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Many'undergraduates wonde? what they will be able to do after graduation if they
major in English. We asked those who graduated in English from 1968 through 1976 to
tell us what they are doing, to let us know how they now view their major; and to
comment further as they pleased. .

. —More than four hundred have replied. We havc sifted their answers to present a
crossssection, and. to include arresting remarks. After each job description, we have given
the graduate’s initials, sex, and (where available) year of graduation. All the sesponses are
filed in the English Advisory Center, Room 345 Arjona, where students may inspect
them. By means of the durvey, we have tried to allow formcr English majors to advise
present undergraduates. ‘/ N .

Many of the replies show excellent sense; thcy ate themselves more valuable than
any summary of them would be, but the points most often-fnade wese these: R

. 1) The ability to communicate, orally and in writing, is essential in most jobs.
Classes which -encourage analytical thinking and writing develop important

-

. skills.
, 2" As well as being enjoyable and cnnchmg, -literature hclp& readers
. understand human bchavwr, which in turn assists job performapce.
« 3) .Many English majors~ should take one or more- business or tcchmcal
courses. ’ .

4)  English skills are more likely to help on the job than in getfing the job.
We thank the graduates who sent us their reports and opinions, and hope
undergraduates will find the material useful.

!

. - ' Karen Jambeck
/4 .
Richard Reynolds
. " : July; 1977 .
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e ‘ADMINISTRATION related areas. Needless to say, one ques-
‘ . . . tion was always asked of me: “How fast
VL. Buiness (55) # can you type?” Fortunately I typed 75
. : . A words per minute, which certainly im-
1. Information A}xalyst in the Retirement Plans . pressed many a personnel department and
"\,  Unit, Travelers Insurance Co., Hartford, employment agency. A college degree and

L.AAPS. (F 71): “sfxpervisor of the proce- . 75 WPM — WOW!!! Sure enough, that got

dures and training unit.” o

Being an English major was helpful in
obtaining my first job at the Travelers,
which was in the Analysis & Development
Unit — Procedures Writing, and other

ecial projects dealing with’organization: -

- Skills most useful in my job are the abilit
to synthesize, critical analysis, researcK
skills, writing clear expository prose, clear
organization.of facts and ideas and com-
munication ‘skills. English courses most

he!fﬁil were \poetry courses — analysis

and succinctness of words fo express
ideas. Any course in which term papérs
were required to develop ideas and draw
them to logical conclusions has proved
helpful to me. The world of business is

me my first job as a sales assistant with

.B.S,, Inc. (Someone suggested publicity-
related fields are in radio and TV so I hit
the television companies.) Within fivé |
months I had gained the reputation in my
department as one of the best salés
assistants there, and word $pread to
WCBS-TV  Traffic Departmery. They
needed a commercial scgeduler and I fit ~
the bill. (That’s one who schedules the
commercials in shows that the salesmen
sell to ad agencies.) By a twist of fate,
within six weeks the National Sales Coor-
dinator (the pne who *“books” the orders
placed by the out-of-town salesmen) be-
came Traffic Manager and because of my
"knowledge of National Sales from my

like no other “world" to which I've been + previous position, they gave me the job. (1

exposed. The college gradyate, ~havin " fought very, hard for it, using every

R spent four or five well protected years int argument and \:atxonahzatlon_ I' could
think of to convince my superiors that I

school, will have to adjust to working in . . ;
the, first place. Reg;rdless of the basic was the best qualified f°"‘t!‘°J°b-) There 1
¢ stayed for 2% years, .until the pressures

sKills brought to the marketplace (in other .
than technical fields), most skills are and the neurotics began to get to me. So I

learned and developed on the job over a, oo bf:?an‘looking 3'°“f‘.d‘ the company for a
number of years — with many mistakes. * ditferent sort, of position. What one must
Those who_learn from mistakes, succeed; . learn in ' the business Awo‘rld is to sell -
those whd develop a good “business oneself_.. Nq matter what job you want
sense” spcceed; all others don't. Market- (assuming that it is something you are+
able skills are great but the real testis the Can‘blf, of Ieamfng_ well) you must ,
business environment. I'm dismayed over “‘tailor” your description of your previous

.. people who feel liberal arts is a waste of. work#nd ?ducati_onal experie_nce in such a
time and money because to be well ' wa‘/ that it’s as if you are Cinderella and~
. g R
rounded and knowledgeable, ‘one must be t'h_e position you ar seeking s the gl::\ss
. exposed to different minds, &‘iffefem phil- slipper. And that’s exactly what 1 did.
‘ . , osophies. In busiriess, one ‘meets many Through the maze of the personnel de-
|

.

| people and:should be able to discuss a j‘?rtmem, 1 fo'un,d out about an opening
= variety of subjects, not just “shop.” 1 have the purchasing department as an office
| - found - that ‘many technically oriented supplies buyer. | dlf.ln_’t know a darn thing
people are limited in this respect. o about 'officé supplies, much less profes-
: . ) . sional purchasing, but I had toyed with
: 2. Buyer — Office »Supplies and Eqpipment, the ideas of buying time for an ad agency,
. » _CBS."Inc., New York, NY., RD.F. (F 72). since I had worked so long and closely
. " A brief outline of my career to date might with the sales end of media time. By using
» - prove helpful to Liberal Arts majors to- - the Ju_st.iﬁcatlon th“_‘f! were quahf‘led to.
‘ .day. When I graduated in 1972 and began - buy time, and the principles of buying are
. pounding the New York City pavement, | more or less universal (as wx_th those of
" ‘tended to lean toward the publishing field selling) then, I' was also (1ua|1fed,t.0 buy, -
(where else Should an English major seek a office supplies. .Apparently, so dida the
. ' position?). Yet I really didn’t know what Director of Purchasmlg) who offered me
the: heck [ wanted to do specifically or .t the job. ‘And that brings me to the
‘. " even what | was qualified to do. When *present. I've been b“)’l.ﬂ?, and doing a
s asked what type o?.work I -was interested very effectlvg job, too, for almost two
. in, 1 found myself answering with things years now. Pye again. reachee_i the point
. such as: 1 like'working with people; would - . . where I'm con ) mplating moving aznotth
like a people-oriented job; personal con- or two up the' corporate ladder for the
- tact, etc.; public relations, publicity- glory of greater challgnges and more ;
\il B ' . v ’ . ' 4
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. bucks (what else is new?). Withih the next
few weeks I've got appointments to meet
with some of the contacts I've made along

. the way to discuss thie possiblé opportuni-
ties for me withig their departments. And

-« once again I'll be meeting a new.challenge -
for whatever it is wérth. We’ve all got
choices to make everyday of our lives but
it is up to us to sée these choices as

* opportunities and to rseize those that
come aldng. Sometimes it is @p to us to
“-make the path toward these opportuni-
ties, and sometimes the choices we make
are not always the greatest. But nothing is
permanent unless we choose for it to be
-so. I cherish my liberal arts edication and
would’do it the very same way if | had it

‘ to do over again, (only I"d study a heck of
. alot mote than 1 did the first time!)

a~
- .

3. Director of Operations, Health Service, Inc.,
‘Medical Indemnity of America, Inc.; Chicago,
Il P.HM. (M 69): “Responsible for three
*departm¥nts of an insurance company which

. handle billing, enrollmeny, claims, inquiries,
word processing, ¢ommunications, purchas-
ing, printing, etc.” . .

I am- a businessman, and I think that-a

broad general liberal arts background is an

asset _in the business worldgbut I do not
think that being an English major was, in
itself, significant. I obtained a-Master’s in -

English mpstly for personal epjdyment

and devel?&nent, and even goy two differ-

ent compariés to reimbirse me for the s

N tuition by convincing them of the carry- )
, over into my management function. Be- >~

.cause of this type of background, T find..
“that I am the “expert” in resolving any

.+ question of wording; usage, grammar, etc,
at our company, but most of what little I

- know about the mechanics of English-is
what I have been forced into learning
independently. In, college | do not recall
receiving much good basic instruction in
this area, and wish that I had. Unless one
is_going into a field directly related to
English, 1 think the thrust of this survéy

) is, or could be, self-serving. Formal educa-

tion can be an apprenticeship via English .
majors who become English teachers, or it

can be an exercise and discipline of the

. mind, and, infrequently, both. If a mental

¢  discipline in the sense of a trainingof the
mind, then it seems that the same, result

can be obtained regardless of the major

field of study. (The axiom of getting out

of it what you put into it) I feel

. fortunate that b was able to combine 4

** hobby (readjng) with a formal program of
stydy, and occasionally, a direct applica-
tion’of this to my job. In simmation, the
muin asset which I obtained from my

>
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| . formal education in English was- that +—
learned to think better.

Personnel Interviewer for hourty paid posi-
| tions, American Thread' Co., Wi"imantig.
| D.AS. (F 76). '

! I find that I am most depeident upon

- - cammunication - skills because 1 am re-

o quiredito deal with many different people
| and situations on a daily basis. But | afso
* .utilize the organization of ideas, facts and
‘ other data with an eye for the relevant
and the significant. Expfession,.logic and
critical interpretation are equally impor-
tant skills to utilize in the work environ.
ment. To put it simply, what is most

important is the ability to think and then |,

+ to put that thought into words - to .,

' tommunicate it effectively and succinctly. ”,
This,.,l feel, is the overriding purpose ‘{or
should be) of a Liberal Arts education ~
whatever the major field of study. But it.
is thé case that the English curriculum
provides best for this. The critical stidy
of Tliterature and the emphasis upon writ-
ing force .the student.to develop skills
related to thought and expression, and

-~ . .
these, I've found, are the best tools for-
. anyone to be equipped with upon enter-
. . ing the working world. . .
§. Assistant Manager — Human Resources, Con-

2

tinental Can, International Corporation, Stam-
ford. V.E.I. (F 76): “Assistant administtatiop
of personnel department — employee bene~
fits, salaries, communications and policies
relating to interviewing.” “
Job requires acute sensitivity to' people
and’ the ability, to communicate in a
" potentially explosive situation. Believe the
' ekposure to literature provides that sensi-
«  tivity and_ heightens my ability to recog-’
*  nizé subtleties of character and expression.
The process of “paper-writing” and “dis-
cussion” forced the issue of clean expres-
sion both verbal and written. English
courses most helpful — 1. writing tutoria
for the written.skill (believe nothing,has
corrupted my writing ability more than 6
] mpntgs reading busisess letters and*'mem-
~ orandums). 2. Literature courses generally
provide the less technical knowledge gf
analytical thinking, communication skills,
_sensitivity, brganization of argument with * -
facts. I feel very.strongly that skills (not
* specific Jiterature knowledge) learned as
- an English major contributed o my em-’
ployment. However, I'thihk F was in an
unusual position in that I worked on a
" temporary basis without eithér myself or
- the company planning to hire me in my
present positidn. “ﬁ'(én the position
opened ‘ I, was a known® quantity and .
possesséd the .necéssary skills for the job:

e 4
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cleanness of exfrcssion, organization, sen-
- sitivity to people. Now, because | work in
Personnel, see all. the resumes, %cruit at
colleges, interviewapplicants, | kRaw that *
the valye of an Ehgli h>major is limited
- without further experience. 1 lucked into
a spot (it's a Management Development
Program as well) that will give me that
. experience. The skills relatéd to my train-
ing in English are skills eve yone should ,
have whether in specific fingnicejor manu-
»facturing job. but in thems l&s I recog-
. nize that those skills are qualitative: not
quantitative, and therefore not nearly as
) marketable as a more spejfic vocation.
Yet. that quantitative stuff dn be gained
through_experience on the job or f%mher

J
education. .
’ \

6. Buyer, Aerospace Machine Phrts; Pratt &

Whitney, East Hartford® J.IN. ( 70).
As 1 have somewhat exptessed, being an
English major does nog open the door to a
job such as mine — peérsonal contact did
that — but Once in the job\ the verbal
skil]s 1 absorbed as an English| major have .
helped me immeasurably.’ ] majored in *
English in college because I enjoyed read-

“——ing-and could express my own|ideas with
relative ease.’ At the time, I waq interested
in ideas — not a job, but this same study
of ideas helps me almost dailylin dealing
with people and paperwork.

7. District Manager, Danbury Times, |Danbury,
Ct., T.G.T. (M76): “Dealing with rlewspaper
boys and girls as well as their customers in

+ circulation department.”, # »
Fortunately, there will always
whose decision to major in Erngl

7a passion to express themselvet and be
impressed by those who already Have. The
economy was not the driving forde be hind
William Faulkner and Walt Whitnjan; both
would be working at McDonald}s if they
. were alive today. :

be those
sh lies in

. .
8. Assistant to Manager, Customer Service, Med-
allic Art Cofnpany, Banbury. K.H.L| (M 69).

+ I™think an overall libetal arts eflucation,

but especially literature courses and other
English courses, instill a‘sense [of confi-

.dence in a person, strengthened by feeling
“‘comfortable” with the English language,

which is a great asset in dealing with all
people.

Agent Supervisor, Connecticut Mytual Life,
) Hartford. D.L.D. (M 72): “recruitirjg, training

and developing new agents, specjal agency
/ projects.” .

The disci(fline of reading English assign-

‘ments and then understanding]their signi-
o .
g ¥
ERIC <. .
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. .
ficance has helped me much in my train-
ing functions and the communication of
ideas €5 new agents. .-
e .

10. Part-time Supervisor in University of Missouri
Medical Center Cafeteria. M.K'K. (F 76):
“sypervising’employecs.” .

Of, greatest_valuc were all kinds of litera-

turg courses, from Chaucer to the Modern

Short Story. These helped to ‘mold my

owk character apd give me a broader

insight into the ways people react. I know
that any schooling in-literature can only
be a gain for the individual. No matter
what field,you finally decide to go into,
your éxperience with other people’s writ-
ings will have affected your understanding
to some extent. Any job, however, un-
skilled, will bring you in contact with

" people: and where -else can you find

people’s natures so -exposed as in a book

or short story? With a primary base of

: literary knowledge a person can continue

, " through his or her lifetime making con-

) stant  personal improvements through.

, reading, writing, “and intelligent conversa-

tion. I would never consider my years as

— an English major as a waste, whether |

. decided 40 be a lawyer.or a farmer.

Director of Record Services, The University

of Connecticut Health Centet, Farmington.

+|R.M.H. (F 69): “Director of Medical Records

. |- 3 subsections — 30 personncl.” .

1 think poetry courses offer tremendoys

L challengt. The requirement .for cogent

analysis and disciplined examination is as

v wecessary-as for the most rigorous course
v | - in physics. Also I found helpful shors.
o prése in which one must discover the

*} .“main idea” and synthesize it and any and

all creative and applied writing courses.

v e

o =

135

f Franklin, Parks. and Recreation Dept.
3;.M.M. (M 69): “Writing- pressereleases, bro-
.ghures and speaking in frdnt of groups.” -

N <
13 Brogram\Coordinator, RetiredFenior Volun-'
er Program, Windsor County, Vt. M.Z.S. (F
6B): “Coordinates.vdlunteers with agencies
"ngeding their services.” -
Most helpfu} were litgratdre courses —
: while they were not particularly helpful in
findingja job; I felt and feel strongly that
my English background has contributed -
",+ | to my overall growth as an individual. I .
would certainly be an English major again.
I believe that undergraduate ‘school should
' 7 .. | be atime oflearning ‘many differént kinds.
of ideas in a general way. It is then
possible to pursue areas of interest a5 we
experience different aspects of life. Most

.
L .
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2, Recreation Program Coordinator, Township™ ,
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likel; not what you wanted to hear, but I
feel 1 can always-find a job. The one I
have now is particularly rewarding — the
intense ‘pleasure | have in reading and
analyzing literature is something I trea-
M surc.  * .

14. Director, Real Estate Traming Division, Golle

L.J.C. {M 70): “Develop a market for com-
pany inygeal estate- industry. Have complete

. responsi‘lﬁh’q’ﬁr marketing, product develop-

,  ment, implementation of training programs to

industry.”
English majors can got jobs — a wide
spectrum of jobs — not because of courses
like Chaucer, Milton, Linguistics, Jr wei-

because of the skills required to success-
fully complete those courses. For exam-
" ple. writing simple, very clear sentences is
essential in business; having a logical
ppproach- and. solution to*a problem. is
.~ Canother. | write self-paced instructional
» nel: my, writing must be able to commyni-
. “~carg;not-impress. In retrospect, | have
often félt the University taught me to
write Yo impress, not communicate...
(perhaps my prejudice only). My Success
to "date is owei in large part, to my
experiences as an English major. Busiggss
« cries out for the English major who can
turn a morass of inforrpation into a short,
clean—~ecasily read “product.” A good
“writer” or “editor” really is needed and
wanted. . .

15. Administrative Assistant:e_)f Personnel, Parke-

Davis & Co. MDLV. (F76). - - =
Writing courses of all natures help me to
" “handle administrative repqrts quickly, ac-
. *  .curately, and with impact.:xAs an admini-
strative assistant . to both “the *center’s
. manager and administrative se vicg mana-
verbal and writing skills. In the worM of
essential. 1 therefor¢ suggest thar your
writing courses in particular emphasize
analytical thinking, - clear expository
prose, and observance .of due dates. In
. other words, make those freshmen write
until theis pens run dry, and their type-

writer ribbons disintegrate.

ty Action Program, Inc., Danielson. J.L.W.
(M ): “Administrative position includes
grant writing, staff training, development of
poverty programs.”

I have never regretted my major in Eng:
o T,
ERIC - -

. - -

&, Holmes- Corporation, Minnéapolis, Mintt.,

sales agents and managers in real estate

ting essays on very esoteric subjects, but -

matenal for sales and management person-

.

ger, I find I must relz heavily onbegh my -

business,* diplomacy, %act, and speed are_

16. Program.Devéloper, Windham z\rea Communi- '

' -

. * . ¥
. lish. However, it is important to note that
I also concentrated on independent pro-
* jects and fieldwork while enrplled in the
Inner College Program. It was thisiexperi;
ence which has %:ad the greatest direct
impact on my.employment.

