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INTERNATIONAL NEWS IN THE CANADIA ND\AMERICAN PRESS:

A COMPARATIVE NEWS FLOW STUDY .

.
.

The s iews,tudy of rinternational nflow t relatively young end, unlike most
.

communication analysis, has been largely undertaken outside of the North American
. %,

0
. _

continent. As a result, many American investikatorsarevunaware of recent '

45candinavian rid-A, for example, which has developed and tested k Variety of-hykth-
I .

S , .

eses about international news flow., The study here reported is an attempi.fo
N

extend theScandinavian work into the North Ameiican continent'. The two objec-

tives of the study are first to present basic'descriptir 'data a bout the current
.

' - i'r

level of international news in,the Canadian and American press; and second, to
. . a -' ,

test.the predictive power for North America of news flowm.theory developed °gor
e

seas.* Special attention shall be pap to the ever perplexing Problem,of the dif-

ferential news flow between the-United States and Canada. As both Hart
1 And

Scanlon
2
have documented, the gap appeary(4de. .There is much more coverage of

the U.S. in Canadian newspapeA.than of -Canada. in U.S. papers. This paper will

6* si, _

'seek to further illuminate this exchange by testing it against emerging news
)

flow theory. r.

lit International 'news flow 'first generated attention in the early fifties,

* * .

.

when two European studies formulated the themes which were to preoccupy,analysts

foi the following decades WIn the 'ake ofcrumbling colonial ties arid U.S. pOli-
.

tical ascendancy,.UNESCO, How Nations See Each 0/her (1954), began a long tradi-

tion
5

of descriptive "image" studies. These'probed.national sterecitylles and the
. ,.

. .

*c.

.generalized'picture of America in. the press 'o.? other countrles.
4



,

.International

-. . .

:

The Press Institute's Flow of News (1953) ailbthar-germinal-,_:,

.
,.

, stay, for the first time raised issued about the way in which' international
:==

I

.G0

.

"information was-reported and distributed. It noted that dnternational flow is

uneven and that the global agencies tend to fOcuson hard news and op p 1,

nations." Most accounts, it found, were deVoted to war, politics and foreign

relations, ignoring cultural and other huMan activities as well as'the doings

of smalleronations.' Thistradition which spawned a series ofAStudies comparing

the -flow from highly td less deveroped,copntries irk Latin Americ' Africa and

Asia, also led to the investigation of.the news selection process frtm global

4.)

agencies to local newspapersT6

Ten years later, in the mid-sixties, Scandinavian, scholars utilized this

/ foundation of descriptive studies to develop the fijt theoretical perspectives_

fór the explanation of internatioAt new flow. Ostgaaxd in 1965 pointed out
.

thatIvis is produced in a politic61-economicecentext And is aditiflopall; affected

7.

by "channel" discreiancies, while Galtung and Rug tried to specify what these

$ ,-

"chatl" characteristics were. 'Accordingto Galtung, psychologi?al theory,

an.event is mo, likely to be chosen to 'pete"news" if it has Certain fre-
.

Auency,-clarity,sonsonance and continuity characteristics and it concerns

"ep.te"ItiZns oipeople and contains peronification and negativism.

t4 A
_......7StibsOquent scholars have tried to unambiguously Operatio0alize and test t./

.

4
Galtung and Ruge's news factors, vs well as their edditivity and complimentary

hypotheses. These state that the more news factors an vent has, the greater

its likelihood of selection-into the international. news stream6and the more the

news concerns an elite nation; the less negatittely it 45.11 be reported. The ,1

I *

4
I
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. , . . ,

',..s. --oldielitivityhyothes.4.-coafm-4,4x-ba-cruifimmadthough_th.d....coliipaimeatiryrhypoille,
. o . .

.

. "-.-__.../ s.
-

sis is not. "Rospngren in anumber pf,papers,notest that'extra-media ttandar
,

) ,

3. r

are required for evaluatirig Mediaperformancel° and that questions of r sonable

-4 11
geographiCal coeyeAge cannot be answered withbut some standardization Of the data.,.

.

The Factors WhichAffect rhterational New Flows

769

On the basis of the above Cited work, factors affecting the internftional

fltv of news can be categorized into four groups; technicil-econdmic, Pont cai-
. NN.

hiltorical, editorial weighting, and *hat might be called marketplace or-a

factorS- The fiist two cap be Seen as boundary factorsetting limit's on the

availability, of foreign news. The second two relate more to theeditorial pro-
.

cess, influencing the allotment -bf.the foreign newshole space.

a...
I

41.

. 1., Technical-Econdmic Factiors
1-

To understand the structure and corfterit of international newsacqording to

Mtgaard, various "givens" must be, kept in mind. A country's news values; which '

,

determine the focus and Ontent o its world picture are not created 'in a vacuum.
.'''_ .

,. .

Tfleydepend on the atiailability of communications technology, historical precedents,
-

as well as economic and'yblitical relations aneditorial judgments?

The technical jaclities f7 international communication, as is well known,

are not evenly distributed around the world. They are more available in the

highly than the'less developed nations. In the age of satellites, UNESCO finds .

