh as "I don't know," and 10 came from the subset

of respondants who did heve some idee of the functions of the House edvisor. The

. distribution below showing where the total .number of 29 "yes" responses came from, .

3
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Distribution oY responses to
question "Did having e House
advisor help you personally
while you were here at Cypress?'

N=256
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.




will meke this clear:

.
oo )

Subset of all those who responded "yes™ to question "Did having a House advisor
help you personally while you were here at Cypress?" (N=29)

)

12  thought the advispr had counseling functions

’ -~

10 answered that the role of the adv1sor had to do with student yovernment
and House activities . ’

"did not know what the House advisor dld (elth left the question blank
or wrote something guch as "I don' t/ﬁno W)

Total number of "ves" responses to questlon "D d having a House advisor
help you personally while you were here at Cypress?” .

The last qQuestion for this sqt_of respondants was the following:
7

[
v

Did belng assigned to a House help you personally while ydéu vere here at

CypressV ' s r -

-~ [

The distribution of responses for €his question follows: (N=256)

Responses ’ Frequency . Percentage

Yes ° : ' 117 45.70%
No ‘ ‘ 120 ! . 46.88%
" "I don't know" 4 ' : 7 ' . 2.73%

Yo ansver . 12 ‘ 4.69%
- 256 100. 50

J H T

This distribution is graphed in Figure 8 on page 27.

~
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- ' Y. Survey of alumni

’ - * >
A two-page questionnaire dealing with several kinds of follow-up questions

and with the House Plan was sent out Jointly by the Office of Institutional

Research and the Counseling Office to all persons who were eligible for graduation

~

. ‘ ‘ ‘ .
in June, 1975. : The first page of the questionnaire dealt with such things as
what the respondant was now doipg and how Cypress had prepared her or himyfor this,

The second page dealt with some aspects of the respordant's experiences with

-

counseling and with the House ﬁian. That portion of data dealing with counseling
! Py - - » : . *

has been-‘analyzed in a separate report (see Research Report #5). That pbrtion

-
L

- o . R i
dealing.with the House Plan will now be discussed. Figure 9 on page 29 shows

. v
.

that_portion of the questionnaire dealing with the House Plan. '

The questionnaires were sent out in the middle of June, 1976, and as of 4

July 15; 313 responses had been received. Of these 313 respondants, 280 had

) -

. ‘ . ’ *~ s !
> £fille@ out the Becond page; for our purposes, therefore, N=280. These slumni

also wrote many comments, most’ of them on counseling and instruction, but also a

L 4
s

few on the Hpuéé ?ian, and these cémments ﬁill be displayed in a later part of
- ‘ »*
this report: ’ ] . -

- ' "
-

The reader is again reminded that this set of respondants is probably not
hd -~
a fandom‘sam;ling of the entire population, The reader is referred to Research

Report #5, pages 3-k, (whié% deéls ﬁith the same set Qf reépon@ants), for a -

-

discussion of the possible characteristics of this sub-population. ‘

~

@ | o

A A .
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. L}

2. The House Plan. The f012?w1ng questions concern your experlences with the
House Plan while you wer here at Cypress. b . °
- a ¢

]
\

. « e N « B .',,
() From your point of view, what is the purpose of having a House advisor?

s

(v) Dia having & House Advxsor help you nersonallv while you were here at
Cvnress9 Yes .. No

°

{c) Dia belng assigned to a House help you bersonalLy_whlle/you were here
. at Cypress9 Yes No

(d) What kinds of House activities did you usually go to? (If none write ..

in "None").

- Al .

.

1

() What kinds of activities da vou think the House should have sponsored?

. >
L4

(f) Overall, do you feel the Housg Plan is worthwhile? Yes No .

I3

e
L
|

&

A'Lg

o
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following:

b . N ) "o -
. &
The first quest¥on asked of the alumni dealing.with
- , v -' o .
[ . . . v

°

the House Plan was the '

«
<

From your point of view, what is the purpose of having a House advisor? .
- Y . '

(N=380)

— N\
¢ «

. X N ;
The distribution of responses to this question follows: 3
’ ’ < . |
. : ’ |
Responses . R " Frequenc " Bercentage. R
fiesponses . , _f:g___jﬁ £Ercentage: . |
. . ) ~ . |
Ne arswer ’ - 76 , //// 27.1k73
\ . . - e L
"I don't know," "I didn't know there & ' L .
" was one," "I have no idea," etc. .. 61 N . S 21.78% v .
Responses which indicated that, the . .
respondant thought the advisor was n. e e
either a counselor or assistant to . .
a counselor < 8l 30.00%°
Other - 40 1k .29 -
0 ! . . .‘ i—/ . ' . .
To advise student govermment, . S _ - )
help with House activities, ete. ° 19. - 6.79%
‘ N 260 ~ 100.00%
\e -
) . : > - . - .

This

apparently guesses on the part of the réépondant.‘ ¢

distribution is graphed in Figure Id\bg\page 31. .

I‘ o \_/ 1

.

category includes responses which were illegible, op'whiéh were
L% v A

’ 5 .

