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¢ What Should We Be Teaching.in English? T .,
. T, s

-

. . Edmund J. Farrell : . : . .

r T . . . . A -
- . A - ° " B ’ ’
« . . . .

l.trust thdt'none of you are under the, misapprehension that I intend to answer

the question "what shou?d;we be teaching in English?", Even if I knew the’®
- . ' . )
answer, I'm not sure I'd sha;e'it, since it would spell an end to NCTE, tts

.4

Lo 2 .
(] i/’-)ggny publications, its affiliates, its regional and national conférences, my , , S
|-IJ’ ) - * Lo T ' - s .

R job, the group grope wé call ;%netional convention, and the.annual opportunity -

< ) . ’ \ L] , . . ’
‘ta spend Thanksgiving dinner wﬁth'your unnamed sponsor. I have been assured

v o y }
% by Jim Sabol, chpir of Secondary séction, . that the overriding question of this’
; }
gathering is "What should we be teachlng in Enﬂ!ish’", and that the 15 questions

L

- and the issues they subsyme; questlons and issues to which you are to address :

5 I

yourselves in small groups, are all~subsets of that pverridlng question. In ] !
short, tne degree to which ;; discover anSwers at tﬁis,ghﬁhering will,be more
ycur responsigility thanjniﬁe. What I would like to‘do is to present a |
f "series df items, seemingly incoherent,'which\I'hope will provide a partiel

L1

-

context £or your deliberaticns. tost of what.I have to say will haxe been
L2

culled from past issues of Council-Grams, a publication which, in its inconerence,

reflects the society in which we Miye,-the schools in which we earn our keep,”

' ! !

,jc ] snd the subject which ye ?rofess to teach.“ . ‘ ' d ‘
_ ' r . . » i 0\ - »

_I;I'_EE "At the Conference on Emerging Treunds in iiducationgl Policy, spohsored ’l“

' ‘?; in. September by the Hudson Institute, prediction was made that whatever else

y - : R
happens during the next five to ten . years, elefientary and secondary education

-
r . - . v . < -
will be most heavily inflpenced by filling enrollments, tighter finances; and
) 3 - : . . .
-. ... -renewed interest in the teaching of basic skills. -
~ By .- R . . ‘, ‘ v .
L3 h . . '
’,
1 , . ' .
ITEM: According to Ben Brodinsky, former editor-in-chief for Croft Educational -
S A
# Services, the back—to—basics«movement includes these characteristics among
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- through tests,”

ITEﬁL Ih a speech delivered in October at the ‘opening session of the annual

) conference of the College’Entrance.ExAmination Board: Joseph Califano

. , . - - ; E
Academy. of Education; and that the National Institute of Education will uddertake

-
-~

others: -Emphasis is to be on reading, writing, %and arithmetic'in the elementary f

grades, with most of the schoof.day to besdevoted to\theserskills.

’

the method - advocated for reading instructiou. In the secogdary grades, most

Phonics‘is

of the day is to.be devoted to English, science, math, and history, taught

from "clean* textbooks, free of notions that violate traditional family and

<%
national values.

-

Methodology is to anlude drill, regitation daily howework
and frequent testing. Promotion from grades and graduation from high Qghool* T

are. to be permitted only after mastery of skills afd knowledge has been demonstrated‘\J/

[ 4

Electives are to be e11minated "and the number of required

v

courses is to be increased. ’ ) . i A

. .
- . .
. 8 ' N :' . &
Y . .
.

ited: By the beginning of this month, 40 states had either mandated programs /

A\]

of minimal competency testing for high schqol gtaduation\or were considering

doing so. " ' . S _ .
L 3 e N~

v.\ b . . 4
, secretary
of the Department of Health, Educatio:& and ﬁelfare, announced that the National

’ ‘_ v » - . '. .!
Academy of Sciences will undertake a "major" new study of,standardized tests;

‘- . -
that’ HEW will provide "broad support” for groups like the Education Cpmmission

of the States, which aid states in establishing assessment programs; that a
N . .

