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‘The habit of jourﬁg#izing becomes a life-long lesson

in the art of composition,,an informal schooling for
authorship. And were the process ofpreparing their
works, for publicatidn faithfully detalled‘by distin-

qu1shed writers; it would appear how large were their

indebtedhess to their diary and commonplaces. How
cgrefuldy should we peruse' Shakespeare's notes used

in compxllng his plays--whatwas his, whatanotﬁér S~="

showing' how these were fashioned into the shapely
whole we read, howMilton composed, Montaigne, Goethe:
by what' happy strokes of thought, flashesof’w1t apt
figures, flt quotations snatched from vast flelds of
learning, their rich pages were wrought forth! This
werd to give .the keys of great authorship!

‘Amos Bronson Alcott, able-Talk™

of A. Bronson Alcott, (Boston:
Roberts Brothers, 1877), p. 12.
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Given their prevalence and usefulness, it is surpris-

-and %1scusses his habits of consulting and u51ng them, with

.t

ing that historical and comﬁarative knowledge about personal’,
S

records is primitive and unsystematic. Yet personal records:

N :
do present certain obstacles to research; since they' are

usually not created in distinct "genres," their overlapplng

o

forms and functiohs make them difficult to categorize for
study.\ One eq£;en1ent way to begin a general,dnvestigaﬁﬁon of
. ey s .-
them is to fdcus on published specimens. '"Notebooks" offJ
1iterary authors;-manf of mhich have beem_transc;ibed%_edited,
~and hublished,eresent an ﬁhviting bodf of such material.

' This exploratory the51s fgcuses on recerds of reading uj
left in the hotebooks of e1ght maJor Briti'sh and American wr1- o
ters of the last Four centurles In a comparlson of the1r pote- - nt

taking practices, the the51s explaln§ how, each author came to

make“readlng no;esl destrlbes the form\;n mhgch he made them,

spec1a1 refergnce to distinctly lltprary uses. Where p0551ble,

add1t10na1 evidence-is introduced to show how certain features

~»

of a particular notebook reflect w1der practices among authors.
Eight case. studies compriselthe major portion of the
thesis, and they are summatized here.* The "Promus" of Francis

Bacon wal-a'rough list of elegant and useful phrases gleahed;i
.- , * - e’
from reading and conversation that Bacon‘used as a sourcé book \\i\\_
, ' T e <
vii . ) _ :
L A~



" A wr1t1ng and ‘probably also as a promptbook for

in pub11c ﬁpeaklng

3 .
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of ¥

John Mllﬁbn {ept scholarly nétes from his

éral practlce,

readlng in his- commonplace book

complete w1th page c1tat10ns o

b}

Lo e . to use 1n wr1t1ng h1s tracts and poems. *The commonplace trad1-,

tlon ‘in Wh1ch Mllton was educated had 1ts roots 1n the pedagogz
- - of classical rhetor1c and "commonplacéng" pers1sted as a popu-

[ , lar study technlque until the earl; twentleth century. Samnggk
"Taylor Colerldge,wrote in all-purpose notebooks, M1x1ng evoca-d
tive lines frem nls féaslng and original passaées'of.prose and

| Ralph WaldQ

poetry wit personal and household memoranda.

.

Emerson filled several shelves w1th thor0ughly 1ndexed note-
k2N

- book’s contarnlng quotations (drawnefrom books, lettergrand con-
! — v

versation), original gphorisms, and early\drafts of ‘his works'.

' t

‘

ozn method of Journallzlng

drummer summoried h1m to h1$° that

- of writing shor\ prose cemmep aries o works he read Mark

,*Iwaln whose early notes gontaln memOr&nda ¥rom his pllotlﬁg

,_apprent1cesh1p, made ut111tar1an readlhgzhotes before h1s tra-

vels and wh11e dolng background research for the ertlnﬁ of h1s

;' books. Thomas Hfrdy kepT carefully edited and much- studled

]

?e ding notes as am autodldactlcqstrategy, successfully chang-

1ng}hls image as a benign povelist of bucolic life go that of
' a more serious writer/y{{;p:hllosophlcalcpo1nts to make.
. Lastly, Thomas Wolfe/, a’.mll-attng his culture in deep draughts,

4

made reading notes in answer fo a gnawing urge t% salvage .

’ : eVerything possible from the resources of libraries-and book-

. - ".“ . Y

A

shops. .

. -

-

—

-
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While it is impossible to make firm generalizations
. b ! :

. [ 1 * iRy - -
« .‘ . * - N 4 2 1
‘based on only.pight casegs, certain trends do emerge from thenm. ,
[ 3

First, it seems that authors frequently learn about’the. use

Pl N

andrvalue of'note—making in school, but that they 1ater adapt.

[}

" the methods they learn there to £it the1r own styles of work
.They are often 1n§p1red to Begin or to resume the heep1ng of
'notebooks by 1earn1ng of admared,frlends ‘or gf.other authors
yho keep‘them. The codex form of the blanhbook ihpésgs a rudi-
mentary level of orgaﬁizatibn onfwritten material‘that hahes L.:-
it an-attractive, pre—conf}éured writing surfaee on which to |
record notes. Dependiné on the purposes and preferreg.working

methods of the 1nd1V1dua1 keeper reading notes take'different

forms, rang1ng from s1mp1e 11sts of titlesd to extracts and
Y

verbat1m quqtatlohs (of\whatever lepgth), to paraphrases, out -~

el - - ‘.. ...\ . - E) L .
lines or*summaries, to original commentariesfon what has been
‘l

. ' - N * j - . - N .
read. They can serve numerous functions: As aids to concen- _
tration and recollection, as garners of mater1a1 to bs used-

later 1h\wr1t1ng, as workbooks for the study aof ideas 0r style

as albums of literary gleap1ngs for future reflection or enter-
v

-

ta1nment or éven as devices for recreating subjective emotlenal

‘eXperiences bfought on by reading. . ‘ y s
. -

Since keeping. ﬁoteboﬁk&_;s itself a’ kind.of 'tradi,tién

among lftterateurs a notebook of literary., memoranda may serve
as a symbol to the keeper of hlS 11terary 1dentf%y (or some -

th1ng psycholog1c‘a11y not f!r-removed),' quite apart from its‘
ohuious value\:s a récord. That~persona1 notebooks can enjody -

this spec1a1 -status 1s supported Qy the fact that authors fre-

_ SR (
10' .




- . ' Y .
eldborate titles, compiling twem neatly Yrom rough notes, _

recompiling st111 neater revy51ons of ;hem later, and preserv-

ing them W1th a.spec1al devotion and care that seema out of

l

proportlon to the1r apparent functlon as worklng materlalscvfi X

o,

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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: 3 s ). '«*5‘- LY ! e et
. , — - S . \’ - K ‘
T - . READING RECORDS-AS AN OBJECT OF STU Y . s ‘
. ¢ ) i , i . . i "o . ‘.ld . ' /
', ) e, M
L. [L]et us take down™ ome/ bf thosewo notebooks ’
) wh1ch we -have all,~at qne time. or; another, had a pas- '
// sion for beg1nn1ng.~ Mést of theypages are. bldnk, ) .
oo 1s true; but af the beginning we shall, find a certaln ot
v -+ number .very beautifully covered with a str1k1ng1y legi- L
- - ble hand- -writing. Here we have written down ‘the names . -
T of grea® writers in their order of.merit; here “we have ,
"copied out ane.gassages from the classlcs here are ‘
, - ~lists of-books, to be read; and here, most 1nterest1ng o
. . of all, 11stsi’book~s that have actually been read, as -
w R, - ‘the reader  test %185 with soms youthful van1ty by,a
A P dash of red ink. N

- '] . M [N ’

— e e L3 ’ V1rg1n1a Woolfl
€ b A N

‘The State.of ﬁubllc Knowledge . .
v« "About Personal Record Keeplng < - v 3

Y

The sorts of publlshed documents that are typlcally

.

' SRV
DY
adl

organlzed and stored in iabrar1Es represent only some of the ‘
kinds of records created ,by human belngs Another 1mportant -,

. * “class of records, 'and the one of 1nterest'here, is perspnal -

PY -

records. Documents of th1 kind are prepared by -individuals —

-

\ for private reasons. In some aspects of format /organlzatlon, e
M \" B *r *

. and content, they may sometimes resemble certain genres of pub-

. . .
Sor & : -

~ - lished works, but their uniqueness and "acknowledged (intgn-

. l k ' % N : . ‘ . . “'-
_tiohal)'subjective orien{;tioh in scope, methodology, and ytiy -~ .
i h . . _ / ~ . A ' ' N

<

. 1Virginia Woolf "Hours in a L1brary,"‘Gran1te\and S e
.~y Rainbow: ays by V1rg1nla Noo1f (New York: Harcourt, Brace . <7
’ and Co., ), . 25. . ‘ . R

‘ Lo - N ."‘ - . -
CERIG L o T
Y 7 Provi c . N ’ v K .
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112at10n"L usually. limits thear pub11c usefulness. Conse~
' b

quently' personal. records kept in 11brar1es are usua11y set

»

apar? from other 11brary hold1ngs where they are COnsulted and

-
stJdled only for research purposes.
v.

; W1thé9,the prlvate sphere, however, personal, recordsk

.

*are probably the most useful ones of al
gaﬂher1ng, organlz1ng,,and stor1ng g/
OWn use (actually a Iearned c1usteéV6} P

r1mpact on daily. 11V1ng, on creative endeavor. and on 1nte11ec- .
tual affa1rs In 11terate soc1et1es, personal records peruade

~ f -
human act1v1ty on many levels but desplte th§1r obvious impor-

hY

tancd- comparative and h1stor1cal knqwledge about them is sur-
bpr1s1ng1y primitive and unsystemat1c, espec1a11y in comparlsﬂ.
to knowledge about published bdgis and the1r h1story The his-
. tory of‘.ﬂﬁﬂarshlp and letters, ﬁpr example, has no 11t9rature
descr1b1ng how Ar1§tot1e wrote his treatlsﬁi, how Aquinas’

assembled the Summa Theologlca or how<uonta1gne kept control

over a’ll the quota@'ions used in his Essazs "L1kew41se, the

-~
2

-“ N

‘ Hllary -D. Burton,"Personal Informat1on Systems: Impli- .

catlons for L1brar1es,” Spec1a1 Libraries (January 1973) . 7u

ﬁalf nothing else, they make Possible the prqduct;on of
..publlshed ones.’, . .
3 -t '
' . Nor does it appear 11ke1y to develop such a Ilterature--
not at 1east based upon primary Sources, which are lacking.
5%an Ste1nman wrote .in Pascal (New York Harcourt, Brace - .
and Warld, 1965), p. 223,. .. no original manuscrlpts have - °,
acome down "to us from ant1qu1ty or the middle ages:: nothing of.
Shakespeare's or Rabelais's; a few corrections in Montaigne's
handwriting in the margins of one of.the editions ofythe Essays;
_a few of. Racine's notes, but' noth1ng E:;Mol1ére s,‘or La Bruyére'
f

hd

" and ver little of. La Fontaine's., 'Théyseventeentl century.only,
.admlred ihished .works. It had no-us€ for drafts, plans, corr
3

a s .- { * ’ ¢ hd

i
. \/ . . / ,
. : / . ‘ 4
. . !
- 3 , ‘;r :
' . 1 / . ‘
. . ' ' !
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history of educatioA’provideS‘ohly the most scanty of detgils | )

’

"about the pedagogy of . notetaklng 1 ahd social history afforas
;Eotlggconnected account of personal record, kéeping’ through the

ages but only an occasional look at some {are,pr pecu11ar
z A N .
practlce 2 . ‘ ; ' :

- Reasons why personal reCOrds and the pract1ces asso- 2.0
ciated w1th thém have been neglected ‘as obJeCts of 1nvest1ga-
tlon Ey past scholarsh1p are yot d1f£1cu1t to guess F;rsg,;
personal records are so fam111ar to everyone that a study of \
them seems ,trivial. °Every literate persor has some emprrlcal

- N ¢ i )
knowledge agput personal regords; literate people, after all,

" - . L .
. are those who can~create and interpret records. Yet, famil-

’ : . - Do
' e . ) r
. tions, or an author s crossings-out. - Manuscripts were burnt."
How&vér, descriptions of the record. keep1ng which suppoygted cer-
tain schol ly endeavors have emerged in recent years. he

mak1ng of Joinson's dictionary, which involved huge pastebooks,
is deéscribéd in numerous accounts (recently, in John Waip,
{ Samuel Johnson: A Biography [New York: Viking, 1975]), and
*James Murray's monumental work, comp11ed on two tons of paper o
slips, is described in:K. M. Elisabeth- Murrd¥, Caught in the
Web of Words: James Murray and the Oxford English: Dictionary
(New Haven: Yale University Press, 1921) . See also, Edward G. , . ¢
Holley, Charles Evans: American Blbllographer (Urpdna: Uni-

y versity of Illinois Press, 1963), pp. 50-5I, 290-91, and 215-16,
< for a description of Evan's file cards,.cut "in half and stored
. in cor boxes. / ’
L L
v 1Though it "does include many studies of the efficiency
« " of note-taking techn1ques : . N
2The commoner poet John Bethume, '"'wrote his poems in
secret on dirty scraps,of paper and old 1eaves of books.'". ‘
Alton Locke, quoted in Richard D. Altick, The English Common .
Reader (Chicago University of Chicago Press, 15675 282, .
s Today, one sees address pooks, notebooks, scrapbooks, photo o ‘

albums,*wedding registers, baby books, fam11y Bibles, and dia-
ries heing'sold everywhere‘by supp11ers of statlonerytand one
knows ,that such things have a history that remains to be written.
The history of ‘commercial and business records have received .
some study, but such treatments lack the personal empha51s that

. is of concern here.

. -
( g °
.
.
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" iarity ‘is in 1tse1f neé-argument agalnst 1nqu1ry into a sugJect

since more fam111ar topics are often. really the ones less -

- e L

understood Studlous research in the last generatlon, in par-

-

t1cu1ar, has broadened its scope to include’ many subJects that
were once 1gnored 1 _Given the w13eness of scholarly interest

tqgay, the prevaience alone of personal géor keeplng is

itéelf almost an argument for attempting-to study 1L,1n a sys-
L4 , . .
tematic,way.2 o % -

This .very prevalence; in fact, underlies’'a second fact

‘which might have daunted'pre%ious investigatfbn: personal

€

‘ P . - ‘ -
. records are produced and @ised in such®great numbers and in so

many overlapping ways that even classifying’ all their -forms and -

functions is a formidable téék:% How can this vast field be

TS

1See foﬁ!ﬂ?ﬁﬁple, Ashley Montagu The Anatomy of Swear-

ing (New Yorkw® * #acmillan 1967); Katie Kelly, Garbage: The
+History and Future of Garbage in America (New Yorks Saturday

Review .Press, 1973); and Lawrence Wright, Clean and Decent:
The- Fascinating History of the Bathroom and the W.C. {Toronto:
Unikersity of Toronto Press, 1967%} See also Benjamin Walker,
Encyclopedia of Esoteriec Man (London: Routledge and Kegan
Paul, 1977) on *the history of ‘certain obnoxious praEtices.

2Ty e are many questions to be answered, for instance!

underliés, preduct develgpment and marketing in the stationéry
trade? What is thé& iology of personal recozg\yeeplng7 -How
and why are various schemes of record keep1ng ypically begun?
What is their usefulness? Whatydo various fechniques show
about those Who use them? Is there a way to conceptualize.per-
sonal record keeping on a theoretical level? etc.

What practical knowlej:s about .personal records and their uses.

There a great deal to take intd account in such a
8

.classiffication. T Fqr example, there are both terminable and -

interminable records; there are enduring records of 1ntended
long-term usefulness, and also ephemeral ones intended’for only
temporary use (e.g., jottings on scrap paper). The integrity
and aubonomy of records can.change as th are_cut up or tékep
‘apart or attached in various Qombgﬁstlon and Aarrangements to

\ other‘mecordsa 'Thett, record keeping serves not 0 ly overt pur-

' q . »

<
y L
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. . .
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bfoken up for study? As d beginning, §fépfsticsfbf the sta-
tioneﬁy tere might prov%de a gross piEturé of‘thé‘relativq. ./
_ pbpulafity of,vafiouq!pHYSicai forms of {eiords\ ‘This:would )

divide the ?&eld by physi*cal format. Another tactic woula‘bé : ". \
to study’ personal reégrastby tyﬁe‘of user. At léﬁst two recent
> . /studie§ in Fhe }%?rary lﬁteratu;;\&o“thié; both of them’

‘ investigatéa the way that personal records function for schol-

.’ , ‘a;s, éq}éntists, and ?xﬁér'intellgctugéﬁ;l aFurther research:
if it is to getmeagi;gfﬁl, must, continde to focus on so?é small S

. portion of éllAthe'ma}prials that could be considered Jpersonal

“J ’ . .
- N

. ‘records," as these studies. have done. ‘ -
e G
The Interest and Sighificance of ‘a ‘ :
. . Study of Authors' Notebooks ) 'A\
Leaving archival rezgurceé aside for the homent, there

are hundreds of pubLi§hed documents that might;bé called "note- 1

-~
) >

L]

poses, but aYso covert (in particular, psychological) ones as

well. The testimonials of dfarists, for example, show ‘that the
: / diary can serve not Snly as,a retrospective record but also, in .
the keeping, as a surrogatdfeonfidant or alter-ego, or as an )
arena for self-objectivation and reificationg(to assist in -
achieving a sense of more explicit self-reference and identity).
Certainly many persongl records serve symbolic purposes, quite
apart from their contents, < '

-
[ : h -

1gurton investigated the implications f& libra¥ies of
""per.sonal documentagéon"’(syn:gymous with "microdoqumggii;ion"},

L]

X - '"the acquisition, st®rage, clapsification and/or retr at of
inform!‘ipn-by an individual r.himself"--here, specifikally,
the preparation andpuse of personal indexés to scientific I1it a-

, ture. More recentlrfy; Mary Ellen Soper in "Characteristics an

. Use of Personal Collections,'" Library Quarterly 46 (O¢fober 1976),
pPP. 397-415, based on her Ph.D., dissertation, University of I11i}
nois at Champaign-Urbana, 1972, "The Relationship Betweeg Per-
somal Collections and the Selection of Cited References,® stu-

died "personal collections" (personal accumulations: of publishfd

, . Materials in the form.of books; journaj issues, preprints, an .
; photocopies) to fynd trendsin the schblarly citation-of per-, .#
sonal copies'(vqrsus institutionally-owned ones) of rijfarch--

o L N

related documents.

FY L)
D
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books" of "literary authors." Both'of these terms shoufd be

3

‘clarified -here. First, '"nogebooks’ nieans personally-owned, -

&
handWritten manuscripts, prepared or p#eserved in a codex form

consisting of one or more fascicleseach. In them, inYormation '

*is’ recorded ep1sod1ca11y for cont1nu1ng reference They are #

{

begun on one s own initiative, not be1ng records that are neces-

sary for an occupdtion (such as accounting) or a technical pro-

feSslon,{such as scholquy research or law), Th1s 1§ ‘to say . *

- that they contain material accumulated as a result of pr1vate, ‘.

uersus‘pubk}c, acfivity. They aTe not themselves‘*ntended'for ‘

Eublication, and even ‘though they may.exist separately and

‘afftonomously froonther written materiak, they lack the po}ish, -»

coherence and organic unity that one expects of true works.. . “
They are prepared for personal reasons, .as, for example, to o

serve as a forum for self- communlng, emotlonal catharsls or / ‘

-
'

qrtlstac creativity, to a1d‘1n se1f-cu1t1vat10nAand learnlnge

=‘ . . IR 2 I
or,tﬂ'prov1de reference and remihder about ideas, facts, and <

<« . .
the like, to be developed or, used later in thought wr1t1ng, or- .

action, Second "11terary authors" are wr1ters whosare dlstln- Nt e

e

Nquished in pre ling ¢ritical opinion as hav1ng rod.ced works
b g P

~

of genurhe 11terature. N . . IR ‘ .

*>
.

~

P Through the middle yearg of this century, readers were

[4 .
-

‘made fam1L1ar w1th authors' notebooks through comménts by the.

N

authors themselves in their published wrltlng  in ‘biographi-
1 e cL
. Two examples by phllosophlcal authors are Rule #4 1n 2ot
Descarte's RuTes for the Direction of .the Mind ("... ."4. All

your observations and notes must be complete."),’ and John Locke's
article, published in the second” verume of the Bibliotheque




L]

7
?

1 . .. L. .- : .
cal accounts, s+in literary imitations of notebooks,® and in

‘qulished transcriptioens of actual hotéboo‘l<s3 (often condensed,

and abridged).4 In more recent years, however, intreased. num-
. : . . ) o/

L]

Universelle, '"New Method of-Keeping a Commonplace Book,"
reprinted 1n The Works of John Locke in Nine Vglumes, 12th ed.
.(London, 1824)_.2:441-59. Authors have written manuals .of advice
.that stress personal record keeping as‘'an essential practice.
Some fairly recent examples include: Arnold Bennett, How to
Live (Garden City, New York: 6arden City Publishing Campany,
T925), who kept a-journal, The Journal of ‘Arnold Benndtt (New °
York: Viking, 1932-33); Ernest Dimnet, The Art of Thinking
(New York: Simon. and Schustel; 1935); and Jean Guitton, A
Student's Guide to Intellectual Work (Notre Dame, Indianay
Notre Dame University Press, 1966), who also kept a journal,
The™Guitton Journals, 1952-1955, translated by Frances Forrest
(Baltimore: Helicon Press, 1963). Rudblf Flesch, although
not a literary author like the others, produced another good
example, The ‘Art of Clear Thinking (New York: Collier, 1972).°

1For example, "Bacon Begins to Write' in Catherine
Drigker Boyen, Bacon: The Temper of a Man (Boston: Little
_Brown, 1963);. Michael MilIgate, Thomas Hardy: His Carger as a
Novelist (New Yerk: Random House, I971); and EIlizabeth Nowell,
- Thomas Wolfe: A Biography (Westport,’ Connecticut: Greenwood,
1973} . . “ :

" Zyords such as album,.clippin®, fragments,. gleanings,
.jottings, .leaves from, marginélia=o;_margins, matkings, note-
books or notes, scribblings; scrapbook, and sketchbooks!orf
sketches are familiar parts of titles that ar ed (oftefh as a
.gesture of modesty) to characterize certain works as brie >
informal, unfinished, prelimina»y, or inconsequential. '"Diaties"
and '"journals' as literary vehicles are so familiar as to require’
- no documentary proof of their’'existence. Many of these literary
imitations are so polished, of course, as‘not to resemble infor-
mal records made for personal use in the least. It is worth
noting, however, that more recent work with these forms shows a
‘greater sense 6f nuance for persdnal records, .and someg%meé imi-,

-
4

. tate$ the intoherencies, falserstarts, and ‘crossings-oUft of gen-
"uine notebooks. Three examples of the last decade are Dorris
Lessing, The ‘Golden Notebook (New York: ,Bantam, 1973); James
Merrill, Diblos Notebook (New York: Atheneum, 1975); and Jean.
Renoir:, The Notebooks of Cgptain Georges; A Novel, translated
by Norman Denny (Boston: Li‘(e‘Brown, 1966) . . .
- 4 .

)

SAn exténdive and fairly early example is Southey's
Commonplace Book, edited by his soﬁfin;faw, John Wood Warter,

4 vols. (London: LongﬁaQi/yrown, Greey and 'Longmans, 1850-51).

4"The Heaft»bf . 's Journals'y was a favorite suggeé-

2 ¥




[ '
\ N /

: bers of transcribed nbtebooks, rangigg from a few pages in

scholarly articles to multivolume sets, have appeared in * .

v AR R -
generous ,supply.  The tc‘ number eof such published notelzooks

1

is diffdcult to estimate:

cause the.nomefclature of personal
. . . v L ”
. ~ . ‘ .t

records (inoludﬁnthhat applied; in-titles

. - . t \ . ‘|~‘ . .

L I v )
, 1n explanatory mat-
—" .3 ~.'.\9 e . T v . '.' ’ .~ '
ter, and .within' ti%® documgnts,ﬁhemseIVes)~var1es widely and the
, = ‘ . . ) R N S oo . B .
size of an estimation'wﬁllfdepond:upon what the 'term
T < » R C A

- k]

~"n6tebook"

is. takep to cpméﬁlge o * ‘ Pt
N . N . 4 .t \ ., . - e . . N . . - , ) .
. . . ) - . . N . P . . © o
Tt is i tifesting to motel in»gp}s Tegdrd, the vatriety
» ¥ P _— . e N A . v . ' - ' .
1

.
v’
M

. . an ot "“'- g‘ e o T
of private rgccrds'pccurriﬁgqinfnqtebhokefdrm which,; because
' o . . . . » . 4 v > ‘h . -
4 M TR :

. . N H - .. ' *
‘ . N Y - L) . . . N ..o e .
, of their conngﬁt&én”w1th‘pen§qns~of'SQme‘pYomlnence,z have « <

~ K i S - :
+ . 4 . T . . ‘. L. A j . . . .
-

tive title used: forgeditiofis. of ‘the diaries:of John ' urrough; .
“Emerson), Haﬁihorn%;%dereau}.aqd'Hesley;'ﬂobe(ﬁélek own,.

* abridgmen® was Amima Poetas, from the Unpublished Nogebooks of
Samuel T#Yylor Coleridge, .€d. "Ernest Hart]ey Coleridge (New.
York: HoughtO . MIfflin,. 1895): ~Asgood recdi abridgment is
The Journal of -John Wesley, ed. Percy 'Livipgstone. Parker -(Chi-,

.»'cagor’ MopdyﬂPfgss,wn“dt): YN a7 ;

. 1 ~ .‘;,:- R é‘ E . g'-.. ‘_‘{ "“ . d:- ' Ta . . . " -
*. ~" This usually excludes ‘corrglpondence

: ual; , which is fre- .
© quently; saved as a, form. of personal 'record, either by the, reci-
pient or by-.the sgnﬁbf\in'gdmerﬁopieﬂ.ferm (hapndwritten, fitst:
draft,'garbdn‘qopY;'Legtegb#ess'ﬁopXHQT; fost retently, photo-

. © copy).- Jeffersbﬁ;’wh95e=0ynZcérre§pbh§§hgp;was.bf.an enormous
T - .volu ,- observed:  "The lefters;of a.person, éspecially. one

whose ‘business,has been ‘ghiefly transacted by létters, fopm the -
o, only full apd genuine journal -of his 1ife," Jefferson Himself:
- The PerSonal 'Narrativé .qf’a Many-Sided & erifan, ed., Bernard
- Mayo (Chanlqttesvil13?3;Uh&yéfs1ty Press of Virginia, 1972),
p. 330. ,Lewis'Chrfdlk even ’kept a ‘correspondence register, com- '
i sPrising over 98,000 efitties fsee "Eight or Nine Wise Words. aout
- - Letter Writing,?\The'ComplgteyWorRS‘Qf Lewis Larrgll (New Yqrk:
L - 7 Modern Library, 1936)). Eetters ate often published togetHer '
. ‘ with <journale. - Vast mumbers of lett€rs havé.been publjshed;.- " -
the current (1976) :"Titles" sgction of Books in. Print~idsts -
‘available books of’letters 'in nine pages of smalI'print.ﬁgAn; ;
entertaining and wide-<ranging anthdlogy is The World's Great
" Letters, ed. Charles Van Doren (New‘quk:‘:gﬁgbléday,_JQIUTT ,
—_— . . ’,1 .. , . . -

~ BT 3 af‘ _ . " . N B
. %Besides.those of authors, the personal- rotes of poli-
‘;tical figures (U.S, presidents;' Adlai Stevenson; Ghandi), .
A"‘. 4 . K .". . . j , i . "' 1 -‘ . :

‘x‘ /' ) ) o . el ..
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actually .been published.” Diarie$ and journal§y;fhg best known

d eximples’ in which keepéré record and, often’, rgflect_Bn the
* 4

o ! PR s ; ’
' detaild of their lives and.thoughts, have bee% published in .~
B N -'l .

the hundreds.l’ Othq} genresz.inclhhe: bersonal financial and

-,

busihess records (e.g., account books, ledgers, "déybooks," and e
/ ‘, 5 ) ‘ . . N . "

A phiiosophers (Berkeley, Kierkegaard, G, E. Moore,-Cardinal:New-

- man, Nietzsche; Pascdl, Wittgenstein, not to mention ancient )
philosophers such as Aristotle, Epictetus, and Marcus Aurelius,

/and 'practical" philosophers like Benjamin Franklin and William

~Penn), artists (Edgar Degas, 'Claes' Oldenburg,,painting; Louis I

\Kahn, architecture; Martha Grahagt, ballet; Lednardo da Vinci), X . -
dramatists (Chekhov, Ionesco), ‘Zomposers ,(Bach, Beethoven, Stra- .
vinsky), and scientists-(Einstein, Newton), have all been,repro-
duced in published form, . ‘

‘ - R ‘ Vo
) lwa especially fine anthologies of diaries contain %ull.
bibliographic references. A Treasury of thé World's Great
*Diaries, eds. Philip Dunaway and Mel Evans (Garden City, New

: York: Doubleday, 1957), contains’ short selections from some "
~~ egghty-fiVe diaries (unfortqggtely,.it is ‘out’ of print). A R IR
more recent' compilation, Revelations: Diaries of Women, eds.

