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Final Report s.
.

Attracting Adult Learners:to Humanities Courses

Rouhd Table, 'December 15 16, 1977

4

A round table discussion qn how to attract more adult learners, older

than traditional college age, tohumanities courses in communlk colleges,

was held in Washingt9n, D. C., December 15-16, 1977. The round table was

,

sponsored by the American Association of Community and Junior Colleges (AACJC)

with 'financial assistance from the National Endowment for the'Humanities (NEH).

Ten presidents of commu nity colleges w ith humanities backgrounds in

-._ their own academic preparation were invited. They were ask to'bring with

them the'chairmen of their humanities divisions. .There were two substi-

.

tutions from Kansas City, due to emergency. 'ale final list qf invitees is

enclosed. Several members of the AACJC .1ral and NEH staff were also invited

to participate. (See "Rospi",.Appenctix,0
,

5
,

ti

A background discussion paper was prepared and sent to participan
A . .

advanc , alqng with the roster of invit4s,.and the proposed agenda. (See

"Agenda ", Appendix B.) Thebackground paper suggested several approachefi.to

the central question to be addressed bY thee-round' table and offered

preliminary recommendationq. (See "Background Paper ", Appendix C.),

The background discussiennap,er Was also shared with Arthur, Cohen of

the Center for the.Study Of CommtLity'ailleges, Los Angeles, California, who
(

1 .$'

provided an additional background'pailen. ,Oee "Resource Paper",'Appendix D.)''
0-- / ,

. \
He also provided a bibi4ographiand a. reprin'e of a releanearticie'from the

o . .
. ,

7,71.ine 1977:issue of Change Magazine: :"Humanizd.ng theCurriculum." ,(See

Appendices E and F). These materials were also shared Witlithe participants.
f
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Recommendations

Introductory remarks at the round-table were made by representatiVes of

NEH and AACJC. The discussion that followed produced thee recommndations.

(= 1, Community colleges.are committed to the assessment of community

\ needs a d interests'as the first step in program development. There needs to

a
be experimentations -in how to assess community interests in humanities courses.

. .

One suggestion was to base such assessments; on topical' questions. (Example:

interest in what literature has to say about "death".)

2. Occupational e4ucation
,

should not be concerned with job skills only. ,

F
Humanities should be, integrated with occupational training. in a way that equips

personsrto deal with interpesonal 'relationships and critical decisions.

3. 'Humanities can be made interesting and important to tdults by address-%,

ing topics of current concern,thrOugh humanistic studies.. (Example: '"passages"'

thrugh critical periods and,changes\in life.)

4. Community resources such as libraries, museums,and Allerivend
1$

,activities such as college-community orchestras and dramt groups ehouId be used
.

0

. , .

to relate the humanities to community life.

5. Colleges should experiment in new and additional ways 'to cause persons !

to have an intial positive contact with the college thatmill.,encourage further,.
--.,

involvement'thrOugh the humanitiesq

6. Odtreach to the community in the humanities an be facilitatedby

working through copmtVlity brganizations. Use$of-existing organizational net-
,

, works should be included., Examples are service clubs, labor unions., historical'
0

societies, etc. Many such groups haye expressed interest in col)..ege services
P

that can be offered by humanists' and'can provide anopportunity for further,
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.cooperation in educational programs,

.41

7. Colleges need to work on. communicating to the community die pro--

grams they offer in the) humanitie# and what -the content is POr adults who

haVe not had previous college experience,. many course titles and descriptions

. . ,

,1" do not convey much meaning or interest.

8. Further attempts shouIdl be made through the humanities to build on
. .

. . ....._.

the public interest in ethnicity aroused by Roots. The desire of many persons

tb learn more about their pasts_and to answer the question, "who am I?" can be
S 'IV

fatilitated by the hiamanities.

\9. Regional conferences of humanists should be supported and should concen-

4\
trate-en, development af faculty skills in' teaching peitsons older than traditional

. college age. The skills of both community college master teachers and college

of education specitlists should be utilized.