The "other"

v

L4

¥
$ >

If one contrasts the above distribution with the‘dis%ribution of responses to

-

7

the same question from the recent graduates (seélpagé 21, figure &), one can see

several interestJ!g differencés and similarities.

-
-

First of 411, note that & much

higher percentage of alumni (30%) thought that the \House advisor was either a
\ A B L 4

counselor or counselor's assistant than did the recent graduates.(JY.Sg%). Note

also

s

+

that the percentage of illegible answers and guesses was a little higher for

5

. the alumni than for the recent graduates.(about 14% ag cpposed-to T%). Notga e
~ - ® N ’q ./

further' that the pertentages in eaeh case of respondants who were aware of the’

L ¢ .

House advisor's functions are sbout the same (‘about 7% and 10%). Finally, note

£
. B ) . - rd i !

(X




! Figure 10

Distribution &f responses to
‘question "From your: point of
view, what is the purpose of -
having a House advisor?".
N=280 )
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. N ) :
A: Xo anssg;,v : g : k\\{ -
Bt "I don't know," "I dkdn't know there was one," "I have no idea," etc.
C: Responses. which indicated that the respondant thought the advisor was
. either a counselor or assistant tQ a counselor
. D Other . N
E: To{sdvise student government, héi% with House activities, ete.
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’ — - 5 /..
that the_gombined percentages of respondahts who either left the response §pacé
blank or who replied in some way that they did not know, or who. wrote a response

\ . R . i
indicat%gg that they thought the advisor has counseling functions is quite close
. ’ {
. in the two sub-populatidns - about 79% in the alumni sample and about 83% in the
.- . : - . . .
i - sample’of recent graduates. -
. L " .
\\\> ' The 19 responses coded as "To advise student government, help with House
N , ;
activities, etc.” inecluded those answers which indicated that the respondant had
some knowledge of House advisor functions. fhese answergjare presented below in
their éntirety: v
From ygﬁr point of view, what is the purpose of having a House advisor?
' ~
To guidg and unite the members of the House government, and to be available
. . to other stydents if they need help. The advisor should he a central
) figure, not necessarily out front, but in the back providing a stable,
N central core for students to come to, and to  keep the House faculty and
students together. t < <///’__’
To bring a closer relationship.tB students and House personnel.
: To organize, plan, and facilitate objectives .of the House. ’
. . : . A
*To advise the sdhool system of House needs and desires, and to keep all
Houses working together. . .
8 together. . ..
. -~ - /
More in line with student objectives.
\A -
S’ * . ’ ¢ ¢ | .
\ Keepg”muestudent body informed of the events/problems occurring in that
particuler House. ©
Wes bétter informed of specific problems related to Hbuse.
- jSojthe'House advisor will have authority to check activities. ‘ ' '
y L] -
o » ! -




@ Ve

1__To represent the House in 'meetings, to get better opportunities for students. |

) . LN
To represent the House‘in matters that affect the college as a vhole.

. ' N |
- "To be there‘to help with problems, activities, and advice. to co-ordinate things.

é:‘ <& »
- ‘}.
. To have' someone available who was familiar with the problems and attivities
that concerned the House. . T

~ T <

[N

& Keeping you aware what was happening around campus activities, problems, etec.

Having someone to regulate things and push for improvements. ~
. b ﬁ ‘ -

k4
To relate activities that ‘are concerned with each House. -

’

. Bringing the students in that House,togethef. j?
= . . .
As a semi-center, or mini-nucleus for student fellowship. X
> , ' . D N . . \\\ s
. To keep the House organized. _ . . - T v

that person.,

If you'want sémething different in the House, you would get in touch with\\

¢

The nexﬁ’questioh concerning thefﬁguse Plan was the following: i

- . o
s 5 ) . - : ’
, Did having a House advisor help you personally while you were here at
Cypress:’” N : . . - \
‘ ‘ ' )
\ . The distribution of regponses to this question follows: (N=280) /
‘ T Responée/ﬁrz : Frequency Percentage \
Yes 51 18.21% ‘ k
L Yo 195 69.65% Lo
Somewhat : A . N 2 SN EY ’
Don't know - ) "t 1 ) .36% -
, ‘ No answer .31 . 11.07% .
° . i \; ) 280 K 100.00%
B - . » /

.This diét;ibﬁtion is graphed in Figure 11 on page 3h. L . |

f .
AN < L - N !
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It is important to remember that 84 respondants in this set answered the

previous questlon about House advisor functions in such a way that 1nd1cated ¢

_ that they belleved ‘the House advisor has counsellng functions, and that therefore

.
~

they may have been answering this questlon("Dld hav1ng a House advisor help you

persondlly whi%inyou vere here at Cypress?") also on this basis (i.e., that the
co

advisor is a selor). It is therefore necessary to break down the "yes"

responses according to the respondants' answers to the previous question on House
advisor functions: (N=51) . .

