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. . According to ome soclological model, newé is a
Froduct of socially-deteramined notigns of -who and yhat is jisportant '
and the organizatidonal structures tRat result for routinizing news
collection; events that deviate from these notions are ignored. This
report describes a 'study c¢f crime news coverage 'in the media that
used this model to ex@mine the following: the! determinants of
nevsaaking, frequency of gresentation, prcainence of placement, and
source c¢f nevs flow. The data for this study case froam a year-long
content analysis of six daily newspapers, one weekly paper, and
nightly newscasts on three national and two local television
stations. Thé analysis reveals that individual crime receives. three
to four times as much attention as other issues in all of the news
sources considered. The study then evaliated the vast amount of crime
news coverage according to three norms: the hierarchy cf sccial
significance, the hierarchy of audience preference, and the mirror of
society concept. Nine data tables and extensive nctes accompany the
report. (MAI) , : T
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N . CRIME NEWS COVERAGE IN PERSDECTIVE*

r“\

L . . The Reésearch Questions ) - ', )

{Social scientists, as well as citizens in general, -have

: o . . d '
-complained a good deal in recent years about coverage of crime

’

JEE ST ) ) .
news. Crime news, it is claimed, is too plentifyl in the press and

..‘ut on television 1 This 1s bad for society because it leads to exaggerated
. . . N
5 ’.\ fear of crime and rising crime rates. There are also complainte that
'%‘;Z§ZZ§§ive e#phasis on crime news debasesgthe.news process because

crime displace§ other, more<desirabletnews‘cdntent, Important politicgal

news may be slighted because media routinely allot a large slice of

age to crime and the judicial process. Another major complaint
is that crime news is distorted. It creates the'impression that the

most violent forms of street crimes are the most prevalent. It
- A , N :

also makes white coilar crime appear fnéignificantuin numbers
s . 2 ) “ . -
and consequences. - ‘ N - )
. \ ' .
-Underlying all .these charges is the much debated questién of
wnat is, or ought to be, ''news'" and how news profeséidnals do, or

ought to, go aboutrselecting the: proper mix of a yariety of news

items for each paper or broadcast‘br for series of papexs and

+

) )
broadcastsf The researcé .reported here is addressed to this larger

~

queStion as well as the specgfic indictments of crime news ‘ "
coverage. To keep the report w1thin reasonable limits, only,one
news-making model will be examined as a possible explanation of .
.crime news coverage. This is the sociological model of news that

"o

is described and used in several recent analyses of.newsmaking, P

such as Bernard Roshco's Newsmaking, Leon Sigal's Reporters

and Officials, and Edward Jay Epstein's News from Nowhere.o

.
T ’
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According toqfh;s model, pews is a product of socially de-
A C . o ! S g
termined notions of who and’ what is important, These notions, in
‘ K . P . ‘
tu%n, lead to organizational structures which routinize news. col-

lection by es;ablishiné regulaf "beats.' News from rhese beats is
. - - . ) { . '
allotted sﬁaee and air &ime according to fairly regular patterns.

Consequently, there is a steady .stream of news of varying degrees

importance from these beats. Events occurring remote from these
X | - ¢ s

beats, by contrast, are often ignored, except when they are sen-

. ’ ’ )

»

. ' 7 - * .
sational in nature or when a reporter's whim Has suddenly cast

them into the 11me11ght of attentlon as a ”feature” or spe01al

L) 3
N

1nvest1gat1ve report. r’ > L
If thlS soc1ologlcal.model is a correct representab}nn of the

prbcess of newsnéking, it should produce a number of dlstlnctlve
/

coverage patterns. There should be » : . y

(l)’substantial‘similarity in the types-of ''news'" covered by
- N . * ’ . )

most metlia within the same society. because most are‘subject to

the same social pressures. T - - %

N

(2) Similarity sheuld be greatest among news sources of the-

Same general type, sn/h as daily or weekly .papers ., or local or

ndtional television news, because the samé technical anhd audience
“~ " . ~ -

demands and, 1ntra-medya competltlve pressures shape'therr resgenses

/

to soanneressures One would also eXpect L.~ ot

3
(3)>a hlgh degree of gtability in the component~parts of the

v

news ‘stream because of intra- organizatlbnal pressures to use a

fixed portion qf the news which comes from regdlar beats Tbas

” )

' news flow represents;substanti financidl invesw®ments which’can-

not. be discarded ;igptl& b& the news organization. It+also Xep-




*,

resents large 1nvestménts in personnel resources which rsquire

the recognltlon cf effort wh1ch comes from see1ng one"s' storles

-headline s1ze, page or broadcast placement

’

. Street crime, particularly the more violent and bizarre incidenzs,

. regular V N

'selected néwspapers and newscasfs in 1976. This information will be

-

)

pub11shed in one's newspaper o . broadcast medium. L »

«. (4) Along with the uniformity in news topics one may anticfp::é.ﬁfm
cons1derab1e.d1versity 1n news play, such’ as length of storleSs
]

and theillke Th1s

d1verslty in promlnence criteria wouldureilect ind1v1dua1 differences
- )

in newsten's preferences for storles and in their appra1sals of the

-

~needs and des1res ©vf their garticular audiences. Jou alistic 'Goh-

<
ventions sanction such differencés in d{spfay as way of diversi-

.

fying the appearance and thrust of an essehtially'homogeneous'pro-

Y

duct.

(5) Finally, when it comes to crime news, ihe'structure of the

beat system would ‘seem to pre-ordain substantially more coverage of

/ .
than coverage of more routine crime occurrences, %ncluding white
collar crime. Police headquarters, .which djspenses street crime
k4 3
fews information, often in the -form of neﬁs regleases, s;ress the

mQre sepsational crime incidents. By contrast, news abaut white col-

lar crime is not regularly supplied through the pollce or any othexr

! N

. l/'

'To agswer the larger ques%;ons about the’ determlnants .0f news-
4\"

I yill'flrst of all examlne the frequency of .presentation

making, as well as the more speclfic quest10n§>nbout coverage of

crime, news,

of various news topics and the prominence of their placement in

I
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evaluated in light 6}_varioué extant standafds of allotment of

news'sbace. Next;, I'will examine news flow data to determine
/“ . .\ . " ‘
whether c¢rime news output is, indeed, inflexible. To do this, I will ° L
‘<. . - . . ~ ' i
look at news output at semi-monthly - intervals. Sincé 1976 was’ an

‘election yéar, the supply of political news peaked\gt’various periods

&(\ throughout the year. In'general, newshele‘did not expand to accom-

" modate the extra news: By .examining the ,news areas where reductions
e ! .

occurred during these peak periods, one can determine the elasticity

- of various types of news flow streams. Finally, I will‘hriefly'!
. ! . .,
examine cr1me news coverage per se to determlne whether there is,

. -

1ndeed ‘a dlstortlon of reality whlch may be explalned by soc1olog1- L.
cal faétors. Spec1flcally, I will look at the incidence of murders,

compared to other’ v1olent crimes, and the relatlon of white collar’ ,

4

to street crime coverage. I will also compare newspaper crime coverage-

to police Ctrime_ reports. o .

L]

The Data Base. . - -

.

