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,ABSTRACT . ' .

R-QUAF (Rapid Question and Answer Formation) .is"a
dev1ce which enables the English as a second language (ESL) class to.
systematically review previously studied sentence patterns in a brisk
and lively way. The technique revolves around a wall. chart with cue

. words for questions running down the left-hand side (to elic¢it the .

varlous structures to be reviewed) and a cast of characters runndng
across the top. The instructor points to a box on the grid thus
formed and calls upon aﬁstudent to make the correct question for that
character. For example, ﬁnext Sunday - Mr. Redford" would'yield:
"yhat is Mr. Redford planning to do nekt’ Sunday’" The toX contains
the apswer cue "tennis" or sbmetimes just a question mark, which
would yield "I _don't know wvhat he's planning to do." students hdve a
copy of the chart they also keep a .notebook with sample questions.
and answers for home study. Additional lines are added to the chart
weekly as new structurés are covered. "he students are always .
Eespdn51ble for the cdumulative total. (Author/CFH)
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Revxew is a constant roblem in the lanvuave classroom.! How
of}én it »s that we must push on because -we have either exhausted
the ‘material in the lesson or have 8 tight schec@ule to meet, still
knowing that many of the students have not, completely mastered

' what we have already taught. While most good texts do'have some

busilt-in review, it |s often given cuxsory attention smc; by its very
nature it is old material and, consequently, often dull. - ERE
Rapnd Questlon and Answer Formatjon ‘(R-QUAF, for short), .
may’ bé omg answer to this dilemma. It is designed to build flugncy
with the basnc patterns of English — to make thempas automatlc as
possible — and yet to do it in such a way as to mamtaﬂn the

student’s interest and to make what he is learning appear as relevant

as possible to his,immediatg needs: , v . .
The technique revolves around a very simple device — a wall
chart, such as the one'in Fig. #1. Across the top is the'*“cast of = ~

characters™. Three of tivse fl(;tltlous characters are students, two

. are teacllers, and the last, Mlss Tanabe, supposedly works in the.

school administration ofﬂce. In my particular case, these characters
i /\ / s
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"are alsé tled to the- mtroductory conver’satron of each- l‘ésspn of my e
)text’ but this does nqt have to be so for the dewee o be ;:ffe@tlve o
The teft-most column of the chart eontams the” lesson number
and question desrgnatron The adjoining column eontams the cue ", -
word foy the questlon for thit row: Under each éharaCter is the -
approprlate cue for the §nswe.r for thatsindividual: Thu(s by pomtrn" o
to the box located on hne 2 2a'under Mr. l(edfo.d tlle mstruetor can
elicit the question “WHERE IS MR. REDFORD FROM? 5 weil'as ™
the answer, *“HE'S FR@M VANCOUVER, CANADA.” Emntmg to o
the question word along with a verbal “YOU” ellclts “WHERE "-’.j:
'ARE YOU EROM?” to .which the ‘next student {must reply

It would be unreasonable, hqwever to expect stydents to be able .,
to make and answer questions raprdly'rf,the f,"hart were, iny used for
a relatrvely short trme each’day in the elas%room The key to sﬁ“ccese Lt

this technrqud is that students keep a note.book3.wrtl1 thr;ee

separate sections: 1) a copy of; the. chart 1tself 2),a sebtion W1t.h e
sample *questions (Fig. #2), and 3) a'section with sample answers
(Fig. #3) +With these in hand “the* udent ¢an d‘@ Fost- of hig =+
R-QUAF practlce at home. Class time can be usedonly for chgckmg‘ o 3
the thorouohness of the students preparation. * I’ - .