& -
- -

Subset of those who answered "yes" to "Dig having a House advisor help you
personally while you were here at Cypress?" broken®down according to their’
responses ta question on House advisor functions: (N=51)

v
,Respénse . Frequency Percentage ]
Advisor has counselor functions - 35 . . wﬁﬁde§8.63%

I hiﬁnk or don't know responses s T. 13.73%
* Other responses . ' - 6 - 11.76% %f?ﬁ
’ Adv1sor is to advise student government, ~ ) | . 8
he}p with House act1v1t1es, ete. s 3%' ‘ 102:20%
What this means is that of those who respohded that having a House adtisorjigi -
"help thenm personally, about 69% so’answered hhder the belief that the advisor
.Serves some sort of couhsellng functlons - -
The next que§t10n concerning the House Plan asked of the alumni was the
following: ) . ’ N
‘ Did being assigned to a Hbuse,help you personally while you were here at’

; Cypress” . . . e ¢

.
3

- - >
‘

The dlstrlbutlon of responses to thlS question foll6’~2 (¥=280)

. -




=

£ 3 égg

. ‘ " - . \

Response o o Frequency Percentage
- Yes ‘ | T 85 " 30.36%
,
No [ BEEET A 62.50% =
Don't know | o 2 \ - L .T1% .
No answer ' o a 18 6.h3%

' , . 280 160..003

This distribution is gréphed on page 37 in Figure 12. - .

This set of alumni was next asked to descrlbe the kinds of House activities .

they usually part1c1pated in when they were at Cypress through the fol];;ﬁ

question:

[}

What kinds of House activities did you usuelly go to? (If none, write ih
"None.") ,
—_— T T
. . - ———

. h
The distribution of responses to this question follows: (N=280)
[~ Oy

. Response " '_ Frequency Percentage
Noneigr no answer “ 221 78.93%
Llst of specific activities o, - *
(to be described in detail below) 59 21.07%
. - 280 100.00% -.
4 : ) =
This dlstrlbution is graphed in Figure 13 on page :38.
&
Note that the percentage of those answering that they had participated in
ld ~N

Some kind of House act1v1t1es 1s lower than the percentage respond;ng that they -

had benefitted in some way from,being assigned to a House, indicating that-

Y
students do 't necessarily have to have partlcipated in House act1v1t1es to ,feel
R \____

P

thét they ha e gotten beneflts from the House Plan. The converse is also true;
partic1pation in House act1v1t1es does not necessarlly mean that the respéndants
also felt they had\benefltted personally from the House Plan, since 16 of the 59

s respondants who 1nd1cated that they had participated in House activities also
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. ~

answered that they had not benefitted personally from being .assigned to a House.

Because this question was included at the request of some of the House advisors as -

* .
.

an aid in helping them plan activities, the 59 responses which listed some sort of

activity participated in by the respondant are reproduced in their entirety below:

, . 1 - o ‘/5_\ .

I was extremely involved in the ASB activities so I tried to get to &s many
as I could - mainly the ones I could make it to. '

-

meetings (program-related club).

In-House meetings’ and individual counseling.

I was on the Steering Committee.
}
g

Christmas Party at . ¢ House.

. v .
Sales, sports_ activities.
!gi\*

' Musie, theater, art.
v

Football, baseball, table tennis.

-~

The art gallery shows, the trivia contésts with the teachens, guest lectures,
the special days with certain foods available.

Exhibits, sales.
All of them.
Paper airplane contest.

None except Homecoming.

=

Hoﬁor society.

Art shows, plays, ceramic sales, singing...

-~

45
: %
N




.

<

Mainly : ﬁrogram and .« *  club (program-related club). «
' ’ .

Lecture series in specialty fields.

Row
- -

Not ﬁany - One Cﬁristmas party i two yvears st Cypressé

’
Art discussion and movies.

Open House or auto shows.

Fine Arts concerts and lectures. -

[}
o

activities (progrém-related club activities).

. Women's art 'show, Spring, 1973. Student art show. '

.

All of the art programs in the galier&, ceramics, marathons.

1950's week and afternoon concerts. Club fund-raising meals.

.

]ﬁck pond race. 3

b ]
N,

Lectures.

Dy

Movies, speeches, etc. Meetings of clubs.

~

Duck pond race.

Sports programs..

Club (program-related club).

Ml of them when I was there and knew about them.

. v “

.

Luncheods, speeches.

7




5 P, ¢
. program orientation dinners (program-relatéd).
i

Art exhibits, plays, contests,; games.

«

¢

None except one art ‘exhibit but this even was not specifically for the®House.

®
’ - o merary

' Bake sale, displays.

D " ’

. Social activities.

’ : Bake sales, Christmas Parties. . Y

N . V

. . Most of fhe assorted activities. } »

Y

AN

The different gﬁéup gatherings on Tuesday and Thursd;y.

~

ﬁ’ ".&4 ".; '& '\
A couple of cook-outs. .

Parties to do with children.

. The musical eﬁtertginment.

I3 .

" Intramural shports., N .

,

Christmas party. . .~ . ) .
h3///7 + Oktoberfest. L o

The, Christmas party.’ .. el v

AN ‘ ¢

S . M v

Y0's week in 19Th; elections.

" Women's' program. ) .

~

: Lécgﬁres concerning major subjects studied.
» T - . /‘

+*y




b 4

.

Parties, club and association meetings.

A1l of them. : ”

4

Sales or just group discussions around coffee, art sales, slides, c¢dncerts.

