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ABStRACT
A 9-week program exaaine8 the effectiveness of

newtpapet use on reading achievement among 107 secondary special -

education students. Ss were-assigned to a control group which did not
use newspapers,,or to two experimental ,groups, cne-of which used
incidental and one, teapier-directed' newspaper reading. Results of
pre- and posttests on the Peabody Individual Achievenent,Test
indicited that experimental Ss gained an iietage 6.6 and 3,6 ont'hs
in word recognition and 5.6 and 1.5 mcnths in comprehension while
control Ss demonstrated no gainS. (CL)
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For years circulation and prOMotion depart -meats of U.S.

newspapersthave been providing various types of-educational

services. In additiemthey have consTst'entlY reported'
41P

successful classroom.use of newspapers to help students- learn

about newspapers or to reach other educational objectives.'

Problem

.

These investigators examined ntwspaper, use as a strategy

for assisting special education students to:improve their
IP

reading abilitis.

Related Literature

A limited number of studies have been 'eported-an profes-,

i sional literature regarding the use of newspapers to improve

J

C"N6

by Verner and Siegal.: to a section meetingof'the College 'Reading '\\

students' reading'scores. A search of(.professiOnal literature

revealed four research studies dealing with the topic. They. .

)

include ae, rryman (1971), Maskovsky (1972), Wardell (1973), and
)

Verneetnd Siedow (1976).

Of the above reported studies, only one -- that reported

b..0,11,

Conferencen 1976, dealt with teaching reading to specialn
.

.

4::z, education' students (educable mentally retarded)... They reported'-
`,, ,

,

( MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY ' '
'PERMISSION TO REf1RODUCE THIS

.
#

...17V-

-.)
E.Q. Stetson-

..

TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE
INFOriMATION CENTER (ERIC) AND
USERS,OF THE.ERIC SYSTEM



2

that two groups of EMR students in a southeast Texas city enrolled

for two months in classes -using only newspapers .as instrICtio'kial

materials in reading gained,an averagegoT seven and one-half

months in reading ability. Reading scores at the beginning of the
.

study ranged from 1.8 to 13.7 on 'the Wide Range Achievement.Test

(WRAT). In addition, the investigators examined knowledge of.tbe

newspaper and attitude. As a result of their study-they cohL

eluded: "1) Gains in,reeding achievement for high school special

education.studOltS can occur'with a newspaper instructional

program, especially When the student& are extremely poor readers

and when instruction in basic reading skillt is given; .2) Gains.

in knowledge of newspaper parts fox, high school special education'

students can occur with Or without specific instruction; however,

greater gains occur with insruction.; 3) Attitudes of bigh school

,special education students, toward newsp4pers ind.reliat'ed subjects
414

can be improved through a'newspaper instructional program.

Three 'additional studies reported readingtains for students

in regulat classes. Barryman.(1971) repotted signPficant gains

in weading for below grade level students in grades four through

seven,following.fiftyrconsecutive classes using the newspaper.

14askovsky (1972) reportdd that high school seniors 'increased

'fifth and sixtk.grade reading leels to eleventh and twelfth

grade during"e*yht= weeks of newspaper reading. Wardell (1973)

1.
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reported that selected reading comprehension skills,of.high school

students -- eSpecially students of high intelligence and high
,

socioeconomic level- -- were increased thr.oUgh newspaper use.

Procedures

SixtY'high school students in grades 10 to 12 fr6mfour

schools and 47,junior high school students in grades 7 to 9 from

t

four schools were given the Reading Recognition and Silent
.

-Reading Comprehension subtests of the Peabody Individual Achieve-

merit Test with raw scores converted tb grgde equivalents.