. Z
that aS many as 33% ofthe world's, population still lack the most elementary , ,.

, .

means of dnforming themselves about internationa4 evnts. About e third (45)
, .

. . :
. _

.

,t

of all states and territories in Africa, Asiapand Latin America with over 200
, .
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Int..people,...1aok---eatioaaknews.--agenclas-aitil the minimum_regiiiia4.nts of ten

. .

newspapers, fiveradio- s, two television lets and two cinema seats per 100vpopula-
. I

tied,.
12 Unequal distribution of facilities, ac cording to Schamm,

13 causes 'inter-:

quitional, news to flow fromhigher 'to the less developed countries.

In spite of the fact that no s'uoh technological barriers exist beireen they

United States and Canada because both have highlydeveloped communications tech- 0

conomic factors .have yet created a one - direction news flow-frOm the
1 '6'

to.Canada. The organization of4the international newt matket tstva.,,tiered.

0

, -1

41

0

The global AP, UPI, Agence France-Presse, Reuters, and TASS dominate this .market

as wholesalerS, selling their product to 90 national agencies. 'ilese agencies in

4 b

. turn, retail foreign news.to their own-press- and broadcagt'outiets and return

national coverage...to the globals. In the U.S1-Canadian example this means the
. .

t- ,

Reuters and AgenceFrance-Presse funnel some 250;000 words daily

.

1
,...

York office: while the return-flow. from UP's Toronto dffice'
.

.-
14

k.

Constitutes oily about 35,000-words of Canadian.and.inteknational news daily..

AssOiated Press,

in(o the CP's New

That is to say, thei(low.of international new into Canada is much greater than

the outflow of Canadian dews to other countries.

The problem" for Canada by this imbalance, of course, is that the' economic
. ti ..

benefits of drawing upon large foreignips\\ sources are offset by the possible

r

cultUral impact of this heavy,forelin presence in their domestic' news media.*
,

. . .

O

*It should be noted,'however, that the data of the present study does not support

this fear of "cultural ,imperialism". As Canadian .press reliance on U.S sources
forforeign,neWkjincreases,the character of the.Canadian foreign news should more

closely approximate that ofhe U.S. press, To test this expectation, percentage

a breakdown of foreign news by stems type'in the Canadian Tress was correlated, with

'that in the U.S. prees. Story types /categorization followed the IPI subject '

6
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= ..0,446. When treatment of selected

individuai couhXries rias eated,f6r, the following TesUlts were found.

L., Country Percent of

Covered Tteatient Cnd. News from

_ Correlation U.S.'84tirces

1,
United\ , r .

Kingdom .72 4 29%

North
.90 ;21%

-1,..#, .

.

-Africa,, -' '.66 24%

,

. South 144t,./
. America

e'.
.36 64%

Germlny :34t 65%

Japan,/ .59 70%

2. Political, Historical and Cultural Factors

Political factors often reinforce economic imbalances. The ga tektepIng

flanction of TASS and other socialist country news agenciesc width 'drastically

. ,

k

,reduces the disseminal:n of Western produced international information'in the

copmunist world, is well documented15 , as is Yugoslavia's search for a ",third

.

world" perspective.16 Less well known-is t e Affect of colonial ties on inter-
.

national news flow. Hachten mentiols.that 't coffts more to 'send mts'sages between

varioul African states, than to route them via London or Paris, which are inter-
. 17

national transmission points and headquarters of the original colonial power's.

an Canada, according to Hardin, colonialism prejudiced the search for viable

,
18

solutions to
t

some of the country's economic. and brovicasting problems.
,

- '

\,....

A
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,Instead Of:vigorously suiworting...ratklic enterprises in solving communication

.
r-

. .
needs, Canadians coupled this solution'with.a freeenf rprill ideology which(nks .,'

sparsely populated continent could not afford. Though crown corporations paid
4

1 -A4
i

I r -

off
i

handsomely in railroad building travel and broadcast links? the maN .'

.

. .
.i.

of radiO and television stations are tOdayiprivately ownedand the counfry's

foreign news

Like many of

is produced by a media -owned cooperative. ,The Canadian Press '(CP),

its newspaper members, tram accordOt to Senator Keith Davey, failed

to support the development of an adequate foreign arrespondent corps to serve

.

,national needs.19 -Further, the immediate aliailability of well 'developed.foreign

soui\ces, as.noted,above,'has
probablyliggravated this prejudicse by providing a

means of satisfying the public interet in news of foreign affairs.,

",

The deployment of the Correspondent corps'is another factorraffecting world

hews attention. According to.a recent study by Kliesch, the 676 U.S. foreign

correspondents are not ANdally distributed around the globe. More than halt (51%)

.

are located in Europe, where England and France claim 179 members of the force.

Another 23% are in Asia, while the final'26% provide token coverage of South

rr 1/ American and Africa.
20 Canada's deployment of'its net shows similar imbaiances.

