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= o= ths handhook, addressed to- patents ‘and others .
, 1§ponsib1e for gpe safety of chzldren, presentg information on fire
hazatds,rprevention and protection. Eaphasizing an early start to
fire safety training. it outlines the basic facts of fire saféty
\edncation, listing the lOﬁt frequent causes offfire and sugg\\ting

~

he organization of a Pa ily Pire Control team/for the home
suidelines for establish ng a family fire safe Y code are sugg\s ed.‘
op: overed in the pa phlet include snokingg leaving children ™
nsuperlisedﬂ cloth1ng flammability, home furnaces and small heaters,
ireplaces, kitchen hazards, home appliances and pover equipsent
afety ruleé The danqers of various fuels and of electricity are
Aescrlbed. A_section is devoted to controlling outdoor fires, and a

onfon flre f1ght1ng 1nc1udes a model home exit drzll. (BF)
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" AFIRE EVERY 57.SECONDS

e a

Flres and bad burn accndents can happen anywhere. News- S
papers from coast t6 coast are continually shocking us with headiines L -
such as: *‘Flash Fire Traps Children Left Home Alone,” *‘Child Badly
_Eurned, Playing With Matches,” *'Barbecue Fire Fatal To Boy." )

‘Private homes catch on, fire evary 57 seconds in the U.S.A. - \
. These fires happen so often that next to injuries caused by traffic ‘
_ = accidents, they are the leading cause of death for children under 5~ -
and the fourth leading cause for the death of chilcren from 5.to 14, [ B
. Many of these tragedies wou'd not happen if children had betf L

ter tramlng, and if families made ¢ucape plans and had regular fir
_ drills.- »
* This pamphlet is directed to parents and to all who have the
) care and responsibility of children. It has a special message for those
who are inclined tb feel that fire is something that happens to other
people’s homes but will never happen to theirs.

TRAINING SAVES CHILDREN'S LIVES

- Today, a child’s world, the warid of all of us, is so filled with
a things that shock, burn, explode, injure and kill, ~that-=gaidance is
cessary. You and you children ‘must learn to live with fire without

?iury - for live with it, we must. ) -
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- START TRAINING EARLY Little children should understand what
- the word “hot" means. Warn a small child that if he touches a hot
N _plate "It will burn. " If he still insists on feeling of it, don't keep him
T from havi. g the experience by shouting, “No!”’ You've warned’ him.
‘Now_let.him tduch, feel and remernber heat..(Of course, don’t let him
touch intense heat that will injure h: m) Learning in the least painful
way possnble may save him from real pain later.

& s

- ,WHEN HE IS OLDER When you feel your child is old enough, show
him -how to strike a match—away from himself with the cover flap -
closed: how to blow it cut, right away, after using it, and * make’ sure

) ‘it is not smoldering. Explain why matches must be lightea only whe
_a parent is present. If a child is taught to do safzly the things he want
to do, he is less likely to hurt himself trying to learn them without

- -your help.

\

LET HIM- WATCH FIRE-BUILD!NG When you hunld afirei in the fire-




wnv FIREBURNS ... .

\ 1t-takes just these 3 thmgs commg together to make a fire burn
-~ in a\few,seconds But if you take away any 1 of the 3, a f|re ‘won’t
- catch and e?gn ifit |s burning, it will go out: i

4z E
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. Fuel can be careless!y stored rubbish like old papers, old clothes,
rags, spilled oil, grease on a stove. Of course, it can be necessary
fuel tike wood, coal, oil or gas which we burn to keen warm and
’ 'to cook ‘But we have to light it with .

- -

~ . 3 t v,
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fHeat can come from a hghted match ’c@arette or hot ashes, or‘hot ,
i Velectncal wires. it fact, anything hot enough tan start fuel to ..
. '.;,burnmg But fuel won’t burn at ail without . - oo

3;'A|(1H _ -

AuE eds and fans the flames. Shut off air and you smother a-fire.
Alr?gom open windows, transoms and doors feed and sprea. a
firel§o-close them'if you can do it quickly in case of fire. But the
~firstisafety rule is to get out of the house fast |f the fire is

spreadmg

" 1
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" HOWFIRE HARMS

INJURIES HAPPEN INAFLASH . Without fnghtenihg children makev
it clear to them how the sud :n blaze can injure Ihem can scar and
. even cnpple them permanently if the burns are bad enough. Everjone, -
including the babysitter, should understand that this can happen when T
_people- arent careful. s

- - Y

HOW SER[OUS IT Is The setiousness of a burn injury depends
“upon how deep the burn is, ahd how much of the body is scorched

- by the fire. fzre can destroy the skin cells so that they ¢an never grow

e again and thls causes deep scars and can also cripple the body. Or =
& it can blister. or redden large parts of the body which may ‘not seem so
serious at flrst but can be very pamful and dangerous.