17. Administrative Assistant, LM.S,, The Universi-'

ty of Connecticut, Storrs, J.L.G. (F 74):
“Departmental Records, Purchasing Liaison.”
My business experience (jobs ranging from
Journalism — editing, writing} etc. — to
bookkeeping over a 10 year time span)
has convinced me that the essential talent
is the ability to think on one’s feet. This

aftribute takes one a lot further;itis broad .

enough —'is an excellent vehicle for
learning to think. 1 emphasize breadth,
ecauge taking courses one does not_or-

- dinarily incline to (pardon my syntax, but
" I'm writing as it comes to me) encourages
discipline and greases the mental gears. I
also found that a smattering gf history

+and philosophy increased my Gbility to”

anderstand literatyre. | know the depart-
ment shies away from required coursés,
but I° wonder if their time has not
returned. . ‘

118, Policy Rater/Administrative Assistant, Genet-
al Reinsurance Corp. E.C.B. (F 74): “Assist-
ant to underwriters in property department
and-office manager.” .

My training in English gave me the ability
to synthesize information gathered from
research into a clear concise picture and
present that picture in a logical, meaning-
ful way. I took mainly period courses in
Literature, (Shakespeare, Chaucer, Mil-

. ton.) While none of the-specific knowl-

edge 1 acquired is helpful now, I feel the

o
N background 1 acquired 'in research and
analysis needed for those courses will,
©,  always be a great help to me.
L3 N

P 0

19. Business Service Office; Supervisor Fiscal
. Control, U-Conn. Health Center, Farmington.
S.J.N. (F 69).
20. Operations Staff, Teradyne Inc., Boston MA.
J.G.O. (F 69): I do longrange planning and
wshortterm projects, and trouble-shooting in
\\:iglanufacturing environmeht.”

21. Advertising Production Manager, D. M. Read
Co., Trymbull. R.R.C. (M 70).
Would not have gotten the job that'led to
¢ - presenwposition were I other than English
major. "\ S
e . -

22. Administrative Assistant to General Manager,

Holiday Inns lhe., l{artford. P.J.L. (F 75).

.

.
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23. Administrator-Supervisor of Units for Agents’ - 420
Frifige Benefits, 'Licenses and Contracts in .
Marketing Department, Aetna Life & Casual-
ty, Hartford. BC.W. (F 71). ! 43.
24. Assistant Superyisor-of Accounts Receivable,
' Stolt-Nielsen Inc. Greenwich. FJ.I.(M7§)..
44,

25. Public Relations Representative, Hamilton
Standard Division United Technologies, Wind- <’

, sor Locks. D.SM. (F- ), 45,

26. Employment Representative, Data Terminal
Systems Inc., Maynard, MA. S.L.L. (F 72).

27. Administrative and" - Executive Secretary/
Office Manager, Northwestern Mutual Lifes

o
*

-~ ' L)
Collection Manager, First Stamford Bank &
Trust Co., Stamford. E.L.H- (M 73).

Ll
Office Mangger, Bookkeeping, Staff “Super-
vision, Atlantic Trophies & Sportswear LTD.,
Halifax, Canada. Q.W.W. (R 70).
<@ ~
Manager of,Custon:clj Services, Berlin Savings
Bank, Kensington, CT. R.F.G. (M 74). ° )
a P . ’ .
Administrative  Assistant/Analyst Trainée,
Quantitative Analysis Service, Department*of
Wertheim & Co., New York, N.Y. K.W. (F
74): )
When 1 was hired in November 1974 (at
which time the job market for- college

-

Insyrance Co., Glastonbury. §.E.D: (F 72).

28. Personnel Advisor, Industrial Relations-Spe-
alist, Pratt & Whitney Aircraft, West' Palm
~ ~ Beach, Fla. RYJ.A. (M 69).

°
-

29. Assistant Pro Shop Manager, Misamar Gold
. Course, San Diego, Ga. B.M.S. (M 71).
30. Executive Maﬁagement Train_ee,‘Sears, Roe-
_ buck & Co7; Orange. J.C.P. (F ). s
31. Manager Inventory Planning, Xerox

Educa-
tion Publications. R.V.S. (M 69). -

"' 32.Department Manager, Lord -& Taylor, Stam- <"
ford. S.L.T. (F 75). “I am responsible for the

funetioning’ of eight clothing departments.” N
3.,.{‘

46.

* 33. Assistant Office Manager, Puiﬂishers’ Design

& Production Services. M.D.M. (E73).

- g . -, .

34. Corporate Meeting Plan'ner.and Recognition
Program Coordinator, Service Bureau Co.,
(division, of G%trol Data Corp.), Greenwich.
J.E.B. (F 70).

35. Market Cobrdinator/_Promotion, M.C.

A. Inc.,
Boston, Ma. J.L.B. (F 68). .

P
36fManager, furniture department, Toy. Chest,
West Hartford. .M.A. (M 75).

37. Sales Manager, Mutual of New York, Provi-
dence, R.I. DH. (M 68)."“Recruit, train and
develop a sales force.” roee

Gi '\ "
, Cin-*

ager, G. Fox, Waterbury.

- 47,

"
!

48.

38. Executive Assistant, Production Control
amon Associates Inc., Brookline, Ma.

39. Department Man
FC. (M78).

‘

% .

40. Assistant Manage'r/Personnel Sapervisor, S&S5,
Arts & Crafts, Colchester. C.F.C. (M 74).

t,a(i’hte,

F72).

N

41.‘chai Secretary, Rudy, ﬁapopor 49.

»San Francisco, Calif. C.F.M. (

“ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

@

§

y .

rads was not very optimistic), my posi-
"%a%was secretarial/administrative in na-
ture’. | was fortynate, however, in that my
employers believe strongly in advancing
many of their employees to more challeng-
ing . positions. Consequently, my duties
have changed to a great extent in a little
over two years. | am being trained within
my department to_learn the technical
.work used for forec?sting-pr'icés; and | am
beginning to have direct contact with
some of our clients regarding our thoughts
on the market, ‘stoeks, etc. I'am also bein
trained to market our serv’ice,@and the oral
presentations which I meptioned in the
questionnaire are keys in' this” area. My
employerse also think that an M.B.A.
would be most helpful in broadenjng my
background, and at this tilme I am serious-” >
ly considering enrolling. in an M.B.A.
~program-in the evenings. -
Loan Department. Managet & Assistant Trea, -
surer, C.E.A. (M ): “Loan officer and de- -
partment administrator for operations, West-
port Bank & Trust, Westport, CT.” * .
As l-said,.I value the degree. Direct links -
to a field such as banking aren’t apparent
A
readily. My work in the M.B.A. program
was easier for the skills I derived’as an
Enslish major. [ think reports I develop
and write are better-fq:'thg)se skills.

Account E;ecutivé, Wilson, Ha'fgh't, & Welch. ~
TP.R. (F 74)% Co~
Area Supervisor (in'Chargc of Five-
McDonald’s Cor
70).

Stores),

p., Westwood, Mass. J.C.B. (M
. - ?f"z(‘, '

I strongly feél that my commuaicative

skills are essential to my performafice as a.
supervisor of 15 management peo le and
over 20¢ crew people. A English back-

‘ < - N had

ﬁround, althoufgh ot necessary in the .
evelo ment o these skills, is helpful in

the re iiement of them.

President, NRDA Inc. (Mana
ing Firm). A.B.Z. (M 68}, -~
. R )

gement Cohsult- !

»
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50. Acgount Executive}Commodity Trader, Mer-

.rill Lynch, New York, N.Y. WAM.,(M 73). .

: SL.Produc.tion .COntrolw"Expeditbr, Wat‘er‘bury
Farrel, Cheshire, Ct., D.A.P. (M 72). -

52. Systerfis Assistant, Travelers Insurance Co.,
Hartford, M.P.H. (M 74). .

P I enjoyed nearly every course I‘took at

: " UConn. Many riew worlds'were opéned to

me — many more than I will ever be able

to explore as fully as I wish. The discayer-

. ies- that gxcited me most (William B%e,

-t Samuel Johnson, Alexandér Pope, jolin

' Milton, Geoffrey Chaucer, and others) —

and my old friend William Shakespeare —

came from the field of English. I chose

the field as a major because it was the one

that interested me the most. 1 had no idea

in the world what 1 would do with it "

except enjoy it.

. Ever though I found it necessary to get
further specialized education in otder to
find a job, I don’t regret having chosen
English as a major. A business major
might have been a-benefit in getting my
first job — which 1 mi%ht or might not

have liked — but the benefits of majoringin |

Jthat which truly interested .me will be
with me for the rest of my life. -
» >

A

' §3. Associate Underwriter; Evaluation of Life In-"

surance Applications, Connecticut Mutual
3 Life Insurance Co., Hartford. E.P.S. (F 72).

.'54. Purchasing Manager, Millipore Corporation,
Jaffrey, New Hampshire, MK.S. (M 74):
¢ “Responsible, for procurement of all manufac-

¢ turing raw materiabs.2
" Written and oral communication skills
extremely important in negotiating con-
tracts, etc. Personnel recruiters impressed

with “b‘road background.” .

*

This particular company net looking for

think, communicate, and develop struc:
tured interpretation qf.great utility.”
1

55. Executive Trainee, Bloomingale’s, New

‘York, N.Y. S.T.G. (F.75).

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION: ELECTIVES RE-
COMMENDED BY GRADUATES. As_tg'_jsk indicates
frequent mention. ’
*Psychology .
MSociology )
*Speech

*Journalism . — //

Art-Design & Layout ~ . s
‘Broadcasting )
*Business Courses ~ . .
*Management ;

ERIC

A i o providea vy e |4

,*WORK E
TIME

“tunnel vision” type specialists. Ability to .

, £ - ;

: .
’ counseling. ¢

A :
Finance

*Atcounting :

Statistics . .

*Business Administration
Marketing ¢

Advertising

Contract Law

Business Law

a X

. T)’Plng . . ) ,

Bookkeeping
‘PcrsonnefManagemcnt .
JIndustrial Management
Data Proces§ing »
Computer Programming

Al

[ . @

1I. GOVERNMENT
*1. Director of Community Serviges:  Massachu-
setts Association for the Blind, Brookline,
MA. F.AW. (F 68): “Stafewide services to
blind people — volunteer administration, bud- .
geting, community rcsou?Ccs.” .
. My hnswer to “English majors don’t get
- jobs” would be “not true” — with a fgw
ualifying words,..I capifalized:on other
+skills (v,o%untccr Jbackgrdund and proven
success as President of Gamma Sigma
Sigma which, then had a membership of
. more than *100) but my English major
.provided certain skills that contributed to .
“successful accomplishment of,my job. I
have norregrets for that chdice, In fact,
should 1 ever go back to school fot a
master’s degree, I would choose English —
for fun;*for practicality, Business Admini-
stration!! s )

’ RS

2. Claims Representative Trainee, Social Secuti- |
ty Administration. M.F.T. (M 76).

I3

3., Alcoholism Ccunselor, V,A. Alcohol Program;
v VZA, Hospital, West Haven: REW. (F 69):
“Primarily responsible for written records,
reports, verbal reports, etc. of patients, plus

You can probably tell, but I was very
bitter coming out of college trying to get
. a job' I was lucky and woerxkcd my way up
through experience. Universities don’t
teach you how to think and that’s unfor-
tunate — they teach you how to get
grades and how .to gyess on a multiple
choice exam and the teachers impress you

AN B

L 4 .
XPERIENCE — PART TIME OR FULL .
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.’

and you try to impres§ them. It’s too bad
‘but the luxury of 4 years “off” studying
does not prepare’ you for aﬂob or life or

pco(flc. Don’t “focus on how to win
\ students for the English Dept.; focus on
reajity. . .

{

4. Liquor Control Inspector; State of Connecti-
~ cut. SFH. M72). :
5. Executive Director, Marin Association for
Retarded Citizens, San Rafael, CA.B.C.C. (M
69): “Administrative Head of Agency -serving
mentally retarded persons.”

6. Associate Producer, Strasonburgh Planetarium
of the Rochester Museurn and Science Center,
. Rochester, NY. F.C.B. (M 71): “Responsible
for .production & presentation of school,
pre-school & publig planétarium shows.”

\ L4
GOVERNMENT: RECOMMENDED ELECTIVES

' *Psychology ’ ‘
*Sociology a ¢
Astronomy "

4 ok
VOI\gntcer Wo;k ) "W “ ) ..
t - o o , ¢
L ' -
' ?
I11. SCHOOL (13) - . CL e

1. Assistant Dean, Schobl of Business Admini- -

stration, The University of Connecticut,
Storrs. A.L.H. (F 70): “Administrator, advi-
sor, coordinator of programs, etc.”

- I thifk that my “training” in Englith was
most beneficial; it taught me to get'to the
root of an idea or problem and to
organize'a solutiptt or interpretation. The
“solution” had "to be both jprecise and
concise, and it had to be presented in an

‘ acceptable manner. C

Thosé types of skills are necessary for all
administrative positions, and $udents can
apply that training fo other vocatiogal
areas. I find that I have learned to think
. through a 'problem and outline a good
organizational approach to a possible solu-

tion., ) .

In addition, the divcrse.‘rcadink requirad
of an Enﬁlish major acquaints one.with all
types of human problems. If one encount-
ers these' problems in his vocational set-
ting, he is able to understand-and, perhaﬁs,
to cope with human foibles because of his
litérary encounters. *

. , R

r ® .
2.” Veteran’s Director, Cheparral Career College,

Tucson, Arizona, T.B.A. (M 70): “Counseling,
Q : . :
ERIC L

. . * - e

. . *

N
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°

Admissions, Admipistrative stuff.”
* I agree with the statement, “Many bfour
raduates do find job¢ calling for the skills
sarned by English majors...” No question
about it. Communication is crucial esno
matter what one does, and generally,.
English majors communicate better than
most. However, the sad reality is that
prospective employers-do not go bananas
over English majars. If a-student’s ap-
. proach to a college education is specifical-

) Fy’toe prepare for employment, 1 would
not recommend majaring in English If
he/she wants a good education, majoring
in English is a gréat way to go. Majoring in
English is an excellent way to prepare for
gcaduate school ~ no matter what field.
- ~

3. Assistant to Assistant Director of Housing,

Eastern Connecticut State College, Williman-

tic. J.E.B. (F 76):. . ° .
I am very pleased with my decision to get
a BA in English because it gave me the |
freedom “to follow things I wanted sto
pursue. Every class I’ve participated in
had. something unique' — a different per-
spective — any '::Lss that dealt with .
writing od communicating verbally was
probably the’most helpful to me. The
most important skill the English Dept.
could give®any student is the ease and
confidence to communicate — because if
fyou can communicate you can get any
job. ) o

4. Resident Counsclog, Worcester State ‘College;
Worcester, MA. G.F.E. {F 71): “Responsible
for admigistration programming and counsel-

- ing of 482 undergraduates, apartment style .-
dorm.” .

. - . N N

5. Counselor for High Schaol Students (Human
Relations),] Monroe Builds Con;municit\lon,
Monroe, CT. P.F.C. (M 72).

6. Assistant to Director, Academic Development  *
Resource Center, Bowling Green Statg Univer-
sity, Bowling Green, Ol%io. B.HK. M 69):
“Develop biEliographics, proofreading, devel-
opment of computer systems and programs,
supervise employees.” ‘

I have also found that a degree in English
from, UConn, even on the BA Icyj, is
- respected. ) ‘a

- .

7. ' Assistant Dean for Residential Life/Area Cg-
\ ordinator, Rider College, 'Lawrenceville; NJ.
C.J.P. (F75). « ‘

.
(3

8. Assistant to Dircctpr of Graduate AJ’ issions,
The University of Connecticut, Storys. M.B.B.
* (P74). ! 0

9. University, Educational Assistant, Torringtons
Campus, The University of Cannecticut, Tor-




1 3
rngton. S.M.BP. (F 69): Office and Personnel

Manager, Public Relations.
,

lO.Adn;inistrativc Aide, Graduate School, The
Whniversity of Connecticut,-Storrs. M.G.L. (F

3 .

71).
+ 11,Academic Counselor — Student .pcrso’nncl,ﬂ
Emerson College, Boston, MA. SJ.W. (F 74):

1 am‘stLl eopvinced thas English is an
excellént major for preparation into sever-
al fields. Not only does it prepare one well
for specialties of all sorts (i.e. law, oli-
tics, etc.), English 2lso teaches one to
reason and synthesize information.

12.Director of Studént Affairs, Ethel Walker
* School, Simsbury! BW.D.(F 74): “In charge
of discipline, all student activitiés, scheduling
of all campus events, dormitosies, housepar-
* ents, Senate and Judiciary Cominittees -and ~
school elubs.” - ) -

* 1 find shat my training in English has
helped ime to organize my thoughts in my
head and on paper. But most importantly,

°jt has helped me to think rationally and
perceptively as 1 deal with people and
problems.

0 -

13. Public Affairs Assistant, Office “of Public
Affairs, University of California at Santa
Cruz. L.J.R. (F 74): “Media (radio/TV) cor-
respondence and relations; press news « re-
leases,” + ¢ . .
The_entire discipline of the English lan-
guage itself, was a fundarhental assistance
— not only in acquiring my job, but in
effectively living the sometime chore of
s Living. That's If You Ask Me.
"SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION:
RECOMMENDED ELECTIVES:

L)

*Education Administration
Student Personnel
Céunseling -
&uidance
*Psychology
Mathematics
History
Stress Reduction

Grievance Prevention and Handling -
Self-Defense ’
Speed Reading

» 4 L

BUSINESS

“~
j. STOCKBROKERS (5)

C 1R

1

1. Stockbroker, Merrill, Lynch, Piesce, Fenher &

Smith. A.SK. (M 72) ’

* English was helpfil in so far as the ability .
to communicate was helpful. 1 enjoyed
the courses immensely; even thougi': the
topics were not pertinent to my career,
they enabled me to be well rounded:

¢

>

' ¢

2: Account Executive, Merrill, Lyach Inc., Stam-
. ford. K.M.T. (M 74): “Investment counseling,
selling stécks and bonds.”
My B.A. in English together with parttime
studies in business {M.B.A.> tandidate,
parttime evenings) and my track record as
a salesman has made me a reasonably
good job candidate. The English degree
_ simply tells an employer that you' are
well-rounded.

