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The Bureau of Labor Statistics
has long provided information
about working women in as timely
and useful a manner as possible. In
1975, American women joined
others from all over the world to
celebrate International Women's
Year and to proclaim the succeed-
ing years as the Decade for Women.
Since then, the need for continuing
data has been greatly increased as
American women have continued to
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enter and reenter the labor market in
record numbers. Clearly, women are
a permanent and important part of
the labor force. Their status was
featured in the 1975 BLS chart-
book, U.S. Working Women. Their
phenomenal growth in the work
force is illustrated in the tables and
text of this year's databc )k Future ,

developments will be examined each
year as part of the Bureau's labor
force analysis program.
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This databook presents a wide
array of information on the char-
.actcristics of working women in the
United States and changing trends
over the past quarter of a century.
The primary source of the data is the
Current Population Survey, which
is conducted ntonthly for the Bureau
of Labor Statistics by the Bureau of
the Census. Most of this informa-
tion is published by the Bureau of
Labor Statistics in a series of Special
Labor Force Reports and in the
monthly periodicals Employment
and Earnings and Monthly Labor
Review.

Part I provides information on
the labor force participation,
employment, and unemployment of
women between 1950 and 1976. It
also presents data on the strength of
women's attachment to the labor
force as indicated by the number of
weeks spent working or looking for
work during the year. Part II focuses
on working women's marital and
family status, and Part III reviews
changes in women's education,
income, and earnings. Part IV
analyzes data by race and Spanish
origin. (Collection of data by
Spanish origin was begun in 1973.)
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Part V contains additional infor-
mation on the job tenure of working
women and moonlighting, and Part
VI ,concludes with a glimpse of
future worklife expectancy and
labor force participation rates. All
data, unless otherwise indicated,
refer to the civilian noninstitutional
population 16 years of age and over.
Because of rounding, sums of
individual items in the tables may
not equal totals.

This databook was prepared in
the Division of Labor Force Studies,
Office of Current Employment
Analysis. It was assembled by
Allyson Sherman Grossman and
Beverly Johnson under the direc-
tion of Elizabeth Waldman. Annice
Tyler, Annie Wilder, Mildred
Behlin, and Fran Waters provided
valuable assistance. The Division of
Graphic Services of the U.S.
Department of Labor prepared the
layout and design.

iiMaterial in this publication is n
the public domain and may be
reproduced without permission of
the Federal Government. Please
credit the Bureau of Labor Statistics
and cite the name and number of the
publication.
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Part I. By mid-1977, 40 million Vv omen
were in the labor force!' about 41
percent of the country's emir labor

Labor Force, Empl oyment, force and 49 percent of all women 16
years of age and over.,

Following are a few highlights of
the data shown in Part I:

and Unemployment

10

Middle-aged women were
largely responsible for the increase
in labor force participation between
1950 and 1965. Since 1965, the
largest gains have shifted to women
under age 35. In fact, a phenomenal
increase has been occurring among
women 25 to 34 years of age. Their
-labor force participation rate
advanced by 12 percentage points to
57 percent between 1970 and 1976,
and reached 59 percent early in 1977.
This is a remarkable increase
because the majority of women in
this age group (64 percent) are
married, live with their husbands,
and have children 'at lime, factors
which traditionally have tended to
keep women out of the labor force.
Another 10 percent are women who

are diY orced or separated from their
husbands and who also have
dependent children at home.

women are more likely than men to
be entering or reentering the labor
force and are less likely to have lost
their last job.

Significant increases have oc-
curred in the proportion of women Women constitute about three-
employed in professional-technical, fourths of the population outside of
service, and clerica' jobs. Cor- the labor force. Most of these
responding declines have occurred women-do not warit jobs, but their
in operative and faun occupations reasom are markedly different from
The jobs held by most women are .those Of men who are not looking for
generally in the same fields in which jobs. The majority of women give
w omen were employed 10 and 25 keeping house as their reason while
ars ago, but women have made most men give retirement, school

substantial inroads in a few specific attendance, or illness or disability as
occupations/For example, in 1950, their main reason.
15 percenvof all accountants were
women: in 1976, 27 percent were In 1975, 42.9 million women had
women. Among lawyers and judges. worked at some time during the
qr.: proportion of women rose from year. They constituted over half (53
4 to 9 percent: among doctors, from percent) of all women 16 years of age
7 to 13 percent: and among bank and oYer, a proportion that varied a
officials and financial managers, great deal by age, marital status, and
from 12 to 25. percent. presence and age of children.

Among these working women, 17.8
Women have become a larger million had worked 50 weeks or

proportion of the unemployed over more at full-time jobs.
the past few decades. Unemployed
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Table 1 Table3
Women in the labor force, annual averages, Lab Or (orce participation rates of women and men, annual

__selected years, 1950-76 averages, 1950-76

(Numbers in thousands)

1950
1955
1960
1965
1970
1975

.-1e79

Year
Total, both sexes

62.208
65,023
69,628
74,455
82,715
92,613
94,773

Labor force

Women

Percent of totalNumber

18,389
20,584
23.240
26,200
31,520
36,998
38,414

,29.6
31 6
33 4
35.2
38.1
39.9
40.5

Table 2
Labor force participation of women by age, annual
averages, selected.years, 1950-76

4,

Percent of population in labor frce

1950 1960 1970 1'976

Total. 16 years and over 33 9 37 7 43 3 47 3

16 and 17 . . . 30 1 29 1 34 9 40 7

18 and 19 . 51 3 50 9 53 6, 59 0

20 to 24 .... 46 0 46 1 57 7 65 0

25 to 34 34 0 36 0 45 0 571

35 to 44 . 39-1 43 4 51 1 57 8

45 to 54 . 379 498 544 550
55 to 64 . . 270 372 430 41 1

65 and over 90 108 91 8 2

1950
1951

1952
1953
1954

1965
1966
1967
1968
1969

1970
1971

1972
1973
1974

1975
1976

1960 ...
1961 ....
1962
1963
1964

Year

. . . . . . . ......... .

1955
1956 ...
1957
1958
1959

Percent of population in labor force

Women

33 9
34 6
34 7
34 4
34 6

35 7
36 9
36 9
37 1
37 1

37 7
38 1
37 9
38,3
38 7

39 3
40 3
41 1

416
42 7

43 3
43 3
43 9
44 7
45 6

46 3
it 7 3 .

Met,

86 4
86 5
86 3
86 0
85 5

85 3
85 5
84,8
84 2
83 7

83 3
82 9
82 0
81 4
81,0

80 7
80 4
80 4
80 ,1

%98

79 7
79 1

79 0
78 8
/8

;; 9
;7 5
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Table 4
Labor force participation rates' of women 20 yea s and over by year of birth and age,
annual averages, selected years, 1955-76

Year of birth
1955

'1951-55

1946.50

1941-45 . . . ..... .

1936-40

1931.35

1926-30

1921 25

1916.20

1911-15 . . .

1906-10 . . . ......
1901-05

1896.1K1 .

Before 1895

Age Rate

20-24 46.0

2E-29

3U-34 34 7

35.30 39.2

40-o4 44.1

45.49 45.9

50-54 41.5

35.6

60.64 29.0

65.69 . 17.8

70 and 6,4

over

'Percent of poptil,olon n Libor force

6 18

Age

20-24

25.29

30.34'

35-3

40

1,-49

/50- 54

55-59

60 C4

65-69

70 and

over

196 1965 1970 1975 1976

Rate Age Rate Age Rate Age Rate Age Rate

20 24 64 1 20.24, 65.0

20-24 57.8 25.29 57.0 25.29 59.2

20.24 50.0 25-29 45.2 30.34 51.7 30-34 54.6

46.2 25-29 38.9 30-34 44.7 35-39 54 9 35.39 57.2

35.7 30.34 38.2 35.39 49.2 40.44 56 8 40.44 58.5

36.3 35.39 43.6 40.44 52 9 15.49 55.9 45-49 57.0

40.8 40.44 48.5 45-49 55.0 50.54 53.3 50.54 53.1

46.8 45 49 51.7 50-54 53.8 55.59 47.9 55 59 ,48.1

50.7 50.54 50. ; 55.59 49.0 60.64 33 3 60-64 33.1

\48.8 55-59 47.1 60.64 kr,1 6569 14.5 65-69 14.9

42.2 60.64 34.0 65.69 17.3 70 and 4.8 70 and` 4.6
Duel over

31.4 65-69 17.4 70 and 5.7

over
17.6 70 and 61

over

6.8

1,9



Table 5
Women employees on nonagricultural payrolls, selected industries, January 1964 and
January 1976

Industry

Number of women
(thousands)

Women as percent of /'
total en ployed

1964 1976 1964 1976

Total, nonagricultural industries . ........ 19,096 30,711 34 40

Private 15,421 24,025 33 38

Mining 34 236 6 7

Construct.on ...... 143 224 6 7

Manufacturing 4,385 5,383 26 29

Durable goods 1,717 2,327 18 22

Nondurable goods 2,668 3,056 37 39

Transportation and public utilities 706 981 18 22

Co'nmunications . . 410 523 50 45

'Wholesale and retail trade 4,404 7,182 37 42

Wholesale trade . . .
686 1,018 22 24

Retail trade .... 3,718 6,164 43 47
. .

Finance, insurance, and real estate 1,445 2,320 '50 55

Services 4,304 7,868 61 56

Personal . . .
553 519 60 63

Mikellaneous business SQr 333 746 34 37

Medical and °the, health 1,474 3,453 78 80

Educational 398 640 44 51

Government ...... 6,686 39 45
. .

Federal 520 801 27 29

State 692 1,417 38 44

Sate education . .
245 594 40 44

Other State government ... .... . 448 823 37 45

Local ...... 2,463 4,468 46 50

Local cc cation . .. 1 831 3,133 63 62

Other focal q :ernMent 633 1,335 26 34

NOTE l3 cause some Indu5tric,, aro not ttscludeci n 1hr, Lihlr, ,u1)g, (It) not .11.Ablr. add to tot). to+ mdlor inclusZty

20
S ;



Table 6
Employed and unemployed women, annual averages, 1950-76 Occupational distribution of employed women, annual

averages, selected years, 1950-76
(Numbers in thousands)

1950
1951

1952
1953
1954

1955
1956,
1957
1958
1959

1960
1961
1962
196:1

1964

1965
1966
1967
1968
1969

1970
1971

1972
1973
1974

1975
1976

8

..

...
.. .

..

-

..

..

.

..

Year Total,
both
sexes

58 918
59.961
60.250
61,179
60,109

62,170
63,799
64 071
63.036
64,630

65 778
65 746
66,702
67 762
69,305

71,088
72 895
74,37Z
75 920
77 902

18 627
79,120
81,702
84 409
g5 936

'6- 783
87 485

Employed

Percent
Number of total

employed

1',340
18,181
18.568
18,749
18.490

19,551
20.419
20,714
20,613
21,164

4 1 ,87 4

22,090
22 525
23 105
2;3 831

24 748
25 976
26,892
27 007
29 084

29,667
29,875
31 072
32 446
33111

33 553
".1,095

Women

29 4
30 3
30 8
30 6
30 8

31 4
32 0
32 3
32 7
32 7

33 3
33 6
33 8
34 1
34 4

34 8
35 6
35 2
36 6
'373

37 7
37 8
38 0,
38 4
38 9

39 h
40 1

Total,
both
sexes

3,288
2,055
A.,883

1,834
3,532

2,852
2,750
2.859
4,602
3,740

3.852
4 714

J11

.+ 070
3 786

3,366
2,875
2 975
2,817
2,831

4,088
4,993
4,840
4,304
5,076

7 830
7 280

Unemployed

Number

1,049
834
698
632

1,188

998
1,039
1 018
1,504
1.320

1,366
1,717,
1 488
1,598
1581

1,452
1,324
1,468
1 397

.s.

