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This paper tells hov a school of journalism linked -
two types of courses for master's degree candidates: a practical N

. course in public affairs reporting, in which students worked in
Washington developing news stories for hinterland dailies, and an
academic seminar in media/government relations that required the

" writing of research papers. In- order to link the two courses, a
seminar researech topic--reporters from Washington for hinterland :

- dailies--was chosen for its relevance to the students' daily X
reporting experiences and its importance in media/government : R
relations. Eight separate individual research projects relating to

. the topic vere organized; the paper describes six of them. It then
draws preliminary conclusions about the hinterland press corps that
emerged from the students' research, motes that the prcgram generated
unusual degrees of enthusiasm and insight in the studeints, and
suggests ways that practical and academic courses light he linked in
nore traditional journalisa prograas. (GW)
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Journalism edueetors commonly make a ﬂistinction‘betﬂeen skill
coureee. the how-to—do-it curricg}up, and ac&demic coursee, those
.flthat convey or develop a -specifilc body of knowledge or place Jour- g

-mnaliem~1nhe~eoeialuoontext, Useful as’ ‘the diet}notion 19. the very
pervasiveneee of lt.1n.journalism.eduea§10n may blind us to opportu=-
nities to relate the two,types of courses in waya'mere effeetive
" for etudente, the craft-profession dr»Jeurnaleem end eoeiety at - i
large. . - . ° ’ ' |

The primary purpose of this preeentatfon is te report.qn oﬂe'
atteept te_blend'a public affairs reporting course and -a bourse
on medlia-governaent reiatione.. Also, an attempt will be.made to

consider whether the experiment might be tried 1n other courses,

eepeoially thods

e

which students are required to produce research
results or evaluate the\media. )
The public affal porting course diecussed here 1s an

elght hour advencea skldls course taken bny. A. candidates enreugh
the Washington Reporting Program of'the University of Hiseouri |
School: of Journaliem. Sgeriee publiehed in the course are defended,
as a body of work, in Ilieu of the traditional thesie% Under euper-
vision of a program director who 18 a- permansnt faculty meaber,
graduate reporters develop features, occasibnal.spot news and

speclal serles and send them to dailies which would otherwlse be
- . . 2

without such correepondenee.
The media-government reletions course is a three hour seminar
1n which each student 1s expected to- produce a research paper, Each
semester 1nfornation,on the history, organization and operation of
the Washlngton press’corps'and the dynamics of press/official re-
lationships are présented; In eddition, tﬁe seminar has a speciei

research, focus that can shift from one semester to the next, ijical

\ 3.
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ioplcs ﬂaée inéluded analysis ot speciélized beats, fr'eedom of 1n-.
fbrmation laws and their adminiatration. privacy, rederal resula—

) \ -

tion of broadcaatins and media organlizations,
. In. short, the publio arfairs reportingLatrasses the "doing

and the seminar the reflecting aspects of graduate eduoation
wlth a professional emphasis. ‘ ;

In choosing the research tppio for the aeminar for the 1976-77
academlc year, a conscious effort.waa made to pick & subject that
. would féed into the day=-to-day reporting axper@ence of the studehts
yet at the same time represent an important aapect of media-govern—
ment relations., The cubice was a natural, one, in ract, that should
and coq;d ﬁave been explored earlier: correspondents trom Washington
for hin%erland dailies. Alﬁhoush discussed in a few scholarly wérkz,
these print reporters---the largest ainsle bddy of newspaper corres;
pondents in Washington---seldom gained th; attep)&on of the qurQ
na;}sﬁ reviews or the the slick magazines or scholarly journals,
These were Jjournallists who worked, usually quietly‘ana anonymously,
in the shadow of the Washington and New York dailies, whose éditlons_‘
circulated amgng the_degision makers in the nation's capital,

' Theée largely unnoted and unremarked réaortefs were, in fact,
in somewhat the same position as MissouYri's sraduate-repoifers;
Although they ware oldér,\moréjégflenced, working usually for
lgfger dailles than'thé graduate reporters énd producing in et
greater volume, they nonetheless were writing for the hinterlands, .
As such, tnéj faced similar professional problems---finding and ma-
‘naging sources, navigating through uhbnding corridors of bureaucracy,
translating federal jargon for Maln Street, placing in cdntext
the work of local lawmakers, overcoming the pommunications gap