One third each of the 28 corps members are' stationed in Washington and London

respectively, with,the final-third located in Paris (4), POsing/Hong Kong (4),'

Moscow (1), and Brussels (1).
21 Doubtlessly this disposition wiLl'lead to.a

higheg news coVerage,of'the U.S. and Britain than'other.parts of the world.
.

3. Editorial Weightihg Factors --

While technological, ecpnomic, and.political factors might determine the

boundary'conditions within>rhich international news selection occurs, 04 cannot` --!1.

4

I
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explain.t4eegtorial seiction process itself. In the U.S:-Cahadian example,

. ,
4

the fact that the former has .a globa1 1 and the latter a national news source sug-

01.

',jests there will be prpportionally more stories about the U.S. availtble to

Canadian editorsthan aide versa. Yetsuch_gpssavailability does not in it
.

I" .- I

.

self explain how American and Canadian edi ors will utilize their scarce news-

paper space.

.
.,

. ,

. ..
I.

fr
Gaining and Ruge explored the idea'oftire "elite" nations, suggesting that

MP .
.

such will receive more ed.terial attention than will the so-called"non-elite"

nations. However, detailed. testing incUcates'that their Psychological iaterpre-
.

tatiompof "elite" must be dropped because of the high level of .ambiguity involved.

Aosengren, on. the other hand:'-'suglibts that the "elite" nation concept is best

P
operationalize,d in-such terms as a country's relative population size, cross

National Product, ,and trade with the eporiing'couatry. 23 In evaluating U.S.

and Canadian coverage of one another,yr, example, we might project that.the U.S?

with ten times the population of Cahada andthe heavily domiftant trading partner.

4
in Canadian foieign trade, will reCeive.abbutten'dmes as much coverage by

Canada as that coun
k
ry receives by, the United States.

4: liresSures of the Marketplace

Thi4 final factor is one-which the press,in any socialist countries would

Tr usually have to worry about. While the'Western world commonly denegrates

the "freedom" of the press in comeinist blOck countries', theii- coUntriet in.turn

r).

*question the reality of freedom claimed by alAiess which must be popular withthe

24
mass'public,in order to survive. In a oemmer ially sponsored system, "news "- is

a commodity which has to be freshly packaged e Ty twentytfour hours. "NewswOlthi-

.

ness," consequently, becomes associated with "perishability" and "reader interest.,"

, .4

I
0

/. k

9

)
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Reader interest; inkturn, is defined in temps, of what wie "sell." Thus it is
* 4

. .

the editor's perception bf what the.publ*c want, and nOtiany theory of,what the ''*

t

I

8.

publi-c. needs that'determines which news gets into print and which does not'.,'
4

Expectations and Hypotheses. , i

,

. ,
.

. '
IV

, .

' Each of the four types' of news factors discussed above will affect the amount
.

, ' .

. .

and kind of foreign,toverage national news media will

.

publics. eVoking all four .types to help explain

finallypresent to their

the distribution of foreign
41.

( newsfound in this study, only the "elite nation" factors and the cultural factor

are here directly tested.

are Trade, Population, and GroSs National Product. Trade was measured in terms

of the summed imporrand export flow between_the reporting and reported country,

The three "elite nation" variables used in these tests

and expressed in terms of percentage of the total dollar value oi either Canadian

.
.

_ _..- r
_

American imports ald exports. Population and Gross-NaSonal Product are ex-
,

pressed in terms of percentage of worldpopulation and world GNP respectively.percentage

Considering the American-and Canadian press in light of these elitism ,mea-

. .
,

.

I _ .
.

sures, it was generally' pected that coverageeof "elite" nations'would.be more ,

pronounded anadian papers than Aierican, but that the elite factors would

still be significant predictors fot the American.press. Specifically to' the

question of how well Canada and the United States cover one another, the relative

'tion of the two countries with regard to variables defining elite4s's would

find proportional expression in the flow of news between the'two countriees.
, .

More precisely stated, ttlypothetical expectations of this study were as

frllows.

10
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Hypothesis 1: For both the Canadian and American press, the percent,of,

9.'

'total foreign news devoted, to specific
L
countrieior geor

graphic'ateas will overall be, positively correlated with

the three measures 9f e4tisms; level of tradi;-population,

.
.

and Gross National Product (GNP).

Aypothesis II: Far bbth Canada and the'Gnited States,"'tike-cultural and

historical ties With the United Kingdom should, combine,'

yith boundary.factors (Reuters) to increase coverage of

tha4 country over'liat'would be expected from.-values of the

AP
three elitism measure( * .

Hypothesis III: News of 'Canada in the el.g.'press, and news of the United
w_ ,

I

f States in Aie Canadian press will be directly Ooportional 1

.

to each country.s standing in the "elite .nation" measures.

Method and Procedures

A total of thirty,-:nine'newspapersfrom Canada and 'the United St tes were

selected for a Irsis. The papers were chbsen on the basis of air ulationesite

,
rather than s aample,of all newspapers in ganadg and the United States, and

are therefore to be treated asa population. the Canadian side, tei. papers
. ,

were selected,,representing all provinces with the exception of New Brunswick '

1 .

,, #
.0. .

.
.