10. Some colleges should seek to become models for humanities program devel-.

opment through a comprehensive approach including community assessment, organi-
,a

ping programs that reSpond'to identified needs, utilization of community advisory .

groups, cooperation with community organizations, experiments, with different loca-
.

tions and schedules for classes, etc. The idea herelwould '6e to achieve staff

develdpment through their involvement in developing model programs'.
-

11. Developing new programs requires time. 'pleased time for faculty members

interested-in community outreach to older students is a needed investment. An-

additio61 recommendation on this point is to experiment with a community field

. 4

,representative for the 'college in the humanities, wprking on development of new

'programs,in cooperaiion'with local organiiatiOns.

, In closing NEH staff urged the community co llege ''representatives to try.

the ideas th4 had recommended and iniited applications for financial assistance.

I '

. .
-
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A r port of the round' table is being sent to the participants and the

-

4
recomme dations will appear in an article inthe Community and Ainior.Gollege'

( . . 9 ..
1 Jouina pplilished by AACJC. The recommendations will also be used_y AACJC

ao.

staff n additional forums'and conferences on humanities pr9grams in community

col]. es.-

Pa

J

A financial report is being submitted to the NEU staff.

A

The fl.nantial assistance of,NEH and the contributions of the round table

ticipants is,gratefully ackilowledged.

-

Respectfully submitted,

4

Roger Yarrington
Vice Pesident, AACJC

V



A.

1

ROSTO

ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION MEETING-

,

!Dupont Plaza Hdtel

Dec. 15-16, 1977

Community College of Baltimore
Rafael L.Cortado, President
Rodney Fields,, Deaf{ of Faculty

2901 Liberty Heights Avenue
Bktimore, Marxland 21215

Community College of.thaFinger Lakes
Charles J..Meder, President
'Larry,Carter, Diiector of Curriculum

Instruction
Lihcailn Hill Road .

,:,

'Canandaigua, Nev York 14424-

Everett Community College
Norman H. Clark, President
Oliver Lawrence, Chiirman of

Communications
801 Wetmore
Everett, Washington 98201

Indian River. Community College
germati A. Heise, President

3201 Virginia Avenue '

Fort Pidrce, Florida 33450

Maple'Woods Community College
Robert,Trevor, Academic Dean
Sarah-Evans, Faculty, LCC

26i01 N. E. Barry Road
Kansas City, Missouri 64156

Passa4.c County College
tustavo A: Mell4pder, President
,Kegnethlright, Dean of the College

170 Paterson' treet
'0 -Paterson, New Jersey 07505

A

r

Piedmont' Virginia Community College
George B. Vaughan; President
Richird Gossweiler, Division Chair-

man of. Humanities
Route 6, Box 1A.
dharlottesV141e,,Virginia 122901

S4n Joe 'City Community College
TheOdoreLI. 'Murguia, President
Edwin Stover; Director of Instruc-

tion for Fine Arts
2100'Moorpark Avenue .

San Jose, California 95128

Somerset County.Collage ,

'"JosepH R. Fink, President
David Massie, Dean of Arts and

Sciences
P. 0. Box 3300

. Somerville; New Jersey 08876

I
Delaware County Community College

N. Dean Evans, Acting President
Jerry Smith, Dean of Humanities

House.
Media, Pennsylvania 19063 -

National 'Endowment for the Humanities
Division of Education Programs
Abraham Ascher, Director
Richard Ekman, Deputy Director'-'

806 5th Street, N. W.
.Washington, D. C. 20506.

American Association of Community
and Junior Colleges'.

Edmund J. Gleazer, J., President
Roger Yarrington, Vice President

One ,Dupont Citqle,:N.

Washington, D.C. 20036

a
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Invited Guests

Tim Gunn .

Program Officer
PilotGrants .

al Endowment for the' Humanities
Wash gton,2D. C.. 20506

Richard Hendrix
FIPSE
DepartMent of Health, Education,
and,Welfare:

400 Nlaryland'Avenue, S. W.
Room 3123
Washington, D. C. 20202

DouglasKtlir:ZY (qn.leAve to,USOE)
President
Delaware County Community College
Media, Delaware' 19063

Lyn laxweil
PregratiOfficer
'Development Grants
National Endowment for the ,

Humanities'
Washingtibn, D. C. 211506

H. Gve Moss
Acting Assistant Director'
Institutional Grants
National Endowment for the.
Humanities.,

Washington, D. C. 20506

Joe B. Rushing'

Chancellor
Tarrant County Community College
J.400 The Electric Service Buildi4g,
Fort Worth, Texas 76102

4
3

t

Lyn Seidiel'

Program Specialist
Institutional Grants .

