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After readtng David Hamilon's recent grticle "Writihg Coach"j(CCC, May 1977),

, ' . N
N

jg'confess that as a composition teacher I have also fancied mysglf as a writing

J 0

Pnrhans,.thws expla ns the-influence of sport on the content.and struc- !

7 " ture of my comp051tlon course:* thetFame-vzgaohlng freshman com0051t10n, the arena
P . .
) —7a.coll?ge clissroom; the COaGh——a‘COTCérHEd En§li§h teacher; the‘;layers——seve?al.
Junconc?rﬁed séqunts;.the referees--departyert colleagyes; tﬂe edﬁipmentu-assorted—
gomposition mgterials and a c;lle'ction of sports literatu.re.‘ I use the term'l iter=

’ »

coach.

-

ature’ in its- broadest sense,’ revferr_Lng not only to 1ma.\glnat1ve v?érks but alsd news-

. paper afticles ang essayshthat have appedred.iﬁ magazines and journals such as

€ - - ” - -

Esquire, Psychdology Today, Svorts Illustfated, and Chicago Review.' [
H - & T B3

*

I make no }ofty claims ag to the course's effecti&eness in guripg students!

These prdblemé will‘not’miracﬁlousry disappear without con~
\. ¥ . P

" 4. siderable hard work on the part of the teacher and students.. I do believe, how-
3 &‘ &

writing problemsJ

’ )
4 .

% y : s
countered in the composition class:

motivating students to.%esrn,. establishing J

- A » ' - =z ‘ -
student-student and student-teacher interaction, and above.all helping students to

=

’ -
Q -

.. ._ read, think,.

- L]

W
)

-Speak, and write

The Ground Bules:‘

* -
s 4 '

Before uding sports Ii%erature in the compositlon olass,

-

the teacher should consider three importgnt issues: the ﬁerits of ¢ a literature— -

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
- .

ever, that this cdurse serves as one more aig in solving bas}c teaching broblems en- .

v

EDUCATIDN POSITION OR POLICY

7y

—

b

. ..‘ oot ,. - . | D T .‘ 4 .
vg based comp081tlon course; the vg&ue of -a toplc—oriented,approach to wrlting; and -
;‘\ -
o the oeneflts o} reading- and writing about sport. With the‘?enewed calls for a
m‘\, 'n‘ R ,. . ) L]
s . N v "‘a 9‘ .'x
- \ r\’ ) ) 3. - - ) h N -
{E lC i . . - - T e - I'\Vﬂ N s
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back~to—oas*cs mode of teachlng comp051t10n, controversy over ﬁhe;flrst issue is par-

‘.
el .
¥

%

ticularly neated Tradltlonally, opponepts of using literature claim this method is
e v "
a "cop-out'; teachers*ignore the basic task of teaching writing and engage in their

-

L ] - - LI

specialty, teaching l}terapure.'~Ad§ocates cite the efficacy of using. literature to

_Fro V1de rhetorical models and topics of“thterest.? I of course, suppert this lat-

s
¢

’ * ‘ : - .
/ .
ter view., I sﬁrongly oelleve that llterature should be an important part of a COm- .

rosition course, The use of llterature must not howevers become an end in jtself

but ~father «2 means of broadening studengs' experiences, giving them something jto say, '

I - ‘.
. as ces . e el N - v
providing writing models, and improving writing skills. Com9051taon teachers fre-
) . : :

>

‘cuently complain that their studépts have "little interest in what they are saying

and "worst of all have almost nothing to say,"‘leadéng one teacher to propose that ¢

. .
r \

the composition course be delayed uhtil a studént's junior yea;u3 I am not sug-
) ! e / € :

gesting'tQEt the use of literature will cbmpletely eliminate tpese interest prob-

.

X . LI . a Y S
~lems. But a careful selection of the{llterature and a teacher's willingness in

allowing s%u@ents’td’relate‘the content to their own experiences can lessen some .

i -

' df the content burdens and give the students more time for communicatipg:theee ideas.

=

. . - - R J
. ﬂFy response to the second issue—a topic-oriented approach to compositign,

4

reading and writing about sport--seems a iogical extension of my stand on the first

. - [ N
v P . * . A

, issue. An in-depth an&l&sis of a subjectu particularly one familiar to most stu-

- .

: ot H y .- < s
dents, increases a student's confidence’ in having something to, say and a satisfac-

t . a

tion in knowing the worth of‘this contribution. In gddition, the intensgive study

e;‘one suoject serves as an organlzing princ1ple7§o* the ceurse, providing contin— . gj
ity to the reading ana writing assignments. As the semester progresses, the stu- a
- .
dents-have a con;}der!ble amount of informatidbn and expérlence ready to be used in .
.their writing. ' ‘o : v ‘ ‘ . ) ? v

. - L
- . =,
. P

. L .
. Finally, the ilssue of most iﬁmediate concern.is the effecpiveness of sports

B
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' i . - = . W ,.‘ * .