1.851
2 217
2205
2 064
2 408

3 445
3 si20

Women

Percent
of total

unemployed

31 9
406

.371
34.5
336

35 0
378 1

356
32 7 ,
35 3

35 5
36 4
38 0
39.3
41 8

43 1
46 1

49 3
49 6
50 4

45 3
44 4
45 6
48 0
47 4

44 0
15 6

22

(Percent distribution)

..

Occupation group 19501 1960 1970 1976

Women as
percent of all

workers in
occupation

group, 1976

Total 100 0 100 o 400 0 loo 0 40 1

Professional-technical 12 5 12 4 14 5 16 0 42 0
Managerial-administrative,
except far ,

,Sales
4 4
8 7

5 0
77

4 5
,7 0

5 5
67

20 8
42 9

mealL. enal . ^r. 27 8 30 3 34 5 34 9 78,7
1, aft .. 1 5 1 0 1 1 1'6 4 8
Operatives, including
transport 19 6 15 2 14 5 11 8 31 3

Nonfarm laborers 0 8 0 4 0 5 I 1 9 3
Service except private
household 12 4 14 8 16 5 17 9 57 8

Private nousehold ' 8 7 8 9' 5 1 3 1 97 3
I arm 36 4 4 1 8 1 3 16e



Table 8
Employment of women in selected occupations,1950, 1970, and 1976

(Numbers in thousands)

Occupation

Both\sexes Women

1950 1970, 1976

Number Percent of all workers in occupation

1950 1970 1976 1950 1970 1976

Professional-technical 4,858 11,452 13,329 1,947 4,576 5,603 40.1 '40.0 42.0
Accountants 377 7.11 866 56 180 233 14.9 25.3 26.9
Engineers 518 1,233. 1,190 6 20 21 1.2 1.6 1.8

Lawyers-judges 171 277 413 7 13 38 4.1 4.7 9.2
Physicians-osteopaths 184 280- 368 1? 25 47 6 5" 8.9 12.8
Registered nurses 403 836 999 394 814 965 97.8 97.4 96:6
Teachers, except college and university 1,123 2,750 3,099 837 1,937 2,198 74.5 70.4 70.9
Teachers, college and university) 123 492 537 28 139 168 22.8 28.3 31.3
Technicians, excluding medicaldental 102 339 897 21 49 122

..
,.20.6 14 -, 13.6

Writersartists;entertainers ....... 124 761 1,099 50 229 381 40.3 30 1 34.7

Managerialadministrative, except farm 4,894 6,387 9,315 673 1,061 1,942 T3.8 16 6 20.8
Bank officials-financial managers 111 313 546 13 55 135 11.7 17.6 24.7
Buyers-purchasing agents 64 361 376 6 75 89 9 4 20 8 23 7

Food service workers 343 323 505 93 109 177 21 1 33 7 35.0
Sales managersdepartment heads; retail trade 142 212 322 35 51 114 24.6 24 1 35 4

Clerical 6,865 13,783 15,558 4,273 10,150 12,245 62.2 73 6 /8 7
Bank tellers 62 251 371 28 216 338 45 2 86.1 91.1

Bookkeepers ....... 716 1,552 1,688 556 1,274 1,519 77 1 82 1 90 0

Cashiers . . 230 824 1,256 ,187 692 1,101 81 3 84.0 87 7

Office machine operators ...... 143 563 726 116 414 535 81.1 73.5 73 7

Secretaries-typists , 1,580 3,814 4,368 1,494 3,686 4,303 94 6 96 6 98 5

Shippingreceiving clerks 287 44, 413 440 19 59 76 G6 173 17.3

1 Includes C 311ege and urt..,,,r 1.11,1,1dent

2.4
23

9
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Table 9 . Table 10 .,ft
Unemployment rates of women and men, annual averages, Unemployed women and men by age, annual averages,
1950-76 1 selected years, 1950-76

Year
Percent of labor wece unemployed Ratio of women's

unemployment rates Sex and age
to men's

Number (thousands) Percent distribution

Both sexes Women Men 1950 1960 1970 1976 1950 1960 1970 1976

1950'

1951

1952
1E153

1954

1955
1956
1957
1958
1959

1960
1961

1962 . .

1963 .....
1964 .

1965
1966 .....
1967
1968 .

1969 .

197u
1971

1972
1973
1974

1975
1976

5 3
3.3
3 0
29
55

4.4
41
43
6,8
55

55
67
55
57
52

45
38
38
3'6
35

49
59
56
49
56

85
77

5.7
4 4
3.6
33
60

4 9
48
47
6 8
59

59
72
62
65
62

55
48
52
4 8
47

59
69
66
60
67

93
86

51
28
28
28
5.3

.12

38
41
68
53

54
64
52
52
46

40
32
31
29
28

44
53
49
41
48

79
70

11 Both sexes,
16 16 years and
13 over
12
1 1 Women, 16 years and

over
12 16 to 19 .
13 20 to 24
1 1 25 and over
10
1 1 Men, 16 yea's and

over ..
1 1 16 to 19
1 1 to 24 . .

12 25 and over
13

3,288

1,049
195
184

670

2.239
318
377

1,545

3,852

1,366
286
214
864

2,486
'425
369

1,689

4,088

1,853
506
386
961

2,235
599
478

1.158

7,2,88

3 320
773
746

1,800

3.968
928
924

21'

100 0

31 9
5.9
56

20 4

68 1
97

115
470

100 0

35 5
74
56

22 4

64 5
110
96

438

loth)

45 3
124
94

23 5

54 7
147
117
283

um)

45 6
106
102
24 7

54 4
127
127
290

13

Table 11
14
15 Unemplojed women and men by reason for unemployment,
17 annual averages, 1976
17
17

Reason13
13

Number (thousands) Percent distribution

Women Men Women Men

13
15 Total unemployed
14

Lost last job
12 Left last job
1? Reentered labor force

Looking for first

3,320

1,235
493

1

464

3 968

2 389
393
768
418

i'0,0 0

37\2
14¢3

34
14,6.

100 0

602
99

19 4
105job

10

26

27



Table 12 Table 13
Women and men not in the labor force by desire for job and Percent of population who worked at some time during yehr by
reason for nonparticipation, annual averages, 1970 and 1976 sex and age, selected years, 1960-75

Item
1970 1976

Women Men Women Men

Total not in labor force (thousands) . 41.210 13,065 42,784 16.341

Do, not want a job now (thousands) . 38.535 11,863 39.236 14.745
Percent 100 0 100 0 , 100 0 100 0

III or disabled . .... 4 7 17 2 5 4 17 6

Home responsibilities ....... ... . 82 9 1 7 77 8 1 5

Going to schoot . . . 7 8 25 8 8 1 21 7

Retired 1 8 44 0 4 5 46 2

-' Other reasons 2 7 ) 1 3 4 1 13 0

Want a lob now (thousands) . 2,675 1 200 3,548 1,596

Percent .. . . . 1C0 0 100 0 100 0 100 0

Ill or disabled 10 5 17 3 10 4 17 5

Home responsibilities 33 9 _ 16 6

Gorrig to school 19 1 16 9 20 3 45 2
Thi k cannot 'find lob 15 6 18 4 33'0 20 1

Oth r reasons ?X 9 17 3 19 7 17 1

1 26

Sex and age 1960 1965 1970 , 1975,

WOMEN

Total, 16 years and over . .. 48 0, 48 8 52 5 53 0

16 and 17 45 1 43 7 45 5 46 0
18 and 19 .. .. . . . ... ...... 66.8 64 9 71 0 70 1

20 to 24 62 1 66.5 73 0 73 6 '.

25 to 34 .. ... . . . . ... 47 4 50 1 56 5 63 9
35 to 44 53 7 54.6 58.5 62 4
45 to 54 .. . ... . .. .. .. . . 58 0 57 9 60 4 59 0
55 to 59 50 9 53 1 54 7 52 3

60 to 64 . . ... , .. . 39 9 42 5 47 2 40 8

65 to 69 . . .. . .. ....... 25 6 22 9 24 8 21 0

70 and over .. . . . 10 2 9 4 9.3 6 3

MEN

Total 16 years and over . . .. . 87 1 84 9 84 1 80 7

16 and 17 . 627 61 2 604 54 1

18 and 19 84 1 85 5 82 6 80 2

20 to 24 92 9 92 4 88 9 88 9

25 to 34 98 1 98 0 97 0 95 6

35 to 44 . 97 9 97 8 37 5 95 6

45 to 54 96 6 96 0 95 6 91 9

55 to 59 93 4 91 7 91 7 85 8

60 to 64 85 1 84 1 83 2 73 4

65 ti)-69 55 1 , i 41 9

70 and over 4 23 2 24 b 19 2

29
11



Table 14 Table 15
Work experience of women and men in 1975 Percent of employed women in each occupation

year-round full-time lobs in 1975
group with

, ..

Work experience Women Men

Percent who worked
year round, full iimePopulation (thousands) 80.834

Occupation group72,346
Persons who worked or looked
for work during 1975' All occupations 414

Number (thousands) 44.778 59,664
Percent of population 55 4 82.5 Professional-technical 52.0

Managerial-administrative, except farm 64 5
Persons who worked Sales 25 8

Number,(thousands) 42.881 58,359 Clerical 49.6
Percent 100.0 100.0 Craft 43 1

Operatives, except transport 38 7
Worked at full -time jobs. Transport equipment operatives 174

50 to 52 weeks ... . ... ........ 41 4 63 9 Nonfarm laborers 32 7
27 to 49 weeks 122 13 3 Service, except private household 26 5
1 to 26 weeks .... . . 13 5' 10 3 Private household 13 1

Farm 25 3
Worked at part-time jobs

50 to 52 weeks 118 4.4
27 to 49 weeks 83 30
1 to 26 weeks 128 5.1

:..

12

:30

31



Table 16 Table 17
Women by work experienc4 and,reason for lesithan full-year omen with
work in 1975 -1 unemployed

r

Item .,/ Number
(thousands)

Percent
distribution I

\,` Total, 16 years and over ....

Worked all year (50 to 52 weeks)
Worked part year (1 to 49 weeks)
Did not work at all .

Lo9ked for work during 1975
Did not look for work during

1975

Worked part year
Ill or disabled .

Home responsibilities
Going to school
Unemployed .

Retired
Other reasons

Did not work
Looked for work .

III or disabled
Home responsibilities
Going to school
Unable to find work
Other reasons

Did not look for work
III or disabled
Home responsibdities
Going to school
Think cannot find a job
Retired .

Other reasons

80,834 100 0

22 788
20 093
37 953

1,897

36 056

20 093
1,318
8 591
4 218
4 S74

231

r 1 897
:4

620
245
o18

i60`'15
19?

.."!

3 192
14

28 2
24 9
47 0
23

I

unemployment 1975 by number of weeks

Duratien of unemployment Number
thousands)

Percet t
listrib non

Total working or looking for work

With no unemployklent during year
With unemploymen\ during year .

1 ot,u unemployed'

44 6 Yedr-round workers employ0 1 or

100 0
66

42 8
21 0
22 8

1 1

E., 8

10011

39
32 7
129 ,
4a4
21

100 0
6

8 q
0 3
O8

\ 0 7

A total of 7 274 (I d'1 ,,ri
4574 re,00rted y- i3

2 weeks ....

Part-year workers /nemployed
1 to 4 weeks / .