The data for this  study come from a year-long content. analysis

of six daily newspapers, one weeﬁuy paper, and nightly newscasts on

by ]
three natlonal and two local télev151on stations. .2 The . dgily papers

A)

uQEd for the study were the Chicago Tribune,-!.e Chlcago Dally News, <

[y

the Chlcago Sun Times, the Indxanapolls News the Indlanapolis Star,
s otar

and the Lebanon Valley News. The Chicago Tribuge and the Lebanon

Valléi‘News were content- analyzed on a- daily basis for 51x days per ,

. . 0 6
week * %% reflect the full 1nformat10n supply as closely as ‘po 51ble .

n

FOT the Indlana papers every fourth day was coded including Sundays. .

N

o The Da sly News and Sun Times were used prlmarily as comparlsons for
S \ \ s
i ) ' v - ’ tw ~
- e “ - Py
’ N \_ ) A N
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'f}" Tribune conerage. Themefore -only one constructed week was contentr
A ’ . ¢ :
" analyzed for ‘each paper.

* » ™ The content analyses recorded. various aspeéts of '‘story prom-

inence and format as weil as up to three main topics for each story.
. ‘ .

!

The pumber of topics reported therefote exceeds the number of sto‘iee

Slnce most news stories Qover more than one top1c, trlple topic ‘coding -
<
e g1ves a better picture of coverage rea11t1es than -single topic coding.

- ~

Table 1 111ustrates the significant differences which result from these
, 0
approaches. ~ - )

*
- *

Table 1 Distriblition of Selected Neg;;;oplcs in the Tribune, Based
' on Coding of One Topic Pe&r Story and Three Topics Per Story.

¢ (1n‘percentages; N = 7123 for first topics, 12,144 for three
“ + topics.) * ' y A
_ } CRIME, TOPICS ’ NON-CRIME TOPICS
o Single Triple Single Triple
Individual Crimes 11.8% -16.5% Education 6.2% 7.3%
Judiciary 20.3 15.5 » COongress 8.9 6.9
Police/Security 12:9 12.7 Disast./Accid. 7.8 5.9
Political Terrorism 1.4 5.2 City Govt. 6.7 5.2
. Corrupt Politics 1.9 4.0 ‘* Middle East .7.0 4.9
. Drug Crimes 0.7 1.8 State Govt. 6.8 4,8
Business Crimes 1.1 1.7 Polit. Gossip 5.1 4.4
) Gun ‘Control 0.3 0.5 Energy Policy 1.1 2.7
: 50.4 57.9 49.6 42.1

4

’
- ~

-

*Single-topic coding yielded 3592 crime topiecs and 3531 non-crime
topics in this topic’array. Triple coding yielded 7025 crime topics
and 5119 non-crime topics. |

v - I

4

~’
-

L '7. —

Looking at 161news\tppics-- eight deaiing with crime subjects and
eight with etber top'ce’Which match the frequencieSQOf the crime
g:oup.-- we find that\tne ehare of coverage repe}tad.for eleven
topics changes ny mPre than one percentage point. The greatest

changes occur.in crime topic coverage, with'individual crime and
. - -
. \ ,




' ' - C s o - 6

' ¢ : b

terrorlsm increasing- by S apd 4 percentage points respectlvely, and

stor1es about the judiciary decllnlng by. 4 percentage points when

’”

: (
-tr1p1e coding is used. Overall, the’ table.lndlcates that -the share
of cr1me topics rises by‘almost 8 percentage points, compi‘fd to the

non-crime topics in thls tOplc group‘when one moves froh single to

a

“triple-coding. ' - ‘ .

In addition to the general analysis, crime.stories in the

IS

Chlcago Tribune were subJected to intensive analysis. They were

Ll

coded on such features as the nature of the crimes that were
covered, discussion of causes and motivations of crime, detarls

revealed about particular crimes and apprehension, prosecutiog,
‘ . .

conviction, and penalties. The content of stories dealing primarity

with the police, the courts, and the correctlonal system was in- -
3
cluded in thls 1nten51ve analysis. The purpose of the orime story
N i ' :

content analysis was to provide a detailed picture qf the images of
" : :

-

4 % J ,
crime depicted in the paper. A sample of crime stories from the

- Chicago Daily News and the Chicago Sin Times was also scrutinized
to determine_how much variability there was in the treatment of )

crime storiés by papers pﬁblished in the same locality. - Adgitionally,
. ,;\.

crime stories ‘in a weekly local paper the Evanston Review, were also &

coded, though in a much more llmrfEd fashion. . T

a The content analysis of print media was compleménted bxmf‘ -
analyses of hightly,early evenihg newscasts of the three nationai B
television networks and nightly local newscasts in the‘Chicago

area. Procedures were similar to those uﬁed for print media, but

with adaptations requiréd by the differeht‘medihmg Since coding of
‘ .
7 - .




» . v : Sk ‘
the Indianapolis and LeBanon papers 1§ not compete at this point
. - ) ) | S 4 * A\ 4
in time, only data'frém the Chicago néwspaﬁe*s and’ the five'teIé-i

4
. vision networks will be discussed. ThlS W111 present \2 balanced

picture of th newsfare avallabLe in one major Amerlcan city. Judglng//

from the faot that other studies have documented the 51m11ar1ty of
€

news offerlngs in maJor metropolltan centers there is no ;easo? to

»

believe that the Chicago news scene is atyplcal sgﬁpared.to other
large American cities. |, . A o - S
‘h - - N

. . . -~ ]
- w Crime and Justice Media Coverage . .. /.

Frequency of Crime Stories

To answer our first question, about the prevalencerof Crime

and Justice. stor1es relatlve to other dewg, we coded 19, 068 stor1es

from' the Trlbune, 335 from the Sun Times, and»282 from the Daily News. \\'
o B

L

nationals network news, we - coded 4763 storles from ABC 4879 stor1es
i e

from CBS and 4561 stor1es from NBC From local newscasts, we coded

,,From

~

4592 CBS and 7371 NBC stories. 10 ¢ With up to three_topics coged\per
story, this yielded 33,200 topics for the'Tribune, 581 for the Sun
Times, and 506 for the Daily Wews. Figures for the national networks
were 7962 for ABC, 819§;for CBS, and 7667 for-NBC news. For the lacal . '{

newschsts, the figures were 7597 for CBS and 12,274 for NBC

s

In Table 2 the}data on topical coverage_have been arranged 1nto

-

four general g;ouplngs ;§thln these grouplngs, 67 separate sub-

-

7 tbplcs coded originally have dbeen condensed into 26 sub-topics. Table

. . ..,

2 reveals a #Wriking Similarity among all news sources in the pro-

-~

portion of news devoted to various tMpical areas, particularly when -
we look at-the newspapers as a group and local and national tele-

vision as two separate groups. This pattern meeés the expectations .

-
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. Table 2 Frequency~of Mention of Various Topics in the Tribune, ‘Sun T;@es, Daily News, ‘CBS
. . and NBC Local News, ABC, CBS, NBC National News. (N= 33,200 for the Tribune, 58]

. for the Sun Times, 506 for the Daily Newsj; 7597 for CBS local, 12,274 .for NBC .
- local,’ 7962 for ABC, 8193 for CBS, and 7667 for NBC news. F1gures im %.)*_ :

L4 * 1

) . . : .
. . N PR ..