9

Employers lpok for college grads that at
least have a foundation in the basic
procedures of the business world. -

3. Brokerage Assistant, Paine, ‘Webber, Jackson
& Curtis, Boston, MA. SM:W. (F 68) “In
charge of prospecting for 2 brokers, writing
proposals, computer work, special projects, .
customer setvice.”
English was not the major factor,.but
helpful in gctti:F ‘my job — my work

background was also a factor.

4 «

[ 4

’

4. Stockbroker, EF. Huttén, NYC. J.D.E. (F
72): “Buying and s‘elling.” *

5. Business Analyst, Dun & Bradstreet, Inc., W.
Hartford. AP.B."(F 75): “L write credit
> reports on Hartford area businesses.”
Although English was a thoroughly enjoy-
able major, I might have studied econom-
. ics and accounting*which would help me
now. Since most jobs are found in-%usx-\
®ness, I would recommend that Engli
majors minor in business, beefing up'their
program with the above, plus marketing
* courses. ’

<

-

STOCKBROKERS;: .

RECOMMENDED ELECTIVES:

*Business Courses

Psychology
conomics

*Accourlting

Sociology

11. SALES (19)

1.: Insurance
" 78).
When I “first™started at UConn in 1966,

» there was a serious shortage of qualified
English’ teachers in Connecticut, Within
only three years, this shortage became & °
surplus. °

§'alt‘:sman (sclf—cmpioycd).].C.H. M

-

k3
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I would advis¢ younger students to bear in, ..
,mind that as a foundatich for further
studies, English excels in ‘preparing the
student with a desired, well-rounded back-
ground, suitable: for adaptation into al-
most any occupational category. By itself,
as a goal, however, frequently it is not
s ecij%(: enough/ for many ﬁs\(l:s I believe,
tﬁough, that the English major can adapt
himself more readily to his situation than
someone with a focus education, such as
chemistry, biology, math,’or engineering®
Special Risks Underwriter, Continental [hsur- *
ance-Companies, New York, NY, D.T.L. (M
76): “Profitable selection of premiums ovér

*.$100,000 per year.” '

Written and verbal communicatiot are
essentials in my job.- ,

The capacity to analyze situdtions, peo-
ple, and statistics are all equally impor-
_tantand"were developed as an English
~ major by constant analysis of patterns,
trends, restatement of motifs, themes, etc.
Consequently, 1 am_now able to distill ‘a
*situation or (altho(gﬁ it sounds horrible)
a person down to a few extremely impor-
.tant Points, providing me with a solid base
with which to enter into negotiations.

Expository writing, the Modern Novel,
the British Novel and the Short Story
have been the most helpful. They together
taught me analysis ind expression of the
ideas gleaned from that analysis.

Group Field Representative for Travelers In-
surance Co., M.L. (F 75): “I segvice and sell -
group insurance benefits to employers for
their employees. The actual sale is.'generally
made By the insurance agent. I help her/him
prepare the presentation.”” - ) .
I believe that iny ability to express myself
was' my principal asset in' my job inter:
views; an® ability that was .thoroughly
exercised in my class disclissions and
writing assignments as an English major.

I would.suggest that a liberal arts student
who is contemplating a business career
consider taking a few courses that involve
debating afd public speaking. My job
requires quick thinking and 1 regret that I
am not better prepared to~think on my
‘feet. The ability to defend one’s position
is invaluable; one must be able to.do this -
- with ‘relatgle ease. 1 would say that any
course in® which the student has the
oppertunity to present and defendhis or
her ideas would “prove helpful in any job.
For business parposes, lecture courdes are
not particularly usefdl. The morel self-
assertiveness and SCI(‘COnﬁdCﬁCC a st
can gain in college, the easier the transi
tion to the working world will be.

Aruntoxt provided by Eic:

.

< -
. 4. Computer Systenis Sales Representative for

%

* W

>

ang Laboratories, Inic., R.A.G: (M 70):®
Poetry was an'important course because it
emphasized analytical skills teaching you
.“to think.” * )

I erder to play the “paper game” that -
many cnjployers secek, especially irr to-
day’s job market, combined liberal arts/
‘business major shpuld ome .about. For
example, a jegrce in English, Psychology,
Sociology/Marketing or Business Admini-
stgation wquld be very helpful and realis-
tic, es(recially since so much of business is
related to the Behaviotal Sciences. °

3 . + . . 0 .
- 5. SalesAccountant Representative for Magne-.

aphics, CM.G. (F 69): “Microfilm from

Z)mputer output.” -

.
.
-t

I think English departments do®a great
disservice to their studgnts — they prepare
them for nothing. Of cotirse, fmlove
English and English majors and if ever |
become an employer, I'll give an English

. major a job. But .what a way to get a job.
Certainly, *English majors are intelligent
and able people and they will succeed and .
fail as others do..But theirs is  long hard
road. Ultimately and primarily the_,f‘have
to rely on their individuality, personality,
ambition, ability to change, adapt and
learn. The "fact that they are English - .

majors is secondary. =, N

Perhaps it is eviderit to some. people that
English majors can become agsistant edi-
tors, proofreaders, researchers, buyers,
etc. But a Jot of us who attended UConn
are from low income families. We have no,
Jole models to follow, no aunts, uncles or
even friends who are professors, editorial
assistants, writers, etc. Before an English- =
major can become .an editor or proofread:

er, etc. — he has to Rnow thatirch a thing

.

exists.* -~ s | :

- 6. Personal Lings Underwriter for Homeowners

s

an

Marine Insurance, Aetna Ihsurance Co.,

” Southfield, Mighigan. S.S.M. (F-70)."

7. A

English was helpful for my initial job put
of UConn and this initial job served as a
_stepping stong to better jobs.

o

. . L B
ssistant Contract Underwriter, Group 'Con-

vtract for Travelers Insurance' Co., Hartford.

M

er.

D.R. (M 75). ‘ R .

hd .
H

YN

8. CorForate Sales"Analyst for Connect.icut'Cen- N

e Insurance Company, Pension Sales

- ‘and . Employee Benefit, . Portland, Mainc.

w

*9. Outside shles Represefitative for Kennedy .
Business Machines, Palo Alto,.CA.-L.EM. (M L

KJ.(M69). , . ;

¢

. 75)+- Calculators, typewriters, dictation equip-

- m

. N

ent and photocopiers.

13
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10.Field Representafive for C.E.T.A.. New

ll.Salcsma;. Burke Realt)g

i '
12. Sales Represengative for wholesale

.

Brunswick, NJ. S.A.A. (M 68).

Storrs. T.P.L. (M
Jrorre,

70): Sell houses. \

bicycle

company. S.K.S. (M 76).
I feel my background ‘in English was a
definite asset in this line of work, especial-

. ly in trying to communicate to new
customers.-

13. Fourth Key — A §emi-M:inégerial.quition in

]

Retail Sales, Dress Barn, Groton, M.Y.L. (F
75). ' )

E

. -¥ . v
14. Cigarctte Salesman for American Tobacco

15. Salesman for Keebler,-C

Co., New York, NY. M.K.M. (M 75).
| credit my communication ability mostly
to my college training. All of them —
every course helped. -
—~—
6.
M.L.R. (M 74).

’

" 416. Auto Parts Courtersalesman and Driver, Jeff-

- co Auto Supply

, Lakewdod, CO. M.JG. M
75). ; . \ :

- " 17.Men’s Suit Salesmﬁ. G: Fox & Co., Meriden.

SALES: " “
RECOMMENDED ELECTIVES

*Accountifg

*Math

Finance
Economjct

Logic

Sociology
Anthroplogy

D.C.M. (M.72).
4

¥

4
o» A

-

-~

a

*Speech ~ ,

Theater . i
*Psychology
. Qor'nmunicafiong

-iIl. Computers _(4) »

4., Branch, Control Manager; Xerox Corporation,

13

K.L.S. (F 69): In charge of computer opera-
tions, financial and business forecasting, in-
ventory control, and delivery. Also, commis-
sion adjustment. . Lo
I don’f know what major would have been
more helpful, than angJEnglish major, since
all training needed wa’ given by Xerox,
o ORI i’
Computer Operator for National Fire Protec:
tion Association.-A.H.P. (M 76).
n spite of the relatively’dismal outlook
for English grads, or'liberal drts grads in
general, I#feel that such an education may
have its justificatiorf later in carcer life.
2

o Framing'ham,’.;MA. .

3

L]
4.

Generalists make good leaders because of .
the breadth of their academic visio:?(Onc
of the paradoxes-of teday’s job market is
that generalists are des abflc as leaders,
but hiring firms will only-take on special-
ists.) English grads make géod leaders
becalise of their polished written and
verbal communication skills. In fact, I saw
one set of statistic§ which placed superior

.

business and marrying the boss’ daughter
as-an indicator of career achievement. The
. problem then, is to get a toehold in the
working world. Adaptability and compro-
mise are essential. I'feel that an English
major who also cultivates his E&~her
abilities in other, presently more market-
able areas, stands a good chance of finding
a good job. . :

Senior ‘Systems Programmer/Analyst, Finan-
cial Information Systems for Pratt & Whitney.
VS.R. (F 71).
The most useful English skills «are basic
writing skills which are used in preparing
reports ;uzd docurqcntation.

Systems Analyst, Designs Computerized Soft-
ware Applications for Aetna Life. J.A.S. (F°
68). . . .
Since I design systems which others cre-
ate, the clear presentation of fatés and
logical processes is most important.

- COMPUTER-RELATED FIELDS:

RECOMMENDED ELEGTIVES:

Psychology

Speech

*Math .
*Science
Computer Science

*Logic

Sociology .
Electrical Engineering

1.

¢

-

_IV.Secretarial (16) and Clerical (20). , .

English skills just behind being born into a . )

»

Secretary/bookkeeper, ABC Music Center;

“Los Angeles. L.M.G. (F 69). -
English courses which taught, me to think
helped most.

Rl .

It was very disappointing to graduate

‘college with a_ big dream and have -the

hard face of reglity « ‘“no working experi-

ence — how fast can you type? — do you

. take shorthand?” defeat you. Ng -one

would employﬁ e. I was trying to enter
Advcrtising/P.l{fn %

fered a job. It was solely because, the

. Direcror of the Advertising Dept. had it in

= mind to run ¢ training program rather

\‘1 LY N - s o
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“RIC ~ : - Lot

EK < «;‘ N . - € v .

N 3 °, . IR . %
- i £ . » 3 .
3 . e . R
- v 3 [

when 1 wag finally of- -

N




’

than use experienced individuals, which *
¢+~ everyone else wanted. Once employed,
my Enghs'h writing skills were very valu-
able writing advertising copy. While there
I‘became office ‘manager of ‘the depart-
ment and thereby'learned managing sEills

“Point being, I am still pleased I majored in

English but as far a¢ getting a jobs it hasn’t

. helped at all. A B.A. in English is worth
zero in the working world. Experience is

.+ what they want and college Enghsh

doasn’t give you that. Once employedit

car}help you to keep the job and'do well
but it never got me ‘employed

2 Clerk/typlst Nuclear Publrcatrons Dept., Gro-
- ton,CT. JEB. (F75). “

My supervisor hired me with the hopes

that 1 would enter the field of technical

writing. In the meantime, he hoped I

would be able to assist some of the writers
. . o e

with their writing.

for a technical writing job in my depart-.
ment but I declined. I took the, job as

* secretary fo this writing group because I
wanted to have some insight info™techni-
cal writing before 1 became involved in it

" myself. Pve.found the Work highly techni-

> ¥ cal and dry. I'plap to try for a job in some
+ publishing house or in some field other

i

than this type ofwrrtrng -
Sk

¢
3. Secretary to Program, Director, Health Sys-
tems Agency, Waterbury. P.C.F. (F 74). -
~«  This job is a stopggp. I am still struggling
to get my own ;gctron published. But 1
needed $ row. Unfvrtunately, job ands
family leave little time to write.

4, Medlél\Secretary, Hartford S.J.D. (F 76):
Usefil skills: 7being exposed to many
-different life styles- amr value systems®
through literature. -

-~

5. Secretary and Import/Export Assistant, Mit-
sZr & Co., Chicago. P.H.S.M. (F 74). .
My Japanese employers thought my Eng-
lish background. wm/x}d prove useful. -

-As,a secietary for a Japanese employer, I
am engaged in many different aspegts of

business-purchasrng, accounting, and in ., .

“¢- tie main traffic. My English’background
has certainly been, helpful. At the same

- tirme, ‘T wish I had had more training in .
some of the practical aspects of business, I
think a course should be devised for*
busmess Enghsh or English in its pracncal

traffic, includibg basic math, basic geogra- |~ -

phy<and- research for new products. I\

PR

I've betn asked/to submit an apphcatl’g'

’ .

check and revise’the Japanese salesinen’s .

letters, which are generally drrected at
American business.

- —

" 6. Secretary, Spécifications Dept Fletcher- -
Thompson, Inc..Bridgeport. L.C.S. (F 75).
English majors should be required to-take
. courses in Journalism, Speech, Advertising.
or some related field in order to obtain
positions once they graduate! Lack’of |
. such-a background prevented me from
obtaining a job in a communications type
.of “1ndustry »e

h ]

7 Secretxy/Receptromst Commumty Center,

Providepce. S.L.S. (F 74). -
+I was*no more fit to encounter the y/orld-
than a two- -year old to cross a street. Once
the degree; in hand4 the graduate w1|l
.+ rarely be given an opportunity to. ’
press” himself. ,

8. Administrative Secretary, United Negro Col-
lege Fund, Inc. GMG. (F ).
I am able to express myself on paper -
when [ have the opportunity.

S\egre?ary, Goshen, CT. LK.LP.AF 75).
The' poetry course 1 took was quite
helpful in analysrs and creative wrltrng
I've lost m§ “fear of the blank page” and
can expresg my ideas easrly and clearly.

e {

- - . . g
1. Teller for Putnam Trust Co., Greenwich.
EMDB(F 76). X

My training in English, plus Dramatic Arts
gave me the confidence to e (press myself
in private and condyct myself in public...
"My “superiors” thought Tennessee will-
iams sang country music. N
TN .
2. Aécount Clerk 11 for town of North Kxngston, —
RI:, Pre-audit (accounts payable). “My .jo
N Jncludes -getting all bills ready, to be palg
limited amount of bookkeepirig . and’ record .
_keeping; serye as an assistant cashier.”
I was able 8 organize my - credetials and
present them'to my perspective employers
with coherence and« coandence, S

Enghish-is a fantastic base upon which to o
~ build a career! Feople who can_ or%amze

thoughts, and express them well, are.
,appreciated in the business world. For
example‘ ~being able to write “persuasive
letters is extremely important in an
business_situatiom.: These are the peop’le
who will ke offered the promotlonmn the
long run. o B

&.- e - 14 - - et
. : o
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3. Accounts Payable Clerk- for Uni“versity of ?
Mass. B.C.A. (F 74).

The’ability to write clearly and accurately

is valuable. Since the people I work with

know I am an English major they usually

ask me if they have any questions con-

. cerning spelling, sentence structure, etc.

when composing business ICW-
ing reports, and I have found thes e
skills l;}’u:lpful in writing business letters
myself. -

I have unfort_unately‘,\ also found that
English majors, as such, don’t get jobs.
However, I am beginningfto'believe in the
original idea of a college graduate as a
well-rounded intellectual with a broad
liberal “arts backgrpound who then can go
i «gut into the jbb market not with one
“Specific employment skill, but rather the
capability to learn rapidly whatever neW
skills might be needed and to acquire and
assimilate the necessary kno lcggc to go
with them. English is; for all the reasons
outlined aboye, 3mong others, an especial-

do all of this.
r Plainfield Greyhoﬁnd Park.

Manager for Greenwich Hospital Association
5.C. (F75). :
. I felt my/ English major was important not .
because (it opened J'oors, but because no
s were closed to me. I had very great
in chgBsing a place. My degree is
respected without Jt limiting me. °

. Supervisor of Billing Dcpartn{cnt for Unitron
Instruments, Inc., Garden City, NY. A.E.C. (F
76): Handle, b; ling and accounts receivable.

. File Clerk for Jewett City Trust Co Jewett
City, CT. K.BE. (F 75).

-

. Office Clerk for Marine Management Systems,
Inc., Stamford, CT. D.L.G, (F776).

. Registfar for Marketing Tfaining Tor' Data
General Corp., .Southboro, MA. L.W.S. (F
72). - - B
v
} Production Inspection for Timex Corp., Mid-
“\dlebury, CT. C.MM. (F 74).
* » ~

. Cashxl for Commission on Special Révenue,
State of Connecticut. L.S.P. (M 69).

- S v .
12.Coder, Yale University, L.B.K. (F 72): “Code .
and Classify oncology patients.”

’ e, .y .
13. Pasteup Artist for News Pubhshm%‘, Stratford,
CT., C.J.H. (E,74): “Put together ads for

Q “5anish newspaper.”

ERIC
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14. Field Represegtative for State of Connecticut,
Department of Community Affairs, Hartford,
CT, V.A'F. (M 68).

»

15. Trainee in Government Health lnst\xrinc‘c Stu-
dy, "family unit tracking service, Glenn
Slaughter & Associates, Oakland, CA., J.H.V.

- (F76). T

»

16. Student Loan Processing & Servicing for
Central Bank for Savings, Meriden, CT.,
V.LA. (F 73).

-17. Order Processor, Roll Form Products, Boston,
MA,,'AF.G. (F75).

-~ -
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/' GRADUATE SCHOOL (22)

[y

The replies’ in this category are from. people in
raduate school now. Presumably these students will .
ﬁok for work dn-their graduate fields, among which . .,
are English, Frc;jyl, African Languages, Comparative\ ' - 3
Literature, Computér Pfogramsiing, Nutritional Bio- o

chemistry, Plant _Science, Business Administration,
Public Administration, Educational Psychology Spe- .
cial Education, Ceunseling, and Paralegal.. Ll

- £ -
. Candidate for M.B.A., Northeastern, Boston, MA.
J.B.P. (F 76). ‘
I was accepted primarily becauseof my libergd) “\
arts background, since Northeastern wishes to
graduate well-rounded studénts into the busi--
ness world.

.