;;) to 14 week '
15 to 26 weees;
27 weeks onionger

I
/

Did not work bin looked for worki1 to 4 wee s
f.) to 14 weeks
1.5 to 26 o. eeks
2 weeks; or lOncler,

1

44 778

35,607
9 171

9 171

266

/973

100 0

795
20 5

.100 0

29

'1 5
4

1 7

14 7

8 0
4 '

33

/1
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Part IL
Marital_and,Family
Status

34

The marital status of women has
changed significantly oe-r the past
quarter of a century. Between 1950
and 1976. the proportion of married
women in the female population
dropped from 65 to 59 percent while
their proportion in, the female/labor
force rose from 49 to 57 percent. The
number of married win in the
labor force nearly tripled, reaching
21.6 million -in- t-976. 1-n-recent yea rs,
the number of single( never married)
women in the labor force also has
increased rapidly. more than
doubling since 19501 In addition.
young persons in the 1970's are
remaining single longer than in pre-
vious decades. The proportions of
working women who are separated
or divdrced, although compara-
tively small, are on the rise.

Following are some other high-
lights of the data in Part 11:

The great majority of employed
women-3 out of 4, on average
work full time, that is, they usually
work 35 hours or more per week.
The proportion working full time
varies by marital and family status,
but it is high even for married
women with children under the age
of 3-66 percent of these women
worked full time in 1976.

Nearly half (46 percent) of the
children under age 18 had mothers
in the labor force in 1976. up from 39
percent in 1970. Over this period, the
number of children in the,popula-
tion dropped by 6 percent .to 61.7
million, but the number of children
whose mothers worked or looked
for work rose by 10 percent to 28.2
million. The mothers of 6.4 million
children under age 6 were in the
labor force in 1976.

Of the children in ages 3 to 13
whose mothers were in the labor
force, more than 3 out of 5.were
cared for by a parent when they were
not in school.

In 1976, both the birth rate
(births per -1,000 populatiOn) and the
fertility rate (births per 1,000 women
aged 15 to 44 years) were the lowest
ever record-Ed iii-the United States.

Jo Women who head families are
more likely to be in the labor force
than wires living with their hus-
bands. This is especially true for
divorced women, of whom 3 of every
4, on average\ we re working or look-
ing for work' T 1976.

)
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Chart 3.
Labor force participation
rajes of women by marital
Status, March 1960 to

. March 1976

0

36
16

Percent of population in labor force
100

80

60
Separated.....-- ... 1111Mer--_ ad

Never married

40

20

111....-

Widowed

Married,
husband present

1960 1965 1970

NOTE. Before 1967, data are for women? 14 years and over; for 1967 and
later years, data are for women 1 6 years and over.

/

1975

37

1980



Percent of population in labor force

60

50

40

30

20

10

9

Children A0000.111111.111,
6-17 years

..-__

Children
under 6

-a

of 1 I I

1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 1975% 1980

3S

.IS /
1

Chart 4.
Labor force participation
rates of married women,

husband present, by
presence and age of

own children, 1950-76

3)

\

17



Table 8
Women by labor force and marital status, selected years,
1950-76

Q

Item April
1950

March
1960

March
1970

March' 1
1976

Item
April
1950

March
1960

March
1970

March
1976

POPULATION LABOR FORCE - Continued

Number (thousands) , Number (thousands).

Total. 16 year& and over . .. .. 54,988 61.911 73.261 80,834 Continued

Never married' 9.305 9,603 13.141 15,409 Married, husband absent 933 1 224 1,422 1,801

Married, husband present .. .. 35,574 40,176 45.055 47 852 Divorced 1 222 1,927 3,146

Married, husband absent z. ... . .. .. 2.001 2.362 2.730 3.145 Widowed } 2,641 2,406 2,542 2,233

Divorced 1.373 1,707 2.695 4.408

P!Idowert 6,735 8.063 9.640 10,020 Percent distribution

)ercent distribution Total 100.0 100 0 10^ 0 100 0

Total . 100 0 100 0 100 0 100 0 Never married 27 7 19 8 22 3 24 3

Married, husband present 4 0 4 57 4 58 8 57 0

Never married . .... . . .. 16 9 15 5 17 9 19 1 Married, husband absent 6.0 5 7 .4.6 4 8

Married, husband present . . 64 7 64 9 61 5 59 2 Divorced 5 7 6 2 8 3

Married, husband at, nt. . ... . 3 6 3 8 3 7 3 9 'idowed 1 17 0 11 3 8.1 5 9

Divorced 25 28 37 b5
Widowed 12 2 ' 3 0 13 2 12 4 LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATE'

LABOR FORCE Total .. .... .. . ... 28 3 34 5 42 6 46.8

Number (thousands)
Never married 46 3 44 1 53 0 58 9

Total . . 15.560 21.329 31.233 37.817 Married, husband present 21 6 30.5 40 8 45 0

Married, husbal...1 absent .. . .. 46 6 51 8 52 1 57 3

Never married . . . . 4,30/1 4,233 6,965 '9.083 Divorced 71 6 71 5 71 ,

Married, husband present 7.582 12.244 18,377 21,554 Widowed . .. . 3 32 6 29 8 26 4 22 3
1

'Percent of population in lab° force

40
4

19



Table 19
Women by marital and labor force status and presence and age of own children, March 1976

(Numbers in thousands)

Item Total With no children
under 10 years

With children under 18 years

Total
,

14 to 17 years,
none younger

6 to 13 years,
none younger

3 to 5 years,
none younger

Under 3 years

Total, 16 years and over 80,834 50,265 30,568 4,831 11,787 6,170" 7,781

In labor force 37,817 22,923 14,895 2,767 6,571 2,926 2,631

Labor force participation rate 46.8 45.6 48.7 57.3 55.7 47.4 33.8

Unemployment rate 8.5 8.3 8.8 5.2 7.1 10.2 15.4

Never married, total 15,409 14,756 653 29 155 180 290

In labor force
Labor force participation rate

9,083
58.9

8,786
59.5

297

45.4
18

(1 )

81

52.4

99
55.1

99

34.1

Unemployment late 11 ; 11.4 20.0 (1 ) 11.3 22.3 25.9,
Married, husband present, total . . . . . . 47,852 22,490 25,361 3,984 9,559 5,044 6,/74

In labor force 21,554 9,860 11,693 2,194 5,076 2,227 2,197

Labor force participation rate 45.0 43.8 46.1 55.1 53.1 44.1 32.4

Unemployment rate . .. . ....... 7.1 6.2 7.9 4.7 6.4 8 7 13.8

Married, husb. I absent, total .. . . . 3,145 I 1,410 1,735 198 664 412 461

In leior force . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,801 821 980 119 408 248 205

Labor force participation rate . 57.3 58.2 56.5 60.2 61.5 60 1 44.3

Unemployment rate . . . . 13.7 9 / 17.1 11.3 13.6 19.1 25.3

Divorced, total . . . . . . 4,408 2,294 2,114 331 1,086 479 218

In labor force . . 3,146 1,i7,76 1,571 772 852 329 117

Labor force participation rate 71.4 68.7 74.3 82 i. 78 5 68 7 53 8

Unemployment rate . . . . 7 5 6.8 8 1 3 4 7 6 10 1 17.9

Widowed, total . . 10,020 9,315 705 289 323 55 38

In labor force . . 2,233 1,880 354 164 154 23 13

Labor force participation ;ate . . 22.3 20.2 50.2 56.6 47 6 II I (1 )

Unemployment rate . 6.1 5.5 9.5 9 4 8 6 (1 ) (1 )

Rae not sheen where base is fess than /5,000

JUTE Children are defined as in thiidren of the family head and include never maned
so Is and daughters, step( hildren, .end adopted children Excluded are other related children such as

20 grandchildren, nieces, nephews, .,nd cousin and uni,!lated children

4 A.

Labor force participation tate aquals petcenr of population in labot force
Unemployment rate equals percent of latmi furor unemployed

43



Table 20
Employed women, full or part time, by marital status and presence and age of own children,
March 1976

(Numbers in thousands)

Item . Total
With no children
under 18 years

With children under 18 years

Total
14 to 17 years,
none younger

6 to 13 years,
none younger

3 to 5 years,
none younger

Under 3 years

Total, employed women 16 years
and over 34,609 21,027 13,582 2,623 6,105 2,628 2,227

Worked full time 24,563 15,172 9,391 1,859 4,221 1,803 1,509

Worked part time . . . . 10,046 5,854 4,191 764 1,884 825 718

Never married, total 8,024 7,787 237 15 72 77 73

Worked full time 5,132 4,947 185 9 66 52 58

Worked part time . . . . . . . . . . ,892 2,839 52 6 ka 6 25 15

Married, husband present, otal . . . . . . 0,023 9,523 10,770 2,091 4,751 2,034' 1,894

Worked full time . . . . . . . ...... '44,241 7.162 7,079 1,422 3,092 1,323 1,241

Worked part time =.5,783 2,091 3,692 669 1,659 711 652
es

Married, husband absent, total 1,553 742 812 106 353 200 153

Worked full time . . . . . . ',253 598 655 89 287 154 126

Worked part time ....... . . 300 144 156 17 66 46 27

A

Divorced, total . . . 2 912 1,469 1,443 263 788 296 96

Worked full time 2 i17 1,273 1,244 237 671 260 76

Worked part time . . . . . \95 196 199 26 116 36 20

Widowed, total . . . 2,093 1,776 320 148 141 20 11

Worked full time . . . . . , . . 1,421 L192 229 102 104 14 8

Worked part time 676 584 92 46 36 7 3

NOTE Children we def tried (hrichen tho hid and ra hide never mai /red wo kers are those vriht, a thuII r,vor 1, 35 rri more hours pei vveel , part tirrip ..r.ror kers

sons and daughters. stepUtildren, rind .idi.ipted r nd,fa, n E u laded re other relaled childrt, are those who usually %Nor k 1 to 34 how, per rAwek
grandchildren, nieces, nag* evvs, and cousin,,ind unrelated < /1 ith

4 4



Table 21
Labor force participation rates of women by age and marital
status, March 1976

Age All
women

Total, 16
years and
over 46.8

16 to 19 ..... 46.2
20 to 24 63.5
25 to 34 56.8
35 to 44 58.1
45 to 54 54.4
55 to 64 41.9
65 and over 8.5

Percent of population in labor force

Never

married

Married,
husband
present

58 9

46.1
72.6
84.5
76 4
76.7
64.5
167

45 0

44.8
55.3
49.8
54.3
50.1
36.4

7.2

'Rate not shown where base is less than 75 000

22 46

Table 22
Labor force participation rates of married women, husband
present, by presence and age of own children, 1950-76

Perci.nt of population in labor force

Married,
husband

absent

Divorced Yearl
WidoWed

With no
children
under 18

With children under 18 years

Total
6 to 17 years,
none younger

Under
6 years

57.3

55 1
59.4
65.6
62.1
59.6
52 1

13,0

71 4

59.2
72 3
78 2
78 8
76.9
678
192 /

1950
195122.3
1952
1953

(')
1954(') 1955

51..0
1956

64.1
195761.8
195846.3
195977

30 3
31.0
30.9
31 2
31.6
32 7
35 3
35.6
35.4
35 2

34.7
37 3
361
37 4
37 8
38 3
384
389
40 1
41 0

42 2
42 1
42 7
42 8
43 0
43 9
43 8

18.4
20.5
20 7
22.4
22 7
24 0
24 5
25.3
26 5
27 9

27 6
29 6
30 3
31 2
32 0
32 2
33 2
35 3
36 9
33 6

39 7
39 7
40 5
41 7
43 1
44 9
46 1

23.3
30.3
31 1
32.2
33 2
34 7
36 4
36.6
37 6
39 8

39 0
41 7
41 8

.A1 5
43 0
42 7
43 7
45.0
46 9
48 6

49 2
49 4
50 2
50 1
51 2
52 3
53 7

11.9
.40
13.9
15 5
1419

16 2
15.9
17.0
18 2
187

186
20.0
21 3
22 5
22 7
23 3
24 2
26 5
27 6
28 5

30 3
29 6
30 1
32 7
34 4
36 6
37 4

1960
1961

1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969

1970
1971

1972
1973
1974
1975
1976

Data were collecte -d en April of 1951-55 and March of all ()The( yes irs

NOTE For definition of children see note to table .?3
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T ble 23
I \N mber of own c ildren by age of children, type of family, and labor force status of mother,