Mary. Jane ‘Moffat.and CharJotte Painfer (New York: Vintage

Bopks, 1975), produced*by two feminist authors, contains excerpts
from thirty-two diaries of women. Some bibliographic guides 5dﬁ'
published diaries have been prepared.by William Matthaws: :

S American Diarjes: An Annotated Bibliography of American ‘'Dia-
:i " ries Written PrFor to #he Year 1861 {Boston: Canner, 1959); .
British Diaries: An Annotated Bibliography of British Diaries ° o

"Writtep Between I447-13947 (London: - Peter Smith, Y950); and
. Canadian’Diaries and Autobiographies (Berkeley: University of .
> . California*Press, 1950). \ - ’ ’

]

‘ . - o !
] szhere is oné set of published papers that,is particu-
larly ,outstanding in the variety of records <t presents and the ,
| 2 ) detail in which it reproduces them: - The Papers of. Woodrow Wilw - .
son, ed. Arthur-S. Link (Princetom: Rrinceton University Press,
1966),. Woodrow'Wilson, with the aid of typewriting and short--
ﬁand;(which he taught himself by studying manuals of "phono- _ . T
N graphy"), produced a mountain of documerts .during his lifetime,, .
- most of .which he saved. Besides official records, the Papers s
incltde pérsonal items su¢h as marginal notes written in EooEs.

) and ﬁrticIés;,correSpondeﬁce; scrapbooks; desk calendars and . . ’
: diaries; lissts of clothes, bqoks, and furniture Used whep moying;
expense 1lis (copied into ledgers from pocket notebooks); ) ) A

‘ ‘classroom notey and drafts of ‘undergraduate essays; research
notes; notes fqr. lectures and speeches; course syllabir used when'

Wilson taugh t,Bryn Mawr, Wesleyan, and Princeton--thé list R
S . o . o .
W : - .o . batl
. s * . o . . «
3 - = t 20 — / ) ‘o
. ¢ . ' T S ‘ -‘}
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.pocket expense books;” academic and studious record§;z house -

'hold ivecords";3 personal schedules, aggﬁ&d%, and plans (as for

' goes’ on and on. Surely this comes closer than anything else .
, ever publishdd to beirg a complete personal archive!
. 1”Miscellaneous Business Memoranda' preserved in a
pastebook,are published ,selectively, along with receipt books
J2nd a "Shop Book" in The Papers of Benjamin Franklin, ed. Lec- .
i’ﬂthW. Labarte (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1959). See
alsg"Marvin Kitman, George Washington's Expense Account (New -
York: Ballantine, 1970) ;"Mayo, pp. 18-19, 72; Fyodor Dostoev-
- sky, The.Unpublished Dostoevsky:

Diaries and Ndtebooks (1860-
81), ed.. Carol F. Proffer, 3 vols. (Ann Arbor: Ardis, I973);
fferson Davis, The Papers of Jefferson Davis, Vpl: 1:

1808-"
1840, eds. HaskelI M. Monroe and James T. McIntosh (Baton Rouge:
.Louisiana State University Bfess, 1971), pp. 3-4; "Fitzgerald's
Ledger," Fitzgerald/Hemingway Annual, ed. Matthew J. Buccoli
(n.p.: NCR Microcard Editions, 1971), pp.. 3-31. See, too,

"Lord Ryron's’ Financial Difficulties" by William Maxwell in The / ¢
New Yorker 51 (May 31, 1975):86-98. . ' ’ :

Ve

I 2See, for examﬁle, Thoreau's grade and atteffdance
records. (weekly class reports, prayer bills, rank scales, and
term hooks) in Thoreau's Harvard Years: Materials Introductory

[

to New Explorations:

Record of Fact and Background, ed. Ken-

neth Cameron (Ha;tford:
Davis in Coaduct Reports (p.

Transcendental Books,

s, 1966); Jefferson
14ff) and Merit Rell (p. 28) at

West P int’ in Daviy; Woddrow’Wilsqn's class~and le¢ture notes
in Wilson; undergraduate nqtébooks and essays in Gerard Manley

. Hopkins, Journals and Papetrs, ed. Humphrey House,

"completed by

+Graham Storey (London, New York:
1959); and- the.notes of students

Oxford University Préss,
,in Josiah Royce's Seminar,

19131914, as Recorded in the Notebooks of ‘Harry T. Costello,
»ed.” Grover Smith (New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers University
Press, 4963%) and Wittgénstein: Lectures and Conversations on
Aesthetics, Psychology and Religdious Belief, ed. Cyril Barrett
(Berkeley: Univérsity of California Press, 1967).

! v
) . 3Wilson's inventories-in the
and’ '"Garden" booky; and fWe 1ifrary

. <

Papers; Jefferson's "Farm"
( catalogs of Edward Gibbon,
The Library of Edward Gibbon, ed. Geoffrey Keynes (London:

made card catalog made with

playing cards; and John~Locke, -The

Joha'than Capé,.IQd&?, which includes a picture of Gibbon's home-

:Library of John Lodgke, eds. John Harrison 'and Peter Lasleri
*(London: “Oxford Unfiversity Press, 1971). An interesting pos%-
mortem inventory is|that of the library of J. 'S. Bach, published .
in The Bach Reader, \rev. ed., eds. Hans T. David and Arthur Men-
-del” (New York: Norton, 1966). . ‘ : '

- - -
- v

-
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private studies);” and reljgious and devptional memoranda.” ’N

R

Records more distinctive to literary adithors are the workbooks ~

in which they enter idéés for wr{t{ng as they‘come,3 chartﬁﬁldns
. . . E ” P

'William Hickling Prescott, The lliterary Memofanda of
William Hickling Prescott, ed. and intro. by C. Harvey Gardi-
ner, 2 vols. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1961),;
W. Baker, "George Eliot's Projected Napoleonic War Novel: An
Unnoted Reading List,” Nineteenth Century Fiction 29 (March
1975):453-§9. - R

-

N
¥

2A'sd§prising example is Thomas Wolfe's "Covenant with

. God," written at)Harvard on the approach of his twenty-first

birthday in The Notebooks of Thomas Wolfe, eds. Richard S.
Kennedy and Paschal Reeves,, 2. vils. (Chapel Hill: University
of North Carolina Press, 1970). See also Samuel Johnson,
"Prayers and Meditations," Johnsonian-Miscellanies, reprint
of 1877 edition, edited by George Birbeck Hill, 2 vols. (New
York: Barnes and Noble, 1966), or Samuel Johnson, The Yale
Edition of the Works of Samuel Johnson, vol. 1: Diaries,
Prayers and Annals, eds. E. L. McAdam with Donald-Hyde and
Mary Hyde (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1958); Soren
Kierkegaard, Soren Kierkegaard's Journals and Papers, ed. and
trans. Howard V. Hong and Edna H. Hong, 4 vols. (Bloomington: 2
Indiana University Press, 1967}; Peter Marshall, Mr. Jones,

Meet the Master (New York: Revell, 1950) [sermon notes]; ' A
D. L. Moody, Notes from My Bible (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker, ’
1975); and Marjie Mefjanie Rouget [Marie No¥l], Notes for Mys®lf

(Notes Intimes), trans. Howard Sutton (Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell

University Press, 1968). ' * -

3See ﬁenry James, The Notebooks of Henry James, eds.
F. 0. Matthiessen and Kenneth S. Murdock (New York: Oxford <
University Press, 1947), or Thomas Merton, The Asian Journal
of Thomas Merton, eds. Naomi Burtiﬁ, Patrick Hart, and James

. Laughlin (New York: New Directiong, 1973), and Thomas Merton,

Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander /(Garden City, N.Y.: Double-

. day, 1966). The notebooks of Coleridge, Twajn and Wolfe will

413 be seen to be of this type. -

/ ’ T . 1" _
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for works,1 dra¥t and revise work§,2 or-make fair copies of

. L4 )
final vers’lons.3 N " '

.
.r .
» N - -

1See P. D. Herring, "Dickens" Monthly Number Plans for
Little Dorrit," Modern Philology 64 (August 1966):22-63.
(Another set of PFlans in diagram form are Joseph Heller's. plans
for Catch-22 which were drawn dh a large desk blotter. ‘They
are shown on the front cover of The Catch-22 Casebook, eds.
Frederick Kiley and Walt@r McDonald (Newt York: Crowell, Case-
book Series, 1973).) Also see John Milton, The Works of John
‘xMilton, gen. .ed. Frank Allen Patterson .(New York: sColumbia
university Press, 1931-38), and especially "Out}ine
for Tragedies," 18:228-46. Franklin, 2:9-10, compares plan-
ning one's life to outlining a piece.of, writing: 'Those who
write of thé art of poetry teach us that if we would write what’
may be worth the reading, we ought always, before we begin, .to
form a tegular plan and design of our piece; otherwise, we :
shall be in danger of ‘incongruity. I am apt to think it is the
same as to life. "IL,have never fixed a regular design in life, -
by which means it hds been a confused véfiety of different -
scenes. I am now entering upon a new one: let me, therefore,
make some resolutions, and form some scheme of action, that,
henceforth, I may live in all respects like a rational crea-
ture,"("Plan of Conduct,".1726).

«

2Samuel Butler, Samuel Butler's Notebgpks, eds. Geof-
frey Keynes and Brian Hill (London: Cape, 19 s Raymond
Chandler, The Notebooks of Raymond Chandler, and English um-
mer: A gothic Romance, preface by Frank MacShane (New/York:
Ecco Press, 1976); Percy Bysshe Shelley, Note Books from the
Originals in.the Library of W. K. Bixby, Teprint of.the 1911
edition, deciphered, transcribed and edited, -with a full com-
‘mentary, by H. Buxton Forman, 3 vols. (New York: "Phaeten
Press, 1968). By far the finest examples of workbooks are the |
notebpooks of Dostoevsky, edited by Edward Wasiolek and pub- -
lished by the University of Chicago Priess. Five notebooks have
‘been issued so far, each tracing the QOmpoyitional process
behind ope of DostoevsKy's novels: Crite and Punishment (1967),
The Idiot-(1967), The Possessed (1968), A Raw Youth (1969), and
The Brothers Karamazov 971). All the notebooks fo be dis- -
cussed in the next chapter (except the notes of Bdcon, Milton
and Hardy) will be seen to include early drafts of works.

' §See, for instance, William Blake, The Book of Thel: A
Facsimile and.a Critical Text, ed. Nancy Bogen (Providence:
Brown University Press, 1991); Robert Burns, Robert Burns' Com-
monplace Book, 1783-1785, Reproduced in Facsimile from the
Poet's Manuscript, Etc. (Glasgow: Gowans and Gray, Limited,
1938); and T. §. Eliot, Wasteland: Facsimile and Transcript,
ed. Valerie Eliot (New York: -Harcourt, Brace Jovanovich,

. 1974) . - . "

- »
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. The interest that authars' notebooks, in particular,

13 -t

h&ld for readers m;y work on several levels. There‘is;‘of
'course,)ﬂslue for  the literary étudent in these materials;
notebooks are frequently us%ﬁyl in trgcihg éhe 6rig%§-of : /
important ‘ideas in a writer's work, or in giving ‘information

about the keeper's intellectual develoﬁment., Next, there is

-

the educational and entertainment value of the conten%;(of the
notebooRs. In some cases, these records, with their editqrial
additions, could provide almost a liberal education in thgm-

: . \ . .
selves, but in others the notebooks are simply good reading;

the rough state of expression often characteristic of them
. \ *
,(Joan Didion speaks bf "bits of the mind's string too short to

uge")1 lends them a peculiar charm andﬂimmediacy.z Many are,
as one editor expressed it, '"like experience itself--a lively

disorder of events and impressions whose very juxtaposition can
ey s

o : : S
, 13oan Didion, "Best Selling Novelist Teils Why She -
Keeps a Notebook: Excerpt from 'Slouching Towards Bethlehem,'"
Writers Digest .(December 1971), p. 27.

2Aﬁatole France's On _Life and Letters, First Series,
discusses this topic in '"The Journal of the Concourts'" (New
York:, John Lane, 1911)r This sense of immediacy has also been
presé’ved in the '"Table'Talks" of such figures as Bronson
Alcott, Beethoven (Konversationshefte), Coleridge, Goethe
(Conversations), Hazlitt, Johnson, Luther, &nd Shaw. See, in
addition, Boswell's records of conversation with prominent per~
sons he knew in Boswelliana: The' Commonplace Book of James
Boswell, memoir and annotations by Rev. Charles Rogers (London:
Printed for the Grampion, Club, 1874), as -well as the "Apotheg-
mata and Records of Conversatiomn," in Milton, The Works of John
Milton, 18:364-93. Rulers have taken advantage of the appeal °
of.a collection of personal sayings in The_ Sayings of Chairman
Mao and the Table Talks'of Hitler. Even literary gleanings:
like The Analects of Confucius convey a sense of ihtimacy; -
similarly, th% 'dialogue'" form of exposition has been used as
a teaching technique at least since Plato.' . . . ﬁ}

= * -
/ ) ‘ - ,
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be reffeéhing."l, Thoreau's opinion'was that the rough-hewn,
~ s b - X

fragmentary character of metebook entries was an asset: i
‘I do not know but that thoughts written down thus ,n 'l

journal might. be printed *in the same form with greater
advantage than if the selected ones were brought together
into separate essays. They are now allied to life and are
seen by the reader not to be far-fetched : . . Perhaps I
shall never find so good a setting for my thoughts as I-
shall have taken them out of. The crystal never sparkles
more brightly than in the caverm.?’ ' '

(Virginia‘ Woolf likewise sﬁoke of "diambndé in Fhe dﬁstheap'{3
and Henry James called his notebooks "rude cradles"? in which
his god&.zgeas Pgerms"]woke'up.). Emerson eve5 thoughf that,
‘ﬁovels\Voul be replaced by 'diaries or autobiographies, cap-
'tivatingugooks."s ‘

. .But finally, even when }hey are pf little literary con-
sequencé, the private memoranda;of authors carry w;th them a ;
certain §gbjfctive human interest Vélue:_ Notebooks bring‘;n
author very clése to the reader as a person.n They share qhé

‘ L W .
interest of personal photographs, manuscaipts, memorabilia,
} ’, - « [
small aft}cles of dress, jewelry, and other persdnal item;E6
. ‘ ‘ -~ by

,1Chaﬁd1er, p. 1. ' L kjf*‘éﬁ

2Thoreau; quoted in "Introductionjzo Dover E&Ifi A"
in Hefry David Thoreau,. The Heart 'of Thordau's Journals, ed.-
» 0dell Shepard (New York:  Dover, 1961), p. vili. e

3yoffat, p. 13. 'J4Jame$,rp. xi." 5Moffat, p. 400.

‘6An increasing number of. 'pictorial biographies" bring
personal effects such as these to the attention of modern
readers. In addition to showing articles related to the
author's literary activities (such as -manuscripts, Ietters,
etc.), ®hey usually include photographs'or paintings of the
biggraphee!s usual surroundings (from work rooms and libraries,
with writing desks and inkstands,.to'the various homes of the
-author, showing both places of residence and'.the cities or
rural areas of which they were a part), and photographs, engrav-

v b ‘ C, ) . ‘ "'*
25 ¢ ’ "
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".Farm_Book, ed. Edwin Morris Betts (Princeton:

" by the way that published versf%ns of notebooks reflect th%

" clearly upon it, but it is never possible to transmit all jts

e % S

. , ‘ o
¥ . , ‘ ' 1'5 ! N . R R .

. ' : 2\
Their close personal tie with the person who kept them has‘an

irherent drawing power; reading them somehow creates an illu-

\ ! -

sion of participation in a way that finishéd works rarely ¢an.:
' ) . * . r .
This illusion may be-heightened td a greater or lesser extemt
physical characteris%&af?ﬁrthe;original hand-produ!gd manu-
. el . 2 L -
seripts.’ If it .is nothing .else, 3 nhotebook is the vestige of

.

a unique ﬁuman personality with the stamp of indiviqualtity—
N

A

qualities in a mass-produced. grticle-~how could a facsimile

convey the smell of the ink, or a transcription the feel of the

pages? o s N

’

N4

but most are trans-

’ -Some notebooks exist in facfsimile,1

~

cribed. ‘Transcriptions often reproduce the verbal contents of

’

the orjginal more'legibly than the words were first written.
’ ! - | ) L. . ;‘gw i - ‘ .
Editors choose different methods for e€tablishing a text and

for translating an author's 4page design'into'printer's design,
depending upon the intended pu;pose‘of the publication. A

i L A

ings, portraits, etc., of the author's associates. The YStudio.
Book" series of the Viking Press includes books of this ﬁind,
for example: Jane Austenm and Her World (1969), Henry James,
ed. Harry T. Moore (1974), ard Keats and Hi$ World i{§71i./
Other good examples are Timothy O0'Sullivan, Thomas Hardy: Kh
Illustrated Biography (London: Macmillan, 1975); Douglas-
Gilbert, and Clyde S. Kilby, C. S. Lewis: Images of His World
(Grand Rapids, Mich.: W. B, Eeérdmans, L073); (though npot™ ™ -
a strictly literary example) Robert Craft, Bravo,’' Strdvinsky!
(Cleveland: , World, 1967); D. H.- Lawrence and His World (London:
Thames and Hudson, 1966); Roland M. Frye, Shakespeare’s Life’

-andsTimes: A Pictorial Record (Princeton: Princeton University
Press, 1967). . . .

S 111 the notebooks cited in footnote 3, p:
are in facsimile.

12, above,
See also Thomas Jefferson, Thomas Jefferson's

[N

Princetoniphi—

v

26

versity Press, 1963).

-
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ﬁfanscriptdon may present a'clean text as read by.the editor
e {especially if it is intended .as a_popular edttion) -or it may*
. » . [y . &

: present variant readings at great-length for scholgrly study 1 .

-

~ Some editions attempt to reproduc% certain peepllar1t1es of the

»

text typbgraphlcally (perhaps supplemented w1th photographs),

such as the manner 1n which the wr1t1ng and 225551ona11y

'sketches and doodles %ge ldid out on the original pages3

-

and -
[ J

LK

in the marg1ns4 or the mi{ 1ﬂ|wh1ch passages are deleted and

,: emended 5 In addition, edltors Supply varying amounts of back-

H
o

ground information about authofs' notes, predictably,, the more

mfnutely transcribed specimens contain the most editorial v o

L aJparatus 6

- . -t

That certain authors, have kept nd%ebooks is a common I

—— -

'_blographlcal detail that has been 1gnored by scholarshlp to. a

surprising extent. There ex1st many articles 1n learned jour-.

N

. 1Compare the notebooks of Colerldge and Emerson with’
those of Charles Baudeldire, Intimate.Journals (Hollywood: <
‘Marcel Rodd, 1947) and Gustav FTaubert, Intimate Notebooks, .
1840-1841, trans Francis Steegmuller (New York: Doubleday,
‘]!;i;;i v -

-

N hd ’ N
- . \ ©
- - N ' . L4 -
-~ 2

““See the notebooks of Emerson and Coleridge. _

. - 3As with Coleridgels’notebooks ;
. ‘o ¢

ol CoC ATwo .examples are Emerson's notebooks and Martha Graham,
_“The . Notebookrggf Martha ‘Graham (New York: Harcourt, Brace

1Ch,

SSee Dostogvsky's _notebooks ,as we11 as Simone Well ._
nd Last Notebooks,. trans. Richard Rees (Lopdon, New v
xford Un1ver€}ty Press, .1970), a, translation o£.the IR

Y

X <A . . .mﬁ e
x ] L Py r P -

_ Lo

- . Notetthat the records 0% Coleridge and of John‘ﬁhl{b ‘;
("Milton"s Commonplace Book," .in John Milton: Lomplete PgoS; yﬂ N

- Works, gen. ed. {on M. Wolfe (New Haven: YaTe* University

) cont/;n/a much ed1tor1a1 matter as they. do orlgg

- notations. L. ey L 8.
- ’ : , . . oLt Lo : )(,,_.o_,.fvﬁ‘fg

Y




nals t$at degtribe‘such notebooks, but almost none of them is,

4 -
written from a comparative standpoint (this excludes diaries,

.- L
about which comparative studies pave been reportedl.l’ Further- )
more, these articles focus on the authors and their work, the

notebooks serving only to illuminate them. To anyone inter-

£

‘ested in ﬁersoﬁgl records in “their own right,jhowever,.the time
is ripe to fochs on tﬁé'notebpoks themselves, Eveén those more
:integestediin’the strictly_litenafy-a§p§cts of noteboék; stand
to gain from a c&mparativg investigation of notebooks: a *
genérél view of how authors.prepa}e"mechanidEI'gids for %he -
" selves and use them in their wotk ié'akid to'éxf;ting studies
‘of authors' sources and.of;their‘coﬁpositional processes. It

*is..true that-.notebooks are tool?, not literary products,. but,
‘all the yays that authors read, earmark, dopy,-file, organize,

-

‘cbmpile;gnd review information--with or without the aid of

o‘."» . . N . .
records~§is of interest to students of literature.2 Of greater

B ‘\ ol i\ = L - S e

PN ' o -7 . e .

o See, for example, two articles:* Peter Boerner, "The

~-Significance of the Diary gmn Modern \kiterature " and Earl
Miger's "Literary Diaries‘and the Boundartes of Literature,"

. in the Yearbook of Comparative and Géneral Literature 21 (n.p.:
Indiana University Press, 1972):41-45 and 46-51, respectively.
A monographic- study of diaries is .Das Tagebuch und der Modefne

’

~

t (Uwe Schultz, 1965). N &

| éutor, eds.  Hans Werner Richter, Wolfgang Koeppen,- and Arno
L chmid ‘ ’

.. . ) .
. 2Such information has usually not.been volunteered bye.
authors thHemselves but must be discovered through research..
The genheral reluctance on the part of ‘'successful artists and )
intellectuals t® reveal details of the creative proccesses by,
which they produce their works has be&n noted by seme cqmmenta-
tors. See "Leonardgflla Vinci" in the "Essays" of Paul Valéry,
Collected Works, ed. Jackson Matthews (New York: Pantheon,
//~\n.d.) on artists; .Jacques. Barzun "The Scholar Looks at the
‘ Library," College'and Research Libraries 7 (1946):113-17 n
scholars; and "graft of.a.Preface for the Flowefs of EvidF in
.. Charles Baudelaire, The Flowers of Pvil: A Selection; eds. .

~ . . " . L]
. - 0® . <

8 . -, . ~ L. R

A - . . 1 e . -
. " R ] ‘, ) \ .28 . . s A, . - 7
B . ' .. _ . L - . -t

Q‘.‘ \J © ” _‘5 . . - ’




.

T

, . ¢ 2 1
other events are commented upon.

E} @ ’
¢ ~\\' (;J . 118
- v

relewance here, howevFr, is the fact that a comparison of .

authors' notebooks represents a $tep, small though it is,
* “ - , .

towards’a comparative history ¢f personal record keeping.
/ S ‘ ”
. . /

The Present Strategy

3 ! . ; e
The Scope of Research ~

4
Ld

The present investigation js a study of publihed

notebooks of literary authors; mo;} specific%lly, it focuses
. . |

-

: , ‘ ' .
.on records of rqading\made in such notebooks. Reading notes

. were chosen a$ d feature of content that could be easily recog-
’/“—' ’ ’

nized and compared from case to case. Records of one's reading,
/

of course, can be recorded. anywhere that writing can be uéed,
but in authors' notebooks, .reading tends to be ﬁafumented in-a
- / e

)

few distinctive wayg. First, records of reading may occur as

{

]
part. of general diaries of events, obsei;;;ions, and ‘reflec-

tions.

In such cases, mention of one's “eading experiences is

frequently regular, detailed, and made in much the same way as

-

Seme diariQ§ are "intellec-

Marthiel and Jackson Matthews (New York: New Directions, 1955),
pp. xv-xvi, on authors. ) \
.o 1ood examplés,»othqr ‘than ones to be seen, are John
Wesley; Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Diary by E. B. B.: the

- Unpublished Diary of Elizabeth Barrett Barrett [sic], 1831-

1832, eds. Philip Kelley and Ronald Hudson (Athens: ORio Uni-
versity Press, 1967); William Byrd, The Secret Diary, of William
Bryd of Westover, 1709-1712, eds. Louis B. Wright and Marion
Tinling (Richmond: Dietz iPress, 1941) and-Another Secret Diary
of William -Byrd 'of Westovef for the Years 1739-1741, ed. Maude
H. Woodfin, dgcoded by Marion Tinling (Richmond: Dietz Press,
1942); and Dorothy Wordsworth, The Journals of Dorothy Words-
worth, repﬁintlof 1953 pditizn, edited by E. DeSeTlincourt,

2 vols. (Hamden, Copn.: Shee String, 1970). v )

-y
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~-tion, markings of- such figures as Beethoven,

‘.
2 ~

. .7 o A S .’ | Y 4 N
tual journals,'" devoted principally to matters touching the
. . ‘ :

.~ life of the mind, in which on€'s own thoughts may be fingled

- . - . Y .
with_}déas drawn from rea@ing.; _Second, there ate all-purpose

notebooks, sueh as travelers keep, in.which“reading notes imay
»~ A

be entered along with a thousand othér "(often.lesser) mattéfssz

-

Third, there are éeparate notebooks in which notes onrgzgding,,
often arr;ngbd under ‘topical headings,3 are made. The-note-. ~

gooks to be studied here will be seeh to be mainly of thé ggcond
4. ’

and third types. j

'Séﬁecting,the materials to be compared in this study- - .

proceeded as follows. First, a largé'body of published materi-.