- b * Tribune Sun Times Daily N. = CBS loc. NHC lec.. ABC nat. CBS nat. NBC nat.’
Crime & Justice ' \ T e ’ i . .
Police/Security 4,64 7.22 7.70 | 3.34 3.14 | 1.48 L.57 1.47
Judiciary . - 5.66_ 4.99 3.95 : 4.58 4.73 : 3.60 ¢ 3.41 . 3.66
Corrupt./Terrorism 3.97 a.67 5.53 1 "4.02 N 3.30 t 3.10 ' 3.31 - 3.11
Individual Crime 7.50 10.15 ._9.48 | _7.76 - 8.51 ! 4.06 + _4.01 . ' 4.6%

4 T, 21.77 28.03 *26.66 : 19.70 - 19,68 - ': 12.24 12.30 12.88
Government /Politics . ‘ i : v N . :
_Presidency 2.65° 0.87 +3.77 P 2.31 1.85 | 4.50 " 4.21 4.16
Congress » 2,53 4.13 2.96 I 1.68 1.16 ! 3.73 4.43 4.08
Bureaucracy ' 1.90 1.89 1.58 1 1.93 1.99. 1 4.89 4.54 4.42
Foreign affairs 9.84 9.81 1o.§7 | 4.60 5.23° - |'16.45 17.11 ' . 14.89
Domestic policy 12.60 13.08 " 13.83 : 5.60 4.50 ': 6.58 7.60 7.44
Elections T 7.99 9.98 11.46 I 6.81.  6.19 1 15.69 15.20 \ 1516
, State government 1.76 1.37 8.79 1. 2.76 "2.16 | 0.59 0.85 © 0.84
City government 1.91 0.34 1.18 : 4.26 3.21 : 0.70 0.50 -~ 0.54
Miscellaneous ,, 0.60 0.68 0.00 I~ .85 1.01 1 0.69 0.59 - 0.43
41.38 41.47 43.84 | 30.80 - 27.30 ~ | ,53.82 55.03 51.96
_ Ecogg/ Social Issues _ : o) : . S R ,
. -State of economy 2.42 [ 2.06 - 2.37 1 1.11- .98 171,72 1.69 - 1.91
. Business/labor 5.87 6.36 4,94 | 6.64 10.23 | 7.77. * 6.84 6.84
Minerities/Women 2.67 2.92 © 3.75 : 2,09 2.00 : 2.70 - 2.88 2.39
Envirdhmt. /traaspt. 3.24 4313 . 1.77 ¢« 1+ 9.13 - 9.14 I 3.50 3.99 3.99
Disasger/acqident‘ 2.16 1.89 2.37 | 3:76 5/00 | 3.15 2.83 3.32,
Health/Medicine 2.45 2.40 1.58 : 3.35. : : 2.08 3.75 3.19
Educ. /medla/relig ‘4.40 2.23 2.76 1 3.97° 3 95 1 2.81 2.95 2.45
“  Leadership style 1.16 1.54 1.38 15 Y15 ) .76 -, 0.70 0.57
Miscellaneous - 1.69 ' .68 .59 - r 1.27 1.23 } 1.83 * 1.36 ° 1.53
) . 26.03 23.53 21.561 1 31.47 37.32 1 26.32 25.99 , 26.19
' Human Interest/Hobbies*¥ * ~ : N ' ' " N
i Gen. human interest 2.90 [ 1.89 3.35 I 6.02 6.81 » ! 1.83 1.81 2.34
Celebrities . 3.56 1.37 1.97 1 2.17% 2.14 t "1.38 1.51 1.66
_Political gossip—~ 1.60 .51 .1.18 | 1.35 1.35 | 1.40 . 1.13 - 1.39
) Sports/enteytainmt' '2.58 1.72 1.38 | _8.34 5.27 1 .2.91 2.11 3.44
. 10.64 5.49° 7.88 ! 17.88 15.57 I 7.52 6.56 8.83
———m— - f_—-_—__-_____-—-__4_____-_______-__T___--__-—______-__—-_;;_7 _______ Se e emm—m oo —eo— o e o= ———
“ ' 'Sun Times and Daily News data are based on sample coding of one constructed week for
each paper. NBC local news is based on full hour broadcast, others on half hour. Nat-
ional news data are based on nine months of codi&g, April- December, 1976. ..
.= J %% When stqQries of this type appeared in special sections (e. g. People, Leisure, Food, etc.)
]ERJ(j they were net_coded individually. Rather,_the entire section was. counted as one story

is depresses the Human Interest/Hobbies®story count. .

’

i‘a if
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fIOW1ng f)om the 8001ologlcal model Tha pattern~extends to most.

»

o B .
sub tqpics«as Well’as ‘the Sub-toplc grouplngs iand is part¥cularly- .
» 3 d

. <« .

S &,

Coe pronounded w}thln the telev1s1on grpups - I
. A" “ " '.. L R ’ " B
b ) 6y {f wéfround,pff perceptage flgur::/?éd allow a leeway of one

—

v ~\-_. m iV .

percentage p01nt the _three’ natlonal tworks have‘identicalrfre-
- * s

quencles-of coverage qu 25 of the 26 Sub top1cs Only.foreign.affairs

la

coverage is out of 11ne~W1§h a two percentage p01nt differential. For

4

. ) ,
the 1local networks only 3 of th€ 26 sub toplcs d1verge namelf

bu91ness and labor subjects (3 p01nts) health'-and med101ne (2\points5,

and sports and entertalnment (3 points). .This 1eaves 23 sub toplcs

*

‘ w1th near"ldmtlcal fz_;equency of coverage The Sun Tifes ‘and “

" Daily News, like the nagtiomal networks have~§hmr1ar coverage for
—_ . '

25 of the 26 sub-topics’ Only nvironment and transpor§ tlon 1s,9uf’\\
' ‘ W

of line with a two percEntage p01nt d1screpancy leferendes in
'coverage paIternS°bet&een'the Tr1bune and the other papers are

somewhat la¥gér, but this may be due to the fact that"he Sun Times’

.

and Daily ﬁews were coded for one constructed week only, compared to
< .52 weeks of’ oding for the Trlbune. The Sun Tlmes-and Tribune
drffered beydnd the 1 percentage p01n§\range in 8 1nstances, the

4 i - /
Dallz New and.Tribuhe differed in 6 1nstances © e -t -

N -~

Looklng at the relative frequency of mentlon of indiv4Adual -

3 a

topic areas, wé find that crime and Justice toplcs averaged 25%°
- of aIl offe’;ngs in the newspapers, 20% of all offerings on localy -

television, and-13% of all offerlngs on national teLev151on The

. .
- correspoedlng ffgures for Ind1v3dua1 Crime are 9% for newspapeyxs,

~

8% for local television, and 4% for national telévision. .In the *

-

12
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Trlbung a comparatively‘prolific sourci of crime -stories, the
. Yo dbverage of individual crimes Just about matched electlon coverage
Ind1V1dual Crlme coverage was topped by pnly two cher toplc areis . ” *
o ’3_ These were ®mwtreign Affalrs whlch includes U.S. fdrelgn policy and '
events throughout the entire world, and Domestic:Poiicy, a category a’
‘ that lumps together the hulk of publlc pollcy Individual'Crime

recelved neafly three t;mes al 'tention as the Presidency or,

the Congress or the Staté/of conojpy , which 1ncludes unemploy-

ment and 1nf1atlon- It received neLrly four t1mes as, much coverage

as State Government or C1ty Government R

J ) For nat10na1 telev151pn, thQh had.the smallest component of ... -
Indlvidual Crlme news, it, was on a par with the’ PreSLdency and

e

Congress. It was more than tw1ce as plentlful as’ews about the
o State of the Econom ,It was- outranked by news about Fodrelgn Ahffaigr
¥ "ﬂand news about Electldps by a ratlo of 1 to 4 , and by news about
E \Bus1ness and Labor and about Dg?estlc Policy by a ratio of 1 to 2.
‘ On the focal teiev;31on scene, individual crime news ranked on a
\par w1!h news about Business and Labor It was outranked only by

3
news about the Env1ronment and Transportatlon, which includes weather,

a

~_" 'freports.,It received double the coverage.bestowed on -City gavern- - -

‘ & . - ' s ot . .t -

ment and triple the coverage for Staté Goveynment. : o
. ‘ . N ~ : v

-

Given these facts, can one say that the ceverage of crime newS$ L%
""was and is disproﬁortionately large? This s a difficult question

" " which canpot be answered without quallficatlons whlch set forth thee

norms underlying the judgment. These norms -fall into th/?e pr1n01pa1
: . . . oy .

categories.  [The first‘ba es judgments.on a hierarc
L 8 ’ - & B

significance. If ome believes that matters ather t

Lo be L
1

-
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example the Presidenc#, the State of “the Economy, and Environmental

questions -- are.socially more significant, and that relative secial

<.

significance and the corresponding social needs of the audience

should determine relative space ‘allocations, ‘then crime coverage ’
k s .
is too high.