V

- :&-
“w B R o, 1
TR LABOR (23)
- Few -people “in- thisvcatcgory feel they ,are- using - .
EnglisE skills in" their work, but some replies are,

worth quoting. The jpbs held by this group are baker,
barterider (four, alf female), security guard (two,
male), shipper, ‘extruder, projectienist, landscaper,
cable, inspector, control monitot, tall collector, far-
mer, bus driver, ice cream man, mailhandler, carpen-
tér, part-time housecleaner, chauffeur. ’ ) )

1. Bartender, Brooklyn, CT. C.A.L: (F 74).

* There are absolstely no job proSpects for me.
My education was an expensive frivolity,
whigh is still costing me while 1 earn $2.50 an

o éour. I'd never advise this field.-

N >
-

“~
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Extruder operator, The Rockbestos Cg., New
Haven, PM. (M ). _ '

At least 1 learned to print clearly on my time
card so that Payroll doesn’t bollux up my
check.

. s
»

Bartender, Grand Teton f5d
K.T.H. (F74) ‘ ) ‘
I tried a job in"NY City — proofreading for
the American Society ‘of Civil Engineers., but
found the work monotonous. I was fresh out
of college — and made the wrong job choice®] _
left Connecticut and wound up in, of all
N Elaces, Jackson, Wy., 4 resort town. I'm

ge> Moran, Wyomingt.

appy here, and have no immediate plans for
leaving. 1 read a great deal, keep up with
contemporary literature, and review the clas- -
sics. I am a bartender, true, but I have never
regretted it. As long as | kcei) my mind alive -
to new people and ideas, I will never feel what -
I do is a waste. I do, however, have « plaque
over my bar, that says. “For this' I went to
four Jears of college?” -

a

o e~

4. Toll collector, State of Connecticut

C.LC. (F 76). \
It may seem trivial to elaborate on nonrelated
job aspects of my English training, but I
strongly feel that I worE to earn 4 living and
what I do with my leisure time is most
impditant, to my personal development. Why
not polish the growth of living?

]

Montville.
»e

I shink it is foolish to expect to do immedi-.
ately that which takes time, learning ‘and
Practice to achieve. I think you should try to
convey this message to students’in the Hu-
manities. Some must ply the trades, some
teach, some write, but eyeryone must be what
they are. Time and investigation will eventual-
ly pay off in the job market, but patience is
the haidest virtue to learn. *

N

The University is-just a-beginning in‘a lifetime -
of working *and learning and what’s to be
expected of a beginning is that it lead you
glsewhere. =,

N

\

-

Ice Cream Man, K & H Ice Cream
C.RB '(M76). , . .
The skills devélgped in English are required in
virtually any job in any field. Thérefore, I
would advise yofi to stress the fundamental
skills ~ reading, writing, critical thinkinF, etc..
o7 that students acquire in English classes,
3 %kills that form the foundation af the'students’
tuture development, professionally and a¥ an
indiviJual.“.ng‘ay’s average ‘student is far too
worried about the economic environment to
major in a field that does not guarantee a cash
return upon graduation: Education for the-
sake of education seems to be considered a
— luxurious iddulgence by many of.my peers.
Perhaps they are.correct. I regret that you are.
- put, in the position of. having .to. sell. the *

, Providence.
i

3

-
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English*curriculum, How can you justify=the
study of literature in ,tefms of dollars and
cents? The payoff is personal, but it-can be
very fulfilling and help to elarify one’s own
position in the world..

- By the way, I shall be returning to the
University in the Fall in order to get certified .
to teach.<The line is already around the block, i
two or three times... . ’ :
. e
Bartender, Jesse’s Restaurant, Hanover, NH.
K.EE.(F).-
I paid for my eduqation at UConn and I never
thought of it as an investment that would
yield direct financial results. Any degree in
the humanities is. valuable for what it gives
you as a person. I think, English especially
gives‘a person an expanded outlook on life.
Also the reading habits which he develops are
something that ohe can continue to use
throughout one’s life! My undergraduate de-
gree in English was really just a beginning of
my “studies,” I}l probably continue to read
and “study” for she gest .of my life. It’s a
source of enjoyment, enlightenment and re-
laxation. .

K

]

Perhaps some people would consider this a
real luxury to be able to look at a college
education in this way, but I think too many
people, especially at UConn, have lost sight of
education for its own sake or indeed any kigd
of liberal education. Even the people. who
created this questionnaire have that orienta-
tion — How has your English degree paid off?

~< $38!! Nonsense! My education has helged me
and that’s the most important thing there is.

'

. >
Chauffeur, Drive Yoir
‘W.H.B. (M 75). . )

I am presently awaiting "replies Mlaw
_schools' (where my English backgfound will === _
“help immensely)..."The ability to communicate
is an invaluable asset which one has for life. It .
may not pay off immediately but will in the -
long haul. . - I

Car Service, Westport.

2

»

LAW (22y-and MEDICINE (3)
. - :/‘,’. h .
L. Lawyer, Morgan, Moukawsher & Willetts,
New London. D.L.H; (M 72). T
" “Ability to read and write are’ valuable !n g
many fields and exposuré to the humanis-
tic perspective’ which pervades literatures |
-« v, I8 sto my mind, invaluable and important *
. if .those of us who do succeed and find
ourselves influencing lives and events are
" to act with wisdom and considerition. '

<

°
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2, Lawyet, Strerch Lang, Weeks, Cardon &
“ French, Phoenix, AZ. ].M.F. (F 74). .
_ I can honestly say that my Enghsh related
skrlls readmg comprehension,*and clear,
" concise writings have been a help, to my
o success in law school. As most of my
*fellow law students have observed, mere_
knowledge of the law is not enough. The’
> advocate must be able to take this knowl-
edge, _apply it +to a particular factual
- situation and provide clear and cogent
analysrs of the applicable law. Similarly, .
§ - _oral ‘skills are emphasized in law school.
- " As'a first year student, 1 had to research
PR and ‘write _an appellate court brief. and*«
then orally argue it before a. panel qf
** judges. Since tﬁen, I have written 3 legal *
_ articles which have been published by %\
Notre Dame Law Review. Of course, the
.- abrlrty fo ‘write a good, law school exam
necessitates a good Solid .English back:
. ground ~ -0 only for-.writing style,
. orgarfizatioh and content, but also gram-,
mar ‘and o “fundamentals. It is sad to
 see how,fany Colleg aduates lack these
basic skills. I believe tensrve train g
*in English helped sharp the skills
-, . tioned previously and has conmbuted
substantially to my achievements in law
school. No. matter what his’ practrcs,
e lawyer will® always have bco,,;h?e able to
' express_himself c?'early and “effectively in
order to perform the demands bf his job: -

o -

I am very grateful to the UConn English
_Dept. for strengthening those skills which

< " have aided me in my pursuit of a Iegal
' career. L
: 3. At:omey, Stremlau, Larsen and ft John,
. Meriden. J.L.E. {M 68).
. | have been asked y times m-%aprmon
- as to the best unxgraduate Ppreparation

for law school and for being an attorney.
Without doubt, the best pre- law back-
ground is proyided by majoring in English.

An_English Major is constantly engaged in

. applying standards to works of literature

x» . . -~~and giving either a wiitten or verbal

opinion. Law students and lawyers per-

4orm the identicil intellectual . exercise

using legal stapdards and factual situa-
trons

Many friends in business positions have

« stated to me that without the skills
learned as English majors, they would be
unable to perform their work

M - ~

4. Legal Assistant, Probate Court; New Brrtarp,
CT.HBX. (F 76).
Complctcd graduate program with certifi-*

. cate *as légal assistant at Adelphi Universi- '
< ty. WNtmg.clearly, cxpfes‘smg myselt and -
Q N

_ o

Y will end'up seeking my Master$ in English:

17 18 )

interpreting the raterial written by others 1
,as bestyI can has helpcd me in_writing up

third year.” -
ite the work .and the constant law o
» 1 have as -much  enthusiasm for
rature as I always did. I still care about
- réading and still hope to write some, day. "
Vve seen what’s happened to my fellow
classmates and it’s Klghtcmng Many are °
practically illiterate Znd those that aren’t
-/ have een unable to make time for an
thing but reading “the law.” I wonder i I'-

/ after practicing law 10 or 15 ycars

6. /ProofreaderILaw Clerk, Nutter, McCIcnnen &
Fish, Boston MA. JJ.C. M ).~

As a law student currently graduating in
1978, 1would heartily endorse “English”
/ + - for anyone considerin the pursuit pof 3 ,.
© career in Law.} woulg hasten to expand
\(j\at for any person consrdcnng profes-
; »,,sronal school. % .

( EY

Lawyers: Recommended Electives

See Appendix A - Law School*

e ¢ ~ N

ﬁ«, . PR
1." Resident — lnternal Medrcme, Medical College
of Pegnsylvania, Phrladclphla, PA. L.BG-(F
69).

«

< 4
2. Medical Intern, Hic.” Auburn Hospital; Cam-
‘«  bridge, MA. A.L.S. (F 69).

During interviews for medical school,

* .. many interviewers were pleased with my
background, i.., that humanities and sci-

)

+

J'x

“\
ence were not €xclusive of each other. I* ve .
also felt my training has been helpful in
writing case histories, most important in
) speaking; explaining and listening to pa-

tients — 50% of mcdrcmc .as I now see it.
oA

‘ 3. Thlrd Year Medic
- ty School of Me
(M75).

Studcnt, Boston Umvcrsr-
1cme, Boston, MA. MMM.L.

%,

. Medical’ Doctors
Recommended Elcctrvcs

PaC T e HE %
v

&
z
8

See Medical Sch ool
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LIBRARY WORK (14)

1. Public Sc'tviccs/Rcicrcncc Librarian, Flagsta;ff,

-

¢

?' 2. Childrcx;’s I-.;Er;n;n.
. Gainesville, FL. F.R.D. (F 75)

* shows, do story t‘cllini.

Arizona. J.V. (F 71). '

I, was an English major because it gave me
a way to justify doing what I enjoyed

sing literature. And I did it without much
thought as to the uscfulness of the degree.
Today, more so even thanin 1971 when I
graduated, it is necessary to go on to
graduate school if one wants to make use
of an undergraduate degree. A° B.A. is

doin% — reading and. writing and discus-
it

more the means to,an end than the end -

itself. . s

As far as .beinﬁ a usefyl degree for a
librarian, English is.probably one of the
better- useless degrees. This' would be

.especially true”in doing Work in humani-

ties reference, or some similar specialized
field of librarianship, such as subjéct
specialist/bibliographer in English litera-
tiire. More and more now, these positions
require an M.A. in English in addition to a
library degree. o

.
-

In a general reference position, I get as .

many questions in other disciplines — -

history, biology, political science, business
— as those which refate to literatue.

I realize this all sounds very négative. I
would like to be able to say: Yes! My
degree;in\ English was. the®sole factor
responsible for getting me this job and I"
use the. skills and kriowledge I acquired as
an English major every day. I can say it
served as a good base on which to build a
career as a professional librarian. I found
English personally rewarding as a field of
study. Usless one is planning to teach or

© pursue a career in literature, an undergrad-

uate degree in English will probably not
be any more useful than a degree in

» history. Choose something you enjoy ar)‘dw o -
AL e -
L S

majorinit. ¢

lic Library,

atrons, - puppet’
Prior to my work
in. the library, I worked as an editorial
a publisher in Old Greenwich.
There Lgd_itedp scripts of literafy works to
be recorded, I wrote study guides, did ad -
layout work, some hotogra}ihy': y writ-
ing and literary siills were absolutely
instigmental ircgettiiig the job and.in my
succeeding in the job. T am happy to have

I work with children,

assistant to

"

- e 1

~ i

Jig
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- :
majored in English; I would not,have
chosen any other field. | o
., . R i
* v

3. Young Adult Librarian, Simsbury Public Li-
brary. BJ.R. (F 72): “M.L:S. degree of

‘primary importance.”

¥

.

s

’ 2) preparation for resume

‘
!

k4

4. St;nior'Reference Librarian,
NJ.LB.(F ).

* new einployee. -
new employee.

You should be aware thak’to many new
librarians, a B.A. in English can prolong
their search for employment. This is
particularly true if the.academic or large
public library would beytheir preference.
These libraries fequire subject specialists
from many fields; therefore, ta be part of
the majority.is a distinct disadvantage.

It has been my expregience and also that of
mahy people I have known or met that .

* academic record (unless a; major specialty

is required) has little impact: on the
prospective employer. What is usually
important? 1) A professional or personal
connection, with someoné already in the
firm, andfor-2) a well organized and dis-
tinctive resume, leading to’ 3) the allim--
portant interview. A superior acIdemic
record can-be helpful'iPthere are scores of
applicants. Buf the mdst aitounding reali-
ty in the working world is the neglect
the ‘employer in requesting academic re’ -
cords and" references prior to hiring the

Perhaps you would be interested i
wished T Had gotten out of the
anddidnot. = ¥

1) research skills e
writing, job
interviewing, career possibilities (I
think it’s unrealistic to think that
Career Services can handle thousands -

5

of studénts) s
3) study of very contemporary novelists,
etc. N . ’

4) smaller classes. ," .

- -
¢
1. Fadbi

- » s .

Miédlcbury, VT. |

My ability to get my present and. former
library’ jobs was based .on my - MLS
degree rather than my“English degree.
However, T have never regretted having a
BA in English. I am constantly amazed%)y
the writing level of many-of my colleagues
in thc"lib}ary field. While*ntany of tﬁ:se
people may also have English degréés, the
majority of those of whofm I am thinking
have had BA degrees in-another field. One
potential jemployer with whom I inter-,
viewed told me that I was selected as a* -
final candidate because khad written one

& ’ . r
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of the few mtclhgent, c‘oncxs’c\md inter-

esting cover letters in support of my
~  job. Fhis was surprising to me until I
became involvedin Pegruiting myself and.
realized how' poorly most _applicytions,
both coyer letters and resumes, 312 writ-,
tern:. -
Basic verbal qommumcanon skllls and
written skills, which I clearly déveloped
dunng my years at UConn, are used daily
in my job. I should think-that these skills
would be 1m[30rtant for most Jobs

\

co

5. Library Assistant I, Lib'rary for the "Blind and
Handicapped. P.R.K. (F 76). - N

Knowledge of authors and styles of writ-
ing that could suit patrons who are unable
to select their own materials is essential to
my work. | have never taken an English
course and walked away feeling as if I

" learned ‘nothing. 1 make vigorous use of
my accumulated backgroundgeveryday.

6. Reference Assistant, Groton Pubhc Library.
R.B.S. (F 76).
e I feel that everything in 3 liberal educa-

1

tion built around an .English major-is_

« I,

appljcation. I was eventually offered the - .

¥

for usipg his/her B¥flish background will
STOR up once he/she is employed. Many

. companies post openings inside the com--
pany before they are advertised elsewhere.
These may include: EditoNAss't Editor of
the House Organ — this pggv‘opens up
infrequently, since people sc¥n to hang
on to these jobs; Public Relations — write
speeches, pamphlets for customefs, com-
-mercials, advertising; In-House Report or
Manual Services — standardise” reports
written in other departments and revise
administrative or procedures manuals;
Technical Writer — usually requires some
technical experiences a good reason for an,
English major to take a course in comput-
Jng, accounting, economics, or whatever
just to increase his/her exposure to otther
fields;” Trajner — develop training pro-
gramgto meet the needs of various depart-
ments, may include teaching small dlasses
, or writing booklets for self-instruction.

" These Jobs will be specxahzed in large
companies. Small companies will have one
person to handle many of them at once
(and that person usually has been there ,
for 15 years and won't retire for another ,
15). )

2w

" extremely useful in libgary, especxa}ly R R
. reference work. * R N Rlﬂe/Platoon Commander U.S. Marine Corps,
‘ . e . \ North Carolina. J.E.P. (M 75).
s Basically the liberal education gotten
. . . from the extensive variety of courses in
English at UConn, in particular the discus-
- ! - g sion and debate aspects of those courses,.
s 7 are invaluable to an officer of Marines. I -
have met and discussed many characters
MISCELLANEOUS PROFESSIONAL (zz) - in my journey through English courses.

« - SELF-EMPLOYED (20) These characters are all mirrored in my

T . experiences with Marines. "

1. Accountant, ‘Haskins & Sells, New Haven. 4. CoMmmunications Skills Instructor, Director of
LJKL (M 70): MBA, C.P.A. Advaﬁced de- Audiovisual Department, Opportunities In-
greesy, - & dustrialization Center of New London Coun-

People who are encouraged to magor in ty. T.J.B. (M 74):
English should do’ so with their eyes wide Being an Enghsh major was most impor-» .
~ open and® with the understanding that it is . tant in my being hired. A liberal arts N
* " a potentially very satisfying expené\nce education is a true benefic. I value it
. that is yséful as.a background with which greatly. * '
ene can open’doors to higher educan\in d h e
courses of specialized training...such Smcc:i ?Fy gll’? vation, I have had liccle, if .
business or law. Majoring in Enghsh ca ;nlyd ifficulty in securing employment: | ’
give you an education but it is ver& be a very goodt'posmon with a major
unlikely it will get.you a-job. - usiness concern i Bostoh, MAand I've
_ S : been in my pre‘s/ent position fQr over twp,, 3
2. Engineering Specialist, Combustion Engineer- . years now. :
ing, Windsor, CT. B.L.R. (F 73). . Even though 1 now work for the most
1- analyze costs of nuclear fuel for prop0r successful" job-training 3"08“"“ in our
sals by the company usmg a CDC 7600 country S hlstOl‘y, ﬁ"ly education and ex-
computer system. A person with a liberal peri¢énces at UCon*Ibarc Constant helps in
. arts degree, can get a job paying $9,000 to ’ my werk. ,
$9,800/year with large insurance compa- Sure, we teach people skx.ls, byt we also
nies in this area. An English maJor"may attempt to develop-the individual. We're
+  not be “doing Engllsh " but opportunities tired of witnessing high school graduates
. . . - 19 ot N i cot .
Q . . : L. 2 O ! N " )
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.5. Tréince in Dec
sign, Ethan Alle
ALZ. (F74). .

.

