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" INTRODUCTION TO' 4 .
wTHE ATHABASCAN INDLANS OF INTERIOR ALASKA

, Soc1a1 Stud1es Unit for-
- Id ) s -
o ] E]ementary Grade; -

N
- 2 - ©

The Athabascan Indians of In}erion,Akaeka;iséene in:
. .' , © - . . _
a series of curricu]qm plans on the Native:cultures of

A]aska developed by the- Alaska Nat1ve Educat1on Board

k4

at the A]aska B111ngua] Educat1on Center, AmchBrage

P2

The ertten gater1als ares prepa?ed for, students at the

-

fourth, fifth, and sixth grade read1ng 1eve1, but the
program shou]d be adaptab]e to any eJementary or Jun1or ‘

- h1gh school ra@e ' o * -

. s
¢
-

s . The Athabascan Ind1ans of Inter1or A]asPa fo]]ows‘

¢ _Z Yo,

a format qommon to all the Nat1ve sfwd1es plans in the
A]askaeNa¢1ve Educatmon Board ser1es Et ﬂSzdFﬂFdéﬁ B

-
. P 4 34 N

ﬂnto lesstns., each of wh1ch deals, w1th the subs1stence

P

,activities and 11fe-ways apprpprtate to,a:cer;aan—sea-

- <

s6n. Thus,. Lessqns [ and 11 deal with fa]] act1v1t1es,

- 1

*. and ensu1ng 1essons cont1nue w1th the year]y subs1s-‘ AR

. .8 s ’

tence cycle by dealanq w1th winter, spr1ng, and summer °
activities: The unnt a; aywhole—can thus:be:use¢ for

. @ o _ . -
an entire school year as a supplement to cther social .
’ o R - s .
[ ., v F—- . - .6 . - b ,7‘ ::' .
studies materia]é Tt, can also, *of courses, beishbrteﬁe&

as your teach1ng schedule and other comm1tments d1ctate

b The Teacher s Manua] has been prepared to ass1sg,/'

.

. " -. s

¢ |




i o you 1n us1ng the materials des1gned for student. *

; , f,‘zuse. Student Mater1a ? ons1st of Z‘posters, 7 '¢." ;

L bookTets, a newspaper, and artifact cards and . :
" * book. ) o ff: . . R S
Lo [ - h . . 9 fo s :A 7:
o The bas1c format Of th1s manua1 s as fo11ows.

. S At the beg1nn1ng of each Lesson apprar ob- S
,‘f L Ject1ve§° a Tist of the mater1a1s provided;, a = e
C “Tist -of mater1a1s you shou]d have ‘on hand andé' - '\?

* - s

. : a 1Lst of add1t1ona1 resource mater1a1s wh1ch

- 3
. N - ¢ -

7you can .obtain from other sources a5°supp1emen S N

'Zto those prov1ded as part of th1s package. '5-0 o

: -:i v ot
S e Fo110w1ng th1s 1nformat'on : ch ‘Lesson cdn— :

{ |

_—— 3 N o - e e

,appropr1ate io the major topic or‘season to be 57}, ;eh;

L}

£overed dur1nq that Lesson. Tm)s RES for your 7 j.t IR

S 1nformat1on, S0 that you w111 be ab]e ‘to, answer ;%% o

a‘r'

. ‘:
ques-tions -on mater1a1 not spec1f1ca11y covered 1n
B4 &

et ) L3 . - _

PR . ”gstudent booP]ets B .

- N 3 . N . L
. ° . ‘ = -

F1na1ly,seach Lesson conta1ns suggested ac—

® - . . L,

y - t1v1t1es and d1scuss1on top- cs which can be us ed el
”to explore the student materials des1gned fo th t :
. e : Lesson. There are many more acki Vi t1es and di 5;-

. g '1 CUSS10n top1cs than any one class wou]d want to

se it is important ‘that you, the'teacher, ~ .-

'—COVG%Y‘ s




‘W’,
s

'reaQieach Lesson ahead of time and choose those -

Ao . s . . .,
attivities which you feel are most appropriate "~

’

G ~ for your cTass$®™s and your fntérest and ta]ents
A note about the. method emp]oyed in des1gn-

1ng this unit might be hé1pful. The unit design « -«
" centers arouhd a basic theme, the relationship '
T e . T R ‘o T

+of humanity with its environment. TIn.addition, - -

three‘shbthemes.are;cehtinua}Ty re-émphasﬁzeﬁﬁ}) ..-;
N The meaning hhithfheop1e2gtve to their'eﬁwir0n= |
; ;'ment‘(wh1ch is re]ated to the env1ronment 1tse1f
A though not a1Wuys d1rect1y\ 2) the changes wh1£h -

haave occurred 1n Athabascan cu]ture through—t1me,

1

o

an& 3) the nafure of SClent1f1C or anthrop010q1ca1

‘knowledge . U1¥h'th1s one theme and the three sub—

B~

1”i' themes in mtnd, the author searched the aVa11ab1e -

. co & T,
mubEtcatiéns,on:Alask@n Athabascanfcukturé Tn an

;‘, attempt to find 1“c1dents wh1ch 111ustrate those., S ’,i ; E
‘7~_7‘themes:\ The student mater1ays represent the pro— -
.- duct- offthﬂs-search A e

. -t N .

- . Since thé mater1a1s have been des1ﬂﬁ%ﬁ-4by oL

: N ' .

. cn11dren, some 1mportant aspects of Athabascan ‘ R

‘k 1 fe have been s1mp11f1ed ar Ieft”out comp]eieiﬁ. ‘ 7' S E
" For dnstance; the quite comQ1ek°and,ppnr1y under- - zf%
stood clan system of inté&rior Athabascans has.- been .- :

o7 ﬁentioned in the Teacher's Manual, but not in the

. . ¢ f -

o - i

w N B

-~ L < -

[ G -
" - =
- i N =
R . ~3- .
* Py
_ _ _ . .
e -
o ®




= = T TV T TETTTTT
- - 4 .-
s':'} ‘ * )
@ °
. L ¢ . o - - N
s T, >, . oo
S , Student "booklets., Regional differences have also .” N
- . . R . % i" ) » N

- been minimized, both hecause many -of the Athagaécéni '_ 7ci

regions_havé beeQPSCantiiy repprted and $o materdals

- L s
L -» " Zould not be found on them, and beca':js'e it was felt e
- qj VO 7“,. . that th1s top1c cou]d be best deait w1th by eaéh -;, ’ E
N o ,1nd1v1dua] school through reference 40 e]ders in ‘ . ?
) ; theAlgcéT—area.‘ The resu1t1ng image: ‘of Alaskan ) VE
T t "'_ 'Athabascan cu]ture 45 a somewhat generameEd pat- ' l’ii
terh of 1ﬁfew theipartszgf,mhtchihame been'extrgcleg”'
if e from mény dtﬁferent Athabasca&rareasﬁ ,ﬁesgitérthe g4;;
) L shortcom1ngs 1nherent in”a simplified version: of -a ?:,;
°f‘ ; L peopler 11fe, we felt that°thatls1mp11f1ed ver;m%n4q‘“
. : Mould be more 11ke1y understood and remembered by ;j ]
- o .the students than would a techn1ca11y correct but -
: overly comp]ex ‘one; - : ) N f,’* ;
7 ‘ - We invite your comments -5 andﬁme'hcpé you ER
. ‘ find the:materféls'USequ! . o > :
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LIST OF STUDENT MATERIALS FOR . N
ATHABASCAN I}DIANS Of INTERFOR. AbASVA . . :
SOCIAL STUDIES UNIT . e o
“.Llesson If Book 1 "A V1ew of the Past" wf1tten by ' j
s Patricia Partnow, illustrated by ' S :
~ e Michael Jimerson v, . 7 .
’ Book 2 "Tetlin As I- Knew' It written by - ' “f
Shirley David J1merson, illustrated by - .
Michael J1merson B . v
. . . a
Ee:ource Map of TetT1n 111gﬁtrated byt .. A
* - Shirley David Jimerson -, \ s =

'Lessoh I1:

o - i

Lédsson -FII:

Lesson IV:

Lesson V: *

-3

ﬂdrtherntChronicTe'Negspaéer ' e -

Book 3 "Before 'the Hunt" written. by
.Patricia Partnow, illust.ated by

Jeanet&e Bailey =~ = . O -
’dbper Tanafa<House Poster 1]1ustrated ' »
by_JeangE/éafa1TL/ 5 )

A%habascan,Artifacf Cards
,-\‘\.\- 4

"Artifact Information 800k A Gu1de toothe
Athabascan Artifaet Cards" written - by -
_Patricia Partnow, 1TTusfrated by .
Jeanetﬁe Ba1Iey

Book 4 “Younger S1ster and Sp1der Uoman
told by Lucy Adam

Book 5 “When People Mpet An1maTs" written

“by Patricia Partnow, 11]ustrated,by
_Jeanette Ba1|ey

. A

-

Botk 6 "Needzeek The Boy Who Went to the'
nuon" told by Titus David

300k 7."Koyukon Riddles" adapted by
Richard Dauenhauer . < "

2
o " e z

£




- LESEON In INTRODUCTION TO ATHABASCANS AND THEIR
. COUNTRY." - \ A e

°OBJECTW‘E/ T s S e
Te 1ntroduce studehts to the enyironmentein . ) I
. which Alaskan Athabascans h1sto?1ca11y 11ved R

o To introdute the concep* that ‘the env1ronment 5
has an effect on the \way ‘we ]1ve : <

v - hd
~ . b . e "

To 1ntroduce the concept. that d1ffenent people
.somet1mes see the same th1ng in d1fferent ways~

)

~To estab]1sh the: pattern of observation and 'Lx
compar1§on which students will be asked to use-
throughoutethe un1t

>

BEHAV IORAL osoecnvts T 3

< F

Students should 1mag1ne and pred1ct, through
.pantomime, drawing, writing, -or discussion,
some of the subs1sfenqe activities which
Athabascans might have undertaken in ‘order to .
survive in their environment, °:;5 -
Students shouTd become 1nvo]ved w1th the en-"

. vironment of inferior Alaska through panto-
R m1me, draw1ng, writing, and discussion. s

-~

Students should exper1ment with e concept of
"Point of View"-by.comparing their dwn differ-
ent descriptions of similar -events, as well a$
different points of view as demonstrated .in
some of the wr1t1ngs of th1s unit.

N— Students’ shou]d be able'to,use the Resource . v
” . Map of Tetlin to plot “travel routes. ‘They,
. should also be ab]e to "read" the symbo]s on .

the map. Lo . i
A Students should extend their @now]edge of ma’ps X :
to make resource maps’ of thefr oWwn area. ., .. o =
v ; ’ s ) ” =
o § - h ".'

%
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MATERIALS PROVIDED AS PART OF THE UNIT

Book 1. "A V1ew of the Past"' Cot e T
‘Book .2, "Tetlin as, -I" Knew 4t'; st '
Resource Map ‘of Tetlin . ~, X e e

c '’ ¢
«© . =3

“MATERTALS YoU SHOULD HAVE O HAN’D\ W 4’2’; e
[ by’ i . .

Nat1ve Peoples—and Languagés 5? A]aska”M/P
- produced by the Alaska Native Languag°
Center, Un1veP§1ty of A]aska, Fa1fbank<

& AN sk
Alaska Departmggt ‘of F%sh)and dee,‘ﬂ11d11fe
Notébook Series. . Contains information on the
Fabitat and 13fe cyc]e of - most Alaskan animals.
Obtain from Department of f1sh & Game,‘Subport
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{ LESSON I INIRODUCTION.TO ATHABASCANS AND THEIR

T 4 : . : .
o -
. / o i - \ e Lo
ackground Infofmat1on T o B
: The Adaétat1on Theme, L . S

-

{ntérior A]aska has,somé of the harshest'envirpn-"
. i PA .
-mental c¢onditions in the worid; Its cont1nenta1

A

Y .
c11ma eg.is a studyeof exfremes\-- extneme co]@ 1n

-

-the winter (it 15 hot unusuaT for‘temperatures to

be in the -50's). and extreme ‘heat in the 9ummer "

-—/

goftensin*the 80" s). In add1q§on, summer—days~be-

‘come e&erc1ses in pat1ence and endurance bec¢ause of
¥ Y/ -
the hordes:, of mosqu1boes whéph abound ‘at that t1mes -

©

- of year Tne Tand is wodded w1th spruce, w1110w,
’ P} é

. o
and birch, and i§ traversed by many river systems:

L N

v 3
)

. Af’abascan Indians .have Tived ip fhi; environ-

ment characterized by forest, rivers, and extreme %

3 Q' . q" o' ’
. ¢limate for centuries, the1r anceotors for thdﬁl

.sands of years before. As m1ght be expected,\the1r .

- - way of 1ife-has inborpora¢ed a series of-adapta*

£

»

t1ons to the enV}ronment and many aspects of the .

P

,culture can bedtraced to thesé adaptat1ans - .

o ‘ The theme of,adaptation niJ] underscore much

°

s . . . e T et .. P PR .
v of the mrterial in this unit,> and so & is§ *impor= .




tconcept Ihey should come to see the d 1‘ference.'f .

betwegn tHe1r pregzmt day ]1fe, in wh1ch humdn :
1 Jﬁ ’ ”

beings have minimized the effects,wh1ch'§hemen;, »

]

v%hbnmeni has on their ]ives,d‘nhfthe 1ife of the? oo

.
o oo . - :

pre-contact’ Athabascans,,who 11ved in the env1r0n—

- -
. 2

ment and were d1rect1y affegted by 1t Th1s f1r%. .7€

s,

C 2.

1efson serves as an 1nt“oduct1on to the concepk of : ‘
. ° “ .

the env1honment and ‘the effects it has on humah = "¢

behavior® . T . L S -
oL ‘ Coee o, _ e
TN .
- N . "o ]
Introduction to Athabascan Culture - S s 3

o
Fe v

¢ . * ‘ 5. '
The name "Athabascan! comes-from_the jarge lake

- <

in Canada.called "Lake Athabésce.“ The Take was
i ‘ . . -
s * \\ ~ " . .
. given its name by the Cree Indians, who 1tved eest~”

of it. In"Cree, "“Athabasca" means.'grass here-and
. . I'd R o
there,"*and was a descriptive name for the lake'. )

Y N . «

‘ The _name was exterded to reter t¢ those Indian

groups which 1ﬁved west of the ]ake It a]so re-

fers to the large . 1anguage fam11y of wh1ch a]] the

ot f
1anguage§ of-tne Athabascan Indians are “a part: 1;
S Tneheﬂare e]even diffesent Athahhscan lanfuages®
jn A]hsha} many bthers’gg panadp#(see“the'Netive ;
N ‘Peop1es;and Languagesﬂof A]és”ammap), some 1n’Ca1i- .
K forn1a and Oregon, and the Navajo and Apache an- j'?

L]

~guages in the Southwestern Un1ted States. w1th1q,each

» a




. - of the eTeven Alaskan Athabascan languige groups
there are lccdl dialects, and in the past each
dialect corresponded with a social and geograph- <

,‘-
ical unit Called a "reg1ona1 band," -made up of

h

3 from 30 to LOO.nuc]ear families. (A nuc]eagifam11y
VU L i%ta unit consisting of parents and their ungrown . .
, ‘ offsprlng )' The e1even 1anguage groups themr ‘.
- ‘ - g were not po11trea1\un1ts>\ind Athabascans did not
\w*? “( ) recogn1ge membership dn any\ group lTarger than the
 ;%;7( regional band (dialect group}. Thus, although the
a ' language of severaﬁ:regiona] bends'was.lngalﬁr, .
© . ‘_ members of ,those regiona1 bands oid‘nct oonsider

.‘ ( themse]ves part of .the same large group ca]]ed

"Inga11k The elevem Tanguage groups are thus

.o v externally observed grdups, not groups in the
minds ofathe traditional Kthabascan'themselves 1
Three maqor pr1nc1p1es affected the soc1a1 ﬁ
\
’ |

groLp1ngs of Alaskan Athabascans:

e e e

The first principle was pragmatism Gn up

8§~ formation was dependent on the number of peop1§'

- who could most eﬁf1c1ent1y utilize. the resources-

ava11ab1e S1nce d1fferent resources required

d1fferent hunt1ng or gather1ng techn1ques, ut111—'

; zing the efforts of different numbers of people, -

- f a




-y . g °
» " - . hd .
. a person belonged to several different social
g‘x' N a . N \

<« Y groupings in any one year.

»

.

For instance, summer fish camp often brought
H 4 - . L

at. entgre regiona) band togetHer. There were

enough fish for.all, and often the site for fish

) “ . . - . o, YL N & *
B ) camp was the part of the lpcal river system which
was moQt abundant in fish. The .entire regional ' ~

band might also join together for fall caribou

<
-

.

hunts, when the codpération of all members was

- : necessary td'reﬁafc éné-man the earibou fence.
In khe winée?f.the regidna]{pand might -split -
up nto ém;1le}‘units, cai]ed local bands, each

l ’ ope madeyu? of “pethaps fourﬁnucfgar families. .

. Each lTocal band 'had its own territory within the.’

’ . territory.of the.rgional band,.and engaged in .
" hupting and trapping activities at this time of

. . year.- - . :
- 'I’}\ ¥ . - : . Q
. The regional band might meet again at a pre-

. determined place and time in mid-winter for a

gatHéFiﬁ@iup"ceremony or,potﬁatch, and then split

»
¢ - -

up again for 'beaver and muskrat trapping.
d Athabascans thus recognized membership in a
\ . - r

reqional band (dialect group).as described above, -

]

"

)
1<%




' / _But the more important social unit was the local

&

: o . and moved around the territory together. . :

T oo The-second pr1nc1p1e wh1ch determined soc;;] . -

;

. . grouping was$ kinshjp. Lncal band members. were
R \ . ¢ o S
. : . generally related to each other in some manner, ©

P —

e1ther on the mother!' s or father s side. A]fhough

-

. band. Members of this® ] ocal band lived together

~
.
o

v -

. k1nsh1p was determ1ned on’ both sides, each person

also ‘had a more specific identification with relaz = -

9

marry members of one's father's sib)." In addition,

‘ :bq t1Ves in toe maternal line. ,A pergoo-belonged td '
v I the/same 'side," . c]an- or 51n as his motherﬂ‘ !, /-
- o [~ ;

- . : s "and all other members of the same.sib were rela-. - ’4 ?
~ '*"l“~““7 Lt tives.of a very‘speciaI nature. One couldn't . o v {
N N . v . : ) |
T {g; " mirry a member of the.same sib (but ome could B ﬁ
- ‘ |

; o wars and gathering-ups -(potlatches) v .e sib af-

- 4

fairs. . . . . y

Most of the Alaskan Athabascan groups reeog-
o ‘nized three sibs, and each sibfwashin some cases ' .-
o, i . - v ' .
t : - divided into smaller named-fa@iﬂy unﬁts. Sibs have

- . hd

not operated in some areas for many years, hoWeyerd

el . - [
. and neither Indians nor anthropologists are aware € -
?j C of the total importance whi.ch. the sibs_had. in pre- C s
:;f contact days. “Since the subject is a very comp li -
- : 3
’ - -2-
' . . - - . .
o l;) } @




R T e Ty 2

. . ‘ . S . °
cated and poor]y unders tood onz, sibs have not E

been covered in the student matarials prepared,

- N o

for this unit. : o L
3 . " The third principle governing Athabascan E

social grouping'was indiv%duaT choice. Each per-

kY L4
.

::‘ . t*on within certain bounds. In general, a.person
§ wes actepted into @ band as Tong as he had rela- «° T :
: tive in the band. Aside from this 11m1tat1on, AN

’ H

peop]e cou]d choose among several Tocal bands

Ce - ‘w1th1n.a reg1ona1 “band. This allowed'the ]oca]

¢ 7 ~

‘bands to be'fluid groups., with individuals chang- "~ -
P ing membershlp as persona11ty conf11cts or ava11-’ ) . : %

S . ability of game d1ctated * .

¥3 . . ' ’ & .
- T Each regional band (and, to SOme extent, each

individual) had Tits own 1ife~ways, be11efs, and "

;‘ = —+ customs. Despite the d1fferences between bands,

certain generalizations can be made about athabas-*

can Jlife. Thase things which were common to all

< ' «

- the groups were on ‘'the ome hand the payts of the

< - . . "

. > cuiiture which were most dépendent on the envivon- \ .
= 3 . . - . Lo P . .
il T ment and were most closely adapted to the environ- ~ . .
: , * . ) " R . F]

T ) ment, and on the other hand were a series of be-

¥ X ¢ ' ) : -
-7 - q‘ 7 . i . o
' o -13- . :
i -0 . ' e

: . 1y . -
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[

liefs about the‘enuironment which remained.fairly

constant across the 11ngu1st1c boundar1es. _ ; -

“

For 1nstance, Athabascans used every ava11— .o

.

able resource.in their food quest. Thus; the :gen- . .

")

“eral pattern of 1ife was one of fishing in the " - o~

. summer and fall, to $ake advantage of the salmon - ;
B Y . ° .

runs and schools of whitefjsh and grayling,.with%

hunting caribou "in the fall, trapping water mammals _ +°

3 .

in the spr1ng, and harvest1ng vegetab]e foods -
° ' .

(roots and berr1es) in the spr1ng, summer, and fall

-

The food quest Was of course, much«more comp11- .

cated than tbat, b"t the general. pattern was very

.
L} ‘. ¥

*"s1m111ar ‘throughout the 1nter1or.._ o 7

’ Variations occur where the environment is.
s]1ght1y d1fferent from the 1n1and wooded river- v
ine env1ronment assumed’ above. Thus, the groups ~\§ ;

who Tived on Cook Inlet took advantage'of the

o

abundant source of. sea mammals wh1ch was ava11—

Ao

ab]e to themt The Inga11k and Lower Koyukon groups . g
whioh lived along the Lower Yukon where fish runsab '
were large and regular spent a brg:ter'part.of ‘
their year haruesotndlfish than d%d those groups
“farther inland. Finally, people in droups sdich as

the Chanda]ar Kutchin, which lived in the foothil]s.

&




v
. e ' 1

of the Broéks Range, spent a 1a}ger pe%céntage of -

.

their time hunt1ng big, game animals like caribou
and mounta1n ‘sheep. - T -
- Y
The anfmiStié belief system common to all

°

Alaskan Athabascan, groups might be briefly charac:

“terized is fo]]qns: A11'creaturesf'and someqin- ‘ .
animate objects, had spirits which were activeg@nn K 5 ;
_powertu1 components of thoée creatures. ?heosp{rits, A 7
ehah]ed an anTna1 td know‘more than was immerate1y‘: ;
.apparent,to him: ?hus, ftihuman beings did-somei o' \

thzng wh ‘ch d1sp1eased the an1ma] §p1r1t the - ..~

s .. e Ty oa

an1ma1 1tst.r would remain dloof frém the peop]e, ' ' -

and the people m1ght starve “There were very def-

’
’ v <

inite rules wh1ch peop]e had to foliow in dea]ing P

N 3 v o
« with animals based cn this béligf in aAQma]
spirits. The specific rules differed from area to
. M kY \ "
.area, but the general concept-was the same through-

¢ .

out. A : , )
The belief sin animal spirits was -actually a

< - ; s

1og1ca1 extens1on of what the hunfers knew-about

their envwronment Thus, when a11 past exper1ence
#

"and 1og1c told a. hunter that game.shouTd be in & .-

[

- certain area,,and 1t was not there; then the con- -,

- - . A Y
had 4 . N pEE
. .

- -




-~
° Y

. c]us1on=the hunter drew was that there was:a reason -

. .. e

for the animal's a]oofness. And the reason was,

“often, that the hunter or a meémber of his band had . . -
A . o . %
hro}gn a tabeo ‘and angered the animal's gpirf;. A C :

~

subsequent ceremony attempted to conciliate the 9pirit; :

T ) . Mater1a1 culture was a]so s1m11ar throughout

- ”Inter1or A]aska, aga1n w1th var1at1ons depend1n§\o\

A

the spec1f1c env1ronmenta] cond1t1oos of spec1f1c “T\\\\_f

- oreas. The Athabascan Artﬁ*act Cards and the "Art1—

2* N

°©

A3 \
fact Information Book" (sqe Lesson III)\illuifrate

‘some - of the common elements i muterxal cu]turep"*“«;

g @ ’ N s o . [N

‘,f ) : ; The mosﬁ‘notable variations fnom the 1nﬂand.huno1ng\
| ' and rishing eubhagis qgsolayeo byvthebé irtifacts
occurred among thé_pérﬁphera] Athdbascan groups;“ﬁhé
i - L - Ingalik and Tanaina. The Ingalik, With theireheavy
x e reliance gn'f}sh,‘had many mor; spéorafized'fi{hihg’
- imptements ohah did other groups The Tanafna, bor:
Y ‘ . " dered by Esk1mos and close to T11nglta, borrowed ' o
var1ous e]ements of mater1aJ cu]ture from those ' e

<

. " cultures., - o

'what'TopiEs This Socijal Studies Unit Will Cover s

. - ) - . — \ s
oo Most of the above elements of Athabascan culture

\ Q " ) K

. ) " are brought out in the erfsuing unit. For jinstance,

: T -~
A b




the enVironment itself and the way the people used'.

¢

the env1ronment ( the year]y subs1stence cyc]e),.and ' i R

wa, o

some of the be]Tefs about the env1ronment are spe'c-

1f1caT1y.covered. The changes whi ch have,occwnred . s

-~ 1 >

" in_Athabascan cu]tune’during the last two,hundred

years are also-an under1v1ng theme, brought out 1n e

:tﬁe 1essons as studerits are asked.to compare and - .

Y

contrast past 11feuay§ with preésent ones. e ,1 ) .

£l
* * R - .

Other e1ements of the,cU]ture'are not speti--. Ve ¢

S T )

ftca14y described. * The band, for instance;i'S"'t

ment1oned but is not des<r1bed to the students 1n

: L 8

deta11. Rather,:1tnms treated as a gfi %ny an e1e-'

ment of Athabascan “1ife which is taken for granted

¢ - z,

The background 1nformat1on prov1ded above shou1d 7"’..

S~

. > a11ow~you to f111 students in when they have ques- v

L] \-..___ -

, t1ons concern1ng the\spc1a1 group1ngs, or can be

z i ~ o
B B

the bas1s of a 1ec€dre you m1ght\Tant o give at the

—
> . T —

e~

appropr1ate time' in ~the un1t ) . . ,uh\_\\

. The un1t is des1gned 50 that students Wil 1earn

Athabascan cu]ture “in the f011ow1ng progression:

" LESSON T~ “1; “s€udents gain a knowledge ‘of the

Athabasc¢an environment.

LESSON I . 2. Students predict activities people

" might undertake to survive in.such an

environment. ‘
: o

O
fe
"I




LESSON I, * 3. Students ‘learn some of the activi- R
: LI, III, - _ - s et
T, e IV & V.  ties which actua?]y did occtur, and com-

pare them w1th pred1ct1ons . The effécté

ki »

wh1ch the env1ronment had on the subsis-.

v tence act1v1t1es should be spec1f1ed.
a : a- .

v
) N .

1

LESSON I, 4. Students Jdearn how peop]e asso-‘ ' ;E
II’ III, N : 7

V&V c1ate with each other (the~soc1a] qroup- _
1ngs) They quest1on how the environ- o

. ment affected the type of aSSOCJation

8

3

. that occurred. - o . :

- “LESSON II,. 5. 'Studgnts Tearn some of the atti- :
IIT . : S ‘

P ; tudes the people had about their environ- . .:
ment. ’ | %

, 7 ~ . ' . S :
LESSON ITI, 6. Students explore the ways .ifi which
. 111, IV & _ T -
) attitudes toward the environment havé./’

changed s1nce Contact w1th European cu1: "
ture, how fhe chanqe 1n attitudes has -
affected a change in act1ons, and. how the

"changes Jn act1ons have affectedéthe way -X f

3 S

they assoc1ate i th peop]e tg?ay



e

SUGGESTION .FOR USING .. - R
‘Book 1, "A'Viewgof the Past” = ° L

2 . 4
v

Th1s book]et is des1qned to a11ow students a -
br1ef view of d gvoup of Inter1or Athabascans th1e’

students shou]d not be expected to 'remember a11 the

+ L]

details in the book]et it is hoped that it will a]]ow

<

them to see some Athabascans as they might have Tived

200 years ago --.and hence, g1ve some concrete meaning

t -

to the term "Athabascan" whi ch they will hear so often

-

from how on.