, -

Music} Plays, clubs.

° 4 o
- Duck pond race, open House. -
d

Shows, art exhibits. <

Al
.

[ Food sales, ceramics, exhibits. ' 4 .

. . p
. : g{
. I was in g%udent govermment at Cypresg and was able to arrange and plan the
activities. I feel that all activities which bring the departments and
students in any House together are worthwhile and should be put on.

h 4

.

.

Some of the respondants who had answered that they did not participate in Houswe

o

activities while they werge at Cypress also wrote in comments about why they did

-
I3

not participate: '

14

)
They hed good activities%because of my work schedule, I was unable to get
involved. *

. . ~

.

Never had time to go to any activitjes.

.
L

- .' - y ]
None - I worked 25 hours a week plus was,a full-time ptudent.

.

~

None - I didn't have the  incentive to find time.

»

None - Fully active in outside curricular (re:jbndant apparently means:extra-
curricular) dctivities in high school. No enthusiasm for college activities-
worried aboyut school work and a job. ' ¢

- -

’
” 3

None '- but the ones th;t Ikney of were at ﬁad times. . .
l .

v

.




.

. h - : ‘ '.
None - (my House was not well-developed at- the, time). - .

. - . : .
- - None - I have a husband and two children - I QOn’t~neeQ47£ﬁLrah activities.

Few House activities were Planned that #I was aware of.

>

-~

. . ¢
’ N .

.~ While at Cypress our House was not actually in full existence.

. »
.

The next quéstion asked of the alumni was the following? .
: ) P '

«

) ) !
. What kinds of detivities do you think the House should have sponsored? '
' [ ~
Again, this question was included at the request of some of the House advisors a

i)

S

‘

O an aid in' helping them know what kinds of act1v1t1es students would like. Of the

total number of 280 alumni respondants, 207 or 73.93% either left thls response

) ‘ space blank or wrote in somethlng such as "don’t know" or no-suggestion, T

while 73 or 26.07% dia have something to say. These comments on what the Houses

—

should sponsor aie reproducedhbéle in their entirety: ’

b

»

Get students involved with community,activities.

More "get to meet each othg;ﬁ type get-togethers.

T

. Mjfe social activities to bring all students together. .

. ¢
N L4
l
-

. i
Meny social and mejor-oriented® events. ~ - .ot

L, v esise - e

>

Dances or concerts with rock bands. . \

. ) , - . -
\) ' . 7 ’ 0.

More charity drives for American Poor people. (Underlining is the respondant 's)

"More business clubs activities in Carmegie House.. .y e

’
EN

. pMore of:the same (as Houses are sponsoring now). ¥ ’

- o e
P 4 . ’ Srne

Lo , 49




More. field trips to art places for.interested studéhts. Guest lectures and
art demonstrations. More commericsal acknowledgment of student work, more.
faculty involvement. ° (Underllnlng is the respondant's) . . .

4 ) .
Bowling league, golf league, field trips.

)
¥

Phere were gobd activities planned if you were involved.with the House.
k] . ~ .

l‘ ~ “9"

More of thé above.  (Student had responded "Mov1es, speeches“ meetings of
clubs" to Just-prior question) -

Career-related activities. C c\

A ’ ' N

Fun thlngs and tq get moré\ﬁeople dAnvolved - more motlvatlng thlngs.

° s'
v
A

>

—Intergsting ones. '

Field trips.

'

:
Career‘programs so studentg would gain better understandlng ‘of what is
avallable and how they coul& best §i$ into some partlcuiar fleld

- >

\

Tennis events.

: > o ; "‘? -'\
Food specials at good prlc&s and quaLﬁty.: @

Programs geared to the ‘campus buerall -~ the Housa Plan 1s divisive and, costly

o ’ . ggégbw " ;.
What Edison Houge sponsored was flne.ﬂ'
K

* ¢

ey,

Career days. -

! -

Art shows, student exhibitions.,

-

More counselors; activities to

ek

"Have types of activities like the
on the‘international students.




™~

' ' \
. Those appealing to the majors they represent.

w
.

(1) A lecture series presented by the individual House pertaining to their
field eof instruction (by professionals in that field). (2) Job placement
. , interviews with companies inveolved in the House's specific field.

* e

Field trips-}o actual bﬁsinesses to experience the business world as it
really gxists.

A - . .

Displays from departments within the House, services for the stddents,

symposiums, guest lecturérs - I feel a vital activity that should be done and|
' was lacking when I was il government would be open student government meetingg
in the Houses and the AS, even question and answer Periods. . §>

The ones they sponsor now.

-

In the case'of the art building, more exhibits for everyone, not just gradu-
ates, or upper division. More special slide presentations.

N\ e

¥ Music¢, plays, clubs, entertainment.
- More activities which would have gotten more people involved.

Same as present, ’

»

[
v &

Fun thgngs. Getting to know one anotherbthings:- ) —

P

S N - * e )

More sporting ones afd ones to get to know more of the teaching staff.
)

{

Seemed to be varied and interesting activities (but I Just 4idn't have the
°<' opportunity to enjoy them). ; ‘ o . ..

r 2 Y . -

Part-time enﬁloyment for credit in yoﬁr mgjor. Experience counts more
_ heavily than a B.A. sometimes. ' :

. ~
-, . Potf

Social activities. 4

- .
* °

More, academic and career-type seminars. - () ’ ;

~

s -0 v [N

‘ \ 51 .