National EndowMent fdr.the
Humanities

Washington, D. 20506

NEH

I

Joseph Duffey, Chairman
Robert Kingston, Deputy Chairman

TOmLitzenburg, Assistant to the Chairman

Lednatd Oliver, Assistant to the Chairman

AACJC
2

Diane Eisenberg, Director
CbN Community Foruns Ptoject

Martin Sullivan
Assis ant Director

1Divis on of Public Frograttl

NaAdonal Endowmentfor the Humanities.
Washington, D. C.- 20506

Peter MEDonald
Program Officer .

Seminars in tte,Profession *

National Endownent for the Humanities
Washington, D. C. 205Q6

Stanley, Turesky

Planning Office
Office of Planning & Policy Assessment
National EndOWment tor the Humanities
Washington, D. C. 20506
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Agenda

Round Table on.Achalt 'Learners in ,Humanities Classes

December 15-16, 1977

% Dupont Plaza Hotel, Washington, D. C.
.,

December 15 .0

,7i00 p.m.

December 16

O
S

'Dinner - DUpont Room. (LoWer Level)

Evening Session

''Introduction of participants

Opening statements

Abrah4m Ascher, NM
Edmund Gleazer, AAC.IC

Begin discusqionof issues, i.sed

in background paper -4

't

Adjourn, at 10:00 p.m.

9:00a.m. Mofning Session - Embassy Hall (Main Lobby)

-Resume discussion of issues in back-
ground paper

Develop stetetent of consensus and,
rAcoMbendations ,
/

.12:00 Noon Luncheon. - Embassy Hall (Main:LObby)

cr.

Adjourn

O.
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AACJC Round-table
December 15-16, 1977
Washington;.D. C.

°

-C.

Background Paper

Attracting Adult, Learners to Humanities Courses a-

More persons older than traditionil college age are coming to community

colleges each year. What can be done to assure that humanities classes gttraCt

a share ?f diese learners?

Average age for cammunity colleg- e students nationally is about'29 years.

StriCtly speaking, virtually all students in community colleges are adults,

18 years or older. Buto.the concern in thi,g discussion is the group that is

Alder than the traditional college age: 18-21, years.

Stating it-another way: assuming the young people right,out of high'

school who come to'community college6 wil; enroll in humanities courses in

about the game proportion as in the past, what can be done naw, to make

'
humanities courses attractive to' the older students: the mature person coming

f

to the college for an associate degree; for new job skills; for a social expe-

.!

,rience; for personal enrichment?

Some. questions .o ask are:
)

1. What humanities cogrses are we offering?

' W
'2. Where are WM offering them?

/3. When are we offering them?

4'. How are we disseminating information on these courses?

Arc

. '

5. Who is teaching tpe courses -- are they prepared fora classroom

of students with widely diverse'ages and experiences?
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ai

fi. -What success have we.had in attracting older than traditional

students into humanities courses?
. .

7. What factors seem toiedd to success --9or to problems.-- in, this

-is effort? ,

° s .

P *
How Have We Done-It?.

,11011,

1

.

t
Another approach would.be to, ask, "Hdk.haye we increased enrollmentS in

other programs?" The first answer that suggests'itseffis, wehave midepro-,=

/7.

.
e . ,,,

grams eccessable. They have been -organized around 'the convenience OTthe. --
. 7 a

learners in terns of time-and place.

. 0
'Community colleges have found that programs attract adult learners if

.

,

courses are available in
;

thg. evening, on the weekend, during the- day.. They
,

have found they adult _learners irthey are-available at the qtrkOiacq,N.

, .

r-4

in easy-to-get-to shopping centers, in .apartment buildings, a'pein.xetirement '

communities. The point- is to find out when and where the' learners can be
r

t -

reached-.conveniently.

ty'college ftudents-wno axe older than traditi onal college age are
.