Onesenior high and two junior high classqs4were randomly

selected tor expefimental GroUp A. The instructional strategy

for Group A students was student-selected incidental reading and
4or

student initiated discussions. 'Teachers, using classroom sets

of newspapers, provided opriortUnity'foff studentS to ead-and

discuss newspaper content of their Own choice. Students could

Choofe to discuss what they had read with individual students, or

'in small'groups, or with:the entire class,-

Twenty-four students; othe junior high and one senior htgh
A

ti
.Class, were randomly selected for Group B. \In addition to

receivinga classroom-set,of newspapers daily, Group B teachers

were provided a 11/2 hour workshop on the use of the newspaper as
A It .A ..-

'

arrinstructiional tool. The-worksh p consultants suggested
, . .

activities -to Group.B-teacher'S for using the newspaper for the

k
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development of vocabulary and reading compre\egnsion. Teachers',
\

in turn, designed their own lesson. plans Utilik\ing the newspaper .\
't the/sole instructional resource to teach the eading skills

they normally taught. Consultants, with expeitisejn reading and

in the classroom use of newspapers were,avAilable to,Group B
4

teachers upon request.

Thirty-two studen4, two junior high and two senior high

classes, were randomly selected -,or Group c, acontrol group.

They did not use theneAepaper as a source for incidental- reading.'

ancrdiscussion and their teachers did not ute it as a specific

instructional tool.

- Editors Option -

TABLE 1 HERE

Tile principal investigators conducted training sessions for.

four graduate teaching assistants who individually administered

the two subtests of the PeabodyIndividual Achievement Test to
t

' %the 107 subjects in the study one week prior 4o the'.beginning

of the nine-weeks experimental. period, At the conclusion-of the

nine-week period, the same graduate assistant's administered the

Same two sub-tests to the 53 sedOndary, students who had completed
.

, f -
the nine-week period. Students who entered the experimental or/ .

control classes after to beginning the experiMental period

.%
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.or who geft 1-le district prior to the\completionsof the nine-

. * '' %
.

weeks period were not:included in the post-testing. 'Likewise,

-

.students who were absent on.the day that pre-testing or post-.

k

,testing took Place, were not counted.

Test pescription

The PeabodytIndiviA.u41 AchieveMent Test' (1975) 'consists of.17

five general achieement tests' whith cover General Information,'-

Arithmetic, Spelling, Reading,Recognition (sight vocabulary),
.

/.
.

and Silent Readilg Compi=ehension. The Reading
.

Recognition sub- *

test of the PIAT contains 84 individual words which the subject
.

reads aloud. to the exaaiiner who scores the pronunciation, as '

correct or fncorrect. The Reading Comprehension subtest of-the

r k
PtAT Requires the subject to read sileptly a sentence and then

choose, from among four pictursi the single picture which best

describes the meaning of the sentence.

The PIAT was choserLas the best , in rument to measure the,
4 I ,

0
two dependent variables because: ''(1) The test is individually-

.
. \\

,administered to providerelfaille scores-from special eddcation

students; (2) raw scores can' be 'converted:to grade, equivalents

with-norMs ,from first to twelfth grade; (3) it is one of the few

.44tests which' provides- the we norms-necesSary for special
,

,

education Students and (4) the 'test-retest reliability at four-week'

.intervals is .84,-allowing the, investigators the opportunity to

use the,same instrument for both pre- and'post-testing., N,'

6
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Results

S

4

._ °Since three 'groups were involved, a 'one way ANOVA Was used
1

4

to compare variance within groups to variance between grobps
re.

with aC4..65 set,as the critical value. -Four F-ratiqs were-computed

pre-pdst word recognition and compreheAlgion. The ANOVA yielded

F-ratios which were not statistically significant; therefore, pre-_

planned t-tests were not employed.

- Editor 's Option.

TABLE 2 HARE
. 4.

The cit,a, howevet, werefurthernalyzed in. terms of.

average gain scores for each group on the word recognition and

o'
comprehension subtests of the .post-test. ExPe'rimental.Group A

.made the greatest gain scores on'both subtests; Experimental

\ 4,.% :Group B ranked second; the control Group C'made the lowest gain
.

scores. Pre-post test scoresand gain scores for the three

`groups appear on Table 3. A nine-week period of using the newspaper

for 20,minutes,per day yielded me gain Scores in word recognition

of 5.6 and 3.6 months fora the.experimedtal groups, as well ,as 5.6

and 1.5 month gains in comprehension. Scores for.Experimental

Group B evidenced a-disrepancy of 2.1 months between average

gains in word recognition, and in comprehension. Control Group C

evidenCed to gair7 (-0.04 months) in word rec ognition and (.00

months) in comprehension.

k



(.*Editor: This becomes Table One !f you delete previous tablEk)

Conclusions

TABLE 3 HERE
.0 1.