-

v.diterature in the, composition class. ‘Despite the snickersyfhat may eminate grom seme

o

" metberts .of the academic community, this body of literature--journalism, erposigory

-

. onsy understand the athlete but also themselves.

‘essays, and creative.works--does hav? an integrigy in its forn and content. Iﬁ a

~

soc*ety SQ nreoccunled with sport, d/study of thls 1nstitut10n and 1ti§%iterature .

as an aid to improving writing skll.s seems anpronrlate for college stidents. Roger

5 I .
Xahn, one’ of snort's most articulate spokesmen, observes' —_

a

-

Sport tells anyone who watches 1nte111gently ebout the times
in which we live: about managed news and corporate politics,
about race.and terror and what the process of aglng does to \
strong. men.L If this soqnds grim, there 1s courage and high _
humor, too. . 3 .

This statement suggests oné way (a reflectiveapproach) to use this literature in

o

cps . \ . - ’
comp051t10n.5 Students analyze,spbrﬁ.as a nirror of society, & mears of understand-
3 — , N hd . - "

ing society's values and workings. 2n addition, students Study the various stylistic

1

elements llTustrated in this llterature, fQr examole the over- wrljlng syndrome of

,
. A —

i

. sports leulng, the technloues of na.rat*on and descrlntlon in Vew Journal sm, or'.
-

' 4

s
- , . .

7

the s r&teg’es of versuas1on in an art*cle on excessive v1oleﬁ@e 1n scgrt Nbst im-L h
- 8 },a\ l ‘

nortant through a projective annrcacn students use tne‘materlals tb help thém not . .

K , & \V"\«_,_.,mw""

What does it meaq to be an ind1~

-vidual in toddy's world? To ald stddehts in confrontlng this questroﬁ, some of the .

> s
L]
3

llterature deals with such unlvers%% thenes as a sa;rch for ldenflfy, the mgturatwon

T e h 4
-

nrocess, innocence versus experlence, and dreams vensus reality ; Granted these '
¥+ . . . .
themes are ﬁresent in much of llterature but placed w1th1n the famillar contex*

of sports, they become readily defined\an@ understood phrough the students' sports
o ¢ * )’ . ‘ S

experiences. Thus, students ude this body of ginformation with xconfidernce as they

= N = NS kS H -

wrﬁﬁeueﬁbﬁt the§§ life or @iscuss a theme in‘a particular work. ‘Jne resylt, the ,

writing is frequently as lively as the class discussions. . ; N,
B / . [} A

-’
.
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With E%fse preliminaries out of ‘the way, 1§&'s look more closely at the actual

. s 1 .
gmne. At Wabash the English Department offers a One—semester composition course.

*or freshmena mherefone, I've tried to coq;ress the materlal from a typical two-
- - | “ .

semester composition sequence (lgl and 102) into a, one~semester offering. I've

. . _
strucfured.the course so.that it could easily be used in other situations: #n its

entirety as a 102 course or ‘'in sections as ﬁart of either 101 or 102.

- s - N F-9
o A e . \
. - L]

/‘ . -
- General- discussion and free writing occupy the first week of class. The stu-
7,7 dents and I get to know each other as we talk about our views on and experiences

- .

* ’ R
with sport. The latter range from agtive participation to very limited encounters;
” .

-

the formef“inelude enjoyment, distaste,‘and'sdsiicion. During this week students

s PR

do. free writing with a foqus on sport. I look for Macrorie's "telling facts" and

. ‘ " fabll ous realisies," which the stuéents mightfgse-in some of the later writing
assignmén;s.é T ’vi | A.. o i | \ ‘ )
v o T "*\“ ) * ‘ R T L I
. ‘ T B
¥ Sneft in Me&ia . ‘ N ~%%,ﬂj‘ ) } R S )

Ih the fl”St unit,, Sport 1n %edla (-5 Weeks), reading assignments ihclude
samnles of” snorts writsn; The purp08e Ig‘to use these examples of'traditlonal and '
tz . new Journallsm to dete*dﬁne the ex%ent to Whlch attltudes toward sports are shaped ;
‘ ‘ by the rhetorlc of spfrts wrltlng and by the pa.tfcu;ar orlentatlon of the Sports /

\

oriter. Our writing interests comprise observation, audaence anslysis, tone,.organi-

;
(o)




. .
. e .
- . - - s N -
) . . ~
- ~ ~ . ~

rzation, paragraphing, sentence st.rugture, and word choice.’ \Practice‘ in the basic

. . f . « - R M ” & .