March 1970, Marc 1975, and March 1976

(In thousands)

Item
Children under 18 years Children 6 to 17 years Children under 6 years

1970 19751 1976 1970 19751 1976 1970 19751 1976

2
Total children 65,755 62,770 61,697 46,149 44,636 44,058 19,606 18,134 17,639

Mother tc-1 labor force 25,554 27,650 28,159 19,954 21,138 21,720 5,590 6,512 6,439

Mother riot in labor force 39,550 34,332 32,828 25,627 22,800 21,708 13,923 11,532 11,120

Children in husbandwife fainilles 58,399 52,813 51,586 40,479 37,081 36,255 17,920 15,732 15,332

Mother in labor force 21,982 22,637 22,868 17,035 17,206 17,488 4,947 5,431 5,380

Mother not in labor force 36,417 30,176 28,718 23,444 19,875 i 8,767 12,973 10,302 9,952

Children in families headed by wOmeri2 6,695 9,168 9,401 5,102 6,856 7,173 1,593 2,312 2,227

Mother in labor force 3,562 5,013 5,291 2,919 3,931 4,232 643 1,081 1,059

Mother not in labor force 3,133 4,155 4,110 2,183 2,925 2,942 950 1,230 1,168

Children in families headed by men? 661 788 71Q 568 699 630 93 90 80

Cata for March 1975 hava been revised siren their initial publication
"Widowed, divorced, married, spou.,e abNeni and rwv' fl r led faintly head.,

NOTE Children are defined as "own" children of the family hex] and include never married
sons and daughters, stepchildren, and adopWd children I xcluded .11 e other related children ;Lich as
grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and cousins, and unrelated children

49 23



_ Table 24
Number of own children by age of children, type of family, and employment status of parents, March 1976

(In thousands)

Item

Children under 18 years

Item

Children under 18 years

Total
Children 6 to 17 years

Under
6 years

Total
Children 6 to 17 years

Under
6 yearsTotal 14 to 17

years
6 to 13

years
Total 14 to17

years
6 to 13
years

ALL CHILDREN

Total
Mother in labor force

Employed .
Unemployed . . .. .. ..

Mother not in labor force ..

CHILDREN IN
HUSBAND-WIFE FAMILIES

t otal ..
Mother in labor force

Employed
Unenployed . .. .... .

Mother not in labor force ..
,,.,.

Father employed ... .... .

Mother in labor force ..
Employed .... .

Unemployed
Mother not in labor force .

Father in Armed Forces
Mother in labor force .

Employed ... .

Unemployed
Mother not in labor force . .

61;697
28:159
25:628

2.531
32.828

51.586
22.868
21,049

1.819
28.718

45.576
20.412
18,956

1,457
25.163

1.092
429
378

51

663

44,058
21,720
20.035

1,685
21,708

36.255
17.488
16.303

1,185
18,767

32.156
15,676
14,726

950
16.481

599
285
265

20
314

15,680
8,262
7.724

538
7.071

12.865
6,769
6,387

383
6,096

11,403
6 066
5,783

303
5,317

152
76
73

3

75

28,378
13,458
12,311

1.147
14,637

23,389
10,719
9.916

802.
12,670

20,753
9.590
8.943

647
11.164

447
209
192

17

238

17.639
6.439
5,593

846
11,120

15,332
5,380
4,746

634
9.952

13.419
4,736
4,230

507
8,683

493
144

113

30
349

CHILDREN IN

HUSBAND-WIFE FAMILIES

Continued

Father unemployed .. .

Mother in labor force .

Employed
Unemployed ..

Mother not in labor force ..

Father not in labor force
Mother in labor force .

Employed .. . . .

Unemployed
Mother not in labor force

CHILDREN
IN OTHER FAMILIES

In families headed by
women
Mother in labor force

Employed
Unemployed . .

Mother not in laoor force

In families headed by men

2.486
1 133

902
231

1.353

2.433
894
813

81

1,539

9,401
5 291
4 579

712
4 110

710

1.544
764
621
143
781

1.955
763
692

71

1,192

7 173
4,232
3 732

500
2 942

630

455
228
181

47
' 227

856
379
350

29
477

2,468
1 493
1 338

155
975

347

1

536
439

96
554

1,099
384
342

42
714

4 706
2.739
2.394

345
1 967

283

942
369
281

88
573

478
130
121

10

347

2.227
1.059

847
712

1.168

80

24

V idowep (1.vOrced rnarned spouse absent and nchier-rnarriet family neaGs
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.ijirE Chi are defined as jf,elJf the taniily neita and ink ne er ',amid
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Table 25
Arrangements made for daytime cafe of children 3 to 13 years old by age of children and
labor force status of mother, October 1974 and February 1975'

(Percent distribution)

*. Item Tote;
Care in own home

Care in someone
else's home Day care center Other

Child's parent Child cares for self Other relative Nonrelative Relative Nonrelattve

Total children 3 to 13 years' . . . 100.0 81 7 4.6 5.2 1.4' 2.9 3 2 0.8 0 2

3 to 6 100.0 82.0 0.1 3.6 1.3 5.1 6.2 , .6

7 to 13 100.0 81.5 6.8 6.0 1.5 1.8 1.6 04 0.4

With mother in labor force 100 0 64.6 9.4 8.8 2.7 5.6 6.9 1.6 0 4

3 lo 6, 100.0 59.2 04 6.9 2.9 11.5 15.2 3.8

7 to 13 ..... . . . . . . 100 0 66 9 13.2 9.7 2 6 3.0 3,3 0.7 0.6

With mother employed ..... . . 100.0 62.0 10.1 9.5 2.9 5.9 7 4 1.8 0.5

3 to 6 100.0 55.1 0.4 7.6 3.2 125 16.9 . 4.2 -
7 to 13 100 0 64 8 14.0 10.3 . 2.6 3.2 35 08 06

With mother employed full time . . 100 0 50 9 13 1 12 5 3.6 7 5 9.3 2 4 0 6

3 to 6 100.0 42.6 0.7 9.2 4 1 15.6 21 6 6.1 -
7 to 13 . . . . . . 100.0 54.2 17.9/ 13.8 3.4 4 3 4.5 1 0 0 8

With mc, .r not in labor force . 100 0 95.7 0.7? 2 1 0 3 0.8 0.2 0 1 0 1

3t, 0 100 0 96.9 1.3 0.2 1.0 0.4 01 0 1

Ito 13 ... ...... ... 1000 950 1 1 2.5 04 06 02 0 1 0.1

Data for children 3 in 6 years old obtaii od trrtnt het nt es 1 )1!) Ciaiini Popteation Survey
data for children 7 to 13 years old iined from U !Ghia 1r):4 Coirn Population Survey

5 `34

Ill( Ride% ti Sf11.11i numb, of child et) nip rit shiJoin rp,r tely

53
25



Table 26 . Table 27
Birth rates and fertility rates by race, selected years, 1920-76 Families by type, selected years, 1940-76

Year

-

,,..
Birth reel Fertility rate2

Toth

/
White

Black and
other races

Total White
Black and

ott 'T races

1920 , 215.7 26 9 35.0 117.9 115 4 137.5
1925 5.1 24 1 34.2 106.t3 103.3 134.0
1930 ,. 1.3 20.6 27 5 89.2 87.1 105.9
1935 18.7 17.9 25.8 77 2 74 5 98.4
1940 . 19.4 18 6 26.7 72.9 77 1 102 4
1945 20 4 19.7 26 5 85.9 83.4 106.0
1950 24.1 23.0 33 3 106 2 102.3 137.3
1955 25.0 23 8 34.7 118 5 '113 8 155.3
1957 25.3 24.0 35 3 122.9 117.7 163.0
.1950 23.7 22.7 32 1 118 0 113.2 153.6
1965 . .. 194 183 276 966 914 133 9

1970 18.4 17.4 25 1 87.9 84.1 113.0
1971 ',17 2 16 2 24. 81 8 77 5 109.5
1972 ',15.6 14 6 22 9 73 4 69 2 100 3
1913 14 9 13.9 21 9 69 2 65 3 94.3
1974 14.9 14.0 2' 66 4 64 7 91 0
1975 .... 14.8 13 8 21 2 66 7 63.0 89 3
1976P 14.7 (-) (3) 65 6 (') CI

provisional ,

Births per 1 000 population
Births per 1 000 women aged 15 to 44 years
Not available

26

(Numbers in thousands)

Yearl
All

families
Husbandwife

families2

Other families

Headed
by men2

Headed by women

Total
As percent

of all tamilies

194 32,166 26,971 1,579 3 616 11 2
1947 35,794 _31,211 1,186 3,397 95
1950 39,303 34,440 1,184 3,679 94
1955 41,951 36,378 1,339 4.234 10 1
1960 45,062 39,293 1,275 4,494 100
1965 47,836 41,649 1,181 5,006 105
1970 51.227 44,415 1,239 5.573 10.9
1971 51,947 44,735 1.2g2 5,950 11 5
1972 53,280 45.743 1.353 6,184 116
1973 .... 54,361 46,306 1,453 6,600 12 1
1974 .. 55,041 46.810 1.433 6,798 124
19753 55,699 47,069 1,400 7,230 130
1976 56,244 47,318 1,444 7,482 133

Data were collected in April of 1940. 194/, and 1955 and March of all other years
Includes men in Armed F OfCeS living oft post or with their families on post
'Data for 1915 nave been revised since their initial publication



Table 28
Women who head families by age and marital status,
March 1960, March 1970, and March 1976

Age and marital status
Number (thousands)

1960 1970 1976

AGE

Total, 16 years and
over 4 494 5,573 7,482

Under 25 180 437 738

25 to 34 620 919 1 769

35 to 44 921 1 075 1 599

45 to 54 948 1 115 1,280

55 to 64 782 917 970
65 and over 1 043 1 115 1 125

Median age 50 5 48 2 12 7

MARITA' STATUS

Total women wno
head families 4 494 5 573 7 482

Never married 521 610 975

Married nusoamj
absen: 980 1 324 1 7 71

Divorced 750 1 258 2 '159

VVP:Iec 2 243 2 189 2 376

56

Percent distribution

1960 1970 1976

100 0
40

138
20 5
21 1

174
23 2

100 0
78

165
193
20 0
164
20 0

100 0
99

23 6
21 4
1 7 t

130
150

100 0. 100 0 100 0
11 6 10'9 13 0

21 8 23 7 2 ;
16 1 22 5 11 5

49 9 42 8 11 8

Table 29
Women who head families by employment and marital status,
March 1976

(Numbers in thousands)

Labor force status
All women
who head
families

Never
married

Married,
husband

absent
Divorced Widowed

Population 7,482 975 1.771 2.359 2,376
Labor force 4,169 563 1.000 1.760 846

Labor force
participa-
tion rate' 55.7 557 565 746 356

Employed 3.759 489 864 1,629 777

Unemployed ... 410 74 136 131 rg
Unemploy-
ment
rate? 98 131 136 7.4 82

Labor force as percent of popu63tion
UnemployeC as percent of tabor force

27



Part III.
Education, Income,
and Earnings

Working women, on average, had
more formal schooling than work-
ing men in the 1950's, but since then,
their level of education has not risen
as rapidly as men's. Still, the pro-
portion of women with 4 years or
more of college has almost doubled
since 1952. Generally, the more ee.a-
cation women have, the more likely
they are to he in the labor force and
the less likely to be unemployed. The
more education they bring to their
jobs, the higher their earnings.