[

‘e

hd ’

with sixth-grade readinf levels and the
insufficient knowledge to construct sim-
ple sentences. Qur program includes com-
munication skills, which| actually 4s noth-
ing, more than a fancy| word for basic
English. :

Sometimes I wish 1 could discuss Ghaucer
_etal with my students, but that's not

where it's at down hege. We'teach the-
newspaper, the library, etc. Hopefully, we

do persuade them to reach for knowledge.

lhop"e. ) o
c‘tpr Sales and Interior De-

n¥Fashion Center, Norwalk. .

To me a mind trained in -literature is
conifusing.because it is based not on facts
but perceptions, ideas and -thoughts.

Sometimes I wish I was a business major -
«— but English is the word of man and

perhaps for me the best exposure to “the

world™ at the time. o

I guess if !'had it to do over again [ would -

+ still have majored in English because once

peoples have listened to me . and shared
their thoughts with me, I think they find
me to be both empathetic and stropng-
minded about my own convictions but
fléxible and open to new ideas at the same
time. English still helps me and probably
alway's will — because of my knowledge of
archetypal chiracters and Situations — it is
dll very dppligable to everyday life. No
major in college will “get you a job” that
1s up to you, the individual — that aspect
~of thought was, vague in college, but
maybe I wasn’t ready for it then. If
o

college was made moge real academhically,

it would help a lot, but perhaps that isqot -,

possible — the two worlds are so separatg.
Most of the time.  ~ ’ <

N ]

Being an English major is relevant to,being’

" an un&crstanding and articulate human

being — you need those tools to cope with
and conquer the world the best way that

you know how. 4

Not finding a job is a poor excuse for not
-being an English maﬂor — very few people
who go to UConn
"their mouth!- And believe me, no.one is
going to put one there when you'get out.
Without a lot of hard work-and hopefully
a little luck, you get nowhere: English is a
great background for living a sticcessful
and happy life if youknow how to use it,
intelligently. and productively. ’

L.AM. (F 69).
| do design work, typesetting, keyboard-
ing, composing and presswork for a small

.

ave a dilver spoon in -

)

.

6. Printor, Spring Valley Press, Langley, Waf{\-
ington. :

20

.

N

3

4

- regional préss.*And bookkeeping; as I'm *

the \only one with any business Sense.

It seems to me that if you are trying to
sell ‘the English major as “prevocational

training” yon're taking the wron tack”A

‘broad background of reading‘ins

writing
skills and knowledge is useful in many
fields, but on its own, it's,riearly useless.
I've had jobs in severa] fields since gradua- _
tion — retailing, advertising, editing, sales, _
construction — and the elements‘of my
college education that have helped con-
sistently are the most aforphous. “Things
like — organizing, sorting the germ from
the chaff, being ablé to se¢ the point of
an argument easily, using yofir critical
facultics — cthese ware skills, that seem
useful in every job category I've encoun-
tered so far. They cuW. be learned in

« English courses, but ins other®kinds of

cdueses also. They were just more enjoy-
able, for me.to learn in English since I like
to .gead and write. A good pre-méd.
student _with good instruction would
probably pick up the same lessons from

hisfhgr own courses. .o« -

.
So Fwould counsel English majors iritent
on being practical to supplement* their
English courses with others — i science if
you wantko do scientific writing; advertis-
ing/ if you want to be a coZywriter
(though I sincerely hope UConn has up-
gradzs the advertising dep&. since my days
there);. business administration if you,
want' to be a cultured lﬂinageme‘nt train-
ee, whatever. If you’re interested is living
in a rural area, like I do, forget English &
learn®a trade. The Pacific Northwest is
filled with fishermen, mason construction,
workers, cobblers, printers, gardeners, etc.
- Al icople'with- liberal arts BA’s and

MAsawho can't find suitable w utside
of the big cities. - .

7. Manager and Head Teaching Pro, Hamilton

Tepnis Club, NJ. J.F.S. (M 74).

In my position as a ager of an indoor
and outdoor tennis ub, 1 have the
respopsibility of communicating ‘with a
staff ‘of 20 and a membership of 1500

people. My job is to keep the staff happy *

and motivated; I have to coach them in
how to use the right words, for different

problem situations. I have to keep jour -
_ membership happy by dealing with prob-

lem situations in such .a way that the
ownets are getting their due and that the
member is happy or at least satisfied that
he or she.is being treated fairly. Not only
do | communicate with the membership

" and staff on an indivj_di]al basis but 1 also
prepare newsletters, ptomotional flyers, !

press releases and advertisements.” Com-

L

.
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mumicative skills are essential and my ’
background in English ‘along with a late-
bloaming intevest in journalism (it wasn’t
until my senior year that.| took a journa®
lism, course; 1 only wish I had been
intréduced earlier) help'me daily.

If 1 were toddosir again, regardless of the®
job market, | would be an English major.
After graduations] received a crash course
in suc%] things as bottom lines, balance

. sheets, accounting procedures, ad naus-
eam’ | feel I have an advantag? because I

. have .been exposed to Milton, Shake-
speare, Chaucer, Twain, Melville, Janies,

Keats, Wordsworth, ad gloriam. _ » school when I coyld“have been out’earn- ¢
. . . . ing a pay check. , * A g
. 8. Intelligence Specialist, U.S. Navy. R.F. (M . N .
68). : . S
Without 1u‘estion, the ability to write well - R . .
and think cleirly -is the major asset | . - . T
possess. | owe this to my undergraduate The sub-categories 6f se f-emplo,yed?’xre various:
training. Thé world needs MORE, not less, ~ ballet instrictor, cntertaii)ment producer, -house
- literature students. - painter, printing contractor, dgg groomer, travgling,
K . musician, handweaver; stable<pwner-manager,. poet,
v o ' - woodcatver, kennel operator, bicygle shop, owner,
) . T, e remodeling contractor,_restauranty owner, insurance
- 9. ?er:;o; ls’al-lles(l?g/;r;t, American Airlines, Hart-  joency owner, youth camp ditector, TV actress,
orc. j.£ H. : housewife.~ ° ) - -
. To be perfectly honest, | didn’t go to . ¢ T D ’
- fi(:::egtf” ;:ir;?nsjrltf:jl:r;)rr:f?gssrio:' f%g(; \_‘1. Owner, artistic director, La"Danse Academie
feel that majoring in English prepared me ?lfCBl:"fl:‘ 73:)d*°M°d‘:m. Dan:ce, ?““"ge; CI' :
for any number of professions and left me ", "1 have found useful the ability. to com- ’
( well educated. Had | wanted job training, % minicate, dgith’ students, © al?lgmf ~and
i would undoubtedly “have majored 'in ¥ o ther: Scerning business 'IPh bi.l" .
. business or epgineering, etc. I believe that —~ otners ;:10 cei:'nlmgd usiness, h e abrity te .
a backgroung in English has made, me wn.tti as de qu }:nc, w1tv..nc.yvspalp.;r
more discriminating, thoughtful and ex- a}l;ut ei ‘;:3, rochuress ¢ ;:r"nrg Me ¢
. pressive. It has given me a sound academic ) ¢ l’°‘|’-gh ‘ h ixp;nbnccs ° ; arac:;rselq .
. foufidatioh upon which ‘proficiency in ngvels has helped mg to inderstan Eg" .
. ple gqnd their valud, <and to. see how ,

various occupations might be based. Eng-
lish majors df)'gct jobs. T am well satisfied
with my present job and with the educa-
tion | received at UCONN.

S

»
»

10. Travél Agent, Travclra.ma& Hartford. N.K.B.
©(F74). . :

Generally speaking, 1 went to college not
! to get.a job, buf.to grow- up, learn. to
’ think and become self-sufficient. 1 didn’t
wantté rely on others in making decisions
that would affect my life. -

The reason | chose English §s a major was
the fact ihat 1 Joved to reagl (& still do)!
_ - Also, I foundwhat trying to ynderstand an
.author’s point ,of View made me more
aware.of the human side of him or her,

" he or she was tryirg to evoke.

Now, I find that } can communicate with
people, not only verbally, but also with an
unspoken sense of their needs and ‘desires.

Q
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11. Electronic Warfare Officer on B-52, US. Air”
Force. E.B.D. (M75). 6 4 Lty
Up to this poing my tm'min%l in English
has not been a great help in the job. Asa
secogd’ Lieutenant, | am littlé more tharn,
an equipnignt operator, but in the near
futuge, if 1, expect tomoVe up the ranks,
many Englishskills will be critical.

Evidently jn the economic pir;ch of h
70’s, everybbdy is think‘ips through their
pocketbooks! If all | wanted from eguca-
‘tion was a job, | would have gone'fo a ...
trade school. |l certainly would “not have ~
spent $8,000| and four years gojng to . .

peoplé

varied life situations.

will .reagt in innumerable "and.
LY ) o~

X

2. 'I.'ravcling musiciari. J.D.-H. (M 74). :
' Poetry courses have helped me write lyrics
and choose material, T

. °

3. Poet, Windsor, NY.6.M.G. (FF72). ~ ...
I am a poet, I raise horses and I dag little
free-lance writing. 'm an advocate of.the,
university as a source for liberal (as in _
broad-based not as in “vs. conservative”) " .
“éducation not vocational training. Becom-
ing-too specialized at the university level
is sclf-de.(gating; often as not, employers
‘endgp retraining-employeés to their own
* . ‘particular mctho%s,_ and getting Your foot
in the door to begin with depends less on
your tfanscript éom‘~ college thafi how
effectiYely you present yourscff, on the
anlicatioh; and’ in person. The garket-
place which graduates face tdday is very -
unstable; 1 think the university can best
serye its studentf by teaching flexibility

E

1
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an;l creative thinking, and it is apparent 3. Social worker, Human Setvices and Resource

* that literature is a viable means of encour- s Cenfer, West Haven. M.F. (F 69): Consultant
’ aging these characteristics. Talent, tact, ' . to training workshops. )
con 1denc5:, and Innovative ﬂ_“"kmg are. I develo ed an appreciation for par%:ular’
what get jobs, not your major in college. I’ types 'Mplitcrature and discdvered worlds -
. think it would be foolish for anyone of the universal human condition. Perhaps
interested in an English major toavoidit ", shis wag an even more meaningful portray-
from a nebulous fear that “English majors * N al of human psychology and behavior
don’t get . jobs.” F-aced. with nx job, . than actual psychology cFaysse_s.
English majors make jobs. - o . .
\ .. 4. Psychiatric s\?cial worker, Psychiatry. Associ-
) . . - ates, Tallahassee, Florida. D.A.C. (F 69).
4. Woodca‘rver. Nags Held, I:Jor,t.h Carolina. M.D. For mé important courses were modern
(F 76)-_ . - . .. novel courses dealing specificially with
& It is my personal ‘"CI"‘“‘_"" ‘th‘:h‘ steers ~_ such issues as [dneliness, alienation, inter-
* me away from conventional jobs and personal conflict. ' s
toward art, not any lack of career oppor- . . .
tunities ‘which forces me to carveto eat.l 5. Caseivorker, Wheeler Child Guidance Clinic,
hope to use my writing experience’'to do Plainville. AM.F. (F° ): M.A. in English, *
some freedance articles for area magazines . M.SW. inSocial Work. “Therapy withIndivi-
o related to spe_cial interests. ‘.I' loyed being dual children ‘and their f;{mi|ies;g;agnosis_” .
an English major. It was fascinating, fulfil- i Character analysis in Modern Novel,
' . llrfg, and fll.ll'l‘i It WOUId.haV'C been a d still ] Shakespcarc (particularly helpful)’ Ameri-
., might become finarcia rewarding. 1 . “can Lit., Classical “Lit. (particularly help-
‘encourage anyone _Vylth the Interest to . ful) — has helped in penetrating through
pursue, literary studies. Worry about ‘sala- < details of an “individual’s circumstances
< ries later! - and perceiving underlying themes, pat- ~
‘ ) terns, problems,
-, / : ' In aprl'ying for admission to the School of
X [ Social Work, 1 wi¥ concerned- that
e .o ot English Beckground (as opposgd to sociof2 -,
- ! ~ « ogy or psychology) would be considered a
i . - drawback ~ in ;Pite' of the fact that I
ry ' ~Aound it tremendously useful in dealing
- with people. Aftér I had been admitted,
’ ‘ - however, my adfisor informed me that a
SOCIAL W'?‘RlV\ND COVNSELING (21) study had been- done on social work
3 o ; 7 sehe
1. Psychiatric aide. Institute of Living, Hartford. - g::l:srixtsba‘:l}:;}c:urﬁ:fc r:hr:;s:hs?xi:ic:snf:s
T.5.G. (F 75). T . , 7 ~ both academically and professionally =
B . 1 feel that my English major wasn' because of theit ability to communicate
spegifisally the reason’that I was em- .and their sepsitivity toward peopl¢_and |
ployed by the Instjtute of Living but fit “their problems. -
. was helpful. My employers recognized .. L. ik '
! that in a psychiatriz hospital where accu- an_anly, my  training in .E_nghs has
- rate written and yerbal corfimunication is provided me with a sepsitivity .toward
- esgential a degree in English would be an P°°PI‘_ as a result OH“‘E"_“Y {raining, and
S .. . aset for a Psychistfic Aide. I think it was™ - ~the ability to analyze critically (in diagno-
‘ " srfore helpfil in thié. particular position . . :  5is) and corr::‘muni;zzltc that analysis both
. . thin f I had been, for example, a Math or * . Inwriting and verbally. o
J History major. The fact thatdl }}:aé:l gr?dh- o - , T
- ated magna cum laude and "had volun- od . .
teered at Norwich State HO_SPital dl_ll’iﬂgﬁ 6 f:{%;;:ﬂ:totg?"P%?g?‘(:;;l;li;:va“cy.HosPl
college was more *helpful in ob}t)au;-mg Reading projections of possible fields of
~ employment at th_e Institute than the. act employment in the next twenty or.th"lrty\ .
. ) t,hat- 13 W:?S L E,"gl‘Sh‘."WQ" years, ohe,i%drawn to the conclusion that
2. Social worker, Southbury Training School, C e o thegg are ’&1 certainties, no secure posi- "
., CT.SCS.B. (F 68): “Placing retarded people e tions o. fie ‘}5" Any ;lpccmhzed Jprepara- e
: l%_/‘hC commuﬁit')-’f‘ﬁ"ding them j?_bs’th'",' » lt,ll?ﬂd‘l'nal}lpqn Y Ieada\s&g Stujcntl‘iownhﬁ :
"' Being able to write summaries, etc. is a Jnd-alley to ,a dead end. Like the
] major sart of my job — learning to write dinosaur, ov.er-spilahza.non may lead to
— . properf;' was the most important training \ % ﬁ;’:'t‘:?gtf‘:t’%" tcc? S‘t’i‘;:‘l structure pecu-
- . - rief space in time.

*
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in an etficient manner. ~

As a child-care worker, my job is to
observe the behavior of the children,
around me. | find that 3 sound foundatjon
in the Humanities ‘allows me to see,’not
just took. The major failure of- many with
whom [ work is exactly that, their cyes
€. are open, but their vision is clouded. They
: don’t organize what they see. They are

_ effectively near-sighted to the signdin the

' behavior patterns of the children. -

7. Psychiatric Aide, Institute of Living.
ford. G.AG. (F 74): Counselor.

Although 1"had trouble finding a teaching
job, 1 enjoy my prescnt job and find my

] English training very helpful at work and
in other situations. (I just won Honorable

. " Mention in a Poetry Contest.) | think
during college more ghidance should be

given so that one has a better idca of

where nfajoring in English can lead. -

8. Child Care Worker, Dcpt of Child and Youth

Services, Warchouse Point. S.V.M. (M

aged 5 to 15.” <

| was able to communicae my opinions
and impressions of the “children's behavior

Paradoxieally, English study prepares one
for nophing in particular and anything in

‘J English study forces the student
to_organize his thought processes and
gollate neW ma'erial into a meaningful
order. This mental discipline allows for
the acquisition of radically new material

Hart- .

“Responsible for the emotional, psychological
and physical care of 12 to 18 boys and girls

‘etc. to my superiors orally and in writing

o

. .
9. Screener, New Jersey Youth Family Services,
“Screen all

Passaic, NJ. EH.S.0. (F 71)
incoming references to agency.’

‘Succinct writing technique developed
“vo , throughout my English traininé has been
" valuable. American Literature exposed me
to the various life styles in America, past

T and present.

o

$0. Child Welfare Specialisit: Ma‘ssachusetts Dept.
.- Public Welfare, Brookline. C.B. (F 69): Child

welfare specialist. MA in social work.

prcpanng reqLUircd postgraduaté work..

lé Hurhan Rights Representative,
¢ Training School. D.D.N. (M 70).

Ability “to prescnt ideas is important in’

™ my work. Litetature gave me-knowledge
* "'+ of people. One English Literature courst
that required wcgkly. one-page  papers,
l taught e to write conCisely I have found
LS e i

Undergraduate English training in writing
.- clear reports was especially helpful in

Mansficld

.

13. Senior Social Worker, City" of Hartford.

N
14. Relocation Counselor, City of Hartford.

in any job that I've held a clear advantage
over my co- workers because 1 was able
verbally and in’writing t& reduce an issue, -
question,or subject to its esscntials .

-

.

»

K.R.L.H. (F71).
Outside of the fleld ofEnglish an MSW in
socjal work was most helpful. One of my

.majors make best social workers because
of their ability to express themselves.

D.L.B. (F 69): “Relocation -of tenants living
in unhealthy, unsanitary or dangerous situa-
tions, referral of urban ‘services, counseling
, clients, transporting, arranging payments, leg-
islative work regarding houding laws.”
My experience in VISTA was valuable. It
" is often necessary to deliberately misuse
-language (street language) to communi-
cate. P

15. School Social Worker, Middlctown, NJ.C.S.B.

(F20).
M.A. in English, M.S.W. in social work.
Unable to find job teaching but still.
trying. ) .

o

+ 16. Program Counselor, Connection, Inc., Middle-

-town: M.J.5.{M 75)+“Job, social and psycho-
logical counselor to ex-offénders who are on
relcase to the community.’
What. | ?ried to get from the English
program {vas an inSight into people and a
skill for communication. These two things
. have helped me immeasurably, 1 wouFd
stress the versatility of a solid English
backgrouffd. But in addition, I would.urge
the students themselves to be versaulc,and
creative in their goals V-3

17 Careers Trainee, State. Dept of SOCial ‘Ser-

¢ vices, Norwich. PM.G. {F 75): “I determine
eligibility for state aid and medical assistance,
, and do interviewing.” .