. rhetorical forms centers on narrative and description. In addition to- artio‘les
, v e 3 1 &

. - ( -

gathered from local dewspapers, read;ng selections “include Rand.aL 'Doé’ "The )

. .Ir*tlng of “Sports" (Esquire, Octooer‘.lQTh), Grantland \‘Rice's fa;rgus report of the

| 19.2i¢ ZIotre Da.me—ArMy foot bal_. game '"Cut;_.:i_neg against & blue-gray ‘October,sky,
the Four Horsemen rode agaln.... ((N.Y. Herald. "I‘ribui-e, Oct.\ 19',‘5.92&); and Pat
- " Jordan's \De51gn1_ng Wom.a.n,' an arflcf_e about a fema.le volleyball nlayer (SDorts
N Illustfated:.h.ugust h 1975). We anaLyze the sunshine nhllosoohy,, sports jargon, )
L

e +he
a.nd over-writing of trad-tlonaJ. s*oorfts writer, sucn as Rice, and’ the critice.l at-

A : + )
. titude, llvely style, na.r*a.ta.—ve Qndiqescrlnt.;ve techniques-of new journa.llsts, such
. _ ‘_; .
oL . SR / B \ .
as Jordan. i . Lo ™ \ “

T

C . { ,
Dur:mg this unlit I ask the students to write o(me or two personel narratives

about thé’lr sports exnerler-t:es. At the end of the uﬁit I ask them to prepare.a piece

- A - -

. b3
- €

. S . ,
of sport writing, an accoun?i of a game or an interview with a sporps figure. The -

’:r [ .

E reportaﬁy be based on a rea.}é:_or. im@gi:;xary’ event. "requently, the students resnord

?
- - .
o ks 4

with perceptive and humorous’ %aro'dles o?f smrts—w'ltlng styles and content

_wel

AR A vl 5
_ . Last night ih the Little Gl&nu gyn, the well-oiled Cavenan maé;nine
. " snatched vietory froft the jaws of defeat as Wabash squeaked oub ar \
) 101 to 99 v1ctory.‘.; i : o e .

[ é‘g .
“ ' -

: b
In thls unit as is urue inw.the other Pwo we s*oend con-51derable %mé wlth gram—

’ )
ma.r, the wr:.uing nrocess (nre-mtlng, writing, editfmg) and sméll-groun eva.lua-

tf . v . *
tions of wrlting samplé€s. "‘here is no pressure to complete a certain numbez‘ of read—~
- ¥ - Y - y * b
A ) %
ing assignments or-to finish 'ﬁhe unit within the prescribed time period. 'I’he; _ -

(Eohe 7 - i
is ge ed to the abilltxes of ﬁhe cless, - ) :
b R AR <

. Sport in Society - o ST SN
- - . 'l

The ﬁext. unit, Snor*t in Society (h 5 weeks), contains materiels pertaining ..

» -

- R ; . ir =, ' R . T j

i A s

B - S ' ’ -
Q - . . TE e y .
’ : . . vl . ) * -t [
B {ir)

ERIC S 7 A o

et * . ’ | * :
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- |
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.
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Aruntoxt provided by Eic . - "
- .

. T : C .

. . - . . . F

.. -_—

. ” . . « -
to the interrelations between sport, as a cultural ard Muman event, agé\partibulér
| . . . : ; .
. . . o‘. { ' . * . -
social issues such as racej politics, hero worship, and violence. The central
7? . 0

5 -
- £ -

idea is‘Ehat sport reflects and affects society.  We discuss the writingmconcerns T,

of the first unit anﬁ the use of the thesis statement, introduction, and conclu-

sion. The study of essay mﬁdes focuses on exposition end argument, with several of
4 . . . ' ~ ’ - Figd
the reading 'e 1EC tions serving as rhetorical models. , * :
{

’ Reading assignments include essays from S%%rts Illustrated ("A Man Who Hardly

Left a Ngrk‘lf/une lO 1974), ‘Psxchologz Today ("Sport Is A Westarn Yoga"--October

P

1975), Fsquire ("Where Have All Our Heroes Gone7"——October 197h), and Rollngsnone

/ . Ly

("'f~ng of the Goons: Evil Knievel'"--lNovember 7, 197&). The>articles deal with

. - » -_

various subjects: reasons for sports participation, sport as big bﬁsihess, the
: . | -

_srorts¢hero and anti-hero, B

- ~ t

. | ‘.. .
and the woman's role in sport. . .o
f joie in sport. - ,
the writing assignments, I ask the students to use specific inf Pormation

. -

_from the readings'and discussions, supplemented with personal opinions and experi-

»

. For

ex ce, to write two themes based on a variety of subjects: the definition of an
S~

——

athiete the definitioq_o? snort the role of the sports hero iﬂ America, Violent

. ) e
in snorts { = Lo

sport apd violent, Americi and womenb .