,

4a

and an overall circulation of approximately two million. On the American,side
0

twenty-nine papers were chosen,. again primarily on the basis of circulation

0 411
but with some additions to provide better geographic representation. Total'cir-

,. t
d

culation df these papers is over thirteen million.

40

414 ,

.

11
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The sample frame for the project was the first quart& of 1975 (January:4.
-I- I . ,

.

't Mirchl!%14ax ithis period a composite week was drawn, .giving 'randomly selected,
' 4

. - :

Sgndar, Monday, Tqesday,,etc., for.thethtee molth -period. The total sample, then,
.

4.

,was to include 263 indivu'dudl newspaper issues. Of thisP263, forty-four issues

weie missed; providing a "return" of 83 percent o;1the original sample.

All news items in the newspapers-Were .coded according to dateline, subject,t,

11 soUrcecolumuoinches, and placement Wirthin the paper. News items were defined

%.0.

as everkthing'excluding the following: commercial messages, special audience sec-
, , .

, . t

titans such as
4.

a "women's Page':, the '!sports settien", and the comics: 'aliecial

weekend magazine supplementi were also excluded. Care Wts taken, however, to.
7

. ..
. .

. ,

, -

,- determine when a section moved away from pegial audience features ',(local sports
.

scores) to general news (a world ratrecord or eurAttoty on a sportsrs pe.
,

4

,
_

for example). All told, cloSe to 18-,000 stories were coded.

,

.

The analysis 't2Vorted in this paper is,hased on a summationof'dolumn inches

. u
rostt all newspapers coded .from Canada and across all newspapers coded from.the

United St&tes.* Standardization of figures was then achieved through conversion
4

/ ' - . ,,

,
. 0 t. If

_0_,Al 40 , . . .
,

/*It is worth notfng'that_stord7 counts produced different results Than. did a iount

of column incheSo With 'e story count Ate fbreign newshOle for tit: and CaniTan
prey's respectively were 15.3 percent 40k1 19.1 _percent' (33.8 pe'rcent With U:S. news

included), Compare thi,,i'with figures=ef 11,8,'14.0,'and 27,6 derived from a count'

of)nches. Story couptsherefore, appear to, inflate the measure of foreign

newshole size. , 9.
...

.

s. `a

,
. 12
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0.0 ., q

to pe rientiles. Coverage by the American press of Germany, for example, is ex-

,r.

-

#

11.

. .. , :. .

pressed in terms of the, summed inches of German news as a perCentageof ite summed
'''''<./

.
& r ,

inches of alljoreign.news across all American newspapers. .41
. -

The on jor point of ,potential bias wl?ich-clid occur. in the sap 'has to
.

' .
.

.

do with missi g weekend papers. .For:the American sample, 10 out.of'29 Sunday

paper& were coding,rwhile fgr the Canadian sample.ohly 2 outkof

2:

10 Saturday ape an eguirvaienof Sunday editions) were'missed. It

,.i

_ -is-notcaear from analysis whether increasing the number of Sunday editions on

. ,

" the. Amdriml-side Zuld,have significantly affected the percentages of foreign
....

. .

' news. It'shaula be remembered, however, that the.anaiysis. is ma4g across papirs

and-between countries, and hot between papers.. 4.

.

-,'

*

. 410

Result
,

.

., / llf
, . 'The, first obvetiationt to be made are basically desdriptive. 4t was found

1

4

that, the newshcrle for foreign news in the-Canadialpress is 27.56 percent,'while

... .
his the American predOit is 11.87 percent. At first glance tifere appears to be

, .

____.

. 4.

.4Table II about here

, , .
,

. . .

S rather, large discrepancy, bur, the true difference lies in the.amatint_gfiCanadian

.

.

.
. .

4rP.-_

fueign news Which is abobt the United Slates, 43.52 peicent of ail-news. Removing.

. ,

this rather large block, the Canajiamforeignfiewshole figure falls more in4ine
-

* . Of ,

, --.., - K 2,

with that forthe United'States-, becoming 14.04 percent. if ye similarly remove
., .

.
,

-.... .7 . ..-

the Canadian news-from Aneridan papirs, we hmie cOloparatiwe percentage figures of

t.
. '

14.04 for Canada-and 10.57 for the Uni d States iApercentagesof.t6tal news
. ?

r.

1":3
.

4
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deVoted to foreign coverage apart from Canada and the United States. This compares
. -

to aytrages of 10.38 for Canada and 13.43 for the United States found by Hartin

1963 on the basis of a much r sample of newspapers, from both countries.narrower
.. 0

It was found that the geographic distribution of foreign news by the .two presses
)

25

correlated highly (r =

Before proceedift to evaluate the data with regaid to the stated hypotheses,

. .. .

. .

several other general observations are in order. First, the discrepancy between

Canadian coverage of the United States anokAmerican coverage of Canada isklarge

indeed: 13.52 percent of total news as compared to .20 percent, and 49.06 percent

of foreign news compared to1.72 percent. In pointing' out this discrepancy, how-
.

'*ever, we are yet left with the question proposed by Ro$engren regarding extra media

standaids by which to evaluate such' differeq
26

tes. Such an evaluation is the es-
.

sence of the test of Hypothesis III.