L.

. . «
. - . 3
~
. -
. - - .
. S .

-~ = .

These and more. Perhaps more advertising and announcements would help. (The

' : sptecedent of "these" is the response to just-prior question, which was "the
art gallery shows, the trivia contests with the teachers, guest lecturers, the
special days with certain foods available.") ) ‘

- * -
’

Any and al] .types - anything to take the (illegible) of classes, ard to meet ~
. . - friends. - > ) : T

’

» «

. More campus talent organized and performing in the lounge.

-

—

Same but more. (Respondant had answered "Sales, sports activities” to
Just-prior question.)

Homecoming activities.

*

. \

. \
Ones which the students who belong to those Houses . would\/

be interested in. ‘

- Kt
[ 2R ’
. . . / - L N '
More concerning the Fine Arts. v .

°

L

Dance bands, guest spegkers, and quiz contests.

N g
Activities that relate t‘o/ the field of the particular House.

*/%reer-oriented . , = s T

“ O s e
- . R

3

]

w- - Social activities and gab sessions to offer suggestions on how to unite and
@ imprové the JHouse. ~—— ‘
o o
4
- /‘ . -
Career-‘pJgnning and informatic;n‘activities. - a .. ‘
\ - g ’

- * * ' * ’/ / . N /

) Any -get-togetHers. - e ) . ’
L] B g
. More indoor games. 0

-
- . -

Dances, social getherings.,

. 7. - -

]

Hot dog feed was a éobd idea. A rock band would also be entertaining.

- -~ - ¢




~ ) o~
.
-

Activities with the other Houses to help the schools bécome imited.

- Activities which would familiarize people with each other,

[N - a LI
«

Just what they are doing now. . .. / \ ’
- o ) ) v . s
fMeetlngs_that are based on career-planningiT . 3
* 4 ] ' c/’ ) l/\i I
Al . . d 'f'
. More intramura.l sports. - . - =L

Some sort of time’ for studenf—faculpy interaction.
What it does now.

The typey that would provide more information on job pétentials and on k-year ’
© collegées and their requirements. '

FEEES ¢

Really must say I enjoy the ceramic sa.l'q the Art Dept. puts on twicg a8 year,
Dances. | } - A .
) ' Career seminars. | _— - e "

€ ° 1 ‘ ’ s ¢
- House sports. ° '

\

’ * ) { ’ . ~ ) ' #l ] . .. ”
Music, food, basic activ;‘lties to bring people ‘together. Activities that a
large majority find’interesting, as- opposed to.- the few "clique" groups now. .~

- -
‘ v - —_ i -
«

More publicized ‘ones!

MY

. . YR . : ‘ . .. ’ .
‘ ~ Have- guest band to en‘berta‘:’ln student body. Give people more of a chance to-
. ) « ~ socialize without pressure. In the two years that .I attended Cypress, ‘the
- P v__ " only -activity that really brought the student body together wag the event of
the.Ystreakers" running through cafipus. 3 L. .-

. s - -
- . ~ . _ LI

’ oY -
. .

B -Career-plar;ning . g : . ’ -




Lectures, debates, exhibits of art,, science, ete.

.
/ .

© * There is quite g wide range of suggestions, but note that there are a few pre-
i h 3
dominant themes runnlng through this list of what kinds of act1v1ties these.

a

_alumni think' Houses should sponsor: (1) program—related activities; (2) activi-

4 s

ties which will enable students to meet each other; and (3) goyivities which Would
1 . )
give them some sort of information on possible careers.' If o compares the'

0
- — ~

e
sorts of activities suggested by thesi alumni with the klnds suggested by the:
. sedent: graduates (see Chapter 2 of this Report), one will see that in general, the

t, alumni are more concerned w1th "serlous act1v1t1es such as program-related act1v1~

-

tles and career-plannlng help than were the recent graduates (however note that

even the alumni suggested several "strlqtlyjfor—fun" act1v1t1es), it may be that

from the vantage point of having been ort of €ypress for a year, these alumni .are
u’"
11st1ng those activities which they now reallze would help them,

N - ) 1 s
}

The last, questlon asked of these alumnﬁ was the follow1ng
‘ | Lol
Overall, do youffeel the House Plan is worthwhile? -

J —— [
{

Note thét just‘as with the survey of those graduates who attended the graduatlon

.

rehearsal, this question also deals with the abstract value of the House Plan

.

whileMan ear11er question ("D1d befhg [assigned to a Hous help you personally
W .
" while you were here at Cypress”") dealt more specifically with the student 5
34 s

own experience with the ouse Plan. The distribution of responses for this

g

abstract evalugtion g the House P1 “fOIIOWs: (N=280)
{ .