Nevertheless. the great majority
of working women have not yet
attained parity with working men in
earned income. Median usual
week4y earnings of women on full-
time jobs in 1975 were about 60 per-
cent of those of men. For year-round

full-time workers, women's median
annual earnings were only 59 per-
cent of men's, a ratio that ranged
from 39 percent for sales workers to
66 percent for professional-tech-
nical workers.

Despite their comparatively low
earnings, women make a substan-
tii.: contribution to their family's
economic, well-being, and the family
with more than one earner has
become a prominent feature of
American life. In nearly half of all
husband-wife families in 1976, both
the husband and wife were earners.
Wives' earnings account^r1 for, on
average, 26 percent of the total
family income in 1975, and as much
as 39 percent in families where wives
worked year round, full time.

29



\,
Table '30
Women and men in the labor force by years of school completed, selected years, 1952-76

Date acid sex

Percent distribution

Median years of
school completed

Total

Years of school completed

Less than 5 years
(including none)

5 tc 8 years
High school College

1 to 3 years 4 years 1 to 3 years 4 years or more

October 1952

Women . 100 0 55 25.6 18 3 34.0 89 77 120

Men 100 0 8.3 32 9 18 9 23 7 81 8.1 104

March 1962

Women . 100..0 30 188 188 38.7 112 95 122

Men 100 0 54 24 2 19.6 28.7 104 11 7 120

March 1972

Women 100 0 1.,, 102 19 2 44 7 132 114 12.4

Men . 100 0 25 14 5 102 ,350 138 150 124

March 1976

WO' 100 10 74 171 446 150 140 12 6

Me, 100 0 19 103 171 365 160 2 126

NOTE P,,0-,s 18 ir, f, 19.),' r 1 1 b , , r u 1'1/7 1.. 1`)7U

59 6o 3'



Table 31 Table 32
Labor force status of women by years of school co pleted Occupational distribution of employed women by years of
March 1976 school completed, March 1976

(Numbers in thousands)

Item

years
or less

(including
none)

High school College

1 to 3
years

4 years
1 to 3
years

4 years
or more

Total, 16 years
and over 13,464 16 359 31 878 11 023 8,110

In labor force . 3,169 6 463 16 852 6.026 b 307
Labor force participa-
tion rate 23 5 39 5 52 9 54 7 65 4

Unemployed 332 883 1 420 389
Unemployment

rate. 10 5 13 7 84 65 7/ 35

32

e>,'T ..1'

6

Occupation group
Less than
4 years of

high school

4 years of
high school

only

1 to 3
years of
college

4 years of
more of
college

Total employed
Oho sands) 8,417 15,432 5,637 5.123

Percent . .. . . 100 0 100 0 100 0 100 0

Professional-technical . 1 8 6 0 18 7 67 8
Managerial-administrative
except farm 3 2 c 9 7 0 7 9

Sales . . ... 70 72 76 28
Clerical . . 15 3 47 9 46 7 16 0
Craft . .. 2 0 1 6 1 1 0 4
Operatives, except
transport 25 4 10 2 2 9 1 2

Transport equipment
operatives 1 0 0 7 0 4 0 1

Nonfarm laborers 2 3 0 9 0 6 0 2
Service, except private
household . .... . 30 9 17 2 13 4 3 3

Private household 9 4 1 6 1 0 0 2
Farm 1 7 08 05 03



Table 33 Table 34
Women and men 25 years and o er in ioe labor force by age and Sources of income of women 14 years and over, 1975
years of school completed, March 1976

Sex and years
of school completed

Total,25

year, s

and over

25 to 34
1 years

35 to 44
years

45 to 54
years

55 years
and over

WOMEN

Total in labor force
Number (thousands) . 27.896 9,016 6,806 6,617 5,457

Percent .. . .... . 100 0 100 0 100 0 100 0 100 0

Elementary school,
8 years or less .... 10 5 3 8 7 3 12 8 22 8

High school
1 to 3 years 144 105 166 15 7 168
4 years 44 6 43 9 47 5 47 7 38 5

College
1 to 3 years . 14 5 184 140 123 1 1 1

4 years or more .. . 15 9 23 3 14 7 ' 1 3 10 8

MEN

Total in labor force
Number (thousands) 43,517 14 121 10 393 10 231 8,771

Percent 100 0 100 0 100 0 100 0 100 0

Elementary scho i

8 years or les\ 14 3 5 1 12 2 18 1 27 1

High schOol
1 to 3 years . 13 8 10 1 14 0 16 4 16 5

4 years 35 4 37 6 37 0 35 1 i 30 4

College
1 to 3 years 153' 201 147 123 1 1 6

4 years or.more 21 2 27 1 22 2 18 0 14 3

63

le of Income

Total ,, .. .

Wage or salary income ..
Nonfarm self-employment income
Farm self-employment income
Property income
Social security and railroad retirement income
Other retirement income
Sopplemental security income
Public assistance or welfare income
Veterans' and unemployment benefits and workers*
compensation . . ... .

Other income .

I

Number of women
(thousands)

60,807

41,489
2.024

361
14.665
14,506
2.763
2,133
3.193

4 587
3 129

V") r E Because some women eci,nve , ncome f fon, 1,,,,,. Ind; ,,r1t. ,,, , t,,, ,r,,,,' t,,t, :,,1 . 1 .,11

; °moor ' ,,,iter ,n,,n the total

64 33



Table 35
Median usual weekly earnings of full-tinie wage and salary
workers by sex, 1967-76

Year

Usual weekly earnings

In curl it dollars In 1967 dollars

Women Men

May of

1967
1969
1970
1971
1972 .....
1973
1974
1975
1976

S 78
86
94

100
106
116
124
137
145

S125
142
151
162
168
183
204
221
234

Women Men

578 5125
79 130
81 131

83 134
85 135

88 143
85 140
86 138
86 138

Wome n's
earnings as
percent of

men's

62
61

62
62
63
62
61

62
62

34
65

Table 36
Median usual weekly earnings of full-time wage and salary
workers by sex and occupation and industry group, May 1976

Occupation and
industry group

: Usual weekly earnings Women's
earnings as

percent of men'sWomen Men

OCCUPATION

Professional-technical 5218 5299 73
Managerial-administrative,
except farm .... . 187 320 58

Sales . . . . . , . i 111 244 45
Clerical ... 147 228 64
Craft . . . 149 243 61
Operatives, except trans-
port 121 202 60

Transport equipment
operatives ... (') 216 _

Nonfarm laborers .. 121 166 73
Service 109 170 64
Farm 107 122 88

INDUSTRY

Agriculture $113 $129 88
Construction 167 244 68
Mining i ) 280
Mani,factur mg 137 :31 59

Durable goods 148 235 63
Nondurable goods 127 222 57

I rarit.iortation and public
utilitie-, 190 270 70

Wholesale trade 148 240 62
Retail trade
i inancv insurance arid

ai et5tate

113

144

188

:70

60

53
ri.. . household 66

Misc el'aiwouS wr vict'S '60 224 71
Public administratIOn 177, 269 64

66



Table 37
Median annual earnings of year-rour.d full-time workers 14
years and over by see, 1955-75

Year
Annual earnings

1;55
1956 .... .

1957 ....
1958 ....
1959 ..

1960 .

1961
1962,,

° 19K3 . .

1964 .

1965 .

1966
1967 .

1968
1969

1970
"

1., 2

1973
1974
1975 ..

Women Men

S2 719 S 4 252
2 827 4 466
3 008 4 713

102 4 92-
; 1'33 5 209

3 29.E 5 417
3 351 5 644
3 446 5 -94
3 561 5 975
3 690 6 195

3 823 6 3-5
3 973 6 843
4 150 -152
4 457 -564

Women's earnings as
percent of men's

63 9
6 3

63 8
63 0
61 3

6U 8
59 4

5

5) 6
89 6

o0 0
53 0
578
58.2

.49-- 8 227 605

323 8 966 '' 59 4
593 9 399 59 5
003 10 202 8- 9
335 1' 156 D6 6

9-0 , 1 c i9 58 6
804 13 88 58 8

-.
ovr "s

O

Table 38
Median annual eat, ;ngs of women 14 years and over by weeks
worked, 1975

Work experience
Annual
earnings

Women's earnings as
percent of men's

Total who N.A.,c.'Ned at any
time Ir. 19,'5 Si 953 40 9

.1,orKed at fu11-!vne loos 52D3 53 6
50 to 504 58 8
27 to CAS 4 551 59 4

26 vvt- 1 291 62 3"

at part-t:rre ions 27a 105 6

50 to 52 vvees 2 799 2

to 49 weOcs 1 867 93 '
2t, weeps Or less 628

Jf'
35



Table 39
Median annual earnings of year-round full-time workers in 1975, by selected characteristics,
March 1976

Item
Number employed year round, full time

(thousands) Annual earnings WoMen's earnins
as percent Of men's

Women Men Women Men

Total, 16 years and over 17,451 37,255 S 7,504 S12,631 59 4

Never married . 3,516 4,657 7,522 8,849 85 0
Married, spouse present 9,972 30,023 7,483 13,334 56 1
Married, spouse absent 861 808 6,733 10,468 64 3
Divorced 1,933 1,404 7,922 12,321 64.3
Widowed 1,168 363 7,397 11,577 63 9

White . 15,097 33,939 7,514 12,884 58.3
Black . . . 2,036 2,768 7,237 9,710 /4 5
Spanish origin 629 1,511 6 431 9 413 68 3

Years of school completed.
Less than 12 . . . 3,194 8,871 5,682 10,040 56,6
12 only 8,392 14,139 7,103 12,260 519
16 or more 3,041 8,167 10,519 17,129 61 4

Occupation
Professional and technical 3,321 6,417 10,524 15 968 66 9
Managers and administrator, except tarm 1,424 6,478 9,195 15,903 5/ 4
Clerical 7,166 2,453 7,562 12,136 62 3
Operatives, except transport 1,940 3,796 6,241 10,953 57 0
Service, except private household 2,275 2,637 5 414 9 491 57 0

In metropolitan areas'
Central cities 5,841 10,088 7,845 12,435 63 1

Whitr 4 435 8,202 7,880 12,886 61 2
Black 1,;34 1,602 7,584 10,640 71 3
Spanish or:kw, 353 760 6 116 9,395 651

Siburbs 6,977 15,744 8,019 14,199 56 5
White 6 409 14,979 8,002 14,357 55 7
Black 45? 538 7,989 10,224 78 1
Spanish origin 216 506 7 051 1 10 052 /0 1

36 -Aulijar r,) pc, I! S1,1 i'Ca' Aro, I.,

70



Table 40
Husband-wife families by number of earners and size of family, March 1976, and median
family income in 1975

(Number of families in thousands)

Number of earners Total
Site of family 1Median family income

2 persons 3 persons 4 persons 5 persons 6 persons 7 persons or MOH.