-

Commiftee on Testing and Basic Skills will be established by'the NatiOna}

-

~

In his .

a'"mgjor" s&u&y—of uhy some students do not perform.well on tests,

<

remarks Mr. Califano strongly opposed any federally developed iederally

finance!l mandated national testlng programs,

- . . *
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ITEM: Forty=seven percent of the mnation' s‘l7-year olds do not know that each;'

-

state has two U.S. senators, One of every two students at ages*13 and 17
believes that the'presjdent can appoint members of congress. Twenty-nine

percent of llryear:olds do not know that-local governments usually operate:

[4
-

" public schools. These vere among findings released last January by the National

c— = e ’

Assessment of Educationai Progress.

v . - ) " &

ITEM- A study funded under the Adult Education Act found that 49 percent oi

-

A ‘ 0
those 18 to 29 years old did not know that’ each state has two senators and l/

that 28 percent could not determine the amount of change due them by subtracting
-the cost ‘'of a purchase from a $20 bill,, Sixteen percent of’the white population

. bere in the lowest category of "cope-ability;? compared with 44 percent of

e

blacks and 36 percent of Spanish-surnamed persons., A g

.

. ’

1 '
s .
- .

ITEM: 1In an assessmqnt of the functional I‘Qeracy of 18—year olds, the Natiomal

\
Assessment of Educ5t10n31 Progress found that 42 percent of black students

.tested are st111 functionally iiliterate alrhough.the fJgure is 5 petcent

less than it was in 197L Functional literacy was defined hy Right to Read,.
4 3 T, . “n , . .
which cooperated in the survey, 1as being able to- perform tasks-like reading ‘

newspapers and taking a’ test %or a driver's license. = .
" . . - . .

- v <9

ITEM: 1In a recent seminar at Uséé headquarters,’Harold'Ho , denied that

-~ .

standardized'tests are culturally biased. "It's not @ mafider of the test but

of opportunity." He added that despite fedbral and state’efforts in the
M 1960'# to equalize educational opportunity for mimorities, "We have not yét

. foupd a way to give persons on the lower rungs a fair shot."

. . ~
) ‘- * . 0
* —— & - . . B ol
” ', < Lot “ - LI
.
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. - ITEM: 1In regional seminars held last spring to draw attention to critical

\ N . ' 1 b ¢

problems in the éducation of minorities, leaders of the §wo sponsdring or- ; -

P

. ganizatiops--Educational Testing Service and College Entrance Examination < .

« o, 0

Bbard—-reported ind1cations 6f a waning national commitment to, the education

-
r .o

-

o _ A

}.

. of minorities., Speakers cited the development of strategies fh higher educa

0

e,
jeto

on -

to limit numbers of minority students‘ the.growing reluctance of private

A

- -

7

’ colleges to raise funds to help pinority stddents deep resistence within the:

society'to flirther integration; and an increase in the number of" persons-

¢ [y
J/willing to sue .to prevent programs‘for minorities. In a story appearing in

t »

the “New York Times on July 3 David E. Rosdnbadm\reported that the average

income of black families remains 40 percent below that of whltes. Alt#ough 92 '

. ‘ o

. percent of black school children in the South at tended integrated schools hy 1572;

- # well over half of the black.children—outside the “South now attend schools at o

least 90 percent bfack. Because of sizeable black majorities-in the public
.- .
L - "l
schools of fhe nation's largest cities, desegregation has Tecome,politically

. - difficult if not logistically impossible, according to Mr.

. ~ #York, the public. schoolo are 67 percent nqn-white; in Ciicago, 70 percent; In

Rosenbaum, -In New’

-

—t
Philadelphla, 62 percent; inm Detroit, 81 percent; in Baltimore, 75 percent;’
. k4
R and /in Washlngton D.C., 96 percent. According to Professor Diane Ravitch of

. .. LR
* Teachers College Columbla University, m1nority children are the maJority,of '

those enrolled in the public.schoo}s of-20 of‘the nation's 30 largest cities.

"

ITEM: In August.the unemployment rate of blacks rose to 14.5 percent, the.
!‘ . ! . A Y

highest since World War IT and 2.4 times, the unemployment rate for whites. ﬁ‘

— * -
S, Among 16- to lg-year olds, the unemployment rates for blacks was. 40.4 percent, ///'

‘for whites, 14.7 percent. A recent survey conducted by LOpis Harris and °
. -~ , -, " 2 - N .
. . Associates found that 66 percent f(blacks polled feel they are discriminated

- tm

\‘l‘ ‘ . . . 5 \ "“&» ..‘,




. o. L4 .\ .
aga nst_in wages paid- only 21 percent of whites agtee, Seventy-s8ix percent

blacks believe they are discrimlnated against in obtaining white—collar .

.

s; only 31 percent of whites agree, Seventy—three percent of blacks feel
L J )

. they are discrimlnated against in obtaining skilléd labor. jobS° only Zﬁ percent

e5—wbites—agree——Seventy—one—percent—of—btacks‘believe tHE‘—‘"__disc 1minatea

against as human beings onky 28 percent of whites agreé
. ] S

., -
.