= l




K

.

CI.OTHING BURNS ARE DEEPER When clothing catches on fire
—as— it—often—cdoes;—the- burns—are—more- serious hecause the- -cloth
spreads the fire and creatés more héat. This serious burn often crip-
p!es -and scars. The treatment requires long -and expensive hospital
.care. Thla is why flame retardant clothmg is needed.

v - :
-

SMOKE IS POISONOUS Actually smoke kills more people than
flames do because it can porson the air before anyone realizes it.
Smoke contains poisonous gases, mcludmg carbon monoxide, which -
can make those who breathe it become unconscious. It is especially
dangerous when people are sleeping for they may not waken at all:
" Smoke ‘often nakes- escape |mpOSS|bIe

=t

™

YOU NEEDN T HAVE A FIRE '
IF YOU AVOID THE .DANGERS Experts on fire control name the

. following as the most frequent causes of fire: (1) faulty heaters and

cookirg equipment (2) careless- smoking (3) misuse of electricity
(4) children playing with- “matches (5) mishandling of flammable
_liquids such as gasoline (6) faulty chlmneys and roofs (7) careless
storage of rubbish. -

IF YOU INSPECT YOUR HOUSE _ There.are 12 times as many fires
in private homes as in factories. One big reason is that factories must
conform to safety codes. So read this booklet and then inspect your
. house room by room for fire hazards you may not have noticed before.
Does it conform to your own safety code?. A .

. <

F.YOU HAVE FAMILY TEAMWORK While you are writing your
amily fire safety code, you might organize a Family Fire Control Team
choosmg a captain to lead it. Use the information in this pamphlet to

iscuss_fire hazards, prevention and protection. And you might have
the Famgily Fire Control Team inspect your house and yard. to find
~ how many of these hazards they can spot. Then remove them as ‘soon

Rule out careless smoking o o

o Be sure that all the smokers in your house understand that
careless smoking destroys thousands of homes every year; that they
must foilow safe-smoking rules to protect their own home. People

6
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often die‘ in such fires so take these precautions:

x . . -
T —_ ,

—3'"7 ' K Keep pIenty of big, deep, unt|ppable ashtrays in every room
w

-

) Never p‘ut Ii'ghted cigarettes on shelf or table edges.

- . Use a metal contalner or toilet drain to dispose of stubs and ashes
- “a.ngver throw them into the trashbasket.

° Never throw trash into ashtrays where it can catck, on fire.

] Have a strict rule that nobody should smoke in bed. S

l: o Before going to ned or going o out, mspect furmture for hidden

. smoldenng cigarettes, after people have been smokmg

° Don'f*g'q off and leave a cigarette burning; put it out.

- Keep matches from children

DOA'T TEMPT SMALL CHILDREN Children who play with m3’ches,

- and the careless smoker account for 1 out of every 5 home fites. You
can prevent most of these accidents by being careful. Put matches
and lighters hlgh out of the reach and out of srght of little children.




' bt take them with you. - o, %

" . tomer creates the demand. Just about all, fabrics that you buy will_

. Dofn't ﬁeeb them scattered arcund the room or-’on Iowv tables where
~ they invite young expiorers Avoid fire tragedies. Store old fashioned
“stnke anywhere" matches in closed metal cans on shelves. .

-

.CHILDREN AT HOME ALONE SET FIRES Flremen say that one o
third of ali the children who die from flres iri private homes are alpne , * ~
wheri the fire starts. Children often set these fires, themselves, playing - - -
with-matches, lighters and -pilot lights wh=n no adult is there to watch. o
them: Frightened, they often hide in the house instead of reporting a

fire, and are killed by smoke or burned to death. No matter how brief
your errand, never leave young chlldren anne in the house It's safer

f'?—"—h'[:lpst'_ﬁ(ilbit;[i’in'g will burn—watch.it!
* SOME CLOTHING FABRICS ARE FLAME RESISTANT  But there are.
not a lot of these .n the stores, and there won't be until, you, the cus-

“burn. Most syntietic fabrics burn less easlly than those made o#
natural fibers with the exception of wool. Woal is slow to ignite, slow
to burn ‘When synthetic fibers and blends' of natural ‘and synthetic
~ fibers_do burn on the body, they melt and cause deep burns pften
* requiring long, alnful and expensive hospltallzataon

_THESE WEAVES ARE MORE FLAMMABLE Open or loose-textured
] fabrics are more flammablg than tightly woven ones. Lightweights or |
" sheers catch and burn faster than heayy, durable ones which are safer
tor your chiidren’s play clothes 'Fuzzy fabrics with brushed or napped
surface can catch fire. eas|Iy and burn quicKly. Fuzzy-surfaced fabrics o
of synthe’uc fibers do not flash, but can burn and melt. If the fiber . .~
. itself resists burmng (like woo!) then any clothing made from rt resists
~ burning. .