"18. lnvestigator Child Supp

1love English and on personal level® most,

" courses have’ been fielpful to my indivi-
dual growth. Theylve ‘made me more- >
aware of different life styles that may be
reflected i in my soctal wgrk

bt Unit, Dept Soaal
‘Services, Bridgeport, CT# T.J.B. (M 74). -
_Reading and writing! tskills, and the ability
to.speak well and éasily understand new

" concepts, both developed throughoﬂt my

. training in English. are most important in

my work. % . —

l‘) Child Care Worker, Dep1 -of Child and Youth,

23 24 £ .',V"' - : "

t&‘m

, Social Work ‘professors .thinks English R
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Seryices, Warchouse Pont. M.C.W. (M 75).

M.A.n English. ay

¢

= . .

20. Community Relations Specialist, Dept. of /
Social ‘Services. Hartford. D.LK. (F 76)7
*“*Assist planners. Tak¢ mihutes at meet g "

Ability to reason and think, speak, ex-

pressing concise ideas which 1 developed

as an English major, are valuable § i

my job. - '

" 1 was an English major only becaus
enjoyed reading, writing and discussing.

-21. Psychotherapist, Hi
Haven. L.AL.(F ).

SOCIAL” WORK *AND COUNSELING: * Recom-
“mended Electives ) N

ghland Heights, New
;-

~eet

Sociology
Psychology

© .

<

Il

< .

;I‘EACHING (74)

\Pre-school teachers (2). Grades 2-6 (6), Grades 6-&
(17). prep schéol (3), high school (27), community
college (2), college {4), high school reading consui-
. tant, private tutor, audio-visual director, textile arcs,
R speciar education, corporation, teacher education,
English Instructor in a French University.

-A &
. High school English teacher, Freeport Publi
Schools. T.A.C.,(M.68). . .
What holds back most Liberal Arts majors -
from getting jobs is lack of persidtence.
Most English majors are top idealistic;
jobs don't come to people, people come -
to jobs. If /you want something, you've
got to go qut and get.it — and not give up
tilk you get it. English ma[jors are by far
the. most interesting people; they’ve just
hemselves.

~

\

1 C

\

got to present t

- .
~ ~

2. English Teacher, Secondar
ordale, CT. C.E.D. (F 68)., \
“Society may need its specialists,- but |
don’t think we need to niake them be- .
" tween thepages of 18-22, in fact | think _
that is cgrhinal. It is between- these ages "+
that adolescent triumas are beginning to.
fade and peopl€are just beginning to get
their Reads on straight. Why do we insist

orrchanneling theirtalents then?
} -

y, North Grosven- ,

T

»

. N

~

-
-

©

3. Teacher, Remedial Réading 7th Grade, Gal- . .

.

S cﬂ
4. English
Storrs. B;W.R. (F 76).

+ only skills but also one’s humanity.

5. *Head Teacher, Stamford Head Star
Rice Schéol. L.M.C. (F 76).

6. English Teacher,
(F 69).

-

4

)y

{

[ . o AN : 3 - -
8. Assistant ProfeSsgr of English, Baylo
sity,.Waco, Texis. R.E.T. (M 71).

R ' lup,NM. MX.G. (F 78). * ; - .
FERIC ' Ty . T
; - -

\

If anyone ever asks* where there “are
teaching jobs, refer them to ' the South
west, specifically Gallup-McKinley School
System, Boardman Avenue. Gallup, New
Mexico,'87301. i

L4 k’ '
eacher, EO. Smith High School,
I cannot oyeremphasize the wisdom of an
undergraduate’s taking-as-many Jitérature
courses as possible. Regardless of genre or
t'ﬁm’c‘pcrioi litg s develop nog
R
A

tProgA1 m, .

d run a center with ®e teacher assistint
and two aides. Most helpful is the ability
to read and fwrite in several styles. We
must be able to deal with parents' who di

ot finish high school and with profes-

sionals. .

Chelsca High Schoaql. C.S.C
In, 1969, executive trainee programs in
English-related. fields *(publishing, 4diting,
etc.) were scarce for women; teaching was
easicst.é think an Englis® major would
have aMettei~chance of finding.employ-
ment.if encouriged to minor in a business
area or_second" language. I would entoii-
rage future English teachers to concen.
trate onEnglish in undergraduate school, . -
taking minimum credits in Educarigh.

7. High School English Teacher, Easa-Ha;tford. ,v
LM.L.O. (F 70). .

.
My ability to analyze literature, interpret
ignificant influences, themes and struc-
tures, and finally synthesize these into a
coherent - whole #enabled me to “teach
students varioiis ‘methods of undersfand--
ing a work. Te

\ I

-

v

Q'

-~ N

r Wniver-

J.resent the idea of reducing English to a
trade. Teaching cdmposition is one thing, *
but selling English for its potential job™-
skills strikes; me as bastardizing, indeed
denying, one’s love of literature jeself.

e ' [N )
9. English Teaches, Robert Louis Stevenson
School, l_’ebb[ﬁ‘."\l}‘each‘ Ca
high school). F.X.

lifornia; (private
TAM70). ..
f-zwriting- is the most
. i Pl ) k’ sor a a0
important thing 1 dg. Writing is where it is
at*right naw. | wish 1 had paid more."

attention, s}udied more, and attended,
: ' 5

The tcaching )
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more classes while at UConn. A more

comprehensive effort an my part then]

s rwould have helped nic,immensely in my
" job now. .
s
¢ N

. . -

- \ M . . >
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) Wlep AND PUBI%s!:"NG -
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1. Preside ublisher, Artisan Books, Poum&
© ridge, NYReMLF. (M ). - - '

’ ‘

2. .Managin,g)Edi‘tor, “The Art Gallery Magazine,

» Ivoryton’R.F.J.(M76). [ "0
Every student who goés into English with
' vague ideas of ‘“‘going into publishing™™™
;should be required to take the publishing
cougse usuilly offered by the department.
Career routes should be spelled out speci-.
fically and they” should be “spelled out
+  early. A student-need not make up hi}
* mjnd irrevocably béfore 'glehe age of
twenty-one, but he “should be, well

acquainted with his optjens. e 5

3.. Managing Editor of 3 periodicals which origin-,
. ate from the Departrent of Psychiatry, Yale.
. University, New Haven. J:M'S. (F 68).-

.

4. Man;ging Editor, Moves Megazine, New York,
NY.RJR. (M ). T,
But the fact is — and I've beenpbking at
‘ this fact for a few years na#there is
. precious little opportunity, in New York
, at least, for the typical English Major..1
know that few publishers are_hot for
English grads because I have béen [in] a
- position to hire- pesple myself (promotion
dept.)-and I won’t hire an English-grad -
without experience in somethin’ge

e

‘As ap English major | developed the

uscful ability to fill a page quickly with

"words that, while thqy do not bear direct-

dy on the situation at hand, at lcast sound

nice- and are spelled nearly right and do

- ot congradict too blatantly their initial
M '

%

thesis. .
_ PR . x o
5. "Editor in charge of Supervisor’s Bulletin ind
Professional Selling, 2 publications of Burcau
of Business Practice (a division of Prentice-

ERI

Y‘}‘ I3

oy -y
ey t&‘.‘»ig;
e

> Studies,” The

. e
6.. Publicity Assistant, William Morrow Co., New
Yotk, NY. BW.E. (M ) Prepare and distri-

. bute _press releases; coordinate distribution of

review copies af bgoks and much more.

[Of the knowledge or skills related to my ~ «

training in English most“elpful are] the
ability to read for conte
organize and prepare writt h
under stress, general kngw]edge of ‘the
~ English language, and agritical outlook of
literaturk, o .
« Unless the graduating student has a.'skill
*  to match his schoolwork, then the chah-
ces 6f employment aré reduced. Office
procedure‘and typing are vety importarit
and are a prerequisite to enter into pub-
lishing. With the'competitive,natiire of the
market.today, good grades are a must. In
other words, the student must polish skills
. not associated with school, but. with
bysiness. This is not to degrade the liberal
arts education. But after all, publishing is
a business and they do not ‘wish to hire
people who lack the necessary skillex

N

RIS

who love literature, who fightthe bastard~
izatiof¢ of the English language, who have
immediate business skills that ¢an'be tsed,
and who, in general, know how to wotk
and love working
grades). -

Inc., Boston, MA., (Book Publishing Compa-

ny) R.L.Y. (M 75): Promotional copy for -

professional trade books and periodicals.  »
Editor-writer for various corporate magazines.
2

- BOM(FT2L | g

9, Editor, Center for Real

Storrs. A.F,F. (F ). . .
# [Most helpful of knbwledge and -skills

related to English training are} ability to

organize material ‘for clarity; mechanical

skills, . including famliliarity with footnote
. and biographital styles; ability to: read
- . critically.” .,
All of them [English-courses] enhanced
my communication skills,(both written
+ . and verbal}). : T

EN

10. Editor/Writer, Bureau of Business Practice,

Prentice-Hall, Waterford: P.K, (M 72):* Work

on general business publications and business..

legal publications plus film scripts, radio
scripts, handbooks, etc: - '

©
Why, you may ask, did 1 not apply at BBP

Hall), Witerford. M.A.S. (F76). o+ s " ‘edrlier? Simply because BBP is nof, to
& _ . \ knowledge, listed -ariywhére in the world
- - - in anyreference work. It is certainly not in
g ' vh . g
Q ‘ . "oy e 14

to skim’, to ¢

work while -

In total, publishers are looking for people,

(which shows up in the .. i

. Copywrite;, Warren,-Gorhin and Lamon&

Estate and Urban -
University of Connecticut,*

-

2

- '2

- -

.
.
s
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LMP (Literary Marketplace) and 1 doubt
° it is (in) any other works of this nature.

) Héw ther, you must ask, if the point of
- this letter is to be made. did 1 find dear
v old BBP? (My barber.)

"11. Editor, Entertainer Magazine, Hartford.

S.R.H. (F 76): Edit copy. design magazine,

".12. Editorial Assistant, Golf Digest Magazine,
Norwalk:! S.E.I. (F 74): “Actually Research
and Photo Librarian. Research proofs for
facts.” s ’ .

. ‘s

3
.

' 13. Editorial Assistant, Acquisitions Editor, But-

terworth Publishers, Inc., Woburn, MA« P.J A.

‘ (F 76): Market researcl®on the viability and

< Tappropriateness of proposals. Handle reviews

of manuscripts. Monitor production of the
books. .. ’

S e

14. Book Editor, Little Browns& Co., Boston,
MA. J.M.B. (F 75): Supervise all aspects of
production for about five texts per year.
Liaison between company -and authors of

Y those texts. . "

’ At least 90% of this publishing company’s
[ employe‘es are Englisﬁ majors. , .
15. Editorial -Assistant, Company newsgaper,~

. Royal-Globe Ins. Cos.,’ New York, NY. J.C.D.

(M 74): “‘l write articles of interest to

company personnel, edit, proof, layqut and
coordinate productions.”  _ b

" 1 waquld say to English students*and their

-t 7. geachers: to: 1)cultivate clear writing

\ = 2)thoroughly familiarize yourself with

. 7 Henry Fowler’s Modern English Usage

’

) bur some creative personal writing is
54 “" acceptable te company publications as
/ features. 4) Using your editorial skills,
. ‘Writing; skills are always more fun in
» ¥ whatever capacity than driving a cab or

/ bartending. 5) The jobs are there, every -
business enterprise has a need for writers .

' and editors; same with' publishers, famil-
- iarize yourself with LITERARY - MAR-
KETPLACE and EDITOR AND PUB-
LISHER’S YEARBOOK, ‘for those who
prefer, journalism. 6) You can write the

great American novel while working a.
.40-hour-week (though I haven’t yet). You
also can freelanct, in spite of what others
. - say. T.8. Eliot worked- for a bank, Kurt

-

*™" . . ‘'Vonnegut wrote public relations copy,

. Franz, Kafkawmd.Tflomas Mann worked
for insurance comfpanies; all while they,
were.doing some o their finest writing.

Q v ' -

FRIC 7 - s e
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, 3) don't lgok dowh on the business woild.*,
You can?? have it completely your way, \/

o

. .

16. Editorial, Assistant, Electronic Business Maga-
zine, Boston, MA., C.R.D. (F 75): Copy -

" editing, writing correspondence, handling of
general business affairs. vt )

k. too, was very skeptical upon graduation

and had some difficulty in finding a job

right away. I began as a typist.(bottom of

the barrel) for the same company;, but,was
convinced it would .never lead to more,

due to the intense competition of the

* publishing field. But, after much frustra-

tion, | did get promdted, and owe it

" almost entirely to my own ambition (with

a little bit of luck thrown in). I firmly

believe that despite the limits a major in
English will place qn one’s career possibilis

- ;- ties, if desire and ambition are strong
enough, these goals are obtainable I feel

now that my caseer is just beginning —

I've crossed aAery large bridge and hope

to move on 0 Associate Editor from here.

nglish degree is invaluable — I
’t have gotten anywhere without it.

17. Editgf of company newspaper, Sikorsky Air-
/United Technologies; Stratford, E.A.M.
): “Aircraft, corporate”and personnel
. nmews reporting; writing and editing copy for
publication; selectihg photos, and overseeing
Iayout design.” o
18. Commuurtications Analyst, The Hartford Insur-
ance Group, Hartford. J.L.L. (F.75): “Edit-
ing, reproduction and distribution of ‘in-
house’ publications for specific departments,
within the company.” " )
I kce%sstressing people in their environ-
ment because a great many of the careers
into which English majors can go require a
knowledge of this. Public Relations, Per-
sonnel, Journalism, Urtderwriting — all of
these require constan# contact with peo-
ple.. In the job I had at the Hartfard, I'was
the liaison between my “clients” (many
of whom were in the higher strata of the
" company) and the print shop Whrkers, 1"
had to work daily with people whose
" ideas, ways of life, and values were very
- diffgrent from mine. ‘

+ oI thifik there has to be more emphasis put
on this type of potential learning for
English majors” When 1 started school 1
didn’t know what I wanted or where I was -

¢ going. I theught of ‘English majors. as
dusty’ and_balding with their noses in ¢

« books. It wasn’t really until my sgnior

U year_that I ‘really began to see that
“English” didn’t mean just teaching and/
or writing. I'm stating all this in exagger-
ated terms, I know. The point is, in a time

» when kids are thinking education should
be “‘practical” we have to show them that
English is; and I know that many picture

2w,

I'4
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English students and professors as I did
removed from the living, practically. ¥
19. Editorial Assistant for C.R. Gibson Publishin

Company, Norwalk.” P.A.D. (F 76): Proof
reader, researchsome editing. )

I can understand the fee%ing that “English
majqrs don’t get jobs,” 1 think it is
difficult to get jobs in certain fields such
as publishing. -

- .

However, | don't think people realize the
impact that an En%lish degree can have on
your life. An English degree is helpful in
any field. An English degree helps your
relationships' with people; you become a

more poised and interesting person. It’s a*

shame that more people don’t believe this.
Perhaps Jou could mention +his in, your
.pamphlet. 1 know I will never regret my
choice. .

20. Sales and Acquisitions of College Textbooks
for Wadsworth Publishing Co., Representative
for New York City Area.iRR.K. (M ).

I expect that the job market will be
forever skeptical of the English and liberal
arts types. Itisa fact, however, that those
in business are finding the few who,
graduate from college with a real com-
mand, of language can be extremely valu-

'able. . - \Y‘

‘2‘1. Proofreader . (part-time), Finlay Brothers, :

Hartford. P.J.L. (M 74)

1 \
22. Proofreader; (part-time), National Imprint, E. .
Longmeadow, MA. ET.T. (F 75). [/

The job required experienceé — 8 my

+ degree in English Secondary Education

replaced my lack of proofreading expei-
ence. They were' willing to train me on the
job. . . :

-

.

-~

23. Free-lance Writer, BH. (F70).

° Finally 1 withdrew from the marketplace
altogether, and have been applying myself
toward trying to become a successful
fiction writer — sp&ializing, at present, in
American history. Now in this endeavor, |
assure you, | have found everything 1
learned “in college be of inestimable
value — even tthhin s that weren’t
formally taught¥ Things like the patience
and persistence needed to.do a proper job
of research (learned from writing all those
term papers); thorough use of the library,
the importance of gétting something just
right, and, oddly enough, sometimes a
bit of apparentlyunrelated knowledge
would become absolutely vital, such as
the period of Halley’s Comet §pr exactly
when carriage-springs were inverZed. .

-

I sometjmes think that,but for the mortey,
e .
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*Typing

Art

Graphic design

PUBLISHING: RECOMMENDED ELECTIVES

.

I would not return to the business world
if 1 could, for there is no job I-have held
or heard of that is as challenging, difficult,.
exciting and satisfying as being a writer!
(Now if 1 could, only get something
published!) J

If 1 have any advice for current undergrad-

T uaates, it would be to remember that
nothing - is+ necessarily wastel, not even
time writing term papers (joke!)"— and
that if they can’t find a suitable niche in
the business world, to make their own, as *
1 am trying to. (Of course, my advice will
carry mucg more weight when' 1 become

. successful, which I expect to some day.

f

1

Fret Lance Writer, Uuiroyal Corporation,

Middlebury. C.A.B. (F 75): ‘Freelance arti-~
cles for Uniroyal’s publications.” _—
Author, K.S.C. (M 69): Writing a book on the
history of slavery from the Revolution to the
ini@ar

-

/

»

*Journalism

Basic Sciences
Library*Science -
Psychology
Econorhics
History .
Political Science )
Biology

@

»

II. FECHNIGAL WRITING (11)

1.

,

3]

Field Engineering Writer (Trainee), Combus-
tion Engineeging Inc., Windsor. D'L.P. (M 75).