. .

ployed, with.family responsibilitieS,end dad 'the adllege pa

d -----

time and place are ,ipportant,factors r such persons...time. Cpnvenience

Programs have also seen Vuccessful in attracting alder th.t:tradittonal

college -age students'when the courses have responded to criticarneeds» skills

_ . , P 04 .

needid,for jobs, family reSponsibilities;'health,gktc. -What are the'eritical'.

needs of Individuals in the community to which the humanities can respond?

'Dealing. with lestles,,.. ,

.
-

.

'

.

.

A '

.

Are there courses'in the humanities that may only peripherally touch oh,
"

.:

,

r
,--._

. , __ . .

, .

_

*

..:,-. 4.
. . . .

. -

-- '>

*

Q. - 4
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concrete crises faced by all adults but wou d neverthelesi deepen their under-

standings of moral and other4stue s they t1.1 confront?' For example, would

adult learners be interested\in a philrosophy course that deals with i theme such

as personal freedom and the m#ern state, a hiatorycourseuthatconcentrates on

the comparative develOpment/of religion, d literature course that focuses on
4 j

generational conflict?, in short, would adult learners be interested in humanities

4
courses that are rigo7ous and yet deal with perennial problems, the kind that

. ,thoughtful adults gave always had to face. 4
r----- .

-,

Cam the points of t ess in every person's life be addressed in humanities
i A

courses in a way.that will\take adtlt,learners seek such educational services

for real help, as well as p easure and enrichment, that will be gained? Can

"Passages" be illuminated by\the humanities; starting to'work, marriage, the

children leaving home, retirement? ,.'ff the humanities are disciplines dealing

with the human experience; they inform us about such things. But are they seeri,'
c,

-

and understoodo_in this light by the potential adult stildents?
%11.,

"
01`

..'''''.---. Some Things that May be Needed
)

1 . iii.
,,, .:

.
:Perhaps some new nomenclature is.

lb.

langUage to describe what will happen in s a course?

Is "philosciphy f01" the best

-Perhaps some new ways of teaching are needed.* Is a three-hour lecture

one a week the way to r each an aqult_who has beelf out of the classroom for

...-

several years? Does the teacher take into account the richness of life
.

experience"representeein alclassropm of:.: dults1 -Or,- the dynamic potential

of a classroomlowith traditional college-age studenti and adult students.?
"W c

Thesk questions suggest' thought be_given'tilstaff preparation. How Can

.

13
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staff be prepared for the kind of teaching assignment they Will find in a

classroom with more mature, life-experienced,' students? Can teachers be

better prepared to mike use-of the Wealth of experience brought to the class-
o

room by more, adult learners? What special teaching skills are needed? How
\

can 'they be,obtained?

Using Community Resources

al .

Can adult interest in the humanities be sparked by, related to, the

cultural resources of- the community? Wk sometimes'See, for example, that

persons have more interestin learning a foreign language if they see an op-

portunity to use it. Can interest in drama be increased 1,..related to theater

offerings in the community? Can jnterest in art be increased by relating he

course to the local gq.11ery? Can interest in the history of some period be

increased if the community has landmarks, relics, and documents (perhaps even

persona), recollections) of the period? What are the resources of the community
r

that can be used in grousing interest in the humanities? Or, hOw cari the

humanities be-used to arouse. interest in the resources of the community?

Just as programs have been successful in community colleges by using,

community resources, they have also been successful by seeking ways to cooper-.

ate with other community

resources available fro,Vsk, m

organizations. Some time invested in thinking about
o

labor unions, veterans' organizations, par depart-
.

depart-
,

_

ments, historical societies, chambers of commerce, as- well as the museums,

/--ibraries, and other' educational agenCies may prove useful.

I%.

A Matter of'Skiils and Attitudes

How to get information on education services 'into the-hands of potential

14 .%
1$ 0
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users of the services has been a skill learned by many community colleges. But

the humanities may not have used the skills as well as'some-other programs,

especially occupational, education and recreational programs.. 'But, why not? Is

there a need for humanists to become better communicators? Or is ita matter

ofiteachers in the humanities shying away fronL"huckaterism"? Do humanista

need more,communications skills or different attitudes toward reaching out to
.