L1

*This book is told from an 0Jts1der S perspect1ve,

°

' as, 1f the author viere h1dden 1n the bushes across the

° v,

.0f the peop]e s activities without descr1b1nq,the mean—
ings beh1nd the act1ons It s, thus, the s%rt of
obscrvat1on a newiomer .to the Athabascan camp m1qht

«make be‘ore he had become acqua1nted with the peop]e

-\
[ '

\

and tne1r culture.

(2T

Some act1y1t1es and'ﬂ1scu55ﬂon top1cs wh1ch could

v -, .
. ) .

1. Loca*e Athabascan areas on a map of Alaska.
e “
Discuss with. the class the\qean1nq of the term wEtha-
bastan",ﬂsee discussion section of this Lessons above)

v

r1ver from the camp It conta1ns a visual destr1pt1on

P

fo]}ow the rend1nq of the book]et are: ’ ©

e

“identify otherfnon-A]askanﬁ&%hqbascan~gee $--in Ncyth




America.
>

s i -
2. Discuss: Why will the people in "A View o7

N

.. the Past" 'move away from this camp later on in the = °
winter?- What -do you think would happen if they ) -

* 3

stayed here all year? . .

3. Discuss the makezup of your students’ Ho@se- .

LS

ho1ds. How are they d1fferent from or s1m11ar to \f~

_those descr1bed 1n "A View of the Past"’ How m1ght
. . / A"ﬁ -
the children of two Athabascan fam111es that 11ved R
together h ve treated each other? .Do your students

3

7 parents have fr1ends or parfners they m1ght have 11ved B
with, had they 1ived 200 years ‘ago in Inter1or A1aska? B

Imagine what-it would be‘11ke to live W1th another

.

family. . write a story about 7t. o - . o

L] « *
. R
N

4.;“The.§tory states, “Re1atives,aﬁd geod—

.
-

v

friends . . . have decided td stay at 'the same camb

z

" this winter." » .
.Discuss why “the ‘Athabascans chose this place to’
Tive, what resources they feel it was.important:.to be’

K . ¢ o’

near. ‘ T I

then discuss why your sfudents chose to live *

L

5yhere_the§ do, and the resources which théy are near

in their homes. Exafples of resourtes 'your studepts”™ «. ..

Pt




fam111es may have chosen to be near are ])-father's

A3

" or mother's off1ce, ) s¢ \\Q] ) tishing strean, : .

4) stores, 5) highway, 6) fresh air, etc. : .

Now compare the two sets of resourcés: those

’ .

which pre-contact Athabascans chose to give near .

and those which-yourrstudentsf parents chosg to ° ‘°°

 live near. Discuss the "two 1ists.

~ R N

0 A . ~ ‘ . ) b4 .
) ‘”;. . 5. DjscuSs the perspect1ve, or po1nt-of v1ew, |
4 - L “
_which the author has taken in wr1t1nq this book
- P

Then have students use their 1maq1nat1ons t0‘oo
beyond the deschpt1ve statements 1n the book “For s

: 1nstance, they m1qht draw their concepts “of the )

~ ’

1nter1or of the house, or wr1te about living in a-

?moss covéred house; or discuss-what the men might

.
v e

i’ be 1augh1ng about, what *the woman and the fisherman
_are. th1nk1ng about as thé& 9o about“tﬁe1r tasks
E P In othe'r words, have students 1nvest the story with

meaning. Ta]k about the d1fferences meaning makes

-, - e —

in the story. "~

PR . . *
A R . '

6. You might extend this discussion to cover >

-

. the students' own lives, by playing a charade-lige
v N . ? N .

13

-

- ¥ -

game: e T ) N RN
! . . , s . L. . .
Students describe or act out common activities,

., . '

but without the props which would give other students

- N - - ¥ c:

-




c1uos”about what ‘théy are doino Other students

guess the action and 1ts meaﬁ@ng Nhy is 1t be1ng

performed what the actor th1nks about his stask,
& Y

., etc. For 1nstance,=1n portray1ng "tak1ng'QUt the

»

trash a student m1ght wr1te,'"' ) .

o "1 wa]k from room,to room, looking for little

v

conta1ners wh1ch are fu]] of co1orfu1 and var1ed

. . o v

1ab1ts of paper, pens, sma11er~conta1ners, sometimes
magafanes. all sgrts gf th1ngs5: I gather up the
‘container, and .carry itxinto the garaqe. There 1 ‘ L

put all the obaects together +into one/Very large
P conta1ner, and carefully place a 1id on the 1arge

)4 . < . » ) . 13
. 1] i - s .
conta1neru. . . ) . e

¢ -
.g\ v . "
S » Eall

Once descr1pt1ons or dramat1zat1ons have bee

viho. are unfam111ar with the s1tuat1on m1ght give*

/

them’ Then descr1be actval mean1ngs as i

tended by

—" the authqr or actg;. e examp1e above m1ght have

: some of’ the fo110w1ng mean1nqs attached to it:

L

a. The bits_of paper have'been used_and can-

k]

not3be'us=d’again. o

0

b. Some of the qonta1ners, ca11ed trash cans,

- %
N 1

have sme11y contents.

e, 1 don't like to do (this, \f d ratheribe

4

out p1aying, but my* me ther says I have to“

~r

4



_d. -Irash has to béare@ovéd from the house be-

N -

I cause it Ads Uhdes1raple "It is not-"gath-

, ered toqethe " as one wou1d w1th toys 1n

»

. & toy box, thbugh the act1oﬁs as descr1bed,

e,
¢ t,

“above might be very: s1mr1ar to those of o

. puttfng toys and favor1te obJects together. : o

.

d z? Another act1v1ty which ‘@an be used to
‘7,
 demonstrate to students thd concept of "point.of *,

fwiew" is as follows: . P . “x
4 T ¥ - : ) H

Have students Qrite*dest?iptjons of a recent . S s

vivid gceurrence ir your tewn. Or,.have them -

“

write desgrfptfons of your tqwn: or a sma]]'pért

of your town. Compare - the different descriptions. : -

- Discuss: ,Qh]‘did different people sing]éAout

different aspects of the occurrence or dlfferent , ’ L

* N
s . . E

fﬁarts of the town to emphas1ze in, thp1r descr p- ' oL
' fioﬁ§§ Is}there¢any one r1ght way of descr1b1ng 'Lé, r
the ‘occurrence or your -towh? ' N ; |

Next, review "A View of thé‘Rast"“wjthrthgﬁ
focus. _whe}e do yoﬁ think,phe author of the book= : ,
let was standinq when she Hescribed the scene?- Did

‘ &
she miss anything in her description? How might.a

A

desbr1d§1on by one of the 1hhab1tants of the sett]e- , "?_

& I

ment have been different f'rom the one in the book? . :
N s . Y
Have students write such an 1mag1nary descrlpt1on A




SUGGESTIONS FOR.USING -. . . _ - g

-~

Book 2, "Tettin As I Knew It," Chapter I and o A
Resource -Map of Tetlin . ' ) , c -

L]
2

Chapter I of "Tetlin As I.Knew It" provides

a detai]ed description of bnefportion of the . ?
e e A ———— T T T
*;ﬂ“A]a Kan | Afﬁ"bascan environment -- ,the area around

s

< :Tet11n, trad1t1ona11y 1nhab1ted b Upper Tananz

-Athabascans. . The boak wa54wr1tten by Sh1r1ey Jim-

.erson, who grew Up,1n the area.., It prov1des a.

N

good dontrasy with the p?Eceding_booklet in its

p01nt of view. \Ms. Jimerson presents an insider's

V- v

perspect1ve of an Athabascan area rathér thqn the

Yoo A 7 -

more removed historical v1ew which students ob—

E

L3

. tained 1n "A V1ew of the Past. ""v__w«,l;/e;

. ., The following list of suggested activities on
. . e o .9
disdussionftopigs is designed to sensitize your ¢ -

studeﬁts te the epyironment of that one Athabascan

group “(Upper Tanana)‘ as ue]] as to the1r owh en- -
AN — ) .

s

' ov1ropment. ’ : ' ) N

f

Use the book in conjunction with fhe Resource

. - Map of T tlin”’ to fo]]ow the authcr s travels as

= Lo ‘ . she describes her area, and to predict what sorts

of subsistence activities peop1e.m1ght gnoertake

o

in the area.




-

" aloud to your students. Instruct them°tc sit

cﬁight want to mark on the map those areas which-

[

L : .. -
. 3
,'1. Read Chapter I of "Tetlin As I Knew It" )
o ) -

4

quietly, perhaps with their eyes closed or the

tiahts off as they imagine“ihe scenes in the book. t
M ’ ) E} - ’ 1Y 8

2. Then have the students draw some of the -

r3

scenes from the book before they see.the ilustra-

tions, as an cxercise in 1istening and interpre-

LIRY

ting the speken word. - = : -

3. Follow on the Respurcé Map Ms. Jimérsoan»

i

travels as she'mOQes through the Tetlin area.. You

- R

she specifically mentions, 'such as Bear Creek, -,

Rock Hi11, Tetlin Village, etc. . o .

4., Discuss:- why“is Tetlin Villdge 1ocated

Y
4

‘where it is? Discuss this in terms of the re-
« * Qe . . .

: \ ! ’ ) . e .':
sources,available at that location, as ¥n previou’s

i

discussions. Possible résourcesa' fresh water;

3 .

.foéd; trees for houses and fuel. Remember also -~ -

.

-+ the édvantage of choosing a-site on a slight rise,

to take advantage of temperature inversion. .

e «

5. Take the class for a walk outside. In-

P . )
struct the s%udents to be‘?bservant of everytt -~ .




s

trip with a "language exper1ence act1v3ty whieh

.. éxperiences .with one of' the animals mentioned ins

they see in their.environinent. When you return to

c1a§s: have each student write a description of . -

>

the environment as he.or she saw it,.as if-he

> v @ - . - K s

were telling a stranger‘to the area about Jhis
- . . ° o, o B S
home town. . . - ' '

™ 4 J— —en

— 8

For younger students, fo110w up the f1e1d . b

would include class d1scuss1onlof the wa1k
f011owed byelndlyjdua1fstudent 111ustrat1ons, -

13 0 he
wnth theﬁteaqher wr1t1ng student-d1ctated captions.

Put them together 1nto a "réading" booklet for

the ent1re c1ass .

~

Or, use a Po]aro1d camera to. take p1ctures of

your area-4 Biscuss the p]ctures in’ c1ass after

the wa]k. How has your env1ronment chanqed from

.

1ona aqo? And so forth. You might have the stu-
dents draw “then *and now" pictures. .

” - o

‘6. Have students write a story about their o

s T * - r

"Tetlin As I Knew It". Or,-assign an’animal ‘(pref--
erab]y'one“of those mentioned in the book) to ﬂ

each student to observe, study and write .about.

+ - - -

What animals other than those mentiofied in the

book 1?Ve~in the Tetlin area? - e ..

27

. . .. - N




. LS

w - ¥

an- experience when their natural environment woudd

k3

not allow them to_do something they wanted to --

<~ -
‘or necessitated that they do something they did not

X

want to do. §
8. Pf°you‘11ye in an area othef than ¥#nteriér

Alaskas "have students make a list of the poss1b111—’

t1es their env1ronment aTlows them to expiore

¢ B LN

For instance, a-nearby salmon stream allows for,'

°

good fishira; long sumper days allew for lots of | k

’

h1k1ng and Uerry picking; lots of lakes make it

4

Next, have students make a-list. of the ne-

A}

"y 3

cessities ‘their environment imposes on them: For

-

instance, cold winters necessitate that they have
warm houses and clothing; lots of marshiand means

they can't walk far on land in summer, but must

.

J?reiy on-a canoe instead; and so forth.’ - '
After e11c1t1ng similar 11sts about the

env1ronment of the Tet11n area, compare the two.

_ " How would the differences between your hometown's

. ' ) . . ¢ N ”
environment and -Tetlin's environment haveé made

< L ' ",

life.different in the two places two hundred years-

o

. Lo aqo? "~ How do they make life different today?

.,

S q

7. Have the students write (or Jraw) about B

easy to canoe far d1stances ) i ) ‘ .o e

.
» . . . L



e

- L
= . y a 5

" N . . N ] ER

T . 9. Have two groups of students make dioramas

>

of salt maps, one of your local area, one of the
R S ’ Tetlin area, for comparison and contrast.
N . . B - b 2

. - . 7 . .

R 10. " Have the class sperulate on how ‘the peopTe~

a2 \

L who lived in the Tetlin area ut111zed their enV1ron-~

1

) - ¢ 3

* " 7777in Tétlin have used for Ffood? How could they have.

o

obta1ned it? What mater1a]s wou]d they have used

for bu11d1ng houses? And so forth In 1ater

- .Jdessons students_w11J learn the ways in wh1ch Tet11n

LI

>~ people actually did autilize the1r eny1ronmeht:l ; ’
Make a list of predictions students make now to

. . | ‘compare with%the actual uti]izatioh of the area.

<

”

. scribes the Tetlin area in the summer . Have stu- .
- ‘ '~‘ _dents Jrite desériptions ofawhatlthey think Tetlin
‘~f—~**=“?‘“T;*"*”‘ff‘ﬁﬁﬁﬁ‘be Tike” 1n the winter. How would one‘be~
likely ‘to live? What wou]d,onebeat?q knd‘so forth.

Y '

!

f':; : 12." Have students,write about an. imaginary

.(7 ]

v tr1p a]ong one of the tra1ls that branches uut
.from Tetlin Village. They cou]d use the Resource -
Map to help. How do they trave]? ‘What 1s_the

1ahd like? What ‘animals do they see?‘,What'ahimals

?_?'.z . ‘ A R Chapter I of "Tet11n As I Knew It" dew -

ment. For 1nstance, what m1ghi the. people who 1Lved .

-




- do-they not see which might be in the ared any= .

way? Students cou]d 111ustrate as welt as'wﬁite

the 1maq1nary journeys. oo

* b

’ ’: 13, Use the Resource Map of Te*11n to’ Tden- S ;
< . . .

t1fy the vari-ous resources-ava1]ab]e 1n the Tet]1n

area. D1scuss with the class how one, m1ght most

eff1c1ent]y make use: of those resources. Factors
- . IS,

to consi.der 1nc1ude:

How far must a p=rson trave] to utilize the .

.

resource? How wou]d one trave] Lo the resource ) L.

-
.

afea,-ehd.how long would it take to get there? o

How longa should a person stay in any one,

s . . .o v

place? ~— i - R . /' B

¢ B
> ¥ < -

-« ~What times of year are the various resources - . J

ayéiTab]e? Studemts might need.to(de some research

on the plants and animals in Tetlin. _Note that AT ' .

<= ’ 4 <

this was all, informatioh which an Athébasgan had

@ . PP . .

to know in order to'surv1ve in the pastt

b

. P

where wou]d the var1ous camps be 1ocated7 o .

1
v -

How many peop]e should travel together?

" What gear shou]d they take with. them,,and what ‘

shou]d they plan to obtain -on s1te7 - ‘ - .

’ Nhat would happen if a.person stayed in ome

¢

‘place 3n the_1et11n area all year?

-

’
-

¢




<
Il

= 3.

What ‘would happan if one of the resources

. 2

~fa11ed to mater1a11ze (if, for inspance, the,white;

S

f1sh run were very smaH)7 .

And s0- forth In this way, dec1de how to. ut11—

ize the resources of the area.’ ’ -
© The same top1c cou]d ‘be exp]ored in a var1ety
of different waxs: For instance, qroups of students. -

-cou]d research\ﬁheld&fferent resources and . report

.r,,, : ) “... -, .

individual reports. W ﬁga
L. B 4 < L

those resodrce}£Weﬂ“

the natura1 reéources.
,fr
needed to ¢o ns*ruct an

- -‘-& < wx\,

stance, in order: tocChop*down ‘rees topbu11d

R R /t'< - . ,
&

shelter. . e B

~

s
P
i s Lo

Then *6mpare resoumces in your area W1th

~ "“ %

:those dep1eted oW the Resource Map of TetL1n.

‘

‘ . “
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3 .- R e 5
-

5 * . . A &
. v

Y. 15. In order to take-advantage of the re-

sources ava11ab1e qn the Tet11n area, a 1am11y

had to trave] to as many as four d1fferent .camps

7,y
r

. 5
dur1ngfthe course of a year -‘How wouid the1r . ' CE
¢ - “l;‘_,|

k]

-7,~14vesvchahge—a~—there—were a year-round supp]y'

of salmow in the river? (Consider several fac- N
b -

tors: ,How of ten they wou]d have to move; what

-2 — -

Yy FECE

k1nd§ of héuses they would bu11d what k1nds of —
" tools they would make, etc. ) . ‘
A ) ' LA . v ; ‘ - ,

16., Make a resource map of\?our area . i
showing man -made as we]] as natura] resource%

Comoare it w1th the natural resources map de-
s . .

scribed in “14 above. Discuss how you survive -

in<your area today, and” how 1t wouid be differ-

ent if there wére no*manrmade resources What o , “

. happens’ to your ab111tytto survive if you °tay
*in one p]ace all year round? - WhyZY How have ' "

. . e
man-made resources affected the number and kizds , "
g of natural resources in your-area? }

-
-

17. Using the resources map of your area

described in #16 above%’haye students plot their

travels. It might wotk best to have each stu- -

« * b
7

dent plot his travels on a separate map. . This

t

‘¥
F23

e

.y »




~would allow for valid comparisons with Ms. Jim-

erson”s travels. "_\ ' \\\\\. o S

.

. For 1nstance, make . a sTng]e 1fﬁe for each

T

tr1p made by each student from one pei \to an—

S4n

4
L4

other. Tr1ps w1th1n the village shou]d not be

'marked on th1s map (but might be marked ona.

-

ﬁseparate map wh1ch shows a blow-up oﬁ the v111aqe

7are@) Thus, each time a student makes a tr1p

3

out of town, he shdﬁ]d ma rk that,tnnp on h1§ map'.
At the end of\\he semester or year,etake a 1ooP
[at your c1ass S seasona] act1v1ty maps‘and

dete{m1ne what aet1v1ty patterns have been estab-

1ished. Many maps made in A]askan v111ages m1ght
. 7.).: =

1ook someth1ng Tike thls R
. Fc«'cbanS .-

v Haosc hu.v&h Nj

o

FIS}" Y A 1 5
be;% p“'mﬁ -

S

«

. e "ﬁnJWﬂga ‘ R .

-

L]

Kt the same time, use'the Resource Map of

Tetlin to plot Ms. Jime}spnfs seasonal mqvements,lf

“ e
s

K
-




\ v »e 8 , A <
g wh1ch w111 be to]d in succeeding chapters of her

bock "Tetlin As I Knew It.n At the end of the ”{i

\ ¢ . R

un1t after you have read aﬁ] vae chapters from S

" the book,tdeterm1ne her act1v1ty patterns Com- =~ . . ?j

-

o pare ‘and contrast 1t'w1th your students map.

The map of Tetlin might look something like ‘this: =

- ’ °
2 Fa

T . _ﬂé¢“n V[H%jc ’

s

"4

Y oa take , |
In the days before Tetlin became a permanent
econom1c and educational.center, the movement
pattern was\prpbab1y more c1rcuian with fewer'
‘returns to Tet11n after each seasona] act;v1ty ' A‘g P
~had passed It was only after compu]sory schoo11nq
had ~come that the tr1ps for hunt1ng and f1sh1ng ,%;
rad1ated omt from the v111ace A pre-cqntact ‘ ,

, pattern of Tetlin area might 1ook something like’

this: Sheep huntitg ) | . . : S
TN wTeHia Vil :
\\ 7 -'Hm Vi lagc | . ;e

' La<c+ 7é-/'lf;l\\

o




LESSON II; AUTUMN:  THE YEARLY CYCLE, BEGINS LT

~ e

OBJECTIVES: . T

~

-To give students an idea of some autumn :
/ subsistence act1v1t1es

. To reiterate the concept of "Point of View"
in descr1pt1ons of afpeople s way of ]1fe

To introduce the concepts of change and con-
tinuity through t1me i

)

Jo reinforce skills.in objective comparisons.

To. introduce the sp1r1tua1 -element’ of Atha- ;
bascan life through descriptions of the S
medicine’man and his effiect on subsistence T
activities.

BEHAVIORAL OBJECTIVES: o

- Studeénts should~makeja study of some aspect
of the Athabascans” dependence on caribou:
through research, model-building, story-
writing, pantomime, or displays. -

Students should ’compare traditional sub-
sistence activities with more modern ones
=througnvd1sp1ays, discussians., and “inter-. o
~views. . .o p
N . ' Students should study attitudes and spirit- -
-ual components of traditional subsistence i
. act1v1t1es -

" MATERIALS PROVIDED AS PART OF THE UNIT:

%

. Northern Chronicle Newspaper excerpt
Book 3, "Before the Hunt"
Book 2, "Tetlin As I"Knew-It," Chapter 11
Resource ‘Map of Tet11n : .

“aer

MATERIALS YOU SHOULD HAVE ON HAND:

-,Art‘supp1iES for model-making.

.




i

P
3 w

RESOURCE LIST -OF 'RELATEW MATERIALS: =~ - .

\\Bbpksc, Osip, Anna Mae , Tanns ng Mooseh1de and
o Mak1nq Bab1che and Rawmane.

& ~

IS

Spencer and Jennings, et.al., The Nat1ve
Americans, page 13 for a descr]pt)on of _

. dendrochrono1oqy, "tree ring dating." *
Films? Carlbou Hunters - The Cree and Ch1ppewa .
Indians of.Northern Manitoba and their

" search for caribou, the1r ma1n source

. % of *food. -
. 0bta1nsfrom the Nat1ona1 Film Board of
Canada; 16th Floor; 1251 Avenue of the ,.
’ Americas, New York, N.Y. 10020, . -

e . . oo . <
Videocassettes: T t o =
. . : ' ) ’ -

-Moose Hide Tanni.ng. Obtawn from Tanana
Survival: School; Tanana“®Chiefs, Inc.

102 Laceéy St., Fairbanks 99701, o
Educational Games: - - s -
Caribou Hunting with Bow and.Arrow. . ]
e Caribou Hunting at a Crossing Place -
" These two games were developed as part -of
. the Man; A Course of Studies:program.

A]thouoh they were designed to portray
Nets111k Eskimo caribou hunting techniques, -
the techniques. are similar enough to. tra-
ditional Athabascan methods “to. make the
game's applicable to. this lesson.

Obtain from -Curriculum Deye]opment AsSo—
*ciates, Inc.; Suite 4145 1211 Connecticut

" Avenue; Nashwnuton: D. C? 200363 g
Multimedia Kits: - - _7 B
Athabascan Car1£oﬁ Hun{ Kit - a Simulated
' caribou hunt in Kutchin territory< - -
0btain from the Alaska Multimedia Educa- o
tion Proqram vA]aska State Museum; Pouch,
7 FM; Juneau 99801. : AT :
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lE§SON IT: AUTUMN - THE YEARbY CYCLE BEGINS

a . t

-

Backoround Informat1on . - :

- ~

Th1s un1t emphasizes both the spec1f1c types

¥

of act1Vbt1es wh1ch took place Jin Athabascan .

terr1tory and thé fact that movement from p1ace

-

“to p1ace wWas an\essent1a1 part of the 11ves of -

a

) most Alaskan Athabascansa The 1oéa1 band was

’ of ohe ‘group:, ihe M1nto Lower’ Tanana., C

L

Ao o» L4

genera11y the social un1t wh1ch stayed togethe@

in the travels for food B L T

The . fo110w1ng excerpt from 01son' s°Master“s

The51s (1968 4t) descr1bes ‘the yearly movéments

s .

3

o >
s
-

There was a. ‘regular pattern ththe >
hunting.and fishing migrations, which °
demanded that ;the péople Ye on the move
almost cont1nua11y throughout the year. -
They had to travel in small bards. * .

“Late in the fa11,~men who controlled
the mvose or caribou fence .would gathér
their friends and re1at1ves and-set out
for the small ehcampment near the fence:
This, is where “the 1og housés were 1ocated
They would femain in this camp, until mid-
‘December or January. If there was to be
. a pot1atch they would travel .to a, cen-
s  tral point where they would meet o{hers
for ,the celebration. .If: :any were going
down the Kuskokwim, they would start T

9

-

®

-

i
i
P
i

o

in January and return about three - \'><

mon th§ [sic] Tater. %ater on in. January,
~they would be back out in Small bands”

~ ',.( n i oy 1

’

7

LI

4




_.the spécjfic falltime activities of Alaskan -

e

-

)

."

This filtering raises a set of questions about".

o

. “Beford fhe Hunt" édds!that:dimension al-

~ _luded to in-the previous les'on, the meaning which

"searching for caribou of moose, and . .
trapping sma]]er ahimals-and pirds - . o
until late-in the spring.  In.the _—

. warm weather, they wou]d move.to, the - . v
lakes béefore break-up- to-traps beaver - T
and muskrats. As® -summer approached . . -
they moved - to thieir fish camps on” - = .
the small rivers where they fished-
and, hunted water fowl unt11~the fall..

The materials designed for.use w1th this N

v\

and’ Chapter IT of fTetlin As I Knew.It,".look at L

{esson, Northern Chron1c1eb "Before the Hunt,

3 v “

Athabascans at two different Pointé'in time, Pré--

. %

© . . 8- .
contact practices are described in Northern Chroni-

1* nd,wBefore the Hunt, while more modern .
K ET S —— N B |
i 1"”%«" SER NS ‘..’J‘L‘s @ s o

pract1eé§ are descr1bed in “Tet11n AsgI Knew It

iE,

- Northern Chron1c1e offers anuaddatwona1 per-t

’

spect1ve, in. that the descr1pt1on of pre contact
pract1ces is so obv1ous1yﬁf¥1tered through the eyes

of present-- 1y sc1ent1sts ahd newspaper reporters.g

scfentific‘knowieége. Eo} ;nstance} how did the
soient?sts know how a caribou fence worhed? How
d1d they determ1ne the age o;%the fences7 Qhat .
th1ngs might thy not kn03 aoout ,pre-contatt . "¢

prapt1ces? And so fdrth

1_"

L P .
. Fic' : . ‘

. — » o, % . ST e
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|

e e - '3
.

LI 2
* . ,I - ! ) " s ) ‘ =
' the ‘hunters attached to tLe hunt, and some’ of
_.the emotions which surrounded it,
-Chapter 11 of "Tet]1n As 1 Knew It“.con- . .

’ | trasts with the above two pub11cat1ons in that

-
.

its descr1pt1on of Athabascan life refers to a‘'’' .

r #

‘time riod of about twenty years- ago. Thesenl .

;ere days ]dnd after confract with Ang]o_cg]ture o
and goods had been e;tab11shed “long after a _ ,’
money economy had superceded he-subs1stence .
economy and allowed nuc]ear fam1]1es to be 1nde- .

pendenx of theblocaT band. Hunt1ng and ‘1sh1ng

-

— were still important, but the patterns of-associ-

<

. " ation and some.of the Teasons: for hunting had

o changed. - L |- ' --é
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N\ SUGGESTIONS FOR USING . ~ , . ',
Northern Chrohicle: "Scientist Discover Caribou
' “.Surrounds: « C -t

The neﬁsprinb:pa&Efzontajns several different

artictes and .a crossword puzzle, and you may use | .
AN . . . -

them as you wish. ‘Théximportant.artic1e for this e .

Tesson is the head]:he, "Scientists D1scover Caribou
“< . J T Ce
oot : Syrrounds.". The fo]]owwng d1scuss1d% top1cs and

e actﬁvity«suggestmons might be® used as guides-in . \( )
. working with this artiq\e. .
.. Topic I: What Does the Suory " ach Us About
ST : Sc1entlsts7 A

Discuss: L .

o« 4

« 1. How did the scientists knok what the fences

haﬁ been used for?

kY

' . - -2. How did the sciantists~know how old the . )

. fences were? (Note: They used the proces. of

f C ' dendrochronoloay, "tree ring dating," in which

. <+ A by s
. tree rings from the-piéces of wood used in the fence

. are matched with tree rings from living trees in

‘the“arnv. Eaca rina marks the passage Of,dng year
. ) ‘ .o .
X “and the size of.each year's ring is dependcnt on_ ‘

the amount of rain that fell that year. A record
d ' N ’ \ [ st
of wet and dry years is thus e-ident in tree rings,

.
’

k-

ERIC .~ - Lo




-

'and.a)pattern based “on this. record can be compa}ed

? C—

from one tree to another. Thus, the date when thé

»

tree used in mak1ng a fehce piece was cut down can
be computed by matching the pattern 1ts r1ngs make
w1th that of a 11v1ng tree. See«Spencer and Jenn1ngs,

The Native Amer1cans, page 13 for a more deta11ed

descr1pt1on of the process).

3., Once a scientist found a caribou fence,

how -would he‘go_ahout Tearning how it was used?