L]
—i—

-
-

1F.or example, Edward Gibbon, Gibbon's Journal to Janu-

ary 28th, 1763, My Journal-I, II, § ITI and Ephemerides (Lon- ~

don: Chatto & Windus, 1929). . -

. W -
%See Washiﬁgkon Irving"s Journals and Notebooks, ed.

Nathalia Wright (Madison: University of Wisconsiit Press,
1969), and both works .of Themas Merton already cited.

.
-

3see Sougﬁéy. - o

\ ’ ; ’ R
- 4It would be a pity not to méntionlgif only in passing,’
an additional kind of .reading record ‘that ‘¥s easy to overloook:
marginalja. The bo%}s of some readers become virtual reading
notebooks{ in ghemseIves as comments are_entered in the margins
and flylepves. The markings of a number of literary figures
have beern/ published, but unfortunately not systematical enough
or in sufficient amounts to' support a study of them based on
secondary soégtes. The "marginalia' of Coleridge, Poe and Mel-
ville have sp&®ial importance in literary studies. See '"margin-
alia"'in C. Hugh Molman, A Handbook to Literature, 3d ed. N
(Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 197Z), .pp. 303-4, based on thé
original by William #lint Thrall anﬁ*Addison<gibbgrd. In addi-
‘ obert Frost,
Gabriel Harvey, J. S. Mill, Milton, Swift, Yeat$, Voltaire, and
Wordsworth haye all been traps¢ribed and commented gpon. See
enitgies under "MARGINALIA'f in Humanities Indgx for current and
retrospective articles. An especially interesting stuydy is -
i?@cke's'Librarﬂ Practice: " Shelving, Marking, Chtaloguing-}',
P

ooks," pp. 30-42, and "Addendum: Signs and Conventions," .
p. 63-65, in Locke, Library. - . .

LN
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als tﬂht seemed in some way to consist of the "notebooks of. ‘
11terary é; hors" was 1dent1f1ed bIbllographlcally and as many
of them as possible were examlned flrsthand Blbllographlcal-

searchlng1 involved-a survey.of the cprrent g!’ks in Pr1nt and
Cumulgtlve Book Index, as wellfas the cagalogs of the Univer-.
sity of Chieagpo E;brary and of the Newberry. L1brary (51nce the
11br;r1es v1rtually dupllcated edch other's holdlngs, subse-

‘quent 1nvest1gat10n was restr1cted.to the resources at the Uni-

/

A : .
versity of Chicago). Retrospective‘searching in, the;Natidnal

" Union Catalog was deemed unlikely &o increase th& list of sig-

nlflcant sources apprec1ab1y For background readlng,\the com-

’

p1ete runs of Poole s Index, International- Iggex Nand Humanities .

5 “'
ost xecent

Index wexe searched (most fruitfully pnder.the,terms E;THORS'

NOTEBOOKS and COMMONPLACE BOOKS) and the langest'and-

A . .

articles were read. - ) e
Scannlng the. notebooks themselves showed that most of’
them had been kept by Btltxﬁh and Amerlcan authors.? The humanr’

ties literature also clustered about British and Ame:‘can

sources. In light of this, it seemed’natural to restrict the

. -
— v L
\

projected comparispﬁ to the records of Anglo-American authors.

L2l

1T1t1e searching under "Cpmmonplace Book(s) . "

"Journal(s) . . ," and "Notebook(s) . . ." and subJect.search-"
ing under COMMONPLACE BOOKS-and NOTEBOOKS. - o

Ihls statement probably reflects the cultural’ limita-
*tions of American library resourceS. There ‘does seem to be a
large body of French nbtebooks in published form (e.g., Baude-
laire, Camus aubert, Gide, Pascal, Robesplerre, and Vol-
ta1§?f"“as ﬁezflas German (Goethe, Llchtenberg, Nietzsche, and
Wittgenstein), and Russian ones (Chekhov and Dostoevsky). All
of these, with the exceptions of Goethe, Lichtenberg, and
Robespierre, exist im English editions.
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' list ‘of notebooks:

y ' N [ 21

If then- remalned only to chooseiliom among the severa1 dozen
notebooks thatjfell'lnto this chtegory. . .
. . I
" .

Core of Siénificant Notebooks . .

- Three criteria were app11ed to determlne the f1na1
- A

hength, extenslveness of scholarly anno -

’/ftation' and 1nterest Fufther, it was decided to limit the

1

sample slze to e1ght authors and, perhaps arb1trari1y, t
3

# ance the 11st w1th four British and four- Amerlcan authors

ba1-

o lo-«'l. "“

The authors whose records were finally selected wereﬂv

»,

Franc1s Bacon-

(1561 1626)‘ .

John Milton

(1608-1674)

Ralph Waldo- Emerson
Henry David Thoreau
~ Mark Twain,
- Thomas Hardy
Thomas Wolfe

.-Points of+Comparison - ' :

~
- “In‘each case’,

R, s " Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772-1834)

(180,3-1882)
(1817-1862)

< (1845-1910)

(1840-1928)
(1900-1938)

-
.

14

infofmation was sought and reported about:

(.

Thereircumstances in which notekeeping as a personal
habit or practice was taught and 1earned
dividual was

mpte@»t b?g n
T€ ftfequlred in schoo dogs

reading of someone el

1nsp1red by
's do1ng 1t7 etc. ); /

(2)

(3)

1

The method learned and develope
form and arrangemﬁﬁt of entries (
authors Tead? verPatim quotations?
‘entry; significant  changes as,the
a personal style that syited him;
changed with t1me” and

“If how,
ted and used, especially i¥
into the 1nd1v1dua1‘s own writing.

for notekeeping;
lists of titles and
? etc.); habits of
individual developed
the way each method

and Tor what purposes the notes were consul-
thq8y were incorporated

r

H

’

-

nﬂtes%gz.h ;ﬂ‘*/’ k?

v




"Antiquarian"Orithation' . )
Since tgg.sample 51ze used 1n7thqf study was qu;fe

smallland sintce dach of the specimens differed in the amdunt,
“and kind qf information it prOvided, this study dou1¢ only

present the'readily‘availaole evidence for Qhﬁg it might sﬁoﬁ,
without attemptlng to r1gorously f111 in a11 gaps as a broader

and more statlst1¢gf approach m1ght warrant. Thls old-style,

"anthuarlan" method of exposition was deemédléppropriate both
. to the nature’ of the\eVidepEe (infor;ation that exists in isor*-
lated tidbits is well-suited ta an anecdotal style of presenta-

tion)1 and to the_hodest.scaleion which this study was contemjzﬂ(
. ' .

plated.

-

Strengths and Weaknesses of This Strategy

“his study .proceeded under a number of limitations.

I . - ~

.The most obvious of them was the limired number of authors con-
sidered; a@lmost nobhiii could De-said about.only eight writers

that.could be safely applied to authors inegenerél Literary
—_ -~ ‘
f

<« nbtebooks are not even an 1mportant kind of régord for some

| . I

authors, and some may keep "notebooks" that have no ostensible

~ N ] ’ . ©
."literary' pur oses. Second comparison among notekeepers was
Yy purp p E/ g p

based almost ent1re1y upon 1nformatlon supp11ed by the'publlsﬁed

P

-notebooks themselves (in *the texts or the ed1tor1a1 add1t10ns), .

\

although in some cases additional- sources happened to be known

.
b

and. were consulted. Notebooks are published unsystematically

by many different poblishers end,»és has been—noted, they exem-

¢

The writer is indebted to W. Boyd Raywar& for h}s
-assurances to thlS effecCt.
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plify a variety of editorial practices. Editors present evi-
, . 5 - * . . ‘ P
dence selectively, with the,idea of illuminating the figure
- v " - -
who left it, not with a c0mparat1ve study of records in mind
< . X Sometimes:they negléﬂi to comment on aspects of the author s
N 3 EM 2 . “
notekeeping habits tHat are relevant~to this discussion; )

b : ) ’ ' ) ( L N . -
T strictly parallel information about’ each author, therefore,"
) ° | v s . .
was not always available and it wai beyond .feasibility to sys-

1 in 3]l gaps in ‘the final-

- ¢

mosaic. In some cases, for example, it was not clear what pro-

tematically locate information to

portion of wan author s readinganotes surv1ved in: the notebooks .
Surely most of the notebooks.represented only a sma}l fraction
of the notes about reading that were made and .saved during an
( author's lifetime. Besides, a '"notebook" is rarely an isolated -
instrumeht of record but is usually only & part .of the'corbus
K ~of an author“s papers that may remain ‘inrarchival form.  The

larger context of information:handling in which ‘each author
- . N
worked\shdﬁever ~may not have been mentioned by his editors, !

¥

and in such cases there was n ch01ce/but to pass: silently over e

¥

the isgion.
~ omiss

. Counterbalancing these difficulties were the attrac- .

ftions and advantages of studying secondary sources. That these ,

P

R were a. convenient mass of séurces to handle and consult goes >
l

without saying, but their panticular ‘value here 1ay in the wide .

(survey of practices they facilitated. Ahis is in contrast to
what ceuld have been learned from_dggiﬁhezing—the-f&ding«sefipt—-a___g_
- of one or two notebooks in an archive. Besides, since many of -

them were prepared for the very purpose of research, these note--
. ’ a

k. y
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books comntained introductory essays and editorial comments

that broﬁght’together many dqtails thdt would have been

r

extremely costly to learn about f1rsthand Considering thé - N~
-

level of.'summary desired in this study, it would have been a
- pity to neglect information so.readily supplied. -‘Actually, it
seemed préﬂature to study origfnal‘nanuscripts when published - ~

1iteratﬁre already abounded with so many ununified details.

‘

That these materials'had been published and were bound to-be
w1déJy knownr (especially fo persons interested in 11terature),.

further suggested that a synthetlc view of them would be more

- )

welcome and worthwhlle than a mere unearthlng of new archival

-sources. Moreover, it was gratifying to reflect that, if some

persons, after'readiné this %tudy,.shouidwtake an interest in
),\- seeing the'notebookslthemselves, threy would find the search foi~

- : . - . .
them short and painless; these materials are widely-held in

cqllege anderesearch lfbraries;and, besides, are fairly cheap
‘to obtain. .\\ ’ o ‘ s

Its limitations asidé, one purpose of this presentation
& ’ * 4

was to suggest ideas that,might be further pprsued in a more
rigorous and expansive study. /

The Plan of ThistThesis . PR , .

' ) r . %
S The follow1ng chapter ‘presents eight case studles/off”’”fﬁffﬂ‘q

AR e e e e o

e e L e e A e '
X ///authors as keepers of read1ng notes. Because it-is difficult
1) <

to group- the notebooks according to "types," the organlzatlonf'

.

—_— of‘the chapter follows the chronologlcai order of the b1rth-

dates of the authors: As far—as the available notebooks and a °

number of readily-accessible other sogrces permit, the chapter

» L 4

\ ) ' o . . R
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explains how each author began to ‘make reading notes, the form

in which he made them, and his habits of consultlng and uslng

- -
them. As more notebioks come under dlscu551on, comparlsons

- - . i

between. specimens are advanced. Some add1t10na1 notebooks

'
-

similar to the basic works are mentloned perlpherally to serve
‘ .

€ : ~ . .t
f - illustrative purposes. The third cﬁbpter attempts‘to‘imtegrate o
these case studies into a synoptic whole ’ . v

Relation of ThlS Study to Certa1n .
Aspects of”L*braAy Sc1ence . .

. T . (9 * . —
L1brary sc1ence borders the topic now under study on
« ® : .
at least three fronts: in its investigation of the history of
records and their useTrs; in its gnvolvement with personal cog- »

nition and -the use of information; @and*in its humanistic .emphasis.
First’, many library studies have a historical orienta-
tion. Lirrary science'includes an investigation of the history

of recor' courses relatlng to the history of books, printing,

>, - .

communication,. and scholarshlp are common offerlngs in library
™~

schools. One is tempted to ask, howevér why a broad survey
* ] . gy
of the hlstory of human records so rarely treatsupersonal ones, e

-

Surely a_full- orbed study of records should give some.attentlon A

o T
Az g™

e “to records crbated and used. for personal reasons and not Just

oo

to éubllshed ones.

. i .
s . [ s ¢

Next, 11brary SC1ence has become 1nvolved.w;th a broad

~ A

class of phenopena to whlch th generlc term "personal 1nforma-

s . . ) .,

SRV SprEes N ITISUXSENETING
ey > Sary

B

om 3 Y

: lAn éXampée of this bias tdwards publlshed records can
be seen in H. Cuppy, "Human Records:. A Survey of Their His- «. X
y tory from the Beginning,'" John Rydands Library Bulletln 27 '
(December 1942):182-222. - ‘ ¢

L3 . . '] -
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N ;o N s : :
tion processing 1is sometimes applied. The expression "infor- . -

qmgfi?n processing" is é computer metaphor for-human\zgzzgﬂil' .L -
tﬁat a;pears Qith'fncreasing'freduency in textbooks ' ogni-
tive psychc;logy.2 fn view of its technical connotations it 4y
should Bé used»cautiously, but,. as it stands, the term suggests
a ugifiea bodf of\phenohéné that includes the actiye'prdé%ss ‘!
-of assimilating tﬁé contents of written records into pérsona1<
~ cognition. The completé picturé here inc%udes not only rele-
vant perceptual and attentive processes but also physical téch- —JJ

niques of document creation and managementf;' Individuals use

these techniques to enhance the availability of chosen blocks

/ 1)

1See 'Ynformation-Processing Models of Cognition" in
Earnest R. Hilgard, Richard-C. Atkinson, and Rita L. Atkinson,
Introduction to Psycholegy; Sth ed. (New York: . Harcdourt, Bracp
Jovanovich, 1975), p. 287, et seq. and ‘"Information Theory" in
Robert S. Goldenson, The Encyclopedia of Human Behavior:
Psychology, Psychiatry, and Mental Health (Garden City, New"
York: . Doubleday, 1970), 1:614-16. The cognitive, information-.
processing perspective on human behavior is at least_as g¢ld as
Epictetus, thé Greek Stoic philosopher of the first century,
A.D., although scientific formulations from this point of view
were not made until this century.~ In the:Enchiridion, com- -

piléd by his pupil, Flavius Arrian, Epictetus observes: '"You
~ask what you can call your .own? The way you handle your .
impressions." : .

-

zIwg recent examples are Barry H. Kantowitz, Human
Infefmation Processing: Tutorials in Performance”’and Cogni-
tion (New York: Wiley, 1974) and Donald A. Norman, ed.,
Memory and Attention: An Introduction fo  Human Information
rocessing (New York; Wiley, 1976)]. An interesting turn in
Secretarial work is the use of the term 'word processing" to .
* describe both traditional ¢lerical functions and computer-
assisted copying of documents (often letters) in large quantities.

3Studies of records management tend to be carried.out
by business interes® and are intended 'to.improvesthe design
efficienty of offiqﬁ methods. ' They lack the historical out-
look and, ‘usually, the personal focus of interest here. For a
typical handbook of records mandgement practices in business,
.see J. Harold Janis and Margaret H. Thompson, New Standard
Reference for Secretaries and Administrative Assistants. (New
York: Macmillan, 1972]. '

.. 3.,

. . - . v




_events repeatable.

Vtechniques may.be small, but the#r cumulative effect.can sub- -

T a strategy of information handling, and 1t has social compon-

son of the personal

- prepared to be coherent packages of meaning whose message pro-
*

tant excepti@hs), but their contgnts are seldom, ifigver, as®imi-

N ' Ce27

. ', . . . .y
or chunks of information, making certain specific cognitive .

The mo?entary advantages gained from such

stantially affect the quality and kind of one's cognitive
capabilities and prospects. _ Pgrsonal record keeping is really

ents (1ts techniques are taught learned and shared), not to L.

mention a historical dimension, that library and information
science is better suited to'study than is cognitive psychology,
where the emphasis is strietly on internal thought processes.
That liﬁrary science a1ready‘identifies with questions of per-
sonal cOgnifion and the use of information is sﬁown by articlesa/;,

as well as by
2

and book reviews. in the profe551ona1 11terature1

at 1east one course 11brary school

offered in .
\~' x

re1ates tf/}hese phenomena in 1ts compari-
' /
respons%s of a group of authors to the flow -

" This thesis

of their reading exper1enge, and it 111ustrates how material in

e v v ¢

books and ether written matter is actually.gsedvmaBooks are-

gressively unfolds~fo§'¢he reader (''reference" books dre Ampdr-
" ’ ¢

- . . » . - E— = e tay 15

1John J. Geyer and Paul ,A. Kolers, "Reading as Informa-
tion Processing," Advances in Librarianship (New York: Aca-
demic Press, 1974), pp. I75-237, and "Research in the Fields of
Reading and Communication," ed Alice Lohrer, Library Trehds- .
22 (October 1973). . .-ir ] .

2"411. PROBLEMS IN LIBRARY.AND PERSONAL INFORMATION "
. PROCESSING . . fpcus on the user, his needs and behavior: or
.-On certain aspects of mechanization [Professor:  Victor

—S.) Yngve." The Graduate Library 5c5061' University, of Chicago;
Announcements 1976-1978, vol. 76, no, 2 (August 27, 1976).

Ld
. " ~
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lated in the usual sequential order in which one encounters.
: ~ . .
’

and reads sentences, pages, etc., one after the other. ,The
mind slices up information according to the quirks of one's

. . ' 4
memory before filing it away for retentioﬁ and later recon-

’

)struction 1 Every reader plays the role of verbal pa1ette§8
mlxer and cognitive. apothecary, and re‘dlng notes prOV1de

AR
ble ev1dence that individuals proceds their read1ng experlethes

in different ways, fragmentlng'aﬂd recomblnlng them according

~

to individual habits, preferences, and goals. ;

- "
-
4

. . e,
Last, the'biographical/literary aspects of this study

e -

are not deterrents from pursuing it under. the wing of the -

-

library school. The historical roots of librarianship are

-~

grounded'fh the humanities and, though it has ;ts technological
_features, the library profession today is still tlnged w1th
the love of; letters. Recognizing this, it is ngt 1nappropr1ate
to study 11terary authors and their record keep1n technlques

, ,

with the—ef% of the bookman. Any librarian a cenpfury ago wauld

have applauded such an effort. " o

-

1See sections on memory in Roger Brown and R1chard
Herrnsteid, Pszchologz (Boston: Little Broyn 1975) . -
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Mark such expressions as you like with a line under
them. “Sentences and remarkable passages gather into
‘your commonplace book 1
- . ) .Richard Holdsworth™.

) . A

The '"Promus'" of Francis Bacon2

- v

. . . »
- . .
The first reading record te be .considered here was

7

begun by Franc1s Bacon in his th1rty fourth year-at the beg&n )
i s

* ning of Chrlstmas vacation. 3 It served him act1ve1y for about

/ -
two years. 4 In it, he entered phrases from th reqdlng, ‘think- * W 4

ing, and'conversatlon that struck h(ﬁ as apt,‘elegant LOoT use- ’ _‘f

-—— [ . ' e

— : -

1Hol-dsworth "D1rectlons for a Studend 1/n the Univer- -
sitie,” printed in Harrls Francis Fletcher, The,qntellectual .
Development of John Miltofi, 2 vols. (Urbana pnlverslty ot .
Illinois Press, 1956), p. 644. ) - / oA

<

2Francls Bacon, 1561-1626, ®ources: / Constgjt ary
Pott, The Promus of Formularies)and Ehegancies by Franci® Baconm
Illﬂstrated'ana’Elucldated“by‘Passages trony Shakespeare (Bos- T
ton: Houghton‘leflln 1883) Z?s puinszfﬂto demon ngtrate that

Bacon Wrote Shakespeare s plays’and, accoydingly, is heavily
annotated. Bgcon's Promus of Formularies/ and EleganciesTalso
appears ip Edwin Ddjping-Lawyence, -Bdcon/Is Shakespeare {New
York: John McBride,#910)/ ;"Bacon Begjns, to Write" in Bowen

provides additional background information~= In addition to

his Promus, accordlng to Ruth Mehl, Bagon also kept "moral,
economic ‘(that is, domestic or privatg¢),-gnd political 1ndexes
according to a plan probably derived from Arlstotle." -

:John.Mllton, Complete EBrose Works, J:349. : .

" 3The first page is dated December 6, 15674° (Bowen, p. 81)

4He made entries in thls notebook until somgtlme’ln
1596 (Pott, P- 1) _ . -

T R P A P S
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I gromus the g¥ave who in Roman_times dispenged sp

o A 4Ib1d,p 16, ) - .
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- ful. How the 1dea to keep a- reglster of expressions came tb $\;1' /(f

¢ Bacon is ‘not” known. No doubt hlS farmal schoollng had some

-—

1nf1uence,\but whatever the spec1f1c source of the\1dea for

h1m 1t is, knewn that keeplng ﬁbtebqﬁks in varlous forms was a

T4
common practlce among educated young men of hls t1me.1 It is %

;nt@res ng that Bacon titled thls 1edger o Lot e

xs penchant for elaboratewtltles, Bacon called his h, )
. notefbook Promus of Formularies ahd Eleganc1es-—ngmulary

being the current tancy version of the, word form a, and
lies ) S
Tom the h ehold storeroom. . v ®

Bacon s or1g1na1 manuscrlpt‘iwhlch stlf?.ex1sts, com-
' prised- flfty sheets (1 680 entrlesﬁ, some of them inter-

3t
spersed with blank leaves Usually,phrasvsﬁ{they might be
-

,characterized as "word experlments") are written in the form o
' i .,,f'. 5
s’ s - /\ ’

. lsee LOUlS ‘B, Wright,-'Middle- Class Culture in Ellza-
bethan Engl (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolind .
Press, 193 145ff." Hamlet contains an illysion to common -

. place books: Hamlet ts the Ghost: SRR .
b A : Remember thee?: ; ’ X N
i Ay, thou poor ghost, while memgry. holds a sgat< . :
In is distragcted globe fhis head Remember theel
" \\Mfihfrom the ‘taBle of my memory . //

, ?

I'11 wipe away all, trivial fond recvrds.
All saws of books, all f s, ‘all pressures past .
That youth angd observati copied ghere,
And thy commandment*all alone shal 11ve
. Within the~book and volume of my brain,” A
Unmlxed wlth baser matter - Y

' . My tables, my tables'- ‘Met ittis I set it-down =~ .
- That one may sm;le, and sm11e, and be a villain . ..."

. . -Hamlet, I, v, Jo2- 113 °.

2~B,OW'e_h, pp.' 81-@2,. o ¢ ' _' ' =

Vﬁ_sPdttg p. 1. 'In the upanndtated VErs1on of Durning-
Lawrence, the Promus occuples nln.ty three pages of text, ’

;‘r"
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of a stra1ght list, though at times they appear in two parallel :

T columns. Quotatlonssfrom the’gatin Bi Erasmus, Ovid,.
iy//f» \ .Seneca, Yirgil, 'and (crucial to the p{rp e of the PBtt ed1- ‘ E 4
; tion) Shakespeare are written in  the orig§nal English, Latin, SR
d and.Greeh'F :"\. ‘: ’ ‘ ., l ‘ < S -
’ T .. Bacon set down phrases, words, tr1cks of speech-~
whatever might prove useful not only in writing- but in -~
' - ‘conversatien. It is wonderful to read these exercies with
, *  th simplicity, their:-workaday air. One page-is filled
=, , wifh morning ‘and évening salutations: 'Good night, good
- soir, g d matins. .. . Go day to me and good morrow to .
) you. . . I pray God your rly rising does you no hurt. .
.. . . Up ear1y and never thél nearer. . . . There is a law .
Lt !galnst liérs-abed.'s ‘A s 'sheet has phrases to help—,
ad - of ~Speed an argument: 'Now ay s&pewhat. . . Answer mge
. . . ,shortly. . . . The matter gOfh so slowly forward that I
e "have almost quggtten it -mys®lf, so as I marval not if m . .
“ - friends forget - " ! . .
‘ In nost Cuses, the phrases are set‘doWn-w1t cut apparen¢ prder . ¥
= .
or”connectlon, as thd!gh Bacon were. sxmply wrltang down 11nes .
- ,‘ S
) as, they camé to him.3" ng%atlons are taken from hls readlng, - ‘
- "st1rred 1n his memory and thrown down dt random, co;rectly, Ca t
\ > ‘ ' '
L 1ncorrettly with no authors glven "4 Qag,commentator surmlses\, ‘.) -
o B . .
- that thesesquotatlons were written from memory: S '
H “', -
.o That they were set down .not as he read but from' memory TN
‘ ., afterwards, T infer. from the' fact that many ‘of thé quota- S
Ey,. " ' tions are sl1ght1Y’1naccurate and because S0 many out of : [
TA —_— P . .
oo lThéfe ‘are a150'"Some cho#ce Frensh- [SlC] Prover[bS]"
" of ‘Whe Iast page’, but they are not in pacon s hand Ibid., p. 2. .
' - 2Bowen b 82 .o ) o f o ,eAS‘i 1*q‘-"~ . f
L \" ’ o . .A « R ‘ , ‘
. ’ 3’I‘hls may have been deliberate bn the part of BaCon ) |
v Brasmus, whose pedagoglcdl ideas still held great currency at
. this time dlscouraged ¥literal note-taking as a habit injuridus
" to the.memory and to the power of seléetion," William Harrisbn
Woodward, Desiderius Erasmus Concerning the Aim.and Method of
. Education (New York: C%Ium51a Teachers gollege,~1964), p. 119.
4 o, ’ ' N ~ @ * ’

ABowen p 8Zj£// A M e
- ' - LN “ i
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B . . .
, the same volume come together, and in order, I conclude

) that he was in the habit of sitting down, from time go \
© ‘time, reviewing in memery the book he had last read, and
jotting down those passages which, for some reason™r
. other, he wished to fix in .his mind. -

*. . ..7 It'cdnnot be said with what specific‘?ntentions-Bacon
) o . ; ’ -’ ..
N -, kept these notes. Perhaps he wished to use them in writing

suBsequent literary works. -Bowen th4nks Bacon practiced speak-

~——

."ing these phrases alone inlhis’rdoh.z Almost all of them
N ) . . . ) -

appear later in writings such as The Advancement of Learning,

Novum Organum,3 and Colours of Good and Evil.4 In certain
- - . \

places, lines appear drawn across the entrie$, as though Bacon

. . v .

crossed out pa§§ages'uhen he uifd them later, and, in others,
N . . , ,

marks similar to the capital letters T, F, and g‘are‘plaqed at

the ends of Iines.(to suggest where they could be used?). The

* fate of some of these imprecise reading notes, then, was that

Bowen defends Bacon: .
. . . a - .
Tt was 3. custom -of the day for readers.to copy out, in
their cSmmonplace books, whatever pleased them in other
. men's works. Often enough these diligent copyists neg-
o ‘ leé‘gd to cite the. author's name' and ended by s\imply
.appropriating what they found. One cannot lookjon it as
plagiarism withTGacon, because somehow he transformed the
‘material; he called this_ the hatchifig out of ofher men's
creatigns: 'I am glad ‘to do'the part of a good househen,'
Y. ~he wrote, 'which g&thout any strangeness.will sit upon
) wheasant's eggs.' : S

-

[N

| ;Jhmas Speddiné as quoted by Pott, p. 7. {
2Bdwen, P.iSZZ 3

‘ . ‘““iPott; p. 82. Pott also cdntends, of cdirse, that many
of the phrases recur in what she likes to call '"the plays alleg-

.'edly written by Shakespeare'" and she summons hundreds of quota-
tions to prove it. : .

i ‘/j ) 'SBpwen, ;;p.h83-’4., . -

Ibid., p. 83, ,

1 o~

) T e

]

.