,

and attracting the public into their courses? Perhaps both are needed, What

Skills, attitudes are needed? From whence should the needed help, leadership

come?

The ways in which humaiiistg conduct their courses, the materials they
, . .

utilize,the nomenclature_ they use to describe what they,do ancl, teach, the

approach they make (or do
,

not make) to the community is influenced not only 1y
.. .

, .

the community college but also by the discipline organizations. What is the

role of the professional societies in helping the humanities attract adult learners

into their classes?

The*Public's Perception

4

It is interesting to note in a Gallup Poll commissioned by AACJC in the

summer of 19771nore persons, perceive community colleges as a place, for academic-- _

training than vocational-technical training. This is notable in view of the

fact that abouto55% of the persons enrolled in community colleges are there for

occupational training. The general public, however, seems to see the institution
-w

in a different light from the persons who'are actually using it.

X.-
The question was asked:_ Which statement best describes the primary function

of a community- college? "preliminary academic training" was the response of 45%
.

of the persdns asked. Vocational-technical training was next highest w h only

22%.

15 ,
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The comm nity college

training by even larger

education att inment group

(60%).

This pa

6

t

was seen as an-institution,for preliminary academic

percentageof the top income group (57%), the top

(59%),-and the top occupational iprofessionaliqlroup

.

is perception of the communitycollege would indicate 74-bn,the,

one hand t e need for better infoplation on the services actually offered,
. s

but -- on the ether hand --it could also indicate a challenging Opportutilty

for humanities courses to better fulfill the pubJtic perception of why. the

college is there.

A New View of Community CollegeTeching.,,

One way to look at community 'college teaching is that it is a.pIace 6.-

teach oWs discipline. Another way that has been suggested is for the teacher

to,See himself,or herself as a professional engaged in community development,'

through a particulai discipline. How can the latter view-be instilled? What-
.

wouldit meanto the community, to the college, to adult learners? Is it a

desirable view?

These questions Are intended to open,a,4ialogue on how, to attract adulte

into huma nities courses. Hopefully, they will lead to additional questions,

but also to somg suggestions and ideas upon which some action can be taken

in order to find some useful answers. Study of the-humanities can give meaning

to life.P Forithis reason alone they are a valuable service the college has to

offer the adults .in its' community.

RY:lc

11/77

1
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Resource Paper

THE HUMANITIES AND THE ADULT LEARNER

Since 1974 The'Center for the Studyof Commonity_C011eges-has.been

studying the'humanities in two-year colleges nationwide under a grant from

the National Endowment for the Humanities. These studies have been under-
.

, .

taken using carefully drawn samples of colleges, faculty members, and courses,,

i

.
.

% alofig with case studies of additional Colleges. Fihdings have beeh published

'in.The Two-Year College Instructor Today (Praeger Publisflers; 1977), and:in
.

1

numerous rticlet and 'monographs partial listing appended. .

, .

Many of the.Center staff's interpretations of the findings suggest di-.
.

. ',

_ .
.

\
rections for discussion-of the humanities for the adult learner. For

_7. _____ .7:' .

.' example, the faculty teaching the humanities are much lite the faculty in.
, .

the other traditional academic programs. Fourteen percent of them hold ,

Doctoral.,degrees, a figure that is rapidly increasing. They would like

. _ ' 4

to see more humanities courses required for students-in occuhational pro-
,---.

,,

grams, more extra-curricular offerings in the humanities, and a general
,

.

. .

.
.

strengthing of humanities programs. They do not know-how to effect these

, changes.- When asked for suggestions as to.how the humanities ip two-year'

,,,9colieges might be expanded,their reactiohs in large measure were limited to

'._.:-.-requesting that additional humahitiescourses be required.

Data on course offerings aniextra-curricular activities were also gathered,

In the pOt two years enrollments in humanities courses in two-year colleges

nationwide have dropped by 2.6%, this at a time of general' student body ex-

pension. -The fargeIt declines have Come in liter'ature and history. Integrated

Humanities courses have fared better. ,Philosophy is up slightly,.apprentlY
.

17
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, .