"

One can also judge according -to a hierarchy of audience pref-
erences. Audiences, it is arghed, are little concerned with the

*social apd civic significance %f new32~;§ey want news whlch is time-
. ., M B B \U
ly, occurring comparatively close to home, confchtual or humanly

touching,wand which has a readily discernible immediate 1mpact on

-

the reader's or viewer's life. Crlme news ranks highly in all these
aspects. Judged by audience preference criteria, which are w1de1y
v e

sanctioned and applied by the journalistic profess;on, crime news

o is not excessive.

~_._ <The third judgmental categdry might be called the modified

iy

mirror of soc1et%:concept Accordlng to this cencept, news should

—

N mirror society SO that events wg;ph are selected~for coverage are

placed into a iealistical;y balanced context. Social neys about S .,

- -~
1 4

whlte c;tlzens should, accordingly, be’éz;ched by social news about ///

///,‘ black,citlzens, news about“%FS. misdeeds abroad should be matched
by correspondlng news about misdeehs by other great powers; violent
crimes should be depicted in proportion to their frequency in the:
total crime context, including non-violent crime.'Judged by these

, a
criteria,.the news about violent crime, 'as Tables 6 through 9

b
&

show, is quite excéssive.

-

» -

Prominence Criteria

Amount of attention which news ¥tories réceive is affected

. i 4
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not only by frequéncy of mention, but also by the!promineqce given
1o . . . ) .

12

’

» . . i v . .
to them within a news offering, such as one.newspaper issue, or one

>

12 . :
news broadcast. To assess this goverage dimension, I examined
. . .
relative placement of Crime and Justice stories within papers and .

newscasts, aloﬂg with story length, headline size, and other attention- .
arousing features. The findings for the Tribune and NBC loqal tele-

vision are presented in Table 3. The table is based on the eight‘
‘ ) .

crime and eight non-crime topicé listed in Table 1 grouped into two

categories: Crime Sfories and Non-Crime é&ories. It represents
» s ~
better than one-third of all stories published by each of the

news sdurces. ..
. . ‘

Table 3: Cogbarative Prominence of Crime and Selected "Non-Crime Sfories
-N= 3592 .crime and 3531 non-crime press stories and 1262 crime °*
and 1283 noenm=crime NBC local TV news stories. Percent of stories

which share most prominent and least prominent positions. N
' Crime Stories Non-Crime Stories’
Y - Press T.V. Press T.V.
Section most prominent 60.3% 62.3% A
b least prominent 19.0 16.4
Page, » most prominent 18.4 16.3
c ‘léast prominent 37.5 . 34.1
Headline most prominent 4.8 40.8 4.8 . 36.6 v
. q least prominent 57.6 59.2» 57.5 . 43.6
Pictures presence : 18.9. 6.0 28.1, . 29.2
abgence 81.1 0.0 71.9 20.3
Story Length most prom. 4.6 21.8 5.9 18.0.
‘least prominent 25.5 57.9. _26.0 60.8

x

b most prominent = sect. 1, least prpminent = sects. 3-15 . :‘}

most prominent = p.l; leéast prominent = p. 6 ff. .

€ For press, ma;ﬁrprominent = 7 or more col. inches, Height X 'Length; .
least prominent = 2 or less col. inches, Height X Length.

For T.V., most prominent = presence of verbal or written headline;
yleasg prominent equals absence of headline.

For®ress, presence \means any size picture, absence = no picture.

For T.Y., presence means uge of graphics or film for 75% or more
stories in individual crime and non-crime subcategories. Absé€nce
means graphlcs or film used for 50% or less of subcategory stories.

€ For ress most prominent = §9 col. inches or more; least prominent

d

equa S col inches or less

For T V., most prominent = mdre than 120 econds; ast p;ominent
= lgss than Q0 seconds. . ) .,
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Table 3 1ndicates .that crime stories weére’ displayed slightly
a

._less ﬁrominently than other stories. But the differeqce Was slight

and a0t even consistent for all prqminence features For all practical_

£l

purposes the,two types of topics received sim11ar coverage We ‘can

therefore conclude that crime-related subjects received above avgrage
\h

;amounts of coverage, compared-to'most other topics, but did not

' regeive yreference in display. This'holds true for all the media
A

-

“which _we examined. Whateveé;clalms ‘are made regarding excessive

gttention'mpst thereﬁore rest solely on frequencg of mention, and

/.‘ L3
not on greater prominence in display. One can also say for the news
° 3

sources examined here, that news professionals did not use their

* ~ 1
freedomL;P determine prominence criteria to downplay stories about
crime and the criminal justice process. They ‘chose a middle course,

/
instead.

a

Toitest whether individual media -varied in the prominente of dis-

g

play accorded to various topics, as the sociological model suggestss

we compared our ‘news sources wiEh.respect to page and section place-

ment Qf various tapics, length of story, headline size, amd picture

. a ’
allotment. Table 4 pregents the data, using’?:ggth of story as surro-

-

gate for all prominence criteria, and focussing on the, proportion

of storids in each sub-topic¢ .area which releived prominent treatment.

»

This permits us to compare treatment of "Lm?ortant" stories, considered

significant enough to merit the most extemsive tvpe of coverage. TPhe

_//u

table confirms our hypothesis. Prominence(’riteria are, indeed, qpite‘
diverse w1thin and among news, source groupings. Foy example, the
networks, which had ghown such close correspondenge in topic‘distri-

- LN : . . {
butign in national newscasts, show wide divergence”in air time °

. ,
.
" » = .
. .
. - ; / 4
- ) . N .

-t L 16,

-4y
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'Table 4 Comparative Length of Crime and Selected(Non-Crime Storiés in Eight News
- Sources.- (N = 7123 for Tribune, 238 for Sun Times, 204 for Daily News, .
1601 for CBS 1local ngws, 2545 for NBC local news , and, for network news, '

1668 for ABC, 1773 for CBS, 1594 for NBC) * X 4
: ' o

. ,Tribune Sun Times  Daijly N. CBS loc. NBC loc. . ABC nat. CBS nat. NBC nat.

Crime Stories

4

-

s | <. | .