Writer-Photographer, " Polaroid . Corporation, .
Cambridge, MA. C.K.A. (F 74 Writes both
technical and feature stories for corporation
newsletter. o

In my experience, most employers don’t
consider what you know in hiring you
(which can be determined through ‘test-
‘ing). They- simply glance at your resume
and base their decision on your experi-
ence. )

Therefore, it is conceivable that you could '
hgve Written one unacceptable story-for
every publication in Boston and "New
York; you may be such a poor writer that
none of these editors would ever again
hire you for an assignment. Yet all those
publication names appear on your resume,
so the next unsuspecting editor in Denver
» will also give you an assignment, adding
his publication to your impressive list,
v .
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And yet a truly good writer could be kept

so busy by one publication which is .

ecstatic over his or her ability, that she/he
géts little chance to write for anyone elsc.
So this ‘writer’s resume reflects a linfited
‘experience, leading editors to believ%
he is not &*capable as the writer inWhe
fist instance. (Which brings into play the

value of knowing how to write a resume,
something I never learned in school.)

In spite ofathe fact that I'believe editors
-consider o’n\} a writer's experience in
hiring. and that I landed my job at
Palaroid on that basis almost solely (a
friend of mine did reccommendgge for the
job. but at Polaroid that’s a way of life —

everyone nominates their friends — this.

doesn’t guarantee the friend can do the
job), 1 do feel my English skills were

- responsible for my being retained beyond

+  the two-and-a-half months | was hired for
. origimlly:

It was also my English skills (combined
with journalistic skills) that got me a 50
percent raise after four weéks of work.
However, it is also my English skills that
" cause my bess to resent me bécause.she

fears 1 am going % get her job, She lacks
the basic English skills 0%a frog and still

. ended up leditor ‘of this publication (she

spells receive with an *4e.” and insists the

.~ " quotation jmark goes inside a period or

comma, no matter how many other publi-
cations and grammar books I show her. So

o #hat’s one!point for the bther side: “Who

‘needs English ™) N

Being an English major Lwi’as‘sist me in

one instance where | was“ested on my

skills (with the Willimantic Chronicle). At

the time, I had no experience so I'm not

sure if that is why they tested me or if
., they test’ everyone who applies. 1'did
notice others taking the test after I was
hired. so 1 know it was at Jeast a fairly
common practice. - )

>

I'm sure it was on the basis of my English

e

“

.

knowledge that they hired me bécause at¢”

the tjme, | wasn’t aware of the differences
between journalistic and creative writing,
(pyramid vs. prose styles). Therefore, it
wasn’t my journalistic strengths which
“spoke” for me. (Also, not my typing!)

. English professors gxpect you to do a
thorpugh job in researching and devélop-
ing a paper. Professors in other schools

(again in my experience-and as I obscrve.

. friends then.ahd now) are not as demand-
ing. A Psychology os Sociology professor
appreciated a good pager, but didn’t insist

.3‘\

-

, . - "
which, if not taught in English <lasses,
werc at least developed are: «

- the ability to work Yindependently
: without thecking every point/step
with the editor/prafessor.
~ taking, the time to be creative,
even in a hard news story (either
. by taking a different tack in pre-
senting the story, or by using an
unusual or at Jeast interesting”,
lead).
~ using knowledge ftom my college *
years to write an imaginative or
, catchy head (title}- for an article.

Let me say | am very glad I majored in
English. | have never had a moment where
I regretted it. In my field as a writer it’
seems to be a desirable subject to have
studied in school. The fact that you can
gain knowledge from books but .also
“know how™ as to ways to present things
to make them interesting and to interact
with people make English a particularly
valuable major. In any subject you get
book knowledge, but except for (passi»
bly) Sociology and :Psychology,”in no
subject do you get as much Enowledge
about communicating with people, and in
my mind, that’s half the .mystery of

.\ spucGcess. N

Systems Assistant, The Travelers Insurance
Co., Hartford. V.A'S. (F¥76).: Technical
writing, documentation for computer sys-
tems. . ; . . -
The ‘majority -of the technical writers in
my department were English majors in
college. I was told by my supervisor that
the company met with more success
training- English majors in computer/pro-
gramming operations than trying to teach
programmers to write system specificas
tions manuals. o ’
- .

Administrative Assistant; Meidinger and As-
sociates, Richmond, VA. C.LM. (F.74):'
Writes employee~booklets and administration
manuals For' Pension and Group *benefits
consulting firm.

The company has found English majors to
. be well suited for this particular job so it

_actively seeks to hire them. My expcrienc'q.“'

in- researching and writing papers“has
probably been most useful. it takes ap-
proximately 15 hours of concentration to
« read & research a pensionlor profit sharing
plan document, and write (and rewrite!) a
summary in simplified language. One must

be able to organize ideds, determine what °
must be inc¢luded, and give é&xamples. The *

on quahty. . government forms which we complete
Skills which are valuable in my job and consist of questions regarding the docu-
. l - ’ ea - . .
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ment. Besides answering the questions, a
rotation must be made as to where the
answer can be found. It’s rather like
foot-noting a term paper! It is also impor-
tant to like to read, as new government
regulations are constantly being issued
thgt affectour work. v

Th¥ field of pensions and group benefits
consulting is a relatively new field, but is
growing rapidly since the’ Employee Re-

- . tirement Income Security Act of 1974,
..when the government became involved

with protecting the employees’ rights to
benefits. New governmental fules and
regulations are "constantly being issued.

This is a challenging field, with lots to

learn. Although we (the Administrative

ing, .we nmiaintain close client contact
which adds variety to the job. It’s pretty
exciting to “think that a booklet I write
- will be printed and distributed to perhaps

is also- becomipg more involved in total

, , benefit comm&ications through audio-

‘visual means — this is something | hope to

come more involved in. I think there is

finitely a future here for an English

ajor who wants to make use of her
kills.

5. Instructional Analyst for Insurance Company,

" The Travelers Insurance Co., Hartford. K.M.F.

several hundred employees! Qur company

Assistants) spend most of our time writ- .

.
-
-

During this time, I've worked, in many ' _
* fields — advertising and public relations -
writing for RCA' Victor records, Publicity
Director for the American Reseéarch Bu-
reau (a TV Rating Service), copywriter for
the Ameritan Broadcasting Company, etc.

After that;there was teaching in the New
York, City Public School system and
freelance writing in many different areas.

financial

Presently,-I'm into research
institution’ and freelance writing.

I"betieve that being an English major gave

" the background in humanities Ineeded to

make a living and to enjoy making it. It

also helped prepare me,}or the economic

- changes and openings_(and closing) that

have happened during my life. It intrg-

duced me to psychotogy, history, philoso-
~Phy, science — all without pain and giving -
much — so much — pleasure.

by

11. Technical Editor for Marine An;lyses of

Computer Software, Computer Science, San

Dicgo, CA. N.L.J. {F 75). i
The fact that I had so many biology ami‘"
chemistry tourses was the key to my job X
ﬁndingaabilsi’ty.

- ’

s

s . o . "

TECHNICAL WRITING: RECOMMENDED ELEC-

(’\72): Analyzing, devising, writing, testing & TIVES
reviing training material for various clerical - -
and Yeiderwriting positions, including pro- " *Math - Tz
grammed/ instruction video tapes and. class- " Philosphy D \
room t¢4ching using“multimedia” approaches Engineering T -
as well as lectyre,. guided discussion 4nd *Psychology : ’
role-play. ' Sociology .
Finance 3 -

.6. Educational Assistant, The University of , Journalism s, ) - )
Connectigif, Storrs.; L.T.G. (F 74): Write Semantics - _
news cles, work on educational materials, Computer Science £
edit, rork with students and staff in develop- *Science -
ing eflucational material, reports, etc: ' Chemistry .

. . , . , 4
7. Claiths Reporter, The Travelers Insurance Co., ‘ Biology . - L,
™~ Har, . .

prd. J.G.A. (F72). C : o
: 111. NEWS/TELEVISION/RADIO
' 1. Town Reporter, Hartford Courant. 'EJL (F . X

urance Co., Hartford. J.E.W. (F 76): Writ- '
74): “Write hard news, features, cover meet- -

g procedures for field office. \

. _ihgs, etc.,” -
9. JCopy Editor, Raytheon Service Co., Cam- - V% - g
bri‘dge, MA. F.J.D. (M 74): Orginizes and 2. Reporter, Hartford Courant. J .E.P. (M ‘75*_).,:" :
«dits government repatts. Y .. English grammar and writing skills were.

aQ -

) ‘ most helpful. I believe the more training
10. Researcher and Writer, Webster Consultants,

Inc.;New York: NY. MMM.K. (F 76).
I married the owner. I believe your
questionnaire is more slanted for the
person recently out of. college. Though
my degree.was belated, I entered the job
market over’20 years ago. -

Aruitoxt provided by Eic: 4 ’
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iffwritin& skills the better....

" Sports Editor,. Hattford Courant. SJ.A. (M+ s

70).
The relationship between English and
journalismis close in that you arg dealing

 with words, ideas, expression, style, etc.

»

“
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4. Reporter, Bristdl Press Publishing.Co. K.W,M.
. (M 74): “l cover the police and fire boards,
: +the zoning board of appeals and am respousi-

N ble for...the local labor beat.”

« 5. Co

-

“ERic

1 PAruntext provided by eric

; Briefly, English: majors should ;not count
on leaening how to make a living from
their studies unless, of course, they teach,

The .intellectual background provided stu-
dents of English, both in their major ficld
and in related areas of study does, how-
ever, provide a general background of

* knowledge, plus the useful skills of

scholarship ‘on which study at a profes-
sional school, or on the job training can

build. . '

Because the concerns of English majors
seem, «at least to me, to be wide ranging
and greatly varied betwcen students, I feel

* that pPractical, “real world” activities are

also an important part of an‘education.

In my own case, | feel that the expérience
fagammed by working in several political

campaigns not only allowed me to “po- .

lish” my writing skills and put them to
practical use, but it also broadened my
experience “and directly acquired knowl-

. + edge — both of which have proven benefi-

cial to me professionily.

pyedit;)r, Louisville Times, Louisville, KY.

C.A.B. (F 71): “Edit copy, write headlines,
some layout of pages.”

Having a major in English didn’t provide
e the’specific skills needed to get a job.
But it did* provide me with a pretty good
education, which I define as a skeleton
around which to shape experience.

I learned how to think, was exposed to
new idéas and Zequired some knowledge.
My main interest was literature (I couldn’t
get a major in journalism and I didn’t
want one — the department feels-journd-
lism cousses are a vase to be filled with
ideas obtained from other .courses). I
filled in my schedule with other courses
that interested me. I was trying to explore
areas fhat | hadn’t had the chance to look
into before — and might not have the.
chance again. -

Doors. were opened in my mind. Some of

Fthose doors are still open, some ‘wider, -

‘some les§ so. Some have closed. Had 1

chosen to acquire very specific, job-able
skills, T would have had skills o?joub —not
an edlication. An<ecducation &an be ex-
panded upon. Skills for a job can become
obsolete and virtually useless if the job is
modififed or eliminated. (For example,
while | was a sophomore, anyone who was
an English major agstmed to be a would-
.be teacher. By the time | was graduated,
the market was glutted with teachers.)

10.

11

12.

A

.

General Assignment Reporter, Post Publishing

N

Co. WH.H: (M %), . SR '

Wiy

28 .
Bureau Chicf (in charge of twelve towns'

<

coverage by seven reporters) and Réporter,

Photographer, ., Hartford Courant, Qld Say-
brook Burcad. D-M.B. (F 72).

Reporter, Starwford Advocate, C.M.D. (F 75):
General News Reporter. '

Reporter, The Compass Comment, Mystic.

B.Q.L. (F 75): “Repogter feature writer and -

photographer — also news planning.”

Reporter, New Britain Herald, New Britain.
JME. (F74). - -

Reporter, Hartford Courant. R.B.S. (M 6%):

I've been part of the news bureau in
Willimantic, run the one in.Storrs and
covered statewide higher education. 1
spent my first month as a copy editor.

Copyeditor, State:Desk, Hartford Courant.
EM.S. (M ): “Prepare copy for state bu-
reaus for publication; occasionally rewrite;

write special assignments.”’ \.‘T
For what seemed a long while, out Fe%e in
the cold, no one told me how good or
. how bad I was and I suffered quite a bit
trying to recoup confidence that had been
beaten up in dark alleys by rejedtion slips
and simple failure of nerve. Things have
gotten better. 1 now have a job which has
me working’ daily with words. Granted,
most of those words aren’t my own. But,
at least | am working; occasidnally, . have
the chance to see my own name curling
underneath a headline. It took two-and-a-
halt years of character-building, but | am
earning a good salary in what even the
~Governor concedes is the fastest growing'
" newspaper in the state. If any of your
" ambitious charges, asks you, “Yes, yes,
but what good is an English degree?” tell
them, if you can put enough stern force
* behind it, ,that it is ‘as geod as your
- *character can make it. I don’t.envy you.
You're going to have to justify something
which a lot of kids can’t even measuré
yet, probably because they don’t have the’
moral or intellectual equipment for it
(There is a lot I still don’t know yet — as
anyone .who saw my first work far the
Courant will tell you.) But such measure-
ment,_the ones that really matter — can’t
be found in Economics 202A.

What I do believe, more than | have at any
other tim€ in my lifé, is that where there.
is diversity, there is humanity and while
what is or is not profitaBle changes with
every issue of TV Guide, you still have to

. -
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learn to be human and state your case
with all the passion, style and gract you
. can muster. Shakespeare can’t tell you -
« how, but he can start you off.
13. Reporter, The Moming Record, Meriden.
JM.G. (M 76): “News reproter, freelance
writer." : T
Before 1 was hjred, I was asked to take a
writing test. The skills learned as an
English major were a valuable source of
written expression.

3

14. Copyeditor, State Desk, Hartford Courant.
M.J.M: (F 72). '

I think that my training as an .English

major has helped me in my job in a very
general sense. As a newspaper editbr, |

need, to use skills in grmmar and good
writing constriction = organizing facts

- and narrative in a clear and concise
manner. However, 1 think these types of

basic skills were already impressed upon

me before reaching college.

&

.

» ‘ .
~’}ﬂ/fi. Assistant Life/Styl¢ Editor, The New London
Day, .New London. P.A.M. (F 73): wiiting
and editing. =
{ | may be in the minority of English-
- graduatésp.inasmych as, fairly obviusly,

almost e.v&{ythingl tudied is useful in my
job. %
"+ Nonetheless, ih my field of work .are
“iplenfy of people \whq would be more
! effective newspapér writers if they could
express themselves better. Getting a story
is one thingygetting it across is equall
important. ;Most people who go to wori
at a newspaper did not major in English.
' -of literacy at a newspaper is low
& when it should be K h. Simply to assimi-
late thle cubic feet ot written information
we déal with every day is difficult enough.
Making choices about coverage and stor
content should® be based on a thomugl
understanding of all this material: local
stories, wire stories, press releases, ett.,
but I%question if that is how it works.

Whenever | see a basic spelling or gramma-
tical "error in our newspaper, 1 wince,
because 1 know"it throws our entire
. credibility into question (what do people

.

~

/

A\ .

draw the almost universal connection be-
tween this skills and, the work involved in

» almost any job.

. 16. Aséistant State News Editor, The Waterbury
Republican and American, Waterbury. J.SX.
(M 71): “Supervise réporters, rewrite and
originate news stories.”

I didn’t major in English with the inten-

tion of getting a job inJoumalism. In my’",

case, one had little to do with the other.

I majored. 'in English because nothing the
university offered seemed more important
to me than the study of literature. 1
learned things of lasting value, and the
fact that some of the skills I picked up
have proven useful in my profession is just
a bonus. -

I should point out thatmy newspaper
génerally hires people more on the basis
of experience and writing ability than
educational background. ’

17. Report/Editor, WHNB/TV, West Hartford.

~SKR. (F_

): “Gather and préduce and

report daily news.”

L3

In my belief, the, only lasting knowledge
one acquires {rofft a liBeral arts education
is the ability to think well. Tangentially,s
the student .also ‘learns, if he/she is to
succeed at all, to give individual professors
what they want. What professors want
covers a variety of subjects: I will' make a
list:* | -

1. to ape styles of writing and thinking

2. to disgorge all the notes one has taken .

in a Roman orgy of a final exarfiina-
tion.” -

3. to flatter by agreement

4. to speak up in class

5. to write very long papers

6. to write very short papers. etc.s”

The student can learn all of the arts_of,
Machiavelli at college. It is this which Has
bepefitted me thémost. I now have the

ability to, chameleoridike, absorb any

person’s way of thinking and to discover
clandestine messages hidden beneath the
written or the spoken’word. !

¥ . M . )

" 18, Traffic Manager, (I maintain the station’s

logs.) Radio Announcer, Copywriter, News
Writer, Reporter, News Caster, Production

.+ whocan’t even spell know anyway?) }making commercials), Planner of FM"music

or preprogrammed format, Community Ra-

dio of Saratoga Springs, New York. B.S.E. (F
76)! L :

Personally, I think’it is almost tragic that

people are going td college purely o ges 2

he

I personally believe that what an English

major learns would be valuable in any job,
but that most employers don’t see the
connectio® and have to have it firmly

made for them. I think that if an Enflish \
major thinks of his education not only in -
terms of cultural sensibility, but in terms

o of language, ke will be far more likely to 2 3 2

eRiC

. Job later. They are going to miss "t
whole essence of college...preparing one-
self to live a.stimulatingdife after work. In

OEIEEE . e . ¥ >
. - - .
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fact, it is not the preparation it'is .the
experience itself of learning that every-
thing is cosmically related and that those

~ - that come before us have been through -
what we have. ~

I must stress that of all the libegal arts,
English makes the most job sense because
an English major can do just about any-
thing. A psychology major *has a much
worse time of it and all they’ve learned is
how to train rats. No employer will turn
someone down because they are an Eng-
lish major; if anything, they like the fact
that the person can write well. The fields
i)‘lat English is rather deadly in, I think are
~ " the ones that one would expect an English
major to try for, such as publishing,
journalism, Xeaching, .
Typing is totally necessary; any Raglish
major who doesn’t know .how to type
deserves to be jobless. + . .

19.Radio Announcer/Newsman, Nutmeg Broad-
casting, Willimantic, CT. P.E.P. (M 76).