#~§g§29éégj’/// : ~‘?-1 Freguencx + Percentage
Yes o 160 57.1k%
NO ! o73 26‘07%
Don't know .~ 1k 5.007
No answen, ' 33 : 11.79%

: . 5 - 280 . 100.00%

~
-

¥ This distribution is graphed”in Figure k4 on page kg,

54
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~ Many of the responses were qualified in some way, and these oualifying comments
L) . .

. . will be presented in the section of this Report on comments which were written in

.
; -

by, the respondants. ) : . , £

| « Ta .

Note the much higher percentage of persons who responded "yes" to this ques-

A .

tion on the abstract value of the House Plan compatred to the percentage who
» answered "yes" to ‘Bhe question "Did being assigned to a House help you personally
while you were here at Cypress?” (abput 57% compared to about 30%). Note, however,

that this percentage of alumu; responding that they felt the House Plen does have
° R .
some abstractiorth is much lower than the percentage of recent, graduates (taken

from the graduation’rehearsal) who so responded (about 57% compered to about 88%;

_ see-page 1k of this Report for the distribution for recent graduates vho attended

the graduation rehearsal). Those lower percentage among the' alumni may be due

- .
» * .

s to the fact that some of, the Houses were not in operation as separate entities while

the alumni were here at Cypress; there were some comments to indicate that this wes
. \ °

the case. If this is a systematic trend, then the opening of Schweitzer and ¥

Thorpe Houses should see-an even greater percentage of students responding that
- « h * . . \

the House Plan has value; however, this is just a possibility based on the set of

responses obtained from these questionnaires, and the reader is«again cautloned)

~

- < A
to remember that these sets of nespondents probably do not comstitute & random

i . M ‘ -~

sample of the student populations. L ‘1A -

In summary, about 30% of those alumni who responded felt that being assigned
¢ -

to a House had helped them personally while they were here at Cypress, although
g T




+5.  Respondents' comments on the House Plan

-

14 , .
This section will present all comments rade by respondanté on the House Plan.

As mentioned earlier, those respondants who answered the questionnaire edministered

during the gradustion reheersel dig not heve time to write comments; therefore

.

the comments presented in this section come from the questionnaires mailed to

" (1) a1l those eligible for greduetion this June {i.e., June, 1976) and (2) e1:

those who were eligible for gradustion in June, 1675. As stated egrlier, —os

. *

ot

Gy

.

of the comments tasken as & whole concerned counseding, igéies?ing (2) students' .

. .
- [ - * - > ry - &
. concern with counseling functions end (b) in sore cases, students' idertification
. iy s .. . :_, L s

of the House Plan v%;h decentralized counseling; these corments were presented ip

Research Report #5, pages 50-60. A smeller mumber o? respondants wrote ir corments

on'the House Plan, and these ere presented in their entirety. The cc——ents below,
0, I C Y C

s ’

include a1l comments except those which came from a group of guestionnaires sent

@

out with a cov%; letter which included e strong statement of confidentiality;
these latter cannot be included. They were, however, teken into consideration «

" +in the sumary to be found in the next chepter. All underlinings and emphasis

¢

< and punctustion are the -respondant's. ’

- ‘

-

“

- '(In response to the question "Overall, do you feel the House plan is worth-

. while?", respondant left the response spaces blenk, but wrote in the follow-
’ .. ing:) I wasn't as ective in it-as I would have like to have been. - - -
' (In fééponse to the gquestion "Overéll, do you feel the House Plan is worth-
’ " ;While?", respondant. answered "yes", then wrote in the following:) Only
N because of the activities it sponsors. . -

s o 0
. - Se
0

(In response to question "Overall, dé you feel the Eouse Plan is worthwhile?"
respondant an ed "no", then wrote in the following:) Séparate§ students
.and faculty too Buch. ° ]
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(In respdnse to question "Overall, do you feel the House Plan is worthwhjle?",
respondant answered "yes", then'wrote in the following:) If it does good for
some, as I'm sure it does, it is worthwhile. .

;
I4

(In response to the question "Qverell, do you feel the Housé Plan is worth-
while?", respondant answered "yes", then eadded:) Very - it would have, b
advantageous to us . (name of program which currently does not have
House as separate igcilitys students. .

o

Has potential zreferring to the House Plan).

»
The House Plan is acceptable but it's not that edvantageous., 'I'mean as
far as I'm concerned, it's just another label. Instead of saying "I belong
to depariment” the lable is changed to "I belong to House.",
Big deal, - :

Waste of money end tire. . .

The House Plan separatesy people from each-other. The whole idea strikes !k. -
me as being impé;sonal. There should be one qorrmunity hall for the entire
student ,body. ’ ’ '

- -
~
.,

?
(In response to the guesiion, "Overall,’do you feel the House Plan is worih-
vhile, respondent answered "yes", then added:) it's easier to relate to
people .who are in the seme House because You have the same interests. .

I spent more time in House(name of House to which respondant wes not .
assigned) with nexe of counselor to whom respondent was not assigned) °

8s 1y advisor. She helped me With gbout everything I could have needed,
academic and otherwise. I should have chehged Houses, but I didn't.

~

(In response to question, "Overall, do you feel the House Plan is worth- .
while?", regqudant ansvered "yes", then addeq:) Very! - - ’ .
- 2 _

- . - 3 °

3 ~

.