Table III dabout here

r %., Another general observation has to do with the very limited attention paid
0,..011

J. the third large- courfry of the North Arherican cotinent,.Metico. On the basis of

A , .

an eyeball comparison,f Mexico certainly does not seem to qualify, at least as fats .

40-the press is coneernsi, as I1 important neighbor. ,This finding is contrary to
.. ..-

. .

Rosengren's observation that "compared to the proportion of population, the pro-

portion of news frpm tiose neighbor countries tend tO,be overrepresenied."
27

-,

7urning now to our hypotheses, HypOthesis I, the primary question of this

study! Was partially supported for the panadtsm press, but decidedly not supPorSe:,.

for the American press*. For Canada, the percentage of foret4 news is'moderately

t
'r

14,
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mrelated with level of trade. For the United States press",-no such correlations
0

, seem to exist. Neither population nor GNP ShOW up as predictors in either.

It,is interesting to note how dramatically the correlationmeasures fin* Canada

'Table IV about here.

change given the presence or absence of American news. Even without the American,

news block, however, the Cadadjolancorrelation of.37for trade figures is notable. ,

/

It is also interesting to observe that'the Canadian press was able to achieve so,
A

this xorrelation

16),suggesting

and the high correla4on with the Ameridail coverage pattern

that Anvican covrage o£ world events fits bett;with the

.e

, .

cOnomic realities'of Canadi n foreign relations than with American. (The corre-
f

0

fation between Amerigen(fiews percentiles and Canadian foreign trade is .18.)

The causes .of the very low U.S. correlations.are not hard to find. Three

. .

Ai
countries with which the U.S. has major trade arranients--Canada, Mexico; and '

Japan--receive minima attention in the,press,,While areas with which the U.S.

has lesser economic ties--F,rance, North Africa, and Israel--are proportionally

given a great deal of,attention. If Canadian coverage is at least partially

predictable from tip relations, what can we say about th/Agerican coverage?

Perhaps only that the editorial selection process in the United States simply

does not take stIth relational matters into account, but rather defers to the

news values of the marketplace.

A. rather important methodological note to be made at this point has to do

OP

wLth.the level of ieasurement 12.1sed'fOi dateline. To facilitate coding and

sis, theprtsent st measured for individual countries wherever possible; and

15



,

0

grouped others according to logital relationships./ The resulting breakdown is con:

.610
.

siderably more -
refined than the regional groupings used by Rosengren in his 1974

study of news flew in the Swedish press.28 When the breakdoim of this study was

.55

rt

collapsed into regio1s the news factor' correlations increaseerather dramatically.

Table V about here
k

I

45

This poses a dilemma Air the researcher. If he collhpses too far, cases, of
4,

seriqu5 over and under reporting can be disgu4ed. If more precise breakdown
,

.

is used, then,historical idiosyncracies of the-study's time framemkan be a source;

of distortion.
.'

Hypothesis II received support on both the Canadian and American sides.
,

Coverage ,of United Kingdom,A.i previously nte4..is quite above what We would
.

,-

expect from such predictors as trade relations, population or GNPr On the basis

,

of tradejelations we would pr__..gjaetiaerce..ountand 13 percentg the foreign,

.

-67

presses'' pectively to be devoted to the United
lirnews in the American and Canadian

; *
.

f

Table VI about here

.

. , ; 1 4
,),., _

/4 Kingdom. Instead we find i4.S1 :t411.;29.40 percent for the United States and Canada.
, . \

Aslpted in the hypdhaFs'is, however, -we would expect Is skewing on
. .

the basis of both.the cultural-h1;toriciilties and the availability of Reuters as

o

40.

t,

a well, developed outflow news sour e. The d ployment of correspondence,corps

ne would not expect this alone to ;

est European'countries.

. 4

woufdalso contribute to this skewidg, but

result in such a difference from the othe



Hypothesis III stated tha,t American-and Canadiah press coverage of
\

would be in line with predictions we would make from comparative trade,

and GNP figures: That is toCsay, the ratio.of Canadianecoverige to all

15.

one anothritr

population,

foreign

.news in the U.S. press would be roughly equivalentio theratio of U.S. Canadian

trad to the total.u.S. foreign trade'with the countries included in the press

coverage of ;the composite week, "and so forth: \

.Table VII about here
;?

."
The results here ire -rather uneven, ,but as with the general fac.tor correla

.

tions, Canadian toverageof the',U.S., (49.06 percent) appears commensurate with .

4

the coverage prolgtted from trade (64.37 percent)1 and GNP-(29.82

light of these projections, the 49.06 percent )figure for the U.S

. newspapers does not seem as out of line as Might' at first appear. In considering

percfnt): In

. news tn Canadian

/
'actual and projected U.S., press coverage of Canada the Trade projectiOilki's con:

siderably higher than the actual-coverage, Suggesting:StMe room fOr improvement.

The comparison with Population and'GNP, however, are not far.off.

.- r I
. ,

..

Discussion and Conclusions .. .
0.

,.