Total, husbandwife families 47,308 17,027 9,858 10,122 5,688 2,649 1,965 S14 900

W,th no earners . 4,684 4,065 321 135 65 46 47 6,000

With one earner . , ,

Husband only

15,664
13 962

5,701

4,774

3,226
2.786

3,619
3,465

1,895

1,804

181

732

436
401

i2 700
13,000

Wife only . . 1,246 928 141 85 56 25
. 9,000

Other relative only 456 299 69 35 30 24 11 700

With two earners . . 19,149 7,261 4,940 4,222 2,062 /58 )(') 16 400

Husband and wife only 16,683 7 261 3,776 3,40:3 1 498 500 241 i5 100

Husband and other relative, only 2,714 1 018 /11 516 1233
2'34 1/ 900

Husoand is nonearner 352 146 109 48 25 24 15 100

With three earners or more 7 211 1 .365 2,146 1 666 1 058 916 22 160

Husband and wife ear nor s 5,652 i ').h5 1,140 1,195 )40 517 2? U00

Husband an ear ncr, w fe nf)neal 1,421 364 1 1'35 293 1-;0 72 900

Husband is nonearnee 131 42 31 24 34 16 100

'1,,C IMO S')i)

3/



Table 41 Table 42
Earnings of married women, husband present, as percent of Earnings of women who head families as percent of family
family income !," 1975, by selected characteristics of husband- income in 1975, by selected characteristics, March 1976
wife families, March 1976

Characteristic
Number
of wives

(thousands)

fledian percent of
family income accounted Characteristic

for by earnings of wife

Number
of women
(thousands)

Median percent of
family income accounted
for by earnings of head

Total wives with
earnings 23 709

Total, female family heads
26 3 with earnings .. 4,338 66 0

Age of rusband Age of head
Under 25 years 2 259 30 7 Under 25 years 432 76 8
25 to 44 years . 11 554 25 3 25 to 44 years 2 356 75 3
45 years and over 9 906 26 5 45 years and over 550 50 2

Wife worked 50 to 52 weeks I-Lad worked 50 to 52 weeks
full time 9 871 38 8 ftill time 2 329 77 2

Family income Family income
Under 510 000 841 59 5 Under $5 000 1 6,' 85 2
SIG 000 to $14,999 1 777 44 7 S5 000 to $9,999 887 82 1
$15 000 to S19 999
520 000 to S24 999

2 466
2 078

39 2 S10.000 to $14 999
36 9 515 000 and over

698
581

76 5
56 2

525 000 and over . 33 1

Median family
Median family income S1:1699 In«mne $'1, 351

Wife worked 27 10 39 weeks Head worked 27 to 49 vveks
full time 3 116 30 7 full time

Wife worked 1 to 26 weeks
lull time Or 1 to 52 wet k,

Head worked 1 to 26 weeks
full time or i to t>2

Dart time 10 7' 11 6 part time , 1 33 3
1

38

7.3



Tat le 43
Poverty status in 1975 of women and men by age and years of school completed, March 1976

Sex and years of school completed
Total, 16 years

and over
16 and 17

years

18 to 21
years

22 to 34
years

35 to 44
years

45 to 54
years

55 to 64
years

65 years
and over

WOMEN

Total (thousands) . 80,834 4,108 8 170 21,492 11,712 12,156 10,447 12,149

Total in poverty Number (thousands) 10,060 641 1.227 2,384 1,248 1,029 1,229 2 303

Percent . 100 0 100.0 100 0 100 0 100.0 100 0 100 0 100 0

Elementary school 8 year s or less (Includes none completed) 35.2 18.3 8 6 17.8 32 1 37 6 47 9 65 7

rhgh school. 1 to 3 years . . 29 2 79 7 37 2 29 1 29 2 26 5 22.4 15 7

4 years . . 25 1 2,0 36 9 35.6 30.0 27 4 22 4 12 0

College 1 year or more 10.6* 17 2 17 4 8.7 8 4 7 2 6 6

MEN

Total (thousands) . 73,260 4,202 7 12 20,620 11,107 11,296 9 320 8,913

Total in poverty Number (thousands) 5,951 597 836 1,335 712 679 /81 1,011

Percent 100 0 100 0 100 0 100 0 100 0 100 0 100 0 100 0

Elementary school 8 year-, or loss (includes none completed1 38 6 27 3 9 0 17 5 36 6 48.5 59 4 16 1

High school 1 to 3 yars 21 4 71 5 44 0 21 8 24 1 19 9 14 4 ' .' 1.)

4 year< 192 1 2 295 288 244 197 166 65

College 1 year or more 14 8 17 5 31 8 14 9 11 9 9 6 4 8

75
7't; 39



Part IV.
Race and Spanish
Origin

Nowadays /One women are
nearly as likely as black women to be
in the labor force In past decades,
the labor force participation rate for
black women was as much as 12 per-
centage points higher than that for
white women. Over the past 10

years, the rate for black women has
'Shown little change, w hile the rate
for white women, particularly
married women, has risen at a slow
but steady pace In 1976. the partici-
pation rate for black women, at 50
percent, was only 3 percentage
points above the rate for white
women. Recent data show that His-
panic women are less likel to he in

the labor force than either black or
white women

Fo !lowing are a few other
highlights of the data in Part IV

The unemployment rate is high-
est for black women and lowest for
white women, with that for His-
panic women closer to the
rate for black than white women.

For all three groups. labor force
participation rates %ar) a great deal
by age, marital and family status.
and education. One of ever. 4 un-
emploed black women is the head
of her family, compared with about

I of every 10 white or Hispanic
women.

The proportions of black and
Hispanic women in white-collar
work lag far behind that of white
w omen.

thirty -sr\ percent of all black
tannhes arc headed h women. com-
pared with ?I percent of all His-
panic lamihes and I I percent of all
white families. On average. families
headed h black and Hispanic
w omen are tw ice as to have in-
comes below the po en\ level as
families headed b white women

4 1



Chart 5.
Labor force participation
rates of women and men,
annual averages, by race,
1955-76. and Spanish
origin, 1973-76
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Table 44
Labor force status of women and men by race, annual averages, 1955-76

1

1 (Numbers in thousands)

Year

Women Men

Population Labor force
1participation rate Unemployment rate2 Population

Labor force
1participation rate Unemployment rate

White Black
White Black

White Black
White Black

White Black White Black
and other and other and other and other and other and other

1955 . . . 51,803 5,772 34 5 46.1 4.3 ., 8.4 47,077 5,034 85 4 85.0 3.7 , 8.3
156 .. 52,372 5,857 35 7 47.3 > 4 2 8.9 47,604 5,120 85 6 85 1 3,4 7 9
1957 . . ..... . 52,997 5,952 35 7 47.2 4 3 7.3 48,122 5,194 84 8 84 3 3 6 8.3
1958 . . . . 53,645 6,047 35.3 48.0 6.2 10.8 48,747 5,287 84 3 84 0 6 1 13 8
1959 54,393 6,144 36.0 47 7 5.3 9.4 49,410 5,334 83 8 83.4 4 6 11 5

1960 . . . . . 55,215 6,369 36 5 48 2 5.3 9.4 50,067 :3,595 83 4 83.0 4 8 10.7
1961 55,994 6,489 36.9 A8 3 6.5 11 8 50,610 5,57 ' 83 0 82 2 b 7 1' q
1962 56,660 6,663 36.7 48 0 5 5 11 0 51,055 5,777 82 1 80 8 4 6 a
1963 . . 57,672 6 823 37 2 48.1 5 8 1 2 52,033 5,888 81 5 80 2 4 7 10 5
1964

- 58,665 6,972 37 5 48 5 5 5 '0 6 52,869 5,978 81 1 80 0 4 1 8.9

1965 59,601 7,130 38 1 48 6 5 0 9 2 53,683 6.101 80 8 , 79 6 3 6 7 4
1966 60,503 7,292 39 2 49 3 4 3 8 6 54,06 ; 6,200 80 6 79 0 2 8 6 3
1967 61,492 7 4/7 40 1 49 5 4 6 9 1 54,608 6,298 80 1 78 5 ? 7 6 0
1968 62,513 7,666 40 7 49 3 4 3 8 3 55,435 6,413 80 4 11 b 2 6 5 6
1969 63,564' 7,873 41 8 49 8 4? 7 8 -,, 349 6,549 80 2 1t3 9 2 5 5 3

1910 .
64,624 8,110 42 6 49 5 5 4 9 3 57,488 8 /73 80 /6 5 4 0 7 3

1971 65,691 8,345 42 6 49 2 6 3 10 8 58 /62 6 973 /0 6 /4 9 4 9 9 1
1972 67,138 8 /30 43 2 48 7 5 9 11 3 60,221 / 231 79 6 73 7 4 5 8 9
1973 68,090 9,102 44 1 49 1 5 3 10 5 61,213 7,532 /9 5 73 8 3/ 7 6
1974 69,064 9,445 15 2 49 1 6 1 10 7 62,311 7,779 7° 4 '73 .3 4 3 9 1

1975 /0 115 9 150 45 9 49 2 8 6 14 0 63 386 8,017 78 7 71 5 7 2 13 7
1916 11 111056 46 9 50 2 / 9 13 '., 64 472 8 7 /q /8 4 70 / 6 4 12 7

' P,,'(,,., '- ,,,c)ta I ).' , 0, , ,, l '
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Table 45
Labor force status of persons of Spanish origin by sex, annual averages, 1973..76

Sex and year
Population
(thousands)

Labor force
lpartic,pation rate

Unemployment
rate

Sex and year
Popular

(thousanu,
Labor

participation
force

rate l

Unemployment
2rate

r

WOMEN MEN

1973 . . . 3,159 40 9 .' 6 1973 2 838 81 5 6 7

1974 3 364 42 3 34 1974 3 060 e 811 13

1975 3 557 43 1 1,., 0 To-,-..=L 3 132 80 7 11 4

1976 3 650 44 0 12 9 '97+, 3 '93 79 6 10 7

percent of par), at .aoo-
Percent labor to,,

Table 46
Employment status ol women and men by race and Spanish origin, March 1976

(Numbers in thousands)

Item White Black
Total

WOMEN

Labor force, 16 years and over 32 799 4,311 1 516

Labor force par rjt. 46 3 50 5 42 (.3

Employed 30 222 3,80 1 325

Unemployed 2 577 573 190

Unemployment rate i Cl 13 1 12 5

Not in labor force 38 059 4,298 015

MEN

Labor force, 16 years and ov 49 651 4,70") 2 4

LlbOr T,,tr, 1, fr 714 66 6

Employed 16 OF3/ 4 0.4 33,o

Unemployed 3 56% 689 2(:

Unemploymti; 77 14 6 10

Not in labor force 14 4/1; 1 364 6a3

Percent if Populate,- .. ;.)c'
*F4,cent 01 labor 1)

r"-

Spanish origin

Mexican-American Pur,rto Rican

8/1,
.13 9

753

123

1.1 0

11;1

Other

171

30

14i;

24

13 a
,;;IO

;1;1

43
14 2

140

421,

43

0

S6



Table 47
Labor force status of women by race, Spanish origin, and marital and family status, March 1976

White Black

Marital and family status Labor force
Unemploy

Civilian Labor force Unemploy-
labor force participation ment rate

labor force participation ment rate
r thousands) rate (thousands) rate

Total. 16 years and over . 32,799 46.3 7.9 4,377 50 5 13 I

Never married . 1,754 61 2 10.2 1,128 465 22 3
Mart reel ,a)oir,e west 19,285 44 1 6.9 1,903 56.7 9 3

16 to 34 years 7,906 5J 0 95 840 64 1 13 7

35 y, srid over 11,379 40 8 51 1,063 52 0 58
A/:th rtio owr, c: .1' -r1 under

18 years 9,030 43 4 60 691 50 0 . 81
`,Vith own children u

18 years 10,256 44 8 77 1,212 61 5 '30
6 to 17 year,

14 o 17 yars
6 516
2,019

52 1

55 0
57
45

647
152

65 4
56 4

/ 1

61
6 to 13 y 4 498 51 ; 63 495 b3 / 4

Under 6 yearss 3,/39 35 5 564 57 5 132

Other irrdrH to! 5 160 39 8 80 I 346 46 5 10

46 S."1

Spanish origin

Civilian Labcr force
labor force participation
(thousands) rate

Unemploy-
ment rate

1,516 42 9
386 50.5

832 41 6
417 439
415 396

2'14 42 1

588 414
201 489
81 51 /

719 41 8
287 35 8

298 38 8

125
130
13.2

163
96

(1)