1

. o1 .
they were used hy Bacon without credit to the original author;////,/
‘ A N . e
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- Soﬁé’of Bacon's own ideas about notemaklng are prover-
bial.’ He once observe% o .
z - ’ N
A an would do well to carry a penc11 in his pocket and
write down the thoughts of the moment. Those that come
unpouglit for are commonly the most Valqable, and should be
sequred, because they seldom return. 1 v

o
L4

In The hdvancement of Learning he "praises the entxy'of ‘COm-

2
monplace‘ as 'a matter of great essence and use in study;ng‘"

. .
and writes in the same work "touchlng prov151on or preparatory

3
stofe for the furn1ture of speech and readlness of 1nventlon "
. \ .

His best known essay, "Of Studies," contains the motto; "If a

man write 11tt e, he had need have g great memory," as well as '

the dictum, ".‘;_r wrltlng ma%gth an exact man.'" Accordlng to
one-scholar "wrltlng," in thls last phrase, is used as a.synec-.
doche to refer %o the reg;sterlng of summarles, dlgests, para-
phrases, precxs,i xtracts,jautllnés, synopses, resumes, verbat;m

g & . ) : Ct

»

Quoted in The N@w D1c ary of Thoughts, rev. and en.,
originally compiled by Tryon E warﬁs (Wew York: Classics Pub-_
1iShing Co. 193¢), p. 646., Similarly, Oliver Wendell Holmes

wrote, "It is ‘aCapita} plan *to- carry a tablet with you, and, "

when you-find yourself felicitous, take’ notes oﬂFyour own con-

versation," The Autocrat of the Bréakfast'Table (New York: . .-

Airmont, 1968}, p. 1I., ; i‘?egaard‘had slm$1ar impulses: UIt
is sa1d that berkegaard h a desk”in every room in his house,
in order that’ whenever,an dea pccurred to him, éven as -he was
moving from room*to ?Qom he could immediately register it. He
subscribed to thé maxim ,of Hamaan: 'There are certain thoughts
a man is capable of °t )gilngsonly once in his life Write it
down!'" Kierkegaari, xxiiis - -

2Bacon, The Advéhcement of Legzgimg,,quoted in Milton,_
Complete Proser WorkSs, p. 3¥0. ~ . ’ .

]

.
* o™

3Franc1s Bacon, The Advancement of Learning/Novum
Organum/New Atlantis (Chlcago Great Books, 19527} III

XXXV111,, 7], p. 68.
v ‘ \ ’
. ©
*‘ ) A . v .
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quotations, and underscoripngs that readers use to imprint what"

they read on the mind and fix it there sharply.1 C
o ,

-

Bacon's“Promus is probably the oldest published note-

book of\iti\fi;:;, It illustrates '"the painsifﬂe’man took, the
Plainness of h notations and éxperimentsr'his méticulous
care of words . "2 More tjan that, the Promus is a satisfying

t

piecé of evidence thaA .Bacon, whose counsels were to become SO
~influential in intellectual history, based his advice about

-

notemaking squar®ly on his own practices.

2 f
. e
i \

The Commonplace Bogk.of John Milton

John Livingston Lowes describes Milton's commonplace

~
'

N M ) - N '4;;: .
lFrancis:J.,Grenien,aSjg.,dﬁﬁacon's Portrait of the
'Exact Man': Reading with Pen/in Hand," American Notes and

Queries 8 (1969):4-5. . .

2Bowen, P. 82&

- 3John Milton, 1608-1674. Milton's commonplace book
has appeared in several editions. The latest and-most complete
(used here) is included in Wolfe's edition of the Complete
Prose Works of Milton, 1:362-513, with preface, pp 351’59,
translation, and notes by Ruth Mohl (Mohl's preface will be
cited freqwently [as "Mohl"] in the following pages). Its pur -
pose is not only to present the full text of MiltdH's notebook,
inclyding translations, bqt.to provide complete references,
Jherever possible,, to the sources from which Milton drew quota-
tions. These references are taken from books owned by or availa-
ble to him: The Camden Society first arranged to print ‘the docu-
mefif-in 1876, and, later in the same year, the Royal Socidty of
Literature issued an edition (with a press run. of one hundred)
of a facsimile 'reproduction.~ The third edition to appear was
included .in Milton, Works (Columbia ed.), 18:128-221, This was -’
the first published Vérsion to include translations, but it did.
not show the sources of Milton's entries and without this infor-"., |
mation the commonplace book is impossible f£dr the general-reader "
togunderstand. Joseph Milton-French, ed., The Life Records of
ng! Midton, S vols. (New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers Uniwersity
P s, ), which reproduces certain legal documents, ¥ccounts,

. etc., pertaining to Milton, includes an account of the notebook
under study ('Begins to.Keep g Commonplage Book," 1:4-5).

\

- . .
’ €
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book as Ma severely ordered collectanea of extracts culled from

his reading; docketed alphabetically and methodical as a led-

al,2

([ ger." Clearly, it is a different kind of record than"Bacon's

_random jottings.- Bri;giiﬁg~a§'ip does with bibliographical . '
citations 'to. Milton's books, it is.almost a research'notebook.3

In\keeping it,- Milton utilized'techniques that he learned first
. » . . . ’ - -

at St. Paul's Séhool}.and later refined at Cambridge.4 The com-

- monplace tradition, in which Milton was eduéated, began in Clas-

" . 1John Livingston Lowes, The Rﬁad to “Xanaduyg A Study in,.
the Ways of the Imagin¥tion (Boston: Houghton Mifflin,.1927),
p.b S, ~ . .

-«

® ) -
2The'commonplace book was not the only notebook kept by
Milton. Erench alludes.also to another document (which appears
to be published-in Milton, Works, 18:228-46): '"Keeps Poetic
Notebook with Plans for Poems and Other Writings,".1:3-4, and
Mohl remarks: "From some of the headings and marginal refer- . .
ence¢s in .the Commonplacé Book it is evident that Milton also — —— -
kept a Theological Index, but that manuscript has not be - ’
found" (p. 349). (Sée the lower footnote 1 in Mohl, p. g@s, ’
for additiénal description of tHW theological index.) 1In, addi-
tion, there are a Latin table of contents and a seven-page Legal
Index (printed in the Columbia edition, 18:221-28) "associated
with the commonplace hogk, but their attribution to Milton is
disputed and Mohl does not include them’ in her version of_the
, commonplace book. , o T o,
’ s ‘ - .
. Sone is .reminded of Hill”Cuppy: the humorist, who kept
his reading notes in card files, Will Cuppy, The Decline and
-% Fall of Practically Everybody, introductign by Fred Feldkamp
(New York: Henry Holt and Co., Inc.” 1950). Donald Lemen
Clark, ‘John Milton at St. Paul's School: A Study of Ancient
Rhetoric .in English Renaissance. Education (New York: Columbia
University Press, 1948), writes that the commonplace book
"reflects ®he nature of the filing system used by a mature
scholar, who assembled matter against future use in his publica-
tions , . ." (p. .225).
, ' 4Clark discusges the commonplace book in Milton's early
forfmal training ("Exercises for Praxis: Commomplace Books,"
pp. 217-26). Fletcher tells the complete story of Milton's .
.work at _Lambridge and includes a complete franscription Qf a’
student manual used there (Holdsworth's '"Directions -for a Stu-
dent in the Uniyersitie," 2:624-55). This manual includes

-

\ ¢ -
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'W. H. Auden, A Certain World: A Commonplace Book (New York:

/
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sical times and developed in the Middle Ages to supﬂbrt_rhe-

toricdl and déclamatory exercises.l Holman2 provides a useful
¢ - o . (]

-

1
definition=: ) .

- Commonplace Book: A classif;Ld collection of _quotations
or arguments prepared for reference purpos€s. Thus-, a
reader interested in moral phidosophy might collect .
thoughts and quotations under such heads -as truth, virtue, ,
or friendship. Commonplace books were utilized by authors v
of [essays], theological arguments, and‘other serious
treatises. The Commonplace Book of John Miltog is still
in existence. The term is also sometimes applied to pri- -
vate colleiions of3favorite pieces of literature such as
the poetica#miscellanies of Elizabethan times. R. W. i
Stallman's The Critic's Notebook ii an excellent common- *°
place book of thg [New Criticism}.% ~

explicit instructions about gatherihg reading notes and about -
copying and memorizing striking passages. , T

lEor a treatment of the classical roots of the Renais-
sance commdnplace book, see Joan Marie Lechner, Renaissancg
Concepts of the Commonplaces, 1lst ed.  (New York: Pageant Rress,

-1962). TAn historical investigation of the general and uniVver-

sal ideas used Th all argumentation and persuasion.with special
emphasis on the educational and literary tradition of the six-
teenth and seventeenth centuries'" (title page). ) ¢

%4olman, p. 113.

$This definition'is ,an dppealing one but, in actual
usage, the term "commonplace book" is frequently applied to. »
describe any private notebook in which entries, whether copied
quotations or original thoughts, arefperiodically recorded,
égirdless of their arrangement.; Archival use of the term may
apPply it to any kind of memorandum book, including al#~purpose .r¢
pocket notebooks, scrapbooksemetc. ,A '"commonplace book" might
contain lists of addresses, drafts of ,letters, accounts, reci-
pes, photographs, gr clippings. . .

[
4Robert'w ost¢r Stallman, The Critic's Notebook (Min- }
neapolis: UniverSity of Minnesota Press, 1950) . Examples of -
the same kind of compilation are: Charles P., Curtis, A Common
lace Book (New York: Simon 4nd Schuster, 1957); CharIes P.
urtis -and Ferris Greenslet, The Pragtical Cogitator (New York:
Houghton Mifflin, 1945), and halxn,SEtweII, A PoetTs Notebook
(London: Magmillan, 1943). An especially expansive example i$

Viking, 1970). (Asden is fond of compilations with a personal
flavor; -he has also written Marginalia, Academic Graffiti, and

g

"Apothegms.") . ) R —
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- . . . . . .o 1
Concise and comp;ghpn51ve treatment of this subject is rare,

but the following agziclez,provides a good ,summary: ‘ "

COMMONPLACE BOOK.--A book im which passages on different
topics are gathered under general heads for purposes of ",
genengl reference and application. A commonplace, or
locus communis, i$ defined .by Cicero as a general argument
which 1s applicable to many cases (De Inv. 2:xiv-xvi, . .

" The practice of keeping nbteboohs into which commonplaces

were written was customary among the medieval students.’
Rudolf Agricola . . .', in‘:his letter De Formando Studio
(1534), gives perhaps the best examgle of the method 1in

¥

which such books should be drawn up! 'We should have cer--

tain topics, as for example, virtue, vice, life, death,*
ignorance, benevolence, hate, and others of this kind, the
use of which is quite common on all occasions, and, as it
were, general, and we should repeat these-frequently and
refer everything we sgy, so far as poSsible, and certainly
everything we learn,.'to these headings.' ' Agricola recom-

mends this method as the best for retaining what has been |

learned. It wi®l be noticed that most of the topic¢s are
of a moral character. The Loci Communes of Melanchthon
(1525) had a religious content. Erasmus . recommends the
taking of notes$ ifr class, not verbatim as dictated by the

"teacher, but under headings systematically arranged. The
-keeping of commonplace books usuqﬂly accompanied the

exercises in declamatian . . . and disputation . . . , the
notebooks serving for ready reference on the theme under °

discussion. %n excellent example of the commonplace book

is that compiled by Milton.. _.—.The commonplace -book was
naturally.transferred to this country, and is early found
at Harvard. Samuel-Sewall . . . defipes commonplacing as
the reducing and txeating of topics of-'theology, philoso-
phy, etc., under certain commonplaczfg;,general heads' .

d

. (Diary, 1674). Commonplacing-as a pgrt of the.disputatipn

is reterred to as an exercise expec of all sophisters

and bachelors (Laws, Liberties, and (rders of Harvard Col-.

lege, 1642-1646). The term seems to have been used both
of the short sermon delivered by students at the opening

’ /df/

»

of the day's work, and of the regular defénding of a thesis RU

E3

’

Ias it is of "so hany pre-modern forms of notemaking.

Besides the Oxford English Dictionary, there are few sources
that discuss~the historical use of such terms as adversaria,
"analecta, antitheta, collectanea, chrestomathy, commonplace,
commentarii, compilatio, enchiridion, emphemerides, exempla,
florilegium, formula, index rerum (and verborum), marginalia,
miscellanea, scholia, spicilegium, and vademecum.

2

’ L / .
Y o

" "Paul Monroe, ed., A Cyclopedia of Education (Newy!ork:
Macmillan, 1911), 2:7, 160+«61. Unfortunately, the article #s
.not signed. N o .
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at graduatidn.1

in the middle of ‘the eighteenth century,2 although it

- § appears to have Been in use in the $ixth form at Harrow as
© late as 1839. (See.Américan Annals of Education, 9 (1839):
100) .- - S .

The commonplace book or Stammbuch, not only served an
edicational purpose. In the eighteenth century in Germany
the practice arose of keeping autfgraph-albums, in which

'autographs were accompanied by quotationg or oFiginal con-
tributions of a literary character . . .° ~

Arising out of both these forms of practices is the
publication 'of books of quotations .and sdyings on any one
topic, taken from all languages. . . L,z«

Milton used his commgpplace.book.fo record facts, iilus-
trations and ideas from his general féading. Beginning at ~
about the age of twenty-three, he used thé_ségé’noteboof inter- -
mitte;tly'for some thirty-four years. The‘pagés\:f the manu-
script, 9rigiﬁgllyzﬁbu£d in rough sheepskin, were close in\size
to sheets of'typing paber,j_ Of‘the 222 pages (111 leaves) that

b

See Fletcher, 1:57. Lo *

-

2Ye‘hThomas Jefferson kept at least two commdnplace
books which™have survived frefm about this time: The Common-
_place Book of Thomas Jefferdon, A Repertory of His. Ideas onj/
Government, ed. Gilbert Chinmard (Baltimore: John [sic] Hopkihs
Press, n.d.), .and The Literggy Bible of Thomas Jefferson:. His
Commonplace Book of Philosophers and Poets (Baltimore: Johns’
Hopkins Press, 19Z28). Among his many reading notebooks, which
shall be seen, Emerson kept a commonplace book of classified
quotations. His index was arranged according to the method of
‘John Locke g/a scheme which was popularized by the commercial
marketing of'blankbooks ruled according to Locke's dystem. fee
Ralph Waldo Emerson, The Journals and Miscellaneous Notebooks
of Raiph Waldo Emerson, ed. William H. Gilman (Cambridge: Bel-
knap Press, Harvard University Press, 1960), 1:26. Even some-

- one as far removed from the Renaissance as Woodrow Wilson kept -
a commonplace- book. Wilson (1:83ff) began his notebook after
réading an article describing aR index rerum, a "methodically
arranged .commonplace book," and, interestingly, he made his

entries in shqrthand. ' “ .
. .

1

s - \
‘ SBeethoven's Stammbuch was of this kind.

4ﬁeasurg}ng 11 1/4 by QGOut 9 inches. 

\

9 7 .

The commonplace book diéappeére& gernerally
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remain, Milton's notes cé&er 71 pages.1 It appears tht 511 .
the notes Mjlton recorded in the book have §grviyed, despite
the fact that a ndﬁber of leaves and parts of leaves have.been
‘cut away. The finalﬂpage‘of Ehe notebopk gontains an index to
) thg foregoing entl‘ie‘s.2 The manu;criﬁi_is div{ded into three
topical sections, each prefaced by algitie page: "Indeii
Ethlicus,”" "Index Economics," and '"Index Politicus;“ Mil%on
appears to have writtep on the~1enggh rather than the'bfeadth
of the page,s.makiﬁg his ent;3é§ in English, French, Italiip,

[
Latin, and Greek.

Milton's generél reading was fésf in scope ana the man
pursued his studiés sy ‘eﬁatically and wi&b/hare. 'He obviously
began to ieep his coﬁmonpiéce book so that the benefits:of:his
learning would not be lost to him. hé cites about ninety
authors, many of them obscure to the mqﬂérn reader, 4 §ome‘rep-‘

resented by more than one work (110 works in all). Many sour-

ces, such as -the Bible and the tlassdc§,'wﬁich Milton used con-

stantly, were not represented at all in the caommonplace book;.
these obvious deletions aside, it is still certain that Milton

did not make notes on eyerything_ﬁe read. "His historical read-

1Examlnatlon of the manuscript shows that pagés were

ori 1 ally numbered from 1 to 250. In print, the commonplace -

book |(Yale edition) occuples 151 .pages. ‘
, 2Accordmg to Mohl, M11ton in the Areopogitica calls
this k1nd of flyleaf index a "t0p1c folio,™ [p. 5505.
.o Seé Mohl's facs1m11e page, p. 361.
4

Procopius, Qarpi, Seissel, S1gqn1us Sleidan, Thou (or Thuanus
.and Villani. - /

-

For instance, Cedren Cuspin1an Girard, Giovio, Joviusj
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!

_ings are especially Qell-represented ang;he'also copied quota-

tions from his readings‘in>trave1 literature, biography, law,
. ’ .
military science, philosophy, theology, and science.1 Many of
‘the notéds refer to volumes 'in Milton's own library, an impres-
sive collection of books so large” that Milton once changed his
residence for the sake of a place to keep them. 2 "Milton's .
+method of note-taking;" Ruth Mohl surmises; "'mist have. been
that of most of his learned predecessors and contemporaries.
Bacon kept just such moral, economic (that is, domestic or
private), and political indexes [as Milton's], according to a
plan prob"ly derived from Aristotle."3 She continues:
. , [ .
Like the modern note-taker, they chose broad, general
headings under which to record their- findings from hany- 4
"sources; but unlike modern notes taken on cards for filing,
the entries or "commonplaces'" on each topic- were put <ﬂ
together in a book. for ready reference when needed. Some
times, as a result, the entries were crowded; but there
- they were_together, for use in discussion of that topic

later on.> -
g - «

'lMohl, p. 348, prévides a concise description of the
chronology of Miltbn's reading.

- 2Ibid.:\b. 355. Mohl notes tHe value .of Milton's com-
monplage bo "as a key to the use of his library. For no mat-.

t\{hfzgﬂhxibf the notes, with them he could turn to his books,
whe casion demanded, and review in more detail the reasons
for views and‘faiths formulated earlier," (p. 356). ’

:f:bid;, p. 349, o . _
} oldéw&rth (Fletcher, p. 651;.H01~dsworth,,,ppr 50-515

describes how oné student of the time kept a scrap file in lieu
of a tommonplace book. He '"caused a box to be made with as many

' partitions as he could—have had heads in his booke, so:that

writing his Collection in any bit of paper, he might without
more trouble throwe it in to its Topick, § look over each divi-
\510 on occasion." Holdsworth did not like %this idea.

*Mohl, pp. 349-50. | C e
« ‘ ' | * ) -
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In the beginning, Milton kept the noteboek enti;eiy by
himself (his hagdwriting is clear even after three h;ngred
~years and etains of dampness). But he continued his ﬁrivate'
~ studies even after the onset of biindness, when. (at about
forty-two years of age) he began dictating entries for the com-
monplaiE book to éeEretariee ("amandenses"f, of whom he was
o‘empigy at least five or six. Study of his handwriting

-

reveals that Milton's practice was to write a heading at the
top of each new page he used, toimake the fifet.entry juet
2 beiow it on the page, and to enter a citation for the passage
in his index 51 the %ame time.' Several entries were frequently
'recerded'in succession, as.shown-by clumps of similar hand-
writing wnich come to an even margin. Such sections‘are less
crowded than portions added at,a later time,%which are not con-
~tinuous and“which may be nritten in a different.hand wien a
different kind of pen, and which are sometimes inserted in a
space too small for them. Sometimes additions are recorded in
the margins with asterisks showing .where the material would have

gone had ‘there been room.1 ,

-

Milton made careful, scholarly notes, not the'casual,
evocative Jott1ngs one might expett of a poet and these snonJ
him to have had a thorough knowledge of h1s books Besidesg
quotations “and paraphrases, he regularly recorded ‘bibliographi-
cal citations from his reading; in fact, a%ﬁpcca51onal entry

consists of only such a citation. Milton made his entries as

brief as possible. He abbreviated the names of dauthors and

11bid., p. 351.
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titles of works, but in most cases recorded the bool,chapter,
\

section or page{number so that he could refer to his sources.

later. In recording these citations, he used the abbreviations

"1." for liber (book), e, for caput (chapter), and "pi" for -

page or ina. He sometimes indicatea his use of a Greek
text by the abbreviation "grag."’ 'Though he made his notes v

carefully, Milton was fot consistéot in his placing of head-

ings and references. QOften he paraphrased his ofiginal sourde
P ; X

(in whatever 'language it happened to be written) ,and fre-

\\—quently added his own comments at the beginnings and ends of

>
entries. Wheye he quoted he often om1tted quot\lon marks.

In such cases "[t]he word anu1t' (he says) before a quotatlon.

2

furnisii; an ‘'occasionral clue and the'symool'gg at th€ end of a

' > . ’ ‘ i
quotat provides another; but they are often lacking."

‘ Like Bacon,‘Miltongfound'ﬁié notebook useful in h}s .

1)

writing. Interestingly,'the sequence of subjects in which he
wrote his ¥ater works follows aporoximétely the "arrangement of
the-commonplace book. Mohl reports that "Milton's record of

indebtedness [to his comhonplace book] in phrase, sentenéé, or’

-

idea’, is to be found everywhere in hi¢ works: ,'; . [A]lmost'
. 5 ,

- - e

every entry ‘was put in use /in some form or another."” Some of

the idéas he recorded were so fundamental.to his thinking that
they pervade all his writing. In sumﬁary, Milton's commonplace

bock was a vital part of. his studious and liteYary endegvor,

- ‘2 S s :
'Ibid., p. 3so Ibids e 4

3Ib1d ,- PP - 358 59. Mohl's notes indicate somg of the
-mor¢ important uses Milton made of individual entries,
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R for Milton was a %ookiéh'poet, and "without the'agg of books

ogp which he carefully took noteg, there would U no Milton as
we know him'.‘"1 v

(;j The Desk- and Pocketbdogs of ° ’ .
-~ Samuel Taylor Coleridge?

- 7"I have bought a little blank-boek and a'portable ink.

horn; and as I journey dnyard, I here and anon‘pluck'ihb;wiid

3

" flowers of Poesy."2- So wrote-Coléridge in a letter to Robert

b ‘Sbuthey as he began the first in\that was to be a éeriés of

-

sixty-seven notebooks written ever a span of about forty yeérs.4
. ‘ . . . Y ‘
. Most of these notebooks, like the.first one, were of pocket
size, though some were larger and more -hand omp,‘clearly )

intended for use at a desk. The larger notebooks are more
- . ‘

.

orderly, being sometimes compiled from the pocketbooks; which

were used by Coleridge wherever he was to register promisihg'
' Ll N * g'
lbid., p. 359. .

*

-

' 2Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 1772-1834. Sources: Note-
books, complete ed., edited by Kathleen Coburn, vols. 1-7 (New
York: Pantheon Books, 1959, 1961), vol. 3 (Princeton: Prince-
ton University Press, 1973}, is the basic work. It is issued **
in six volumes, three of text and three. of notes, all boud®¥ in

red with a red silk bookmark sewn into each one. It fili§ out
the picture c;zated by Anima Poetae, an edition Jf selected

le

aphorisms and Aentences from the noteBooks. Coleridge himself
.prepared Aids/to Reflection, ed. Derwent Coleridge (London:
K E. Moxon Son, 1854}, a didactic religibus work in commonplace
book style. John Livingston Lowes discussed the genesis of
, "The Rime of theﬁﬁncient Mariner" and,'Kubla“Khan," usidg the
2 '"Gutch Membrandum Book,'" one of the earliest surviving note- -
books. ‘ . .

—

, 3Colg€idge, '""Notes," Notebooks, 1:xvii.

4"For about forty years, from the time of his figrst
walking tour in Wales in 1798 until a few weeks £rom‘hizgﬂgath
in July 1834, Coleridge wrote in notebooks . .. [Tlhey dre,
with.a few exceptions, numbered froh 1 to 67 . . .'" Ibid.,

+ "Text," lzxg;.' - .

S
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. ; . . ‘ - . o« N
. ideas,that’ came. towhiy” (towards the end of his life he called -

¢ - -. " ‘them "The slycatcheps") .2 . /< e .~ &
- ’ s L0 - .~ - . - . N Lo
- - v u. ' ’ . s .
e - Anima Poetae summarizes the .corpus of notebooks as-a -
> . ‘. . A . " | . N ) ‘ . .
™ . ¢ ™. . whole: . .
- ::"' R -t T o ’ il
5 ¥

Of,the‘inﬁervening collection of pocket-books; notee
books, copy-books, of all shapes, sizes, and bindings, a

. - detai}ed description would be tedious and out of place.- .
S Their contents may be roughly divided into diaries of
) & - tours’ in’ {ny, the Lake District, Scotland, Sicily, and
‘ -, - Italy; .n r projected and accomplished works, rough
2 drdfts*of , schemes of metre_apd metrical experiments;
, "~ .. motes. for eq%gres-on’Shakspere d!ﬂ?other’drqmatists; quo - .
gbtatié-ns_from dooks of trgvel, from Greek, Latin, German e o

" and Italian classics, .with and w;i%but critical commentTs;
innumereble fragments of metaphys®tal and theologjcal *
~— ~ speculation; and commingled with this unassorted medley

- of facts and-~thoughtégand fancies an occasional and inter-

a§A«‘§;;' ‘mitted-recprd of persen®l feeling, of love and friendship, T
S of disappointment 4nd regret, of .penitence and rwlve, #—*

" I “of faith and hope ‘in the Unseen. ' :

TR & 4

\The notebooks of Coleridge depart matkedly from fhe réstrafneﬂ &
g D o . )

R 1'?"Thejli.terary instinct,'"” said Samuél Butler in {hg
. Way "of All Flesh, "may be known by a man's keeping a ‘smal
.ot notebook ig his waistcoat pocket-into which ha jots.down any- .
e ¢ thingrthat Strikes him, “or- any good ,thing that he hears said,. :
_iE' or a reference he thinks.will come .im useful to him{" Butler, 7

.P. 5. "Butler carried on this very practice for the'greater
A ] --part .of his life, copying thdnotes he made ipto larger books :
\{H;ng;/’(calléq’commonplate,bpoks). The contents of- these were ing ./
“wtuUrn reVised, rercopied and indexed, resulting in a final total..
“of six larges notebooks at the end of Butlew's life.. oL
"~ Thg-pocket notebook has always been a popular devite
. among creatiwve people. A recept study of contemporary poets
, shows that many of ‘them hab#tmally carry.notebooks and index ‘o
¥ cards to’ secure "promising ideas that come ‘to them for later .
S -evaluation. and use. Alberta T.' Tutner,.ed.y Fifty Contemporar
\ . . Poets: The Lreative Mocess (New York: Davi ckay .Co., ’
o reviewed in Hugh Kenner, ©V Poets Explain,' The New York .
" W’ Times Bobk Review (July 21, 1977), pp. 12-13. “Even Leonardo
da Vinci carried tiny paper padss§p his belt ‘on which to make - .,
s+ quick skqtkhes during the workday, In his spare tYpe he would
iip his- books.