Individual. Crimes 3.0% 44. 4% 7.7% | 5.6% +18.1% | 2.8%. 1.5% 4.2%.
Judiciary 4.7 15.4 11.8 I 4.6 (1206 1 1.2 1.9 4.0
Police/Security 5.8 17.2 - 15.4 1 11.6 v30.2 7y 4.5 5.9 0.0
Polit. Terrorism 9.6 —— kX —---xx | 14.5 9.0 | 0.0 6.0 3.3
Corrupt Politics 2.2 . 0.0%* ~0.0%*x | 8.0 15.9 1 < 0.0 0.0 4.7
Drug Crimes 5.9 0.0%% —--%% | 18.8 $7.3 .1 - 0.0 0.0 16.7
Business Crimes 6.0 50.0%* -—-%% | 26.2 41.9 |~ 8.3 4.2 0.0
Gun Control 0.0 ——— k% ---%x 1 0.0 ,20.0 ! ——— 0.0%* 0.0 "'
Non-Crime Stories S ‘ ER VN . < . )

_Education - 4.8 0.0%* 0.0 | 6.1 33.6 | 2.2 . 4.1 15.6
Cqngress 5.6 0.0 14.2 ! 0.0 2.6 1 . 3.5 3.5 2.6 -
Disast./Accid. 4.3 20.0 8.8 .1 3.8 10.8 | .1.3 2.9 4.3 )
City Govt.. 6.9 0.0%* . 0.0 I 17.8 36.5. | 0.0 16.7 7.5°
Middle East 5.8 10.0 0.0 I 0.0 4.2." 1. 1.6 1.9 2.1

. . State Govte__ 4.5 0.0 ~ 50.0 ‘1 8.7 25.6 | 3.4 7.6 0.Q |
Polit. Gossip 11.3 0.0%* 100.0** | 11.3 1.7 3.7 0.0 3+7
. Energy Poljcy - 6.3 0.0%* —--%x | 8.4 26.3 | " 11.5 . 10,2 15.9 ,
- . . | ~ - i
! |

* The figures indicate the percentage of stories in each topical area rwhich received most prOminent
treatment. For newspapers, most prominent equals more than 20 column inches. For television, most
prominent equals more than 120 seconds of air time. .

** Dashes mean that no stories were recorded in the- sub-topic’ area Flgures*based on N s wh1ch are *
too small to be meaningful also are abuble starred.

~
7

- - .
- 1 - - . - ’
N . . . . N . - .
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allotted to 81m11ar topics Only Congress and Middlez;ast stories ‘

»
received very simllar top coverage On 10 of the 16 topics included

v

Vo ’ . - *
) . -
.

L. f On .log¢al t;,%vis1qn news casts only Middle East story treat-
]

- o [y . .
« in the table-‘ cOVfrage d1fferences werb substantial (3 to 17 per- A

- centage .point

4

* ment* ﬂns s1milar 1n alr ;nme exposure For all other topics stations

varied cons1derablx 1n top coveragej(B to 19 percsntage p01nts) Com-
/;‘ parisons hetween and among the new;papers are: toq unreliable for the
_ limited dumber of tophcs 1npluded in the table ,HoWever a comparison
o of all/topics for the three papers shows trends.toward\divefs1ty '

A}

. 1nrneWS piaf qulte 1n lrne w1tp thoSe displayed by the telev151on

<> ¥
- B 13 , . , -,“ I .
Co \netWOrks . N AR
- - v/ .o, " R . ‘ . N v
! T ' . ‘, N ot B N
.‘ \4 ‘ .. .. . s, N g, i K

,;;2;1 Fluetuatlons ‘in' NeWs Coverage TrQnds tIs There a Gresham s:Law9'

‘ If the socmological modellpi newsmaking is valid, thenxone'

would expect a high degree qf regularlty in the component parts of
. e
- the news st:eam Table 5 yndicates that this is, indeed, the case.

When We ekamined seml-monthly fluctuatlons “we found great sta-

\t-_ l"" ‘: B‘- N .‘ - ‘

bllity in the percentage of total news devoted to Crlme and Just1ce-

newsrxnews about GoVernment abd Politics ne,s about Economic and

i) . 4

~Soc1al I$squ' and Human In{erest and’ bebies news, ’Table 5 pre-
. 4

. "¢sents-the/means, the standard dev1ations and coefficients of

< L var1ation Itvshows very. narrow dispersions arqpnd the mean in the
. . A )
qmaforﬁiisof 1nstances The proportlon of" nd&s devotéd to Economic and

A

Social syes was most constant of all followed by news about.Govern-

ment andlbolitics The ‘shares-allotted to. Crlme and Justice news /
‘\’ {\ r . ' . -
and to' Human lnterest and Hobbies news were most flexible.

. Al .
. . £
-~ < ; S

v
’ Y
.
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Table 5 Semi-Monthly Fluctuation§¥%g News’ Covergg‘rfiends Means ,-
Standard Deviations, -CoeffIrients, of Variation.” (N= L9, 068 °
"Tribune stories, 4592 CBS local news stories, 7371 NBC local
news OTlGSy 4763 .ABC nationalsnewsﬁ;&ories, ‘4879 CBS -
national news stor1es and 4561 NBC fational news stories.)
Topics - - Mean S.D. Var. Mean S.D. Var.
‘ Tribune ‘ ABC National -
Crime & Justice . 18.88% 1.96 0.10 8.00 349 0.42
Government/Politics 48.50 3.81 .08 . 63.33, 6.71 0.11
Econ./Social Issues 19.08 3.27 0.17 +20.78° 3.97 , 0.19
Human Int, /Hobbies 13.58, 2.43 0.:18 6.83 3.35 0.49°
CBS Local | o . CBS National ‘.
Crime & Justice . . 18.75 3.91 0.21 9.44 2.98 . 0.32
Govermment /Politics , 29.92 5.40Cs, 0.18 64.78\ 6.61 0:10
Econ./Social Issues/ 31.25 -5.06  0.16 19.94 4.12 0.21
~ Human Int./HobbieS‘ 20.00 -3.42 0.12 6.06 2.88 . 0.48
* NBC Local ‘% - NBC National P
Crime & Justice 9.71 4.22 0.21 9.83 . 2.41 0,25
Government/Pol tics 6.33 4.09 0.16 '60.72 ©7.54 dﬁlz :
Econ. /Social I$sues 37.75 3.91 0.10 21.39 4.78 0.22
Human Int. /Hobbies - 16.00 2.47 0.15 8.39- 3.52 0.42

. TN

?
1t

]
§

rd

-

~

"' or exceeded two standard

" sues had 5 and 4 maJor deviations

' fluctuations (16 out of 22) represented upwa{d

iy

!

.Semi—monthly scores |

deviations.

~

( A

N\

Out of a total of. 576 semi-

, X
tor each topic group oﬁly rarely reachea.

x

 and CBS national news had 3'each

monthly scores for t \4fgroups, oply’ 22 (3 8“) amounted to two or -

more standard dev}a 1ons The Trib ne had most, w1th six deviant

t

sgPres, followed by S local and NBC national news with 4 each. ABC

” -~ .

and NBC local news 2. Topically,

Crime and Justice gnd Human Interest/
<,

there was little difference

Hobbies news had 6 instances each of coverage d}viating w1dely from .