.

becau.Se many-courses have been converted from thetraditiinal-Survey of-.

(''' -

We?tern, Thought to Contemporary Ethics,Logic,and"concern with personal philos-

op'hy and life values.
.

,

4
,,,

,-

Spfne colleges Have undertaken modifications .to make humanities courses

more attractive to adult learners. Many offer conversational language
. ,

, , f

,

. ,, .
courses and English as a Sedond Language, both of which attract sizeable

.. Percents of adults. CourSes in Tiim Appreciation, Theatre Appreciation,
L.....

and in the Great Books have also been attractive to adults. There area few

. Courses in literature that seem to,enroll adult learners: Popular litera-

ture; Science Fiction; The Detective Novel; and Women's Literature. Very

404

few specialized Courses in history, are seen. Languages for peopleworking

in the health service professions are offered for adult workers,

Some colleges have been successful in developing non-credit extra-

curricular expdhences for adults. Muiic Appreciation, courses offered in

connection with sriphonic and opera' presentations in the community have been

tried_suecetsfully. Lass' requently seen is the Art.Appreciation course that

would tie with traveling exhibits in the museums: The political science

'interests of the college have been purtued through forums, many of which were,

done in association, with the 1976 Bicentennial. Colloquiums and lecture

4

series are, also sometimes seen on such special topics as Local Histary and the
I

Quality ofl.ife.

The question of'what dan be done to attract additional adult learners to
1.

humanities courses is a problem n curriculum-planning, packag.ing,and pro-

motion. Adult learners might we 1 be attracted' to such courses as Religious.

. and Philosophical Views of Euthan sia; Life Cycles in Other Cultures; Local

-
Historical Preservation; Languages for Travelers; Music and Art Appreciation

(keyed to' presentations in the community); Forum on Contemporary American

.8.
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o

Governmental. Problems; The Politics of the Middle East; and Philosophical
ct.

Perspectives of the Good Life. These types of courses would have to be

presented' especially so, that adults could attend: probably at night,once

a week, in two or three hour segments, offered in locations where they

.are easily accessible to commuters.

. Promotion is essential. Courses need to be advertised. It is necessary

to tie curriculum and -ourse planning together with plans for attracting the

students. And college-staff members. must arrange to Orthis themselves. 1-Hey ,

o

may effect association with other agencies in the community that are con-

cerned with theehumanities, but the preparation and promotion of humanities

'course offerings can best be Coordinated by the colleges. The extent to which

this is a college responsibility is no better revealed than to view the almost

total neglect shown by disciplinary association in'the humanities for this

aspect of the hilmaniti'es in the two-year colleges.' ;

For the humanities 'to succeed in attracting adult learners,those who

.

would promote them must cast them in-other than traditional -course formatS.
-

Nor need the humanities be packaged as courses, in themselves; they may well

be organized as-modules to be inserted in other courses and programs. Some

S, a

success,has been attained in teachingethicsih business programs; cultural

variations in allied health programs, and industrial history in trades progradis,

to name but a few. These are shok, three or'six hour segments taught by

4, ., I,

humanities instructors in programs that have sizeable studentenrollments or
.. .

4.. '
o .

in programs where additional aspects of the humanities offer broadening of
,

essential student, knowledge.
#

The exact point at which intervention can be made to enhance these types.

of development 'in the humanities, is not clear., ObvioUsly it takes more' than

f

19



: . ,. . - ,
7.

- . ,
s/
\ .

I

,.
-4-

the' efforts of a single adminitrator or, faculty member'. DisVseminatiori of

ideas is important- -what has ,been tried and how tt fared. This can be done

through community- college organizations and consortiumg. Some colleges shOuld

experiment by creating the position, "Coordnator of Humanities" and appointing

a person with over-arching respoh4441ity for the humanitiessin the academic,

olpational, and-non-credit programs. That.person could weave the separate'_,.

threads of the humanities together, the humanities for adults, for transfer

'

students, and for all other constituencies: Any efforts would bemell

ceived. There Is'much to do because so ljttlis being done.

.
.

.

Further findings will,be available dUring the coming year. The CenterJ'
.. .- .

will be pleased to provideadditionai information on request.

t
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