>Togic 11 Nhat Does thé Article Teach Us

About Athabascan H1story? PR

) 1;1.,_

1.. How d1d the Athabascans know where to
build their surround7 Nhat did they have to know

about caribou to be ab1e to do th1s7

N
« e "'»,*
. &

2. Why were the surrounds po1nt1ng ir the
d1rect1ou\nf the autumn, rather than the spring

m1grat1ons You might have\to do séme research
“im Yo R

on cah1bou habits ta 1earn th1 Posisible- ahswers'

x.}"‘

miaht “be that caribou fur is in better condition
in the fall, cartbou meat is fatter then; migra-
t1ons are more ordar1y and pred1ctab1e in the

fall, etc. . : \ w

»

3. How did the Athabascans cut down the wood




for the fenges? What‘tgols did they use? What

were' the snares inside the surround made of?

i' , 4. Build a“model surround, placing the fence,
men, women, children, cairns (stone piles desicned -

- to look Tike men to.the near-sighted caribou), and

- ) snares® in their proper pbsjtions. "Or, build parts .

. qf an actual-size fence outside, perhaps with the

help of an old-timer or books. .(McKennan's The

Chandalar Kutchin contains a photoaraph of aa“old ‘ .

caribou fence post .)

»

: 5. If there are caribou fences in ycur area,
CLe go on a field trip to-Took at them. Determine ' . .
where the caribdu were ‘coming from; and why they :

; ) were using that particular plzce as a migration

route.

&. Evplore the question:i What items 1n tra-

ditional Athabascan 1life were made of caribou by-\

5

products? Visit museums, conduct research in 1i-

3 ; . brary tooks, use the "pArtifact. Information Book,"

i

interview old-timers, and specu?até on the different -
uses a ca}ibﬁu %iqht be put toward. , e s
Make arlist of thcse objects. Then discuss:
-1 What materials serve the same pﬁrposes today? whgt

are the advantages and disgdvanfages of the old.vs.

-41-




oy

~the new materials? Bring items made of caribou in

'regional band (30 to 100 people). How does this o

" band. v w .

Y
o

IS ™ D

from home and make a classroom display of car1bou-

related obaects ) ' 7

_xa

-

7. A single hunt could yield as many as 400

car1bou, accord1ng to the Northern Chron1c]e“

- .o

Th1s ki1l was split among all the members of the”

y1e1d compare with hunt1ng car1bou s1ng]y W1th bow
and arrow? With-a gun? If your students have

experience With caribquthunting,“hgve themfcdmpbte

how long such a ki1l would *ast the memhers-mf'the

- t e

8. If they are avaTlahﬂe, use Car1bou Hunt1ng

with Bow and Arrow Car1bou Hunt1nq at a Cross14g

P]ace, and Athebascan Car1bou Hunt kit to nlﬂus-

trate trad1t1ona1 methods of hunting caribou (see

Resouyce List of Re1ated ‘Materials at the beg1nn1ng ‘

of this Lesson). -

Topic Til: How Have Thirgs Chinged Since the
- Days of the Caribou Surround?

1. Have one of the students research present
methods of taking caribou in your area; or invite

an adult who hunts caribou to talk to your-cﬁass

L3

~42-
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abdu; huntingethe anima’s. What does the hunter

“have to, know ahout ‘the animal to be successfu]7
N Afterwards, discuss how hunt1ng methods have ;

_changed since . the years of the ‘caribou surround.

o

2. The newspaper art1c1e states that guns

‘ Amarked the end of the use of the car1bou surround

‘ Wh/7 What other changes might guns have made 1n

. between people)

Athabascan 1ife (for instance in the cooperation

"3. ANSWER TO cARIBOU CROSSWORD:, . . ¢
- l B _ B

-43-
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SUGGESTION FOR. USING
‘Book 3, “Before the'Hunt“

i

You may want to read’th1s booklet to. the stu-

dents, have them read the book]et as part of a

read1ng 1esson, or simply ass1gn it to them ; ;as

2T ’ homework One po1nt_of ipnformation: "Gwich' in, n

used. 1nrthe booklet, is,the'phonethc Spejling of
"Kutchin." The following activity and discussion’
suggestiohg'may.he;Usefulfte you: -

-

1. Study caribou migrations, reasons for the
T animals’ movement, and othér pertinent bio1ogiéel
“information about caribou,which might make this

%

étory more meaningful to your students.

2. MWhy did the adults in’the.story ask the

medicine- man for help? What d1d they think he
would be ab]e to do for the hunt7 .

s 3. Why were the'adults.wofried about the
‘outcome of the caribou hunt? Have students write
a poem (not heceSSari1y'a hh}ming onel) which

expre§§es the feelings of ofie of the Gwich'in

about Egrtpou.- Students could write separete poems

to express the men's, women's, and children's

7 e 4 2




feelinés about éaribou and the hunt. Then discuss:

Why wou]d d1fferent peop]e fee] d1fferent]y about

. thé same caribou hunt? a L L

LR - ‘ - % . <

i

*4, Why did the med1c1ne man s performance o

e§;sure the people about. “the hunt? ' N

- .

5. Have students write songs which the medi- N
e cine man'might sing as he performs.

- . .

. : 56. Discués: Do you think_the Gwich'in people

had ‘a good hunt in the end? Why or why nct? What

oy

might hage happeneﬁ to the medicine man if th'e hunt

e R “Were noﬁ%successfu]? Have students Write or draw

an éndingito the;story,:describing the'outcone of

the hunt. B . . 3 -

LY

7.0 Discuss the medicine man and his role 1n

a -

the qroup, or have students wr1te about him. Top~

ics to consider: How do-ygu.think the people :
" treated him when he was not nenfermingz Do, you
think he was a aood hunter? 'Nhat'wou1d happen®

" to. a man in trad1t1onal AthqbaSCan t1hes if he

‘were not a good hunter’




SUGGESTION FOR USING . . ' f S

be -

-Book 2, ‘"Tet11n As I Knew It " Chapter I'l

[
After read1ng about some traditional ﬁthabascan ;
. .act1v1t1es, return to a descr1pt1on of’some more con--ti?
tempowary practices as descr1bed in Chapter IT of -
"Tetlin As I Knew It." Encourage students po,raﬂatéi«

~ this chapter-not only with tradit?onal,aCtivities,ﬁ,

but also Qith Chapter I of the book .which they read
in Lesson I. Lo L L.
Some discussion and activity suggestions fol-

.

“ow: . i A

1. “Follow on the Resource Map of Tetlin the - .
routes- Ms. 5imersdm-aud her famiiy took during the - ﬁéé
fall. L e o

pd

#2. Have students estimate .the years in which

the activities Ms. J1merson descr1bes m1ght,haw T e

taken place. ’ Have them search for- c1ues 1n the ' ’ ;ié
}chapter which g1ve away the tire. (An examp]e is ". ;

the use of a truck.in trave11ng to.caribou coun-

try.) ‘

.

3. .Compare the falltime activities described’

in this chapter witﬁ your own falltime activities.




To what extent do they diffeh? ‘Why do the
To what extent ahe”they_similar?‘ o

¢
A2

°4 Compare the methods of hunt1ng caribou

'whioh Ms. J1merson s father used with: those de- -

scr1bed in Northern Chron1c1e and- "Before the, Hunt"

" Why areﬁthey d1fferent7 In ‘the o]d days, what
1wou1d peop]e have done 1f the caribou herds had
moved from the Last Tetlin area where ‘the car1bou

°

fence wasvlocated to’ the Mt. Fairplay area?
g E
5. What did the author mean when she. Wrote,
T “Fa]] Nas .. Isthe start of another year]y cycle"?
why‘must.her family be sure to fish, hunt, and

pick .berries at that time..of year? Are there

things your family has to do.in th;,jp)ﬁ to get
ready for the winter? What would happen if you

did not do them? S '

6. Write a story about what might happen if
a fam11y did not take care of its falltime chores

o

, _ ‘ - .
7. In Ms. Jimersonis description of Tetlin
) H .

1ife, men had certain jobs and wémen had other ~ .
.jobs. Children sometimes_he{ped: Make a list of
‘men's, women's, and children's jobs in your town.

Compare and contrast your list with the descrip-

-47-
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tions of Tetlin division of labor.

8. Chapter II of "Tetlin"As I Knew It"

akes no mention of a medicine man, urilike "Before
- 7 B ..
" the Hunt.". Discuss why the medicine man did not

o,
-

play a part in Ms..Jimer§9n's-1ife: .

- -~ - . 2
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LESSON III: NINTER,TIME-SETTLING IN FOR AWHILE ° s .'?

4 '

OBJECTIVES " ‘ S S

To prov1de 1nformat1on on the mater1a1 cul- "~
ture’of Alaskan Athabascans

T0 e1aborate\ow the Athabascans re1at1onsh1p ) :

with their environment -~ both the material . s

and the sp1r1tua1 re]at1onsh1p - . o

To 1ntroduce students to a different mode of o

education -- the didactic-story, as_Lgldaln Co
o traditional Athabascan mdnner.

BEHAVIORAL OBJECTIVES

_\ Students shou1d hu]]d a mode] of a trad1t1ona1
Athabascan artifact or structure
Students should.examine Athabascan material .
.culture in relation to -the environmental set- '
ting 1n which it occurred

P

Students should demonstrate an understand1ng
of traditional attitudes about animals through -
drama, drawing, wr1t1ng, or d1scuss1on . W oo

MATERIALS PROVIDED AS PART OF THE UNIT

Upper Tanana House Poster .' . ﬁE -
Athaﬁ}scaN'Artifact Cards |
A"Art1fact Infermation Book"

Book 45 "Younger S1ster and Sp1der Woman"

‘, ' Book 5, “When Peopﬂe Meet An1ma1s
Book 2. "Tetlin As I Knew Lt," Chapter III

Resourze Map of Tetlin .

MATERIALS YOU SHOULD HAVE ON HAND

Any Athabascan art1facts_you have on hand.

' /
Art sunn11es for mak1ng models. of traditional
1mp1ements ‘




-Films:

L)

RES OURCE LIST OF REL AnTED MATERIALS

Books

;Lynch 'Kath1een,fMakingkSnowshoes . ) .--.

<

Henry; Chief,~Koyuken.Riyer Stories

Mishier, Cra1g:(cc11ector), kutchih”Ta1es"

OSgood Corne41us, Inga.1k Mater1a1 Cu]ture c ff

Pitts, Roger S., The Chang1ng/$ett1ement Pat- .~

30§ua1n fr

Filmstrips

terns. and Hous1ng Types of the -Upper’ Ianana

Ind1ans O ( RS “i

3

Vaudr1n, B11T, Tanaina‘Ta1es From Ajeska;,

~ »
-

AthabascamArt—=cWhere Two Rivers Meet*- Shows

N ~~
2 [N

how the old and new merge to form a, distinc-

tive art sty]e. . :

Obtain from Un1vers1ty of A]aska F11m L1brary,

Fa1rbanks ) .
I3 , ~

She]ter - ,ompares 1q1oos,.desert tents. and is-

Tand. huts ‘to show that’ c11mat1c conditions de-
‘termine ﬁge type of shelter peo 1e build. . Con-. .

trasts a pioneer's log cabin with a modern’

hdme to ijlustrate how construct1on technjques

re “lect a history -of 1living conditions. .
Em Encyclopedia. Br1tann1ca Educational

C rporat1 n; 2494 Teagarden St.; San Leandro,

CaJ1forn7a 94577

- '

Indian Snowshoes - Fo]]ows the steps taken by
an Indian.craftsman as he shapes the frame and )
weaves_. the webbing for new snowshoes. -
#937030% from Canadian Division; National Film 1
Board of .Carada; P.0. Box 6100 Montreal 3, ‘ f¢
*\

Quebec,’ CANADA. .

Songs and_keﬁends:ﬂ“_ . o R

Alaska Native Oral.literature Project - a col-
jection of audio-cassette tapes of stories

told in Eng]ish and several_ Athabascan Jan-
juages. . , ,
Gotain from PERCY (SOS) or one of the following
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txhib1ts: } .

P

" First Avenue,

MmusiG.

~ * o

- “ P

‘Tibraries:

‘Alaska State L1brary, Pouch G Juneau.

Fairbanks North Star Borough Library,
Fairbanks:
Anchorage Higher Education Consort i-um L1bnary,
3211 PrOV1dence Dr1ve, Anchorage. \
A\
‘Kutchin ‘Music. Pe%er Char1ae, f1dd]er Cra1g
M1sh1er (ed‘) Folkways Records and SerV1ce
Corporationy. 33 1/3 rpm.
‘This. record features Reter Char11e, an Atha—
bas¢an Indian from Fort Yukon, playing fiddle’
Notes. by Crai’g Mishler accompany the

901

13

ks

record.
Obtain from Gwitche Zhee Corpopat1on Store,
Fort thon, Alaska. .

[

Kthapask%n*%eadwork -~ Examples of Athapaskan
headwork  from the ‘Tate ]19th, century, to the
present day from_the Yu$on Territory are ill1-
ustrated 1n a ser1es ol’co1or photograpns..
Traveling- museum Kit. g

Obtain- from Unaver51gy/of Alaska Museun, Fair-

banks . o

Y . o .




L . . b ..
slowing dowa of acitivity and a temporary settling

locale of the caribou fence that the band usad and -

LESSON III: NINT\ER..TIME-‘-SETTLI_NG IN FOR AWHILE

a

. j .

Background Informdgtion .

For Alaskan |Athabascans, mid-winter meant a.

: - !
down for a few menths. Each local band generally
) b

settled down down ét a site near the rivef, but set

back into the w~nr<s a bit and up on a rise where . S
, ' g N

temperatures are usually a littie warmer than they

are in hollows. The winler camp was oftén in the

/

) . /
was inhabited from the: ti-e of the hunt until Jan-

yayy or February, when aays were longer and warmer \

and families moled out to hunting camps. Exceptions .

to this genéra] pattern were the Ingalik and Tana- |

1na.groupq, whose fegiona] bands inhabited their

winter villages for tﬁe'greater part of the year, *

departing in summer for_fish camps. - '
Winter camp was made up of several households,

and although the exact house plan andAQui1din§ '

materia]g varicd from area t¢ area, the winte}

houses o% many Athabascan groups .were similar. f,

They were semi-subterranean structures made of a |

wood frame covered by bfrch or spruce bark, which
; g ‘ .




.A11 that was visible of the houses from ground
) S ’ ' .
]eve]'werg/mounds of snow with smqbe curling out

of the ééﬁters. The poster provided.with thic

lesson shoWg-an artist's reconstruction of what -
. . / -

the ihside of one of these houses (an Upper Tan-

i

ana model) might have looked Tike.

i The most obvious varfations from this type

of winter house appeared in the Cook Inlet Tanaina

£ /;
£ 4 R /

[ - . . X .- ‘
and Ingalik areas. Tanaina winter houses were

also semi-subterrane.u, but they'were:]argeﬁ than
. .1 ) /” "
— the interior Athabascan houses, and housed several

families. “Also, the outsides of Tanaina houses
waere composed of wood boards chinkeu with moss

s

. between the boards and then thatched with grass,
' rather than the barK/moss/dirt combination de-
i scribed above. They were ca1]ed“"§arabaras" by

the Russians, :and that name has since been a- .

i

dopted to identiify Tanaina houses.
\ Co Iﬁga]ik homes were also semi-subterranean,
i tﬁbugh they we;e built on a mode] which. closely
) V resembhled Eskimo winter houses more th;h\;he
’ & xmtypich“‘Athabascan model described above. (Esk-

/ imo in:luence was also evident in that. Ingalik -

|
- was itse]¥—covereq by ﬁoss, and topped with dirt.
- |



villages contained kashims, or large men's houses,

-

used as men's sleeping quarters and workrooms and

“

as ceremonial cqntéré. v ’ . :

The semi-subterranean house plan used by
most A]askén_Nativg groups in winter s exce11eﬁ%
for Fetainiﬁy\hgat; as there is little surface
area tﬁrough wh{ch Héat caw“escapé, and cb]d winds

cannot penetratg the structure. -In acdition, the’
many layers of insulation used.on Interior Atha-
fas;an winter houses kep; the inside qu{te‘wérm.

- The make-up of-an Athabascanfhouseho1a was.
variable; éven within a single band. An extremely
charismatic leader, who was usually a good hunter
as well, might house sévefal families in his home.
Other households might -hold two nuclear families
as-describéd in "A View of the Past," or might
hold an extended family consisting of a man and
~ woman, their\young children, 3 sihlind or two, and
their aged pa;égts. Again the exception is the
Tanaina hou%ehofﬁx which contained §ever§' auclear -
families.  [n almost all cases, more than one set
of adults lived in a sWigle house. This hed impli-

N

cations for child-rearing;.since any children in
TN
[ AN .
the house benefited from havimg a variety of role-

models and protectors, as well as*pgyential step-

4
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.parents shdu]d their own parents die. It also
meant thaz there was little individual pr1vacy
inside. /It might be noted that the concept of
indivi?ua] priVacy as Anglo cu]turé knows it is
a recént innovation in the history of humanity.
, Life in the winter camp was a bit more

s]o@-moving than life duriné the rest of the
year ‘Extreme cold, sometimes Below -40°
proh1b1ted extended trips for weeks at a time.
"Some food-gi .hering activity still took place;
:kfor ins&ance,‘snares were put out all aroundnthe
camp, dgadfa]]s were set to catch larger game,
and men'went out on short hunting %rips for a
boup]e of days at a time. Still, most of the
local band was in camp at any°oné timé during
the deid of winter. ’

Favorite actjvities during the winter were
story-telling, singing, and dancing. Not oh]y
were:o1d legends, humorous'ﬁunping stories,.and
myths told, but children were also ‘given instruc-
tion in proper modes of .behavior.. Many Atha-
bascan .tories.contain morals which we ~e made
duite expf}cit to children.

Winter was also the time for the annual
‘Gathering-Up festivals, lately called potlatches

after the somewhat similar affairs which were

-55-
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held along the Northwest Coast. Neighboring Bands
were invited in mid-winter %or_one or two yeeis of
feasting, dancing, and singing. The Gatherinc ™ s
were given.in hpnor Bf a déceased sib member, a ..

presents were given ‘away in his memory. The fes-

tivals ;also served to enhance the prestige of the

persons who ‘hosted them. In addition, social and

kinshﬁp relationships were sometimes established

by the arrang®ng of marriages bgtween‘membérs of

different regional bands. Trade re]ationsﬁips

~

were a]Eo.éometimes eétab]iéhed at Qatheriﬂ -Ups
when men from diffenénfuregiona] bands deciged to
beéome traqiqg éartnergl ’

,As.with other elements of Athabascan cu]tu;e,
there were regional variaticrs in the form agd
function of the winter potlatches. For instance;
Lower Koyukon Athabascans a£ Nulato held a Stiﬁk .
Bance,.a‘ceremony which no other group has.

£

No special materials have been included in the

unit as aids for teaching about Gatheﬁing-Up§, be-

cause»oﬁ the. great regional diversity which obtained

L

-in this activity. If you wish to examine this part

of the cu]tﬁré in depth,‘you might want tc ask local

experts for information on your own village's pot-
latch customs. The materials which are provided as
aids for use with this Lesson are listed on the

fo]]ow{ng pages. ' N

S




SUGGESTIONS FOR USING:
Upper Tanana House Poster and "Artifact Information . —

Eook“

The 1arge poster prov1des an artist's 1nter—\ X
pretation of what a trad1t1ona1 Upper Tanana bark/
moss house was£11ke, base@ on schp]ar[yﬁdescr1p- ‘
giohs from a variety of sources (see the bib1i:
ography). ~The poster should allow étudeﬁ%s to
‘observe the house and ocus on var1ous‘objects
1ns1de 5t. Students shou]d be ab]e to predict

'

© fairly well what activities took place in the

wintertime, based on what they observe in thetf

li

poster. - | ’ ) /

The. "Artifact Information Book" can be used
- . 2 : i 1

-

9

for a variety of purposes, aﬁong them to prdvide
informatidn on some of the objects shown oni"the

poster. Discussion topics and activity sugges-"_

tions” for use of these two components follow. - ) ,

N .
« . ‘-

1. ‘Look at the poster. Have students iden-¢ .

tify as many of the ijecb{ depicted on the poster

- . .
.as they can. ', o : -

~

2. Use the "Artifact Informat1on Buek" to .

" provide 1nformat1on on each of the artifacts de-

>

picted qn the poster. Compare the materials used




<'in making both the house and the artifacts with

those students use in their own homes. Determine

—_—— . .
1

wﬁere_the materials came from *n thﬁ past; today. -
" - ’ J 2 ¢ .

. How did materials relate tgf%he natural environ-
ment in the past; today? Why is there a grgéter

4 q

¥ ’ . ‘.‘, N . ) »
variety of materials available today than there f

was two hundred years ago?

3. Have students write about tbeir own hémés;
Whatﬁthgyl1jke_about them, what £hey dislike -about
“them; how many peopile ]iVé }n the‘house, eéc.

'OF, have them draw po&%é}fséze dcawjngé;of‘

“their own homes. Compare these with the Upper

Tanana House poSter.

Y
a H

o 4. Build a model of this Upper Tanana house, ‘
using the correct materials if possible. Place |

L4

models of'péopie in the house. Where ié.the WO-

men's area? . The men's area? Where would summer- *

e

- time tools .and implements. be stored dﬁning the

wiﬁter?

Wy
hY

5. Turn your classroom into an Upper Tanana
house, uSing ﬁasking tape, desks, blankets, wha@i
ever_ you like to simulate }He house. Mark oif

the different areas of the house. Read "Younger

. .Sister and Spider Woman" to the students as they o
« .sit inside the "house". ' -
3 .
4
- £

-58- |
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.

'1jves.{n the house and why they choose to Tive in

* ment in' terms of the following:

take place in their area. Invite an adult to come

© 6. Using a Fe}t Eoérd'ahd cut-outs or paper

‘cut~6uts:p1aced.dﬁ the p&fﬁer, place people in the

- i :
Upper Tanana hpuse.., Havelthe class decide who

o -

l

thét houseﬁo]d Dec1de where each person wou]d

\
s]ecp, whare he or” she wou]d store persona] be-
\ i .

’

1onoings s
A
|

Th_n discuss the amounti

of space a]]ocated E

to ‘each person in this trad1t1ona1-housea Wac

it less épaée_thgn your studehts are used to

having? lihat differences in the 1iving situa-

'tipn~might result from so many) people 1iving-in

such a comparatively small houge?

<

7. Talk about the construction of this -

house and how it relates to the natural nnv1ron-

k]

: < - - “l . .
The materia]s used in houseﬁconstruct1on.

How efr1c1ent1y the house keeps people warm
f1n winter. T

\ ;
How lona it takés to build tﬂe house.

How long the house will last.

- - . UE L, e

g.,°Talk;about"Gathering-Ups. i Have the stu-

dents 'find out whit types of pot]atghes used to




to teach the students some songs or .dances, or” é‘ .
I ' >, ‘ .
L play the Kutchin Music record album in-class (see :
. " the Resource List of Related Materials at beginning . é 2
of this _lesson). :
. - . _ . N
If potlatches, Gathering-Ups, or ceremonies® -
' ) like the Stick Dance are 'still regular occurrences %
' in your village, have students report on these %
festiva]s. Discuss what elements of the festiva] , ¢ i
might bé modern innovations, which elements are:
probably traditional. '
¢ ~
| .
' . ° ' o
. xg <
. R , ‘__’;
. -
: |
L . _60: LI - i
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I SUGGESTIONS FOR USING

+

- . Athabascan 'Artifact Tards and "Artifact Information

: Book" . N

: , : . .

The.AtheSascan Artifactha&ds contain illus= . !

-

o trhtion§ of s-ome of the artifacts which were tra-

d1t1ona1]y 1mportant 1n the 11ves of Alaskar

Athabascans. The "Art1fact Informatnon~Book"~du= L. .

u11cates these 1]1ustrat1ons and also prov1des

-«

1n¢ormat1on on the 1tem$ plctured The cards and

? -

the book can be used throughout the unit on Atha-

- ' bascan culture as a resource for ‘students.

: cps 8 a .
: Some specific uses for the cards and booklet ,
- » N I8

< - 0 ‘e '
g N s k4 R ]
T follow. ~. , . .

s 0 i ’ - o e
= S I D1v1d1ng students into small. groups, give :

- “ . each group a few of the ‘cards. The gro?% musthhen ..

decide how to divide those cards so that each stu=

“dent becomes involved in researching at least one

S artifact. Students could work in pairs.

P After students have researched the cards with. * ﬁ

e the he1p of the "Artifact Informat1on?Book" and iﬁ . 1
any other ANEB beoklets which cqntain pertinent |

information (ea., Northern Chronicle meifitions one -

use of snares),.they should demonstrate an under- .
standing_of what the artifact was‘%sed for, how it~

was +de, how it relates ‘to the environment,. and
Q . . e u M ) * Lt
¥ : . - &
' v : ’
LA -61- " e
e : : '

) : .
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0 -
z

~ °

how:it modifies the environment. They mighi/ag

_this By. drawing or wr1t1nq about the artifact,
9’ 3 ' 4

demonstrat1nq its use to the rest of theé c1ass,

and so_fortha Each artifact should be analyzed

with the question in mind: "What does this arti-

fact tell me about Athabascan 11fe7" N

e ot _ 3
LA - ’ Lt

2. Make ‘models of the impTements dep1cted

=

on the Athabascan Artifact Cards.

° . . e *

\ ‘
3. Make Hudson's Bay (Labrador) tea or other

hot broth using the stone bot]jng\method described

°

N ? ,'\\ o
in the "Artifact Information Book.ﬂ 2

4. Visit a museum to see some.of the actual .

objects dzpicted on the: flash cards. \\ ( T

A

?

A 5. Make additional cards for objetts which

old-timers in your village miqht have avéi]if1e. ®
‘Students ,could be assigned to be reporters in the '

'v111age and gather*such 1nformat1on, or you could

LY

invite adults into the classroom to explain the

ways some of their tools work..
. . '.\

6. HWrite stories or draw cartoons using the

*

' artifacts and cther information from the unit.

For instance, one studeﬁt might do a story on "On

i .

- i




-

°

Day in the Life of an Athabasoan Woman," or “How

I got my Dentalium Neck]aee." -

7. Compare traditional Athabascan tools W1th' o

O ——

_modern-day toels which‘serve the same purpose. -
-~ o' . \

You might want to make a second series of cards.

1

baged on modern technology. Or, 'set up an exhi- .
. ’ ; . . ’ X N
bit in your classroom showing old and new objects~\\
o < "\' 4
(students will have ‘to br.ng 1tems in from home'

for, purposes of the exh1b1t) :\l ' : F\ .é

Have students”divide the artifacts into : \\

- - T DY . ¢
.

the| "Artifact Informat1on Book,™ or they m1ght re-

sea”ch present-day imp]ements used in the same T -
: 'protoss and compare thesesobJects with older ofnes. ‘f . 3

Have the class estab11sh cr1ter1a for, comparisoyu

between traditional’ and contemporary 1mp1ement§<_ .

|

» “ . g ] i . X . . " . . 4 7]
v Examples might-be: L . T
, 3 ' ; G T @ : <

* How long did it take to mé&e the object? L

«-  “ How many peop1e worked on mak1no the obaect*

How fast can the job be done u 1nq the object?




' ‘ How many;t1mes can the obJegt be used before‘
. a new one has‘to be made? ) ; '? ’ o
o Where did the materia]s for-the objett‘come
’ ofrom,_and how were they obta1ned7 6. - ,
> * Who used the.object? . ,‘ | A '
' ‘.., hhere'js the.object used? | S . ol )
. d hoﬁ many similar ohjegts are there that sthe—'
A basically the seme.puréosef (Fg:, to start Fireé Qé \
uteomatehes, Tighters of‘ﬁéhy deécriht ons, f1int§%) ‘

Fl ’ - s

- » . F— . -

L . ! ) '
9. Instruct studerts to be'on the lookout for
I N . T

reference to .the objects shown om_the/Athabasban

-

: i Artifact Cards thrbughogt‘the‘hn1t in the var1ous

stories and ¢haw1ngs.they see., Have them 1dent1fy

those objects which_haie been*described #n the

ooMan

. "Artifact Information Book" as they came across E
~ » ' ’ [ ! -
them in their reading.. . " g .
| v ~ -
. N o :
» - » - z
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SUGGESTLONS FOR USE OF * ' S

. Bock 4, "Younger Sister and Spider Wopan"
:" '0 - . %
SR oL . e
_+This is a traditional Upper Tanana Athabascan‘ :

e Tl' story, one wh1ch has counterparts in most ‘of the _ '
! _ other A1askan Athabascan areas.. It was typ1ca11y
to1d qn winter éven1ngs, probabTy by an older
e ‘- re1at1Ve -- a grandmother:or aunt‘ This’ story, '
S 11ke fo1k stor1es everywhere, was 1oved and antr-

%

c1pated by children. A rh11d heardothe stbry over L

and over through the’§ear and asked for it to be ‘
to]d to him; and w1th each telling, his apprecia- ' .

tion of the story grew..