4

AlthoUgh the use" of the newspaper for reading/discuSsion and

the teaching of specific reading skills did not produce statist!-

cally significant gains in word recognition-and.in comprehension,

special education students did make educationally significant ;

gains. Inc idental reading of material selected by students com-

bined with 'student-centered discussion appears to achieve best

results with special education students. The disdreRancy between

gains ieword recog itibn and comprehension probably the result

of the teachers' focus on specific word attack, skills as opposed

to comprehensiOn skills. Emphasis on word attack simply produced

improVed ward attack skills. When scores of the control group are

comparedto those,of the experimer 1 groups, the @fficacyof

using the newspaper in special education classes for reading

instruction and as the basis for ditcussidn appears to be

established.
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Fable 1. Number 'of Secthdary Special Education Stlicts

Assigned to Incidental Newspaper, Formal ching
with Newspaper, and Control Grottp

Type
of

Group

Group A
Incidental
Use Of
Newspaper

Group B,
Formal

Newspaper
Teaching'

Group C
Control-No.'
Newspaper

Total
N

.

Junior,
High

r
N = 16.

.

,N = 13 -

41,
.

N = 14
.

.
.

.

Junior
Nigh

N'= 43

Senior
High

'

. 0-

N = 35

.

.

..

N = 11 N = 18 A

,

Senior.
nigh
N =%64

,

Total
Group At
N = 51 ..

.

Total
Group vt.

N = 251
. ,

Total
Group C
N = 3,2

.

*

.

1

*.Total

Subjects
. N = 107.

.k
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TABLEt2

RESULTS OF THE FOUR.F-tests COMPARING SCORES
'

ON THE WORD RECOGNITION AND COMPREHENSION
SUBTESTs Ur' THE PIAT

PRETEST: WORD RECOGNITION

SOURCE , SS cif . F
TOTAL 6945.44 52

BETWEEN . 2.91 4 1.46 .01 NS
WITHIN 6942.53 ab ..13E1.85

PRETEST.: COMPREHENSION .

I
.."

SOURCE SS sdf ms ,,-F

TOTAL 6818.23, 4 52 * A
BETWEEN 1.4D 2 .7 .01 NS
WETAIN 6816.83 50 i36.34

i..

( r

POSTTEST: WORD RECOGNITION
I #

s

/
.SOURCE, SS df ms

FTOTAL . 8160.20 '52-; .j
1 BETWEEN 10.64 5.32 .03 NS--------

WITHIN 8149.56 50 162.99

ti

POSTTEST: COMPREHENSION

SOURCE SS df "ms
T6fi'T I 7892.39 52

BETWEEN 8.21 2 4.10 .03 NS
WITHIN 7884.18 50' 157.68

S
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'TABLE 3

PRE/POST WORD RECOGNITION AND COMPREHENSION MEAN .GRACE EQUIVALENT SCORE AND,
MEAN-GP4N SCORES ON THE PEABODY INDIVIDUAL` ACHIEVEMENTN THE PEABO

-. 4

A SCORE
PRE TE POST TEST
WORD WORD

GROUP N. RECOGNITION REcOGNITION

A
Incidental 3.11
Newspaper

B '4

Formal. 2.55
N6wspaper,

C

Control. ' 2.65

resorted in months

X SCORE
PRE TEST POST TEST

4

'

x GAIN
1

WORD
Comprehension Comprehension ,-;t4 Comprehensionnr,COGINITION.

3.67

1
2.91

..'2. 99

.2.62

3.55

2.77

5.6

3.6

5 . 6

1.5

x.61 (-) .04
4 .

,4. 12
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