Government and Politics news and Economic dnd Social Is—

*

the mean.

respectively The bulk of the -

rather than dOanard

deviations, demonstrating that it is easier to increase regular
. . . x i ¢ . :
allotments of ﬁ;acé and time than.to cut them. o
. » ? . ; ’ ‘ , -1 . X ' ‘ 'f‘n
Wb ' . . ) a L ' i
{ . 20 ',/ *
s \,‘ s |, * ' ) L . .’:‘
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DoesXZhe high degree of regularity in the component parts of

“the news stream mean that the news mix is 1mperViousﬂto demands for

>

time and. space which may‘arlse from political and soc1o/econom1c

cr1ses° More specifically, does Crime and.Justice news contract

s

'as political neWsJexpands? To answer this question, we plotted semi-
rd N . F ] .

monthly fluctuations in news about Politics and news about the Justice’

Sbstem in the Trrﬁﬁﬁb Figﬁre b presents ‘the 1nformation While the
/ [
/ fluctuations in news Tlow are narrow Figure.1l does show that peaks

» »

in Political news are usually matched by valleys in"Crime and Justice

. ,
news and vice versa. This mirror image is slightly more pronounced

—

in the match between these two topic areas than in matches betweeén,
t .
other topic areas. Hencevtgeré.xs some evidence in support of the -

¥4
conclus1on that Justlcexsystem news does , indeed, contract to make

way for soc1a11y,more s1gn1f1cant news. Gresham's law.is not,an

A

iron. one. T . ,
5 . V) ' .
f . However, the data can be interpreted differently. Justice System
. *) -
news may be the dog that wags the political news tail, rather than the

-—

.

. reverse. To check for this possibility, %e examined the semi-monthly
. . A .
_variations .of Election news and news about Individual Crime. Election

news had well-deined ekpansion points in 1976. It was bound to rise
~at times of primary elections;'politicai conventions, the presidential
) ) debates,‘and d?%ing'tne tinai eiection week. The supply of news
about—individual crimes was apt td bhe q Fte stable throughout the
year. Hence a pattern which showed™e ect%dn news expanding at the )
high points of the election conteg;wI

would indicate that crime neys was the dependent variable.

and crime news contraeting, .

<

-

4

%=
-
N
.
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Fig. 1 Semi-Monthly Fluctuations.in News About !'Politics,'" the '"Justide System,"
- "Crimey'" and "Elections" in the Tribune. N= 9207 for '"Politics'" stories,

3511 for "Justice System' .stories, 2205 -for "Elections'" stories, 909 for

"Crime'" Stories .
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Figu}e 1 shows that Election news was allowed to peak at the

. ’. —

crucial times, and that its bulges were reflected in bulges in
the ﬁolitics category. In turn, as already noted the fluttuations

in Politics news are complemented by accommodations in Justice

rd
-~

System news. The fluctuatlons 1n the news .about Individual Crime are

.

extremely small and correlations with Election news fluctdgtions are

-

~weak. Apparently, Justice System news as a group~gives Wpy, to a

moderate degree, to ?olitics news, but the adjustments are made in

components other than news about Individual Orime. Moreomer, up -

ward and downward- compensatory bulges are generally followed by a
' y

bulge in the opposite direction so that the total news flow, over _

time, remains constant in each group. The patterns of ‘semi-monthly

fluctuations in various news componente presented by local and

national television news are similar to those of the Tribune shown

in Figure 1.

e~
S

Distortions in CrimekNews éovegggg \}
Like questions about appropriate levels of coverage, que;:ions
about distortion of news must be answered within a framework that
sets forth thelstannards by which distortion is judgedf The appraisal

presented“here rests‘on two‘assu.ptions. These are, fir;t of all, that
white:collar crimes, particularly many business crimes.involviné
threats to public henlth and safety, are of egual or greater social
significance than violent crimes against %ndividuals, Secondly, it is
assumed that the modified mirror image concept, described on page 11,
represents a.valiq,guid& for-appraising‘fairness of coverage. Applied to

~

crime and justice news, this means that serious white collar crime

4

’ -

o4
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should be given coverage which is propprtlonate to serious. v1olent x5

4

14
crime. agalnst 1nd1v1guals. If these assumptlons are grantedq~h-they

are debatable--~ then Crime and Justice news 1§Eas badly distorted
as its severest qritics claim.:Tgbles 6 through 9 tell the story.

They also present further support for the sociological model ef news-

making. Ae predictedr from the model, news about' violent crimes,

7 . . N

which is readily available from police beats, is far more plentiful

than crime news which is not as readily available from these beats.15

v
Table 6 indicates the frequency of mention of varlous types

o~ .
of crimes in 8 news sources. i

A \

-

-

Table 6 Frequency of Mention of Various Types of Crimes
N= 3545 for Tribune, 92 for Sun Times, 76 for Daily News,
815 for CBS local TV news, 1501 for NBC local TV news,
568 for ABC national TV news, 599 for CBS national TV news,
and 587 for NBC national TV néws. In perqgentages. *

' Local National .
Trib. Sun -.D.N. CBS . NBC ABC _CBS NBC .
Street Crimes 56.5 51.0 52.6]49.9 46.8 |46.8 43.0 47.0
Terrorism ° 17.7 17.3 '15.7]12.5 24.2 |22.8 23.0 ,16.6 .
Corruption’ 13.6 18.4 21.0{21.7 13.2 {20.5 22.3 24.0
Drug Offenses 6.1 6.5, 5.2| 4.5 4.7 |-3.3 *=3.8 3.7

Business Crimes -5.9 6.5 5.2]11.2 10.8 |7 6.3 7.6 8.5-

*Sun Times and Daily News dath aréﬁbased on\sample coding of one con-
structed week for each paper./National news data’are baséd on nine
months of coding, April-Decembér, 1976. NBC local news is based on
hour long broadcast, other TV news on half hgur broadcasts.

~

= - — =

%

It ehows thatgstreet crimes‘received most plentiful ooverage by far.
But the figures for ‘white collar crime, which are recorded under the
headings of ”corruptlonH and "business crime"/are by no meamrs insig-
nifieant. They range .from a low of 20% of the total crime coverage

in the Tribune, to a high of 33% on CBS local and NBC national news.

Overall, street crime constituted slightly less than\ﬁjix\gi/gll crime

Y . A

£}

9




discussed on levision, and sllghtly more fhan half of all crime’

16 It is domlnant but not, to the degree
. ) - e 17
which critics of crime news coverage would lead us to belleve el T

discussed in ‘the newspapers

-

£

(:Tuble 7 presegts data on the prominence of display of various K

types of crime stories in the Tribune. _ \ T .
R Y i C

° ’

Table 7 Prominence of’ Display of Various? Types of Crime Stor1e§/1n
the Tribupe. (N = 2006 jor' Street Grimes; 628 for Ter§¢r1sm,
481 for Corruption, 57 for Drug Offenses, 212 for Bus1ness\}

Crimes. In percentages.) e

' , .
Page Section Picture Large Long

- 1 1 Present Headl.* Story*
Street Crimes 18.7% 66.2%» ° 19.5% ‘4.5 3. O%-
Terrorism ~._.14.5 +73.3 18.8 7.0 9.6 .

- Corruption 20.0 ©61.6 23.7 6.9 2.2 ,
Drug Offenses 14,2 * 45.1 ' 14.7 4.1 ©5.9 ,
©* Business Crimes 20.8 69.1  13.%° 4.7 6.0

f
*Large headline = 7 or more ‘col. inches, multiplying height. by length
" Long story = 20 col. inches or more.

a AN

\ g
It sheds light on ways in which.news play factors enhance or

diminish the relative prominence bestowed on white collar crime
’ . ] C. [ ] \
stories through sheer frequency of mention. The table shows that ‘

C e : . . . . " - .
white cpIlar crime stories received basically 'the same display

as street cfime stories in prominent page and section placement,
' Z

headline size, sfory length, and pictorial coverage. Prominence

-

features thus do not serve as a counterbalance to the trends estab-

3

lished throﬁgh story selection.