. \ .o ) R

»

ITEM: 1In the September 11 issue of the New York Times, David Vidal reports

that Puerto Rican families ‘ii\ the United States fare worse’ e'con,’omic'ally 2w

. 3 Lo~

any othet ethnic group:' Eigures from the Bureau'of the Census and the Bureau

P .

. . / .
of Labor Statistics showed in 1975 that 7.6 percent of Puer’o Rican families u C(’ ,

.

renting in'New York City had aghual incomes of less than'$2 000, as compared

+»

to 5.6 percent of Black families- 38.1 percent of Puerto Rican families earned

from $2 000 to $4,999 annually, as compared to 28.8 percent of black familieS’ .

r
13.2 percent of black families, . ' * | o '
\ " g .

] M Ad
., * 4 \i . . ,
\ ST . - ,
- A .

only 4,5 percent o6f Puerto Ricdn families earned above $15,00Q as compared to

-

\
\

ITEM: ‘Results of ﬁhe first -survey of career and occupational development ,

conducted between l‘7§ 74 by National\kssessment of Educational Progress show ”

“

that 44 percent of American 17fyear eolds desire a professional careEr, although

census figures indicate that only 20 ‘tp 25 percen,t ogiptlng jobs* are professional .
. ; -
or managerial.- Fdrther; only 54 percent of the 17—year olds could correctly

answer five questions about the amount of training needed for a specific,

s -

commgaglace job o | : .o, ‘ o ' .
. ’ A e B .

.
, ” L .
4 . -
o2 A 1 . L v M
¥ - e

ITEM’ In October, 1976, Edward B 5?3& education editor of the New York Times;/

’

told 1 200 vocational educators meeting in Minneapolis that the liberal arts

* e ‘ . ' . ° i | ‘




-

.

- . ’ . . _ . .
have always had a strong vocational strain. rhtsnse:study of ‘the ciassics

» . e van e se

- .
Vs

N
<

. -~

. . e .«
during_the }8th century, Mr. Fiske observed,. was "purely'vocational"‘in that it -

~ ' v -

tauéht-one "how to be an aristocrat " Mr. Fiske told participants to poncentrate

[}

, on providing students with skills needed to get along in society. ‘"VocatiOnal

irad

education must serve the whgle person," he sald, ahd must be student not “:‘

.. had switched careers., RN

, institutioh; oriented. Wlllard ertz,,former secrétary of labor, told those

‘in attendafwce it would be a m1stake for“edueators to train young people only
to get a first job, as most people will have several differen jobs dhring

4

, their lifetines and* more leisure time as well. Further, it would be a mistake

-
3 . -

to continue the separation of the liberal arts and.vocational edueation by

tracking studénts' into‘strietly vocational.fdrriculums. A mixture“of academie
and vocational .education shodid be avaiiabie to everyone,,alnng with opportunities'
to.interrupt schooiing to exnlore career alternatives, Mr. Wirtz concluded.

) . ) '
. lzqﬁz In its first major study of career switching, the U.S. Department of

. ’
Laﬁor found+ that nearly one.in three American workers changed careers during

. R ‘

the five-year period fron 1965- to 1970. According to the study, based on.the .

ﬁ§70 census, approximately 32.percentlof the men and 27 percent of the women
. v . . oL

ITEM: "Rally 'round the Workplace: 'Continuities and‘Fallacies in Career
. N
Education," an article -in the Winter 1976§issue of Harvard qucational

°

P 2
- PR

Review, asserts that qnuch-publicized effotts to link education more closely to

work constitute a "hollow, if not invidious reform." Hritten by W. Norton

-
3 - . '
ot

Grubb and Marvin La'zerson, the article declares,f"Devpite its dssertions to

the contrary, [career edycation] is primarily a'renewa; and expansfon of
~ . . , - A

vocational education, a movement that has previously proven itself ineffective

v . .




in reducing the gap be&ween.rlcﬁfand PRoL, in enhanc1ng school learning, in

¢ .
. - '- {!

. . i
’ . . ' 11 L
\

-,

- ‘ * el .
f\r-,lsolving social and economic problems, apd in improviﬁg the status of physical

»

gsubb and Dr. Lazerson challenge the- assumption that the horizons

work," Dr.

g ox

v »I

and self—images of students can be broadened through exposure to "r al work."