. - s
v

N S ?)

- - sort th€ §.ﬁps topjcally amd copy them i

s ‘ fQZColérnge,\Anima~Poetae,jp: xi.

’ ". . T e a -{Ibid,, Pp. Vi.i‘ﬁ’r %. - » '. ) ' ‘ .

d e . ‘.-/‘ L] .o . . ,*,ﬁ_;_ . . f\ R
- ’,. N .4 4».' .- . . 5‘ LYV . . ‘ .
g | st T s 5“ Y e e

B L - 4 f - , A - ' . - .
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¢ earlier. * This may reflect the cvmtrast bgtweq.i“'c Engllsh'

% or the courtlz lines in Bacon's Promus, Coleridge's memoranda

i ciled to the farrago of unrelated maEters he noted down

notgmaklng styles used by Bacon and Milton !'hundred years

i..
with'its climate oﬂrseif-expre551on 1 although no doubt it ,

»

,owes -a great deal too, to Colerldge's own lack of'éystem
= #

1!erJ@rom the prec1se C1tat10ns of Milton icommonplace book.

_are restive, agitated, and impuIsive;~\The order in which he

hd -

. made entries was virtuafry random. In_the beg}nning Coleridge.

had attempted to kéep his notebooks in an organized’Way&‘ »

, But after [his] experience of Notebook. 3 :1/2, which ‘he ’
tried gg divide up into sections. . . » and aftgr two or
three oZher faint efforts to use different parts of a book
for differe¢ht kinds of thing®, he apparently became reCOn-

and gave up trylng to be sysgematlc

1D1ar121ng was in vogue in Colerldge 's day. As the
4;ve of Romanticism swept through Europe, regders were colletct-
ing and preservi choice passages from books, azine arti®-
cles, and ‘even letters. This was a period hosp ble,to self-
exploratlon and perscnal epr2551on ‘In Germ , Schubert com-
posed proverbs and kept a po®tic diary as a boy; later, the
. young Schumann made a,"Colléction of Mottoes" and f111ed a

- melancholy journal with* evidence of Jhis artistic-ambitions and

rQpamtic stirrings. Goethe S Elective Affinities contains an -
eptry "From Ottrlle s ﬁlar ' characteristic of the- preva111ng
cultural mood:
. "Any good thought which Je read, anythlng strlklng
. thlch we have heard, we commonly enter in our diary; but.
if we would take the trouble , at the same time, to copy out
of our friends' letters the remarkable observatlons, the
original gdeas, the hasty- words so pregnant in.meaning,
which w ight "find in them, we should “shen be rich indeed.
Sg lay aside letters never. to readrthem again, anfd at last
' destroy them out of dlscretlon, and so dlsappears the
.most beautlful the most immedjate breath of life, irrecov-
erably for ourselves and. for others I intend to make
. amends in future for sugch neglect.’
Johann Wolfgang von-Goethe,; Elective Affxnltles (New York:
Ungar, 1?37), p. 202, '

v o ! ’ c. , ' '*‘ T
' ,chleridge, Notebooks, l:xviii.” Another t{ne Ke tried

L] =

Renalssance and the Romantlc Era in which Colerldge lived, | o=
S

4 J v
& , M '%o ”

¢

!/
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The result of this resignation to disorder was an unfathomables-
. . - i A
>ty

mass of matewdal. Coleridge knew that there were valuable /
4 v

f

/.
ideas buried beneath all the rubble anct once contemplated. mak-

. . '
,ing .a beok of extracts from his notebook for publication:

When shall I find time § ease to reduce my Pocket-books
.and Memorandums to an Index--or Memoria Memorandorum?
“If--aye! and alas! If--if I could see the last sheet of

my Assertio Fidei Christiana, et Eterni temporjzantis;

having previously beheld my Elements of Discou¥se, Logic,

Dialectic, § Noetic, dr C non, Criterion, & Organon,

with the philosophic Glo ry--in one printed volume, §

the Exergises in Reasoni as another--if--what then?

Why, theﬁiI would publi 11 that remained unused,

.- ?  Travels § all; under the Title--of Excursions abroad § at .
- ‘ Home, what I have seen § what,I have thought and®with a
" little of what I have felt, if the words in which I told
] and talked them to my Pocketbooks, the Confidantes who
.- . hate not betrayed me, the Friends whose Silence was not
) Detraction, and the Inmates before whom I was not ashamed
to complain, to yearn, to weep--or £ven to pray!--
To which are added Marginal notes from many beeks old-
. - .Books-and one or two new ones-- )
» Sifted through the Mogul ‘Sieve .of Duty towards my
Neighbor--By EdTndc , 21.June 18231 ’

-

¥
. . to /keep an alphéBeticgl &ocabulary book, a cumbersome and .
‘ whimsic#1l scheme, that soon failed, ibid., 1:xxvi. Coleridge - °
[ crammed the maximum~”amount of material into his pocketbooks;
"[T]he acute paper shortage of the period of the Napoleonic
. war,s" fl:xxiii) encouraged “his frugality.

“l , 1Ibid., pp. 18-19, June 21, 1823, ‘.inted also as an
¢ .. epigraph to Anima Poetae. ' EsTnd€"is.'the pronunciation for
. ' "§.T.C." (Samuel Taylor Coleridge), written in Greek charac-
’ * . ters.-. Coleridge was fond of writing in the Greek alphabet in

His"otebooks,~ ' ‘ _

T Leonardo da Vinci had similar problems with his own -
voluminous papers and prefaced one)byndle of notes with these
lines: . B S ’

, "This will be a cdllection withoufﬁbrder.‘made up of Many.

!ﬁ} ) .- sheets which I have vopied here, hoping afterwards to

N . arrange them in order in theit proper places according to

- “the- subjects of which-they treat; and I believe that .before
I am at the end of this I shall have, to repeat the same °

' thing several.times; and' therefotre, O readar, blame me not,:
-because the subjects are many, and memory cannot retdin
them and sdy 'this I will not write because I have al’rgd)’- ‘
written it.' And if I wished to avoid falling into thi® .

L T T A : ’

sﬁ‘ ”

Q . ‘ » ’537" .
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Coleridge made notes ¥herever he was: whether at.his desk
] _ . . PR i .
or in- the “sitting-room, jogging children on his knee, (their N
-t t - . ‘ w ‘ . . . . . !
marks:’str;x "scrawls and po;hooks"%‘sometlmes turn up ‘in the .

notebooké).-\Jn‘addition,‘“[h]e Wroie, M&‘kﬁow under the influ- _

‘ence of spif;ts dand opium, in th dérk, en-fell%éides and

mqgaffin-tbn§, in bed, "and pr bably in stagecoaches even when

they w;re°6h,the move.j'z The no;ebooks beqshe’more and ﬁore- - -
;haotic as Qpleridge‘camé back lqtef to’inse;t afterthoughts

above and fbptnote§ beneath ﬁis'Q;Egiﬁq)?jottings. To gda Epme _
element of of@er, he sometimes éepa;aféd éﬁtrfeé with a diagonaf‘k"

line, a pracpre that G. M. Hopkins may. have learned from see- .

“ing Coleridge's notebooks.3 Coleridge himself had frbubié

"Edward MacCuydy, ed., The Notebooks of Leonardo da Vinci, 3 vols.

5

reading his ownm ‘tangled writing. At one‘poinf he noted that he
: A el . . .

had written "rather scramblinélyg"4 As’ they exist now,:}he' S e

>

“'

notebooks are fading and‘watgr;stained, and the margins and  *

; mistake it would be necessary in order to prevent repeti-
tion, that on évery occasion in which I wished to trans- P
cribe a passage I should always read over all -the preci -.\
ing portion, and this especialdy because long-periods of ™

time elapse between one time of writing and-another." ’

(New York: Reynal and Hitchcock, 1955), &:43.

In passing,*it might be observed that there are certain
rewards for disorganization. As A. A. Milne observed: 'One of
the adVantages of being disorderly dis)that one is constantly

element of surprise may have sifletfacked many persons who ‘ v
firmly resolved to keep things [in Jorder! - ’

" making exciting discoveries." 1gij€kn ws how a -liking for the

v 1'.Coleridge,l"Te;e‘IE;" Not®books, 1:xxxv. ‘ .

21bid., p. xxxiii. : ’ ‘ .

3, Blunden, “Coleridge's Notebooks,'" Review of Englishe .
Literature, 7 (January 1966) »@8-31, especially p. Z9. .

4Coleridge,‘"Text;" Notebéoks, 1:xxx.

« . 8 .
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E ‘ \
1nslde covers have been rubbed to smear the wr1t1ng (that in

N T———
pencil especially) from being carried 1n Colerldge's knapsack

or walklng jacket. Any editor of %hese records must wrestle
w1th hard decifions--and do a"[ot of exglammg Kathleen

Coburn confrgnted many thorny 1ssues, sometimes establishing

unorthodox,policies of editing (e.g., "Slips of the pen are
’

respected,‘. . . such thlngs have their own interest’ and 51g-

nificance\") ' When she had done all an uman be1ng could do
to exp}a-a,\Colendge s notes, MLSS Coburn wrote (w1th a slgh
one fancies)® '"As to many other irregularities, he goes to

= '

press with all his sins upon his head."

" The notebooks of C%ler1dge are full of the most. wlnhing

‘

idlosyncra51e§ Mrs. A. GIT™man, ‘a moralistic custod1anwof

the notebooksbafterhColeridge'shdeath,whose marks of eensorship
were left with heavy black ink, scissors,'and acid'eraser, was
frequently moved tgfcomment‘in the margins as she read over_the
notes ('"I believe it. A.G." or "How very affectlng' "A.G. ").
Coleridge's. notebookS'show the "unfrn1shed v1tal1ty of the

s
3 0f Notebook No: 2 Coburn wrote, Tt 1? possible ‘that

. Ehis 11ke some of the laq%r ones, was a no]ebook of home manu-

10 4

facture The st1t¢h1ng is} Qr was, very uneven."

Coleridge
set a standard’of honesty for himself on the first page of h1§

f1rst notebook byimssmg out tie f1rst he -wrote and. attempt-
oS

1ng’i’t again. ’rhe ]‘9 that follow are f1lled w;th a myriad
- 4 ) T .
| Jibia.- | Mbia., pooxxxidd. o
 SIbid., p. xviii. )" *Ibid., p. xxi. N <
- i -~ r
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- of thing§~in no particular orderl-—;idales, accounts, poetical

scansion (usually without wbrds), and descriptions of country-

3
sides and pastoral scenes (with lines to suggegt‘the contour .of

-.the land). -Daily: schedules'show that Colerldge was 3n’ 1nveter-'.,

&

ate planner, sometimes worklng‘aown to the minute. In one

-
place he allowed himself "ten m1nu§es for clearlng\dlshes ne

-y

', Along wlth these sschedules %re 1lists of hoysehold "De51derata";

one such list 1nc1udes a pipe, a cheese toaster a potato-

. i3 . . :
ro!%ter, and "four urine pots." At times, CSierlgge wrote 1in -
P N -
a, code (which, reportedly, wa,s not di‘cult for the editor to.
i

degipher), made up of Greek Jetters and marks of punctuatiodn, to

.

preserve,pr}vacym? Sometlmes he transllterated an Engllsh word-

.. 1"Colerldge 'regular’Iy -used hlS notebooks from both ends.
»  The 1njide covers game to be used at odd times for brief jot- . >
".b tingy like addresses, appointments, titles of books, laundry
- “lists, small things he did not W1sh to 'dose among (nor allow to
1nterrupt) the notes on a tour in the Lakes, plans for articles-
r poems, or other more highly valued memoranda " ibid. , P xviii,.
‘"[T]he use of almost all the notebooks was intermittent:  within -
. \a week two or thgge notebooks sometimes came into use, and many
of ,them were set aside in drawer or pgocke oy travelling-case
-for months, even years, and hence were 1nispbrad10 use over a
1ong span of time," 1b1d p. xx. Coleridge tried to compen-
sate for this by datlng the occaslion when he returned to a note-
book after a perlod of not using“lt 1b1d 5 P. xxii.

%1bid., p. 283. \’3Ib1d , D 284.’ b, vy P. XXXiV.
LI
i That Coleridge occasionally had qualms about how othérs
~e . might look upon his notes is clear; in: one placg he wrote:
‘ '"Mem. If I should die without having destroyed this and my.
. #other Memorandum Bqegks, I trust, that these Hints and fist
r - Thoughts, oftenfoo c®gitabilia rather than ao*ual c€ogitata a

me, may not be understood as my fixed .opinionSs-but merely as
. e Suggestions of the disquisdtion; '§ acts ot obedience'to the
, - ~apostolic command of Try ald thlngs. hold fast that which jis
. good " lbld ,» P. xix. ‘

- . M . »
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“

into Greek chatgcteys, as he did the ‘name of Sarah Hutchinson,

his mistress., :
\E\ A&t&ough Cobrfn's notes explaln almost every one of- -
Colerldge s entr1es 1nd1v1dua11y, they nowheré summarize the

read1ng notess" Where posslble Coburn specifies the source

.. of Coleridge's quptations (often taken down with no reference

to oflgln), but in preparfgg the not;} for publlcatlon she was\
. "haunted less by perfectlonlst standards than by the desire to
make Col‘erid'ge available wl *leridg‘e did not really make

conscious "read1ng notey'assuch Hemerer;otteddqdnfragments

5 in the same mercurial’ way that he recorded

13

from his- readlng

A}

his own thoughts: just as they came to him, witk little con-
rn abbﬁt verbal fidefity to the original (his'word-play

. .

extended even to ‘the Greek passagds he cop1ed), let alone the

\

catat1on of a .source.” His readlng notes range from notes on
‘., R N, ‘ *
.many B1b11ca1.texts %to extracts from a rare ,volume of Brunofz\\\\\\_j

Colerldge gathered phrases not only from books but from let-

&

“ters and conversat1on, t%o. : . - C o

The use of Coleridgefs readingsnotes, therefore, is not

- y
-

] ) 1"Sarah" was changed to "€APA." One is reminded of a
similar trick. used by young -Thomas Jefferson, who camouflaged -
the name '"Belinda" in his letters by wrltlng in backwards in
Greek characters: "ad™mixeg." ,

2Colerldge, "Text " Notebooks, 1!;1

4

SYet his reading notes are an 1mportant difference

. between his notebooks and Shelley s, which resemble Coleridge's

clearly in form.
4
noteb0pk 1, entry 6, p3551m. ‘ o

Ib1d , notebpok 21, ent}1‘es 927 28. ' L

i ' 61 _—:

s . - -

See, for example, Coler1dge, "Text," Notebooks, vol 1,

W
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easy to describe. Coburn her‘Elf says'"much work needs to be
dene dn Colerldge'head‘mg, not only of books but ofpemodr-

cals. nl TAL "Gutch Memorandum Book" conta1ned material taken

from travel literature and Lowes has treated 1t‘thorough1y in

his The Road to Xanadu. But, though the use of Coleridge's

notebook memoranda in his published work is traced in Coburn's

. notes, there js still quite an incomplete a¢counting of them.

- L]
.Fact, speculation and nonsense. Lowes' des ription Rf tlie-

v 1Ibid., p. xl. 21bid., p. xxiv,

Coleridge did do a certain amount of direct transcrlblng, but ’

e

——

'

not to thehfxtent that e1ther Bacon or M11ton d1d Certa1n

~ 4

~
ideas and turns of phrase appear in h}s poetic and prose writ-

ings that are reflected in h1s nhtes, but at this stage’ of

o
.

W,

»

e
scholarship, 11tt1§gmore can be said but that his notes“a551s—

ted him in reviewi certain deta1ls of his read1ng experlences '

that he might otherulse have forgotten '.

A

Certa1n1y Coleridge con51dered his reading important.
He often recorded the dates of read1ng and’ reread1ng books, not.
to mention passages:within books. 2 He once thought of a plan

for chart1ng one's 1nte11ectua1 growth wh1ch involved: .. S
beginning a separate notebook for ‘each of {two or thyg
great] writers, in which yoeur impressions .. . are t be'
recorded with date of each . . . [and revised about once
a year] . ., . [A] continuity would be given ‘to your being,
and its progressiveness insured. 'All your knowledge other-
wise obtained, whether. from books or conversation or - .
experjence gould find centres around which’ it would organ-
ize itself. . -

Coleridge's notebooks are°a faécinat ng as emblage‘of .

o

;Coleridge,'Anima Poetae, p. 253,

L)

-
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"Gutch Memorandum Book,".ﬁhen taken as a.description of the

whole body of Coleridse's notebooks, provides a fitting post-

L)
*

script: . .
It is a catch-all for suggestions jotted down chaotlcally r
from Coleridge"s absorbing adventures among books. It is

P ) a ‘fepository of waifs$ and strays of verse, some destined
) to find a dodgement later in -the pqems, others yet lying

N abandoned where they fell, like drifted leaves. It is a

+» mirror of the fitful_and ka1e1doscop1c moods and a record
. of the germinal ;geig‘qg\one ¢f the most supremely gifted
. and utterly incalkuldblé~spirits ever let loose upon the

: planet. . And it is like nothing else in the world so much
as a Jungle, illuminated eerily with patches of phosphor-

escent light, and peopled with uncanny Jife and strange

. exoti¢ flowers. But it is teeming and fecund soil, and

, ’ out of it 1ateI rose, like exhalations, Qleamlng and

? alrial shapes. , . .
. . ¥
’ ’ -v ) ¢ ot -
* The Journals and Miscellaneous Note- : ’ .
books -0of Ralph™Waldo Emersonl g i ) e
It is almost 1mp0551b!E to summarize mean1ngfu11y a
\)
mass of material so réeh and various as the publlshed notebooks

'

of Emerson. In these extensive trafiscriptions one sees a devo~
’ . . \
L3 L] ' . .
tion te the ptotdtliterary remains of Emerson verging on idola-
- ‘ ! I}

. try. The editorsrhaze employed and--ralas ‘for thém!-lcontjnue
A )
to employ the mos’meticglous techniques to reproduce the note- .
a 1, ,, '- . ‘ . i »,._/'./\
Loyes, p. 6. . )
Z ]

Ralph Waldb Emerson; 1803- f%sz - Sources: Scholarly
- ‘activity in the fields of Emerson and Thoreau has expanded
reatly during the past two decades. The basic.work here is-
. merson, Journals 'and Miscellaneous Notebooks. This work‘wgs
or;glnally contemplated to fill about sixXteen volumes. ate
4 (1977), thirteen of them have been issued, covering the yéars
Z;;_ISIQ -¥855. This edition is an approved text of the Center for

American Editjons of American Authors of the Modern Language
Associ#tion ahd bears its insignia. It supercedes the ten-
volume Journals of Ralph WaldowEmerson, eds. Edward ‘W, Emerson <
and Waldo Emérson Forbes (Boston: Houghton Mifflin; 1911), =imﬂ
its abridged offshoot, The Heart of Emerson's Journals, ed.

Bliss Perry (Bostoh: Houghton Mittlin, 1914}, ,

- . i-
. >
, - .
"
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books in aStonisbiﬁE detall.1 They not obly mdke every effort

to recover and present the "original text" (which sometimes ~

dncludes,erased pencil'writing!) but also to relate all the
[ . f i . _"_
materials to specifi¢ details' of Emerson's career as a lec- '

s ‘ turer, essayist, and poet. Magsses bfxfige print describe the
condition df each‘notebook explicitly, ’dssing pages'are faith-
fully*reported, and a ‘Ependlces carefully relate the codex manu-
scripts -to the publ1shed notebooks‘ A sy-stem of symbals. shows.
cancellatlons, 1nser{1ons, additions, var1ants, and mate%;g;i%
lost by accidentallmutilation (some ‘is recovered conjecturally
and is so labelled) The}ed1tors preserve\EEErson s or1g1nal
C- pagination and dat1ng, h1s system bff/ross referen‘Es, and ‘us‘
own 1ndexes to the notes (correcting his errors ‘and, expanding
hls abbreviated'citations with full'title and'page references).
They d1st1ngu1sh bg%ween e;tr1es or1g1nally made in pen and
'penc1l -and they descr1be s1gn1f1cant deta1ls of cap1tal1zat1on
and punctuat1on, as well as brackets, curves, double and tr1ple:.
underscor1ng,‘pract1ce penmansh1p, 1solated .words and letters,
' superscr1pts, 1nsert1ons, symbols (including po1nx1ng h!bds and
Emerson's "mark of or‘1g1nal authorship"), mar’gmaha, anc{the
sketches and m1scellaneous mark1ngs which decorate the QOte- -

The deta1ls of this procedure were carefully dec1ded

upon in‘advance by the CEAA. Aside from general objections to

e methods of the CEAA, the detail .in which the Emerson material

s being transcri was attacked by Lewis Mumford in "Emerson
Behind Barbed Wire, Ihe New York Review of Books 7 (January»ls,
1967):1-5. The CEAA 1is also pﬁbllsﬁ*hg Washington IrV1ng s
. Journals and Notebooks and Mark Twain's Notebooks and Journals,:

- eds. frrederick Anderson, Michael B. Frank and Kenneth M. San\}\'

derson, 2 wols. to date (1977) (Berkeley, Los Angeles: Univen-

51ty of Califodrnia Press, 1975-). —

el
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.books. The delight of this system of description is the way~ _ -

\\

it catalogs minor features explicitgy for the reader, leaving

-

. Yiftually nothing unnoted that might be overlooked in a fac-

simile &dition. This is not to say that the notebooks have

n strictly reproduced jot for jot in ~typeface, for the’

editors omit Eme¥son's underscoring to indicate intended revi-
. —— .
sion, they silently expand Emerson's common personal contrac-

tions, and they likéaﬁse omit slips—of the , false starts
at words, careless repetitions of a single ¥d, and Emersonbg\\\

occasional carets under insertions. To give an idea of how
‘- ‘ »

the original péges looked, a'page or two of facsimile is
‘ ‘ - .
includeéd in nearly every volume.l

4

Emerson's.notes represent many\ééjas.of record.i His
-notebooks include“both quotations and .orjginal writ{ng (some
of it early drafts of works), as well as index volumes that
gave Emerson ;‘conspectussof his reading and referred him to
;pecific pages in his notes. Emerson,scanned‘and reviewed his

previous journals thoroughly, rereading, revising, and index- °*

ing them not once, but often. He sometimes added comments

’ (g.g., "Pish.")2 at a latJ time. The editors describe the

- R 4 ' '
notebqpks by such titles "Blotting Book," "Blue Book," "Col-

s

-

: 1See, for example, the ledves inserted between pp. 158
and 159 in Emerson, Journals and Miscellaneous Notebooks, vol. 1.

. 2Ibid., l:xiii. Raymond Chandler also added comments
(¢.g., "Oh, my God," or "God help us") when rereading his note-. »
books when he sensed pretensiousness in his writing (Lhandler, -
P.+2). Louisa May Alcott did the same thing, adding comments
(e.g., "Good joke" apd "Poor little sinner!") to the diary she

was required to keep as a girl when she read it again forty

years later (Moffat, pp. 28-33). -

B 2
v }

-

65




"\

¢ . f ' a
- - 55 ‘ . - - i

lege Theme Book," ""Collectanea," "Memo," "Jonrnai," "Pocket
~- Diary," and "Sea Notes"; sometimeg they use Emerson's own
titles, such as "Composition,"'"Encycléoyd'a " "Index anor "

"Ylatonlana " "Qpestlons," "Sermons and Journal " "The Uni-

ver\e " and ''Wide World," not to mention the less 1maglnat1ve

ones such as '"Notebook Phi and "Blankbook. VIII "
LY .
The marks of Emerson 's 1nd1v1dua11ty are everywhere

N
_preserved in these. volumes in a11 their chdrm amd poignaney.

i . : & .

]

| Along with the more 1mportant Journal entr1es appear 1nc1denta1

| items such as 11sts of chores to be done, addresses of pe0p1e

; _ to see, agendai’and plans, and accounts. In the "Notebonk

/ Man;" the ed1tors report that ""a dried crocus 1s pressed betWeen
| [the] pages."1 The notebooks from Emerson)s student ays are

especially enjoyable w1th their draw1ngs df furled ba ners,

towers, human faces, bookcases, chests and ornamental ~scrolls
used to embellish titles~and headings. ‘In one place Emerson L
sketches a man whose feet have been b1tten off by a great fish®

sw1mm1ng nearby/rand adds ‘pe‘captlon, "My feet are'gone. I am
¢

-~

a flgﬁ Yes, I am 'a flsh'"2 Emerson frequently addressed;him .

P

seIf in his-notes, sometlm in tones of an-adult giving adv1ce

o In one place he beglns a short 1ecture to himself with_the

’

words, "Xoung Waldo, . . ."3 In another he beglns a list of

=

‘authors with“fjhOrtatory "Thou shalt read . :"4' Emerson

was still writing in notebooks by the time he was himself a

-~

. father and he reéorded the saylngs of his childrer in' them.’

- - : ‘ ' 9
jEmerson,.Joprnals and Miscellaneous Notebooks, 12: 56

-

21bid., 1087, Sbid., 1:42. - 3Emerson‘, Heart, p 188,

- ° - * N
.6(; ‘ )
. .

RS



C B 4

ts6 - | ' P
- One was spoken by his little daughter,'Ellen, who was sted if
it were*raining oux%idé,and replied, "The;e‘s tears oh tﬂe
wiq&ow."l - ‘4 S
Emerson drew\his intellectual vitalit{'éﬁégaa,myriad
‘of sgurces,tand he abstracted and commented on his eclectic
reziding2 constantly:' His Squrnals are so extengive'(182 vblz,
umes kept between the ages of sevénteen and seventy-two), that
only a brief summary of them is.possible here. ,Frﬁm his §tp-
dent'days, Emerson was an évid‘éoilegtor of the th&ﬂghts and
expressions oththers,‘and heucarefuliy treaﬁurgd the ‘many ,
notebooks of quotations that he cqmpiléa with such ailigénce.

_Emerson began his note-keeping habits at Harvard, where 'com-

monplacing" was the accepted.method ofiigudy.sldThat Emerson

1Emerson, Journals aﬁd‘Mfscq}laneous Notebooks, ,7:xi.

2For an account of Emerson's reading, see Kenneth W.

Cameron, Ralph Waldo Emegson's Reading (Hartford, Conn.: Tran-
scendental Books, 196Z2) and Emerson's Workshop: An Analysis

of His Reading in Periodicals to 1836 with the Principal
JThematic Key to His Essays, Poems, and Letters: Also Memora-e
bilia of Harvard and Concord, 2 vols. (Hartford; Conn.: Tran- -
scendental Books, 1964).7 Mr. Cameron has contributed substan-,
tially to scholarship of the American Renaissance with his - .
‘encyclopedic studies of sources. Unless .otherwisé noted, his
books to be listed in subsequent notes are published by. Ttans-
cendental Books .in Hartford, Commécticut. Cameron also pro-
duced a three-volume The Transcendentalists and Minerva (1958
and later issued selected chaptefs from it in Emerson and
Thoreau .as Readers (1972). See also his ‘three-volume Transcen-.
dental Climate: "New Sources for the.Study of Emerson, Thoreau,
and Their Contemporaries (1963). ~ R : .
* . . L)

-3For an account of the American practice of keeping
journals and commghplace books for.self-dnalysis and composi- -
tion, see Kenneth Murdock, Literature and Theology in Colonial
New England (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1949). For
a comprehensive survey of Emerson's early training in rhetoric .-
and traditions of commonplag¢ing, see Ralph S. Pohmeroy, '"Emer-
son as.a Public Speaker," (RWRD. «issertation, Stanford Uni-

ver$ity, 1960). - \ .

