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e In mid 1976 the Executive Committee of
. the Council of Graduate Schools appointed a
c special committee to consider the status of
) non-residential graduate degree programs.
- The Committee members are . .
et S.D. Shirley Spragg
' Uhiversity of Rschestér, Chairman
t Phyllis P. Bober
o, S Bry.\Mawr College A
‘ Wade Ellis .
.o . University of Michigan'
. Stirling L. Huntley.
California Institute of Technology

R ' Michael J:Pelczar, Jr:
. University of Maryland ,
\ Thig statement, prepared by the Com-
mlttee/; endorsgg and published by the Ex-
. ecutive Committee of the. Council of Gradu-
A “ate Schools in the United States.
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Introduction

«  The Executxve Commuttee ot the Council of Graduate
* Schools (CGS) has noted with much interest as well as
some concern the recent rapid increase in external degree
programs, 1 e.: off-campus study—often of. a non-tradi- '
tional nature—leadlng to graduate degrees A survey of its
member nstitutions conducted by CGS in 1975 showed
that at least 54 institutions were offering a total of 127 ex-
ternal graduate degree programs.

We believe strongly that the dei/elopymnt of external.
degree programs is an important'trend in American h;gher
education The healthy growth of such programs is en-
. fouraged and supported ,by CGS Y However, questions
have been raised with respect to certain aspects of these
& programs, including matters of territoniality, responsibilic «

ty and jurisdiction, and motivation as well as questions re~

garding the quality of courses and programs.

The concerns and the responsibility of CGS must neces- .
sanly focus most directly on matters rélating to quality,
rather than on administrative considerations—unless these

wnfluence quality. Our primary concern is whether suc
programs offer to their publics graduate education and
graduate degrees which meet the standards to be expected
of graduate dlegree programs oftered on the home campus
under more traditional conditions by CGS member institu-
tions.

In order to call attention to the principles which-tve be-
lieve are important for achieving, maintaining, and assess-
ing the quality of off-campus graduate degree prograhs,
the Executive Committee of CGS*hhs adopted the follow-
ing policy staterhent as desirable for external degree pro-
grams and commends them to state authorities, regional
accrediting associatidns, educational institutions, and the
interested public for their consideration, guidance, and im-

plementatior), o-

STATEMENT ‘OF POLICY

€

The States * /

1. We support and encourage efforts, such as those of
the. Education Commission of the Stafes, looking toward

1
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_Regional Accrediting Associations .
2. The regional accrediting associations, in tlgrr;k

~,/!xistitx!tioﬁs S |

»
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establlshmént in each of the states of more effective proce-
dures for 'establishment and penodxc review of graduate
programs offergd by out-of-state &5 well as in-state institu-

thps . ,

2

and.evaluation of educational institutions, should also re-
view—and apply ecomparable standauds to—graduate de-
grees programs offered at off-campus locations as well as
on-campus programs. " "

3. Regional accrediting associations should accept te-
sponsibility for the accrediting of all mstitutions and aca-
demic units offering graduate degree programs in their re-
gion, 'regardless of the location of the home campus of the
institution and the accreditation status of the programs on
that home campus.. This will probably 1nvolvecooperat1ve
‘actjvitiés with the regional accrediting assocrahon havrng
jurisdiction over the home campus of the mshtutron )

4. Regional accrediting associations should move in the
direction of ntore specific and selective accreditation, rath-
er than accreditation of the institution “as a wholé" as tra-
dmonally done. Thus, an institution rhight be accredited -
to offer on-campus master's” programs, but not be accred-
ited for off-campus master’s programs except for ‘certain
specrfacally named programs at specified locations. Exten-"
siondo other Jocatioris or to additional programs would re-

' qujfe specific-review and appréval. .. .

<y . R

5. An institution should not begin to offer an off-cam-
pus graduate degree program until it has received authori-
,Zation from the appropnate state agency and from the re-
"gional accrediting association(s) involved. Its credits and
degrees should ngt be regzognized by CGS member institu-
tions until this has been accomplished.

6. An Institution proposing to offer graduatedevel
courses of graduate degree programs away from its home
_campus has the responsrblllty to demonstrate successfully




gram'is consonant with the expressed and accredited pur-
poses of the institution and (b) there is a genuine and un-
met need for this program at the proposed lpcation -
- ¥. Further, an institution proposing to offer such exter-
’ nal programs of study has the responsibility to demon- .
strate successfully to the appropriate agencies that the pro- .
- grams are essentially equivalent in quality to comparable
graduate programs offered on the home campus, especiallysm -
with respect to: . :
a the selection, oversight, evaluatiofand compensa-
tioni (both immediate and in terms of career opportuni-
ties) of faculty members in the program
b procedures for the approval of courses and degree
programs - '
c. the stature of the curriculum with respect to its or-
ganization, “appropriateness, level, intellectual de-
mands, and the intensity and dyration of the effort re-
quired. Lot
d. the admission of studgnts, their guidance and coun-
# selling, and the -evaluation of their performance in
T} courses and programs” v
e. the support offered. by library, classroom, labora-
tory, 4nd other resourcess © . | N
f. the detailed as {vell as general responsibility for the -
- quality of the program accepted by the appropriate
academic and administratjve units of the home campus
8. the keepjng of student records with respect to admis-
- sions, acAdemic performance, etc. ",
! .. 8. Bec ise of the heavy and sophisticated demands
made by doctoral programs upon: . o
a. litkary resources (and, in all appropriate cases' labo-
rat or clinical resources), A
- - b the’availability of a sufficient number of advanced
. ) . scholar-facuilty members in the academic unit to confer .
. and decide on evaluations of stydent progress (in
. ’ ’ courses, qualifying examihations, research progress, .
.and dissertation quality), and
c. the availability of advanced scholar-faculty mem-
bers int related fields for advice and guidance 4nd to
‘serve on-examining and dissertation committees, °
an institution should not. offer external doctoral degree
programs unless there is full, easy, and frequent access, ta
the faculty, library, and other resources of the appropriate

\)e" - . ' . " Te 3
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academic unit(s) on the home camipus:

9. An institution should be able to demonstrate that a
reasonable probability exists that credits earned in its off-
campus graduate courses will be accepted for transfer cred-

. it by the home campuses of CGS member institutions

— . which are accredited to offer comparable programs~and

which make a practicé of accepting transfer credits * If

credits earned in such,an off-campys course or program are

not acceptable for credlt in a comparable graduate dégree

program on thé home campus, this would constitute prima

- facie evidence of the unqcceptable quahty of the off- -cam-
. pus course or program.

10, Credits earned in of- campus programs and entered *
in the records of the home campus should be identified by
site where the work was done Such credits transferred to

. other institutions should similarly be identified by source »
and by site.

i , 11. All graduate degree programs of an institution,
T e ' ‘ whether offered off campus or on tke home campus,
should be accountable to and monitored by the graduate

. organization of the home campus, i.e., the graduate coup-,

< cil, and/or the graduate faculty, and the graduate admints-

L . tratiye officers. ) .

‘Infitutions vary signifiqantly in therr willingness to ac?
- cept graduate tgansfer dit ranging from none or
mighly restrictive to relatively hberal depending on in-

« dividual circumstances -
-

(€] ' . . .

ERIC . , . «

R
PAFullToxt Provided by ERIC