NEWS/TELEVISION/RABIO: Recommended Elec-
tives . ’ B

*Journalism

" *History

*Political Science -
Art N
.Saciology

Psychology ‘
Theater

Economics

Biology

Computer Science ‘

Marketing ) '

IV. PUBLIC RELATIONS AND ADVERTISING (6)

/s
i
/L

1. M;nagcr of Public Relations and Advertising
Agency, Fhe Karl Co., Newport Beach, CA.
B.H.A. (M 69). ) N 4

~

" 2. Advertising Representative, Herald Publishing

Company, New Britain. M.F.K. (M 74).

“Assistant in the News Office” Connecticut
College, New London. D.A.W. (F 76): Public
relations, writer, press releases, and in-house
feature stories,
Survey courses provide an invaluable
background I find I don’t pick upin my
own reading. I-would never have attemp.
ted Milton on my own. College was the
time. .

4. Copy Chief, Rosston, Kremer & Slawter, New
. York, NY'A.A.C. (M 71): Writjag and print
production for advertising agebry. /

Q

Aruitoxt provided by Eic: . .
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5.. Superintendent, Image Developmeht Program,
Aetna Life & Casualty,.Hartford. R.R.R. (M
75)‘ . .

I am basically a one-man ad. agency,
performing copy writin{g and all related
functions exclusive of -art work and
photography. , .

More important than a college major in
getting a job today, I think, is individual
talent. An English major usually won’t do

L’ it by itself. But by applying the skills and

. " doing a lot of writing — at least in.my case

— it can ;ay off without the need for a
graduate degree. I was hired primarily for
creativé talent. But luckily for me, I haye
the mechanical skills necessary to support
. creative thinking. That’s why I chose
English as my second major...a very wise

« choice indeed. .

¢
L]

Advertising and Public Relations Manager, Jew-
ett City Savings' Bank, Jewett City, CT.
GMRJ.(F ). ° _

Prior to this job, I worked for 2 years asa *
reporter for a newspaper. My English and
writing background was instrumental in
getting that job as well as my present job.

I honestly feel 4ll students in, college
shotild be required to take basic English &
Communications (fhaybe in the form of
creative writing) courses. The training is
invaluable. I have found this common
ground gives more opportunity for dis-
cussions, etc. I've been offered jobs a few
times just after chit<hatting with advertis-
ing executives about British Literature-
Dickens, Shakespeare,

¢

PUBLIC RELATIONS & ADVERTISING: RECOM-

MENDED ELECTIVES: s .
-~ . . .
*Marketing b .
Economics Tooa
*Journalism ’
« Basic Sciences » ¢ )
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‘UNEMPLOYED (9) .

The comments of H.G.A: (M 75) seem to represent 1.
the feelings and experience of this group:

1 firmly believe that some insights may be
gained from my experiences ovér the last
twent§ months, and | would like to relate
some of them, in the hope that they may
be of some use td the department, and
more importantly to the students. | was
an English major throughout college, but
for seven semesters it was coupled with a
secondary education degree. One month”
into my seventh seniester, | dzopped out
of student. teaching and the field' of
education altogether, because [ realized
that teaching English on the high school
level was an impossible field to get into,
because. of the obvious abuindance of
teachers. I quickly added five new, courses
and finished my 'seventh and eighth semes-
ters with a flat major in English.

I had now abandoned.teaching and set r:ly !

?hts on either graduate work in English

.was unable to raise the maney to attend,  JORS
due to the fact that 1 had used student

' . ~
OCCUPATION NOT GIVEN
. w.,
J.R. (M 68) Oxford, Miss. .

1 think"youy are about ten years too late to
write a pamephlet stressing the economic
sadvantages of an English major.'If | were
to attempt to recruit explicators of poet-
ry, | should claim that beauty is its own
excuse for béing. Though things be in the*
saddle and ride mankind, one needs to
unhorse them, at least from time to, time.
Dr. Johnson observed that®the happiest »
man was he who had a pusiness but could
retire from it occasionally to enjoy litera-
ture. »

Culture is” worthless. It/is also_priceless.

Sparta defeated Athens/but millenia after_*_

Sparta and Athens have passe
Antigone will endure.

APPENDIKA -

t Law School. I chose Law School, but L GRADUATE PROGRAMS OPEN TO ENGLISH MA:

-~
- .
.

. loans to” get through.UConn. My English.  Law School -

) degree would ‘hgve made me a _great Admissibn Requirements (The University of
teacher or 4 great lawyer, but now it had Connecticut) . .
to find me a job in the business world. " 1. Bachelor’s degree from accredited institution
. . . 2. Minimum graf: point average *

3. Law School Admission Test —

:

My first- inclination was to turn to the
area of public relations, because of my

A —-

ability to commuificate with people, and + University of

to any English major who thinks along
this line, I say take as many writing and
journalism courses as you can, because to
s crack this field, you need as much writing . -

and editorial experience as you can get. 1

had no journalistic or editorial experience

and I was stopped cold. ’

.

R 1 broadened my.scdpe and started looking
. for work in the area of customer service,
as | felt my increasgd capacities af com-
munication would “make¢ me an ideal
problem-solver; and outlet for customer
communications, but in each’instance 1
lost out to a business major. | would -
strongly recommend a basic.; business Medic

.

.. 7

ut, School of Law:

THe taw is a learned profession. For
»

success at the bar and for personal fulfill- *
ment, lawyers riust develop a high degree
of proficiency 'in communication skills.
They must be able to read well, to write
well, to speak well, and to listen well.
Without the ability to express himself or
herself effectively or to read or listen
attentively, no lawyer can hope to achieve
his or her full potential. This goes far
beyond the fundamentals of grammar,
spelling, punctuation, andgstyle. It in-
vo)ves the:development of the well educa-
ted individual able to hold his or her own
with the most able persons in our society.

nne:

" Statement fro Philquic Blumberg; Dean of The

»

-

e

al School »
-background (i.e. accounting, marketing) Admission Requirements (The _University of
-to any English major who is even the Connecticut) )
, slightest bit unsure  of his career aspira- 1. 4 years ofc'oﬁég%gcomr:nended o

__tions, because the lack of these courses 2.
y has obviously hurt me in my endeavors to
secure employment.

A o

Faculty recommends introductory courses re-
quired of majors in the fof]owﬁng subjects:
“Inorganic  Chemistry,- (dpe’- year), Organic

-

A 3

ERIC . . %

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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) ——Chemistry (one year), Physics (one year),
Biology or Zoology (one year), English, Math-

* ematics. .

3. Medical Colleges Admissjon Test

Statement from Robert U. Massey, Dean of The

“Oniversity of Conpecticut School of Medicine:
Medical .school faculties everywhere are
concerned with the relative lack of educa-
tion of the very bright students applying
for admission to our professional scﬂools.-——
We have tried to make up for that by
introducing work in philosophy, ethics,
and medical hfstory. Some schools have*
had to offer special tutorial sessions in
English.

At a recent. meeting of medical school
__deans there was discussion of the experi-
‘ence of some schools with a three-year
. .~ liberal arts preparation for.medical school.
In general, it wés agreed that, if the 12 or
13 years of premedical and medical educa- -
tion were to be shortened, it should not
be at the expense of the four years of
fiberal education. Rather, we should be
encouraging students to emphasize the
humanities dufing that period, knowing
that there will be adequate time for
advanced work in the biological sciences
" in medical school. L !
Some medical schools, including the most
prestigious ones, are laying greater stress
upon language skills’and general informa-
tion in selecting applicants for admission
than upon the sciences.

»

, School of Dental Medicine
Requirements for Admission (The University of
Connecticut)
1."%Baccaladreate degree
Knowledge and understandir:f of basic biolo-
gical and physical sciences and a facility in the
art of communication, )

. Dental Admission Test T, -
It is recommended’ that students take the
introductory courses required of those major-
ing in the subjects listed below rather tixan
survey courses for non-majors: Physics, Or-
ganic and- Inorganic Chemistry (1 year each of
college credit), Biology (to iriclude 1 semester
of Zoology), English, Mathematics.

-~

. Graduate Dental Education: )
1 believe it is the general opinion of the
“dental faculty, at “this and most other
instjtutions, that reading and writing skills
of a very high order are an absolutely
essential part of modern dentistry.

)The health care professions asWa’ whol.e.
e . 34
Q s .
e ERIC

_ Graduate Programs in Business -~

R R . .
‘Statément from Klaus Nuki, Associate Dean for e

"2. Cumulative

‘;
35 .0

v

. depend fundamentally on éommu,nicatizn
between patient afid health care provider.
Poor langiage skills can and frequently _
do lead to serious errors in treatment.
-Precision in the use of the {anguage. is of
great importance. Ambiguity in the writ- =
ten word is to be avoided. at all cpsts.”
Unambiguous writing has to, be simple,
nontechnical and crisp. To achieve,an
adequate standard of skill requires careful
didactic preparation and much practice.

The graduate of our School of Dental
Medicine has been schooled and re-

* schooled in his profegsion. Nothing has -

" been omitted that could add-to the higlt
standard of his technical and theoretical
ability. When he receives his degree and
license’ to- practice, heyenters the world
trained in the science %of Dentistry. At
that pointtie finds the art of dentistry isa
more personal matter. It concerns thipgs
that cannot be taught in 'textbooks or .
tested for°in multiple choice examina. *
tipns. It concerns his conduct as a mem- .
ber of an honored and honorable profes-

* sion, whose standard is now in his keep-
ing. If he cannot impart his wisdom and
science to his patient, he is deficient in
the execution of his professional responsi- _
bility and the standard with’which he hes
beén entrusted ‘is betrayed.

Dentistry of the future islargely a matter
of prevention, not repair of damage al-
rca(fy done. Prevention depends largely on
self-administered actions. Inaccurate and
sloppy communicatiori can therefore lead -
to poor prevention and more repair. &

Horace Walpble said,_“l’ncver:unde.}sund
anything until 1hive written\aallout ie!”

)

Requirements for Admission (School of Business

Administration — The University of Connecticut) |

1. Bachelor’s degree from a college or university
of approved standing ' .. _-

2. Adequate undergraduate. performance (3.0°
grade point average) N T

3. Score of the'Graduate Management Admis- -
" sions Test, ' -

4, erences .

. Relevant work and {eadership experience -
6. Evidence of writing ability. : :
. ‘ .

3 .

“School of Social Work - - L

" Admission - Requirements

(The University . of ,
Connecticut) . : > ..
1. Bachelor’s Degree . T 2
quality, point ratio. of 2.6e0r .
better : . L
3. No specific course of language requirements.,

L]

-
.




School of Library Science
_Admission Requirements |
Library Science)
A. Baccalaureate degree

<
Stmmons  School of
C e .

2. Baverage in'final 2 ycars or in major field.
" 3. Three full academicdycars {96 semester hours)
i liberal arts and sciences, exclusive of
+  professional courses.
4. Two scmesters of modern foreign language at

intermediate college levels

I

IS
.

.

. .
Department of Higher, Technical A Adult Educa-
tion
Graduate Study in Higher Educagion:=,
Student Affairs: -
Program to prepare Magter’s' level specialists for-
. areas such as housing, careér planning and place-
ment, financial aid, admissions, student activities,
et al., to serve in universities and four and two
. year colleges.

v

IS

Professional Higher Education Administration;:
Requirements for Admission (The University of

Connecticut)
1. General Requirements of Graduate School
* 2. 3.0 Average &
3. Graduate Record Exam
4. Miller Analogies Test - .
5. Twelve hours of credit in Professional Educa-

tion (for advanced degree)
Divinity School :
Admission Requirements (Yale University)
1. Baccalaureate degree L
2. Higlr Academic Standing
3. Graduate Record Examinati

gn ¢(for advanced
degrees)

¢

¢ (
School of Diplomacy -
Admission Requirements  (Fletcher School of
Diplomacy, Tufts University) '
1. A.B. degree or equivalent

s 2. Minimum G.P.A. 355 . €.
3. G.R.E.(Minimum score 650) ’
, 4. At least one modern foreign language
5. Some background in political science, eco-
nomics and/or history is recommended. »
. ®
T °
.
«* APPENDIX B .
T‘hirty business organizations of all kinds ;csponded
to our letters inquiring, “What positions in your
organization could be. filled by a well educated
English Major?” The following list indicates represen-
tative positions although exact job titles may vary
from one'ggmpany to another. )
o o T35

: 3

‘

P
v

Complete job descriptions and requirements can
bg found in Linwood” Ofange’s Eng"is!l. The Pre-
Professional Major and recruiting brochufes from
individual companies. | N

Most cqritpanies recruit only for “entry.level”
positions and look for exécutives within their_pwh
ranks, in other words, employees “wark theirway up
in the organizafion.” ¥ . -

1.

T

Most organizations listed some Pyblic* Rela-
tions and/or Advertising Positions:

several aspects of,
writing advertis-
ing and coltect:

. - - M
Advertising Assistant _
Public Relations Assistant

. ing data; may
Press Rcla_mops or ., ¢ make atrange-
Communicafons Specialist | mepts for visi-
B tors and news-

. « mén. ..

.
.
.

L

T

t

Copywriter — Prépares and writes advertising
. . - .
material. .

.
kY

? A

>

,g/é- Writing and Editing positions occur not only
in’ recognized publishing houses but also in
miny large corporations that publish -their
own company newspapers or journals (Gebbie
Directory of House Magazines¥ists several of
these publications), technical manuals- and
procedural hgndbooks. ‘

Editor or Assistant Editor

Non-Technical Writer * P .

Technical Writer — May require basic founda-
tion in sciences and/dr mechanical arts.

Methods Analyst’— Organizes and editssmanu- .
als on company policies and procedures.

““Researcher R
*

-

-

¢
.3. Management, Sales and Marketing
Management trainee *
Production trainee
Buyer trainee
Sales Trainee " 3 .
- Marketing* Trainee - One Major company
charts the patteri of advancement in
marketing: -
1. Marketing Assistant — Ynder super-
vision works with all aspects of

“

{
y

.
>

Usually works in -

.

+ producing and sellingsa single pro-,

. duct.w . .
2. Assistant Product Manager — Controls

. advertising and media anélysis for
“a group of products, handles bud-

-

3. Product Manager — Conducts all oper-
ations of a group of products.
4. Marketing Director
5. General Manager
Account Executive — Broker who aids people
. with investments. . ' ’
4. Personnel and Customer Relations
Personinel Manager, Assistant or Representa-
tive ., °
Industrial Relations Representative,

A

.
.

[N

get, and directs market assistants. |

v

.

<
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Customer and/or Sales Sc/?t{icc Representative BIBLIOGRAPHY
- Liaison between produc r and ‘purchaser. .
Training Specialist — Develops and conducts The following books provide a convenient starting
training programs. place for career planning. They may be consulted in
s, ‘(.?omput Field the English Department _Advisory , Center "(Arjoma
' Systems Analyst — Assists in writing, testing 345) or the Wilbur Cross Library. .
d analyzi .
e :)? c ::; )’:ﬂgojl(’)sf:sp:::; l?:?_g:::i dfviath Bestor, Dorothy. Aside From Teaching English, What
6. Publishets 1Et¥various fields for English, ma- in the World Can You Do? Seattle: University of

jors . Washington Press, 1976: Description of tradition-'
X o o __ _+ al jobs and new areas of employment for those

- ‘Lgl[ege_ﬁdxtbna}v o trained in writing and literature. information is
Educational Book Editorial

ok F - based upon printed, sources, informal interviews
- Trade BOOk Editodal “ and surveys. s

Business and Professional Book Editorial '

Business and Legal Editoral " Bolles, Richard Nelson. What Color Is Your Para-
Book Editorial (Production) . chute? A practical manual’for job-hunters and.
Textbook Advertising ) " career changers. Berkley, Ca.: Ten Speed Press,
Business Publications Advertising 1977. This work provides exercises in deterntining
College Field Representative % - carcer objectives, advice on job seeking and lists =,

Textbook (Elementar_y-Second;ry) Sales of sources for discovering employment.
General Book Marketing '

. ) College Placement Annual. Bethlchem, Pa.: College
Insurance Companies mdxcat; the following Placement Council, Inc. “The official occupational
positions appropriate for English Majors: directory of the Regional Placement Associa-
Claim Representative — “Represents company tions, providing information on the positions

R ) .
o settle claims.” C o, = : customarily oftered to college graduates by prin-
Field Controller — “Responsible for supervis- cipal employers.” ’

ing, accounting, office service and person-
nel within a field office. Requires some Dictionary of Occupational Titles. Vols. I-111. 3cd Ed.
business mariagement background.” Washington, D.C.: Superintendent of Public Doc-
Underwriter — “Reviews insurance applica- uments, 1965. This work covers 23,000 oc‘cupa-

tions to determine .ingurability. Analyzes tions and lists more than/35,000 job titles.
pertinent information gathered through . .

research of other personnel.” .
Pension Consultant — “Working with field
s personnel, analyzes and” maps out plans
.. for business; assists or handles administra-

tive duties for account.” . . -
Contract Sgecialist — “Consults with actug- Orange, Linwood E. English: The Pre-Professional

fal, i d legal department ¢ Major. New ‘{ork: The Modern Lahguage Associa-
,::aftu:()ni?:::;‘%g anc fegal department to tion _of America, 1972. Linwood Orange desctibes
Bond Representative — “Advises and'counsels reguirements of various Law ::md Medieal Schools
agents, “their clients and prospects on and demonstrates adaptability of an  English
financial and technical matters relating to Major to these_p(_ograms._Hc 315? provides rather
» their qualifications for procuring bonds.” complete descriptions of jobs suitable for English
Markctinqurainee P g bon majors within the field of Business. )
. ’

r;::rg:::; Er}:::::e ’ Smith, Datus C., jr. A Guide to Book-Publishing,
Personnel Director or Assistant New York: R. R. Bowker, Co., 1966. 3

Cbmpensation Analyst — “Analyzes and eval- Tebbel, John. Opportunities in Publishing Careers.

1 ibilities. ises o L. . .
uates job r.es_pons_lblhtles Also adv!s on Louisville; Ky.: Vocational Guidan Manuals, »
salary administration and job organization 1975 .

"and stru¢turing.”
Systems Analyst 3 )
Communications Analyst — “Writing & editor-
ial work” . . -

- .

o

The Literary Market Place. . New York and London:
R. R. Bowker Co., 1977.: National Directory of
Publishing.

.
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