10



Table 48
Number of own children and median family income in 1975 by age of children, type of
family, labor force status of mother, race, and Spanish origin, March 1976

item
tit shamd wife families Families headed by women'

White Black

Total children ui.der 18 Years
Mother in Libor tort,`
Mother not in Libor turn,

Children 14 to 17 years
Mother in labor force
Mother not in labor foicii

Children 6 to 13 years
Mother in labor force
Mother not in lab force

Children under 6 years
Mother in labor force
Mother not in !abo force

Tor.i1 ?,

Mar').'"
'jg k,, y

Children 14 to 17 ieer ,
ti,lotttrtr Libre
Mother nor .`44 )r

Cf 'rlren 6 to 13
ilother r, Linn(

"'AO-bi-( tit n Lit e

Children under 6
rOother
Mothrrr not m 1 it,,,'

'

S9

Spanish origin I White

Number ithothand1 March 1976

IT
Bl.irk Spanish origin

45,972 4,570

19 789 2 613
76 183 1 95:_

11,504 1,1-14

5 971 667

5 533 477

20 8s4 2 104

9 285 1 227

549 3/6

11 634 1 322
4 532 719

9 102 603

SI I
I I 5, j I :61

Pio I el 912

,2 i I j1 3 1
;

I `;

4.16 ;I I

:

3 670
1 429

247

6/5
298
377

1)73

i80
993

5,885
3,579
2,307

1 610
065
545

2 95r
I

t

1 323 320

451 660
660

3 4

1 557
5/3

8oG 209
t.:

rlfd1.111 }dimly 111CONI 1q,.t)

I I .3'at,

t;.;,! .,i/ro

3i, ;

li; td

I

131t;
811

90



Table 49 \
Women and men in the labor force by years of school completed, race,
and Spanish origin, March 1976

Sex and years of
school completed White Black

Spanish origin
Sex and years of
school completed White Black

Spanish or .rt

I otal
Mexican
American

Puerto
Rican

Other .
i-otal

Mexican-
American

Puerto
Rican Other

WOMEN MEN q..Total Total
Number (thoti- Number (thou-
sands) 32 799 3 377 1 516 8-6 111 468 sands) 49 651 4 702 2 420 1 51 7 301 601Percen,

Elementa,) scrloo

130 0 1 )() 0 1103 1003 '000 100 0 Percent

Elementary school

100 0 100 0 0 100 0 100 0 100 0

8 year:" 9r ,ess : 6 14 1 2- 6 31 5 27 5 2'1 1 8 years or less . 11 2 23 3 33 9 39 5 33 i- 20 0

Hqt- scrA Hich schooll 1,) 2 -.:, '0 3 e3 :3 ' s " 21 9 18 1 12 6 l to ' years 16 4 24 7 204i 20 7 26 5 17 04 .. ,

Co!.ege

4--) 4 3..i ,t t ' ,, 33 r-, 421 415 4 year')

Coherie

3f) 8 340 2: 248 788 321

) z ..-1,s
y0 lt, ,- ), 4 z

';7 6

4

9 9 ti 7

4 4

'1- 0

42 i.,

I to 3 years
4 years or
lorl.

10

. ) 0

11 3 1 u

: 6

9 6

+ t,

1;) 3

1,, I>

48 9i 9 ti



Table 50
Occupational distribution of employed women and men by race and Spanish origin,

March 1976

5)

Occupation group

Women

Value Back
Spanish origin

Total
tv1q( lean Puerto
American Rican

Other
!to Work

Men

7ipanisl) ot min

I'Vlexn,ir Poet to

American 1 i rn

Total employed Nionber t ei iiok11)

PrrCkllt

White collar . .

Professional technical
Managertal.adminlyt at ,xitr-ot t irm

Sales

Clerical .

Blue collar . ,

Craft
Operatives, inclu&nq
Laborers, except tarn)

Service
Service, except pr,v.itt_

PrIvate how.,

Farm
Far rnrj, farm oldr, a ,

Farm isiboor., rd S, Of 0

30 17?
100

It 4
14

1 5

7 1

1

804

100 0

42 4
1 3 1

'4 1

i 8 8
0

1 325

100 0

0 5

31
4

M 8
30 0

'is
" c.)

753

WO 0

i

o

32
4 8

30 1

2 / 0

18$

100 0

128
81

05

2,3

425
100 0

I,1 5

108
sd

40 087 014 2 100

100 0 100 0 '00

4

1'

I

1

l

Is;

2,)

1

1(1;) Y,J tr

9 :3 91
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Table 51
Family status of unemployed women by race and Spanish origin, March 1976

r

Family status White Black
Spanish origip'

To al Mexican-American Otherl

Number (thousands)

Total, 16 years and over 2,577 573 189 123 68
In families, total 2,283 533 179 120 61

Head 254 144 21 12 9
Wife, husband present 1,305 170 109 71 38
Child of head 627 189 39 30 10
Other relative of head 95 31 10 7 3

Unrelated individuals 294 40 . 10 3 7

Percent distribution

Total, 16 years and over 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
I n families, total 88.6 93.0 94.7 97.6 (2)

Head 9.9 25.1 11.1 9.8 (2)
Wife, husband present 50.6 29.7 57.7 57.7 (2)
Child of head _ 24.3 33.0 20.6 24.4 (2)
Other relative of head . 3.7 5.4 5.3 5.7 (7)

Unrelated individuals 11.4 7.0 5.3 2.4 (2 )

50

1 Includes Puerto Rican women
-Per cent not ShOW.1 where base is less than 75,000

95

/
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Table 52
Work experience and median annual earnings of women by race and Spanish origin, 1975

_ .

Item
c.

White Black
Spanish originSpanish

Total Mexican-American Puerto Rican Other

TOtall (thousands) (4))
- 70,848 8,674 3,530 1,995 561 974

. . .

Wor ed thiring 1975: Number (thousands) 37,463 4,675 1,698 1,012 193 494

Percent 100.0 140.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Full time 66.3 71.9 73.8 71.5 73.1 78.7

5010 52 weeks 41.0 433 37.5 32.2 42.5 46.4

27 to 49 weeks 12.1 12.9 16.0 16.3 14.5 15,8

1 to 26 weeks 13.2 15.3 20 4 23.0 16 1 16.6

. Part time 33.7 28.1 26.3 28.5 26.9 21 3

50 to 52 weeks 11.9 10.7 7.8 8.8 8.8 5.3

27 to 49 weeks 8.7 6.0 5.9 6.0 7.3 ,,, 5 3

1 to 26 weeks 13.1 11.4 12.5 13.6 10.9 -10 /

With some unemployment in 1975 Number (thousands) . . . . 7,540 1,493 499 289 67 145

Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 (2) WO 0

Year-round workers with 1-or 2 weeks of unemployment 3.1 2.1 1.6 0 7 -', ( 2 1.4

Part year workers with unemployment of
1 to 4 weeks 23.1 123 20 0 23.9 (2) 13.1

5 to 14 weeks , ........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.6 19.0 22.2 20.1 12) 24 8

15 weeks or more . . 30.3 31.2 34.9 37A 12) 34 5

Did not work but looked for work . . . . . . 17.9 35.0 21.2 18.0 (2 ) 26 2

Spells of unemployment for part-year workers. Number (thousands) ...... . . . . 5,962 938 385 234 46 105

. Percent 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 (2 ) 100 0

1 spell .. . . ....... . . . . 72.1 68.0 71.4 70 8 (2) 70 5

2 spells .......... . . .
16.4 16.4 13.8 14.2 (2) 14,3

3 spells or more 11.5 15.6 .15.1 15 0
(2 152

Median annual earnings, 1975 $4,085 $3 '49 $3,618 $3,060 $4,457 S4,522

Year-round. full-time workers , ............ 7,514 7,237 6,431 5,987 7,144 6,787

tThe survey was conducted in March 1976 and counteu women lb yews and over as of the

survcy date.

97

`Percent not shown where base is less than 75,000 93 51



Table 53
Median annual earnings of women and men who worked year round, full time by race and
Spanish origin, 1975

.,..,
Sex and earnings White Black

Spanish origin

Total Mexican-American Puerto Rican Other

WOMEN

,

,

Worked year round, full time in 1975/ (thousands)
Percent . . <:. . .

Under S2,0002 ...... .,. . . . , . . . ...... '.'.... ./
$2,000 to S4,999

/
55.000 to 59,999
S10,000 to S14,999 .

S15,000 to S24,999 . . . . , , . .

.

S25,000 or more

Median annual earnings, 19/5

MEN

Worked year round, full time in 19751 (thousands) . . . ..... . . . . . .

Percent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Under-52,0002 . . . . . . . .

S2,000 to S4,999 . . . . . . .

S5,000 to S9,999 . . . . .

510,000 tu $14,999 . . . , .

S15,000 to $24,999 . . .

S25,000 or mot,. . . . .

:111(:dian ditfltlai eat n.,.its, 1975
. . . .

15,371

100.0
4.5

15.4

54.6
20.3

4.7

0.5

$ 7,441

33,975
100.0

2.1

4.1

23.3
33.0
28.8

8.6

$12,877

N
2,043
100.0

4.2
21.4

53.2
18.4

2.8

0.1

$7,223

2,775
100 0

1 8

10.8

40.0
32.9
13.5

0.9

S9,098

636
100.0

4.6
23.0
58.0
12 9

1 6

0.2

$6,388

1,511

100.0

1.5

7.7

46.3
28.7

13.4

23

59,413

.

326
100.0

5.8
27.6
55.2
10.1

0.9
0.3

S5,945

907
100.0

1 4

9.6
45.8
27.6
13 6

1.9

S9,247

\

82
100.0

2.5

18.5
64.2
14.8

-
-

$7,144

201

130.0
1.5

5.0

57.2

27 9
7.5
1.0

$8,512

229
100.0

3.5
18.4

60.5
14.9

2.6
a_

S 6,758

.

404

100 0
1.5

5.0
41.6
32.2
16 1

4.0

$10,197

52

The yur ,n(to, :,(1 .0 M..r( h 1J /6 ord c Duni p.1 p,r ,0115 16 years did 000.1 ,I1 of the
'.'y dd,f, wh, 1.4 1 ,, '1 I q usually t3,- hour. or Mon,' 1)1q Vit.!1!1e)

99

2 Int lodes workers with no ear n:ngs or a G)SS

100



Table 54 -----
Families by type, race, and Spanish 'origin, March 1976, and median family income in 1975

.

Type a family
Number of families (thousands) Median family income

White Black Spanish origin White Spanish origin

All families1 49,873 5,636 2,499 S14,268 S 8,779 S 9:551

Husband-wife families 43,311 3,352 1,896 15,125 11,526 10,950

Wife in paid labor force2 . . 18,609 1,903 790 17,550 14,355 13,621

Wife not in paid labor force 24,702 1,449 1,107 '3,042 8,543 9,1r1

Other families:
Headed by women 5,380 2,004 522 7,651 4,898 4,785

Headed by men 1,182 230 82 13,793 8,955 10,415

Families as of March 1976 "Persons 14 years and over are classified in the paid :abor force tf they were employed as wage
and salary workers or self-employ,d workers during 010 survey week (in March 1976) or were
looking for work at the time and had last worked as wage arm salary or self-employed workers

N

10
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kPart V.
:rq Additional
!:Zharabteristics

Women have been on their cur-
rent job a substantially shorter time,
on average, than men. The largest
differences are for persons age 45 to
64.