,
.
low

The findings abdut international news f/
,

ow in the Canadian and AtericM..Pre'
, 1

. . . ,1

provide answers to both empirical and theoritical queStions. In the matter of

, J'
,

^

.4
. .

U.S.-tinadian news ekchan )ge, the data show-thatthe differeaTAX int!rnationUl

, news flow between the

Canada in contrast to.

countries is neither Surprising norincomphhensible.,/,

United States is not an "elite" nation'eithpr in terms/
op- ,

.

of world trade,or power. It therefore does not ierViceptionair'global attempt.



e.

,
16.

.,

-4
.

AV *.
,

: Nor does the country own one of the wholesale produce's of worlcI news. Its,,neWs-
1110 .c

. , ,-k 4
.

papers must consequently purchase most of their world. coverage. rom.outside-sources.

As we have seen, the CP produces and return? only'about one-seventh. /p4 daily num-.

, .

berOf ilIernational news wotds flowing into its%Toronto office from AIP New York.44.--

. !
,r

,--
I

. ( .

Theie generally concern Canadian akfiirs for the pool of global inforRation.
,

.

.To
,

,

the suggestion that too much attention is paid to the !United States, in -"N.

.1.

0

*CanadjlePapers, the study responds by'suggegting:that this
i$ perhaps not the: case.

4 If one standardizes a country's news'attAtion with respett to trade,.it-appears,
.

. -

.4.------Thirteven with an ,average of 49.06 percentof the foreign mewshole, America is

underrepresented in the pages of most Cahadian newspapers, ,
(An even g reater

d' underrepresentaion occursAin the French ftess of Que4c where Scanlon found only .

, .

6 -

1'5.1 percent of all,stories dealing with the United States.
29

)

The study s findingt with regard to news' flow theory are'more controversial..

Contrary to discoveries by Rosengren and Rikard$son in Sweden, the findings with
,

respet to Hypothesis-Ijmticate that though trade is in general a stronger'pre-

/-
'dictor than population of the amount of coverage a nation or world region will

receive,ieven this,predictor,does not work particularly well for all nations.

The correlations between trade and foreign news coverage in Canadian papers

(.37.and*.92), as against correlations of only ,.03 and -.01 for' population-agrees

1 ,

in direCtiam with a similar findjm by Rpsengren.
30

He too found imports more
'

.
.

\ strongly correlated (.77)Jwith Swedish cdve'rage the world regions than mil= $

lation
.

(.48)* Yet, this predictor unfortunate/y
I

is nb(t very accurate. 'The data .

A .

1

,

.

nastrepincies in magAitude of correlation are affected by level of measurement,

and are therefore difficult to analyze. It Should also be noted tlai Rosengren',

Wed" while the present study uses r.
,

1 'N

1

,%



. .

,

suggest that white,it might predict the coverage,of the non-elite Canadian press,

does not work'for the elite,dnitedStaies. Here Trade and Population andlIGNF
. - .

are negative and'shottino correlation whatsoever'. '-The prediction. power of,Rosen-' .

-,

l "It
4, .

.

.

i. gret's elt natio ac ors, hen, i s: f ar from clear,
,

-Further studies are needed
...

.
P

7' I

17 ..7 7

..

which employ' both. refilypd geographic categories and)longitudinal data.
l'

.
)1,

. $
. - ,. ,

Another theoretical implication also requires further investigati. oQ. This
..

..1 4 4 , . .
:

I

. ' ,"emlf4es'from,reSults derived from Hypothesis' II, which predicts that cultural
s

' y,
. i ..--

-

. -

. .. N 4, . .4
.

.

.1afginfileNil r* itifeci *ternational news' how. Hester suggestg :that inforMatioinformation"
,.:,,. ,. . , . . .

. . - . '
. ,: .

1.

.. 31
,

betWeen-riatronirotege co tries Sharing cultural. traits will be gileater. hough.
t

. . , . -- .. 4 ' i ,. . .
6 4,

R 'no adequate ,opexatiohhlizat pas of this concept-exist as yet,, our stud, suggests

-.'°4sD,me ispeots of, th
,.. \ ,

'.. s

Aary-c
' ''

In the case
2
o f br' eat

.
'Britain, Canada'andlthe nitedState4,,

AWe-aCiers ie6 to-ii0vst relevarit:' the dispositi:on'of the co tries' foreign
, .. ,,-_. , :. .,,,, ,...

correspondent cbrpS anOheeavailabi ity of international news rofia the English
4 v

.; I .
4 1

4 - 41 4

''. :Ijobal agOtcyl, . :

kr,,,. , ; , , .1--- - Q '.

7 ' al ,./- ,
Ia'-

#N. , . Both Cahadd and ehe Uplted States .station a very lane proportion .,of their1,4,.*., i

I
t I'

4 A it
t . o°ii ' I

;cOrre4p6'I., 0 ffoftighndents:'in England. 'A third (3.3 %) .of all Canadian and neart a
..7

. -'., -'
. .