)I - . -
-AN AIRY CUT LETS A FIRE SPREAD A garment that is loose fitting,
ruffled, flaring, that lets the air circulate inside it, burns more easily —  °
_and_quickly. .Full, sweeping skirts and sleeves ‘brush -against —fire — ——;*

-

sources, more readily-and are fuel for fire. o 3

Avoid-accidents with heatersf -
|

OPERATE THEM CAREFULLY f’ Particularly in the South and South- -
west, heaters often provnde the only source of heat in homes and they

6
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cause many accidents, burn many children Whether operated by on
gas or electricity, each has its own hazards .and should be installed

\
3 - |
S and operated strictly according to directions by expenenced persons. . l
Give them frequent .heckups; immediate repair when needed and i 1|
1
I
|
|
|

always use them {n well ventllated rooms. - -

PLACE THEM WiTH CARE Buy a heater that won't tip and place ,

S it on level fiooring. Keep it out of hallways, away. from doors or stairs _~
L ‘where it ‘might block escape in a fire. Kegp it away from flammable
- things hke beds, upholstered furniture, curtains, drying clothes. ‘Above

. all, keep small_children at safe distance from heaters.

. 3 ¢ .
OIL HEATERS When fueling oil units, don't overfilt thém, nor fill
a portable heater while .t 1s burning or still hot Wipe up oil spills right )
away. With kerosene, look out for possible burner flooding and flare-
ups, Vent all fixed heating units to the outside. Keep flue pipes clean

and tlght - I A

ELECTRIC HEATERS _Be careful net to overload‘ the circuit with

the heaters (see page 12) Many require separéate circuit. Heating coils
should have guards to prevent contact with clothing whlch causes

_ dangerous clothmg burns, .
{ GAS HEATERS Look out for gas leaks. Use guards over flames. -
) Vent them where instructions call for it. Be sure gas piping is properly o

mstalled and mamtauned e . v

B HOT METAL FLOOR GRILLESV Hot air furnace grilles in floor areas

. become hot enough to burn the bare feet of anyone whe fcrgets about
< . . them. and children often do and are seriously burned. So if you must
have them, place them well out of traffic if you can. Yo can equip
the heater with temperature limiting controls that prevent burning.
If you place a rug over a grille in the summer, remove it before the
heat is resumed or you could have a fire.
SCREEN THE FIREPLACE Both gas logs and woodburning -fire-
. places need firescreens to shieid children from accidents and to keep '
’ wood sparks from flying into the 1oom. Fix the andirons so logs cannot
roll off onto the floor. Never use kerosene or gasoline on or near the "
fire. It is very dangerous to burn trash or evergreens in fireplaces. )
Before you leave the house or go to bec, it is best to extinguish the :
fire. In any case, it should be very low, the chimmey damper partiaily
s closed, and the screen adjusted. . .




Danger |9 the kitchen' o fe s ) .
- ’,j g KiTCHENS ARE ACC!DENT AREAS  This is whefe many painfu
-. ] . _burns occur. it is a dangerous pluce to turn a small child foose to play
=, and to prowl unwatched, so pép him into a hugh ghatr or - nlaypen where
o ) he cafl see what goes on safely when you can't give h;m'full attentaon :
~""\ E

PREVENT SCALDING ACCIDENTS Small children often pull pots N

fuli of hot faod down upon themselves by grabbing pa nandles. Avoid
thss by turmng handles away from tne line of trnfﬂq Keep cups and
pots of hot coffee ‘well back from the iable edgeJ too I .-

———

-

KEEP THE STO\!E AREA FREE OF GREASE Grease fires flare up
.. quickly, flames spread and burn fiercely causing painful burn injuries.
Neve‘r use water to put out agreasg fire. (See page 19.)




- ,REMOVE FLAMMABLE THINGS Pon't place a range under a win-

dow or have anything flammable near. the s tove. Anchor all kitchen

o curtains so they do not blow : across flames, Begter buy flame retardant
s curtains and potholders. Hang anything ﬂammabl dlshlowe\ls. pot-
holders at safe distance. Keep the trashbasket away and empty it
often. Avoud reaching over lighted burners. Flawmg sleave robes are
dangerous costumes to wear when ynu are cooking.

i

I

. DON'TTAKECHANCESWITHAFURNACE =

HAV!; EXPERT !NSTALLAT!ON The fumace\Zz the boiler and water
heatgr must be installed by experts foliowin the manufacturer's -
instructions and guidance by local code authonties. Don’t tamper with
the heat equipment, itself, or the installation. Follow ¢ perating instruc-
tions carefully. Be careful not to block bff grilles and louvers or other ™
paSsageways to furnacegn enclosed spaces. Unless you have expert
_advice don't enclose boileror furnaces that are instalied in basements