-

The story is a trans1at1on of the tale as to]* S

by Lucy Adam of Tet11n ' It has been paraphrased to
' the extent that it has been put in standard Ehg11sh —

rather than be1ng a. word to word trans]at1on. Unf .

-

fortunate]y, jn trans‘at1ng, much of the story- 'o,_ .
. te11er s sty1e and drama~have been lost. In spite /‘
of the|shortcomings 1nherent 1n a, translated story, ‘
, the act1on which’ occurs 1° authent1c, and the meta- ST
P e phors afid s1m11es “are accurato SR I .
. The story wou1d probahly he most apprec1ated * :
Do ; ; if it were read a1oud-by ‘'you to your studentsx N ?
) 6‘% . [ . i . n * ¢ £ :;:
. L I ! :‘u 3
w2 2 R .
A . A -/ ‘y - ‘
e e
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%

They might want to read it aéain later, on *.eir..

@ - “

own.

Discussion following th. story might center \

around one or more of the fo}lowing ideas.:

~ «

\

’ 1. "How does this_story dfffer\from the. story ; i
as you knoﬁyit in your village?” '

2.- Wi t lessons do you think an older rela-

tive was trying to get across te her offspring
. . & ' ’ \ ’ L
when-she told this story? . \ T

.

3. Talk about the action in the story, to be '
|

' sure students understant what .as happening. v
o \-. * - . it
4, Have students draw pictures which show
’ what they think Spider Woman Tooked 1ike. = '
- o . 4 : .

&

-
L]

5. Act the story’out as-a. play, puppet play, .
or radie play. |

P |

6. How was-an Athabascan,child educated in the

old days? ‘'iow does’th.. differ from présent day

L4
@

methods of education? - .




x .
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Book .5,

SUGGESTION FOR USE OF | Lo

* there remained a very c]ose/reﬁationship between

the animals that humans are}ab]e to survive,

/
. -’/ ' ' -
"When People Meet Animals" ‘

1
-

This bookiet i]]ustrates the re1at%onship

A]askan Athabascans perce1ved between/themse1ves

and the natural env1ronme:t around them, sp c1f1- .
b

cally that port1on~of the environme t which con-.
1
As the stories. show,

tained anima]sf the rela-

tionship was very intimate: at-one time in the -
<

myth1ca1 past, human be1ngs and an1ma1s had act-

l‘ ua]]y been ab]e to converse, and °11p 1nto .each

.

- .‘

‘other's wor]ds with a minimum of effort. Even ]
; : . .

\

thougn thos@ times were, for the most part, past,

the human Lnd‘the animal rea]ds.

The Istories are arranged to introduce these

concepts gradua]]&. The first story, "Nihts'iil",

[}

merely poipts out that animals are to he respected O

as much as\humans-wou]d 1ike te be respected -- a
sort of Gnlden Rule toward an1ma1s Animals are
portrayed as\1nte111gent Qreatures with feelings

similar to tthe of humans.
\
to be treated kava]ier]yt because it is thanks to

Hu- -~

And animals are not

mans should appneciate that, and shogld e%preSS“ S
\ . i
their gratitude to the inimal$.
) \ 1 i
“\

1
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from wh1ch a certa1n custom der1ved~

-

.know if the wrules, had been_broken.

e 4

CHapter II, "The Female Beaver ",is a bit more
complex in what it tries to tell the reader. Again,
the idea that animals and humans must he]p‘eacn"

B B - < . . . . . :
other out, in a reciprocal relationship, 1s ex- .

pressed. In addition, it tells about the mythical

times when people and animals were not Just’51m1|ar
but could actually become one another And 1t

recounts a speC1f1c 1nC1dent in the mythical past
a, .

»

Chapter 111, "First Salmon Story", cdntfnuesf‘

with the same theme as the beaver story.. A threat-

is given to human beings: "“If you don't follow

these ru]es,'we will never return to you again."

’

It is a threat wh1ch was taken very serijously, be-

cause it went to the heart of surv1va1//food 1t.
P Tl

was assumea by the people that the salmon wou]@

Py

o

The last story, "A’Bear Hint", expiains how

> ¢
_anima’s know when a rute has been broken. It

explains that animals had soirits (the Lower Ko-
3

yukon word 1s. "yera"), and that through ﬂtS spirit,

. an animal was ‘made aware of human transgreSS1ons

4

The spirit reported thesc trangressions to the
animal, and thus the an1ma1 1t¢e1f acted as 1f it

had been persona11y\s]1ghted.e "A Bear Hunt" “de-

!
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scribes one of the possible -consequences of not
following the proper rules. There were others;

such as s;ckness or starvation caused when. the e
animal whose vega had,been'insq1ped refused to

be caught.
Discussion and activities surrounding this

- -booklet miyht center on some of the fo]]oﬁing;

N
“ '

1. Discuss the pe?p]e's attitudes and ideas

about anirals, as evidenked by these stories.

Tt e 4
R ey

2. Discuss &o&r.sfqﬁ€nts"att$tudes abgdtac_
animals. .Ong wayﬁto Qegfn the discussi;n‘mjght - ¢ s
"be to make a Tist of the many-English expressions
wh{ch make some judgmenbaT ;tatement about an .

animal. For instance, "sly as a fox;" "quick as¢

L3

"» @ cat;" "wise as-an owl;" and s¢ forth. - Make a | . ) '°f-?
y ° : .. - .

Tist of animals~the studénts are familiar with,¢ 2 i |

. and elicit descriptive comments on each of the ’ A ?
~animals to place beside;eaéh pame. Discuss why CR I

°. students feel the way they do about each animal.

"

"~ Compare and contrast students' ideas -about animals . 1

*

with traditional Athabascan ideas, «s expressed in

"the stories- .7 ) - -

3. Have the students rewrite one of the stories,

telling it from the animal's point of view.

.\.2
[N




~t

?

4. Discuss present attitudes about huntinQ,

1nvo1ved in a Huny, the emot1ons felt after a

successfu] hunt Compare‘and contrast these

K

e

Athabascans of 200 years ago.

we

‘,-

-

= 5. Nhati]essons were parents trying-to

'teach their children whenr they told the <qu¥:

" stories in “When People Meet Animals"?.

1nc1ud1ng the reasons for huntiing, the emqtidn;

Ly

'att1tudes w1th pre contact attitudes held by the
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SUGGESTION FOR USE OF

_Booh 2 “Tetlin As I Knew It." Chapter 111

1. . Again, follow on the Resource Map of Tet-

lin the travels of Ms. Jimerson's famify as it

4

-moves .fo Beaver Camp. - Continue to plot your stu-

dents' movements on your classroom resource map

(see [esson‘T,;Aétivity #17). T

2. \nat do you think Ms. Jimerson’s family

had for breaifast? Lunch?

" 3. ,th wouldn“t the beaver- eat tﬁe’snare

pole made of dry wood? ¥ o R

4. what do you think the membevs of the fam11y

g -~

- who stayed at camp wh11e others hure check1ng srnares

did to pass the-time? .,

5.. Have students write -a §tony from Ms. Jim-

erson's mother s point of view, e1ther about moving

to Tet|1n as a young g1r1, or aboqt changing her

way of life ‘when white teachggs and ministers came.

- s
~e

6. Why was the coning of white men "“terrify-

ing" and “a scarey time for the people of Tetlin"?

’ o

<« 7. What things.ﬁould have been-.different if

-

this story had taken pliace 100 yecars ago rathbﬁ

¢

T -71-
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than 20ayears ago? Make a note off the parts of the

stary tha% givé you a clue ab how recently the )
events described took place. /£ . . ‘jfji/u?
8. Write a poem aboat an experzence you have

“frad camp1no out: the s1ghts, sme]]s, sounds., and | R

, 1
1

feels, What did you think about7 What-weﬁe:thr e

! emot1ons7 . Te e T .
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 \LESSON IV:
... "OBJECTIVES

BEYOND THE BAND

To intraduce the three major ways in which
contact with outside groups was maintained _ -
by -pre-contact Athabascuns potlatches, war.
and trade

BEHAVIORAL OBJECTIVES L

Students should understand the reasons for
_pre- -contact wars .and compare these with
present day wars.

‘tudents should davelop: and p1ay a trade o
g%ge hased on 1nformat1on on pre-contact

de re1at10nsths in interior A]aska

MATERIALS PRO[IDED AS PART O0F THE- UNIT
_Book 6,
. Book 2

"Needzeek: The Boy Who Went to the. -

Moon *®
"Tet11n As 1 Knew Itv, Chapter III

MATERIALS YOU SHOULD HAVE ON HAND

. Art supp]1es to make Trade Game

 RESOURCE LIST OF RELATED MATERIALS . C

Film:

_Books:

Griese, Arnold, At the Mouth of . the

Luckiest River. Deals with trade
'between Athabascans and,Esk1mos

Erg1n, Annette, Contact_and Change.

. L
Michael, Henry N. (ed), Lt. Zaqoskin's

Travels in Russian.America 1842- 1844

Age of the Beaver - A brief history of
the fur trade in Canada, using. 61d
paintings, engrav1ngs, and animadted
maps.

Produced by the Nat1ona1 Film Board of

-Carada; 16th Floor; 1251 Avenue of the

Ameritas; New York, N.Y. 10020.




LESSON IV:  BEYOND THE BAND

- " Background Information

.« " FPotlatches

Although the famiTy and the local band have
been streseed up' until now as representing the
. soria1'ﬁbr1d of Ataskan Athabaecans, the;interior
’ Ind1ans did hkave per1od1c contact w1th peop]e o
. from other groups. The Gather)ng Up ceremony or

potlatch has’ been discussed in the previous 1eef

son. This was one event at wh1ch peop]e from

d1fferent 10ca1 and even regional bands met. The
»sever~1.reg1ona};Qand : E end1ng a pot]atcbme&hI
. .+ have spoken slightly diffe renﬁyﬁ1a1ects which T

were nonetheless ciose erough to each"bther-to

be"mutually inteT]igib]e. The importance of-poﬁ—

latches in estab]fshing friendly ties wWith out-

-

. side groups has already . been discussed: marriages
and trade partnership offen grew out of associa-

=tionve;t a potlatch: <o - - o . ..

A

Wars and:Feuds‘ s

;Re]ations’between neighbpring bands were not

4

always friendly, however. MWars &mong people of

-

. different. bands and between the Indians and neich-

v

AN ) . '

L. . . “ LN &
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s e

_ b;ring cu]fures“(pa?tgcu1ar1y Eskimo ‘and Tlin-
git) were quite frequent in“pre-coniact times.
These wars took the form of sqrp;ise ra{dsfénd v

~ambushes rather “than open, piahned, hiﬁthq- °

vhand combat. A war became a feﬁd when two'groﬁps.

, continually raided each other's settlements in

retaliation of casualties incurred during-the

prevfous#attack.‘

. The original pbtives for wars sbém to have

¢

been desire for women.and for goods, and, in .

[ ~ . -

the case of.ongoingqfeuds,nfevénge. A‘prihcjﬁ1e

o - ]

which seems to have underiain f2uds was similar -
! - .. N - 2

to a Judaeo-Christian precept, "An eye for an

eye and a tooth for a tooth." When a memher of

a person's family was kilkled, it was hisoduty\to

3 a ~ .
avenge that death. If the murderers were of &
different band and totally unrelated, the death
of a member of the murderer's family was often .  _ .

Y

the only satisfactory payment for the first mur-

der. On.the other hand, a family sometimes

accepted payment in goods for the death of a re]a-r -

on the sta-

3

& - .
tive, the amount of payment depefidin

tus of the dead person. People wer more 'likely

I3




i
[
(S

“to accept oaynent'from a c]ose friend or relative ‘.

‘
o .. ] i -
oL I A L

i

than from strangers or members of an enemy group.
. -

Another important concept for understand4ng

wars and feuds is the 1ns1der»outs1der d1chotomy

which was bart of .the-precontact. Athahascan world,

e

L)

view. . Languaqe -and k1nsh1p re]at1onsh1ps served

to def1ne who was a mz2mber of the in- group to “I-
,

I
»

some ex¢ent, but even more, the peop]e to whom‘

one Was)c1ose1y related and with whom one came

into contact day after day‘(the”Tocal band mem- *

bers) were considered’pért of one's group. 'The -

a

1ess well one knew another person and the - other

person's customs, the less one ‘identified with "

him, and the® less his death affected one persog;

-
- P . »

(1)
LS

ally.

Since the extended fémﬁ]y_(which madg\uprthe
v P

membership of a local band) was the, most importfﬁ

] “
ant soc1a1 unit to an_ 1nd1v1dua1 it is not sur-

e e

ipr1s/ﬁq thct feuds were bas1ca1Ay fan11y or,sib-

affairs, not rea1ona1 band affa1rs It was the
family's respons;b111ty to avenge the death of
oner of its members, a]thohgh other band members

who 'weré not members of thé same sib,sometimes

Y »

“ -




. went along if the war 1eader were char1smat1o

enough to persuade them. S1nce kin re]at1onsh1ps e

H b T extended beyond the band, hOWever, it was often

‘a1so true thdt a member of the band m1ght Wwarr a

re1at1ye in the enemy band that an attack was .

imminent. This seems to have happened as often * - -

¢

as d1d cooperat1on amonq d1fferent familbies w1th— T ea.

}n the band. The 1nd|v1dua11st1c nature of Atha-

bascan soc1ety i highlighted in th1s aspect of -

ll -~ !

the1r culture as w1th others: a person could

‘ choose whether or not he w1shed to take part in a.

“ el
N !

'ra1d. . v ' NS

Fear and distrust of stnanoers seem to be a

universal. human emot1on one which is ev1dent in~

=it

- the story of;Needzeek. It ~eertainly plays a. 1arge ' . ;;

ot pa;t in today's intermational affairs. -

, \ ) Tr‘ade . ! ) R o
. —_— . .

Ano;herftype of contact with outsiders .took
ir, \ " the form of trade relationships. As was stated
S above, men dften estab1ished,trade partnerships"

- _r\ with a memBer of a neighboriug Athabascan band or
D , . R -

‘ Eskimo commun1ty, so that they could, conduct
7 \ trade on a person-to- perspn~1eve| and be assured

of safe trave1 in strange ter:xtory ",

.f -
. | > .
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between Athabas

°

.Extensive trade routes were well estabTli he?‘.

can groups and their neighbors be-

fore white meén came to Alaska. In precqntact ays,

the commod1t1es the Athabascans obta1ned from

ne1ghbor1pg N&t1ve groups "had sometimes or1g1nated

“in Europe gnd had filtered through the trafe routea
AN

7

unt11 they f1na?1y reached "nfer1or A]as a’ (usually

the end of the route for. tr%ﬁe goods) f // om-the ":

feast or west.

But there were, a]so Natfive goods

i

" which were traded from area to area. No onme part

. principle elements ofgere-contact trade.

] &

Lo

-~

¥

of the north'was abundant in all.rpesources, and

'S . .. . <
inland peoples traded with seashore peoples to

4
their mutual advantage.

-

developing a trade game which points out the .

can be used tp illustrate thﬁ fac

—

o
Directions follow for

The game

that extensive

trade routes existed prio» tq contact with Euro- .

] »

14

pean culture, and can spacify both the trade routes

I,

themselves and fh& commoditi€s which moved 'alodg -

-

o
the routes,

i

i
|
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SUGGESTIONS FOR USE OF. o o e
. Book 6, uNeedaeek - The‘Boi-Thax Went To ‘Thé Moon"

C . L This is a traditional Upper-“Tanana story; e
tranf1ated 1nto Eng11sh‘ »It is dnv1ded into gwo
parts ror purposes o* th1s Lesson, and each part

e ..dea]s with a dlffenent aspect of re]at1ons with

:peop]e outs1de one s oWn group The fﬁnst part

deals W1th a b]ood ﬁeud and the &erond w1th .

A person S acceptance 1ntp a new band. You m1ght ) -
want to read‘'this ta student:, or Have them reai ; B .
: it themseives. - A e ' ’

v’ * . . . . . .. . P
- . ¢ . - . a

\

1

Then, possibie tepics Toy discussien or-agt- J
U " . . * -

|

{

~ - -

iyity suggestions might be: - S '

°

b ~ - Z
. f . . -, .

, . 1. First, use. the 5tory as descriptign: . s

"+ Glean as much 1nformat10n 2bout, trad1t1ona] feud\\\

T as youn c]ass cann Using the sﬁo«y a&s your Source ‘\,

.« ' x
i

Descrihe trad1tjona1 Alaskan. Athabascan vars and - S

. feuds to students (see pireceding section).

. = - > N

2. Afteré?he c1as“ has made a. descr1pt1ve

L]

“

- 5tatememt about Upper. Tanana feuds, ask them for

theJr reactmons to the story. ~Do they feel Need=> R ' o

:'* o zeek was,justi?ied in'ki]ting.tﬁ%-mémbehs of the ' '\\ ‘ N
other band? Why or‘wh}.not? Need;eeh fe]t‘he’was . !

) .'doinq the right thing, Why did he feel that uay?._ -

- ’ . - . - N -

, - . T _79._ . N . o s .
L) : : - -




-r

- ’

- . ’ =
M %

.' . » 1Y ‘). o '.“‘ - . -. - .
% ) a’ ‘Lomparg tihis feud with international wars in our
6wn tim.s. No we have attitudes about the "enemy"
- i .
<« sdmilar .to

W‘ Y

Needzesk's feelings about his enemies?

~ '

.o 3.

é
: F’ .. . < i ¢ . N ..
o “ grandmether.  Extend this 'to a discussion gbout

2

Athabascan familyand band Teyalty. Relate

Talk about Needzeek's 1oyélty to his =

these fcelings with school spirit, nationalism, .
pride of family, etc. °, ‘ -

*
.

te

4. Fart IT of Needzeek deals with the young

. . e

man's experiences when. he attempts to beceme a

mewmber of a new band.

What lessons were Athabascan

children taught by(this storv? Talk ahb.ut the way

in which Needzeek was -treated by the b“nd.-1fave
! o ‘
your students ever been left out of a group or -

¥ RN
activities? Have then write poems or stonies about

experiences when they wanted tu become niembers of
a group but were not admitted at first -- or when

fhey, as Lehbersiﬁi a group, were deciding whether

‘or not to ddmit é%:gw persun into it. .
’ %..,-f " : *

5. " In Chapter 1 of "Tetlin As I Knew It,"
Shirley Jivazrson me;tions that. her motﬁe; came to
‘live in $etlin fror another village. Review this
section’ of the Chapter and talk agput'it:

JMhat
k -

4 0 I3 < !

N
oo 2N S

A




sorts of barriers do students think Ms. Jimerson's
- o hogher hight have been mé¢ with by neople already

1iving in Tetfjn? How was she able to overcome

them? Have students ﬁmagiﬁe the situation fromf
, the mother's point oﬁ view, \and have them write

or draw a story aboug the experience. If any of

: your students' pa;en{s come from a different cul- >
L ture or country, have fhem write ébout personal

ZT experiences of iearning to Tive in a new place.

6. Dramatize parts or all of this story, B

haviqg students writeiscripts anq make costumes

(you might use puppets), and then‘§ct out the

play. Invite another ciass to the production. .
Perhaps one of the students could give an expla- ‘
“nation of the play which would p]aée it in a cul-
'tqra] éonte§t’for the‘vi§iting students. étudents

should remember that their visitors probably will

not know much about traditional Athabascan culture

» 2
) when they come to visit.

¥
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SUGGESTION FOR DESIGNING AN ATHABASCAN TRADING GAME:

-~

b}

A fairly simple game depicting pre-conta™%

Athabascan trade routes and commodities can be de-

N

signéd by you and your class. A descrip%ion of one -

poszible variation of such a game follows:.

MAKE A GAME BOARD

w

First, make-a gamerbo&rd. It ran be a laryge

*

. §
map of Alaska, divided into grid squares_about 50

miles to a side (determine the size of the.sqba{és
© ..
£ =Y .
you feel would be most workablel-. Students move
game pieces within tne c¢rid squares.
1

Determine and mark routes of travel. Trade

routes existed: . ,

-

. Along the major rivers (travel could go

*

both upriver and downtiver, since trade often oc-

curred in spring before breakup), and across the

-— - . . k] 1
Bering Strait to Siberia via St Lawrence Island. . ‘
v - ’ 4 .
Yuken, Koyukuk, Tanana, Copper, Kuskokwim,
Innoko, Pelly, Percupine, Kobuh, Bucrland, Taku, ,

I

i
Stikine. Stouney Pivers. K
“2. Gyer Passes Chilkont and Chilkat in,South- |

. . c‘

L4

eastern Alac .a; Menta~ta Pass.



-3. _ Short distances on land between waterways

(Some were short portages in summer)

Betieen - the Koyukuk and the Kobuk i S

-

Between Cook ‘Inlet and Stoney R{yer
Between Chandalar Rivgr and the Arcgjé Ocean

Between the Tanana and the White Rivers . ,
. \ o,

Eskino7 ™=
Trade Center

A

Between Unalakleet and the Yukon '
|
|

1
4

.T):n it Trade -
enter

.Southern
Tr

The object of the game would be to move game

pieces 2long trade routes to Trade Centers of other
qroups (see il]ustration). Once in a foreign Trqd‘

.

. .

.y a
.

Jﬁ ’ '

- . 2
" - . A B

_ .
..
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=R Center, pilayers wou1€‘;radeJAghabascan commodities .

for Southern Tr'bes (Tlingit, Haida, Tsimshian),

.
» ”

S -7 -or E;kiMO commodities. ) . , . :

“ "To make play’interesting, mqgk spmé of the

‘ squares HAZARD squares; others BbON squares. Make

- o HAZARD and QOON'cards to Eorrespond. If.a piayef

N { - lands on oné of thesé specia1‘sqpares, he must - -
draw the appropriate_cérd @nd;do-What it says-

P

Examples of HAZARDS: e e

o
<

1. You can'tu o _on until the river freezes
. MR

. S s ’ 40 . ‘ ..
solid. Lose one turn. . .

’

. - ~ .
. ) <. White-out! You™et up camp-and wait out .

. . |
‘e LR ‘

the*storm, Lose one thurn.: 4

P 3.. You get eaught by an overhahging branch

and it upsets your cance. Some of your goods "do .

- 0

L “.verboard. Lose one card. > . -~ . Ty

hd

' ' Q: Your, band ha"*“eén feud{ng with ghe neigh- .

>

5 boring peonle. "As y.u. travel through their country,

ey ambysh youv and chase you drwarives,/ and yo6u

4 . / .
leave some trade :90ds behind.. Lfse oné card.

. Examples of ROONS:

v

——

As you're traveling on your trading trip,

" you core upon a herd of wcodland caribou feeding on -

lichen: Good huntina!’ Take cne card. . s . ,

«
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. 2. You have been invited to a potlatch. As ]
“your giftl take one card from the.pf]e.\ : . Z
3. The snow has a good strong crust.on it. ot
Easy snowshoeing! Tak® another turn.
‘ v 4. . You meet the chiei of ‘the neighboring band -
as you‘re'traveling through- their territory. He is ¢
A your brother's father-in- 1aw, SO he ‘escorts you “ i 'j
. throuqh ﬁ1s h@nd E tevr1torv safe]y Iake one card.
- ) . Next, make commod1ty cards of seve;a] types . -
) \fthabascdh commodi ties wh1ch students start ‘s
‘e . - . .
oui w1thz . ‘&: < . : _ ; ,E
2. Esk1mo commod1t1es “which students must ob&™ ) s ™
. e tain to win the game. i - , )
. ¥ ¥
3. Southern Tribes commodities which students
: must a]éb obtain. '
i Place the;noanthébescan commodity tards at ) i
7 /.. e 3 n e e — / u / « s 3o ' -
T a ~the appropr ate tfade centers, dividing the cards .
. evenly between the centers for any one cultural '
%\s, ’ , group. ' oo 7
: J.-~Suggestions\f0r Athabascan commoditier .
v ) . N ‘ro :
: _ - -+ Sheephorn spoons oL, c ) .
" - Decorated moccesins , , :
i . Wolf moss for dyes . . P
Ca.1bou hide . : i .
. Bircnwood bow with porcup1ne gut str1nq i
. Moose hide . : il
> .o , Copper ° .y 7ot . s .
’ ’ + Wooden dishes 7 < '
. Furs v .
- ‘ . 1 . ’ N . » ) ‘
: ) ' - 85- )
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2. Suggestions for Southern Tribes Commodities
(Southern Tribes include Tlingit, Haida, Tsim-
shian, and groupé farther south, all the way

down the coast).

. Bntalium shells . ’ . .
ibalone-shells N
Cedar bark, ) : ¢
*Eulachon c¢il (0611 fendered from the Candle-
.+ fish, or Eulachon)’ . ) 4
. {ron 7

3. -Suggestions tor Eskimo Commodities- =

Tools , ' : .
“ Ircn o ) - ) .
Seal o011 . ’” 2
Yhale oi] L j/ Y.
.-’ Fat A ] ) s
Greenstone for blacdes
* i B
SAMPLE RULES: 4.- 11 players L

1. The débject of the game is to tradewith

ifferent groups so that you bhave, in the erd,

’ 3

“cards

»

L4 s £ .

2 “outhern tribes cards

2 Eskimo cCards

for a tctal of seven cards.

-

2. Each playey starts with 16 cards, which

are all Athabascan Commoditiec. ‘
Y+ . 3. Each nlayer starts play from a different
Aty . °
- . . v .
locaticn %n,the mao {called his home base). Make
. ;

P) r‘6..
ki ™
o, & ’

~

.

Y
s

&




1
-

one heme base card for each of the eleven
v

. , Alaskan Athabascan ‘Ytanguage groups (Tanaina,

Ahtna, quer Tanana, Tanacross, Lower Tanana,

....... -

Gwich¥in, Han, Koyukon, Upper Ruskokwim, Holik-

achuk , Inga)ik). P]acé'cards face down on the

~.table. Players draw-one each to determine home

L base. - Then distribute the shuffled Athabascan -
. - ?'. .
Q ’ 1 . "
- b ) Commodity cards to each player.

4, Players mové on the squarés'at the roll

-
£3

of the dice._ To determine which player goesa
. : first, roT dice once. High score is first, and

play proceeds n a clockwise "direction from

. ,that person.

*

- 5. Players-may move vertica]]y,‘ﬁdrizonﬂ'

square for

i

tally, or diagonally. They.-move ope

. each number of diﬁe rolls. They may only move

on water, either oceangor riverss and an design-

- ° >

A square which is partfa]]y'coveredgby water or
’throughlpaft‘OW which a river fiows may be used

as a travel route.

6. . To obtain.¥fhe séven cards ﬁecess§ry to
. win, players may do either=of'th%afo1lowing:

-

I ey * Q

. . .
. « .
. .

‘ .

* - ‘
L3 N / . - * . *
’
«

ated Trade RouEE; (see Make a Game ‘Board, above).-

° -




.ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

-

- - . . N

o " Trade with another player by go%ng to that -
plaver's home base .or

~ Travel to a Trade Center of-one of the

x , other cultural groups (Southern Tribes or

- Eskwmo) o

.
k4 . 4

. 7. To trade with another player, a player
. -] .

) Al 3

must first.p-oceed to jthat player's home base

~
.

”

in the ho}maj Way. Ex thxoﬁing dice.” When he

reaches it, the player whose base it is must
“return home immediately.' The visitor then

chooses)ény one of his hostis-cards for himself,

. and “in.return chooses one of his own cards to

2 —
v —

3

3, 9ive to the Kost. The hosthas no choice in

Y °
»

"~ which cards will be taken from him.