(In response to question, "Overall, do you feel the House Plen is worthwhile?",
respondant answered "yes", then added:)} This is a very difficult question
because there is no wey for there <o be 7 or, 8 residents (respondant is .
apparently referring 4o Houses)the school simply won't ryn; therefore, you must *
have the ASB present, which is not really a full-fledged House Plan. But

the divfsion of students into majors does create g gred} amount of closenmess

in students, teachers, and counselors. Also not all of you {relpondant is
appgrently referring to faculty-staff- nistration) feel that way. Per- .

, haps you'd better let the students know how you feel. (In‘a later portion of

questionnaire, same respondant wrote the following:) It helps in studies.
Makes free time enjoyable, and makes Cypress more thgn just a classroom of-

eminént status. It makes, it somewhére, you like to go!
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As far as I can see the idea is good but the functions presented by the House

should be more numerous and slso beneficial to the student.

~ .

©
>

(In response to question, "Overall, do yYou feel the House Plan: is vorth-
while?", respondant answered "yes", then added:) For a majority of the
students, I'm sure it was worthwhile, for me it was not.

s ~
3 ~ . N

e

.

’

I never thought of the building as a place I went to engage in
organized activities (except clullses, of course). It was lovely to be able
to sit down with friends who hed similar interests and have a cup of coffee
without taking a ten minute hike to some centrally-located student union. .I
guess all I ever weanted from my House was a place at a table where I could

-pull up a chair and have a reasonably-price€d cup of good coffee. These I
received, appreciated, and now miss.

;
(In response to the question="Overall, do you feel-the House Plan is worth-

» While?", respondant answered "yes", then addéd:) If you can get people to
stay aroun@‘campps. Commter schools are basically cold and unfriendly.

(In response to question, "Overall, do you feel the House Plan is worthwhile?",
respondant answered "yes", then added :ﬁlTo, some, not to me.

¢

. -
N

Many -students at Cy@wress teke courses that are offered’&n many different °
. Houses. A _sense of identification with one House never really develops. .

A

I think the House program tends to isolate people who are in a spedialized
. progrem. - , . .

-

<

(In response to question\ "Overall, do you feel the House Plan is worthwhiiq?";
‘respondant answered "yes", then added:) For counseling purboses it was easier.
s (In.response to question, "Overall, do you feel the House Plan is worthwhile?",

. respondant answered "no", then added:) Maybe for some people,

My experience was @pt usual.' I thjhk the ﬁouse'Plan could be worthwhile for
" beginning students. I was a (name’ of profession) back in school for

general education courses. R , p

-

(Iﬁ response to the éuestion, "Overall; do you feel the House Plan is worth-
while?", respondant answered:"yes", then added:) But it needs to,be improved.

.
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> The House Plan didn't do anything for me since the course I was in was .
J general e The three years I was at Cypress I don't think I had one class
., in the House I was assigned to. I do feel, ‘though, that having the different
j> courtes Iocated in their own building is a good idea. .

B

-

(In response to the question, "Overall, do you feel the House Plan is worth-
-while?", respondant answered "no", then added:) It would-be, if they could
@evise a plan where each student could be positively diregted and motivated
2 toward the goal he is most capable of accomplishing, rather than sitting
around waififig for students to come around with problems - most-students
; don't realize their unrealistic goals until it's too late to change without
leaving a lot of education‘behind to take a different program. {Respdndant
is apparently talking about_counseling) 5 T :

.
- M -

I §hink I was too uninterested to find out about the House Plan. The help I
had was great but at years old, my goal was to feed my kids dinner,
‘j clean hou§e,*pnd go to school.
(In response to the question;"Overa%;; do you feel the House Plan is worth-
« while?!", respondant checked "no" then added:) Schools are-for EDUCATION!:!

I

-

. - . ——

-~

) —~ It enables those students who are 2]l “n one major the ebility to "mingle". .

= i - v ~.., Y - . I'tc. )
- (In response to the question, "Overall, do you feel the House Plan is worth- _
while?", respondant checked "no", then added:) Not for me! 1If Cyp;ébé should,
C e geﬁ much larger the House Plan will be very helpful in bresaking up tﬁe
ffer.

population but as for the present size I didn't feel it had much to
/

(In response to the question, ﬂOvevhlf,'do you feel the House-Plan is worth-
while?", respondant checked "no', then added:) For those. students involved
’}n House activities, yes, but as for me, no. .
- L \

° 3 (In response to the duestion "Overall, do you feel the House Plan is worth-
' while?", respondant checked "yes", then added:) For some studerts. ‘

Y

- H
v .

jr/ ‘ -, Did not exper}ence any or enough to make a jJudgment (about the House Plan)m
' o which may. indicate lack of effectiveness.

k)
£

I never heafd what the House*Plan was. Emphasis was on the program, not;on

42 House Plan, . . '
— ’ e 1
3

% The problem is not the House Plan, but pqor counseliné. . _

- . LI [
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(In response to the-question "Overall, "do you feel the House PYan is worthi
while?:,.respondant checked ''yes", then added:) For most kids [it is. -

0

I did not feel é'part of . + House since I was a .- major.

spent more time in other Houses. - - oo -
R . ) - - o s
)

{In response to the quesﬁioni" eraii, do you feel the House Plan is worth-
while?", respondant-checked "yes", then added:) For those non-working -
students who have time to participate-after classes,

’ .