4

with distant editors dnd preserving news values whlle not duplicg-

! ' 4
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ting. the prodgq} of.the wires, ‘ _
The etudente uniformly reported at ;heiend of their semeater
tp&i in the reeearch problem-on hinterland‘oorreepondente there \ -
mﬁ”“ff*“*“waefawconcreéenesewandwpertinence~th§§»found;tb'be1aokins‘1n».uu RN
reaearch errorte of previous Washington semesters and in their
own academic reeearch papers on campus., Presentations by each
, '/ ‘student at the’end of the semester indicated that they saw $heir
' own work as reporters in a rjcher, :bigg'ei' context and that, some
had ‘developed a taste for anelyiing media-government relations,
‘To keep the students' reeeapch ffom-becomins merely a series
\\\ of intereetins.conversations'with profeseionale; the research -
A required a structure. Thus the'program director crganized eight_
separate indivieual'reeearch preJects each of which focused on
a different aspect of hinterland correspondence. Each of these
+  gought to describe the operation of.a segment o the hinterland
press corps and t0 ask how well the publlc was being served by
.the existing deployment of manpower,
Below afe descriptions of some of the key individual projects,
«"Regional Reporting from ‘the Washington Bureaus of the Asso-
g\ ciated Prees and United Preee International," by Tricila White,
Dec. 2, 1976. Describee operation of regional coverage, the back—
’““ﬁji;lkﬁasrounds of regional reporters and reports on a emall sample of
i egiﬁbrs' reactions to the scope and quality of coverage.
"Capitol H111l News Service," by Andrew M, Smith, Dec. 3,
1976 Traces, the origlna of this unique news service, belleved
to be one of the few founded in the wake of a specific analysis
of the adequacy}ofvexisting regional coverage. Financed in pert
by Ralph Nader, CHNS has not yeid become a self-dustalning opera-

tion. ) iz -
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-"A Study of One Person Rasional Bureaus in Wéehlnsﬁon;“ b;
Louise Tutelian; Dec. 3,.1976. - w1th salaries ranging from §350

to 83,000 per month, theee '8010 . aentries have varied dutiee, prob-

1ema and workins atyles. ‘Some would not be able to suyvive were it
: 4

not for free services provided by consrpss and .the federal agenoles,

. , ~ .
. ="Organizing Group Washington Bureaus: A Look at the Biggies,",

by Mark Nelson, Dec. 2, 1976. Patterns of organizations of the

o groﬁﬁa' Washington buféaus}varj.:‘npst’drganize by geography, by
'1natitution. ﬁy beat or subject mattér; or aome’combihatidn of the
three. Several problems st;nd out.: bureau manpower growih often
falls behlnd grovth in the number of newapapers within & groups;.

as groups grow, & .smaller proportion of oorreapondents will have
worked in the communities for which they aré reporting; federal
agencles are usually under reported. |

-"The Death of a Bureau: The Case of Landmark," by John A,
Byrne, Decmember 1976. Traces, through 1nterviews and content
analysis, the réasons for the closing of the Washington bureau,
which served newspapera-in Norfolk and Roanoke, Va, and Greens-
boro, N. C, Conflicting perceptions of the bureau's role and.
performance, an uneas;ness by editors with the bureau's auﬁonomy,
and unhappiness with the cost of the buréau, especailly in the
wake of a .$2 million court settlement against Landmark. (The
case was unrelated to the bureau's work.).

-Toward a Relevant Correspondence for the Hinterland: A Case
Study of Roanoke," by Liz leNulty, Dec. 3, 1976. Examines the
occupational ﬁfd economlc structure of Roanoke and what they imply
for éorrespondence from Washington, then cdmpareé those findings
with what actually was reported during a month's time in the

Roanoke Times and World-News. n
o
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B . Throushootftho aemaoter, 1nd1viooo1{reportera'and edltors
. Afrom hinterland washinston ‘bureaus appeared at weekly 8941nars a
.. to diaousa the organization, coverage and problems of their ' .j‘.
’ )/ | bureans. add;tion, each reporter, drawing on his wn repor-
ting'éxperionoea, contributed tolgroup discussions of hinter-

?

land covsrage.
' To have comprehonsively researched the hinterland press oorps )
would have required far more time and resources than were available
to the eisht print reporters working without research funds and
. . : devoting a fourth of their time to such a project over a three
| ‘month period, But several important preliminary conclusions did
emerge, & few of which can be highlighted here. 3 |
1) If one assume‘the desirability of special local coverage
, Tor each of tha-natiopfa 1700 or so daily newsoapers,'thors'is a
serious problem ‘of under coverage. Only one 1in foor newspapers
are Pepresented in Washington bj staff or deslgnated sﬁringero.