The object in,such a trade would be for the

- guest trader to-take one of the. eards which the

- host has already traveled to obtain (an Eskimo

P

. “
. or Sovuthern Tr.besz"card), or to obtain a card

gy which is a necessary comwodity for trading with

ftural groups. Southern

! [y

? one of the other ru

Tribes, for instance, will not accept Furs, so
- if a
. . \ . s
. hand he would be unable to trade at a Séuthern
N . - \ v .
- Tribes Trade Center. (Sce beiow for a lisg of

. -
o -

¢ ) . -t / .
the comm-dities which the various aroups will
accept.) oy, TS
O b i \ .
_gr;’)//
v ( g .
’ N » \ . % “ »”»
. ’ N ‘} L
- ) k4 ’ '
8_ - -

- "\. 3 « - y ¢ . .
player had only furs commodity cards in his

e
£

-



T The host must waﬁp until his next turn te*

Q o - " - -

-begin his travels once_again. He must ther

zoo - travel yrom home base where he has been placed,

S " . Q -
5 - - and may not retern tojthezsquare he was on be- ¢

: ' : fore the visitor pulled him home to>trade}
;’ ¢ | ' ‘ ' @ - - : .
. 8. To optain a card from one of the non-

g St J Aﬁhabascan areas’, a player must-move according
S 1 the‘throw(%j the dice to a Trade anté}.

Then he may, trade as many cards as” he wishes in . A
n A - .

. . exchange for the desired cards; on a one-foyp-one

‘ ' basis, providing that ﬁe follows thp;e Qéstnic-

s [

- tions:

" . To obtain an Eskimo Card, p15yer must have

. &, s

either ‘ -_ :

Furs
g Sheephorn spoons . .
. . Dentalium . ) ’
- Wooden bowl ' .
Caribou hide -

Eskimo T#ade Centers will ho% accept any

other commodities. Player must have one of )
N PN . . .

s these cards” for .each Eskimc card they wish- to

L “- - obtain. Thus, if a playenr las only one Furs
’ ‘ ’ card’.¢ those on the 1list, he leaves that Furs
card st the Trade Center, and can take only one SN

card from the pile oF Eskimo commodity cards.

L




3 N

L]
g

If, however, he has two Furs and one Caribou

hide cards, he may leave all three and plck up

*

. ' three of the desired Eskimo cards. , .

- : To obtain_ a Southefn Tribes card, player

H
i
1

must have either

¥
. \

»

. . -Decorated moccasings
Moose hides
Greenstone for toolmaking

~ , " Wolf moss
: Copper
. i B1rchwood bow with - porfup1ne gut sfr1ng
° ' ¥ .

oy The same ru]es apply for Southern Tribes
cards as $0 for Eskimo cards trading .is o%e—
i « [ »
- for-one. - '
P -7 .

3

*

AN There should be a 11m1ted number of

aQ - ce

- = .

Eskimo and Southérn'{ribes cards. . Once all

- . N - ) *

cards in a single pile have been Qﬁcked up by

SR o players, that area thay not be visited agajn. | fff\)
-, ) : o .Q {3_ ‘ A
. . " Thus, if all the Eskimo Gommodity cards from . )

v

the Buckland River Traae»Centh-haVe already - . \]
- , beeh p%ckeg up, no phe'may visit that trading :
|

. area.again duping the game. Playebs may only

; i
- f ~ o N . R
- . pick' up "cards which or?  ine.e in the non- A ; \\ﬁ
- 1 d ‘ . : ¢ ! » -, . |
> B * R « g 4 ! I~ =
. Athabascan area y1ey a e visitingd thus only ™ N
[ . ] .. . ‘ s . o |
- ! . . . . .
° ,Eskiﬁg;cards can’bh? obfained trom Eskimo Trade. = -+ | 1
’ et Cenmters, and 'n]s bouthern Tribes cards mdy .be
}
. ¢ p.cked up in the Southern Tr1bes Trade. Ceruers L
iy &
~ ¢« " . i - A '- ‘}\
. i - H LT « A .
- . -90- . )
. . . - ) 2
* 3 b . ¢ , .
. 4 9 ‘5 N A 1
N Y / . ®
' - 3 I}
, A
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e

iwa '-._, N

The other.card*'wh1ch -have been 1eft'1n trade

N

may not be plcked up; they are ouﬁxof p1ay

t ‘e
i

10 If a pTayer lands on a HAZARD square

|
. or a BOON[squere by exact roll of the dice, -he

-

must take a card from the appropiriate pile and

?

follow directions on the card.i : : : a

/ i d . - R r / =

\ .~ / wt ,
2 of .

Play ends when .one player has the nEcessarx 7

< N
%emmodjty cards. . . L

. N .7 ," . / R ;
. N - / . ¢ \\‘ L) .)Q !
NOTE: You may want' to make adjustments to the . o

ruies as you ‘try the game out if p]ay h1ts . s
snags or tiie game 1s too- easy to w1n. o ' | ?
Ny oy

Y

t‘ .
- oA +ar1a*1on wou]d be to show post- contact

trade routes”ﬁnd to add mure European oommwd1-

Ny N I

t1es to those obtained in trade: B]ankeys, beads,

s

-l / - e - ) 9

tea, tobﬁcco and iron came from the east (Hudson's -

2 4 , . " :
: &ay area) and tobacco,-tea, anc¢ bedds came .[from

— .ot w

the west obta1ned by Eskxpos from the Ru551ans,

. and then tradedhto the Indians in Esk%mo/Trade
e - = . s . [ N
Centers. - R : .
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-0

trade 'goods’?‘?How, for i‘;‘l'stan.ce, might their'

- d

" might be that e player may only trade dith some—

.

. ' . - pd
n ST l . ..
~ L /'\ [ ,
¢ f /7 - ) o ‘
" AFTER YOU'VE PLAYED THE GAME:. .

’ N\ ' .
. Be sure to discus: wnat students have: _ )

*

1earned from the game: review trade routes and
a5\ : SR
comnod1t1es DichSs ﬁow-Eunopeaﬁ goods would

\ . ~
o

-

have changed the dajlante of trade. ‘who, for

?
fﬁstance, was 1ike.y to haye .the mote desirable - {

- v
=~

ﬁteMs*after contact?. Why were Athabascans at . .

€

\

the end of the Tine in rece1vuﬂg trade gobds?

D1d this but them in a favorab]e‘ or unfavor- _ P

N : -
- L)

able s1tuatLon econom\cally? Soc1a11y7 How

" might the fur trade have ;ﬁgnged life for the!

Athaba§cans, aside frdp\their pbtaining Ta. few

\

hunt1ng and trapp1ng act1~1t1es have changed7

\ -
' In the’ game as descn1bed abova °ach p]ayer

can concéivably travel aTT over thegst&le Work .I
out’another game which re;u1res cd\gerat1da df
peaple” all along the way and Wwhich h1gh11ghta ; )

trad Lng partnersh1ps. -;or 1ns€ance,-one rule ..

=

one-two cul&ure areas away -« no furthery ur,,., 5?-

A 1)

that nlayer must find a trad1ng partner before .

\Z Rt

o~ N .

‘ .

-
.

he can beg1n to trade : . : )

t A

You;m1gh£%also»w7ﬁk out a simiiation gamsﬂ\ '

.

-

k4 .':v

} I N
v

i .
om0 otany
~




J . ", ' ) .
? " -/ T
) - ‘ : .
R : . wh1ch 1nvo1vés barter. Divide 'the class into !
SR two groups, for instance, Ind1an and Esk1mo. )
PO 0 L -
e T Determine which goods are the most necessary L .-
S _ for the other group to obta1n, which group has, ", .
’ the most desirable goods, ete., based on- your . -
PP . . .
B s . " e '
! - know1edge-of Athabascan culture., Earh-group “ L.
! - t .
L] Y 4
P must try to obtiin the goods they need at the
Lo 1east cost to them. Afterwards, discuss when . .
i - ~ , ' ', .' )
. negotiiations might break down in a real barter-\ ot
- : \e B e -t
A .
5 ing situation, the vmportance of* know1ng the .,
~ 3 + L Y
“rules" of barter, etc. . y .
Discuss-the wqy§ in which the Athabascan ®@ ' - - '
Trade Gamie, as described oh preceding pages, is !
. . A ‘ . . . ) * “\ z H
unrealistic to the ‘actual situation. In what . .
* h * H e [y - K
« ways is it fairly accurate? /” . - - o
- C i Dl "' 4 ) ) 1 * L
- ‘ . . 1 ’ ° ‘
- 0 » « P ; ,':
- Y\ rd . .- ~ 2
: . . / ]
:'; . .J" . * 2
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SPRING AGAIN

. OBJECTIVES: .

LESSON-.V:

To teach students about spring and sumuer » ..
act1v1t1es . .

[4 * -

BEHAVORIAL OBJECTIVES:

Students should make a model of at least
- . - one object which reflects spring and
° * summer subs1stence act1v1t1es .

* Students should b§ now exhibit understanding -
. of some of .the differences between past and W
present pract1ces in Athabascan areas, and . <
- gi've reasons for some of the differences. L
A‘ ’ S & Students should observe their own environ-
. ment” to notice the ‘chgnges spring brings,
e and the changing ava11abn11ty of natural
‘ resouvtes at that time of ‘year. .

MATERIALS PROVIDED AS PART OF JHE "UNIT:

! <

Bock 2, "TetTin As I Knew It," “Chapters IV&y e
Resoufce Map of Tetlin '

N -~ = Book 7, "Koyukaon Riddles" 1
" & ) s -7‘
:
o . g~
s RESOURCE LIST 0F RELATED MATERIALS . . )
Books ‘ ”t
Wulf, Charles A,°Bedver Trappiaa. .
Films: 3
oL , Cesar's Bark Canoe - Building a canoe’ ‘
solely from-the materials "that the forest ' N
. provides -may bécome 2 lost art, even among
T v . the Indians whose traditional craft it is.
U T . Cesar Newashish, 67-year old (ree Indizn of )
N . the Manowan Reserve North of Montreal, builds

a cande #n the old way, usina ohly b1rch ' .

: bark. cedar splints, spruce’ roots, and. gum. o
v Ohtain from.EDC Distribution Center; 39
g Cnapel Street; Newton, Mass. 02160. -



. Q . Y x’ - v © &
) T Portage - / The ‘wealth of the:northern " R
. forests supply the materials for the an- - *
) cient craft of making birch-bark canbdes, s g
. which is passed an from generation to ° ' @ N7
C generation. Setting traps and following
the trap11nes are other Indian skills pre-
sented. i . .
. Obtain from Learning Mater1mls Service
. Unit; Ontario Department of Educati.on;

449 Jarvrs St., Toronto. 85 0ntaY1o, v X
, "CANADA . | . Dl
o Vi deocassetles, ' - - s ‘ _ '
Buildind a Birch Bark Can;e. Bbtain from’ ) ‘i
Tonena,ganyieey SehookiiTonane sbisfs>

Fish Wheel = building and fishing ‘witth a e ,
fish wheel. Obtain- from Tanana Survival e -
oo OSchool S A .o : |

- Flsh1ng .on the Yukon -<The stldents of the ~N
. Tanane survival School learn three d1fferent
‘ " methods of sub3istence fishing. Obtain o
frﬁm Tanana Survival Schopl« e 4




(, - = - * - » ’
o " LESSéN’.V: SPRING AGAIN = -
BAdckground Information: b ;, ' ';§‘7

Late wﬁhter, from March untj1 May, was-a

. time of long days and often good travel 6ondi-p
» -
t1ons Snow obtained.a crust which made hunt-

\

on

!

/
[ ing on snowshoes easy, “but wh1ch was not sturdy
!

,
e e e

enough to ho1d moose. Hence moose hunt1mg '‘Was

good at this time of year. Other funting and

/

. * ‘trapping a%tivities*inéreased, as descrjbed in
I - Chapter IV of-"Tetlin As I Knew It." -Local *-
. . , . bands “began their travels once agatn,'1eaving'

SR S

the semi-permanent wintar houses behind and
. - hau]fng skin tents to good huntin§ and trap-

.. ping 1oca1es ., N .

IRTES ‘ » ,The 1engthen1nd of the days s1gna1ed the

time for another act1v1ty, at 1east for the Koyukon

\

—

o Ind1ans It was the tine tq\pose r1dd1es Father

- v

Jette noted ’ ' ¢

b} Lo -
g

As-the, story te111ng occupies the-long . -

. .winter evenings and entertains the Ten'a e

: : (Koyukon) during thé time that precedes :
e * the winter solstice, “so also the proposing,

of riddles is the time- honored recreation for

> the latter half of the winter, when the-days

° . Wax 40ng, ‘and the' chilled hearts, under the .-

. sun's increasing brightness and warmth, beg1n :

‘. ‘ to cheer, and fjl11 with g]ow1ng ant1c1pat1ons :

' . of the exhuberant summer 1ife. R

+

o

- *Father Julius Jette,'"R1dd1es of the Ten\ Indians"
in. Anthronos 1913, p 181. 4 -

-
[y

[

-96-
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[

A booklet of Koyukon riddles, as collected

by Father Jette, has hgeﬁ included for use with

this. 1esson

The pattern of.hunting and trapp1ng subs1s-

tence act1v1+1es by da% often fo11owed by r1dd]e-_

’

te11ing by . niqht,cont1nued unt11 just before

|

~breal:'-up. kBreak up wWas pergﬁvs the roughest t1re

of year for.- pre-contact Athabastans

[y

were a1most *empty,and an1ma1s were th1n from 3

e

Caches

_long, co]u W1ﬂter‘ F1sh hadn t° started to run
yet, b1rds hadn't returned to the nortH, ice

was danqerous to travel on, but thé: water wasn't

» ’

open, so trave1 by canpe was 1mposs1b1é~

£ K

4 s

-

-Once break-up ftna11y came, ‘though, -spring,

°

and soon afterward summer, had ftnaT1yfarrfged.

-~

Shoots fror new, plants were: gathered fishing

started agaan, and the busy summer and fa]]\

“
- ~ <

activities were\underway. Y
' D'

-

i
In this tesson, congéitrate on some of

L R C L .
spr1nat1me‘and summer Sctivities which took

“~

p]ace 20 years agoy as descr1bed in "Tetlin

Have your students read Chapters

&

Knew It."

and V. Activities to fo]]ow can 1nc]ude: .

.y
Lo

te
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- 1. Make models of some of‘thegiméiements

S - . . . & *
Ms. Jimerson describes. : ! .
. ,~o”“

N .
- ~ / 2

2.~ -Compare M§..éiMerébn‘s 1ife with both
E : ) . ° LN v
pre-contaqt and»presént—gay subsistence activi-
ties (rev1ew Chaptef I, "Wihts'iil", af "When

Peop1e Meet An1ma1f“, for instance) . o

o e - ’
N - =
- > - g

'3 - , .

" 3. ‘Trace.thé travels gf Ms. Jimerson"s

faﬁ11y ‘on the Resource Map of, Tetlin. . ' ,
. v e
% SN . :

4, Make three d1mens1ona1 models _of beaVeh'

- and muskrat houses and study the habits of thes

¢ .

anTma]s .- :
. ) & -

«5.- Inv1te adu]ts exper1enced in musKrat
. < -
trapp1nc and in f1sh1no to ta]k to the c]ass and

<

% describe these act1vrt1es in greater detail.

o Y - 1 . v

‘6. Take field trjps outSide to record the ./ ¥

o

fchanges_that Spring br%ng§ and thefaifference

it makes in the avajlability of various natural.

-~ %

resources from your area. ’ _
e "
L O Y M b . - e
>~ o -
& -
9"' o
- .A‘Q -
(3
¥ -~
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SELECTED ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY ¢
ON ALASKAN ATHABASCAN "CULTURES

’ ~

A. - Adu]ﬁ Literatqre ' R - ‘ o .

Including ethnographies, bibliographies, and
fiction. specifically on* Athabascan Cultures: as
we]] as some general works of ‘interest. \ e

A]]en, Lt. hienry T.3 Atnatanas; Nat1ves 6#
Copper Riger, Alaska . ~ ° - .
" Smithsonian Institute Report- Extract 1886.
Repr1nfed by Shorey Book Store; Sa attle, ;
; . 1370 .

e

A PS ¢
This short booklet .offers a desenipfiony

of Ahtna material cdlture in the late nine-.

teenth century. Subsistence activities and

house types, as well as a brief inventory

of tools and weapons, are described. -

4
. -

Erkln, Annétte E.,.Contact and Change
University of Alaska Museum and the Nat1ona1

‘Endowment fQr the Human1t1es, Fairbanks; -

]972 FIE % ’

" This book-was written-to accompany a _ ..
traveling .exhibit of Alaskan Native- :
artifacts which was produced at the Unie-
versity of Alaska Museum. The book de-
scribes the basic changes which occurred
in each of the major ethnic groups of .
A}aska ,after contactﬁwlth European cut-
ture -

Frj,jA]an, Come A Long Journey s -
Doubleday Canada Ltd; Toronto, Ontario;
¢« 1971,

B

“~ A story o the\ea?¥y trade Wélations
between intéripr Athabascans and the .
coastal Tlingits. Although the book is
fiction, it affords a good view of 1life
and inter-cultural relationships of
several generations ago .

Graburn, Ng]son H.H..and Strong, B. Stephen,
. - Circumpolar Peop]es. An Anthropological
- ) Perspective 3 )
- Goodyear Publishing Co., Inc.; Pacific

.o o L99-




. Pa]isadgs; Ca1ifornia; 1973

. e ¢

' ' . This book surveys the Native. circum-

. polar cultuyres. "Uf particular interest for

. this b1b11ography are "two chapters, "Abo-""

- riginal Suvbsistence Patterns of the
: Athabascan Indians? .and "An Economic
= Hxstory of the Kutckin®". !

Guedon, Marie-Franccise, People of Tetlin,.
Why are -you Singing?: A Study of the
Social Life of the Upper Tanena Indians:
National Museum of Man; Ottawa; 1974,

s

Guedon's main focus is”the social . * *
.organization of, the Upper- Tanana Athabas-

cans as it appeared in 1969-70 when she s

did her fieldwerk in Alaska. Other topics ., -

covered are the subs1stence cycle, 11fe
cycle, and social cer=mon1a11sm -

Hadleigh-West;, Freder1ck The Nets1-Kutchin: —

R ' An Essay in Human Ecology .

- - Unmiversity Microfitms; Ann “Arbor. Reprint

- of. QhJ Dissertation submitted to Louxs1ana

.State Un1ver51ty, 1063 ) -

\ , The author did field work in -‘Northarn
. Alaska "among the Netsi Kutchin (also
called "Chandalar Kutchin™ in some publi- .
cations) with the purpcse of discovering
‘the relationship between cultural prac-
v tices and the envirenment in which those
prdct1ces took p]ace

He]m, June, §ybarct1c Athapaskan Bibliography
7 University of Towa; Iowa City; 1973.-

‘:“:- - The vo]ume conta1no "@11 b1b11ograph1c
. references that pertain to.the ethnology
¢ L and 1linguistics of the Athapaskans of

Canada and Alaska."

Hippler, Arthur E. any Woeds-Jdohn R., The

b4
. Subarctic Athabascans: A Selected
: o - l1n]1oct:phy o
: i Institute of Social, Economic and Govern-
: i ment RrResearch, Un1vers1ty of Alaska;
g PR Fairbanks; 1974.
:" v’ ) ) . )
S . - ' A,well-arranged annotated bibliography
v \-' v -]
. 3 =
IA. N = - - Y P -
e - ' )
106~ -
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of geheral and cu]tura] anthropo]ogy works
on Alaskan.and Canadian Athabascans. Empha -
¢« ° ,sis is placed on the psycho}og1ca1 aspect .
of.Athabascan 1ife as répresented in the
publications.. . BN
, Hosley Edward H., Factionalism ind Accultii=-, y
’ ration in,an Alaskan Athapaskan Community
University’ Microfilms; Anin Arbor. Origi- -
nally PhD Dissertatioﬁ for UCLA; 1966.

Hosley bases h1s stud? on the changes.

- which have occurred -in trad1t1ona1 . o’
,Athabascan culture in the McGrath area. .
L1ngu1st1c gvidencegyindicates that, while
Hosley’calls these people "Ingalik", they
may actua]]y be "Uppe: Kuskokw1m"

Hos]ey, Edwﬁrd H., The McGrath Ihga11k .
Anthropo]o%lfa1 Paners of* the University
ot IOf Alaska, i No. 2, May 1961.

-Hos1¢ey g1ves a brief descr1pt1on of.
present-day (1960) .1ife in h1co1a1, -
Medfra, MCarath,-end Telida. * The 7
Athabascans in this area might be, recent
1inguistic a2vidence 'suggests, Lower T
- Kuskokwim rather than Ingalik speakers..
- 1\— . =

Lantis, Margaret, ed., Ethnohistory in South- .
western-Alaska and the Souihern Yukon-
> 'bn}vers1ty Press- of-Kentucky, Lexington; . .
1970 :

- -4

*Two, chapters ‘deal with ﬂthabdscan
ethnohistory {(history of a group- based .
'on oral traditidn or historic.sources): S .
"Tanaina Ethrohistory: An Example of a' - —————
Method fox the Study .of Cultural Change"e
by Joan B. Townsend,and "Indian Stories o,
About the First dh1te§ in Northwestern - |
America” by Catherine McC]e]]an |
. Leerhman, Douglas, The Vanta Ku'tchin . - o
-National Museum of Canada; Ottawa; 1954. R .

The book provides a brief account of R
01d Crow in Nerthern Yukon Territory., - ”
It includes accounts of ‘warfare, c]oth1ng,
art and fanera] ceremor ies. . -

. \xx. * o
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" the Un1vers1ty of N1scon<1n, 1966." .- .

: ' i 'MtKennan,

-Montrea]
of the ChandaTar. kufchin, a group which.

‘work in 19433,

1nforments . C .t C

. MEKennpn, Robert A., The'Upper”Igﬁang Indians I

Michae]

TTEETTT

Wiliiam-J., The Chang1ﬁb Cu]ture of .the . K
Nulato Koyukon . Indians: ™ o .
University Microfilms; Ann Arbor ,0r1n1-

nally published as PhD Didsertation. Tor PR

Descr1pt1ons of*trad1t1ona1 transi= « .
t1ona1, &nd modern Lower. Koyukon edlture- St
are prov1ded Effects of the major. agents -
of change -missionaries and gdvernment - coe
are examined. | "

Robert A., The Chandalar Kutchin
Arctic Inst1tute of North Amer1ca, .
]965 T =
" This i5 the mos t* extens1ve ethnography '

is today centered around Arct1c Village. T
It was the result of a'summer of field :

and reports -on the culture ,

of that time. It also makes tentative -
reconstructions of pre-contact cu]tura] )
practices, based on historical soufces’

and accounts of Chandalar Kutch1n

. . - R ©

Yale Universipy Pyblicatigns im Anthro-
pology #55. .Yale University.; New . - ¢
Haven; 1959. BN ~ s
. LN ’ N “4

. An-apcouni of life im Upper Tanana _
society in 1929-19380, based on field IR
work by the au*hor The Upper Tanana R .
Indians had been little :affected by, . .- - . ..
white men af the’ t1me the f1e1d work | ‘
took.p]afe . 0 4 L

Henry N , ed:, Lieutenant Zagoskin S :,.'
Trave]s in Russian Amgrica 1842-1.844

dn1vers1ty of Toronto Press; Toronto, .
1967 ) N ) v

»

»

Zagoskin 1nvest1gate3 the Lower
Yukon and Kuskdkwim Rivers in 1842-44,
anll left thiis record of his travels. : )
Much of the information is on the geogra- SRR
phy of the area, although he also pro-
vides va]uab]e 1nformat1on on the culture of

» -
L3
L
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.-+ thesIngalik.and koyuﬁqﬁ Athabascans énq”
#  Eskimos. he gncountered..« He also docu- *.

mented trading practice¥ ‘in the Yukon and

Kuskokwim Valley$, ,jndcating the goods o o

and price< for goods which*were. traded.

Murdod&,,Gegrgq_?eter,uEthﬁogréﬁhic Bibli-" *

. ogrdaphy .of North America, Thivd Edition
-Human Relations Area Files Press; New . v
HaVen; ]972~ . s- . I R " b e . we!

+ This isva_complete (as*of2 1960) bibli-

. ography of’all works 'on” North American . - .~

¢ Native peoples. Consult it for -journal )
articlessnot ldsted in the general-bibli-

-ography. «~ . & _ . . .

. .. °

National Museqm'of-Man,,Canad&'and the Royal
" Scottish Museum, Thé Athapaskans:..

® __Strangers of the §orth . .

i National Museum of Man; Ottawa;-1974.

‘This is a catafogue trom a traveling
museum exhibit .sponsored jointly by the
National Museum of Man and the Royal
Scottish Museum., The scholarly text is

-~

- balanced by numerous beautiful photograph§ -

of Athabastpn'tools and art.
Nelson, Richard D., Hunters of the Northern B
J Forest . -~ < - o -
University of Chigago Press; Chicagos
1973. : B
- A SN .. .
Nelson' describes subsistence activi- :
ties of Aldskan Xutchin Athabdscans in ]
great detail, based - on his'stays in
Chatkyitsik,-Huslia, and Hughes. Gom-
parisons.are made between Athahascan
*7 « and Eskimo adaptation to extreme cli-.
mated o L e s ® e

. 03305, Wallace M., Minto, Alaéﬁaf .Cu{tUral

and- Historical Influgnces on _Group 5

e Identity o )
.« A thesis presented to the Faculty of the
*» _UniversTty of Alaska; T988. -

$

~Somé of the problems of1éccu1tyrat16n.‘
and assimilation, as evidenced by the n
' Tanana Athabascans of Minto, are exam- .

s
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“  Jned. ‘A good .pre- contact pict¥re 'of ]1fe
‘ in. the area is also presented. e .

-

+

: "
05900¢u Cor lius, Cnntr1but1ons to tHe Eth-
noaraphyof tlhe Kutchin -
Human Relations ~Area F11es Press, New
' . Haven; 1970. - . 0% , ﬂ@“*
' Th?s pub11cat1on provides a recon-
struct1on of 19+h Century Kutchin 1 o
Athdbascan culture. .05good covers, the
standard topics for an ethnography,
(enviironmént, material cu]ture‘-soc1a| -
. organization, and‘pe11ef systems).* L .

-

. s

»’0sgood, Cornelius, The D1str1but1on-of che

~y Northern -Athapaskan. Indians =~ = e ,

" 7w .. Human Relations Area‘Files Press; Néw -
wHavm1 ﬂ@VO &, . S a

i

;o F1rsn.pub11shed 4n 1936, g/lsfyhort PR
. o " book*provides infcrmation. on tt distri-:-

bution of Alaskan ind Canadian -nthabascan :
Lo groups, and.npropos:s a system of d1V1de N
i 1ng ~the Indians--i.to linguistic group- :
. ings.. _A11 previous spellings and. ref@?- » .
- ences fo Athabascan groups are 1ns]uded~ -

0sgood, Corne11us, The Ethnography of the B \

- Tanafha W

Human Relations Area F11es Press; New -
Haven, 1966. -~ -

0sgood's’ fﬁe]dwovk,1n Caok Inlet «took.
place in 1931. . From this work he pro- :
duced this volume; a good ‘gémeral eth-, R
nography of the Tandina. It- deals with' - ’
"the wmatérial culture, the socia? -culture, -
) and W]Lh mytho]ogy S SR
- . . . i N
- 0sgood,. CoFnelius, Tthe Han Indians ' ‘
g Yale Unmiversity Publications in Anthro- ..
po]ogy, No. «74,~New Haven, 1971 w O T
s ) JOsgood surveyed and synthes1zed
. existing ethnographic accounts of the- e
- N Han Athabascans to provide.the first \
, y . unified publication abbut tHTs group
o - d : ! w0f Ind1ans T

Y - T, . Osgood, Cornelius; Ingalik Material fultu}e

_10-4_'*; '” . Too- - |
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Yale Un1vers1 Ly Pub11cat1ons in Anthro-
pology, No. 22. -
.. Huhman Relations: A“ea F11es Eress, New
- Haven, 1°70 -

)

I ~ -

v . a,
.

- This*is alarge catalogue of 4ald. phases

° .0of Ingalik nater1a1 calture,. from tools. .
and weapons to céremonial objects. Infor—
mation c6a each objéct 1§‘exhaust1ve. and -

- includes illustrations -as weil as. de- -

. . F

scr1pt1ons on manufacture, use, etc. A -
companion 'volUime to Ingalik Mental Cu]ture

and Ingalik $o6cial Guﬂfure

Lo
1
“

Osgood,-Corne11us, Ingalik Mental Culture ‘ P
-, Yale University~Publications in Anthro-
pology #56. Xale Univa£§{fy; New Haven; .
1959: & ' L

\ . The be11efs *of the Inga11k Athabagcams

\ are covered in this companion volume to
\ Ingalik Material -Culture .and Inga11k

Socfal Culture. Topics covered are: the L
.natural.world, the social world, the ..
spiritual'wor]d anc mytho1ngy .