This particuzar unit evokes spirited 'discussions about sport, along with

. R -~
2 - - - &

contioversies and.surnrises.

t - \

'ana.yze the institutiOn of sport or to evaluate their relationships with 1t.u .
. L 3 "

- a
5

Sport_in Literature - : . : I R

. [

Students apnroacn the final unit Sport im Literature (5-6 weeksT with un-

I * L)

)
+ easiness. They never know what to” expect, although they are impatient to use the

DeDending upon the time limi~

novel purchased at'the beginning of the semester:

P - . —_—

‘tations, I try to cover one book. (fietion or noniiction): a short story,_and a

s .

Many of the students have never thought to critically -




N — .

poem--more if time permits., The soec ific writing objeetive is using the reading
- ! B

z
. . . ’
Y

and writing skills developed in the previous units éo prepare two short critical

e .
’

essays based on the reading selectidns. T don't ask the students to do a research

.

paper, but this certainly could be, included. . o -
P . . . - R . . -
Each of the literature'selections exemplifies in a dramatic and creative way

. .
. R e ~

" issues and themes treated in the previous works or universal themes having a par-

ticular significance within the world af sport. The studénts quickly discover that

) L

tois literature is not just about sportgtut‘is also about life. For example, Roger

.k
Yahn in his nonfietion book The Bogs of Summer presents an account of the olaylng
/

exploits of the 'S2 and '53 Brooklyn Dodgers and their llves elgnteen years later.

e dlséuss the obv1ous issues of race, sport as big business? and the ath%ﬁte as

nero, but we soon move-lnto uni versal themes of death, fethers and sons, the search

for icdentity, and the maturation process.' Jonn Uod’ke"s Rabbltz Run explores the.
‘ 4 -
adjusiment problems confrontlng an ex-nlgh school basketball star but also deals
“'.‘ ’ N
with larger dssuef of man's quest for meaningful experience and the demands of self
‘ Ve . . T . v . } ) s ad

versus the demands of society. ‘Other seleétions‘successfully used are Bernard Mala- -

-

’

mud s The Natural, Don DeLlllo s End Zone Alan Sillitoe's "The Lonellness of the’
—-+— ——————-——

»

Long-Dlstance Runnér," Ernest’" ingway s "Big- Two Hearted River," Rlng Lardner's

The onamolon," Updike's poen "Ex-Basketball Player,' and Gary Gildner's poem -

LS

B - kS -

"First Practice.' . . ’
Vs ooy 3 4 . ‘ ] - .

E;isfunit not only vrovides the students with more,information about ‘sports

P

and gives theﬁ pradtice,%n using a practical essdgigode,’but it introduces themn,
o o’ N - A< -
in some cdses for the first time, to\exqellent -works of literj ture.- - :

’I

2 i ‘
-: -

Do "L t .
‘Yrap-Up .- LT - . . ’
D et ———] . - =

. - - f —_— P - -

3 ‘ v 4

I

IO A i Tex: provided by ERic * . . . * . M
. N .
N - .
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i
short wri 1ng a551gnment of/thelr ckoice, which t*ey read to the class.[“This ha
l
ersongl narratives'about sbor%s, critiques of the .

-

\.'\
' .

~

*esulted in students &ding,p
i
gerts, reshbnses to sﬁec1*1c readlng a551gnme ts, short stories,

~

class, ! tacks on s
nd research ;Loerg...mhls week affords the students an oonortun;ty/to as—

) « POST-CAME COMMENTARY - _ ,
’ % ‘ ! - ' / .

his course may cause some initial problems for students not in-
- v
sig

tedly, thi
However,, after }ehding‘a ggy‘qf the informative eni controver
?hese s udents, partlcularly

-

N ‘. ;L ; C
those [withoiit sports-experience, also approach this subject from a critical and sken-
R 4

volved in sportis
they, frequently want to learn ﬁore’about sport
. Y L] N I’y - . -
making them feel important in class discussions and forecing other

¢ LY
Several of these non-in-
. .

"point/ of wiew,
to analyze the topic more carefully
can lead them into é)ther areas of

rs oi/the class
ind that the reading aséigifegps.

o tergst étﬁdents find

i

7
»
i
i

- /
in erestz o
SeJeral colleagues have asked why I. feel thls coq;se a an eFfeetive~aDproach
My ansver is qulte simple. A recent textbook advertlse—

‘>
, and ~

-

"These texts ex01te your s@udents

tea glng comDOSLtlon.
L '
feel the same way about

ent cpntained the ‘ollowing sales pltch
r

-

P

-

st

Aruitoxt provided by Eic

“vhen hey 're egglted, you're a more creative teache
this courge. For th¢ most part, the students and I are excited about the material
\ N ’ - s ' .N. - o % 'E
wheny we are excited, mot ohlj{am I a dre dreative and effective teacher, but the
. /

nfs are also better writers.
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