- REGULAR INSPECTION-IS IMPORTANT All furnaces should be
. mspected dnd serviced at regular intervals. Ol furpaces should be
~ cleaned, oiled and ad;usted by 2 serviceman who should look for leak
ing oit lines and msty. clogged and damaged {lues Oil burner tanks
and units also_should have a safety shut off such as a fusible link
+ Soot should he cleaned out of both oil and coal burmng furnaces arge
.-ayear when furnace is not m, use. In the coal burning furnace, the
- 'asﬁ pit cleanout i the chm‘ney should have sec-re,metal door Watch -
_for .changes in water gauge, mnters and thermomtters Trey can
mdicat&trouble

&

: CALL A SERVICEMAN TO TURN DN A GAS FUR‘MCE <t fakeyvthe-

~ technical skill of a serviceman to check a furnace for ges leuks and -
-to pu* 1t back into operation pmperl;Q Have ‘umac.es _inspected afg
semced evary year. . -’

*

P L;VESAFELY USINGGAS © | ¢

-

DON' T LET CH‘LDREN PLAY WITH aTOVr.S The pnto\t\ !iights and
burners fascma{e children. They frequently burn themselves and set
_ the house or, {:re playmg vaith ihem Teach children not to touch the
. stove \ . .
) FLASHBACKS CAN BE DANGERbUS Keep children at safe dis
- tanea when you hght the oven or water seater. Flashbacks can happen
when a match 15 used nstead of a puot fight o oo has accumts’ ‘ate
in the interval before the highting. 't 1» best to air the oven be;are
highting 1t with a natch. Keelr'the manufacturer's direclions handy s6 -
that you can refer to them n I3 htmg the water heater. Modern water
heaters are automatically highted and safe. but the oid manua&iy oper\/
. afed hpaters need caution 1n handhng L - e

-

IF YOU SMELL GAS IN THE HOUSE Open ali the wdows imme: -
hately «f there s a strong odor of gas in the house, Don’t turn on any’
lights. The electric spark from the fhp of a switch, or the lighting
of a mateh ¢ .1d cause an explosion. Call the gas compuny or. police
for expert help Gas escapwmng from an apphance may accumula;e
dangerously in closed ropms. Keep rooms ventidated and your equrp
ment in good repaer.

-»

A - - i'«
BUY SAFE EQUIPMENT  Always look for the Amencan Gas A8so-

*

. - 12 . \
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matwn Iabel whxch tells yOu that an apphance has been tested for
.safe!y

% DON'T ﬁnozasswmm—: ELECTRIC POWER

o KEEP ELEGTR!C}TY INITS PLACE Electricity flows from the power,
. lantghrough transmussion hines 1o your home, and through electrical
equipments ‘then back to earth to tomplete an electric circuit, If it
esca;fes its normal path through some e)g,;)osed winng, it then finds )
annmer pa!h back to earth which can b/e thmugh YOUR body. -

~ THE BODY CONDUCTS ELECTRICITY  When the current escapes :
through broken msulaticn, it may flow inte the metal frame of an .

Kﬂapnl!a%_j #nd then tl rough your body if you touch the metal while

you are dyrectly c.:‘ indirectly n contact with ‘earth. This 15 because -

., * . your body s made up.largely of water and botl; metal and water con .
' duct the current. You can recewve a severe or even fata! shock if yeu B

- are standmg on anything damp because you provide the complete

s .cm:mt, for the currdnt to return back to earth. On a dry {loor, you are

3, less apl to recerve that shock. Dry wood does, not conduct it.

L f —_— 7
0, \:‘
MAKE PAIRS !MMEDIATEL‘! Never u -regard any sign of tmu -
“ble, overheating, sparking, stalling, dnmmxshmg power or strange
sounds. Disconnect the apphance of you feel the shightest shack. These

- are warmngs to mske répair or replacement immediately. o

v~ t

o e - L _ -z
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DON'T FORGET POWER SAFETYRULES ~ * .

Buyyeqmpmen! that has been safety- tesled You can iel! it by the
Underwnters Laberaiones label.

.
'V

o Always read and fcilow all manufacturers’ directions. .

B > s . - )
" & Don’t let anything electric get wet for this causes shocks.