~
=

-~ . . y

»
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# had such a strong inclination to keep notebooks sprang no :doubt

-

from internal causes; but both the fact that commonplaciné was
"the hablt of the age'" ang that Emerson ] fhmlly included a .
'lohg 11ne of ministers for whom "lustre collectlng" was neces-

“ Emer-

son warmed  to the p;actlcel@radually "After a coqslderab£L QX

'sary for writing sermons certain®® had their 1hf1uence

1nterva1 " he wrote.in "Wide World 3, "] amostill willing to

think that these common

gg)hmé\gooks are very yseful an /)
i

harmless
ently

thlngs--at least quffi

to. warsant another t 1@}."

2

i . 3
Aside from one commonplace ‘boo , or "Index Rerum,"

. o
s were compiled at pandom. Later,
i headings and. systems of indexi
. i

’
e liked.

notebook
with to

, method

/\
ezson*;??ifst real reading record,

the“early
' ’
Emerson experimented

ng until he found a

4

"Wide World 1,"

opens with a list of "Books to be So,ught";4 it contains verba-

N

. v
tim’ quotations. The-succeeding "Wide World 2" records a
Emerson drew up of Teadings to do when he was bo?ed ("1.

Scott's novels § read carefully the mottoes of the chapters,"
: ¢

’ etc.) and a list of "Books--Inquirenda'" with a list of "Sub-
" IEmerson, Journalg and Mlscellaneous Notebooks 6:19.
°Ibid., 1:59. )
* 3Thls title .was used also by Woodrow Wilson for his
commonplace book. The flyleaf indexes-in the books of C. S.
» Lewis includge "igdex rerums" as well as "index verborums'" and

lists \of ''good passages.' (See his copy of The Works of John

Gower in the Marion E,

Wade Collection at Wheaton College,

Wheaton, Illinois.).
'

4'Em_erson, Journals and Miscellaneous Notebooks,

1:

27.
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o " jecets’ for 'I‘hem'es."1 "Blank Book ? XviIi» wasAed to collect -

.+,  nectes for a. dlssertatlon on Socrates.- The flrst of the true .

-. ' N *
“&e . quo{at};on books that Emerson kept was "The Un;werse.‘" It 1s S
A !

-fulL of long excerpts frg\ Emerson s readlng that cite auth

- dnd t),tle, but no page or. 1‘1ne numders. 7\nother record W ¢ '
_ N begun in Degember of oEmerson s sefflior year at Harvard whe ; ? .
- made a catalog*, books read-at .college (by‘n-o means exh&us- .

. tive), which eventualiy‘cnvered five years ('181°§7 24) of study .
o . . . : ,
*55* . and comprlsed 142 entries. L : >

+ M Al Y .
- N a [ L4 ”

Sl Interestlng as these records are, arec1ta1 of the c:onten'c,sr _»

=

. . »
- *
:‘ - of the | twos dozen notebooks that one mlght ‘call dlstlnctlve -

- *
reéords of Emerson s readlng would be ‘dreary, in great con-

= ’*1
- gl 0

\,\ 11

frast. to the actual ~records. "In ‘e publlshed notebﬁoks'r JFore-
wo

For o /
A ~Y1

'ds" contain excelleﬁt de&rlptz.,ons of Efnerson s worklng a

4

' me thods and explain his méans of compiling notes, draftlng

wgrks, and 1ﬁdexlng his notes (the 1ntroduc¢>ns-ﬁto vp‘lumes-é’_. R

) . H

e ané 17 are*mutstandlng 13 th1s regard). Emefson"s class'iﬁied v
- -

d’ notes.lnclude makxlaJ not only abdut -his readlng, -

‘
-

sg records of hls ‘own thoughts, notes from his letters

) ) T
to fr1end’s, and remar‘ks from the conversatlon ) frlends (such
' ‘. a ‘q ., r
as Jon!s ,Very,whose obSe?v tmns Eme.rSOn noted during .o

R . ’

Very s VlSlt of‘ several ys) and relatlves. I-‘.mersen s potd&~ = - @

books are a long strmg of blue bodks ahﬂ)ocket dx}rles con-' .

ta‘ming bopk hsts (for buymg, bérroying, or \reading), quota-

. o .
. ti s short and long (wlth only general refdences to t.heir : - oo

sources), and commentaries on readings. Ln the beginning these " ’

-
’ .
i v

.rj]'-’lts’td.-,'p..ls‘gé‘ T . -

5 . SRR |

. - - . ‘ . "
v h . ——
4 M - ‘i, 3 - .
e - “ 4 L « .




\ had “ . N 3

] f ¢ o . 59 .
notes were'mlxei wzzzh?;gs relA(ed memoranda, but as Emerson . 4351
ripened as a‘thlnker and writer he abandoned the}grab bag TS
arrangement “of Jhis youth for schemes in wh1ch related -."ﬁ

»
matef’*'!’were kept togethbr s such as '"Com-

Sub)ect head1

well- knowﬂ to read-

T

pensatlon," "De51gno" and "Nature ' tod
' ﬁ ﬂ ©
ers of. hlS essays, recur eVer more Qrequently i thqplater

—

Thousands of entrles testify to Emersdh S 1nterest

-

-in Bacbn, Carlyle, Colerldge, Goethe, Montalgne, and Plutarch

notebooks

"(atithors. long recognized as important to his thought),- not to
mentlon hls nodd1ng acqua1ntances With countless lessen»l1ghts

-
For the reader of the notebooks, the 1ntrodugt10n to each vol-
]

oN,

wme relares the materlal in it to Emerson s work and to changes .

in his attitudes and outlook, and thick layers of footnotes

[} R ‘ . . R ) . - .
,explain allusions and trace ideas and quotatio thetro \

» ‘ @ . .
sources. Wlth the passlng of t1me, Emersén's comments on hls . ¢

read1ng (e g., "I won't relax W1th poetry. I‘want something

rd

more brac1ng.. I'fl take Montalgne )l-are increa51ng1y con- ' . ,“(

[

_‘?ned to his journal and do not 1ntrude into h1s reading notes.2.~

o
¢ ' For Emerson,keeping notebooks was bobh,useful a.plea-

» .
sureful. He had, .a strong sensé of *the val.g of even alf- . A
.q .

- . -~
-

- formed“ deas:

‘e

I grow richer because 1
. and fractions are’

"Th{s book is ‘my savings Bank. 3
‘e ha somewhere to dep051t my sav1ngs

.
- P . . ‘ ’
- & N N

llbid\,‘6'1'3" S e

The editors d15t1ngu15hqpetween Emerson s "Journals"
and his "miscellaneous notebooks’" sometimes devoting separate
’volumes to the material of each of the two d1fferent kinds.

. 3Thoreau shatd 1Iisfggxi;ude with Bmerson, as shown.by .
th1s passage from his journa 3} . . - . S
¢ . . . =
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worth more #ecause co;rgéponding fractions are waiting

here which shall be made integers by their addition.l
lﬂiS'notes assured Emerson of his potentialfas a writer and__
made his Sallies into literature, feeble though they were -at
£1rst tang1b1e to him. He once wrote to Thomas Carlyle,

I send .you a little book I have just now publlshed as -
an entering wedge. I hope for somethlng more worthy and

significtt. z

;
EmerSon was so convinced of the value of notebooks that he“

urged others to keep them (despite his statement in "Self-

‘Reliance'": '". . ™our notebooks impede our memories, our_ ™

libraries overlead our wits."). Once he a§ked his .brother

To set down such c.h01ce experlencas that my writ-
ings may inspire me and at last I.may make wholes{ of parts. .
Certalnly it is a distinkt professioR to rescue from obliv-
ion #nd to -fix the sentiments and thoughts which'visit
.all men more or less generadly, that the contemplatlon of
the unfinished picture may suggess- its harmenious comple-
tion. Associate reverently and as much ds you can w h
.your loftiest thoughts. an£ thought that is welcomed and
recorded is a nest egg, by the side of which more will- be
laid.™ Thoughts accidentally thrown ‘together® become a frame'
in which more may be, developed and exhibited. Perhaps this
is the main value of a habit writing, of keeping a jour-
nal--that so we remember our best hours and stimulate our-
selve's, ' My .thoughts are; my company. They have a certain
1nd1v1dua11ty and separate existéhte, aye, personality.
‘Hav1ng by chance recorded a few disconnected- thoughts and-
‘then htoughé them into juxtapositien, they suggest a whole.
- .new field'in whjch it was possiBle to labor and to think.
) Thought begat thought
Thoreau, Heart,-p. 73. Henry James also euloglze& his note-
books: ™I am in-full possession of accumulated resources--I
have only to use ‘them, to insist,- to fersist, tt’ do. something’
more--tqg do much more--than I have done.' « - All life 1s-—at
my age, with all one's artistit soul the record of it--ln one's

noii;i, as it were,", (James p. X). .

;Emerson Heart, p. B - O

- . . .
,ZEmerson,-Journals and Miséeﬁlaneoﬁs‘Notebooks, 5:ix.
A ' * ’

,
[}
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- , Edward to start one¥‘c1t1ng Bacon' s‘kules for a traveller: .
1 ‘ \ Lo
/ii? "the f1r$t is to keep a Journal " L R : CoL]

\
|
|

‘ Bmerson s notes weif valuable, no’ doubt ‘in, spurrfng
’ ‘ |
. \y his 1nte11ectua1¢development but thpy were offen. made with 1

”~ the 1ntent10n of future use in hlS poems, essays and lectures

. 7 L 4

Hls Jdurnals formed a“sort of art1f1c1a1 memory for #&m VA

great ‘man quotes brave@y," he once observed butﬁ*e mlgh{ have

added ‘the asjde that the great man also covers\his tracks. . In e

s

L hlS own wr1t1ng Emerson frequently shoWs when he i's quoting but .

3

almost always omlts the name of the person quoted At other - v

— times Emerson neglects ent1re1y)vb 1nd1cate that4he is’ quotlng,

5
hd '

let alone refer to a source It is no{ as though Emerson were C
not consplou y quotlng someqne elsg; his "use marks"--ven¢1ca1
l * and d1agona1 11nes strudk through entrles (pencil for 1ectures, e

‘ : 3 v '
¢irk. for other wr1t1ngs}4fsﬁz; that he was usually Careful noq :

Y

to reuse phrases. §omet1mes he changed the *ordlng .oT meanlng\

of an orfglnal statement he ‘quoted Lat1n and Greek authors,

- for example .1n hls own translation without credrg'?b the origi-
—_—
nators But, as hls ed1tors sUmmar1ze it, rthe rlght words at ., .
.the r1ght t1me wexe what he wanted 2 .and hlS no;epboks pro- )

Nuded an 1mportant means for f1nd1ng the“rlght words. " T et ‘

. _
- »

P . & ¢ ‘ LN
» ‘ ‘1{7 C."'LaRosa, "Emerson's Search for L1terary .Form: " .
The Early Journals,'" Modern Philology 69 (1971):25-35, Samgel ‘ .

Johnson was npotorious for encouraging other pgople to keep
‘diaries, though he could never ersist in keeping one himself

(Donald Hyde and Mary Hyde; ohmson and. Journals,!' The Newy - .
+ - Colophaps— A Book' Cellectors Quarterly 5 ,(1952) --Iisaﬁ’4 co -_\\}f
K i 2Emerson, Journals and Miseellaneous‘Notebooks, -6 xifh ,' L
: *Bmerson expressed h1§§phllosophy of.quotation inTthe essay ! Cf ol
@ "Qudtation and Origh 11ty L - . - R
- ) | N IR
l TN . a N . ) ., t“- . . . “ ) ' ‘-

lr, I - .. . '.*ﬂ,‘-'.%. .' T
; \.i‘ "".'-‘ .‘| L] ‘72 . % . l“‘ N L : .1“.‘
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s The Journal 'of Henry David Thoreau!l '

o r © < :
" . \ TIQ notebooks of Henry David Thoreau are still ‘neatly
" ot ~ - .. ' -
packed in a strong handmade box (the home - Thoreau built for

them), just as theY':ﬁ?]i stored when Emerson came to borrow .
' : . S . } . '
o " them from Thoreau's sister, Sophia; after Thoreau's deagh.z
s S . o
Perhapsyit was 'then, that Emerson’saw the two-million-word

journal (Thoteau always ‘referrgd to it in the singulat) iﬁ'ifk

ty enti?éty’for thg first time. It had taken tw%nty*four yéars.

- -
o to write.- There were thirty-nine 'volumes and the first one
. openéd-with a‘slighfly.cnyptic-éhtry: -'.“:
’ ‘ ’ . . L4 ‘T v ' . ’ . .
o o ‘What are you doing now,' Eﬂ asked. 'Dg you keep a jour-
e - nal?' So I make.my first entry to-day. . , .
Y ' T

. [ \ f

- wa Trson. . . C e

L . The example of Emérson-(sixteen years Thoreau's senior)
: joIREeen magreau’s s :

LI

: . ,

h A o . ol I Y . N

e **:Eﬁennyfuavidfﬁhoreau, 1817-62.% Sources; Henry David

' v gThoreau, The Joutrhal of-Hefiry D. Thorequ, 14 vols. in:2, eds.

.~ ‘®Bradford Torrey -and Prancis H. Allen (New. York: Dover, . 1962) '
is the basic work; Thoreau, Heart is an abridgment. Three

)

Cameron, whose, exhaustive studies of Emgrson ‘have 'been seen:
“"Thoreau's Fatxlgook, éAvols.'(19661! Thoreau's Canadian Notcf/ .
‘books and"Record of Surveys: Sele ved  Chapters from Transcen- -
dental Climate '(1967); and Transcendentai®Apprensiceship:

-, . '*Notes on' Young Henry Thoreau's Reading;” A Conjecture with a

- ., 7 cant and%Wseful of .the three; it "assembles the surviving note-

' books and Teading 'systems* of young Thoreau, organizing the.%

* " material chronologically with editorial expan$idns .and commen- '
tary to point’ up significance,” (Preface).- Since thése are

materials from school, however, they will not be discussed here:

They conSist mainly of ,verbatim quotations, though sometimes
passages are condensed. ‘Entries are usually followed by the,
’ '\ author and frequently the-title af ‘the parent ‘work. No page -
' numbers appeared in the original, although Cameron has supplied
&, them where possible. =, . to : e 3

Id
4

" Thérgau, Jouinal, 1:vi. . SThoreal, Heazt,. p. 2.

Sy - C -

N

#

O Could Emerson guess.' who "he" was?’ One can oni){' hope so: "he"w

’ - ( other of Thoreau's tecords have been .edited by Kehneth H. 4‘

B . t
N ! ’
) .
o 3. . A
. , . ‘ by - ’ . . . A
. - " . .
- R h . - [
.

Researcher's Indey (1976). This last work is, the Most signifi-*
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. had ‘been important to Thoreau all hisgadult 1ife. As a Harvard

- &  student, Thoreaﬁ‘had borrowed from him (and copied) a' common-

.

. place book that Emerson h1mse1f later used in
« ® ,

his Parnassus ‘, At Emerson's urgxng, Thoreau?began his Jour-

e writing of

nal at the age of twenty, soon aftern leaving gollege. Emeyson

@

- had used his dwn joornaIs4rs exercise booké for deveioping ‘

« did somqwhat the same thlng Later, howeve€: he founa that he
preferred to- complle polxsh, and reflqs his’ thoughts before
wr1t1ng in his journal, "a fact proved b?the exlstEnZ:e ofﬁiary
prelrmlnary drafts of the 1ater‘journa1 éexts n?
been noted Thoreau 11ked the rough-hewn quality of the jour-,

‘na1 and was particularly fond os'the detached

rlsms--pensees--that Pmerson liked. The few.of Tho

‘ wrltlngs that were pub11shed durlng h15 11fet1me (Walde

!>

'Week and a few magau{]e art1c1es) were allﬁelxberately worked
.

R ) - .
out from passages in t'he journal. ( t“” S (P

\'.\
Thoreau w3s a 11terary diarist who kept«hls?; urnal for

the sake of the d15c1p11ned focus it rout1ne1y requxred of hxmn
Hg wrote in '"'ordinary blank bgoks of the sort furnished by
.’ country shopkeepers . s larger or: smaller as mxght happen4

&

Ad of varf1ng shapes . .-tﬂs‘ In one placelhe poxntedly com-

' ed "I cannot eas11y buy* 3 blankpook wr1te‘thoughts 1n,

"~ they are commonly ruled “for dol&nrs and’ cents "’ Thoreau s

-

b T
",ship\ pp. 209-11. ‘
. 2Thoreau ‘Journal i}ﬁf ’ '3Ihfd.? 1:9, .

Abid., 1:262. A0 o

' . ¢ » - } “ .o

[ ‘ :. ""' c

. Yet, as has

4 .

ideagrand as éour‘ce bod‘ks for stockpiling i'néights At 'first'Thoreau '

¢

' :

laconic apho- ’<::§25*’<i

‘],

llt is printed in Cameron Tfknscendental Apprentgcia\\\
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1 - P2, g

readlng is frequently the subJect of d15cuss1on in his jour-
. naf. In some places, Thoreau 51mp1y cop1ed quotations without

comment, as in_ a commonplace book. The first-pages of his
by ;

Journal conta1n a long reg1ster of such material. But such

ent'1es are less commen than Thoreau's commentar1es on his

reading. A: scann1ng of the table of contents in the published

on reveals numerous references t&adlng, many of them.

.

of the. ear11es£ section t1t1£s should suffice to show the
a

»

\
€Y, "Zeno the Stoic . . . 01d Books .. Homer . . . Ana- . .
reon's Od\ye}to the C1c@a" (Chapter Two), "Aeschylus ", . .
L1nnaeus" (Chapter Three), '""Bodks of Anc1ent History" .(Chapter

- Five). In sych passages Thoreau comments oh the works and their

¢

o T authors of;en quite sub3ect1ye1y.r Any quotations that appear
.are.not'long. . * ’ .

%“%ﬁﬂﬁl » Though he sometimes read 1ﬂten51verx\on spec1a1 ‘topi¢s:
. ' Phs“he é%d'when\pxeparing for a trup‘tb’Canada), Thoreau{\\ .

- nead1ng Was w1de ranggng and desulé%ry Th1s is, the kind of ‘
- A v ¥4
. - ;eccrd that the Journal ‘was. "Though reflned 1n’many ways, it

gt

S " was wr!tfen by Thoreau unto h1mse1f ﬂis ‘notes, and his read1ng o
v w <, ‘
were useful in keep1ng certaln ideas apd concepts avallablhfto
E »
.‘. 1 . . - - '
»

R - 1Kenneth Cameron has descr ed Thoreau's*reading éxhaus-

"+ tively from his high school 'years on.' See Yqung Thoréau and
‘ K the Classics: A Review: The Curriculum of the -Concord Academ

.s Toun \ ameron orea SCOVers
i son: A Col eye Re f

.Record (New YorE Néi_YoTrk Public .
rary, giter Roy Harding, Thoreati*s Librar . -
(Chatlotﬁesvilie Un1verslty of V1rg1n1a Press, 1957). ‘ C

”

LI N " . . .
- . .
. - . - - > i -
! A‘ r" N ) 75 - ' e N - e, ’ v *
+ - »
P . 2 , , &
. - . - *
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4. . , |
him. _Thoreau's journal is a storehouse of information and.
X . .
observations that kepwa ™Moreau uell-nourished during his lage-

time and .that, thanks to its publication, continues to nour--
R - . . » - Co

' . .3

ish posterity. .

The Notebobks of Mark Twaih1 : .

‘My boy, you must get a‘little memorandum-book, and every
time I tel¥ you a thing, put it down right away. There
is only one way to be a pilot and that is to get this
entire river by heart. :

Mark Twain was tweénty-one years old when Horace Bixby, .the
riverboat pilot to whom he had apprenticed himself, approached
—~ him "in the géntlest way'" with this advice. Twain had just
failed an oral examination based on the points of the river
¢ . .
passed on the preceeding watch in which, according to his own
account,. he showed that he had not learnéd'?énough to pilot a

cow down a lane;"s,‘Twpin took Bixby's éuggéstion,"thefbby

eginning what.was to become the third of forty-nine notebooks

.

—

A ]

< legt belind at his dedth. A

-

. 3} o g ' . . .

. 1Mark Twain, 1835-1910. Sourges:- Twain, Notebooks™
as of this writing, presents a transcription of twenty-one of
the-foqty-?%ne extapt notebooks (twelve in vol. 1, nine in
vol., 2). supercedes Mark Twain's Notebook, ed. .Albert
Bigelow Paine ‘(New York: Harper and Brothers, 1935). Although
produced by the CEAA, this most recent edition is presented in
.lesser detail than Emexrson's Journals, and in many places con-
sists only of e€xtracts. . The introdultions to the various note-

" books discuss thoroughly the impértant references in Twain's
writing to notebooks. .. ‘& - ’

™

?Twain; NotebdokJK'lfl (quote fr&mtchabteriﬁ'qn'hife

. of the Mississippi). ‘ , -
S .e .

* 31bid. LT R S
. | .

' _4So$e\of these hotes'appear on ibid., p. 42, and_are“? ,

N

pictured on p. 44,

4

\

L3
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' . -
. . . . .. »> ’ \r
A - . Twain's first surviving notes had been made two years - - \°
. . pxevipusly-when the nipeteen-year-old printer kept running notes ona

book about .phrenplogy and made studious li'sts of French -words ,
with their English equivalents and charts of conjugated verbszl .

These jottings, which included reminders about ertands, together '
with miscellaneous observations, were-made in a random form .
that was to characterize most of the notebooks kept .sggradi-

- %,

cally over the next fifty years. Like Coleridge and_éthers,‘

4

Twain used wha;:ver Spaée in the notebooks -was available, inserting. =
» /

. 4 . s 4 s
material haphazardly 'and sometimes writing back-to-front.

\ .

N\

Most of his notebogtijere of pocket size‘and were called into

use under all kinds .conditions, ré%hlting at times in greatly

: -
cluttered pages. . Twain wrote "while on horseback, or aboard

2

ship, in a carriage or a crowd, or in very bad light"‘ and

occasionallr-would iﬁadvertently write off the end of a page.
He used a number of‘devices to separate entries,fincluding_hori- «
"zontal lines, flourishes,‘and indentafions. Sometimes he" tore
off part of a page to write a'message; at other times he added
clippings aﬁd scraps of paper with notes others had written.
He drew maps and sketches and sometimes even put qun.a frag-~‘
- S ment of'm_usic (one l’ine looks like "Do-Dah" by Stephen Foster) .3
1 B ' . . \ [
. It is.interegqting -to see the efforts 'to learn foreign
languages that are recorded in certain published notebooks.
» "Coleridge listed many German phrases and.practiced composition
. ' in his notes [(Coleridge, Notebooks, 1:359ff). 1In teachimg him- .
: self Latin, Leonardo da Vinci made long vocabulary lists with
,@efinitions, which are published and subjected to psychological

evaluation, in Raymond S. Sgites, The Sublimations of Leonardo
da Vinci (Washington, D.€7: - Smithsonian Institution Press,

m;,—ip. 175ff" o . * s = ) , ¢
. '_f v szain, Notebooks, 1:581. - - ?Ibid., i:58. o

1 ’ .. - . . , , ‘
Q- o ‘.- & , \" . . » o,
-‘ P !
1] ‘ @
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. ‘ ." . - ‘
Twain must have been impressed with the usefulness of note-

LA

bo_oks1 because he himself became involved in the blankbook
manufacturing business.za Evéntuagly, he became so accustomed
to making notes that he once usigga pack of playing cards when

he had nothing else to write omn.

A large number of Twain's notes are matter-of-fact rec-

ords whose value is. ephemeral., ‘But Twain must have enjoyed
. . , . g [ 2
gven these notes when in later years he rediseovered and read

over notebooks not usedlfn dec;des. (In reading his notes
. Ly , \ ~
1,." | - i |
Although he could ridicule his own travel notebooks in
The Innocents Abroad (see Twajin, Notebooks, 1:71).

%Twain once invented a notebook, apparently for ¢ommer-
cial 'sale, in which "each‘page had an 'ear' at the top, to be
torn off when the page was filled. The book then opened at the
next blank page." (Twain; Notebook 1leaf between pp. 98-99,
shows a picture of the ‘invention.) Twain_also invented a kind
of scrapbook: .

"During this period, Clemens, wa® involved in the manufacture
of 'Mark Twain's Patent-Self-Pasting Scrap Book,' an inven-
tion which Clemens had enthusiastieally announced to his
brothet Orion on 11 August 1872: 'My idea is this: Make
.a scrap-book with leaves veneered or coated with -gum-stickum
of some kind; wet the page with sponge, brush, rag or tongue,
and dab on your scraps like postage stamps. . . . [A] great
humanizing and civilizing invention' . . . The sales of, the
strqpbook were steady, if not extraordinary. Slote), Wood-
man § Company's statement for the period emling 31 December *
1877 shows that twenty-five-thousand copies of the scrap-
book wewe sold . . . The scrapbook was Clemens' only com-
- mercially successful invention." ‘ - R
(Twain, Notebooks, 2:12, note 2). « ’
3Twain's'accoun,t: .o
"When we first sailed away from Ostend I found myself in a
dilemma; I had no notebook. But "any port in a stform," as -
the sailors say. b found a fair, full pack of playing cards
ih my overcoat pocket--one always likes to have sometging
along to amuse children with¢«-and really they proved excel-
lent to take notes on, © . . I made all the notegfI needed.
The aces and low '"spot" gards are very good indded to write -
memoranda on, but I will not recommend the Kings and Jacks.™
(Twain, Notebooks, 1:4). . . ' '

a



K < Zbid., 2712, Sibid., 1:458-67.  *Ibid., pp. 476fF, .
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again, Twain sometimes added and dated interlinear comme_nts.)1

»

However, some of the notes do provide a glimpse even pé out-
siders of his inner life: o

Gobbled the youth's place in the line § was‘%rbud of
my . . . manly assertion of my rights. When he %yielded §
looked sb meek § abashed, felt infinitely ashamed of L4
myself. Did not get through blushing for an hour.?2

Scraps from Twain's reading appear unpredictably‘ip his '
notes. Here and there, among laﬁndry lists, shopping reminders,
family anecdotes, notes about appointments, 3nd personal and

family accoynts (the most characteristic insertion in an§ of,~
< - y? )

the qulishe& notebooks), are a Shakespearean sonnet (and one’

by Sheffield, Earl of Buckingham), an extract from.Voltaire,
. " 2
and a religious poem, "The Burial of Mosess# The most sus-

. N . , .
tained reading notes, though, were made in prepdration for .