}52) A number of weaith& groups with the resources to do so .
have not yet established their own Washingoon bureaus, Most ’
notable of these are Horte-ﬁanke, Lee Enterprises and (until 1t
recently Joilned Gannett) Speidel Newspapers. ;

:' 3) The wire services have downgraded their regional coverage,
with oossibly serious lmpact on the adequacy of special local
coverage for the 1200 or so dallies without thelr own corres-
pondents in Waehinspon. |

4) The position of hin@irland gorrespondent in Washington
is definitely on the lower end of the spectrum by which the ;
profession measures prestige in the natfon's capital, Mors could

be done to recognize and reward outstanding localized and regional-

1z9d correspondence, - "
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5) The problems of hinterland correspondents—--from poor
communloatlon wlth local edltors to undsrstafrlng-and lack of
~attention to federal agencies--&have largely escaped the

workins agendas of Journalism soholars and even a large number °

’ \

or editors,

For our purfoses heye, the question is whether the "“synergy"
encountered in the sbogé outlined project---thstkis, the eitrs |
'1nslght and entnuslssm?brought to the research by students
having worked as hlntarland oorrespondents---hae‘any 1mpliostlone
for journalism educdtlon in other, more traditional settings.

Ioglstlcally, th hinterland project was made easier by
having 1dentical en?rollments and an identical tezcher in the
skills as well as tﬁe subject matter course, This might be
dlffloult~bu§ not lmposslble to arrsnge in a campus situatlon.

What might some of inese ":saynere;ist’.ic‘i projsots be in
non-Washington settings? _ | )

Example lg;xAn advanced public affairs reporting course
emphasizlngjsﬁsts government coverage oould.be co-ordinated with

a research seminar on the state house press corps, an institution

. in need of -both study and professlonal development.

Exahple 2:- A specialized reporting course on covering the
courts could be co-ordinmated with a comaunications law course
with term papers, say, on how well local news professlonals know

. . -« -

the substance of 1ibel law.—

Example 33 Newspapsr internshlps, for wnich students often
are glven skills conrse credit,'could be dovetalled with the re-
‘search assignments of seminars in such courses a&s newspaper manage-
‘ ment, mass media and society, history of Journalism and comnunica-

tions law,


http:could.be

a- .
. Example 43 Baaib reporting gnd.feature writing coursea'which‘
'requiré stddente to ‘do leg work{in local'cbmmunitiea could be
orsanized to rit 1nto a course on public opinion and polling,
 w1tb surveya conducted on readbrship knowladgeability of local
1asuas. , |
Example 5: Business':ournalism sk1ll courses could be planned
to mash with a research seminar or media analysis course critioally
evaluatins how dailies in a state cover its bualness oonnunity.
If'atudenta can be encouraged to attempt to freolanco and
publish their findings on their own or if they are told they will
be given recognltion for thelr péft in a larger published project,
or both, the.incentives are much greater than 1if they,afa merely
writing for the professorss: |
There are obvious limits to Journallism schools adopting
parallel skills énd academic courses, For practical scheduling
reasons, these co-érdinatg%jcoureee.with identical enrollments
would be avallable in only.se}ecfed areas of the curriculum. For
philosophical reasons, too, educators might object to accepting
an 1mplied obligation to make aoademic courses dovetall with
"hands on" sk1ll instructiom, For reasons of taste and ability,
~scme teachers will not be attracted to parallel courses, iore-
over, in some instances, the kind of experience sought 1n arran-
gipg’parallel courses mightlbe.possible within.a single course,
However, 1f the increased enthuslasm and commitmént evident
in the hinterland correSpondenéb project are typical 46r even sigi-
lar to what één be attsingd 'in otpgr settings through parallel

skllls/acadeaic courses, the effort required in trying the experi-

¥ | 9
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‘ment in on-campus settings may be more than repald with in-

teresting and practical ressarch findings, better educated

students and more stimulated faculty. -

2.

3
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PpP. 165-180, ' ‘ _

ﬁor\a detatled explénation of the Washington Reporting Progran,
see ”Suzerviaed Stringing," in Journalism Educator, July 1975,
3 . ' . . : : ' :

-

The program ‘also providés opportunities for students in radio-
TV news, magazines and photography. - . ~

>t ’

kY
o

For an ‘excellent summary, see Blanchard, Robert O., cbnggaas and .
the News Media, (New York: Hastings House, 1974), especially,

1

The scope of thls subsidy 1s outlined in a speech by Rep.
David R. Obey, D-Wis., in the Extension of Remarks section of
the Congressional Record, June 6, 1977. :

\
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