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Wlth the advent oﬁ the departmentallzeo hlgh school came the |
simultaneous 1ntroductlon of the study hall. Conformlng to the T lzi..

bellef that everybody has to be some place all of the time, the

F) . e . . k

. designers of study halls saw them as places for students who -by

C A

virture of scheduling or persomal cholce, haaza'freevhour‘during

S *
- . ] -
‘ .

. - the school-day. Theit intention’was to.provide theseé stuéents with
. . -~ , - e
I ?
the opportunlty to get a, head start on the day S . a531gnments or to .

N

use the time for constructlve lelsure through seLf enrlchmegt reading. °

2

-
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T A yisit,to mast study halls should’make it*readily apparent * ’

-~

F . . .
e . . ° - . . ‘ . . z '. + P
that study halls in general are not an arena of censtructive leisure, N
- ‘- .
’ . . - . ) :
but rather, an exercise in creative discipline for the teacher.

A -
K] . » .

Students practiee wasting, not using, time. - The most 'common acti-  ~

vities include  writing and passing notes, readiqg ‘comic books, ' and,

Y of course*.sleeping. Because of the lack of any educational.simular

J . .

tion, trlps to the wastebasket or pencil sharpeher or water-EOuﬁtaln u

> ) IR
L] \3 . :
K are Q9n$iderea major amusements. ' i . , /a ’
.Study halls do provide stu@ents with a task. "Og¢cupy thfSﬁthI;?

they are.told. "Do something constructive. But don't get out of ’,.

your.seat,“Don't"make any noise. Don't distfact the other students. ' «

» : . . . :
Don't eat." The hidden agenda leaves nothihg for students %o de but ' - °
. . B “ v ) - L

redd, write, or sleep. And some schools forbid sleeping
- . VAN .
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"a study area, an activity area, and a convecsation area--areas you

Although the study ‘hall has been dlsbanded in many schools, it

stlll ex1sts in the majority of’/\hools What 1is proposed here, then,

1s a study hall plan'whlch was successfully.lmplemented 13 ar Illln01s

hlgh-school The tradltional Btudy hall was d1v1ded 1nto three areas:

t Lo . .

-
. °

- S~ l'x»l‘ .o ,
might flnd 1n an elementary school classroom. .The areas were defined‘

by the arrangement of chalrs and desks and other{furnlshlngs aZd by

g . : Q
a bookcase'partgtion. Y ) . :
) - . o - . §
Area I: Quiet Area T, .

The quiet area retained thé rfunctiom of the original study hall..

. N - “ - , .
Students in this area could r&ad,’'do homework, write letters, or do
¢ . A - ' ' \; o ’ - . "\

any.other.readihg—writing type activity. .But theyﬂwere aliso allowed

D g

" to assist éach other in completion of homework or in .explairing - ,

.. a : S e .. _
materigl.; Students took it_u$0n~themselves to bring furniture from

-
‘

"home (to provide comfortable placés to sit and read in the-quiet area.

- . . ! Ry A - . < . B

A bape ackvbook and maga21ne drlve was also 1n1t1ated sQ that enter—,'

. -
} N\ < . - .

-tainihg reading material would be available to students: .Magagines .

l o - - . T PIR) * ( ;
espec1ally prOVed to ‘be very popular._ Someone was always paging
. .0 'o‘l
. Ce S
through Newsweek Sports Illustrated or aeventeen. RN
. ¢ l \ Vi g . . )
Area II: - ACthlty Area ) - ‘ ¢ j/
‘ " < i, -

This more aetlve,area was used for both individuag and groyp

. ‘ \
act1v1t1es.. ‘a small budget was arlotﬂad fdr the rehab hltatlon Gf*

- - - . . SN " ‘s L4 J

e
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" the study hall. These monies were used to equip the activity area.

. Checkers and chess'were p¥rchased as Well*as‘word games such as : :
' Scrabble and Roll—a:ﬁbrd. By the énd of the year almost every . :

student knew how to plaf.chess. Jigsaw puzzles were always in

N . e -~
progress, with students casually -discussing world and school.issue€s

- PR 1 T , C e .
while Xooking for missing piecds. Games, microscopes, and models-- 2¥;>7
'| M L4 4 . . . N . . . . ‘o . ] o 4
b, N A : * . . T
.. * Dbrought by students'frqm home--supplied many students with new ex~- o t
’ 1. ’ o " ,,(\ . ot . - N ‘.’ B ‘:-'- - v v Q,‘ '
) periences‘in the'act1Vity are.a.~ <L L .
.- | fall : J N
<o ) Larger group actldltle% lso took_nlace in the act1v1ty area. . 2y

l

.ot

7 ‘eco) omlst leadrpg a dlscus51on ory the“&mportance of a_good diet and . .
"“' . 2 ) . P /.'/ . - - . .
offering‘samples of.carrot cake t participauts. Guest speakers were T
L 2 s S . N . *

- i t

tiv{ty, _Students W?re.encouraged to o e

.y )

by far the most pbpulax group.'a
-~ ' . § -

| . : e ' o . L e v ) |
B enlist the seﬁ&ides of parents.\ friends, even other ‘teachers, provided  * .

.. X . ,
BN ~ N .. . . e Y
.

) [ R ) . ' ‘ P ’ .« . . L , < .I
SN 'fthe speaker was appYOVed by the study hall'teacher’cnqy better labelled .
4 ‘_\,. B ’ N ( < . R

. ct1VLt%fcoord1nat0r") and ot?er sZudents expressed gp lnterest.