‘0Osgood, Corne11us, }nga11k Social uu]fure
-Yale Un1ve.s1ty Publications in Anthro-
p010gj #33 Ya]e Un1vers1ty, New Haven;

T

1958 L
oo . “ LT r .. - o
T The social. aspects of.the f0110w1ng o
“a, " topics:are Qovered village activities, :

family'1ife; interpersonal relatsdons, and
individua) beﬁav1or This, is “a companion
.volume tg Ingalik Material Cu]tyre and

-Ingalik Meﬁta] Cu]ture )

’ Parsons, E]s1e C]ews (ed1tor), American . Ind1an .
Life
.Un1vers1ty ‘of Nebrasha Press;” L1nc01n,
19%67. Originally oubhsI}ed in 1922 by’
B. W. Huebscb -Incw e ™

Anthrooo1oq1sts Dortray life in American
knd1an socteties in 27 stories: -Each story.

. is written as if by a.Native of the Indian
’ gr,oup beﬁng described, and though. the ° -,
.acq/unts are actd%]ky wWwritten -by anthfo-

potogists, the information and.action-de-

picted ére true. .The stories are written
.. . N . L .

Cq 05l L —

% M . 4 . 1(}53 . - ) - - !




for the layman. .
of interest for “this bibliography are S

two taies of Northern Athabascans, one of

wh1ch is about a woman from Anv1k, Alaska.

Pitts, Roger Steven,-The Chanang Sett]ement o
.Patterns and Hous1ng Types of the %Pper

. :Tanand Indians

. C e L o, ~ MA ThesTs ,for Un1vers1ty of A]aska, Fair- .

- Ce L Banks; 1972 - . R

L - : This is an .exhaustive survey-of the

- e -0 T differem erucogiec which were a part of

P

traditionmal Uppen Tanapa culture. There - 5
R . - ‘are many-illystratidns and photographs. -
T e ¢ . Changing sett]ement\patterns, brought |
, - . about most recently bty the Alaska High- .
way, are also examined. . A . t

~Spercer, Robert F..and Jennings, Jesse D. et.
> . "»al. (editors), The Native Americans - .
. Harper and Row;-New York; T1965.

[y

W . 4+ ~This is a general sourcebook on °

American_ Indians and Eskimos. It com- - :
. +  ° tains information on preh1svory, archae- .
. ’ . _ " ‘ological ‘techmiques, and-general eth- : :
v .. nographies of d1fferent Native groups
S L ‘One 'section is devoted toe"AthabaSCdns
) o : . of the Western Subj-Arctic®

Y

” Su111van, Robert J., The Ten'a Food Qiest .
) The Catholwe'Unnvers1ty of America; U '
’ : . Washington, D.C:; "T932. ’ ’

. IR
e ~

; ‘ _" Sullivan reports “onv'subsistence 5%11v1-
o . © ties ,of the Ten'a (Koyukon) Athabascan,
. as they took place in 1936-7. He inc]udes
; . customs and beliefs Wwhich surrounded the o
* ? var1ous act1v1t1es - ; '

-
P
i

'Townsend, Joan B Ethnohistory and Culture
, Change of tre ITiamna Tanaina ]
S . . University Microfilms;-Ann Arbor.  Qrigi- -
B ’ *" nally PhD Dissertation for UCLA; 1965.

- [
.

. . This pub11cat1on focuses on the cu]ture
- - ‘ ) change .which has occurred in Tanaina cu]—
i - ture since contact, as well as the per-
PR _ ' _ sistence of some aspects of the culture.
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.rVanStone, James W., Athapaékan\hdaptétioos' \f y o
: Aldine Publishing Company, Ch1cago,.1974

' ) ) VanStone’ syntnes1zes written accounts - b
¢ w of Canadian and Alaskan Athabascans to

Lo . * provide-a good, . gereral view of subsis-

. . " tence aﬁtivities, social institutions, o
. . .and belief systems The various Atha- .
L ’ bascanYroups are d1v1ded by subsistence
, ’ pattern,,and good comparative ana]yses R

are given. .ot l

+

T

VanStone, James Y. and Townsend,

Kijik: . An

2 Joan B.,
‘Historic Tanaina Indian

Sett]emen+

[~4

Fietd Myseum cf Natural History; Ch1cago, )
1970 * !

. ? s
1 : 4 -
L ' The archaeo]og1ca1 remains found at. <
' . Kijik, a village on Lake Clark, are de- . .
: . “scribed. Since a great majority of the ,
. vémains. were trade goods®the .authors ’ '

. spend a 1arge part of the book relating
. <the archaeological results of the dig
with historic accounts. Reconstructir.s v
of the.culture for the early contact
. period, nineteenth and early twent1ebh
centuries, are presented. @
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~ 7 B. Juvenile_Literatupe ) ; e
- . " Including béth fiction and. non-fiction on Alaskan..
: o Athabascan cqlrures ’ .
" ¢ Anderson, ‘Laura Dav1d as told to Audrey Loftus,
_ -~ ) . According to Mama P
_ . ?t Matthew's Ep1scopa1 Guild; Fairbanks;-..
-, . 1956, ’

Mrs. Andersvn'recounbs stories, customs, -
and beliefs which her mother told her as
she was groW1ng up in Upper Tanana area in-
’ : the ear]y twent1e%h céntury -
7 Gr1ese, Arno]d A.p 111us‘ by G1o Coa]sOn,aAt A
. v " the Mouth. of the Luckiest Rifer
. ‘- _Thomas Y. Crowell Co.; New-York; 1973.

% 1

. . - This is a we]] written and cu]tura]]y
' N accurhate story about a young Koyukon
: "Athabascan boy and his defianceé of the
estab’ichgd order in his vi]]age.°

, Henry, Ch1ef Koyukon River St.ries
e Adult L1teracy Laboratory, Anchorage, 1973.

' o ¢ The book conta1ns four stories told by =
Chief Henry of Huslia to Karen Mark -and
Sara Minton. .

. ¥ Hunting<on, James, as to]d to Lawrence E111ott, -
o o . . «0n th@ Edge of Nowhere - b e
s Crown Pub11shers Inc.; New "York; 1966 ¥ 4
An autob1ography of Jémes-Hunt1ngton,
an Athabascan leader. - s ¢
’ Lynch’, Kathleen, Making Snowshoes e -

° .Tanana Chiefs Conferencé, Inc.; pr1nted by
.Adult Literacy Laborato}y, Anchorage; 1974

An illustrated book]et wh1cﬁ‘descr1bes

the steps 1nvo1ved in mak1ng snowshoes. °

. . , Mishler, Craig (collector), Kutchin Tales ) k
. Adult Literacy Laboratory, Anchorage, 1973 j

3




This book contains four traditional’ « o
Kutchip stories as told by Moses Peter T
and Ambrose Witliam.

Osgood, Harriett, Yukon River Children
Oxford University Press; New York; 1944,

T

. . The book offers good descriptions of ..

5 . - an interior village.in the 1940's, from S
springtime ts the next winter. It is e
interésting - réading. However, the . . .

 characters in the book, 2171 Indians, are - -

made to speak in pidgin EngTish and are

v ) , often portrayed as: backward people, who o
. don't really know wnat's good for them. _
: A paternalistic, outsider-focus s évi-’ E
: dent-throughout the book. There is-also’ s
L . a tendency to ster@otype. - . .
. , N
B °t o, :051p, Anna- Mae; Tann1ng Mooseh1de and Mak1ng . e :

"Babish and Rawmane

Tanana Chiefs Conference, Inc.; pr1nted
at- the :Adult Literacy Laboratory;
Anchorage; 1974. - ‘

"The tann1ng techn1ques of Laura Han-"* ¢
o= cock and the babish and rawmane-making ’ . E
“ ) ' techniques of Maggie . Nicholi are detailed
’ -in-this publication of the Tanana Sur-
_ vival School. - - , -

L

§ﬂ~, ) ' Paul, David,- as to]d to Auurey Loftus,

¢ - Accord1ng to Papa . . ,
St. Matthew's Ep1scopa1 Gu11d, Fa1rbanks, 2 ‘ :

. 1957, _ A -

. - Paul recounts same of .the customs and ST 7

beliefs his father had told him when ‘he -
. was.growing up in Upper Tananid country
. * during the early twentieth century.

o . . Vaudrin, Bill, Tanaina Tales. from Alaska . .
L _ e University of Ok]ahoma Press; Norman; .
o o 1969. c . ’
o Leqend storied -- ta]es to]d for enter-
tainment :and dinstruction -~ are recounted
in this book. They have been edited by,
Bill Vaudrin, but arc based on the stories
&2 as they mgre told to him by ‘the old- t1mers
3 of Pedro BRay and Nonda]ton

k]
)
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. Wulf, Charles*A., Beaver Trapping T
Tanan'a Chiefs Conference; printed by
Adult Literacy Laboratory; Anchorage;"
1974, -~ . { )

; An illustrated booklet which déscribes -
the steps 1in trapping beavér and preparing
. the skin fo¥ tanning. ot e
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. “A Production of the | ..

A]aska B11Jnoua1 Edueat1on Center

-, of the .
ATaska Native Education Boqrd
4510 International Rirport Road
- Anchoraqe, A]aska
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;BDNGER SISTER AND SPIDER WOMAN- ~

LR . _ | ,
) Told by LUCY_ Adam v
o, . . o R
’ Collected by ~
uPéu] ‘Milanowski. .. ;41
. o .
’ Trans]ated by. - T
f - Fred Demit ) ,
; ’ . * ’
'~ "Edited by
. T ,Patricia Partnow L.
T May 1975 ; _
. S :
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. Two young ginrls,. s1sters, were chas1ng a
-butterfly. They fo]]owed’lt outdoors, 1nto the
brushﬂ' The sisters copied the*butterf]y S
stund as they ran, *Lil, 191, 1i1, 1i1, 191,

They. followed it, trying to hit..it With a

- stick, but as they came tlose’ to the butterf]y

it flew away ‘They sti]] ran after 1t tr1ed

to h1t it agann, and aoa1n it flew away. They
Pept fo]]ow1n3 the butterf]y, end in this way

they went many m11es from the1r home

They were wander1ng around in anZunfamil-

4

\1gr part of the woods when they saw a house in

Rty

’ the c]ear1ng\L They went in and saw. an ‘01d 'man

o ror.. -

- ‘v
e » PR

’ s1tt1ng in a dark corﬁ“?* \H\ﬁwas cook1ng a

dog! The two sisters, 1ookéd at the “man’ 1n\hox:;i

‘ oo

-

’ )

The man 1ooked qp‘and held out the dog

v




4

.

" old man. She ate the other eye!

eyes~to*the glr4$— —"Eat them!" -he Eommanded the

0

girls., The younger s1ster took one of the eyes.
She put it insidé her jackét, pretendino to ea@

it. But her o]der sister actually obeyed the

2

<

That night the girls stayed in the o1d maﬁ‘s

-

’ 1
cabin., The younger sister stayed auakeﬁelje_,fue

" night, afrq1d of the o1d man. But the o]der,-

sister was nott careful. When morning came, she

was deade Theﬁdﬁa man had kilied her.

When it was-iight, the.younger sister ;aw_

what ha'd happened to the o]der girl. Shé snnck

out of the house and ran as ?ast as she cou]d
}‘ l”,

She was runn1ng eway from. the on man. Evéry

so often she looked over her shoulder behind

her to see if the old man were following her.’

A

He was! He-was getting closer and closer. . Just

v

when he was about to catch her, she threw her

-




‘bone_skin scraper behfnd her, right in front -

of the.man. . "Turn 1nto a big, h111'" she com-

-

manded' Sudden]y, whérefthe skin qcraper had

a
L

struck the ground, & bia h111 sprang up, right . ,_w
in front of the old man. He .had to c? 1mb over ‘
i

1t ‘while she ran on ahead

The girl kept runn1ng The man was catch-'

1ng up “én her again. She came to a'ffat'pﬂace -

and ° threw 2 W1110w branch over her shou]der

_"Turn into a creek'" she commanded; Sudden]m,

f
° R '

where the}wi]1ow branch'had hit the ground, a

» ;Qﬁllow;fhicket sprang. up. 'And rjghg 4h frent o v ?

,'pf ¥t . rushed a'wdde creeh; Now the old man - -
had to fight his way through .the thicket and

" swim across the creeg,i\Bdt still he Followed

her.” He was coming closer and c]oser

:

S ) The g1r1 kept runn1ng and f1na11y saw a-

o~ s

head .of her an old woman —She-d;d not know it -




7 3 e . 7

; T, then:y but 'she had fun up into the sky country

and was how running t&ﬁgrd the $pidér Woman.
"Grandmother!" "she cried, "An old man is N .
‘°f91ﬂowing me! He killed my older sister and . e

now he is-after me!" o

P
" o

""The o1d woman quickly wrapped the young . | Al

giy] up and hid he'r away Yn her house... Soon ) ‘

P

the‘d]d man came running up to Spider héman,'

. "Where did she go?“/ﬁé“demanded. "I can

'sme!T her. Her scent comes right to: here.

- — 5 \

,,:;Bring,her out or I'1] staﬁ'youl"

The old woman was not afraid. "You'd

: ! A . .
- . . . PN - T .
. . better ,go away, old man, or I will lock right, .

0

at you." . . . L s ‘ 7
The man did not ‘pay attention ‘to her -

warning. He started to enter the hguse,-' ' \ . :

Spider Woman turned toward him, and stared

< » R
- - ]

»ight at™him; Suddenly, where a.man had <o

-

: ] —

- .
N )
k] Aty w—*—-;.).. st .

K] &

411y -
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béen standing, there was just a biﬁe of bones_
: S — g

2

on-the—groundd— - -

. "Gather up the bones," Spider Woman said ? .

i l,.

to the ypung girl, "They will be. usefu] to
you They will tunn 1nto anythnng you-say.

-Th1s, for 1nstance, will becqme blueberries. :
3 ; ’ . z
She threw a f1ngerna11 out onto the ground. B

"$1ueberr1es sprang up . "T%ls w111 become a

rock." She’ threw a f1nger bone -out onto theé

ground, SEE where 1t feii a rock suddenly ap-, .~ ) .-

" peared. ' ‘ i
The o1d woman. and the young girl threw ‘ .

. : ’ ‘

more parts«of the dead man out. onto\the ground.

‘
. Te—— '

H1s 1ntes%1neo and heart became,b1ueberr1es anc o
’ .w11d raspberr1es One of his bones beoame

' cranberr1es. In_this way, all the berries in

the country were named and sprano out of .the

ground, right nhebe the bones fell. Even edi- .
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“ble roots Were ‘made .in this wa'yf".

jl—.—"\_\a‘rl,d\lookgd ‘ri ﬁht “at' the lo'l%;i‘\magh.

<

A11.this

»

B

e

-~

happeﬂe"d’ because &Spider Woman had turned .
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g Now the -01d woman had some sons nd one g
ey .
4 / \ .- * R
6? fhem became the husband of the younn §1r? ) R

So~the q1r1 stayed -#nd 11ved w1th Spider. woman

- and her sons for .a 1onq t1me.

o One day, she saﬁd te the o]d woman ;Grand: ":' » )
na, I feé] bad.; I m1ss my' mother andﬁfather and ‘ A J
the r%%t of my fam11y T . @ ; - ‘ ;;f |
fa}.‘ Spader'Noman understo;d ;"You can ao home A _':: ,f
tjkbu:?an&,knme you, want See that roé; gver {n‘the',3 L, 1 ::;
‘] eotnerO L1ft it up - vand 1ook under it, The I
' qr] went over to the rock and pushed at 1t - s ‘ﬂé
it d1dn t move.‘ She wrappedther arms around 1t ‘ h“th‘ -
and pu]]ed It s¢111 d1dn t move., ;k f,uu 1'.“;z%%$
‘ "Gnawdwa, L»Can t move it1" she said. Lo iff;fé
' Qﬁgi"f"The o]d woman ‘walked over and litted the ‘ ’ ‘17
| rbck°w1th her wa1k1nq st1ck ) . " E
"Now;"*she to]d her granddaughter, "Look ) ‘ X f)f
; ‘ 5 o . : ;
! R T




down. where the rock used to be." .

The‘giri obeyed. The rock had;doveréq{q “: ST s
hole in the groynd. When she Jlocked throtghs
the hoTe, she’saw'und¢¥ﬁeéth, far. far down,

. -her mother and father and older brother, )
wa1k1ng around at their camp.. Then she Ignewo
that she was 1n the sky country.-

;**A*Tne Sp1der WOman ro]]ed tne stone back »n

. p]ace and told her grand aughter that she

.t’*/ would be able to go back down to the earth s
i; 7 _out first she‘had;to m;t; a good.stron; rope ‘
. to climb dé&n.onl #Twist sinew .to make it," ;o l\ A

she said, "but don't let my sons see it. They

'WO‘n't let you go."

: P . The girl twisted sinew day‘after dgy, un;w X -
é B . ti1 finally she thought it was long enaugh to ' ‘
: -,{ reach the earth. ‘Agaiﬁ her‘gmandmdther rolled f e

| the stone away with her stick. > They lowered -

“ \




[p— --- - % - - N

&

&

‘ﬁhe rope dowh, but it.did not%reach the ground.
’ The stone was rolled back, and the gir!
tw1sted more sinew to make ‘thé’rope Tonger.

She worked day after day, but was - careful to
h1de the rope whenever her husband and h1s
brothers returned to Spader woman s house ﬁne
day ,* she thought that the rope was~finally Tlong
enough Spider Woman ro]]ed the stone away
with her st1ck for a third time and they tested
the rope. Th1s t1me 1t reached all the ‘way to

the earth! -- ) -

e SO that her palms wou]d not be burned when she
s]1pped down the rope She put~ the mittens on
and started .her climb to _the earth. 'AS'she

“welk ,\she heard Spider woman catl after herge .

"When you get to the bottom3 tug_on the rope |

and } will pu11‘it back up. xMyfsons.will be °

-

9 '

The young girl had made some rock mittens ’

K

-




L

e

.angry when they see you are gone. ;If it hails-

and, snowsy think to yourself, 'My grandma has

~’n

been killed.' And- cry for me -

‘The g1r1 s 1id down the rope--down, down, v
until f1na11y she bOUChEd the groundv She

tugged -on the rope and it was pulled from her,"

up- 9-nto- the ;ky. She looked eround, and saw, - -

‘ right in front of her, her older brother! He

wasicutting wood! She embraced him, and he

- 13 o
took her to camp where she was finally wjth her

.,mother and father again.” Everyone hugged and

kissed; they.were so happy £0'be together a-

gain. And the g1r1 stayed w1th her family
from theh on.

But ope day, it hailed and soft snow:came

‘down Then the girl knew that her qrandmother

the Sa1der Woman had been k111ed And she

cr1ed softly for the old woman.:

g ' . 120
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I -’ 3
e "You! ve;goF%O“payitor“the miRts T, " her mother it?i
? _ sald when she saw’ theé pH@ ofreots ”Don tforgetto ) '%
- leave somethlng in the cache'for the n1uekrat" S
; - woh, Mom," her dau§$ter answered who would - ;\%
. ever know! _ Thesmuskrat Weuldnt“know that | was l :
the one that took the nihtévif .;a}tv ‘does it, matter?” .
"Yes," her mother ansWerel %ﬁ%:’The muskrat will |
: know “You've got to pay'ﬁaw'wﬁat“i ,Stéke;é*Tﬁeff7’ L
| muskrat worked hard tb7 fl § B
; shouldn't empty it wnthq t p ying fa"n ;
- The daughter stuH’Wasnt cop
happens if ‘| don't pay*tor it?" :

The mother- answered :
\Inuskrat er go into our auher,ang take out aH‘

- -
«

our meat - @;




L T1974: 47-48.

o ) o | | R
little. bit of cloth for the muskrat. L
b . :

. : s -3 v e .
Adapted”from Guedon's People of Tetlin, Why Are You Sing1ng$

1567 ..
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_ CHAPTER |1, "Fhe Female -Beaver", - n
I J ' ; R
. There |s a Koyukon story that the old people used
“to tell to the|r grandchlldren on w1nter nights, »when, o

all the ch'ldr,en ‘were warm/ between fur blankets. Th‘e"'f
fire in the mlddle of the wrnter sod house would be '
'burnlng low and the. smelf of the smoke would blend
wrth the smelI of fresh spruce boughs coverlng the

e

floer, g B _— i o=

4 .
. The. story went somethlng Ilke thls : o T
. ¥ | |
-
i
‘ i3
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. The man was greeted by the people They told him ..
tihat though they looked like people to h|m theyfw-e:\rg__.‘ o
really beavers He had stra=yed out of: hu_man ter*ritory_'-'

¢?

‘and into beaver |and L L . R
:The young man was very tlred He looked _arouincl
“at the beavers' camp He. saw .a pretty-yo»u'ng wotn‘arf ~‘
next to one of the houses Although he knew she-was
;f’“trealty a beaver he. declded to take her as h|s wrfe and

- to stay in the beaver camp ~ He lived there- aII wmter J
long, W|th h|s new. W|fe and her re!atlves o

Ty

- .
¢ . < ¥

When sprlng came the young man knew thaxt |
'was tlme to go back to h|s own: hosme But §pr|ngtrme T

| is the: time- of hqnger ‘and the beavers had: no extra

food to sen'd wﬁthtthe young man for h:s trlp home

¢ T




| The beaver people talked it over. - They could . not
give the man food from their caches but they: decrded

th,ey WOU'd let. him take one lez'uu;i' shildren as food. o
for his trip. . e ) ‘ y SR
o The young man's wrfe offered ‘to be kIHed Svhe' )

would become food for her: ehusband and keep him alrve L
¥ Her parents. Iooked at their son-m-law and said to - 7;
"'7him' "When: you' have frnrshed with II““ meat, you mu%"

throw the bones mto theawater and say, ‘Tonon thseex

This means “be made agalnvm the water ,

. -
K

- ca s

[‘ . . . y ‘=

¢ A , . ) H

-\ h AN

’ - . . - L B

. 2o . - . N

*. .. . M . . . - .=
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‘The young man agreed, ‘and"s"et off for his home
vrllage With the beaver ‘meat.. S '

'The man got home safely, thanks to the meat he
had been glven When he had eaten it all he threw

-2

the bones |nto the water and sai "Tonon thse‘eX '

Suddenly the female beaver who had been ‘Hs wrfe

appeaeed in the wat‘er where he had thrown the bones
“.She swam away to her parent !odge '

-
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The oldvpeople would end thenr story.- by saylng, .

‘ ”And ever snnce thaf ’ume we have followed the custom
of th rowung beaver° bones -inio the w@te.r after’ we have
. - L. . . & , - .
P eaten the meat." ¢ 7 - T e
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CHAPTER IIl;. "First Salmon.Stofy" - L

The Tanalna Athabascans used to tell a. story about

iS

,“

Ohe sprlng day when |t was just about tme for the

salmon run to begln a rlch Tanalna man put out hls

, fish .trap as he always did a that ‘~t|n{e of vear* He
hoped—to catch enough salmon to Ia}st hi's family for ‘the
“whole ye‘“; The man told his dafghter not thgo near

_the-fs-'s:‘h .tra_p. .

y ’ /

i
{
-
r’ N ! . " /

’ - . N ’
o 1 . R

[
~
i

a' salmo,n ' It goes something Ilke this: E \//
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His daughter was curious. 'She'wondered why her
father did not want her to see the trap. So, instead of
. obeying him, she walked down to the river toward the

trap. L e : .

a "I'll be back in a little while,” she called to her

father as she waiked away. | ‘
Wheén thé girl got down to the river, she went

straight to the trap. A big king salmon was swimming °

Lar'dund in the water, and she statrted talking to him.

-+

-1- 13,



They taJked:aﬁd'ﬂﬂkeda\enﬁ befdre shefknew What
was happening, she had turned iﬁto a salmon herself!

‘g -

She slid into ‘the water and dlsappeared\Nnh the blg

~

king salmon

The giri's father looked everywhere for hIS daughter
He could notflnu-her. Every day he called her and
“searched for her, but she never returned..
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start-agaih, the rich map.sst out his fish trap as usual. -

. Vi L
The first time he checked it, |

with many beautiful salmor. The mcn threw them all
out on the'grass,f-'f.;é‘nd began cleaning them. He feft

the.smallest fish for -ast.

i

- aven I
s

-l3-/'/ léd

‘The next year, when the salmon run_was about to

he saw that it was filled

-~




" cleaned. The man turned to pick up the Ii't_t‘le salmon --

-4 little boy! oL S :

l}-inélﬁly,'éll‘ but""th-e last small fish had been
and saw t'hi’at, where the _ftish had been, there was -now

The man walked around the boy, starin'g at him.

a . -

He walked around him three times. And finally, the
th,si_rd.time', he knew why the boy looked familiar. “He -

looked just like the man's lost daughter. The man.

suddenly knew that thls young boy was his granoson

the son of hxs mlssmg daughter .

i o
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CHAPTER [V, "A Bear Hunt"

A‘Koy"u.kon_ Athabascan man and his son had been
out hunting one winter day. On the way back to camp,

, they discovered a bear hole. The old-ér\:-glan‘{stlick the
end of his long bear spear into’the hole, hoping to
wake the bear up and make him leave his hole.” He poked

-and poked, while his son stood nearby with hislown Ispear'

rga&ly to stab- the bear as it.came out of thfz holﬂe.




The bear started g'rowlﬁi‘nt_‘] ' fhe man felt him ‘moving
about -- he was gonng to come ou’(l As the big anlmal
'( emerged angrily from his den the two men panlcked
rThe spn I‘unged at-him with his sharp- pointed spear‘. His

father followed with another stab at the bear. There was

°a struggle -- and the bea‘r fell down, ‘and_slid-be_ck;i‘r_]te

- his deni. . | ‘

The two men were horr:fled They knew f[hat after

3 beer has beenﬁkllled, its forepaws m;jst ‘be’cui off,. and
its eyes must be burst, Although the bear was dead, its -
spirit, or yega, could: still harm the men if these'things.

> were not done.

[
IR T S



‘The man and‘his son tried to- remove the bear from'

dhe hole, butlt wgs aHeady dark by thlS tnne and the
bear was- very heavy They eould not pulllt out .

" THe men returnedto camp. Theyiertvely worned
'benausethey had notfoHowedthe rules: The bears
'yega would be angry. Days—end weeks, went by, and.
nothlng bad happened to either one. rlnaHy, they for-
goi'gbout the_dead bear ln its den.-

-

.;:
)\i

.
. -
LI




R -
o -
i
- .
bl L -
. f
-4
-
.
N h © 2 x
¥ =
. o .
W
N
-
-
Y
o
.
"
6
i)
¥

. . . P
e - 3 . N - " ) . i¢

his band said he had gone blind because he fad ‘broken

. A year lafer, the Son went blind.. The pedpl\e‘-i‘n S {
a rule -- he had failed to burst the bear's eye after

’

killing- it. T R -,

L

« ©
¢

Adapted from Sullivan's The Ten'a Food Quest, 194?:'86. 5 .
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NEEDZEEK -' THE BOY THAT_ WENT TO THE*MOON e
' PART I

An old 1a&y ]ivedAa11 alone.” A1Y her fam11y
had been killed by a neighb@hing band. She kept her—"

:se]f‘a]ive by snariﬁg‘rabbitih Eve?y'day’she wenkt to-
N \ B
check her snares. SN \ - N vt

;{ *

,‘ & /,,-

»
P

One day whén she waS\wa1k1ng toward the

snare 1ine, she heard a ch1'l s cry com1ng from a g

e

nearby spruce tree. She hurr1ed over to. the tree, and

PR Y

there, lying at its base, wa raesma11 baby box
She took the baby/home with” her. She named
him "Needzeek " meaning " overed with’ p1tch " She fed - s

him and took care of him. / He Tlived on rabbit soup

j w
/ . -

He grew up very quickly =- much more™ qu1ck1y than a'

norma] child. Soon he Mas runn1rg around, a b1g by .

The old woman‘taught her grandson, for such.

e

v« she ca11ed‘h1mx to set rabbit snares. At first he ~

'set the snares at thé’top of sprucemtrees] Birds
RS- I

f]ew 1nto the snares, and the boy proudly took them

e w

to °his grandmoxherg : c e




o,
.
. .
B B
- ¢

" "Grandma,,why is 1t that you stay all a1one?" .His

' she asked. ‘S

T

v

,Jgrandmother pretended she did not hear him.

>
.
.