-

Table 8 tells a similar story of slighting-of white collar crime,

but to a lesser degree than might be expected. It presents the rank

order of frequency of mention of the twelve erimes whic ead the .
] J ; . " X ‘\ %
- list when all Tribune stories are ranked for Eae year. o

» L J

.y
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‘Table 8 Rank Order of Mrequency of Mention of Street and White Colla¥

Crime in the Tribune. 12 ranks only = 77%.0f crime topics.
_N= 2619 topics.

v

B4

— Street Crime % - White Collar Crime ’
B Rank L Y. Rank % |
1. . Murder 24.2 - “ 3. Consumer Fraud 5.9
2. Robbery 12.9 6. Bribery/Kickb. 4.6
4. Assault 5.8 - 10.  Drdg Offenses ~-2.8
5. Kidnapping . 5.1 11. Tax Cheating 2.3
7. Arson .5 " 12. Extortion 2.1
8. ' Rape - 3.4 - . :
. 9. -Larcehy/Thgt 3.4 *

Seven street trimes make it into the list and two capture tep s/}ats.' '
R

But two white collar crimes, Consumer Fraud and Bribery and Kié]ibacksél'

4

also rank'highly, attaining a third and sikth plaée, r%spectively". '

When one 6omparés these media rankings .to police, and court records,

. oo r .
the match is poor. . L - L
= Table 9 presents such a comparison for strget crime, comparing
the coverage of crimes rgcorded in the ‘official police ‘record with | -
e co;erége of correéponciiné crimes in the-’I!.ribune-. : ey, e )
: ; , r\
Table 9 Comparative Frequency of Mention of Index Crimes by C ic'ago‘* “f‘i‘
Police Qfficial Record and by Tribune, 1976. -
- (N=_1377 for. Tribune, 212,270 for police.* ) .
Police Index Crimes . .. Tribunée Index Crimes ~ ’
) N % - XN % e
_ ., Murder 820 0.2 Murder . 689 - 26.2 : N
.* Rape | 1,172 0.4 « Rape ' 88 3.4 .
~ Rdbbery ~ 17,489 5.7 ~ Robbery ' 283 © 10.8
» Assault -~ 11,001° 3.6 ~ Assault . - 152 5.8 "
‘Burglary 38,369 12:4 .- Burglary - . -~ 56 2.1 -
Theft ~ 1X%1,008 - 36.0 . Theft- " 90 3.4
Auto Theft 32,421 10.5 .. Auto Theft 19 0.7 '
212,270 68.8 s 1,3%7 - » 52.4
Ve mememeeee Se———e———- g-------—-------, ----------- ——— AV mmmm e fm e
: o *Tribune coverage 8tes stfart 4nd ‘end one week -1ater thag police
LA crime report dates™ Poljce dates are 1-8-76%@&55%77 ~;‘1’;=ibune data -
ot include crimes outside the Chicago: area and théfelfforeljre not strictly
comparable to-Chicago police data. PR M AR
N R ‘ . ‘ ’ - . . R ' " . :\* ./ “ ‘: & a k]
P . .q T . g .‘.:: LI - e N,
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. Marder, Jthe, most sensational crime, const1tutes 0.2% of-all grimes

L]

recorded in the police index. In the Trlbune, it const;tutes 26.2%

of all crime mention%. By contrast, unglamoroushcrlmes like theft and
. . . . ~ ~
car theft, constitute 47% of all crimes on the police index, -but’ A

only 4% of all crimes mentioned in the Tribune . While polite and

Tribune figures are not precisely comparabIe because Tribune céiee

a coverage reaches beyond the Chicago area covered by the police reports,

a;\and while there are slight discrepancies in the dates for which
~ ’—./r-——-\'
. coverage is reported the trends demonstrated by the data are accurate

An exaggerated p1cture is prese?ted of the xncxdence of the most vio-~

- ™
lent kinds of crimejy’ while the ine¢idence,of lesser crimes is
*
L
minimized. N '
v

’ Summary amd Cenclusions

>

L3

The data presented in this paper support most, but not 4ll,
N ] . -

R -charges made against crime news coverage. -
- e 4 ‘
0 . . . ’ . . > : .
Yo ## Crime news receives ample coverage and display compared to

g N M ‘y 3
' “ ' . : . . . o . . ce s
k\ other types of news. By §0c1al significance criteria, it is ex-
- . . ’ a

- . " 7

cessive Howeﬁpr, if cd{rent notions about audience preferences are

L4

' accurate -- and readersh1p and viewer data seem to support them --

L]

nthen ample coverage of crlme news can be justlfied as satisfying’ a’

. >

strong consumer demand. . Co
hd ¥
##Cvime news does no1(;_L apparently, prevent political news,

.from expanding at times of major political actlvity, such as .

elec‘tion@ However, when contractions take (place to compensate
for increased politlagJ coverage, they are followed by expansions
so that the total news Ilow for various, news categories~rema1ns

- . P

constant over ‘time. " . . ) e . 4/ ' .

. - e
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> ## Crime'peﬁs does distort the realities of crime commission
by disproportionate emphasis on street crime, compared to white -
- ] collar crime. It alsp/Bresehts a distorted image of the relative

4

incidence of various types of street crimes by exaggerating
A ;

. ' murder, rape, and assault and underrepresenting robbefy, burglary,
) . - * .
and theft.

*»

. The news coverage characteristics dedcribed in this paper are
)’. hed
consistent with a socioiogical model of .newsmaking.

## There is substantial similarity in the types of news
preséqte@/Qx»various newspapers‘and felevision sodrces, and sub-
stantfal stability in the frequency with which these news areas are
covered. This type of stability is a natural concomitaﬂt of a news .

— : .
system which shgres notions about wsworthiness of institutions-and

H

events, and develops an organizational structure to provide regular .

coverage for the pre-selécfed jastitutions and events.

## The beat system encourages coverage of crime news readily.

N

available from regular police sources and discourages coverage which

is off the beat. The finding that street crime news receives the

N :
. [ ]

lion's share of coverage conforms to this expected pattern. How-

ever, white collar crimes do receive substaqfial attention, possibly

because they are.made available from different beats, such as '

»
. prosecuting agencies, grand juries, or court dockets.

s )
## Finally, as predicted, the display features of news vary
~widely among tﬁg sources examined here. This finding, when coupled
wi®h the finding of strik&ng similarity in topics covered and in

B : . -

) “frequency ®f coverage, underlines ‘the limits of the beat system. Beats

determine the sources of most news and assure a steady, constant

-d
B .
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- -

stream pfirééulai cbvérége. But o6nce the news is in the pipeline, ‘the
< . . . N
\ constraifits of newsmaking attenuate and individual choice$ emerge and

-

-are encouraged to meet the needs of specific audiences and the

-

, whims 3& news personnel. ' . . ‘ : U
While_the sociological model has thus been fully supported .
with respect to all the dimensions examined here, further testing

is'redﬁiréd to étrengthen the findjngs. More importantly, the data

collected for this 'study reed to be tested with 4lternative models

[ ‘ -
to examine whether there may possibly be better fits between the

,>, data and other models. Given the results reported here, It seems

, doubtful that better fits could be attained.l®

. -
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* The research reported here was made poss1ble througﬁ f1nancial .
) support from the Center. for Research in Criminal Justice;’ Umi-
versity of Illinois at Chicago Circle, Hans W. Mattick, Director.
Computer services were made available through the Computer Center
at the University. -The support of these organizatlons is'grate-
fully acknowledged. v O !
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1. For data.indicating that mass media information is the basis for -
public reactions to crime: ‘problems, see James Garofalo, "Victim- ..
ization €nd Fear of Crime in Major American Cities," American
Association for Public Opinion Research paper, 1977.-Also-see .