,.....46k
,

, -

.. .
luartet;23W0T.all An*ricani work in London. This represents a large investment

# -- , s -' ' . . -,' .""
, - -. ..

, , in manpower when.qne.considers that Paris, the second most important:City,attracts
. 4

.... . I.. N.s
6

'-'. ..thpercent and"l4 percent respectively and all Latin America together has only 0

*"
. percent and,12 percent of the totalGavadiarand Unrivea States reporting force.

.. '

tron-proiege reiatioriship 'may be accountable by bowl-
,

.

.-

. More Uifficultto,atsess is the ivapt of alternative globaPsoUrces An
1 II. ,,. 1 , °

. . early UNESCO study of news agencies mentions the "nationalistic" bias of the five'.
4 .

, .

4,-1, f

4
.

globals' both ,in terms of interpretation as well as in the numb:3 of items de voted*
. .

to neCs alidut their-respectiyellome Countries. This means, that,the European
32 **`.

I

L
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18 .
4

4 1 I , 5
* 4 4

wire
.

of
.

AP carries more. stories about the United about' other dountries,

,. , .
A r,

, . 4

just-as Reuters covers Britain in greater detail thanthe rest 6f the world. .The
. .4 . ,. , ,'. .

easy a;failability.of Reuters via the Canadiin Press and.Associated,Presi wires
:

.
./ . ..

;,': .
. .

,contributes;to the heavy, coverage of Greai t Britain ir0he Canadian and 'American
_

.. .

pres's'. -: It '

: 1 .rd

'
. Yet,ntitier the correlations between the di ribution'of the foreign corre-

..-

spondent.net and, covetagevnor those between available country inpht and actual
,..

.
: -- ./

editorial/election have been systematically developed,' Certainly the relation- '
. .

ships are not linear as andRosengien and Rikardsson illuminate when they note that
,

Sweden's national and regional newspapers utilize differential as'well as a wide
, .

variety of international news sources,
33

A final_factor,affecting international4news flow which needs additional
r I

definition and scrutiny.contrnS what we have loo§ely called i'pressures 'of the

market-place" or a North American editor's conception of "newsworthine/S5

fact that Hypothesis II wasfnot born out and that coyerage'of
world

regions in.

the United States press followed no,predistable.pattern',..suggeSts.that.',!elite"

nations may view the woitd from a different perspective than'non-elite nations.'
A 8.

In spite of this,, the results, of Table III indicate that the proportior* gOadian
N.

and'Uniied States news 'attentiontas measured by the.percen(t .of foreign news.devoiwd

to different, countries andregions, does show strong ge grohi61 similarities.-'

(-

In addition to Great Britain which is first iv attentio , the twocountries'

newspapers devoked 26 percent and 33 percent respectively of. their coverage to
.

. ,f'

three regions: Australia and New Zealand, Southern-Europe (Spain, Po;tugal, Ithly
, .

_ (
and Greece) and; Israel.

t
..
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°.
.

This ctiion ordering of geographical priorities is derived not only from

actual happenijgs like the change of regime and electionSin Spain and Portugal

during the spring of 1976 mia the Lebanon crisis involving Israel, but fromtthe
. c'

fact:that 'both systems are'privately owned and therefore must produce news of

interest to a variety of audiences and advertisers. Other press systims, an

earlier study by Robinson shows, neihofily devekop different geographic priorities

but balance h4man interest stories against economic and political-accounts helpful

( 34
A

in prediCting the future.
,

Much still remains
.
to he done to derive a moredetailed definition of

.

"newsworthiness" as it pertains to the bus iness financed press of North America.
_ ,

bStgaard suggests that in'such a.system "newsworthiness" based ow reader interest

;1

is generated through -" simplification" -and "identification." "Simplification"

..-
lavors'the:selection of events from laminar parts of the world and makes des0

..Criptio6 less complex: leader !'identification" is achieved through "personifi-,

cation" and "sensationalizing" the news.

Partial evidenip for these tendencies in UiS. international reporting come

from a comparative study of headlines'in theNew York Times, and the Hungarian

party daily Nepszabadsag. Greater Ame;ican "personification" of a United Nations

debate was evident in the'large number of names used in the United States, but

not in the Hungarian headlines (36 versus 3).' "Sensationalism" in reporti

fested itself in a'stress on conlfict loather than agreement in the disarmament

debate headlines. Gerbner notes that the Times tended to highlight procedural

moves, gains and threats rather than the substantive issues. He concludes "this

perspective serves needs for producing and selling news and other copmedities on
.

O

2,1



behalf of clients with conflicting views but akommon stake in the gime."
35

,A

"gage ;" approach with its clash,, color and scoring is.a preferred Method for

generating public attention in N6rth American society.

".J
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AP
Table 1

Canadian and American Newspapers Selected for Analysis

Ameriyii

New York Times.
New York News
Los Angeles Times8

Chicago Tribune
Detroit News
New York Post
Philadelphia Bulletin
Washington Post
San'Prancisco Chibnicle
Miami Herald'

Billings Gazette
Boston Heral#-Americana
Milwaukee Joi4rnal

Kansas City Star
St.Louis Post - Dispatch

Houston ChrOnicle
Buffalo News
.Dallas Times-Herald 4.