-

major-undertakings. During a voyaée across the Ailantic,for exam-

ple, Twain made use of the ship's library to prepare a gorta*
’ ' ’

ble reference -guide for his approaching visit#to the Holy Land,

which included notes on Greece, Balaklava, and the Dardanelles
. ’ ) ¢ M .\
as well. He listed great numbers of Biblical references perti-

nent to the places be intendeé to visitd and made extracts fTPM-'
a pious travel guide.4 He interspersed his detailed zisforical;
and'geographiéal notes with.the amusding ana-Skeﬁtical asides
one wbuld expect of him: . —

[the sons of Ihé‘priést Eli] gréﬁ'uﬂ.in iniqnity'uﬂfes-

trained by parental authority (like the sons of preachers
generally) . . . [Israel] again went out to.battle but

1)

’, 1As in' the case of his piloting notes. Ibid., p. 45. ¢
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69 . - >
‘Isréel had sinned § god=was not with them (or maybe théy,
" hadn't a good general).l . e
Night gafhers Tound [Jacob]--he takes a £tone’for. a pil-
low--(Jacob was not,particglar) the hard.earth for his
bed (hard but roomy) . . . :

-

(As it turned out, these notes were of little use ;g him

because the itinerary. for his trip.was changed.) Althouéh\he;‘ .

did occasionally cobpy short passages from his teqﬁing becduse
~ - . . ey ' d -
he liked tlem, most of his reading notes were made for utili-

, . ~ -
tarian reasons. - Since Twain-used his quotations éreatively,\_

he had no need to-add citations to what he copied or para-

. , 4 ‘

phrased beyond an occasional note of author or title. He cer-

4

tainly did not make'reading'notes ritually; even though he read

w

large amounts of historical material as a backgroundfforowrit-K )

“ing The Prince and the Pauper (and books-onotﬁéology and His-

tory for A Connecticut-Yankee), he left only scénty’remains;in t

a . . ) . B ’
his notebooks from these perlods.i . tT e _
= . . - . ’ - : "
In contrast to those seen far, 4the notebooks of - P
Mark Twein are homely and variegated records.. They do eontain .

reading notes, though not extensive ones on an Emersonian kind,

and they do.ifluminafe the inner fan, but not as Coleridge's

do. These, rather, are the e\fry&éy niies.df an ;tiﬁéfgﬁtézoux- :;
halist.and'lecturér who made notesiogly when he had to: - -

It is.a troubleseme thjing for a lazy '‘man to Iagf notes’, and-
so I used to try in my young days -to pack my impressions. in
my head, But that can's be done’satisfactorily,.and so I
went from that to another stage--that of making .notes in a

- note-book. But I jotted them dowh in so skeleton a form

A

that they did not bring back to me what it was I wanted .
& . o
.
v 11bid., p. 477.  %Ibid.,.\p. -480. |
. 3see ibjd., 2:369-70, on The Prince 'and the Pauper. * ' -
. 4 ‘%\ . . ) . "“ I ,
¢ . . S
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them to furnish. Having discovered that defect, I have .
-mended my ways a good deal in this respect, but still my
notes are inadequate, , However, there may be some advan-
tage to the Teader in this, since in the absence of potes
imagination has often to supply the place of facts.l N
' o . .

s 7

The Literarerotés of Thomas Hardy

2

Toward the end of his life, Thomas Hardy destroyed most
~ of his personal papers and diaries'and, following his death; o

still more were aestroyed acéording to his wishes. Among his
. N - - ’ b,‘
are three stationery dccount.books.

f . Ed

~few surviving notebooks

or ledgers,3 all quite legible. One (6on¢ainiqg twenty-three
\ 0 | A -

~1Tuain;quoted in an interview in 1898, ibid., '1:5.

- ’ZThomas Hardy, 1840-1928. Sources: Thomas Hardy, The
Literary Notes of Thomas Hardy, .ed. Lennart A. Bj¥rk,.4 vols,
(two*containing Hardy's notés, twe containing the editorial ‘ .
appar s) (GYteborg, Sweden: Acta Universitatis-Gothoburgen-
sis,-1974). Hardy's notes -occupy 500 pages of printed text; -
-they originally-covered 294 pages, not, to mention some imserted
leaves tipped into the notebooks and a\few loose pages. Each
entry Is assigned a number by the editor {Hardy did- not apsign
them himself). References to the editorjal preface will take.
the .form "Bjdrk, p. *." Another editébn of Hardy's note-
books is Thomas® Hardy, Notebooks and Letters from Julia 'Augusta
Martin, ed. with'notes by -Evelyn Hardy (New YOrk: St. Martin's
Press, 1955). Bj¥rk cites ﬁﬁat is probably anothér edition of
the same material, Thomas Hardybs Notebook; ed. Evelyn Hardy’
(Léndon: n.p., 1955); Hardy¥®s notehooks are also disc@®sed in
Millgate and O0)Sullivan. Florence Emily Hardy, The Life of
Thomas Hardy, 1840-1928 (London: n.p., 1962), cited frequgntly '
by Bjdrk In his "Preface" (é.g., p. xii) is another sou:ge;ef:
information'.- Ce : MR I -

. '3A fourth one bearing the heading "Facts, from Newspapers, '

Histories, Biographies and other Chronicles-:(mainly Local)"

‘is, preserved along with these three, but was not transcribed  __
. and annotated (because of financial.tonstraints?) "in ‘tie Bj¥rk .
edition. All-'four were made publically ayailable in 1962,
Another small notebook of 1865 entitled ﬁ*tudies, specimens, -
etc."” is in a private collection, apparently not accessible to
.the public (BjYrk, p. xxix). _Evelyn Hardy describes in addi-

tion a small notebook headed.'Memoranda of Custom®, Dates, §c---

(viz. Prose M(tte;) I," (Bj¥rk, p. xxxiv). -

-~
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* pages of text), small and rectangolar 1 bears no proper title
\\

1 -

its first pages are m1551ng), although "1867" is WMitten upon
~ % : ‘

Tont fl?’leaf, thee other two squarish not ooks2 aré °

entithed "Literary Notes I" (143 pages of ‘text) and'"Literary
) “ ']
Notes IN" (128 pages). Their'contents were not intended for

publicatiam. '"Literary Notes II" even contains a note in
e

Hardy's hand:‘ "Not to be published or promulgated."3 Material

s ’ )
was;recorded in -the notebooks from. the 186Q!s until 1927,4

and+
thus represents all but the first few years of Hardy's career
-as a novelidt. The most important‘part of -the notes was beguﬁ
°during a perlod in Hardy s work marked by an increased ambltlon

. ‘ to esthetlc‘snd 1deolog1cal SOphlSthatlon

/
Far from the Madd1ngﬁCrowd (1874) had. establlshed Hardy

in England and Franc?‘as a mﬁjor novelist of rustic Jife and

manners. Wh11e he must have apprec1ated critical recognltlon
} E

LAt 1s clear that he - ‘resented -being ca;egorlzed as 11tt1e more ¢

~

than a chromlcler of country#life, Hardy d1d entertaln some
‘speculatrve asplrftlons and found fhe narrowness of the r&ognl-
s tlon given to his work nnﬁlatterlng ."He was aware," wrote '

Plorencp Emlly Hardy, "of -the pecuniary value of the repugat1on

v Y gy 2

7.1/4 by 8 7/8"; and 7 1/8".by 9“. '
3Bjt!rk"‘p xxxi. ] ‘ -
4Approxnnatedateswhen the notebooks were used are:

. '1867 Notebook (1860's-1885) el e e
. Literary Notes I - (mid-1870's- 1888) ‘
N " Literary Notes II. (1888-1927)°
Ibid. pp‘ xxxi-xxxii, The most likely siﬁrtlng p01nt for
Hardy s "Literary Notes" (the most signif#ant pogtion of the -
" surviving nqtes), was the first half of 1876 (Hars was thir}y
. six years old). But he«y:ay have begun them as Iate as the 14te
spring of 1877 (}bld , p xxxv)

’
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g L@ works of. ﬁumsm he ,ngld read to 1mprove his writing,

. e ~&re the only modern critics who seem to me worth reading--

Hl

1876 Hagdy;,wrote to h1s frzend Leslie Stephens, to ask what  °°

-

/
£ ) *

- Stephen' smly .was’ that Hardy should avold literary. grltl- i

-

W L4
Cism; it cOuld only make h1m more self -conscioud. He did-

nqntheles;s Jnake some’ suggestions“é‘ .o S,
L s -3 - : -
I.sM8f¥d . . . advise the great Writers QShakespeare o
1, .. Ggethe, Scott &t &c, who, give ideas § don't prescrib -
- " ¥yles.  Sainte Beu®® and. Mat. Arnold (in a smafler wa

perhaps, too, Lowell., . . .. [A]Jbove all . . . read George ,
Sand, whose country stories seem to me perfect, and have
a certam°aff1n$€y to yqurs. 2 P . .
. “ « w \‘
The adv1ce~wa;5 of 11m1ted use to Hardy, who had read "the great

Ran SO L e L4

" writers' befdre ~But at- th1s t1me Hardy did take,a year’ s s‘ab-

.i‘ . . 1

batzca‘l from wr1t1ng v He made -use of this time to, read exten-

s1ve1y, studymg a.nd“ collectmg material wh1ch would be of use - ¥

o o . [
td’f’ﬁlm as *a ‘erter . o

‘e

the scope ‘and ser1ousness of his_ preparatzons for his wr1t1ng

career in his mid- tﬂgues He had made other preparatory stu-
: \ 5, :

- d és befare asd docment%by Other noteéwks kept from \1865

l

onwaxﬁ%;, and a.note of M‘arch 187; "Read again Adﬁson Macau‘)',,

Newman Sterne‘ Defoe lsamb Glbbon Burke, Tmes leadérs, etc.
» .

,
" //-A. ) Ibid., p. x‘n *cﬂtmg Florence Hardy, L1fe p» 102 .
N ;‘L ZIbld., P. xvnl/\ C1f1n§ Freder1c W1111am Jdaltland The. )
U L1fe and Letters of es ie Step ens(London n.p., 1906), .

ei;"

. pp. ¢90-9T, and add 'The letter~ 1? also partly quoted in The
. L1£é of Thomas Hardy‘[op ‘cit, Jy~p. 109."—

.
. ~ N .
+ . N - - . "
'-; ‘ _ 2. “ » ‘ - * / % N
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L It appears then tha’t Thomas‘Hardy deliberhitely 1ncreased “
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in a study of style.“; But his later effortsﬁ‘

even more frefitful.
nif prov1de a full picture of h1s general self‘}nstructlon
or a full account of his 1j terary s{nd1es, do show the kinds

é - &2 wgly ® ‘o
of reading Hardy con§1dered desirable and neces?ary for his

"woi} They reflect a slgn1f3€ﬁg§j‘§ktlon of Iris planned course )
of study tq}h;oaden hls knowledge and 1ncrease the‘mtellectual‘b j‘

N,
N Notes "a passage from Arnold, seems to summarlze Hardy s

-
sophlstlca§1on of his wrrtlngglA late entry in the "L1terary
“ s

—

' phllosophy of learning: na great poet receives h1s

'%uper1or1t from h1s appllcatlon_ . to his subject . . . of
{ Ix -

- «the ideas,. ., wh1ch Hi has acqﬁired for himself. n3

A J

L 2

The earller nUtes Zhow Hardy s obvious enthus1asm for .

LT e - ﬂ{
theq ew prOJeCt, reflected in- the great number of entr1es W1t

" >

materlal pub11shed ip 1876 4 Th1s burst'of enthu51a§m'was
apparently fueled by a backlog of. old materid#l- that was ready‘ o
to be cop1ed anew; the first noes appear to have beén entered '
en masse by hrs firs¥ w1fe, ~although’ Hardy usually made the . .

entries h1mself He apparently made the flrsx entry 1n "ther-

- - A

ary-Notes I" to show how he wished the materlal ‘to be’ cop1ed

- \ ‘”“ ’ ot 4
‘ lBJUrk p xv1, c1t1ng Evelyn Hardy, Life, p., 105.

2The usefulna"ﬂe£»perkg§al .journals in a!'odg;lct1c1sm-

.was emphasized in a recent -bo Ronald Gross, The Lifelong -
Learner: A Guide _to Self-Develbpment (New York: Simon anﬁ

Ws teviewed in The New York Times Book -
. Review 82 (SeptemBer.11, 1977):24. According to the review

(wrltte& by Henry .Mayer), the book describes "a series of "suc-

- cess stories'" and g2ves ''detailed suggestions for keeping
Journals, .setting goals and 1dent1fy1ng resources," AT
. 3Entry 1104. gB;;(irk p. XXxvi. . ’ .

-
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Mrs. Hard)?'theﬂ penned the next 728 enﬁ'les. .Much of. the

‘material appears to be cop1ed from earl;er ngtesS. The entr1e$

~

weré probably made at reguﬂar 1ntervals, taken 1f seems f&om

prev1ous_potes » pocket -books and notebooks or on loose sheets

é
of paper. &The "L1terary\Notes," then, were a special.select&oﬂ
- B
or ed1tlon -of Hardy s copldus notations. It is often impossir
( -

bIe to determine the date of Hardz's notes and the order of
2 .
h15 read1ng Toplcally, the- notes appear at random, although

they tend to appear in clusters of related mhter1al having to
do W1th Hardy‘s characteristic 1nterests. They occasioenally
show a certain taste for the macabre, the bizarre, and the incoh-

§ N
gruous, Occas;onally a short sect;on is headed One fo:;

7/
a

example,-ls headed '"Notes oh ?hllosopﬂ&," -which 11ter&lly-~ - -
applles to the ten fllowing pages after whxch~H3rdy resumes
h15 llterary notes without bother1ng to reintrodufe them with
a head;ng The usual form of thﬁ entries is, . fitst, an’indented

r%Pﬂhc normally undeldlned and- wrxtten in a 1arger hand than

X .
thg rest of the entry that fo&lows.z Head1ngs are\xot dlSJOlnt

“from entries but are an acéentuated form of the first few words.

Most notes are short, generally not longer than a sentence or

‘two. Some are followed by page numbers. The entr;es are sepa-.

rated by generous spaces and sometimes fu(ther by horizontal

Lot W . *
strokes. NG

LS ‘ . . N « .
The notes consist of quotations, summaries, commentaries

g
2'I‘he "1867". ndtebook cpﬂta1ns an additional reference

aid, an 1ndex but it 1s‘ot in. Hardy s hand (1bid., p, Xxxi).

'l;bid.X‘p' Xxkji. ‘

* . ' rd

e , 4
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| and d1fferent m1xtures of these (summar1es and COmments 1n ) g
[ . - -
L. : part1cular overlap) They include- both of the k1nds of mater1al
\ \ ¢ . .

;descr1bed by Hardy in his essa; "The Prof1ta$le Réading of F1c?

. “';)tzcn“ (1888)--the "aCC1dents and appendages of narratiye \~if \
¢

such as "tr1fles of useful knowledge stat1st1cs, queer h1s--
1 e
oo tor;ca;!fact vl and the more essential slements of 11teratura:ﬂ

sp1r1t%‘f They show fraces that Hardy read-over and annotaxed

¥ A

|
|
|
|
" =thaf offer "1ntellectua1 and moral profit to act1ve«and undulled :
’ them. The notes are reflected in, and at times d1rectly

s 4

-4 aﬂbropn1ated into, Hardy s wr1t1ngs, as, seen in his manu%[r1pts, .

magaz1ne publ1cat1ons and various ed1vaons (espec1a11y the Wes-
. ‘_sex ed1t1dns) of his novels and short stor1es.3 R ' /
A 1arge number of HarJ& 'se entr1es, especially a group “ o,

- ’tlustered near the front of the notes, répresent "tr1fles of
. >
' useﬁUl knowledge " The1r use 1h Hardy s novels could often be

qu1te ;tra1ghtf0rward An‘entry aﬁout the dodo 4 for example, ’
' .
was - 1ncorporated into a- passage descr;§1ng D1ggory Venn in The -
© . , . : :
o Return of the Natlve S S AT ‘ S e
. - _ LN\ 20T \ ) . C .

A \T ‘ Ib1d p. xx, citing Htrold 0re1° ed Thomas  Hardy's,

. . v Perso l Wr1t1ngs {London, 1967; or1g!nally~publ1shed in TN o
.. _e-Lawre ,"Kansas, 1966), pp 112+ 13t \ . ' J
1b1d , c1t1ng Orel p. 113 S " T i a
DR S | S
- A R BJUrk's "Notes" on ‘the notebooks trace soeres of quo-.
: tations as far as, goss1ble and describe thp -infiuence of the* . | N
/ ) l1terary notes on Hardy's" ﬂr1t1ng Parallels w1th anl appropria-
‘° -stions from the notes are carefully described., BN .,

4The examples cited here are offered in B;Urk' s¢@gCri-" ..
tical. Introduct1on " PP. XX-XX1i, The rgferences given here are .

Bjurk's.. L ) . ..
a * ‘ v ! ¢ Ll P
- - I Th1% is the best of Hard y s novels for 1llustrating >
A } app;opr1at1ons from’ Hard&'s‘hote;, since it cbnta1ns some twefjty
| ‘ "‘ . ‘.

. . K . . R
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P L4 . ‘ LY .
\)4 ) . ot . X ‘o . +
. ; . . ‘
- . . . .. . .
. . . . . .
. 1] . i
. . . - . Ve .
Provid c " N -
- o .« N . . . .
. -
. . .
f




' L 4
‘ 6 ] i . i N ’ - . ‘
F o ' " . . .
' 'S A / . -v . . ' 76. ’ ’\, o’ - s
¥@ NOTEBOOK *Link Petween extinct 3nimals § those present-
L ¥ ENTRY: ¢ The’ Dodo last seen in the 17th .cent.l
, PASSAGE - ":He waé one. of a class rapigdl becdﬁlng%extfnct' .
. AN FICTION: n Wesseg, filling at pregSept in the rural K
. ? ; world the place which, dQring the last cen- .
; et . . tury,_the dodo occup;ed the world of ani-- ~ o,
R mals,?2 . , PR . ~
f,Athher entzﬁjwas‘handaly nsed in the éame éoyel to provide'at' °
' N - ' ‘ i . . B * .
/MEtapﬁorL_ ! , S ' : . . '
D, NOQTEBOOK  -Miraculous animatign, .It is said that Alber- .
. . e RY: tus ‘Magnug & Tho.S Afginas between them ani-
: mated a brass statue wh. chattered and was ., \
their servant.3 L . S
PASSAGE - The 11tt1e,slave went on feeding the fire as - -
. IN FICTION: before. He seemed a mere automfton; galvanlzeh

» : , 1nto moving and speaking by the wayward Eusta-
' . cia's will. He might have been the bras$ sta-
< tue which Albertus Magnus is®said to have ani- -

) . mated just so far as to make it chatter, and’

o ‘ move, and be his servant. .

/ - - [y ’ E
Such fairly superfac1a1 uses are eas11y detected but the more - N
geﬂeral 1nte11ectua1 or a(tlstlc 1nf1uences of the notes about,

Lo
‘”’ .
\ph11050ph1cal toplcs ar d1ff1c’u1t to trace 5‘ They show & '

wide 1d¢olog1ca1 span, ) he reveal at least "a general but®
- they X g

- peround 1deolog1ca1 accord w1th Hardy S writing. nb - It7is I ’
. - -
usually d1ff1cu1t to establlsh Hardy s f1ct1ona1 use of these ot

1

entr1es, but B;Urk c1tes -at lea!% ene xastance- _ \f i ‘

B K - . .
. [y

LY

exp11c1t uses of notes, . ﬁore than any’other qery novel. Ibid.,
Py Xxxi. s C ST
« LEntry. 604"’ T S

"y [ .7 ' — »

2BJUrk P. xx& citing The Return of the Nat;ve,‘Wessex

'v:v , <’1t1on p.- 9. - . ‘

. SBn:jy 6¥1. .4Bjdrk,'ﬁ. xxi;'c;ting Return, pp.. 66-67.
. . / ! .
. 5Ibid » P ‘xxiv. T ] A ' -
\ . : ,
' Owriters Fepreggh ted in esgecialiy great abindance b
- ~~1nc1ude Axnold, Carl le, Compte, ahd Fourier. —y -
. B Y &
.. , - - i‘ . " N «
Q . . B . E
EMC ‘ : LI | L - h87 . . .*D X
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Jﬁde the Obscure offers a good example During Jude's °

,voice of [Cgrdinal]_ Newman, anda few sentences from the’
AEolog1a--also quoted in entnyyll '"My argument was e,
that absolute certitude as to the truths of natural theol-
ogy w3s th€ result of.an assemblage of concurring and con- °
vergihg probab111t1es.ﬂ that probabilities that did

not reach to logical certainty might create a mental certi-
tude'",(Jude P.-95). Newman pleys an important role in

»  Jude's early.career and is 'a prominent stimulus in that
) complex of drgams ep1tom1zed by Christminster, which, in
e fact, rives . part of its charm for-Jude B’b1ts associa-

tion w1t Newman .(Jude, p. 120). It is,appropriate,
thereforle, that. whén Jude : fimally rejects Christminster
-and hergiheology and thus_no longer, en;oys the 'mental
certitude' that Newhan of?‘?Ed him in his less rational
youth, he should 'thréw Newman's books 1nto the bonf1re of |

-his theological works, (Jude,-p. 262) \ ) R

R

" Bj¥rk wr1tegL; "The 1mp11c1t‘1nf1uence of the 1deolog1ca1 notes

1s-at once larger and more e1u51ve of 1dentif1cat1on than that

of’Matt§Eﬁ%Arnold Fourler apd others upon Hardy. .-
4

. < The significance of] Hardy s "L1terary Notes" for him

Y

was, twofold First, they supp;1ed him with interesting illus-

~

. trative material for his noveis° Second‘ and more importéntly,

>

Hardy was ‘able, wqth the1r ass1stance, to fam1l1ar1ze h1mse1f
-

w1th contemporary .thotight through aaeelf d1tected cqurse o‘

first night 1in Christmifister he imdgines that he hears the -

A

L
B

study and to successfully change his reputat1on, W1nn1ng for e

h1mse1f a more satasfylng stature amOng the nove11sts of his

t.. 6
. da)' 4 . ¢ Co t‘ ’ : -
1. . A . SR ) o

The Pocket Notebooks of Thomas Wolfe1 - . , .

In draftlng his appl1cat;on for a. Guggenhelm Fellowsﬁlp,

. };BJUIR p xx;v. T ’ f - .L\.' Y e
: - e ..
! ThOmas Wolfe, 19Q0-1938.. . Ag; Wolfe. The fly-
leaves are decorated w1th acs1m11es notebooX pagés. This

="

. Lo
R
I o Wb oy

. of the J5¥e,£actual nptes" and d1sc“§ses the probable 1nf1uences \g\'

y .

.

\

-
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'a semimar at Harvard. six years prev1ously under John Livingston

. Lowes,. who was compleglng Bis work on*Col?Tidge s "Gutch Mémo-

. .will'ndt include volume .numbers.

Thomas Wolfe explalned the ehange.he exgp?&en;ed as a writer

¢

when ‘he began keeplqg notébooks: - ‘ , .-

I was qu1te~unhappy abput my . wrltlng--nothmng I did ever _
saw the light of day: I wrote gt random, but.all the ..
,'time; I wrote on-loose sheets o paper, and lost, or got
hopelessly confused what I hdd,written. When I had fin-'.
tshed 'something,. a powerful - inertia settled upon me--1I"

+ would not show what I had written to anyone. I would not.
.send it out.for pubkication,.I did not’ know what to do, or
how to go about it. 'Y mention the loose sheets on'which
I wrote because one oft the most important events in my.life
as a wi'ter came when I began to write, at the suggestion
of & friend, in big bound ledgers, - The discovery gave me
joy and hope - 1 could no_longer lose the pages, because
they were bound togeth\r . «

TRe story beh1nd thls acco?pt 1s that at the age of twenty- sxp

4 WOlfe made oUtllnes for an autoblographlcal sketch on two wrlt-

1ng tablets When he finally began to~wr1te the narratlve y
£

1tse&f he used large accounting ledgers bought for*him by his

. N
»

mlstress, A11ne Bernsteun 2 ’ Ca " ' e
I*" ' - T~ N - B

" At thﬁs same time he also began Carrylng pOCket no€?=

‘e ‘

bdoksx The 1nsp1ratlon {or thls, no doubt had- 1ts orlgln in

ﬂ .

‘..
A 4

v

raan."S. The pocket noteb oks were to become hls most impor-

T 4'——". . ‘/ 1\ .‘ - _' ’ B
edition is d851gned for. the genéral feader, but It rgproduce
about nime-tenths qf the original notebooks (p. viii).. -Sinc .

paglnatlon is continuous through the two volumes, references~e
‘ e

- 1Wolfe, p. kv. = ‘ Y '
a Ib1d Compare th‘ experlenc of Anne Frank 'wmo
wWrote in a diany given to her for he b1rthdgy and that of

- Joan Didion, who 'bégan -a notebook at f vd'years of age, "My
_first notebook was 2 Big Five tablet, given to me-by mother

[sic] with the . . . suggestion that I . .. legrn to ‘amuse’

N myself by wrltlng down.my thoughts" (Dididw, Y ;‘7;

Ibld 'blfe also admlr the.notebooks,of Henry-James.



.~

.~ he admired that of Samuel Pepys (Wllson, gagers 1 :165),: " S

a page", often, “the penc1led pages [are] smudged from" rubblng ‘ ‘\;

q. . . .. . p . .’ . : . . .
: Co , 79 - ' ~ T

‘tant memorandum books dnrlng the next twelve years, un§11 his ) '

death-at ~age th1rty e1ght Wolfé 1nterm1ttent1y carr1ed i /
total of thirty- five of them»l S ' ‘o o

) , The notebooks are not always easy to.read Like Cole- e
ridge, Emerson, and Twain, Wolfe made notations under all k1nds. p
ot circumstances. He wrote wh1fe r1d1ng‘on Qgses, subways and ‘ : .

-

‘&hen\"deep.ru‘h1s.cpps."2, To make matters -

trains, in bed,” *
. ™

. M . PR ~ . » .
worse, Wolfe oftén scribbled in furious haste,"and“some of the\_' .

wr1t1ng has becomer"fa1nt with the wear of noo much hagdllng of

together }KKWoIfe s pocket.‘"3 Furthermore,,Wolfe was a very
~uﬁ?ys“te*a’nc person 7{d wrote accord1ng to wh1m 4Tﬁis descr1p-

tion aof one of h1s notebooks could characterlze a large number

. N “ ' Al -
op them: - . Lo ’ D . .
. - . . , . L

The arrangement of thlS notebaok is chaotic. Wolfe began’ _ ¥

"the same day at both ends and. ev1dently‘prbcee d to write o
r’fzh rqver the notebook fell open. Consecutive p®¥ssages ate -

offjetimes. upside-down:in relation to each other, adjacent -
enyries "are written in different cities, and creat1ve pas-‘
sages-ahd blank spac;s are 1nter$persed ‘ , _
; +

’_ . The{o:books of Thomas Wolfe are R e

' . LS S ‘ . C

‘the informa% records of a‘11terary career mixed in with. . '
the Jott1ngs of a man talk1ng to\hlmself.and frequently .