On thé7§Uhﬁrary, say the authors, '"most work is horing. Its unvaried rodtine,
-;. " L , B L '1-

the sipplicity of most tasks, and tHe constant supervision characteristic of

2 . " A -

hierarchi€al Settings all deny workers a sense of competence and ﬁeeling of
responsibility." '

. - } ~ ¥
mm: "After réviewing ,,275 careert-education products from 191 commercial '
' s . . : - .
publishers and distributors, the Educgtion Products Information Exchange

GEPIE) rejected‘7l7 {or 56 percent, because thg?“vere too.old (pre-197l) or ¢

.because tHey did not contain suff1c1ent qyareness of the: World Qf work EPIE‘. i

- .

1
1
then asked th7 Council on Interracial Books for Children (CIBC) to check the 1
. : o

Materials for racist connotations., Of 100 proddcts the Council randomly choge
/
to review "Without exception, all of the material fell short of the active

ant{-raclft anproach the ,IBC rev1ew team feele ‘is needed if patterns of

institutional racism are to be obliteratéd." Minorities were "often" stereotyped
» ;#_%éa , »
in appearance-and behavior. .dfey were ''usually” shown heing supervised or

taking directibns (never sHown supervising ‘white workers), “'"virtually never" |,
‘ ’ .. , .

shown as thinkers, planners, or highly skilled workers, .and "often" shown ~

serving white peoole‘but "virtually never" shown being served by whites? ‘This'

- P . )
. * . .

‘servile posfure of minorities was "the clearest‘indlcator of a pervasive ’ ¥
%

|

racism'within career education materials "™ A team from Women on Words and !

“Images in Princeton ekamined many of the elementary and secondary school

materials and found they contained five times as many occupations for males

¢ .




-~ . as for females. 1n addition of 9 456 il ustrations counted, 68 percet! ) '

.- showed males only. / : ’ E . ‘ -,

8 .
B ~ .
. 3 N ’ ‘ . . N
. ™~ - . . .
. .
. . . il

- s i - . .

ITEM: "Afdlr a four-year study of f&milies and’children, a com.mittee of the
. S s -

National Research Council concluded that Amer1ca s children are in trouble and
z . . & N

« that the trouble is .getting/worse. "Five million ch:f.ldrerr under the age of 6

A . Liye in families receiving less than half of the medlumh:ome for a family of
. B TN e ‘.
four, and three million preschool chlldren‘—one of every s1x—-lfire below the

¥
,,goverty line. In short, nearly 30 per~cent of America s youngedt chlldren live

. in families- sorely in need of monéy. While the panel* conceded- that money ° (k "
: : /\“ L " . - -4 v, Y ‘ .

.. cannot buy a loving anvironment; "hothing else will work Without "it." | The
R . - . !

panel also*pointed out the special needs of'on@arent families. Today more ..

.

. than 1 in every & c}'nildren under 18 lives with just one:parent; im 1950 the ’

v ra!io was 1 tm 12. Moreover, most. single parents work: nearly three:fourths
; . . . . ;o
of mothers with,children from 6 to 17 have jobs, while more than'ha‘lf of those
< SN
with yqungsters under 6 are employed. c assifymg {{Larly foqr million preschool

N ’
“s

. *“‘, children as Yhigh risk" because of the c mbinat'ion of low im:ome and the

o absence of one or~both paren_t_s &he pane recommendﬁ strongly that edery )
family be guargnteed en/u.gh income that one parent could spend ‘full time
carng for .children under the age of 6. For parents_who ‘névertheless wish to
work, there should be,’ 'acccrd'ing to the panel improved .child c’are ptograms sO/'
, that young chi}dren have an Opportunity to form stable emotional relationships
. with an adult. The panel concluded that without outside financial Support
¢ LY

| /
"It seems likely thas the problems faced by families and children wi]l 1ncrease ' o

/7

in severity and that the rates f child abuse, crime, drug dependency, failure.

®
A - toLe

in school, and other indicators of our 1nattention£. will also mount. .

N n

o4,
l .

\)4 - . ‘ '
: »
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ITEM- After interviewing representatives of more than 60 education'and community

‘ K

. - ;°‘ . R r\l'

itganizations a curriculum develOpment task force .sponsored by thﬁ.National

L) - ’(
lnstitute of Education (NIE) decided that organizations are more concerned

'\w

4

“‘professionals bureaucréts

about whq‘makes curricular, decisions than about ‘what 1is actually being taught

-

the task fonce found litcle agreement across the country on how cuqricglum\ if
t,

development could best be accompllshed and nJFclear idea of who is doing wha
J .