4 \ :

» Major apphiances should be nstalied and repaired by professional
servicemen, . ‘

¢ Electncal equipment should be grounded »s follow: ‘ P

~

11
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\lHlRD WIRE DRAINS LEAK!NG CURRENT The groundmg of
the usual 120 volt electrical system is done through a third wire and
R ) thg‘ee prong plug which drains off the leaking curyent if it escapes
- thrpug broken msuiat\on (as descnbed before). Hire a” qualified
; electrician to do the ‘grounding and chapge two hole outlets to the
: safér thrRe -hole type, T\ .
. KITCHEN \AND LAUNDRY APM “All heavy appl!ances
should be grounded and myst, have a separate 20 ampere circuit. It
takes a qualified ele iriciap to instail them, as it does to instalt or
o exten your wiring. / . -
> %‘ ; + . ."l‘\ .- ’
TEL \!lSlON SET" AND RADIO“ TV antenna masts and lead-in
wires; s\ shouid be 5rounded for lightning protection. Ts and radios
S -need circulating air {d ¢ol them so. place them so the ventllatmg
: hole., are not against the wall. Keep the ‘covers on the backs

.~ !

1

'OVERLOADED CIRCUITS CAN CAUSE FIRES Pebple are using

_many cases they overfuse and overload” circyits. This is pamcularly
I true in.older houses which were nor wired for today's needs. This can
cause flres Use the right size fuse and/séy within the capacnty of the .
circuit., If it-1sn‘t sufficient for t}le ;qmpmeret you are usmg{haVe an -’

\elect.lcal contractor provide your house with higher capacity semceL

3
i

> ADP TH TOTAL WATTS IN/USE An average circuit will carry _

= 1400 wa Is. The labgl of ap’appliance usually states How many watts
" it uses. Esxamme each label and add the total number you may be

- using durmg a peak 16ad. Is it within ,the safety limits of the fuse?

= . FUSES ANu CIRCUIT BREAKERS WARN YOU When a fuse blows
: or the c:rcutt breaker cuts off the current, this can be telling you to
turn off some of the equipment. It usually means that you are over-
loading the’ circuit. But if you reduce’the load and a fresh fuse blows
. right away, ﬁere may be a defectiVeswire or part in some of your
' .equipment, or there may be a short circuit somewhere. If so, you
need an elect(man to make repairs iinmediately. Circuit breakers
~take the place of fuse boxes in some houses. They automatically cut
off the current tn case of trouble. When this is remedied, you must
. * reset the switch *to .restore ‘the current )

REPU\CE A FUSQ W!TH THE CORRECT SIZE  The usual housetiold
llghtmg circust faguxre‘s -a 15 ampere fuse. Alvays replace this with
the same size. (Maver a coppar penny!) A stepped up size can oyer-

I :
;
12 : ’ h‘
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A S0 many .appliances and worksavers that run by “electricity that in =




. 7 ',;AN OUTLET FOR EACH APPLIANCE it 15 safer and it looks better
if you can install enough outlets so that each appliarice has its own.

_ it than to patch it. It is not safe to nail, tack or knot a ‘cord, or torun -

_before you wrap a cord around it, and then not too' “tightly. Examine

heat wires and start a fire. Heavy apphances (freezersgwashmg ma

'Achlnes) need spemai fuses.

A cluster of p'ugs and extension cords can overload the wiring. !f you
can, mstall outlets every six feet along the floor line. It costs® less to

: have a rewiring job than it does to have a fire.

LY

"GET THE RIGHT EXTENSION CORD  Small appl!ahces hke lamps - |

take regular extension cords while the larger apphances need special

heavy -duty cords. If an appliance is exposed to oil or moisture the

cord must have o1l resistance and waterproof insulation. it also should

have the Undérwriters’ Laboratories’ label. . ) . *
- Ed

WORN CORDS CAN CAUSE ACCIDENTS You risk having shorts,

shocks and fire if you use a worn extension cord. It is safer to replace

it under rugs and through doorways. Keep it away from radiators and
high heat. All these things destroy insulation. Let an appliance cool

15
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tﬁe plug for lopse, worn ihreads ‘Are the SCTews t;ght’ They should
’hﬁla wires-firmly’ inside the plug.

e

-

DANGUNG UNUSED CORDS ARE . DANGEROUS 'Remoye them
.wheh not in use. Small chlldren (and pets) have been badly burned ~
by chewing these. Pull them out by the plug. Don't jerk them by the
cord’. Close.wall sockets with plug covers.to prevent youngsters from
stickihg pins into openings.

L

ELECTR!C IRONS START MANY FIRES If you must !eave your
ironing even- bnefly, disconnect the electric iron. Otherwise it can fall
_on fabric, burn through and start a blaze. Or it might fall on @ child.
You are safer if you use a ﬂame resistant ironing board cover

~ + BEFORE YOU CLEAN A TOASTER Disconnect it before you clean
the toastﬂr also before usmg anything metal for removing the toast.