" snared themT“ the boy sa1d He tedk her

to h]S snare:11ne and sﬁowed her the snares, each one

J*, up high ;nﬁagspruce tree ' : P

:

; . The grandmother 1aUghed "Byt those;aren‘i,

bblt snares'"‘she said.: Then she showed him how to

* «

cut a spruce fence, how to p1ace the. snares along the

fence. "This is the way to do 1t,“ she to1d her gYand-liuﬁ'

1 [} [}

cHi]d From then on , he set his own snares and ‘be- -,
came very sk111ed at catch1ng rabbits. ' _

He a1so ;earned to k111 bear, and together
he and his grandmother 11ved off. the dried rabb1t and

bear meat. And ‘eact t1me he killed a’ bear, he was

careful to save the"bones and gather them t, ether in--

Q9

to a bund?e

1

0ne day the boy asked h1%fgrandmother, -9

The boy was stild curious.~ Some time later,

~ -

. 2
145

She was amaged.ﬂ "How did you_get thé bfrds?ﬂ

-




'heiagain asfed her, “Grahdmaﬂ why is it'that you stay .
¢

all “alone?" * He kept askinng her, over*and,over aga1n,

and f1na11y she bo]d him the story . -

5 ‘ “Those peop]e who live over yonder -- they j’

> -

1 ﬁ1 Ted my’ peopTe ST ) _
. o . ... e - a -

o ) AftervNeedzeek heard the story, he became o

.
’

<

.

é; ' angry. He began to work very hard from then on, K
X

. maklng arrows from the\bear bones he had saved Each

L St

\ )
bear,r1b was made jinto an arrou. As he scraped and

.

‘ shaped tmy arrows, he sang a’ song. ' "Chuu111h11 haas

haa t¥is t?'is ' Day after day, he sat wuorking on”
. ] LY -

"~ his arrows and s1ng1ng’hls mag1c sorg.

v

.

H1s grandpother listened but did not under-

-

- stand. "I don't know what your song means," she . .

said. .Needzeek-did not exp1a1n. He just continued.
E ' mak1ng agrows and s1ng1ng . v ’
E 2 .

One day', he was finished With the arrows.

He .turned to his grandmether_and sajd, "érandma, I'm

.

going to the £amp of the others. --I'm going to where
-

3 LN/ .-
.+ .the people,live who killed your people!  None of them

-

. e 1 t) {_} .mﬂ —

‘
.




\‘

\ ) .
will be left alive not even a\Htt]e dog! Don't
worry-about me, -Grandma." .|

7" Naedzeek set out on Rils trip. As he came

near the big lake that washfhe hkmerof the beop]ezj

they saw him and- said td each other, "Look! - Way
over there! The orphan boy s cqﬁing éoward'us. We'll
club him and get rid of h™~ now." '
Neeazeek kept waln.ny toward the camp byithe
lake. The people of the lake ran toward~Neeq2eek,
meé?ing to surround him~a£d ki]] him. Needzeek just
stood theré, not showing them his _bo.: and the arrows.
made of bear bones. As the people came closer, Need-
zeek took ont the weabons, pulled back the bow string,

and shot an arrow. As.he did so, he said, "Dzeet¥ iss."

A magic word, ~He repeated "Dzeet}'iss" every time he ~

shot an arrow. And each arrow hit a pevson, and the

Jerson fell over and died. Ore bj one all the people

-

we e killed.

Needzeek returned tc his grandmother. "Grand-

ma," he told her, "I kil]edeveryone.' None of our eﬁe—

mies is left alive, not even a little doy."

-

*
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"PART.II

After that, Needzeek and his grandmother

moved to live near sq@e other people. Before they mea

fﬂese other peop]e;‘heedzgek ccvered~his head and face

with'pitch. Then he went into the camp.-to meet the
people. | '

| Soffe qf the people in the camp saw that Need-
zeek was di?fy énd.covereﬁ with pitch, and they made'
fun of Him. Bﬁt.others accepted him, even though he
was digﬂyh ' f .
| & Neeézeek and his grandﬁother Wi;ed fo? a long

_time with thgée people. The young men went.caribou

hunting with,them.' Oné time, they were very/c1ose to-
the caribou and they said to each other; Shhh, the
caribou are up on top of-the hilll" Needzeek sprang
up aédeent running after tine caribou -- and he chased
them all away! The other hunters.were furious. .

\ ‘ ;Then .Needzeek made up his mind. He went home
and wétﬁ %he.he1p of his grandmothe; washed off 511 the
pitch ahd:dirt. He”put on clean clothes, got out new

snﬂwshoé§b defput a feather in his hair. He returned
\‘ i {' \
/ T



to theéta}iEou hunt.

A11 the people jooked at him. They almost did
not recogn1ze him. Needzeek went after the caribou,
an& one after anothér he killed them. There was
mea% in the camp that night:

Neadzeek served his meat according to the way
the people had treated him. Those who had made fun
of him were thrown their food. Those who had 1oved
‘himfwete served well and. had much to eat.

After the people had eaten, they saie to Need-
zeek "Now you take what meat you want!"

"I don't want any meat " he answered. "Just
g}ve me +he car1bou fat.

~In sp1te of all that Needzeek had done for them,
they would not»give him the caribou fat. But that
night, during the full moon, they s:w him rise up in
the‘sky aed step into the moon with the fat tn his
hand. And you car. still see him there on a clear

night! I
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‘ pr was Fall in Gwich'in Territory, .and

the timefwgs.dnawing near for the caribou hunt. ‘3'
Each year at this time the. caribou herds moved

souéh, through the mounfaﬁn passés and across

e - the river into the woodéd winteriﬁg—grounds. i " @

Tﬂeppeop]e lboked forward to killing 'many ) e

needed meat to-.last through the winter, and

|

|

|
caribou as they passed through the area. They .
they needed furs _for c]oth}ng.
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, Groups o% men; went out from the main camp 3
evef} day to répa;}-thé 1oné caribou fence.  They: -
wanted to b; rqgay ﬁ%r the herds when they came. A‘ .
~fr .en c§?ibou fence meani that many of the anima]s . ‘
could escape, and Fpe kill would be po&r. ) ° .

(=4 -
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As the days went by, young men were stationed
. o . \
: at lookout points up on the tops of the foothills so\ .
. \
. they could tell the band members when the first céribo\\‘
¢ame into view. They watched from their lookouts dayy\
R “’ re . "-.“ N . ') , .“’ ~n
after day, but none came. The band members "became, \
i< . restless.’ Théy sent the slookouts out éghin. The young i B
| t . . ¢ ) >
B D men came back with nothing to réport. : s = -
& ‘ 4 ¥
v R ? ‘ v , 4 . « - .‘\
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Finally, the adults got\together'and decig%qv
that it was time to ask for help'from a mediqig@yﬁan§x- :

N\ ., . 4
+ v someone who was.able to speak directly. with the spirits

* o the caribou. A medicine man could\convince the .’ v
. . ‘j, H,y
spirits to send the cafjbou near camp so the coming . .

. /
hunt wodld be a good one.. : © ,/
?




k4

" The med‘isci‘ne m.an_.ag"rejd to perfor;n'.' He had ¢
his helpers pile up ,a big mound of snow outside. 3heq,
he had them build a fire near the snow,pﬁié. " As the

7 ) : ) .
fire began to glow, the people gathered around it and

» v ) . - N ' ! I ’ ' B .
the mound of snow, and waited for the medicine man to ~ gg
begin. , g§ N )

) 2.
a ' \
/ ;
f
' N . S
A N .




fhg,medigijé mén stepped into the center of the E B
[ *y - N . .

circle the pedﬂ]é“h¢dzf0rmea. He walked around the fire. -
M 0 )

~

He began to sihg. *fhen;he walked hp to the pile of SNow;

1. " and rolled the sleeve pfthis parka up to his .elbow. &é o

) ol . . e . N
stuck his-arm into the,pile..of snow. The people .could : :
see him st%ﬁig]ing. He hatho]d of> something under the
SnOW: iSydden]yq he pu]]éq aifu]l—grdwn’caribou half-way ™

_8ut of the snow -nound! ‘The people gasped in surprise.
The medicine man then pushéd the animal back into_ the ,
- snow.—until no $ign of. it could be seen. o : . o
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) After that, the people felt sure
. "that their caribou hunt would be a good one.
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* " It's a cnid, stiil morning in Novembet? -two"
hundred years ago. In the interior of what is-

- N

now knoWﬁ)Alaska,’-’the_ rivers and lakes have °

"~ been frozen for several weeks. Snow covers the

ey
RN
=

..
a3







“In a clearing, set back from the river a
-bit, are four snow-covered houses -- mownds "

© of white with smoke curling out of holes in

the fops.

B ;;3;( ¢ . ‘;:: . R

we

: This_camp is an Athabas.cari‘winf’e cajips =

‘Relatives and good friends, all members of‘the N
'same-band, have dec&ded to stay at the Same ﬁ'

camp this winter and have built their moss-

covered houses- close together.
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# . .Two men come out of one of the houses carrying. bows, arrows, and
Q; “ ‘ . - . .

‘sinéw snares. Lauahing and ta.king to each other, the ut on lon
- . - . p P~

eiver and into the forest on the other bank.

S+ A woman, bundled in a caribou-skin parka, follows them out of ti:s
- hotse and walks down to the river to jet:water. o

N o ¢

£

4

4

L]

- to’ jig. ‘Bt for, now:the winter run of whitefisk is still filling the nets.

—a

.. ssnowshoes, .untie a barking dog, and set off with it across the frozer}‘"

. A third man walks downriver e, bit-"and check§ his fish net under -

the i'ce.. Soo;h the ice will- be stoo tpick for 'n(gt‘ting” ‘and it will beftim'e\

5
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There are both big and small game

i . . ~ ' ’
/. animals in the area. [t Is also a good

y
[ * - -
/- fishing spot, and'close to the migration :
route:of a herd of caribou.- <« - .-

)

" 8
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Fach of the houses in this winter camp is home for two families, .-

In,one household, the two families decided to live together because ~ - . ’ . ‘

: the wives are sisters and their husbands get along 'with each other. - -

;;’ ! ¥ 7 . , ' ) ' - ' - . .~ L

' In another, a married daughter a@ her husband are sharing a house '
. \

with her parents. ~And in still another; the two menFE;re hunting

‘ partners and good friends, and so decided to share a house.

. . -
° 4 H

. These Athabascans will hunt and fish for awh'le, but later on

<

this winter they will break camp and split .up. ~Each housteho}d will

go to its own pond er lake to:trap. beavers, or will fravel to a

. favorite -hunting spot. ‘TWhen_' they mave out of their winter-camp,‘ .

°

they will carry their ien'ts, tools, c%lot’h?és,'-and weapons with them. =

They'll Teave ori!y the houses themselves, stild ’caovered with .sriow.

’i% ' 3 ’ : .?' . I 4 L I

0
b

184 S 10 - - : | 1




H « _.
o ot

==
r—
=
-

4 i
= D By B
=W 2

)
" ‘:'._ﬂ

oy
e




\

/

'“.thls w:nter camp, the mos's end dirt t}1at
','-cover the heuSes WIH become wet and heavy

Water will drip'ihrough the plank.sf'_‘lo,;r: the

" roof onto the dirt floor insidge.-- By summer,, -

Y

th_»e poles that held_g‘.h.e roofs_,.‘..uu.pw_w.‘,.i_\l_l,ﬂ fall

down un,d.e'r ‘the we.ight of tﬁe S0QyY ro'.of_-*." e

i . ;"‘ "4

¢ !

. l

1, //

~ . “ /

N &
LN / a
\ 18 ¢

. : o
As spring comgs ‘and the s-now:melts at. -
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- | . ‘When the peoplve“retur'n negxt fall they will be .-

glad to ‘see their friends and relat'rve's ag_a.in. ‘They o . ’ ¢

I . will see that the ol houses have’ féllen down an_od : ' . - o
o will starg’the'work of bunldlnogﬁ neV\./ ones; They w:H ) :% | ' :. : o
- be busy with-the house’s,e lWl’[h fishing and h}gntlng | - T i R .

and getting ready for the winter. It is 2.900¢ fi'me‘ SEENE o é ! '-‘«' | :

) o nf | ~ A 5 _ . - . .
of year! - . | . - L L
. ‘o

>

pe——_
>

.
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Agroup of screntlsts . place in_the_ ;93(): BE
Hired to study animals * - “yhe ferices were made , | "
along the proposed- - py Jashing spruce poles - R

-+ route of a.natural gas - to living trees. ; e
pipeline, have found - The fences ere shaped -
48 caribou fences in . like huge funnels At |
Alaska'and the 'Yukon .. " gne end, the sides of the

+oTerrtory. © . oot fence are far.apart.-The
~Thefences were used , ;o fences get closer to - e
by Athabascan Indians, _gether, until they: joirt - |-

"to trap caribou-as they . “toform ach rcle oF:
7m|grated to the win- Surround / .
tering grounds in the * " “women and children : |

Cforests. .. " chaseithecarifouinto |
; Some of the fences . . the yide end of the |
were 200 or 300 years . surround, and kept' '

. old,scientists reported. . ° - chasingthem until they ~ |

Some were séveral - . o, I S
miles long. The.Atha- |

bascans have not used - .
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ARIBOU SURROUNDS
\ ' ,%’ ///

LT e re close-to the end.
Then men would. take
N . ‘or. They stood with
! ¥s and arrows and
: :ars, wajting for the”
:aribou. When the herd"
vas finally trapped-in the
wurround; the men then
Mled as many as 400 of
ihe animals ina smgle
r shunt., o
: Snares were hung -
just inside_the caribou- -
fence. Anyanimals
that escaped the men's
; -aim were tangled in-the °
.Snares ‘o be killed by
hunters Y

. "
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Down Across “n the wrnter
_caribou eat lichen - .
Carlbou state - 1 Tundra Caribou ~ often called "caribou. -
Head rests on 4 Baby Caribou- . Moss; An-adult needs
.Hoofs = [ Mother Caribou - " 12 pounds of lichen a
JTraditional method” ™9 Caribou Rack . day, and must paw away
of catching Caribou 11 Surround the snow with its wide~

7. Reindeer (Alaska) -
8 Preditor of Carrbou
10 Smeller - )
13"Opposite .of tame -
"14 Animal family Caribou
belongsto "~ -

- 12 Caribou eatsQ_ P
- 13 Timber- Carlbo

15 Caribou moss -
actually a

16 Group of Carrbou»

10 e, 2

%

o

.. bou migrate from™2,000 to-
4,000 ‘mile$ a year. The
. 9o from the forestte the -

j
"f
|, underneth,

. “down to the edge of th
;season in October the'

"f Finally, in the fall, they
~ | move to their

hoofs to findthe food. X

B -
. - . ..
o .
ce
. >
. " . ° & B
4 H

-

CARIBOU MIGRATIOP

L

Ba rreng Ground Cari

tundra in the spring, ther

forest again in summer.
Durrng the matin

;animals move up mto the
‘tundra again, ’

wintering-
grounds in the trees. The
prefer wooded areas i the.
- winter'because theCsnow
is-soft and easy to paw .
..away to. find the [ichen

it




FURRIER CONVENTION HERE
The Furriers of the - Wanda Cleveland;a b|-

N

o
.

-3

*

North Convention was oldgist attending the con=

held here-Friday, w:th' ference, added that the
" furriers from all over- hollow hairs of-thecari-
Alaska and Canada toyalléw the animals
_ attending. - _ - " to swim easily,. somethi'\g
Keynote speaker Amos.  which they must do in
Paul spoke -on the coat their yearly mlgratlons
of the caribou. Each ~across tundra, rivers,
year. a different fur is  and ‘lakes.’ -
+. featured. - "~ " "Theaif trapped in

Paul commented on the hair makes the=< .

the warmth of caribou * animals ‘bouyant," - shé

hides. "They make the, explalried. ."As if/theys'

. warmest-coats you can were wearing inner-:
“get," he stated. “The, tubes. And it keeps

"« reason for thair-great ~-their-bodies warm in.the-
warmth_lies in, the hair - water, too o e .-M,-_

itself. Each one is. hollow - The conference ended -
@nd so traps warm air with a banquet. Caribou
* ‘Which serves’ as:insul - roast was thé main
“ation. -Paul said that coursa.
caribou livein the world's. -
coldest-climates; and need
warm hair to survive the
- winters. - -
‘_U,,,-,F' ' . .

. R S
Caribou ‘calves are
_able to outrun a man
when they are just
two days old. ©  °°
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A T"lp Around Tetlin B

‘Let's imagine we're lookin, 1 che fish
camps:te -”Last\lettin\ f From the riverbank
- : we can see a tent frame\ and a smokehouse
C T < tbr each- family.  Trails bwanch out here

and thére from: the” campsnte Firéweed is
. grow;ng all. over LT e

" We walk to the back of the vnHaqe From |

there-we can see all the lakes - there are - )

. lots of them - Wthh empty omt into the Last
' " Tetlin’ River.,

) ’ o
IS . ’

e , - We take a boat downrlver toéwtard the fish . . . b

B e

~ traps In the clear spots we can look§down to

. the hottom of. the river and se¢ whitefish and
. - northern pike swimming around.




@2

¢

-

“The r|ver -curves, b'aek’and for{h SO -
“we can't see very far down it from any ene
place.‘ Along the banks there are’ spruce
trees and W||‘|01WS
'have to steer the boat out of the way of a
fallen-tree that hangs over the river. A:

We go down tQ,ward the mouth of the- r|ver

1}
and once |n awhile we

we can see that the trees are gett|ng taHex

and more dense. .

o
()
w

<
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When
we‘see

WeLH go around thelake<ﬂockwrse
‘The ﬂrstcreek wexqome to is Bear Creek.
5Its very ‘clear and ice cold“and there are
lots offmh n1|t|nthe summefand M||

) Last Teﬂrn Rrver emphes into’ Teﬂrn
‘5"\ Lake - the largest lake in the area.
e enter the {dke from. the river,

;\:4he mountmns atthe Mr sides

They seem
~to_ How into thelake '
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We .go on past the creek, along._the lake-;
shgre, until we come to an island. .The lake.

between the island and the shore. is very
shallow and |s a favorlte”place for moose.. o
They feed on the water lily rootc' “ Atlalong S
: the west side of the Iake there are mar’shy '

4

areas likethis where Moos e feed and ducks
“of all types can be found. -
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-+ The| land becomes more h|||y andfthe shoress ' *
ware rocky.' TNS is one: place where my fam||y =

flshes e -, ~

\We II keep golng around the |a1<»eshore Sewe
From the northeast sude of the Iake we can
: see a h||| we call ”Rock H|||” We ple
| raSpberrles on Rock: Hill. & . v
f-« : We go. past Rock H;II and the banks be-
’ ome high and steep‘" We can t see. much over
“the bank from our boat unttlxwe com’e to the~
“mouth of Tetlin River., Then we can. see the
L area between the-: mouth of Tetlin River and
‘the“mouth of Last Tet||n Rlver it's flat and

*?-wullowy o

3
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, . Going up the Tetlin’ R|ver we can see .o C
oniy the high b'égnks for Guite awhlle Once |
in awhlle we can, see bears up on the banks -

.ibrown or black bears Common snlpes skitter / | " " T
" ”anng the*rlverbanks ‘ BIackb|rds chatt -

Woodpeckers hammer away somewhere |n the . -°
”‘fforest - We hear camaries,: chrckadees and
7crows aII srnglng or talkmg How~‘bea‘utif__1jl

-

o R A A R TR
t

it all sounds) '» ’ e |
, Every now and then a creek emptles
water out of some small lake into the Tetlin
River. ~There are lots of willsw¥ - river- .
willows - hangrng over the rivér. RS o
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SR FlnaHy’we see Teﬂln VrHage

]

2 n'-:,' N

lt 5|ts
on th@-1eﬁ bank of the rsver< and we can

i
|
seg~n clearly from che place where we beach '1

the hoat. 590pleacome down™to meet us - it

wt

“@

B

4

' fberries-'

“horth,
is a good place to" find blueberrles and. cran-

.1and becomes marshy

doesn't matterlf we're sirangerslﬁ They'll 1

come down-to meet 'us anywuyl

. ) SN
\ / e

L Before we. go: |n5|de ‘we take PRITIS around 1
Theland rises ﬂon1the vnlagetowardthe "
One of the hIHS caHed Teﬂtn HI”

And n)the «outh of. the: vnlage
Thavs wherethe
muskrat and beaver can be found

the'

From Tetlin VtHage we can foHow a- tran |
anywhere we wantto GO “- all over ourland
But that's a different journey! ’

214
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;bears) used to leave the village and go up .
into’ the hills to pick berrles We picked . °

rWlnter - the start of another yeaHy cycle S
There was lots.fo do. . 3 T

We'd be gone all day, and come back to. the . ‘

Geﬂlng_Ready for Winter S

Fall was the time to get ready for the

_ When | was® little, the women and I
children: (and one man, to protect us from _ -

cranberrles :bearberries and rose hnps ‘

village at night.

¥

We dug roots, "foo - a kind called’

Indian potatoes. They are very good when
they're fried in moose grease. ~ . - - 1
. ) -' .. o . . i ) |

[N
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. ‘ Fall was also the time to do so.me Iast
. ST . minute’ fishing. We flshed for whitefish
o - and-northern puke n.the Teﬂin River cIo:e.
‘tothe vnlage and we went: upthe Kalwkna
. . River for grayiing. “, SR
s o« 7 = The men - my dad, - broﬂnn uncles,’
"~ and some other. relatives - weni»hunting at

Teﬂln Lake They stayed there until theéy shot
o a moose. Then they cut:n up and brought
. the meat and hide back ‘to the village./
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S-oméﬁ~me§ " if someone had a«,ca,r, or ‘
truck, the men drove up the Taylofrngghway
to Mt. Fairplay fo hunt carlbou.‘-.kl‘n the old ="

el
e e
i

. - .
-days, my _da'd told me; they hunted” carlfL*'_,-“;i_%i ' . g l

AR e |
down by Last'Tetlin.. There used to’ be G ' ,
_caribou fence there. But when | was‘ i L -
- mv’ 8 SR P
the men had to go all the way to N\“ - . 1

o -"3' . . “4. «.7":‘,"
Falrplay S ,‘-’ S ]& 'iéa
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The feat, both moose meat- and caribou .
meat, was brought back to the,;-v1|-|age.‘ Therei

t'h'e women drifed-it-'and' smoked if. The’

— r-ch|tdren-~uad-to—keep a- s:moky: Af|rehgomgmm

the srftokehouse all"the time: Be5|des

sm_okmg the meat,’ the fire. kept the fl|es
o . out, too. B ¥ |
- ‘ ‘The women al'so tanne\a the hides. My

o mom . used tarined hides to make- m|ttens
' mukiuks, and. moccasms "Shég -did beaut|ful

o ' - beadwork on, the hides.

| 1f we clldn t do aH./these things -

. _ berry picking, f|sh|ng, and hunting - our
S caches ‘would-be empty before the wmter was

. over‘. My mom and dad used to tell us that |
~in.the old days an empty cache meant sure o
‘death. So fall was a very |mportant time of

. the year for us. o
- - ""222
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\In early February my famlly used to N
move to a\beaver camp.. caHed Sea Lake. /We
, went by dog sled My dad drove the flrst 1:'? /
. sled-packed with aII‘o’ur"gear He went "f E |
" “ahead to- bFeak trail. - Then my mom - . |
ffollowed erIng the second sled This sled- )
- was packed with us children: . .
\W time there were three of ’us RN
sgt in the back my ‘brother Gharles sat - W,
. between my knees, d our baby. suster Betty

sat |n front of. him.* Vie we.re:,_,all vyr,app“ed
“—up in s_teeplng bags and canvas, and tigd in

with strong. r0p'e\ We couldn't move- at all, -
we . were tied so tlghtly ‘What a re||ef it Was\’\

wheen Mom and Dad flnally dec1ded it was t|me
for tea break' 1t never cam*e s00nN enoug%h :
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i

i

i
oo
e

! Y

S T When_;we‘jgot* cl-ese to 'c‘am'p,,,' my. dad\
| , 'staﬁed setting some of our beaver - snares
. Then when Wé gottothe campsue we
pnchedthe tentaruistaﬂed nX|ng it-up.

O . Dad put the stove: in. place while Mom, my
o .bnnher and Igathermispruce hnughs aﬂa
e . spread;thém on-the tent«flodr. . Dad got the'
SR . fire going in the stove, ‘Mom cooked supper,
R and:theﬁ'wefall\ientto bed'ea?(y~ 'Tomoriowr
would. be a busyday-:wed beseﬁlngthe ’

= o rest of the' snares. . . . T

Y







. : \ - ’
Next. day we got up earl‘y and ate a

fqu1ck breakfast.. Whils Mom was packlng

vlunc-h for all of us, Dad was hitching -the
A‘dogs to the sled Then the whole famlly
»was off to set snares ‘ ]
Dad knew where he had set snares the-

year before,. and -he went to those places

j to check out the old:beaver houses. Some-

- times beavers hdd abandoneu thelr old houses
lar]d moved to new ‘ones.~ But sometlmes the

old houses were being used again th‘i’s vear.
o : RN L5 ’ - .




When we found a“live house, Dad would
§ chisel an opening. m the ice nearby ‘Hé-cut
~,'a poie of fresh bxrch to “use “as bait, and

- stuck it down into: the opening he had made
By now the beavsrs were tired. of" their tored
-'birch,” so they welcomed the fresh pole my -

: dad put down. as bait. Then we looked for
.'another pole - a dry one this time - and put
~one‘or two snares on the end of it. We
didn't have to worry about the beavers eatlng
. the dry polé. Dad lowered it down the ho\Ie
next to the bait poie, kicked some snow over’
"the‘opening, and c‘ontin‘ued on to ‘the next

~ beaver house. - |
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: * -\W\e‘Chrecrlh(uékdwt-ﬁe"be:é‘ver‘ sr\;ré“s‘“_évery‘ )
) 'd‘.é'y.‘.f'On a- good day we“d come home with a.

- load of bedvers. Usually, after 'the first

é day, Just Dad and | or Dad and my brother

3 would go. along the trapllne/, and the other

7 -three members of ‘the famlly would wait

back - at campf _ L .

- - At nlght, Mom and Dad used to tell
-stories- about the.days when fhey were
~.growing .uvp'.' “Mom told us -stories -about how
“sh¢“and her brother came to Tetlin to-live
with the chief after their ‘palrents 'had* d_iéd. .
Mo nl was only about IO_year§ old. She came i
from Chena, and. she had to Iearn‘a' new
Ianguage when she got to Tetlin. She was'’

often scared and Ionely when she fxrst

moved to our area.







: Mom and Dadtal-é.o‘_’remembe‘red‘when'
white feachers and mi'nisters-ea.me-to_ the .
T‘etﬁn areé'aand'how'te?rifying it was for
them The people ‘had-to glve up the|r old ,
7““°énomad|c way of life and settle down in one
pllace. ‘In -order for.their children to go to
~ school,. they had to live nedr the school, _
and the children had to learn ‘English. SR
People tried to:make'a living the: new way‘ - ’
: "m'en hunted fﬂr"jobs but jObS were scarce.

: This was a scarey time for. th° people of.

tvTetlln o S o

U,

.~ Wher | th|nk of the stories my parents

-toId us at beaver camp, | can st|H smeH

: the fresh spruce boughs.on the tent floor - <
; bISCUI’[S tea, and the flrewood inour tent. |

: And | remember.lying in bed listening to the

,owls talk at n;ght after everyone else was

Ty
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. ','; Chapter 1V,

<

Sprlng and Muskrat _Trapping-

Sometlme before break up my family
sed to move by dogteam to Dog Lake° be-
Ween Tetlin and Northway for muskrat “
trapping. - We had 2 cabin there so we

_.’dn t ‘have: to pack many things - mostly

at Dog\Lake
Mom\ and Dad went out to set the musk-

rat traps unlle we children stayed around

camp « The o{der children had to look- after ,

|the younger ones

f

»

]

N

¢

so e food and blankets We joined another | _'
—famll the T:tuses, who also had a cabin -







Sometlmes we older \chlldren would go
out on the .Iai}ke find our own. muskrai )
houses ‘and set traps in th\em’ *‘!{t's easy,
ahd put a trap msxde in the |ce entrywav
Then put the cover, back on the house, and
move on to the next muskrat house We

chlldrenwus*ed “to~ get FFOT 50"t T00 musk—
rats during one sprlng at muskrat camp.-
IIEach of us skinned his own muskrats
- We Iearned how to~ stretch them and\ dry
;g‘them; 50 we could sell them to-the General

+

f Store.

to set traps. Just cut the to p BTt the house

: went back every. day to check the traps _{We‘
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.« Around break up time, ~when the snow .
became’ﬁ-ushy, we packed up our sleds and:

heade¢ {7 Kk to the vullage
. o E Even when we got bact. to Tetliny we
’ weren't je’ through with muskrats. We\

used to walk out to some of the |akes /

. e We'd take a\doo with us who.could retrieve -
| and pack. Slnce the.lakes were open by \
. now, we shot the muskrats with . 22 rifles,

and sent the dogs.out into the water to
retrieve them. once again, we had to skin’
= and Gry our own muskrats. But we could

L keep the money we got for thé skins our:

\\ ) selves! - ' , e
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: H1|ate May, my hanﬂly moved again.
. This timé we went to‘Last Tet**n by boat.