[N

dhere, ‘and’ why. According to its report, "{The] concern for—involvement . .

.‘,..__,4.

‘s accompanled by a fee1ing of 1mpotenee of *ot be1ng heard and of having

. / \ L)

only a‘1imited scope of influence. There 1s'!lso the view, rather widely

held that somebody else or.some other group controls the ballgame, be it

)
- -

,‘or some ubiqultous s1ngIe 'they. v’
.

P O ‘ .. M

-
< .

N

P

} . A )

8 .
ITEM: When NEA 3urveyed its membership last year i% found the average teacher

to be 33\years old, cpmpaéed'to-4l\in 1961. The percentage’of beachergigith
20 yearsﬂor’more oé experience had declined from‘Zl 4 percent-in l§66 to l4.l
ﬁéféEHE“in 1976, Only 60 percent off the respondent sa1d they planned to
ren;in teacherS‘unril retirgment, while 62 percént werc not Sure clcy noulc

4 . . ~

.choose a teaching' career, i’f they had to do it over again.,” Terry Herndon,

. ¥

1egecutive director of. NEA, ascribes the drop in the-average age of teachers:
e . .

A Y

- . N

profession "in'droves.'.’

..._,-r_v . A
Ly eea % ‘. \ ’ Y |

‘\/’ : .. )

’

t . -
ITEM: This year 37 perégnt of those,participating in-the annual Gallup Poll
- ° . ¥ -

of the public's attitudes toward the public‘fchools rated the, scho6ld A or B,
. N o L e -
in quality,'a dghp of 9 percent since 1974. But of those polled who had '

children enrolled in public schools 54 percent rated the‘schools A or B, an

]
;.
1ncrease of 4”percent over last year. T

- 2
«” [ J M N

. v . . 4
) O o .
- . 4 .
.t . .
N .

.
Ay

!

.
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¥
b4

% N * oo a
. not to new teachers having been'hiréd,‘but to older teachers having.left the(//b-ﬂ




ITEM: We live iLn‘ a world in which 6@tlons have blasted an atomic bomb or
o v

. ,device, in whidh 21 nations aye capable‘of making an ato;nic or nucltear bomb

A

wit,hin five years- if unaided, or less if -aided in which Russia and the United

~States control 9.5 billion tons ‘of strategic nuclear f1re-power with intercon,tinental,

A P

“ran nge, they ecLuivalent destruct"i‘”e force of roughly 20 toﬁ§ of TNT for every

— i X

Russian‘and- Au,mrican man, wWoman, and child. On this same issue, Alfrf Kazin

. ) \ ‘ .
| ‘\rote,in the Septemb\ér issue of Esguié& . - .

. L

“-Anyope who knows what 1s going on in our schools knows

that the problem is not that students don t tead classics 4

3 ~ x

(meaning V1ctorian novels) but that they thiak the world cam't
‘go under . ".J . th* the worldd is as mechanf®al and usable as ’
switching onwtﬁe ‘lights and the"PV,’siet. S.tudents do not ‘ ’
r,ea.llzef hog much human 1ntelllgence may be needed to save

- us from the. catastrophes that our tog practical intelligence '
- hag 1nf11cted on u.s.. Our yorld is so fullsof social diseases--

.envirenmental cancer, .nuclear leaks and possiBle explosionms,

.

N . y ' ~
violent collisions, and, "above all, wars, in an-unending chaifi-2

Lhat it shouis be the first task of intelligence at least to
confront these hortors', , . ' -Q .

.
. (v -
B

[ 4

. , . , ; "
+ In leaving. }‘Gu with the onus of making some sénse'of my-disconnec,ted ‘discourf®e, ’

'
- =t /

I am reminded of an assignment that Profetssqr Bertrand Fvans us to give .

' o bt

‘}students in his advanced composition course at the Universitymf“Californiar

Ber&eley. He would list, on the board tgree unrefated factual statements \
. . . i \ . ' -, * - . v .
and then ask the stud‘ents to 'incorgorate the' three statements intd -a'coherent

[ ] c . s
paragraph without using any one o&he statements asg the topic'ssentence. : I"m
. - .

gl’so reminded of an anecdote that JoSeph Califano shared with those attending
' I , :
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_.t;ha.tggh&nyhe.&as serving as \asgist,arft‘*to.?resislen"t'Johnson, He had fired Peter
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