7 -

(In response to the question "Overall, do you feel thé House Plan is worth-

while?", respondant left response spaces blank, then added:) It probably is-
but did not help me personally, . ’ :

\

Although I didn't.participate in the House functions, I've heard.a good deal
about them and the good things they've done. , .o

A

(In response to question "Overall, do you feel the House Plan is worth- -
‘whilé?", respondant left the response spaces blank, then addéd:) Can't really
say - ours wasn't open long before I left campus. ,

-~
@

Having had attended other schools in ny lifetime, I felt that the Héuse Plan

- 1

and its' total operation was as good as any other plan. ‘However, there is one
exception to the above statement and that is you tend to fraternize with
pedple of thé same interests. ThHig does not build an awareness &f other
‘peoples and other beliefs for the younger student. The House Plan mey have a

social structure weakness.

.

9

~ -

’ . Iy

. . . . ‘ . .
I am sure it is more valuable for-the younger student. I was a part-time

student and involved in many outside activities.
(In response to the question, "Overall, do you feel the House Plan is worth-
while?", respondant checked "yes", then added:) Yes, if a person wanted to * ,
get involved. I personally didn't get involved with House activities because
of work I've-never,gotten very involved in school activities, but for T,
- friends who did the, House Plan .seemed to work well for them, and they had fun.

.
Ly

(In response to the question, "Overall, dqd you . feel the House Pran is wo¥th-
while?", respondant checked "yes", then added:) Very. -

- . S 22

T It helps for more of*a friéndly schoﬁi. People feel they have a plgce to go
*where they belong. , . .




ST

(In response to the question, "Overall ,wdo you feel the House Plan is worth-
while?"] respondent checked "yes", then added:) Only for those with & mgjor,

* but I believe many people like myself g0 to a community college to find a
mejor and may Jump around a bit before deciding, thus not getting too
involved in'his own House.

~
[

o™ L]
Did not feel it was wdrthwhile at all.
!

~ .

Would still prefér one large qgign also where you could-get "real" hot food.

LA
As a member of House, the thing I enjoyed most was a smaller community -
of. people interested in the same things I was, and the area to gather in. \
I've never been into "activities", but I enjoyed many long talks with friends
while sitting in the lobby. ‘ )

Y
’

I gained a éreat deal of stimulation in my '‘discussions with people who had my
+ same interests, helped to decide me on my career and brought me out of my
shell so to speak. ) ) :

It af%ords students a chance to become involved with:other students in their
.area of concentration. . .

- .0 2 o]

’

[ N ' i * .

(In response to the question, "Overall, .do you feel the House Plan is worth-
- while?", respondant checked "yes", then added:) For those who are adequately

Placed in the House fitting to theIr major. o

Most people at Cypress are from neighboring high schools and-know peoplé on

campus, The House Plan would function better in an on-campus living gituation,
also not the case at Cypress. . . :

, . » .
. .

*

<

I think it was worthwhile for those who used it, but I was never involved in
anything except my classes. P

Vd
—

(In response to the question, "Overall, do you feel the House Plan is worth-
while?", respondant checked "yes", then added:) For some people.

f ~

o

(In response to the question "Overall, do you feel the House Plan is worth-
while?", respondant checked "no", then -added:) For some ~ I guess, so - for
me, no. ‘ . e » - )

-
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+ ' (In response to the guestion "Overall, do you feel the House Plan is worth-
while?", respondant left response spaces blank, then added:) Perhaps to 4
- others who were more interested in extra-curricular adtivities.-

. -

.
’

- Perhaps it's beneficial to people who are interested in‘an area that Cypress

,

. Offers, : - ~
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6. After%ord
’ r = S t - ‘
The reader is again reminded to keep;in mind that when interpreting these

dhta that the sets of respohdants discussed in this report .dre Probably not, a@
’ :: L) ’ ’ ’ 5‘"

random’sempling of the entire student population. 'The systematlc ways in whibpu

-

these samples may possibly be biased have been discussed. )
) -

- - . _ . .
Within these sets of respondants, some gener%l trends may be observed:

1

B

(1) There is a'tendencj_for some students to identﬁfy the House Plan with decen- .
;o ) - ' I

tralized counseling. (2) Participation in House activities is generelly'low,’but'

low participation in House activities does not necessarily mea thp student

L

perceives that he is gettlng nothlng from‘beang ass1gned to a House. I.e., for

.’

‘ some students, the concept of the House and’ Hduse membershlp is not 1dent1f1ed

.'.

with participation in that House s act1v1t1es, and benefits of the House Plan are

4 L
-

seen ‘by. .some students to be something other than the existence of these House

v

actlvities. (3) Older students tend to see the House Plan'as less beneficial to
them personsally. If 1t is fount through further research that the House Plan does
.largely bengfit the younger student then 1t should be remembered that students

20 Years or younger compose& about ¥0% of the entire student.population in

hd ¢
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