X Women are less likely thaii men
to hold two or more jobs. However,
as employment of women has
grown, the number of women who
are multiple jobholders and their
proportion of all multiple job-
holders iias increasedin May
1976, 23 percent of all multiple job-
holders were women, up frOm 16

103

percent in '970. Their main reasons
for "moonlighting" are ,imilar to
men's to meet regular expenses or
because they enjoy the work.

Wcmen are considerably more
likely than men to be absent from
work because of illness.

When jobseeking, the most fre-
quent\ methods used by women, as
well as men, were applying directly
to the e ployer, asking friends, and
answerin local newspaper ads.
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Table 55 Table 57
Length of time on current job of women and torten, January 1973 Multiple jobholding rates of emplOyed women and men and

main reason fe7 working at more than one job, May 1976
(Percent distribution)

Length of time on job Women Men

Total
1 year or less
Over 1 to 2 years
Over 2 to 5 years
Over 5 to 10 years
Ouer 10 to 20 years
Over 20 years

Median number of years on
current job .......... ... ....... . .

100 0
29 3
14 1

23 0
157
122
57

2 8 years

100 0
22 4
105
20 4
16.8
164
137

4 6 years

Table 56
Median number of years worked at current job by women and
men by age, January 1973

Age group
Median number of years

Total, 16 years and over
16 to 19
20 to 24
25 to 34
35 to 44
45 to 54
55 to 64
65 and over

0

Women Men

28 46
06 06
12 12

2 2 32
3 6 6 7

59 11

88 14

1 0 0 I'

104

Item Women Men

Number of persons with more than one
job Mousands) 911 3,037

Multiple jobholders as percent of
total employed 2 6 58

MAIN REASON FOR WORKING
AT MORE THAN ONE JOB

All reasons Percent . 100 0 N..00 0

Meet regular.expenses 28 7 30 4

Pay off debts 50 55
Save for the future . 86 82
Get experience . 63 67
Help friend or relative 83 39
Buy something special 83 95
Enjoy the work . 1,D 1 200
Other reasons 156 159

O

105

Q

57



Table 58
Percent of all wage and salary workers on unscheauled absence from work by sex and age,
May 1976

Sex and age
Total absent Absent part of the week Absent the entire week

Total Illness Other Total Illness Other Total Illness Other

WOMEN

Total, 16 years and over 8.6 5.1 3.4 6.0 3.4 2.6 2.5 1.7 0.8
16 to 19 7.9 4.1 3.8 6.3 3.5 2.9 1.4 0.7 02
20 to 24 8.3 5.0 3.3 6.4 4.0 2.4 1.9 1.0 0.9
25 to 34 9.7 5.6 4.1 6.4 3.7 2.7 3 3 1 8 1.4
35 to 44 8.0 5.0 3.0 6.1 3.5 2.7 1.9 1.5 0.3
45 to 54 8.2 4.9 1 --3 5.7 2.9 2.7 2.6 2.0 0.6
55 to 64 7,9 5- 5.1 2.8 2.3 2.8 2.2 0.6
65 and over 10.7 3 3 3.7 2.0 2.0 6.6 5.3 1.2

MEN

Total, 16 years and over 5.2 3 3 1.9 3.3 1.8 1.5 1.9 1.5 0.4
16 to 19 , 6.6 3.0 3.7 5.6 2.2 3.3 11 0.7 0.4
20 to 24 5.7 3.2 2.5 4.3 2.2 2.1 1.5 1.0 0.5
25 to 34 4.8 3.0 1.8 3 4 1.9 , 1.5 1 4 1.1 0.3
35 to 44 4.4 2.8 1.6 2.6 1 5 1.2 1 7 1 3 0.4
45 to 54 5.2 3.5 1.7 3.0 1.7 1.2 2.2 1.8 0.4.55 to 64 6.0 4 5.,,.. 1.5 2.8 1.6 1.1 3 2 2.9 0.3
65 and over 8.5 4.2 4.2 5.0 ) 4 0 3.5 1 '3.3 0.2

NOTE Data exclude agricultural and private he.,sehold workers and those who held more than
one lob
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. Table 59
Methods used by women and men to look for work and method by which
current job was obtained, January 1973

Method

Percent who used
.. each method

Method used to
get job Method

Percent who used
each method

Method used to
get job

Women Men Women Men Women Men Women
I

Men

Total jobseekers
(thousands) 4,688 5,749 4,688 5,749

,

School placement office 13 0 12.0 2 8 / 3 1

Percent (') (') 100.0 100.0 Civ,11 Service test 15.2 15 4 2 8/ 1 6

'Asked teacher or professor ... . 11 8 9 2 1.6 1 2

Applied directly t , employer .. 64 4 67 3 34 6 35.1 Went to place where employers
1Asked friends. come to pick up people 0 7 2 0 0 _-- -0 1--

About jcbs where they work 47.2 53 8 10 7 13 8 : Placed ads in newspapers
About jobs elsewhere 36 6 45 9 4.8 6 2 __ Local 1 4 1 7 0 4 0 1

Asked relatives:
.,

Nonlocal 0.2 0 7 ( )
About jobs where they work... .. 25 1 31 0 5 1 6.9 Answered ads in professional
About jobs elsewhere 23 9 30 1 1 7 2 7 or trade journals 2 6 6 7 0 3 0 5

Answered newspaper ads Onion hiring hall 1.1 9.9 0 1 2 6

Local 47 5 44 6 14 5 10 3 Contacted local organization . . 5 7 5 5 0 9 0 7

Nonlocal ...... ... . . .. 8 6 14 2 1 1 1 4 Placed ads in professional
Private employment agency .. 22 4 19 9 7 9 3 8 or trade journals . , . 0 4 0 8 ( )

State employment service . 29 2 37 1 5 2 5 0 Other .. . . 11 5 11 9 5 3 5 1

'Because some respondents ind,cated tee use 04 More than Une metrlo'l tne Burr gt 11`v COM pOnt'llIS
exceeds 100 percent

108

ess than 0 05 percent
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The Bureau of Labor Statistics
has an ongoing program which con-
stantly assesses and reassesses the
projections of labor force participa-
tion in light of new developfnents.
Recent data show that the number
of years worked by U.S. women
during their lifetimes has expanded
enormously since the beginning of
this century. Worklife expectancy of
women at birth climbed. from 6.3
years in 1900 to 22.9 years in 1970.
The most recent projections indi-
cate that between 1975 and 1990

110

nearly 12 million women will be
added to the labor force. By 1990,
over 481/2 million women are pro-
jected to be in the labor force, some-
what more than 1 of every 2 iri the
population 16 years old and over.
Most of the increase is expected to
be among women in the prime work-
ing ages, 25 to .54. Labor force
participation rates for these women,
most of whom are married, average
about 55 percent today and are pro-
jected to rise to 60 or 65 percent by
1990.
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Table 6(0
Life and work expectancy at birth, selected years, 1900 -70

(In years)

Item 19001 19402 '19502 19602 1970

WOMEN

Life expectancy 50 7 65.7 71.0 73.1 74.8
Work life ... .. 6.3 12.1 15.1 20.; 22.9
Outside labor force 44 1 53.6 55.9 53.0 51.9

MEN

Life expectancy 48.2 61.2 35.5 66.8 67.1
Work life 32.1 38 1 41.5 41.1 40.1
Outside labor force 16.1 23 1 24 0 2:,..7 , 27.0

Women's worklife as percent
of men's 19 6 31 6 36.3 *48.6 57.1

'Data for 1900 are for white persons in those States which registered depths.
2Figures adjusted to remove 14- and 15-year olds from the labor force to be consistent with

1970 (1900 is not comparable)

NOTE The expectancies in this table reflect the average number of years an individual
would nave lived and worked if mortality and labor force participation rates had.held constant
throughout his or her lifetime at the level recorded in the year of the individual's birth.
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Table 61
Population, labtfr force, andraborforce- .participation rates of women and men by ge, 1975
(actual), and 1 80, 1985, and 1990 (projected) .7

(NUmbers in th usands) it/

Sex arid age

Population, July 11 Labor force, annual ,averages
Labor force participation rates,1

annual averages

1975
Projected

1975
Pr.jected .

1975
Projected

1980 1985 1990 1980 985 1990 1980 1985 1990

1,/OMEN

Total, 16 Years and over 79,921 86,111 90,781 94,588 36,998 41,673 45,699 48,619 46.3 48.4 50.3 51.4

16 lo 19 8,225 8,160 7,018 6,612 4,038 4,226 3,762 3,649 49.1 51.8 53.6 55.2

2 to 24 9,486 1Q327 10,1.15 8,852 6,069 7,066 7,329 6,659 64.0 68.4 72.5 75.2

5 to 34 15,514 18,108 19,967 2Q 582 8,456 10,394, 12,210 13,077 54.5 57.4 61.2 63.5

5 to 44 11,618 13,084 15,903 18,525 6,493 7,633 9,723 11,678 55.9 58.3 61.1 63.0

45 to 54 12,206 11,577 11,437 12,885 6,665 6,609 6,761 7,795 54.6 57.1 59.1 60.3

55 to 64 10,349 11,035 11,238 10,671 4,244 4,628 4,740 ,4,514 41.0 41.9 42.2 42.3

65 and over 12,521 13,320 15,103 16,461 1,033 1,117 1,174 1,250 8.2 8.1 7.8 7.6

MEN

Total, 16 years and over 71,468 77,089 81,119 84,379 55,615 60,000 62,903 65,220 77.8 77.8 77.5 77.3

16 to 19 ..... 8,049 8,037 6,870 6,485 4,760 4,905 4,181 3,976 59,1 61.0, 60 9 61.3

20 to 24 8,769 9,584 3,986 .8,129 7,398 8,069 7,795 6,671 84.4 84.2 83.0 82.1

25 to 34 14,566 17,196 18,997 19,590 13,854 16,369 18,021 18,-45 95.1 95.2 94.9 94.7

35 to 44 10,745 12,147 14,917 17,471 10,288 11,600 14-,192 16,571 95.7 95.5 95.1 94.8

45 to 54 11,330 10,841 10,721 12,085 10,426 9,892 9,709 10,901 92.0 91 2 -90.6 90.2

55 to 64 9,221 9,791 10,000 9,592 6,982 7,275 7,162 6,704 75.7 74.3 71.6 69.9

65 and over 8,784 9,492 10,228 11,627 1$06 1,890 1,843 1,852 21.7 19.9 18 0 16.8

1Percent of population in labor force
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urces of Data Table No.

Part I.

1, 2, 3, 4 U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS),
Handbook of Labor Statistics 1975Reference Edition and
Employment and Earnings, January 1977. .

5 BLS, Employment andEarnings, May 1976 and BLS, Mont
Labor Review, May 1974, "Where Women Work".

:-

6 BLS, Handbook of Labor Statistics 1975Reference Edition
and BLS, Employment and Earnings, January 1976 and January

1977. ,

7 U.)S!6ensus of Population 1950, P-E No. , Occupational
Characteristics, and BLS, Employment and Earnings,
December 1969, January 1971, and January, 1977.

8 U.S.' Census of Population 1950, P-E No. 1B, Occupational
Characteristics, U.S. Census of Population 1970, PC (2) 7-A,
Occupational Characteristics, and BLS, Employment and
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J.S...Department of Labor, ne\ s release 77-165 (BLS data).vl

Table No.

41, 42

43
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Colonial Times to 1970, Bicentenhial Edition, U.S. Department
of Health, Education, and Welfar , National Center for Health
Statistics (HRA) 77-1120, Advance Report, Final Natality Statis-
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U.S. Department of Labor, Employment nd Training Admini-

Part IV.

44

45

46, 47

48

49

50

51, 52,

54

53

stration, Employment and Training Rep rt of the President,
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61' U.S. Department of Labor, news release 76-1222 (BLS data).
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