At the beginning of .the course the wall c'hart -is blapk. Questlo'n -
and answer sets are, presented gradually, usually two or "three per
lesson. \The students fill in the appropriate sections *of thelr C s 2
notebooks under ‘the guidance of the instructer: Each, week*t‘he L) -(
items introduced in the previous lesson are thoroughly checKed and"
past jtems, are given a once-over as well. The students have been
instructed to continually review their entire chart, lest they. f'orgetr
what they have already been ¥dught. . o

In class, review is carried out briskly. Recently, I have beén usmg . ;/“ »‘
a stop watch in clasg, linfiting the students to 15 se}:onds in wlnch Y
to blurt out their questlon or answer ‘Wlnle this. do\es ltiive a

T . -

S Y h LA ‘l‘. ’ﬂ 5 ‘,:- ,.,
2The text rcl'errcd t0 1s onc devc’lopcd by my wrfc an}mc catitled Enghsh in Conlex; . !
for use in my classes at Kansal.Umvcrslly ‘of oreigh Sludlcs llrrakala s, . D
Alternatively, the instructor could pass out a compléte chan plus complete sampla N ’
questions and answers at the: begrnmng of the course, thus saving the lunc‘m class | T . ¢
which 1t takes for the sjudents to fill in*their notebooks. . e
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. SAMPLE QUESTIONS * . v ,
la 'Whal s her ndme7 .' ¢ . Ce~ )
. b . M-E Whal class is Micko in? |, v -
’ RT What does Mr. Redford 80?7 . , '
© 2a Where's Mieko from? )
N b . Where’ s, Mieko llvmg now? ‘ ~
. c How does Mieko get o school?

38 M-E When doeb Mieko have (Enghish Composion)?  »
~ R When does Mr Redford teach class (3-K)? . .
b MR How many classés does Mieko havg on_ (Mondayy? T »
' 4- What's Mieko going to do this.Sunday? . ’ ¢
Sa ., How long does 1t-take Mieko 0 get to school? ’

How long doesatt take Mieko to gel ready to go to school?
What time is Mieko's first cldss on Tuesdays?

. 0y
. ¢ M-

T What time does Miss Tanabe have (b be at work cver&é’lay? VRN
d ~ 2 What time does Miekolhave to get up on Tuesdays? '
. - e )
v T . (Eigure # .
T .o ;- (Eigure % %S\ S
- ) ) N N ‘ - )
SAMPLEANSWERS 1 . ~, o ]
“la That’s Micko Kawai. -
' b ME Shesin A
. R, H He teaches composﬂnon . i
. T Sheworks an the office.” ;
. 2a M Shelives nghl herein Hirakata . -+ =
® - N 4-H  He’s from Aomori Prefecture. N
T Idont know whete she’s from. ‘
’ b M Shelwesat home. Y .
L | He's iving in a dormmMtory in Hirakata. e f
P ~. E - She'stiving wilh her aunt and uncle 1n Neyagawa. »
_ R, H He livesin Neydgawa . .
T She lives 1g sghool housing. , <
¢ M Shetakes the bus.
' I.T He walks :
E  She takes the tram. - . .
R . Hedrives ) ,
. H 1 don’t know how he gets to school . . . )
d . I3 . A
) \ e . - (Figure #3) (
' J ¥ . . . 5
< d h "t ' i
O - . L 5 )




4 . * e ..
drawback in' that some students tend to “dutc%when under
pr%s'sure I have found that the thoroughness o * the sfudcnts

preparation is dlrecth related to the .amount of timé a1 give '
th

m to answer, ¢

. introduced. "Howéver, % principle is not striutly adhered to. There
are many patterns which I have. considered too elementary to be
ingluded in the formal structure of my course, but Wth{l the’
students, nevertheless,*do ne¢d mofe practice with. Cony rsely,

g -
. there are some structures introduced in the text which are not
amenable to chart drilling. ‘
. In summary, R-QUAF offers a novel way to selc;ctively,review
, those structures which the instructor feels that the students have
not'yet mastered completely: It emouragcs the students to do their
owr?revnew work-at home and is fun'to use in class for both the . °
student and teacher alike. [~ A .
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