By the time we got t“here the whitefish

/
were rtrﬂnlng i

-~ Tetlin in the summer. Fach family had its
own camosite Nvith a smokehouse. The first

- thing everyone dld was to -fix up the"*ent
and smokehousie.

iv Almost-the whole village moved to Last




. /

‘them together into the wall of last year's

‘6\\". *

®

ln our famny, Mom and Dad put the ,if
tent up. Meanwhlle it _was up te the older
chiidren to repair the smokehouse. _AWe‘
gathered long, thin willow sticks, and wofve‘r

smokehouse. We made the wall$ pretty solld
solid enough to keep o ut dogs. We used the
smokehouse both as a place to eat and as a
place to smoke fish during the summer.

1
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By the time we children had finished

the smokehouse Mom and ‘Dad had pitch'éd

the tent. . We spread spruce boughs on the

tent floor, and moved -everything ln5|de
Then we were ready for summer. The next

day we would start cuttlng fish.

&




Dad usually léft camp to go flref"ighting
WIth other men. from the village once we

“our family's turn ‘at-tending the camp fish

trap and caught all the flSh we were going
to need fo/r the wnnter

249 ' -
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“were settled in at Last Tetlin. So-,,Molm took.







':;-‘w . . : "':‘o (i
o There are two ways to cut up whlteflsh

ba' is for eatlng and ts'ilakee is dog food.
§"Mom prep’ared the ba', but . she let us-

?‘.chlldren cut up f|sh for ts llakee

| We took the f|sh up to our famlly s

" campsite to clean and smoke. Fach fish . .
cutter had h_ls own fish cutting board made
of a split l.o,g.‘l ‘Mom and we children sat

next to our cutting boards and_wg’ifked'untilf‘
~all the fish had been cut. Then we could

. go visiting around camp.. We were always S

.offered tea and fried fish or fish stew..




o F

After a f|sh was properly cleaned and

prepared, it was hung.,_up~to dry on a pole
7 the smdkehouse My mothér and grand-\

mother kept a smoky fire gorng all the t|me
Be5|d,es sm_ok|ng_the frsh they had to- keep
-the flies out... A good big rotten log WI||
burn allanlght with no tend|ng

Somet|mes we dr|ed the egg\s along

with the f|sh and sometimes we j\USt fr|ed

.the 8ggs and guts and ate them r|ght away. 1
Drled‘ fish eggs are better! ‘ |

f







‘Once in awhule when fish—-weren't o s

‘runnlng, the women and children went
?berr'y pucklng ‘While’ Mom and Gramma B \
~ picked; - we children sometimes trimmed the |
bark off a birch trée énd"'scr"aped»Up the
sap with a knife. Deliciousl
We stayed at ‘fish chp until- tate July

Then we packed everythlng ‘up,’ went back to }
the 'village, and started: the“‘ early cycle '
ov'e.riagain, to pr-epa'lg*e for;t_h,eJ coming winter.




KOYUKON
" RIDDLES

adapted by
Richard Dauenhauer

~ June 1975

In the winter, after the
iard worﬁ o% s;mm;r'and'fafl
- was' done,.after the winter
. food supply ﬂqd béen‘gathered
énd'brepared, the Athabascans
~ had Teisure time fgr;eﬁtefai
» tai'nment.. Many of tﬁe“Athé« -

-bascang used to0 pose riddles;

énq riddling is still very

‘popu1ar amqﬁ§ some groups.

- . - ! . .

Anfong the Koyukon, rid-
dles wefg asked in the second.

[]{U:ﬁa!f of winter, beginning in

Book 7
of the

Athabascan Indians of Inter%or Al

2O

/

Social Studies -Unit™™

e T . \

A Produqtion of the

Alaska Bilingual Educatﬁgn Center

\\
Alaska Native Education Board

4510 International Airport Rd.
Anchorage, Alaska

s

6-75-500

Q
p

December when the sun begins

‘to come bhack and the days

grow longer and brightern
The riddles were associated
with the réturn ?f light.

| hid&le& are like poems.

A riddle is an att of jmagin-

ation -- an act of seeing

something in terms of some-

7

thing else.

" <2 world of the riaale

seems different from the every-

day w6r1d because riddles
A

-




\ | / A

turn things.upside down and

e

inside'outJﬂ—whéﬁ’f?Eﬂr{gd1e
answers put th1ngs back to-
gether aga1n, we éee that the
riddle wor]d is the same as
the evéryday worlé, but gives
us a new or.difféfenf way of

seeing the everyday world.

The two'do?en'riddles in

this book/havéﬁbefn adapted

from the collection of Koyukon /

riddles published in 1913 by
Fr. Julius Jette,?S.J. They
i

i
will lead you to the worid of

the ridd]e-imagination; the

.wor1d of Athabascan poetry.
| Uhylnot enter it by making up

some riddles of your own?

|
% .
1

o e
e

‘o

—

| drag my shovel

.on the trajl.

!

v

Answer ——>

la. A beaver.

.y o



>

3. Far away, a

fire flaring up.

- ‘ . ' 3a. -Red fox tail.

2. At the tip it's - S S o
P . _ : : o |
dipping in the ashes. = o .

_ %
2a. Ermine tail. ) v _ £ _

4. Small dots
far away.

4a. When the birds return.

-




]
.

Ht really snowed hard
in Opposite directions

on'my head. T

¢ LIPS .

5a. - A mountain sheep.

o D ¢

6. We come upstream
in a red canoe.

6a. Red salmon.

2!() {)

*a

it sounds 'like when
“we shake a quiver.

7a. Hanging'birchbark,
flapping in the wind.

’
”

Like a broom, [“m
sweeping-with my body. .

»

8a. The tops of grass

in winter.



bl . a
- ¥ T
. . s , _ p!
//4'!?" ‘ ' - )
9. Cache-like,
R - l'eaning to the side. .11 make chips. -
92 ( . - ’
a. A saIMOn>berry:’ - ' lla.DIAn'axu
. o - o &,
‘ - ,
%@ N |
/
. ¢
o :{ b ~ ’
- ’ N 12, | brace it .
. . \ ’ .
: [0. It is like & herd ’ “with my back.
. :

trailing up the hill. : o

’ ¢ ¢
ST - —

10a. The graveyard, : ' - l2a. A ridge-pole.

tombstones carveid. R >

1

X . with totems.

. 261
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S
J
. {
“ C ‘ I5. 1 -dive )
“13. 1 stick my head - . :
: L Y Into the heat. . -
. in-the fire. ’ :
) o , - 1l5a. A fire poker." ? *"‘,i
: 13a. A logg ' ¢ “ : 1
: burning on the end. . 7‘
9 - N
| ‘
dM | reach 6. With a noise )
- beyov]dﬁ”[he mountains. we drag along theptral‘l.
A. » o
- l4a.. The sun ‘16a. Sled runners.
- or moon. ' '
| ‘ ' o .
— 262




»

Gréase-er, Hké

YA

sun on water, streaking

in"opposite directions.

17a.

»

Sred runner tracks.

t
o
BT

a si2ep skin hat.

?
, . [} -
o

< 18. We are wearing

18a. A stump on which

the snow has fallen.

+ .
~

- 283

3

—fon A -

Wheh we put .small

széks

into a house.

2

20.

P

19a. Eating.

When we dump
little-hills-in there

really fast.

ST T e L

20a. Eating. i;



B L

, T T e ——
23
N S | broke my-bow, shooting --
| at a-caribou. :
2i. The water o
tears away at -me.

23a. The'pofthern lights. -

2Ya. An island.

. : ‘
72. We go singing . _ o .~ |
. ° . |
in the water. 24. ft is like a herd ., . ) ‘
| ° "7 bedded down on ‘smow..

22a. Paddle whirls. .

’ [ 24a. Bare, ground B ’#f’
,;hen the snow is melting. :
- 264
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""How was it used?

..

T

s
G

)

; N

Where wa¢ it hsed?. ‘

. Throuahout A]aaﬁa.

Mhat was it made of?

“«
v

The blade was iade of a hard,

E

smooth stone, ground to a sharp
edger The handle was ejthér wood
or antler, and the blade wa$

lashed io the ﬁand]e with rawhide.

LY

Who\made it?

3
s

Men.

}

Adzas were used td cut down

trees for firewood as well as for

0




;thousé apd tent poles

L S
)

'fbefore steel came to"Alaska, tﬁe

people first chopped a bit out of

. fn the d@ys‘

T
T

.,
S e g
i Y

.
S, P
TS

e

o
B

T

iy

. the base of 'a tree with the adze,
'then:felled it by.bqrnjng away T
;}ﬁé‘trunk withjé'5m01defing ;ékck:
Smaller adzes were uéed‘to'make

owls and wogden tools. "

-

Who..used—it?™ .

-

as it used?

. ‘wAengyen wood had to be cut --

-

all yeﬂr round.
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Where was .,it used?

Throughout Alaska, although
tHe Inga1ik did mot carry babies .
in these cradles. Insfead, they ‘ 
simply 1aidgthe babies i? them
when théy‘weme inside.

What was it made of?

- The carrier was made-of birch

bark and lashed with sp?acé root.
. A

Animal teeth or shells were
) C . -
attached for decoration and gooq

v
-

luck.




Who made.it? ' L
N -~ . L
+ omen. . 5
. i . o
How was it used? =)
. In all areas except the Ingalik, 335
/babies were carried ip these '5%
¢ " . § 'z:(q
baskets on their mothers' "backs. ey
-3 R ¢t L4 .ﬁ;‘
A strap held the basket to the 0
. mother. ) <
" The baskets were ﬁil]ed with E *
; soft, dry mosggiand\phe baby sat %ﬂ ‘B .
~ on the moss,.. Whenever .the moss {3 .
:A_ngedéd to be changed, the mother . i '
- ' ; ° : .
: ,threw away- the old moss and put: . .
© din a new handful. - \ » -
Who. used it? B ‘
. . ¢ '_ K
~  Mothers .and babies. Each- -
s‘ , .
basket belonged to a qertain . )
&hi]d,'and,was not passed on to |
C ‘ - . _ , . Where was it lused? . '
younger brothers-and sisters as . : ‘ ‘\ai — P
Lo ' .Throughout Alaskéa. ' '
the child grew up. - e g
"~ \ o ) ' What was it made of? . W
When was it used? ; . -] .- .a
i g ' to . The handle’was wooden.,, the |
"Until the baby ;ould wa]k.(. \\ { ’ _ |
‘ . ' .- N ‘point ~yas mqose,boqe cr stone, o
‘ " . e .’ " and the lashing was rawhide. .
. o A - . ] |
. - ! . Wﬁo~made it |
' s
e Men. R ‘
, o How was it used?” . ** ‘
- . " Bearts weré u;ual]y‘takéﬁ'in <
5 ) ’ . . deadfalls, but if a -man wantdd -
: : © ' to shew his bFavery he would hunt
# _ e with a Spear. He would Pet the
) . . . 00 ' . N . ‘e - ) .
ERIC" S L T, 5.0 e
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> bear's attention,

.

and when the

'bear reared up on.its hind legs,

the ‘hunter would stab it in the

. . He'd then quickly move

\

-

qeck
out of the way 6f the bear's paws

and continue %o stab until the

/

-

bear was dead.

. Diff?rent AtﬁéBascan groups
_followed different customs after

the bear had been killed. The'

_ Koyukon, for instance, cut off its

v

~ Ppaws and burst its eyes in order

A ~

t‘to-satisfy the bear's spirit s0°

Y

that it wWould not hurt the Huntgr.

" Whor used it?
i ,
Men.

. Vv Al

o

*

When was it used?

" Usually in the winter.

!

]

ERI

e
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| .BIRCH BARK CANOE - .
A ) Teo v *
iy
!..
-
i
: - . A
‘ Where was it used? ‘ o,
, ~ Throughoyut Alaska, except in = " |
: , the Lower Codk Inlet area where -
skin boat$ were used. Gwich'jn
PR " . K -\':,
Athabascans did net use the birch . : -
.bark cance un'til recently. v 1
, . -
", What was it made of? -
o The frame was spruce wood, the ,
) .
_covering was.birch bark, and the ]
‘ lashing was spruce root. Spruce .!
’ L
gum-glue was applied to all the .
'seams. i l ", i
h o
) ¥ * " . )
ﬂzfﬁ 7 '




© Who-made it?* ’

-

. . /
Men and wor  worked together
& )

“to make a canoe. The women were

most he]pful in sew1ng and

.

gumm1ng the canoe.
- How was 1t‘hsed? ,
RREE ¥ el i
Canoes were.uSed during. the

o) '
summes-for most travel.

.a

; owned ‘his.own small hunting canoe.
S < >
AL )
. There were also larger travelirg
" . * s
canoes which were used-Tt9 move
‘. {\ .
belorgings to a new can
. 14

» 3

Each man

Who used it?

-

Men used ti hunting canoe,
and everyone uséd the traveling
canoe. = &

&

. ‘When was it used? ..

¥

A FullToxt Provided by ERIC
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Where were they' used? -

.Throughout Alagxa.

What" were they made 0f?

The preferred ctype of rock for a

bo111ng stone was qua&tz1te It

s, wasnsard that otter kinds of stones

gave the food a funny ‘tasté. .,

How.were they used? ° ‘ o

-

Wate? wds put in a Bia pit or in

-

-

a birch bar Basket Then.the food
that was go1ng to be cooked was put.

.in the’ tonta1ner. ‘Meanwhile, boiling

»
tor
.

stones were being Leated in the.fire,.

’ .

-

Pt




*in the contadiner got cold,

©

a”~ " ‘*hen they became read hot,

they-
‘wege 1i%ted-ﬁp with tongs and
dropped into the container. Thé¢

hot stzones heaéed up tﬁe water/and
\cooked ¢ﬁe‘feod. When the sgénes
Féey
were tacen out and put back in the
fire to heat up again. When they
became red hot once again, the,
were pu@ back into the/iontainer.

i

Th1s was reneated unv11 the water

,.bﬂzjed and the food/was cooked.

»

Who- used tham? //

Women , usua11y\éid the cooking,

ry

but'most men a]so knew how to cook?

Men cooked for/ themse]ves when

v

thew we;e away from camp on a |
, / ..
hunting trip/. s
When were they used? ,
V ) i
A]1 eqr 1ong s
-/ .
§ }
1 ”
2
o
:
, .
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g °
: . .
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. Where were they used?
) Throughout Alaska.

X ) '
What were they made of?

The bow was onden‘and the
powstring was' m~de of sinew. Arrow
shafts were usually spruce wood,

o ! i
with bone or stone points and hawk
feathers attached.
Who made them?
Men.
How were they used?
. The bow and arrows were. the
Athabascans' most important
. !
3 - x v
r\r»?() ]] % o
v fy ;
v




Qeapons. There were many. differant

kinds of arrohs, and each'hah'its )
own special use. For instance, z
blunt-headed arrows were usz2d to '?E
"kill small game or birds so thé i
hide and meat would not be torn ;%
up.. Long bone arrowheads were ' Ej
used to hunt;céribou. The arrow- E«
"..heads came outqof the shaft and ° ‘%%
: o
stuck into the animal when it was ’f;
shot. The bone point caused ‘the f%
cé}ibbu to bieed to death. %
Who used them?: ’ é
°Men. ) . E
When were they§used? ; o %
Throughout the year. |
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CONTAINERS -

P "'i"ﬁ'ﬂzﬁff;‘%-‘;%i:‘fﬁ‘%::'

i)

.

Where were they used?

Throughout Alaska. Wooden

containers were used in Ahtna,

3

Tanaira,~and Ingalik

more

areas. Birch

bark containers were used in almost

alt Afhabascan areas.

.

1what were they made of? L -

L

The wooden containers were made

»

of spruce wood, and spoons were

spruce or willow: Bark containers

were made of spring-stripped birch °

bark, lashed with *spruce roofs.

-

13
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" Who made them?

Men made the wooden containers.
Women made birch bark containers.

How were théy used?

<

Wooden containers were used as

dishes to hold food, especially .

during potlatches and feasts. Birch 7

. . i '\ i ;" 4 g2 —»‘- Y "-‘ K y
‘ bark was shaped into baskets, used H,A3M@‘§ w~/-~;_‘ Va2
. . : - ) <% 1 N\ W =~
as berry buckets, cooking pots, , g - Tﬁiyh-ﬁ&i Yl W, Y
N 7 \(“ /’_;S -\": /b:-—’ .\(—-.i:"q—:

storage baskets, and water carriers.

Each woman made her baskets in her

own pattern and mgde different - % -
~ types of baskets for different uses’ ) E - )
" Who vsed. them? S | ; D'EAD-F’AL{_;-
‘ Everyone. - E ”§: : &” ,
When were they u%ea? é ?ﬁ
A1l year round? .. ' ‘ ;, | .
. 0 5 .
) Where was it used?
) i Ny % Throughout Alaska.
) ' ; What was it made of? £ _
* ‘ i ' Deadfalls were usuzlly heavy ‘
; ‘.:}f j ~° Mogs lashed together wi@ﬁ rawhide
- : ”ﬁ {ine. Bait was set somewhere in
v d l the trap:
S ; | " How did it work?

There were different kinds and

_— . ‘ : sizes of deadfalls for different
- ’ animals, bttt they were all set up
5o that a heavy log would fall on

~

. the animal when it fried to 2at the

15

?
.
v




bait. Deadfalls were used. to
catch furbearing apimals of all

sizes'y¥from marten to bears.

]

Who used jt?

Men usually set the big ones,

¢ but‘women sometimes set deadfé]]
for smaller animals. -

When was. it used?

Deadfalls for different animals .

vere set at different times of

year. Bear de@dfalgs were |
= usually set in spring. Otper
furbearing animals were trapped
in the winter when their fur vas

thick.

oo
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.here was it used? *
1 In most of the Athabascah areas
2..1in Alaska. ‘ 7

. /

{ What was it made of? / )
1 : ’

ool S Y

-
i

. /
The beads -were denta¥ium, a shéll

’that came from off the /coast of
British Columbia. The shells were

he]d'together by sinew string and
w

i ¢ Yawhide bands.

How was it used?

Dentalium necklaces were family

treasures. Thr* ore worn at

potlatches and Gathering-up

-




- festivals and used to decorate

" clothing. *Athabasca men ¥raded

w1th Ind1ans to- the sout1 to get

the deatalia. 1In ex~hange, they E

gave hides, copper ,and greenstone
[ ¢ ! . e
which the southern Indians used 3
3 . _- ) 3

for knite blades. 3
‘ ) .

X Who used it7

A1l but the poorest peoplﬁ_____a
owned some dent 11a, either as
_——"nos> ornaments, as decorations on
lc]othing, as Knife ‘sheath straps, -

or as necklacés. ,RiEh people
-j owned many objects dgcoréted with
&ehtalia. . '

-~

When was it used? ’ ]

AT11 the timé, but especially in

the winter during potlatches.
&

part
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Where was it used?-

Throughout Alaska. ‘Different

types of drills ~ere used in

1

differént Athabascan areas. This

one was made in Minto, a Lower

-

Tanana settlement.

bhat was it made of?

fhe How hhd drill were wood.

The bow string was rawhide. Birch

fungus ard birch shavings were -

useq_aS—$4ﬂdeiffvfﬁe mouthpiéce “was

made either of wood or of the knee
R )

bone of a mountain. sheep.

-
P




* " Who made it? . .
+* . Men.

- How. was it used?

To start a fire, a man held

drill uprighi witﬁ one end

~sticking into the fungus and the
;,other end held by thé mouthpiece.
He twirled the drill around using

the bow. When it started gdfng

¥

fast enough, the fungus heated up -

- and began smoking. Then‘hé°b1e%
i .

=l

oni it and added the birch.shavipgs
to start-a flame.

Who used it?

Men usually started fjres.
Often only ojne man in a camp would
make the fire. Ever&one else

would 1light fires from the first

One- N ‘ ‘ -
When was it used? i , .
Tnroughout™the year.
_ \
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Where was it used?

Throughout -Alaska. Fish traps

viere especialiy important on the
Areas where a lot-of fishing was

Mhat was it made of?

|

|

_ |
dope. ‘w
\

4

Thé frame was made of spruce
wood and it Was bound together.with
spruce roots.

Who made it?

Men. s



How was it used? . . i h
. . . . . :: ‘?:;" .
The trap was put in a river, o E; . ' .
« « . s ’ : cu:‘_ - . B
s facing downstream. Men built a : 2 . -
[ . B . . ; t_‘l. ) .
fence or weir on either side of o 2 = ‘ . ' -
e ; . . { o T
the trap, all the way across the : 05
. - o ‘;;»v -
- 58
river. Then when the'fish swam & ﬁi .
upstream ") spawn, they were q n
. R v’ td L, R > .
" ’ j‘ ;? .
=7 Torced to swim into the trap. They B3
7 I . T v
Lt . - ‘».";,
were _not able to swim out of the 143
narrow opening. { =% ]
. 3. iad 5
K. &
The fishermen made different ] ;@ .
size traps for the different types 3 ;;-
of fish. . 55' N -
-~ MWho used it?, ! ! .
- 4 Vil .,
b 173
Men usually tended the big fish 1 i
. " ',;z‘ . v
traps, and women sometimes tended e | :
' ) . ° 1 S e e e ey e S :
the smaller ones. . ] ST - B . -
N ] 4 d »,» 2 -
When-was it used? e _ : S . »
) : Khere was it used? N
In the spring, summer, and - e . . . .
‘ = - Gill nets were &sed in Ingalik ’
fall the traps were put in rivers. . .
and Koyukon areas ‘before contact |,
In the winter, small fish traps o .
o - with white men, and in most.other
\. were’sometimes placed under the . { - > . ¥
N ) i arlas after econtact.’ :
S .
ce. . '
What was it made of?
. ’ ) . . |
' ) The net was made of willgw roots
. . e e ‘ y
) 4 knotted togeiher, with bark k]oats
* 1 v .
. . - . i ) .
- . " and bone or sttne sinkers attached.
ot : 4' ) : 1 ~'Hho made-it? ‘ o, 0
i - g
Women. ' , -
Loy . . SN s . .
B B , How was it uSed? { .
N, - f N y
{ ) t . -
v ' 1. . The net was stretched across a )
" . 2 P? s -
22- . - 23
- - ‘U .
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stream, @néhored to the banks by

%paVy 1opsni F]oéts-on the }op of
- the ﬁ;t and sinkers on tﬁe bottom
kept the gill net .in the right
pqsitiohi As'fish Swam ugstream
:fo spawn; they swam into the net
and their gills got caught in it.
Fishermen checkedfthe net once a
day,\and removed ‘all the. fish

they had caught.

Who used jt? - .

°

WOmeﬁ were- often in charge of
tending the net ih the summer.
Men tended it in the winter when
it hid to be hauled out from_

[

under the ice.

lhen was it used? .
People used the gill net in
summer and winter, as described

above: :

e

-
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Wherg was it ‘used? ~ . .

This game was played in the

~Gwich'in area. Each group of

Athabascans had its own special
1 2

kinds of games some like this an?
others quite different. . 4

What was it made of? _
’ Tﬁe ball was riade of bent willow
branches. The hook’ was_ a willow

branch also, 'and ‘the line was mace
» ;. s

" of rawhide ''r spruce root.

-

How was it used? . .

R

One, child threw the ball i”%ﬂ,

25 .




the current of a stream . Then

- other cnlldren, stdnd1ng on the *
bank of the 'stream, threw their 'g
@pokelet the b@]]qas it was swept . §'

© d b
3

downst}eam They tPlEd"TD catch

the ball w1th the1r hook . Once

a child caught it, he pu]]ed‘jt

N ot
. LT

toward himself with the rawhide

line. . _ L

Who used i"t? T

- a
.

LY

“Children, usya]]y¢boys.' It~

) X 2 el

was good practice for hunting. ¢

Wnen was it yceg 7

Summertime, when streams were

cpen. ‘

Bdee g e g .

. . Where 'were they uéed? e

-~

o f ° Throughout Alaska, though

i

i
s

4 - .- ) «fferent fypes of scrapers wer%
. used in d1fferent areas.*' - '

“What were they made of?

- Some were made of moose leg

|
. _ !
bone. Others were made by attaching i

° . 3 « |
| a weoden handle to a bone -blade.

: © Y Still-others were shaped out of- a

flat rock. = L e

. . 9 [ . . ) ) .
V! g Hho made them’ '

‘ N l v )f'

Men.

»

. * k
.
& v e .
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How wefe they used? ¢ e

174

To prepare a hide for clothing,

ga woman first had to scrape off
all the Qeat.and fat frod the

.insidei ThHen shechad to soak the
-hide so the fur would rbt. Then
it was scréped off. |

<

had- to go through a‘1bqgvprocess

Eacheskin-

. of scraping, soaking, wringing,

softéning, and smoking before it

- s

was ready to-be made into clothes.

Who used»tﬁem?.“

. . o )
= Women.
P ’ w

I °

When were they used?

The hides were scrabgd when -

a

the animg] was first skinned

) after.the kill.

4

»
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-‘Where was it used?

Through&ut-A]asEa.

What was it made of?

¥
u

ares were made of twisted |

s*1ew or babiche, which is thinly

13
. sliced rowiide. S ~
How was it used? o
.Small ‘snares, Hike the 6ne
pictured above, were. usedﬂto.gatcﬁ
many kinds of, small game such a3 ;_\
rabbits and spruce hens. The&~
, _ ,
“were p]aced‘alohg animal trails. . .
‘Heavier i;gres were used fnside‘, y
: ' . . .
2y " .
=




e B -+ ~ - T £ - -

car1buu sunrOLnds. Snares were l

> ) - .
.afgo sometimes part of a-more .

Ny

-
comp]1cated “ap or dead’a]]
Who/used it?
. Men., women, and children a]]«f :
///knew how and where to, set certaLn , .
p
(
kinds of shares. Men usually set }
the snares for large animals i?_
. ) . ) . et “ul
lTike cdribou or mgose. . 4
\- ¢ g Fl *
When was it used7 \ .
' N
Most]y dur1ng the winter. : N
. o 3
* . . ¢ .é N
‘ !
£ - :
) . . N TS
2 ¥ ° . :
* S ﬂ\ . 3 - ; n
o \ -ilhere ‘were they used?
¥ . ] ! .
- Do ~ Throughout Alaska. ; -
(N N ¢ K * . 3
‘ - . . S
S : . Co What’were they. made «0f?
v o 7 ™
- . . ) : / -
& . > . ~ The frames were made of birgh. {
] g oL . ’ .
, / : . wood rhe lacing was made of
. .- P DR J
2% .
. \ bab1che, wh1ch is th1n1y s11cad
N \ N N :
. _ - rawh1de S ' s .
. . / . - ’ . - i
. ‘. Who made them? .
. Le ' i *
) . o . ‘ S . Men made the frume and either
“ o T - ‘ . ‘
e . ' . A men or women did the lacing. |
e . v .- : . . S B T
> o L . - How were they used? | )
o ’ . o v . ' ‘. - ’ - .
' ) o . e Snowshoes were used both in
v - o _-7.. co ,,.l‘ |
"’ o ¢+ - | - hunting game and in traveling for a3
- \ - C . . .
- : ' P ‘ E E - - .
o 30 »Yo%a) - K .
ERIC . T Qég’, - - . o i
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¢ H
| .ot . - any distance away from camp. 9
N toe ) — C e 4] N ] *
. ’ ‘There Weére two, kinds of 'snowshoes. 4
. / . e ' . -t 3 i
; The 1ung cnes, some't fes 5 feet .~ ﬁ
¢ ~ 7 o . > Lo b -
; ; _ ) S . .
s - long, were for hunting. ‘Men used E .
- o . * o RS o E N
. ’ these when they had to trqvel on )
u . > { . \ .
¢ H
, fresh snow. The shorter snowshoes’
. . . . ’ r ! A
o . were used when people traveled on ;
N . ' |
- . . . - . ~ ' N { »
M ‘ well=-packed trails. . ' /
. . .. R e, ,
o ¢ . "~ Who-used &hem? . . ; ‘
.\ . . N M L0 ¢ . A @ “
. cor Everyone: men, women, and . | ‘
N . t ) 2 LI 1
v . children. . R
- IR - - i ! A |
) ¢+« . . -.When were they used?
. - \
. . . . b .
S, ; .. Winter. , : /
- : e i.-" " \‘ : \\ o ) / R
. i A .
. ? - N “‘ - . '
' , i ' - ! |
i . . \
Ty : ) ? A ’ | !
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