Minneapolis Star
Atlanta ContIitution
Dehver Post .

Des Moines Register

Seattle Post-Intelligencer
Indianapolis Star
Louisville Courier-Journal
Columbus Dispatch
New Orleans Times":1101cayune

Oklahoma City Oklahoman
Salt Lake City Tribune

L

a

A 2 r th'

Canadian

- Vancouver Sun

ary HerAd.
ton Journal

na Leader-Post
Winnipeg Free Press
Ottawa Citizen
Toonto Globe and Mail
Toronto Star

Montreal Star
Halifax Mail -Star%

4

aw"

6

'ic
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Table II,

. Domestic. and Foreign

News in CanadiAn and U.S..Press
, .

6

Canadian Press 'AL S. Press

s

Total Column' Inches 4i2,S63*

Total Foreign Inches 22,752

1,
Coverage of Other-Country 11,162

Agpsted"Foreign Newshole 14..0496

. 243493**

.28,917

, 497

10,57%

* Aci-oss 49 newspaper issues
** Across 170 newspaper 4,$sue5

u.q. news removed trOm.Canadian press and Canadian news. removed from U.S. preys

AO

t

IMP

26
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Table III

Ammmed Column Inches and Percentage Figures for,Foreign News in the Canadian and U.S. Press
. .

,

Canada

Inches. Percent of

Foreign News
-Minus U.S.

United States

Inches j* Percent of

Foreign Ne

omestic., ib -. 59,811
Canada ip ., _

United States 11,162

Meiico -

Carribean 0.
Central &. South America

Europe
Great Britain
Francb 565

Germany
geandipavia

,I0

214,676
497

200'

178

228

r70

3,408

1.73
1.54
1390

4
_'t1.47

29.*6

' 144

64

1,

376

- 4,195

'''

286

18

'

: 4,87
2.47
x16

1,462446

122

176 1.32 320

1;096 9.46 2,532

II/ 70 .60. '269

394 3.40 1,088

-' 467, 4.02 1,332

420' 3.62 694

15gL 1.36'>^'- 275/.

237 , 2.04 .432:

626
.. 527g

2,087

242 1,003

335 2,89 '. 1,200

66 1,1,57, 232

p8 OU57 400

2221- 1.91 f- --721.

102 , .88 -% 409

1,315 '11.35
4 44410

219 \ 2.06 4. 369

'.22 .19. 329

% 5.3 .46 6(1

. . .

22,752 100.00 ( 28,517

'4 g2:563 . .243,593

,

Holland, aelgium, SwitAirland
Spain, Portugal, Italy, Greece
East Europe -

Russia
North Africa -

Central Africa )
..

South Afpica .

Middle EaA .

IsTael ,,

Arab*bil Countries
'

Arab (other)
&sift .

India & Pakilstan -.,

China ,'
... 4..

JapanH .

S.E. Asia
'

Alustraiii &New-Zealand .

Pacific Islands

Worfe(general) ,

?'otal Foreign

Total News-),

,

e

40

.,
*

'-
f.

//

/

'

#
. '

1.72

50

2.22

5.63
1.30

14.51

4.92

2.23

1.11

8.76 ;

3.76
.4.61
11040

.95

A..49

, 4722
3.47
-4.15'

.80-

1.38

2.49
1.41

16.98

1.28

1.14

2.22

100.00
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. Table IV

Correlations of Foreign Coverage

With "Elite Nation" Factors*

t

leso

V, if

Trade G.N.P. -

II

Cariadian Presg,

Without.U.S: News .3706 t-.0578 .0262

S

Canadian- Pres

.With .9598 .0162, .8406

U.S* Press 447 -.0133' -.0431

Fbr baika, of correlation, see list in'Tahle III

1

1

4

r_

p
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Correlations of Foreign Coverage

"With "ElitesNation" Factors, Across Geographic Regions

_11

Trade P6Pulation

f

,

Canadian Press
Without U.S,,News-

ar
q.s. Press

I
.9190'

.4815

-.0071

.3707

11;

I

..9525

.8160

,111.-

.
29
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Table VI
, ', . 1

Comparison of Canadian and U.S. Coverage of
,.,ts

the United Kingdom with CoVerage'Projected from "Elite Nation" Measures

. ,
,

a

Canadian
Coverage'of U.K. 29.40%

C-
NIIIMMN=I

Actual Coverage 4

in Percent of Trade Population G.N.P.

Foreign News - . Projection Projection Projection

U.S. Coverage
of.U.K. t'

13.06%

14.51%, 4..53% 1.71% .5.71$

I

1

k

I
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Table VII

t

Comparison of Actual Canada-U.S. Mutual Coverage Wj

0

,

Coverage Projected from "Elite Nation" Factors

A

i

Actual Coverage
. in Pprcent of
-Foreign News

:

Trade
Projection.

Pepulation
_Projection Projection

Canadian Covertge
of U.S. ". .49.06%

U.S. Coverage
of-Canada 1.72%

64.37% S.59/

A

21.16% 59%

29.8/%

1.

C

1.
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