. "Public Attitudes Towards Crime and Law Enforecement;" in Task .
Force Report, Crime and its Impact: An Asseéssment, The Pres13ent S
Commission on Law Enforcement afd Admipistration of:Justice. *°
Wdshington: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1967, pp. 85-95,
especially pp. 86-8 Data on the(contaglon effects of crime
news are presented by David and Kay Payne, "Newspapers and Crime’

. in Detroit,'" Journalism Quarterly, vol. 47, 1970 ‘PP - 233 235. ~

!

. 2. The most complete review‘of,pgg}ic opinion data on crime is con- .
tained in four reparts by HazeY/Erskine in the spring’ summer , ‘
fall and winter issues of ' the Public- Qp;nlOn Quarterly, vol. 38
1974. The reports are g;tltled ""Fear of  Violence and Crime, pp.
133-145; '"Causes of Crime," pp. 288-298; ''Cqentrol of Crime and
Violence," pp. 490- -502, and "Pblitics and .Law and Order," pp. 623-
634. For suggestions on the'limitations of polls, seg Terry Baumer
and Fred DuBow,"'Fear of Crime' in the Pplls: What They Do and _
Do Not, Tell us,'" Amerjcan Association for<Public Opianion' Research
paper, 1977. Also see-Michael J.- Hindelang, '""Public Opinion Re- .
garding Crimé’ Criminal Justice, and' Related Tdpigs," Journal of
Research in Crime -and ‘Delinquency, Vol. ll, July 1974, pp. ~101-116.

3. Bernard Roshco, Newsmaking. Chicago, University of Chicago'Press,
1975. Leon V. Sigal,~§epgrters and Officials The Organization
and Politics of Newsmakifig. Lexington , Mass.,: D.C. Heath, 1973.
Edward Jay Epstein, News from Nowhere: Telev1s1on and*the News . )
New York: Vintage Books, 1974. . o ,

- 3 * * - ’

4. Police wires to the press aresdiscussed in Mark:Fishman, "Crime' ¢

<. Waves 'as Ideology,” Society for the Stqu af Social Problems paper,
1977.

‘5. Collaborators for the content analyses were Professor.Makwell
McCombs of Syracuse University and.Professor David Weaver of |,
Indiana'University and their assocdiatgs. Each inpestigator and -

_~"associates was responsible for data cqllected her/his geo-
graphical location . \ . L .
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6. More detailed dat!Fon content analysis methods, coder reliability
controls, etc, are available on request frem the author. Coding
"¢t several medi on a da11y basis makes it posSible to judge the

. tompleten€ss of news coverage and to gauge the repetition rates
of varlous stories and themes.

rd

a

,7. Stories wére defined as inecluding editorials, letté;s to the editor,
features, and cartoons,_ along with ordinary news reports, but ex-
cluding advertisements obituaries, puzzles, radio and television'
11st1ngs and similar types of announcements.

8. The local broadcasts were coded directly from the actual broadcast
"event. The netwOork newscasts were an zed from written abstracts

. DPrepared by the staff of the Vanderbi: vision News Archlves

. 'Comparison of control codings taken frdm th& actual broadcast with,
‘abstract codings’ showed no signific Lnt- diffetrences for the type of
‘ecoding relevant to this paper. ‘The ! el ability of coding for the
‘content analyses was carefully.checkedYand controlled. Since many
different coders were involved in this nroJect it is difficult to
report a single reliablllty figure. Our procedure was to have the
" same' coding supervisor check each coder's.work following the initidl
traini period, and at various times thereafter. Excluding simple
identif?® ion categories, like pape» o{vptation name and date, "

" which coul) inflate reljability figures, ﬂntercoder reliability

gveraged 85% and 1ntra-coder rellability'averaged 90%. -

9.,.Data on the similarity of coverage.in a cross section of 20 daily-
newspapers are discussed in Doris A. ‘Graber, "Effect of Incumbency -
> on Coverage Pattermns in the 1972 Presidential Campaign," Journalism

Quarterly, Vol 53, Fall 1976, pp. 499-508 ‘ '
\}

.

~10. The reason for the rarger number of NBC local stories, compared to
CBS, "is, the fact that the local broadcast was, expanded to 90 minutes '’

during the last three months of the study. The figurqs for the net-
works represent codln% from Aprl; through December only .because
coding for the first three months of 1976 has not been fully com-
pleted.. Prellminary analyses indicate that addition of these data
will not change the picture, presented here. - '

. ll.Complementariudata can be found in E. Terrence Jones, ”The‘PreSS as

Metropolitan¥onitor," Public Opinion Quarterly, vol. 40, 1976, pp.
© 239-244; Shari Cohen, "A Comparison af Crime Coverage in Detroit
rand Atlanta Newspapers, " Journalism Quarterly, vol. 52, 1975, pp.
726-730; and John C. Meyer, Jr., "Newspaper Reporting of Crime

and Justice: Analysis of an Assumed Differencg,'" Journalism Quar-
Iﬁiizj vol. 52, 1975, pp. 731-734. For a contradictory view, see

Emery)L. Sasser and John T. Russell, "The Fallacy of News Judgment,"
Jou

alism Quarterly, vol. 49, 1972, pp. 280-284.
‘ . A

12.For‘comparative data which show that crime subjects receive average °

»display, see Doris A. Graber, "Evalyating Crime-Fighting Policies:
The- Public' s Perspective " American Palitical Science Association
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2. (ctd.) paper,'1977. The impact of ious dlsplay characterlst!bs
is discussed in Richard W. Budd, ”Atterzaon Score: A Devige for
#Measuring- News 'Play,'" Journalism Quarterly, vol. 41, 1964, pp.
259-262 X .

(O 13. The bases for chosing particular stories for television news are,
discussed in James K. Buckalew, Q~Adalysis of Televis1on News
‘Editors' Decisions," Journallsm uarterly,‘vol 46,1969, pp-.
135-137. ' - ' . .o -

N l4. Crime stereotypes and their deviation from factual data- are dis-
. ’cﬂISed in Austin Turk, "The Mythology of Crime if America,"
Oriminolegy, vol. 8, 1971 pp. 397-411. Also 'see Richard Quinney,
The Sociel Reality of Cripg. Boston: Little Brown, 1970, pp. 15-
* 25 and BoPr Roshier, *'The Selection of Crime News by the PfessT™
pp.  55-72 in Stanléy Cohen and Jock Young, eds. The Manufacture
of News: Social Problems, Deviance, and, the Mass Media. London:
Cohstable, 1973. « - e .

’

15. See'Fishman cited in noté 4, and'Roshier, cited'in note 14.

16. For the relation of street cr1me news to news about the judiciary, -
) and -about pollce and security- matters see Table 2 , p. 8.

- 17. The views of crltlcs of crime news coverage are presented more / ‘.
- fully against the background of coverage data im Doris A. Graber,
P N ) " Ideological Components in the Perception of Crime and Crime Vews
Sdciety for the Study of Social Problems paper-1977 K

18. For the fit of a pQrticn of the data with the Marxist model of
- crime news production, see Graber, cited in note 17.
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