BUY A COFFEE POT THAT'S SAFE The safe coffee pot is designed
~with a wide base with rubber caps on the bottom and it isn't top-
heavy. Lid should lock on, spout should be small, the electric cord
should be retractable so a child cannot jerk it off by a dangling cord




gTIME THAT SUNLAMP When you expose a child, or when any-

; body uses a sunlamp, se the alarm clock or fimer. Otherwise a bad .
burn can result. Follow thé manufacturer's directions exactly. It is a
; good idea to consult a doctor on the use of it and the timing. A young
f child's skip can take less of. those powerful rays than can an adult.

o [ Protect eyes with specral sunlamp glasses

PLAY SAFE WITH ELECTRIC TOYS | Be sure that they have been
tested for safety. Look for the Underwriters’ Laboratories’ label. An
adult always should be-near to see that manufacturer's directions are
followed, mcludmg the length of It:megt is safe to use the toy. Set up
~_electric trains and tracks on flamel'?etardant -painted, smooth plywood.
"Never place them near or.under Christmas trees. “

<

i ,,,A WET ELECTRICAL APPLIANCE IS DANGEROUS Remember that_
,,f‘water and _ eIectnc:ty aren’t teammates. Never touch an electncal
appliance with wet or sweaty hands. Nofie of the outdoor equnpment
should be used when the lawn or garden is wet or during a ra|n Keep
swnmmers out of the pool when a thunder storm comes up, “or when
the electric filter or pump,is in use. Radios, TVs and lamps should .
~__be %t a‘safe distance from the poolside or bathtub so that they will
~ have no contact with water.




o .- BE CAREI-UL WITH HOT WATER Thousands 8f children are
) burned by bath water. You can avoid this by running the cool water
first then adding hotwater until it is warm enough. This avoids scald-
ings. The temperature of the water heater should be regulated far
_below scalding—warm not hot. Another safety measure is a valve that .
controls the blending of hot and cold water out of one faucet. Never - ]
leave ‘a small child alone in the bathtub. - .

Bt

- ARE YOU STORING upP TROUBLE’

RUBBISH FIRES DESTROY MANY. HOMES Ask yourself whether
it is worth keeping. Piles of old newspapers,.- magazines, dlscarded .




% ~
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furniture, toys and. clothing become fire traps. Don't let them clutter
stairways, halls or any storage rooms. Keep exits open. Is your base-
ment workshop, your garage free of clutter that can start a fire?

FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS, MOPS, RAGS Any liquid that will burn,
2ils. paint, paint thinners, cleaning fluids, should be stored in capped
metal cans, not in glass or plastic jars, and in well ventilated cabinets
nowhere near any kind of fire. Don't smoke near any of these. Some
of these flammable liqu..s.. particularly gasoline (which should never
be stored in the house) can cause a fire if fumes from them are drawn
into the flame of a pilot light in & heater or stove. Oil soaked mops

and rags are very flammable. Shut up in a cab.net without ventilation -

they can cause fire from spontaneous c«mbustnon Better throw them
away‘ : s

. . .
- N = - . - . ..

e ¢ ‘ a2
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CONRGL FIRE OU\"' OF DOORS

i

4

BURN TRASH CAREFULLY If local l}ws permlt the use of an outA

door trashburner, use one that conforms to the safely standards. Do\‘
your ‘burning on windless days with th garden hoce hooked up, in )
case.it is needed. Place the trashburner on bare ground or other sur-
face that won't burn, safely removed from trees. or fences. Don't stu'f

it. Burn a little at a time. Have the Christmas tree carted away rather

than to burn it yourself. Keep th> children at safe distance. Don't

leave them alone with the fire. When vou finish butning, water down
every spark.

OBSERVE THE RULES FOR CAMPFIRES AND COOKOUTS The
rules above apply to campfires and cookouts. Get fire permits if they
are reqmred and check with forest officers tf possible. If a. prepared
sife-is not avarlable, scrape away all burnable material for 5 feet on

al! sides. Build the fire m a shallow pit away from trees, logs and
.roots,.Never burn in very dry or windy weather. Put the fire out with

Water “stir earth mto it, then ‘water it agam

KEEP THE BARBECUE ON THE LEVEL Set up. tiie barbecue gull
on even ground so it won't tip. Don't let chrldren ang pets romp
_around it. If you use spray fire lighters, supply the spray BEFORE the
charcoal is igmited, never afterwards. Remove the spray can far from
the grille then light tius fire with a taper. Never use gasol:ne or lighter
fluid to hurry any fire for this can be fatal.

17-
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Full Tt Provided by ERIC.