R " : .
< .. ," L
o~

It is 1nterest1hg to see how writers HhVe 1nfluenced orle another
‘to-.Keep notebooks. g cases of: Coierldge/HopkinSzand Emerson/y
Tho?pau -have been noted. - F. Scott Fitzgerald arranged his notes
“in imitatjon of Samuél Butler's Notebook: (see F. Scott Fitz-
.gerald, The,Crack-up [New York: gughlin, -1956}), -Maugham
.was- inspired by‘Renard‘s journal to keep a dimry (W1lliam §omer-

' set apgham A Writer's Notebook [Westport, Connéw Greenwood
a

Pypss, 1970], p. xiv), and Woodrow Wilson starte diary because

L]

Wol'fe, p. vi.- o ;Ibid., p. v11i Ibid p. ix. ’
o b " .. . . LA
41b1d,p. 821 . T -y L R
e ! " [ ‘ Y ' ‘ ’ \ -
a ¢ [ 4 N ..
o ' \ A . . -
- ' , .90 . .{'
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interspersed with evidences of daily living. To be spe- '.-
cific, the notebooks are a jumble (in the way -that life
is a’ jumble and that the human . memdry is a jumble) of
literary ideas, outlines of literary projects, character
sketches, first.drafts of passages that later turn up in

. published work, observations jotted down while traveling,

. diarz passages, first drafts of letters (some of which he

'~ never mailed), opinions on social questions (politics,
religion, race, etce), meditations and generalizations
about his own life and about human behavior, opiniohs on -

. contemporary literary figures, nates on -books that he )
read,. records of dreams, records.of conversations over-

) -heaqi in restayrants or bars, notes on telephone conver-
satidns, Lists (of mountains seen, rivers’crossed, stages _
and countries ‘visited, women he slept with, boaks read,
restaurants dined in, people met), jottings in which he is
using his notehbook -as.a way'o?sarguing~with himself,

- “lists of books to buy, grocery lists, laundry lists,®*tele- . »
phone numbers, American Express checg numbers, assign-

-ments for his'gew York University students, and so on.

This sdﬁhdq-like,a tonfusin@xflurry of items, but for the

-~ .

- reader who has -the transcript te enjoy, the notebooks-make .

surprisingly go66d sénse. ”What'immediétely catchﬁs the eye in
« T ‘ . 3

leafing through them are the ‘masses of- tabular material, -

Wolfe was fond of list-ma:?ng;~rather strangely fond of it, to

s

tell the truth., Ihlfact, his notebooks show an unusual obses-

‘ * , e
sigh with statistically recording and categorizing his experi- .
v " . ¢ - T . 3
ence.’ A sketch by Wolfe called "The Feeling of Power" includes
' .' . ' ‘ l‘,. ' . '
‘1Ibid., p. xvi, SR )

- . . * & ‘ .
ZWolfe's_note-taking.habits are an extreme case that

“invites psychological comment. His record keeping was surely

an outgrowth of idiosyncratic personality characteristicg, but
less.écce c.note-keepers probably also are affected by some
of the internal causal factdrs that made Wolfe such an omni-

'vorous notemaker. Some variables of obvious relevarice to the-.

keeping of notebooks are intellectual and creative abilities,
motivational dispositions and needs (especially "obsessive-
compulsive' states), expressive and ‘stylistic Nhabits, and intér--

- ests, values, and social attitudes, «~Certain '"nondynamic asgeCts-

©of personality” may predispose one to -habjts of record keep ng
(see George A. Miller, et al., Plans and the Structure of
Behavior [New York: Holt, Rimehart, and Wihston, 1960], chap-

"ter 9, p. 121). Joam Didion (p. 27) mentions. the compulsive .

” . . ' . ]
. )

BN

b
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a8 passage which, one.supposes, Wolfe ‘'would like to have begn

’

3 /
A S .
7 .

) "' N [ ..‘\‘..
atle 'to write about himself: The.protdgonist is summarizing

A .
- . -
A -
Lo B

V3

his life:

-

¢

-

- -

‘ v .
.

'In addition I have Enjéfed ovér»QOOibottles of'éood o

. N t
s - . -

wine, and the Modi
whom have given th

&

of over 160 women, more than 20 of
elves to me without charge.

In addition I haye read, sinc€ my fifth year,
read {sic] parts in about 50,000 books and plays, and S
about 15,000 in, entirety.l" d .. Lo

: * The preeminent (;fpésé of Wolfe's notebooks was to aid '
eS he admonished himself in them to work

.
q!

and write! wr;tel-~

him in writing. At tim
(hafder. One diary eﬁtry‘says ""Go upstairs
[ 4 -

writein® Pefiodi’.ly, Wolfe reévaluated himself and the state

I hpve,

£ 4

<

+ ‘roots of her note-mhkiﬁg,‘and bavid Shapir6 (Neuro

[New York:

N .sk_df his knowledge:’ o e
+ - . . . ‘ ’ ' L ‘! -

tic Styles ;'
Basic, 1965], p. 31) mentions a case of obsessive-.

compulsive listi

pulsive List-maker," Readers' Digest 1

[Septem

ng. ..(See also Nadmi R. Bluestond, "The Com- ~ oY

er 1976]: \.°

‘120-22.) Wolfe showed an intensified .clusker.o drives asso- o~
ciated with one of six classes of "psychogemic needs’,! a enus :
- of needs that-is stereotypically associated with 1ibragjans
and curators: S CoN L a < Lo
* "A.. Needs associatgd chigfly with inanimate object ' o
T © 1. Acquisition: need' to -gain poSsessions. T
property. : ' - ) A
' 2. Conservation: need to collect, repai:{“ciean, ’
o and preserve thimgs. . . '° A
3. Orderliness:  the heed to. arrange, grganize, put - o
away. objécts, to be tidy and cleanj tq be precise. - L 8
4. Retention: the .heed to retain possession of things; ' |
to ‘hoard; to be" frugdl, economical, and miserly. . .
S 5. Constructign: thé need to.organize and build." o
(Hilgagd, et al., p. 3 citing H. A: Murray, et al., YA List -
"~ of PsyShogenic,NeedS) Table based on Murray, et al., Explora- -
', tions:. in Persdnality (New YorK: Oxford Univeérsity Press, 19389) .}

"Pack-rats™ and "string savers' -are fdmiliar .personality types -

(Emerson, Prescott; Woodrow Wilson and-Adlai Stevenson all., - -

hoard®d papers . to.some exteft). " Y "
’, - ‘- . - . . . ’ . . ’ "; n .
/. lwolfe, p. 306. LA L, .
, . .

+. -are common .i

-~

n the

notebooks of authors
y v A ‘—T;

‘ﬂ.

\g‘ .

e Ly L ' ’ - : i -,»‘,’_ o )
Ibid., p. 63. Notes of self-encopragement gnd'repfoa&%;,

»-especially in early oggsy

§
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- e little later om he laments how. he mi ht have

*

...Somewhat appalling; and.,"
.." diligent care, I shall su

’ D “
Cey v
. f( ’ - ‘ Ve ‘l ‘' g ‘
& - [ ] “8‘2 R ’ v,
‘An Inquiry Into the Statg of My Culture: - ' .
: - " I know’ a .good deal Q’bqt . A
‘. _— .o - Amer. Lit. . T- . . o
A ) - Eng. Lit. . ( C L,
' } ‘The Theatre. ° ‘ .
. «', . + I know considerable about
FrencHh Lit. .. ,
C . German Lit/’ K : .
T ~-1 lnow some of the Best of - % o

. Latgn Lit. o
: Greek:Lit. . . .1 :

But the most .basic function

2

Y
he notyboq&sufor:Wolfe was gar-:
nering impression$ £or future-use.. T (O

’

3 : P . . .
<golfe had gradually. begun to look upon his hote»tiking.as. AR

R is own kipd of research method. Some.of it reflgcts. R
V/i;> research in books, docyments, records, some of it is-degp-

sea ‘diving ihto his memory, and some of it is field - .
-~ .research (observations of human behavior tha 'lh‘meets in
= his travels, recordf of conversations he hadWwith various

peaple, and so on). + 3 One:-night on a subway going to . ‘.'f

BrooRiyn at 3 A.M., he déscribes all the passengers. A
Another "time he records all the people .who came-gnfo a =~ °-. .
diner while he was there. - Frequently he will list ,all the

Shops.and places of .-Business.algng a street.or all the peo-. =~

. wPl€ he passes on the'wdy from his -apartment to the subway.%;

- 3 . . LI . .' R C .
Wolfe“also recorded snatches: of conversations overheard, somet
. y - L

-
- [3

Samuel Johnson's diaries are filled with notes of self<admonition
and encouyragement (James Bq;yﬁ\l, The Life of JoRnson [Chicago:
"Great Bqoks, 1952], P..16) } young Emerson at Harvard wrote: "I
find myself often.idl€, vagggn#, stupid, and hollow.. This is.
- %30 not .discipline myself with -

¥ .<everely from remorse and thd -
sense of, inferiority hereaffer. A]ll -around me are industrious
anfl shall be great’. I-am .indolent andyshall be insignificant.

Avert.it, Heaven! "“Avert it, virtue! T fheed éxcitement." (Emer- r

son, Heart, p. 8); Baudélairg"”s diary is full of resolves to ".
“work aftd ideas for ?fojects; in his Intimdte ‘Notébooks, Flaubert
wrote, "I /just read over this notebook and pitied myself' and a '
‘been g genius, pe
might have made a ﬂ’me‘for himself (pp. 100ff); Henry James, »
-who frequently decried his laziness and lack of concentration,
coached himself,-"Try?everything,'do'evérything, render, every-*

]Nolfe,.p. XX. . zlbid.;.p}";x.', .
- )3 ¢ ‘,' . - '. ,v' . ‘ ‘ X ) [ .'; .
1‘ . Ibid'.,‘ p-' xxi- "f\' '. ’ - . . » ‘ 3
) . Coa . . - - . t
- U T L
r' . "93 ,l . N ’ \'. «
= ) : ,,"‘.a *
v / . ‘ ‘e 5 » '

thing--be an artist, be distigguisheg to :he laatﬂ-(Jamés,p.fijg,.'

&
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‘a form as if try1ng to actually answer it.

times not JecJ,alng the gist, but only the way words -and.

phrases were, -used.’ ) . N
o P . : . »
"of spec1al lnterest here are Wolfe s records bout o8

books he read and saw. Wolfe had a compu151ve fascination ‘
with books »On his travels he spent hour's combing through ) ‘ o |

" bookshops and scanning: dlsplay w1ndows, Jott1ng down German, L
[ 4

French and English titles and authors ‘'to the po1nt ofsexhaus- R
tion, He was obsessed with salvaging everythlng poss1ble from

the "terrible vom1t_of print that covers the earth.."1 In one

4

v

‘entry Wolfe asks himself" ' Coe ot M

If all the d1fferent editionsgnd volumes of -the works in ~°
- a great German 11brary were counted up,. how. many would
they number7 N : A >

.. 1]
“and - follows the que5t1on with, five 11sts of books in paragraph

2 He begins a list:
"In the big book‘istore I bought: . .”. ," and bdegins i‘m- '

e 121ng the books, only.to break off the tally in a sort of” Te

. L1br*, "Books, Books B00ks" (shades of "Holy, ‘Holy, Holy"),

]

\then goes tright on with thek11st.3 He sums up a day in his

life ’lith the sentence, "Monday night: Accomplished very little

-
-

.today and bought no bqoks . né ‘ IO
b The lists of books and book-related material appear
along w1th lists of érrands poss1blsz§}1es for Wolfe's writ- o
1ngs llstS of c1t1es he had visjted and p1anned to .visit (one’
Clist 1tem1z¢s all the times Wolfe had gone to and from Parls),

_a-’

nameskof people he knew in varlous_c1t1es, agendas for the day,

'Ibid., p. 207. . Zrbid., pp. 261-62.  SIbid., p. 282,

*1bid., p. 260.-  SIbid., .p. 83.

: R N
« .
' 94 )
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and summaries of events in his life ("What I Did Today")>¥"1n
a letter to Aliné Bernstein, Wolfe wrote: ) s ’F
' ) . _“ r » '
I lost my little fat notebook which I'carry everywhere with
me.--Went to . . . the Police Station ./’. . Found the ser-

geant.reaaing it with a bewildered face.-<he trested me
with all the courtesy one extends to the insane. __

The _no;eboéké’show how constantIy®and insatﬁafly Wolfe . .
shuffled, sifted, comﬂed through and dabbled in the materiélé -
of his culture. In the art‘gal)er;esvof Europe hé makes]long |

. tabulations of'paintings and sculptures ﬁe has seen.3 " In Ger-

N

many he itemizes the contents of "A .Typical German NGWSpaper,"4\\\\

in Vienna he lists "Books I Can Remember;"S evén in his ldvér;s

home he catalogs '"Aline's Books."6

Since Wolfe intended his notebooks to solidify his
knowledge, ot primarily to serve as a source of material for
quotation,7 notes on the=books he read were parapﬂrastic~in

nature and frequently included Wolfe's own comments. But such
= - L Y .

-

entries accur less often than bare lists of titles and‘authors,

v - . .
_with headings such as "Books,"8~"Nove151"9 PBookS«I.Want;Tlo

»

_ "Books To Be Bought," "12 Bobks io Take Out -Of Ffaﬁceﬁ ; e

(including "A Dirty Book"),lz'and "In Ge{mahx and Agstria Teday"

1

*

'Ibid., p. 828. Z1pid., p. 71 -3Ibid.,pp. 85-86, 89.
‘1bid., pP220. S1bid., p. 445. 6ITd.‘

7Several times he did tear out pages of notes for.Of
Time and the River, to represent the literary opimions ‘of Fugene
Gant (1bid., pp. I12ff, 142ff, 214ff). -Mark Twain ‘(Notebooks,
. 1:8) did much the sime thing; H& used quotation fqom]ilsnote-
" books as a literary device (many #f these "quotations" are
spurious, of course). . . oot s

' 9

Swolfe, p. 346.

-~

111pid., p. 215. '

N lp , N Q;’ N * . -
Ibid.) p. 220. Ibid., pp. 142-43. -
121bid,, p. 446. . -
., I ,
. S Y
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+(a 1¥st of contemporary authors). -Wolfe constantly juggles

‘works in his critical opinfbn-~2A Library For a Young Man of
2 , ~

il

Today,"? "Foolish and Un-Foolish Titles,"> "Good Titles"*--

-and recéﬁds the opinions of others--'"'Half Doz¢n Best Critics?
Ac;ordéng'to Varioé? Writers,"s_"Authors Wéll-Knoqa,in Theip;
6~'."I’he' Korld "

» .

Own Countty--But Not Specialli.Disseminated;"
- L . .

Figures.("7
E“é_{f Thoéas Wolfe sootﬁed hlé'résfless ;&hcern-for*multi-4‘
plicity by tabulating sklf-cdﬂsciouslf his activities, achieye-
ments, knbgledge,’and memories. He ppparently‘used Aists Lo
,peaffirm and redefine his‘liﬁerary iden;ityl Thét this_ is
true is supported by the.fact that fke notes- on books tend to

cluster within the years 1920-29, years when Wolfe was 'attempt-.
ing to establish a foothold in literature.

~ o . ) "t > .
: position as an a’Fhor became more secure, Wolfe had nq néed

o

Later, when his .
- |
for

cultural props and the lists of books stopped. Wolfe-contin-
4 ., e i 't .
ued until his death, however, to’ cut his experié;?é along

various planes and to examihe the results in h¥® notebooks.

Here then, picked oyt at'randbmnfrom the ferment of ten

thousahd pages, and a millioA wd8%ds--put down just as they ' .

re wif§g¢ten, in fragments, ‘jots, or splintewed, fldshes, -
wi '
faitM\_despair,~joy, and .anguish, with.all its falseness,

» error, Jand pretension, and with all its desperate s§ncerity,

its_indredible hope, its insane desire, is'a picture of a

man¥s soul and heart--the image of his infuriate desire--. -

caught hot and.ingtant, drawnt flaming from the forge of

< his soul's agony.® - . _ X ” . A

' - ’ P . v . :

Ihid.} p. 236, 11bid., p. 220.

-31bid., p. SGHTSE;gIbid.,‘p; 230.
T1bid., p. 247., ‘ :

- . . - . .a - A R 4 e
. "qlbid.,\epigraph, quzting Of Time and ‘the River.

-»

1bid., p. 209,

" bl plo32s.

v

d - - ' Ty ' Y

"‘ l' -."('.‘ {96. S ' -

out orvder or ccoherence--hére with 3gll its vanity, . ‘e .




CHAPTER JII
- '

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Of Gathering Notes.

Young Students mahy times neglect gathering of Notes
out of bookes they read, either because their memorie
*is good enough to retain them without not1ng, or else
bec: they ‘are sloathfull, & will ‘take no pa1ns

Let such as ‘trust too much to theyr memories Know
that however for the present the things seem so fresh
in their me%orles that they think they can not forgett
them, yet they will finde ye process of time and other
studies will so wipe them out that they shall remember
very little in a whole book,.unless they have memorlal_
notes to run over now and then.

And’ besides though this noting were of no use- to’
the memorie S yet it hath another advantage which allone.
would make it worthy in the mean while § that is it '
helps you to- the fuller, § clearer understandlng of

- what you read, while you endeavor to abreviate and con- .
tract the sence, § makes.you take n9t1ce of. many
things w: otherw1se you would Have passed over::

They that neglect it out-of Idelnes should consider
that one booke read with Notes for the reasons aledg
brings a better stock of Learning, when if in the same.
time they -should have read three without, because either
you will not read them so exactly or not rememper them
long: whereas by’Notlng you make it 1ntlre1y your own
for ever after.

Again this Gatherlng of Notes will keep y° from
growing dull § listless in yT studles, as one often
shall that only reads. )

/ Richard Holdsworthl

7/

Each'of the foregoing case studies descr;bes the notes

of some 11terary author who found it usiful for one reason or
another, to make records o£ h15~read1ng. Since these examples

provide only a small amount pt daia, it ,would hardly be justi-
" . -

1

F%etchef! p. 6590 (Hold§worth,_p.r49).
' ' 86
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i 4

fied to draw gerteralizations about all writers merely on the

"basis of what they can Show. -Theref re the following remarks . .

ary authors on a regular basis, but. no such source

- . P e‘ .
should be interpreted as only @ starting point towards under-

[y l

standing the role of readlng notes in the work of Pgterary
g 4
authors, . " ’
. - 2

i Readlng notes represent one of a number of products of
11ter£ry ‘journalizing whose use by writers is attested fre- . v
quently and unpredittably by such means as the Bybllcatlon.of

e

awthors' notebooks and by statements in biographical accounts.
\ 4

. It would be helpful if some standard source such as tHE\Qig- Lo

. . ° 'ﬁ,b
tionary of American Biography or ‘the Cambridge Bibliography of .

English Literature Happened to mention the notebooks 6f liter-

.

rovides N

‘this kind of infQrmation.™ It is not certain that guthors as a

v /
claﬁéifind reading notes any more useful, or that they make

~ »”

them any more commenly, than those in dther fields of work.

] . % .(’ /F .
Why Reading Notes ére Made _' .- \ \
What prompts the keepln% of readlng notes? The ques-; - .
tion is hard to answer because of.the pera51veness of note- 'éé“
maklng practices througnzut soc1£ty Rarely can it be sdid .
with suretf/that any single event or experience.was all- ' '

‘important in, informing an EndiGidua}.about'and motivating him_to
* :

keep reading.notes in a more or less regularlway. In the cases
just nfesenfed, note~méiing experiences‘at school were 6{

obvi;ué importance in acclimeting individuels to specific note-
making\ﬁfchniques. Bacon, Milton;'Emerson and Thoreau were éll .

i - . N
) ] h R
~ . . -

. ]
\ o 13
N . N ! ,98
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trained in the commonplace tradition'and in tne.case of Cole-

tidge suchstraining can be inferred from the fact that he

sometimes feferred to his notebooks as "commonplace books."

Hardy also showed 51gns of being acquainted with commonplac1né

as ¥g-study method bx\ieeplng what was essentlally a common-

place book w1thout regular headlngs School 1ntroduces .indi-

vzduals to the expéerience of taking readlng notes by providing
'

problems (in the form of assigned papers, etg.) ﬁmose
' / . .

. . . [ ' .
solution requires preparing such records. In the cases dis-.

,cnssed in chapter 2, thd practice of note-making persisted as

A

an important persona1 pract1ce after formal sch0011ng ceased.
Most abandoned academ1c requirements of form in favor ‘of fess

troublesome techniques, but Milton continued to record his

.
-

notes as he had done in school. : - :
J N
While school is an important socializing influence for
«-l'
training in note-making, the appropriation of such practices \

- / -
ds personally useful in one's work seems often to come when -

one's motivation to make notes is aroused by experiences and

. . ’ .
demands of greater personal moment thamany academie experi-

ences are. The gight casertﬁdies show How frequently authors

are inspired to begin or pesume the keeping of notebooks by

learning of 95 admired friend’orianother author wh8 keeps and
Ve . . f

uses them. The c1earest instance here is the influence of

: |
Emerspn on Thoreau, but this is not to mentlon the probable

&
influences of Bacon on Milton and of Coleridge on Wolfe (and

on Hopklnsldwho was mentioned peripherally). Colerldge was

probably also moved to'begin his first pocketbook by the force

99 ' -
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ﬁ of some example not yet,publically known; he‘was a friend of
Robert Southey and of Percy Bysshe Shelley, bOth of whom kept
-notebooks. Likewise Matthew Arnold, another note keeper, may‘z

/. have infloenceg Hardy bx h1s<examp1e. In fact, the ﬁay that

literary journalizing is.motivated in indiyidﬁals is probably

)

quite similar to the way that individuals come to perceive

. -
’ L . -

authorship itself as an activity that is-possible and desirable

/ . for them personally.. Authorship by its _very nature involves
L some ‘kinds of 'record keeping''; a writer must be the custodian

of hic personal manuscripts. (The unusual case of Thomag Wolfe
F

shows the connection that can exist between personal record -
keeping and.authorship. Not un[/1 Wolfe learned to savélhls

manuscripts in coherent form by writing in ledger books was he

LY

. able to produce .satisfactory works of literature.) j
, | ‘ ' - '
T v The Form of Readlnngotes‘ ‘
- ’ ’ \ 4

. ’ Thls*brlngs “the discussion to a con51derataon oféthe

forms in which reading notes are made The first p01nt to men-
~\

tion here is the value of the codex format as an organizing frame

for one's work and records. A blankbook in codex form_offers

"the power of Epeedy reference to-material kept .in it,:as well

4s a f1xe§ne$s 3f order that prevents ‘material from becoming 4 -

1nadvertent1y rearranged’ “and 165t. T‘ﬂ\case of Thomas Wolfe

again, shows hew crucial to creative effort it can be to mglnw »

R4
tgin control.over the location and cenfiguration of one's writ-

. ten work. | It is 1nterest1ng ‘that. Emerson began his first

h ]
.

‘."notebooks" on lodse sheets of paper that were, 1ater s;wn
v ~ ’ ’

S\ .. K ‘ .
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together w1th “thread (probably by hlS mother), Coleridge'also

\wed homemade notebooks It }s eommon to read qf other per- /

~

sons living in this same’ tine perlod (such as Thomas Jeffer-
\f spn) who had the loose _pages of’ the1r manuscr1pts bound by a

pr1nter into bodk form. . ‘ - « -

]

: Wlthln the cons;raints of the codéx format, the form

that read1ng notes take depends o the preferred working me thods

3 \ Y ’ A

of the keeper The cases seen here have included- such ‘kinds

as simple lists of titles (Emetson, Wolfe, and, in places, - ...

-~

Milton), extracts and verbatim quotatlons (i every case),

, "
’ paraphrases, out11nes and summardes {Milton, Emerson Thoreau

and Twain), 'and or1g1na1 commentaries en what has been read

(all but Bacon). v

*. The Use.and Value of Reading Notes

¢

The uses ‘made of reading potes are as'numerous as their

_ : / ) .
forms. .In these case studies they served as aids to contentra-

',' tion and recollection—{in all cases), as garners of material

to be used 1atef in wr1t1ng (1n a11 cases, thougy to d1fferent o

-, o R -

'degrges), as workbag for the study of 1deas or style (Bacon\
Miiton, and'Hardy i n obvious way but probably to some extent -

1n evéry.case), as albums of 11terary gleanlngs}for future

i

entertalnment (most obv1ously fbr Emerson Thoreau Colerldge,
»

-and Twain but probably in the rest of the cases as well), and

even as dev1ces for recreat1ng subjective emotlonal exper1ences
]

brought on by reading (agaln, probably in every case but most

4

o _ 1Emerson: Journals-and Miscellanepus Notebpoks, 1:xxxiv, .-

)
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.2 number of decades, often from youth to,old age. Theeeicep-

. .9 o .
. Py . '} ! ) ‘ . <,
obviously for Coleridge and Thoreau). The value attached to - -

these ‘notes by their keepers i attested by the fact that all
y. th P y ‘ )

buf one of the individuals studied ‘used their notebooks over
. Rl

} I4

tion is Francis Bacon, bu®since it.is certain that hig Promus

was only one of a nuﬁber'of notebooks kept by him, he doe's not

- - .. . \..l ° -
really break the pattern. - '
Y &
The Significance of Reading Notes . )
tor Literary Khthors . '\ o N
\ L4

The keep1ng of notebooks by authors may ‘be v1ewed as a R

cluster of adaptive behav1orsth1ch some of:them appropriate '

" to gain a firmer hold on the materfals with which they work.

Since words, phrases, passhges and the ideas conveyed by them

~ are an author's stock-in trader it is natural "that authors

should pey special attention to the w;ﬁtinés of others; and

réﬁdlng notes reflect the extraordlnary appllcatlon of some of

»

them to what they read. .

Yet there is another level at which these materials ‘ -
may have significance. In some cases, tke mere- identity;of
- . . . i
reading notes as literature—related records seems to elevate 3

N -

them to a spec1a1 status in the mlnds of thqn‘ keepe* L1ter-

¥, .

ary Journallzlng and the- keeplng of notebooks is a,igrt of tra- ;
dition among 11tterateurs (as V1rg1n1a Woolf assumes,ln the

epigraph to- ﬁhapter 1). Apart from the1r obv1ous vélue as )
records thééifore, 11terary notebooks may hold symbolic value -

* for the1r«keepers, helghtenlng the1r personal iﬁentlflcatlon

with the traoaclon,of 11terature. It 1§ 1ntefest1ng, in fact:\

. | B < . . « 7 .
BN .7 . e : . ,
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to note the extent to which authors can treat théir motebooks
some -

= - . Mo , : )
as ,,quagsi-works. They can assign special titles to them,

times elaEPrate ones (recall the titles used by Bacon, Emer§on,
and Hérdy) They may c0mp11e them 1o neat form from ;ough
noteg,and even recopy and reedit them (recall the cases of“
fﬁoreau, Hardy, and Samuel Butler). They can also preserve
them with 4 special care and degotioi“thap.seems out of pro- * -
1'portion to their apparent function as- orkin%‘mqtqrials frecall
~Emerson's cgrefufly-kept shelves of notebooks; and Thoreai's
wooden jou}nal-case)f Notebooks may serve ao placeholders in
the author's mind unth finished works ecllg:e them in 1mpor-
tance (Emerson's notebooks were obv1ously a source of self-
validation’fof him during his undistinéuished underg&aduate
< years).. The-significance of the reading notes of authogs, then,
may not ooﬁy 1§o in their mechanical funotion as information
storage devices‘which provide raw materials for‘the work of
writing, but also in their aoility,toconcent;htoand‘U)mobilioe

the-latent emotional and creative resourges of their keepers.

A " *
O R ]

lcompare also Gibbon's Ephemerides.’ - o

£
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