“ ( I . S

\ -

Includeﬂ among the guest _speakers were a mag1c1an demaqstratlng h%s

[y < - i
.SklllS,-a local college football\player expla lng'éte‘ze~—~\\i051ng .. .
‘Q{ﬁ 'streak, a folk gultarlst pIaylng a few songs, ‘and ‘an astrologer dis- .. -7 %
. - . - . . . . o ¢ :
.. - oussing ‘the signs of the zodlac.” ) e ; . . *
. t - - . . » T ”~ o = LT 2 '
_ : . _ B § » o ) . \ .. . . - -
. . A note of caution migl ' -be added. Playing cards were initially
, o allowed in tHE activity are;?‘but were .liter banned because: of over- ‘-
st - . : ) “/ » \ ‘e o \'~ .. , ’ . . v_ ) -
nﬂuse‘.' - o . ‘» ] v . ., ) . _‘ ‘ . .
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' Students .volunteered to donate stereo sy stems aod television,.but '
. . } ! E

o .
. k]
-

- these:were not permitted because of the dangers of over-use or misﬁse!f
' N A . ’ * , . N L *a
[ < 5, ]

‘Area III: Conversation Area

"
- . »

The purpose of this' area was to allow a free exchange of ideas
to help students get to know one’another better and to.apprecfate 7

tné;varyihg'viewpoints‘of other students. The "rap area," as it

was' soon called by students, was a corner of the old study hall”in

~which a collection of overstuffed chaifs«and comfortable sofas were ' .
. ° s ' Ao s - .

arranged in a circle: . ' . ’ - '
Y . . * o ’ P ‘ o " . ' .
<. : Sometimés the‘stgdy hall coordinetor picked a topic to be dis- . e

. : ~ . . .
. cussed~o’ufollowed a suggestion of a student. On other days the o

e ' . / : \ ‘ .
= conversgtion was comﬁfgtely ope? Most tlmes a\fac111tator was - pre— i .

] ) ¢ ° ' - - n

’ sent wkose~junctlon 1t was to turn "random conversatlon 1nto a meanlég-’ .
\J - .

) . ) , ¢ ‘ N . .o - B . . . ‘L 'Y

> fgl'excnange of ideas.; Te.fill the role of facilitator,‘the services

- : .. P - ~ B ’

oﬁ the schgoi codhseling staff*was,tapped. Th¢S'gave members of the

- ¢ -« 7

counsellng staff an opportunlty to meet'W1th and get t9 know students'
- - L]

N e R T : : -

- . ; v

in an informal setting. It q§ve students an opportunity to know‘tho
oo ) -~ -
Coa . . , F A L :
"+ counseling staff under tHe ‘same circumstances and to become more :
/ =‘ < . . . o‘ : ’ tl e " ‘“, i i . . * ’
- = aware of the counseling.service as a souré&e for"many -kinds of help.

v B .
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o
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During the. hours when'the counjelers were unable-to man.'thé arear— .

o . . . . . . .-p"
-+ urfdergraduate students €nrolled in a teacher training curriqulum at

%

-

Al

PN

a lecal uniVersity volunteered to fill. the gaps.
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Afxtiméshuhowever, the-group was'ieaderless, and the study hall

- iy
coofdinatér_tdok over the faci}i&ator role.
T < .(‘.J )
Pa;tiéipation in the raphsessions,permittéd né interrupting
) 6r swearing. Stﬁdents‘wﬁo violéfed'these rules or were othef@ise
.{’\‘ o ‘~f ' -..: A‘, .
R judged ' generally discurteous were asked to-leave ‘the area. ?he rap - :
“area wgs'the ﬁogt ?opula? of all the aréaé, There never séémed to ’
be ayshortage of enthusiasm or wi;dom. o
- . [ N b} Lo
Ogtbomeé ' | - \
Studepts resbgnded posiﬁivéIy to.the new study hall Proérﬁm:. o
Aftenﬁfnce increased, éﬁd learning béqa; taking place. The'areas -

-

[

hummed with act%vity sidce'theyfgave'students the time and the Coes

. . .

opportunity to do what there was never time for in ¢lassrooms. What ,

- esséhtially happened was thaé'the study hall pecame a modified version |
. . i . > ; . .

g

- ; . . .

of an open classroom, with studénts learning a varietysof things, N

' .
o . s . e

gettihg involvwed in manﬁ projects, andﬂLikiné tﬁehselves and'each

~ .
. ° N . ' ¢

. k N v
: . other better as a bonus. m/u»:l'2~ ES ’

-+ conversation area seeméd to. supply ail-&he

v~ \ :

' . : /

- S T . - ({ e.:‘. I/ .'. . i A
The need for guidlines-was discoyered as problems arose. As a
i - . K

result TV, music of any kind, dancing, and carxd playing were- banned,

-
[

.pfevenying the 'study haffifrom becbming‘ﬁgfe}y & recreational lounée.

. C ~ * ’

. - A . . \ . ) - , .
Requests ‘fOr & pop ‘machine were also‘@enied, and all food was forbidden.

LI

. .> : ) . N ‘. ,v‘
Vieolen¢e or threat of W“iolepce resulted in removal from the study hall.

The division of the hall into quiet arda, activity area, and

- .« . A -
-

‘néeds of - the students.

- . . - . ’
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Anyone needing an especially quiet area to study wés sent to the. - T

v 1 .
.

library. These requests were few and far between: .

. .

In no time at all, the room, available to studehts all day'loﬁg, e _V
. s ) . By : T : ] ) - : ! : N . . ‘
- was turned from a dull,  unprofitable study hall into a place of

keérning'in a warm, encouraging atmgSphere—; an atmosphete which the

[
. * '

students’.themselves helped to create’by their donations of posters, - ;

" .

. -

- bookcases, couches, tg;les, dhairs, lamps, and most of all, by CODpera—

® . ) ' . ' s . : s
-+ tive behaviors: In other words, this study hall-project was an over-

- whelmi¥g success. | . oo _ ' o .
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