.. FIGHT ONLY SMALL FIRES

e

NEVER TACKLE A BIG BLAZE In the early moments, a small-fire
can be put out if you act quickly and use thé right mathod for the
particular type of fire. But first, make sure that the children and others
get out, and that somebody calls the fire department FAST. People
usually wait too long to call for help so that fire gets out of hand

Nevet, let it block your exit. If it spreads, get out fast. .

18




'ASK THE FIRE DEP’ TMENT ABOUT EXTINGUISHERS

If you
need 'help in selectin_ ‘ire extinguishers, most fire departments will
“be glad to advise you. .t is wise to have an extinguisher for grease |
and electrical fires in your kitchen. Learn how to use it and keep it’
flll'ed ready for instant use. L

“How To USE hﬂqse OR EXTINGUISHER.  Aim the stream at the
- base of the fire. If the flrgrs on the floor, sweep the stream from the
edge inward. If it is on the wall sweep the stream from the bottom
upward. Shoot it into a closet but pever go inside, yourself Don't-
ventulate “the house until the fire is out.. %

DON T FORGET—NO WATER ON OIL OR GREASE FIRES! Liquids
such as oil, gasoline, grease and paint have to be smothered with ary
chemical fire extinguishers (not a water ext.ngulsher) or carbon
dioxide or foam, or baking soda, never doused with water Water _

.-

'SMOTHER THE COOKING FIRE It a fire has started from fat,

1 turn off the stove, apphance or oven. Cover the pan, or close ‘the

3 orusea dry chemical fire extinguisher (Qvever water). - . -

1 Tum off the current and if possnble unplug the apphance

spreads such fires.

grease or oiLin a pan or in an oven. o - T

Y ~ _ —-

“oven taklng care not to -get youtself burned;

2 or throw baking soda .on the blaze. Keep packages of this handy;

i - : N . -
o Lo . . i )

4 Never carry a burning pan to the sink-or outdoors. ' R

[ - - -~
L5

* . DON'T USE WATER Z)N EL/EbTRICAL FIRES That is; don't Usé\w‘
::—«gater until aII current has. been turned off.

2 If you can't do this, use only the extinguisher for an electncal fare
Neve: throw water on live wires which can produce dangerous shocks.

3 If all current is off, you can then use water. - ’

i
1

CLOTHING FIRFS NEED QUICK ACTION If anyone’s -clothing
catches on fire won't let this victim run because that would fan the

_ : ‘ ‘ - -—19— ) )
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flames Qunckly, have, hfm lie on the floor, arms folded high on chest
- to protect face: Have fnm roll, or roll him slowly,*over and over. Bet-
» ter stiil if you can roll him up on the floor in a heavy wool coat or
wool rug but never in anythlng cotton or synthetic. Whatever you use,
fold it close around the neck to keep flames and fumes from emerging

tilt fire is out.

\.7

USE TEAMWORK ON GRASS FIRES If you see that f|re in grass,
leaves and. brush is getting out of control N .

-1 Immediately call_the fire department.

2 Until the firemen come, get neighbors to help with teamwork,

i 3 Make a 4foot fire- break path well in front of the fire by raking,
: dlggmg and wettlng down the ground

;7;?;,207*,,,;47 e L _ e [
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. at his-head. Have him keep rolling, or roIl him, or gently beat his body .
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.4 Knocks ows! the Ytames with brooms, shovels, and with hose or
7 pRils of water. A 8 '

-

/ - =

' 57.;Havg,sro, ofie follow this operation, to put out small sparks. .
<6 Prot{e(:ti‘}ﬁ»earby buildings and yards by wetting them down, and
~close all windows and doors. - -

T

- tlothes, and heavy shoes.

=« o

"8 'Keep an escape area free so the fire doesn't trap the firefighters.

.7 7 Wear sturdy denim, woolen, or best of all, flame resistant fabric _




‘MtAP OUT AN éSCAPE PLAN

) A PLAN CAN BE A LIFESAVER If you have a well-ti.uught-out-
_plan for escaping out of every room in yeur house, particufarly the
_bedrooms, . this may save lives when seconds count and keep the

family from panicking. A bad fire does not burn_inch by inch. It can
leap through the house, creating temperatures of 800 to*1000 de-
grees quuckly In such heat, areas far from the original fire can burst
—mto ﬂame — . . X e

i -

,‘MARKESCAPE ROUTES ON PAPER En:ergency escape routes are
important because fire and smoke spread along the same passages
that_you normally would take, blocking halis and stairways. Maké a
rough floor.plan marking possible escapé.routes, the normal route
and_an_emergency._routé_out of every rooin, especially out of bed-

. rooms. Is_there a_porch or garage roof to use as emergency exits out

~ of the upper story windows? (If you sleep with bedroom door closed

_ it,could- keep. smoke out long enough for you.to escape through a
wmdow) Consuder having rope or chain fadders in upstatrs rooms.’

2

_ DISCUSS THE PLAN Hold a Family Fire Control Meetlng‘ ‘go over

the plan, ask for suggestions. Assign somebody to help each very ]

- .young and very elderly member of the househoid in escaping. Agree

- on a place outside, to méat and count noses™ to be sure all are out,
Fmphasnze an important rule: once out, stay out till the fn'e is out.

¢ P e - N

ESCAPE FROM SMOKE -~ -

KEEP CLOSE TO THE FLOOR Both heated aig and smoke filled
_with poisonous fumes tend to'rise. I 1s most 1mportant not to breathe -
~'much of those fumes. It necessary crawl to escape. - T =
PROTECT YOUR NOSE AND THROAT If you waken to find -heavy
‘smoke in your room, tie the thickest cloth you can find quickly, pref-

erably moistened, over your nose, mouth and throat. Crawl close to -
the floor without breathing ‘deeply ajong the safest escape route, or
to your bedrecm window if smoke blocks your escape from the room
Open-the window only wide enough to out for help and to breathe

. the fresh air until help comes.

AT
LT




- - - "
> - ST

IF SMOKE [ NO'I' HEAVY—-TEST' Even if the smell of smoke.is | ~
hght don't throw open the bedrocm door until you have tested it for
_heat with the palm of your hand. If it is hot, don't open 1t but shout a
~ warning to others._If it lsn't hot, brace yourse! against it while open-
ing it a_ crack. Be ready to shut it fast if you feel a hot draft; if you
don't. feel heat, quu:kly get everybody down the stalrs and out. Dont .

-

T flre dralls can save y ur fam'ly when

1 Everyone: goes t,o hns bedroom fies down, doors closed

. - A,

@ '2., 7Soﬁhd tljz fire alarm, a bell, whistle, horn gr shoug’.

P

E 7' - . . 1 ,;4' ':i S
3. Jump up and test bedroom doors before opening them.
4. First drill: escape out usual -exits, through hall, stairs.

- 5. Second dnill. magine doors are hot, hall blockéd By fire.

Crawl to emergency exit. Can you open wmdows and .
screens?~ ) . -

[

'6. Everybody meets at an outside spat for thié “nose count.”
7. Pretend to report the fire ‘at nearest alarm box or éhone[.

(Impress ch:idren to turn in alarm only for a real fife‘,)

8. Have everyone practice what to say clearly ar;d slowly,
i

*1 am reporting a fire at., . . My name js;.. ‘s

Ity

‘4




A FAMILY FlRE-SAFETY/ CODE

. Have the whola iam:ly help you wnte a fire- safety ‘cade for
yeur house, Put it up where everyone can see it.If the children help
to_.make the rules they will remember ‘them and remind others to
fo!!ow them Some thmgs you will want tto mcmde will be to. .

. Leam why fire is so dangerous. haw to use it safely. L

k|

. Have rules about smokmg and safety, such as not :o smoke in h7/

L g “Kee mamg free of grease and flammable ihmgs

1

- o Never p]ay with hre or take chances, ask those who do to stop4

o Stom matches and hghte,rs out of reacn of sman chnldren _ i

‘-'.. Never leave small children ’some‘ alone even fer a short iimEr

B

. Keep chnldren out of kitchen or away from stove dunng cooking

o Use safety -tested equnpment (Look for the Underwriters’ Labora
_ tonmes or American Gas Association label on the name platé whic
. mdlcates safety testing) - ) - - .

. Know and follow the ru!es when usmg gas and e!ectr:city‘ ' ,

Store no mbbxsh Store and handle ﬂammable liquid.. wnih

) Fo?low safely rules with all outdoor fires,

. Pian"on papér how to escape if fire,,tilogks the usual exits, |

a ﬁrachce exnt driil in the home, once a memh

-




R A namber uf urgamm!mas will answer ‘nquu‘zes to ass:s,t you
fire safaty pmgram. You can. Wrter ¢

‘Natmneﬂ Fire Pmtectm Assuc:at«on 60 Battuymarch Street
Basmn _Massachusetts 02110 .

3 4mencar3 Ins: inge As;oc:ai;on 85 Jahn Strent New;‘{ork
-10038 - '} .

. Natiohai Safety Ccunwxl 425_N. Michigan Avenue Chicago. )
};.mmc.s 605;1

. A

':"5' - Amentan Gas Assoc:atson 605 Third Avenue New Yor!\ New E
~York mG‘iﬁ ) . K - : ol

-

:6; " . Underwniters’ Laboratores, Inc.. 207 East Chio Street, Cﬁx-
gn ‘lilinois 60611 -
Many fire Asurance agencies ajso mibi answer inquiries on
fite ..afe‘y ;)rob!ems .

“#
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