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Prof. Zofia Kriysztoszek
Institute for Educational
Research 4
Warsaw, Poland

THE SYSTEM OF BbbCATIOH AND CARE FOR THE YOUNG CHILD
RESEARCH PROBLEMS

.At the boginning I feel I ought to remind you of the basic .

assuﬁptién which determines guidelines for studies and re-
search projects on kindergarten children. The assumption
states that the kindergarten is the first sfﬁ&; in the uni-
form system of upbringing and édubéfion in the Polish Peo-
ple’s Republic.

The statement requires a more detailed analyqis. Education
and care in the whole beriod proceding school entrance is
provided mainly for children of working mothers. The func-
tioning of creches and kindergértens is planned according
to the working hours of various institutions in which moth-

ers are employed and according to the increasing amount of

.work required in summer in the rural regloms.

"At present, however, the kindergurten education aims at em-

bracing the whole population of preschool children, starting

from the oldest ones, i.e. from the six-year-olds.

-Promotion of kindergarten education’ 18 connected with the

place it tekes and will take in the structure of the Polish

" " schooling as well as with fhe educational tasks it is to

i
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fulfil.

The function of oreches and kindergartens has for a long
time now been twofold as they providé& both care and educe-
tion for the child. In the xindergarten the educational
function prevails which is naturally oaused bj the ohild’'s

growth and his getting ready for school instruction.

At present the kindergarten is followed by compulsory eight-
-year primary school which in turn is the basis for full and

non-full general and vocational secondary schooling.

The r«form of the Polish school systewm ncw 1:f95§;so leads

to the iucrease in the kindergarien’s signiffcance.

The whole young generation of our country w:ll soon be em-
bruced by the compulsory teit-year seconﬁary school. A proper
preparation of each child for schcoling so that all of his
pefentials and abilities could be revealed and developed be-

comes the crucial educational® problem of our times.

The nec:ssity to consider the kindergarten as the 1irst stage
in the uniform educational system springs from two basic rea-
sons, namely the social and the psycholegical. The fcrmer
points to the fact that egch child of & democratic couniry
irrespective of tr. env.roi.smental. professional and national
status of his parents should ﬁe provided optimum conditious
for & harmonious, all-round development through the équal
school start.wigéhlatter is connected with the sifnificance
of personality formation in ;grly cﬁildhood and with the

R
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'great possibilities of the educational influence in this
. particular period.

I will not discuss the social rreidne3 here. They determine

a number of organizational so’u:inrn4 worked out by the state
and the Boclety for the purposes of care for mother and
child, health services and educgtional institutions géared

to preschool children.

A1l of these solutions meke us aware of the significance of
the psychological premiseé without which even the best and
the wisest regulations and organizational solutions will not
ensure the true connotation of the beautiful words "“the

child’s benefit*®.

That is why I will now concentrate on the educational and
psjchological problems thet form a reason for considering
th; kindergarten the first stage in the uniform system of
education and upbringing. The more, that this particular set
of problems inspires and stimulates both the research activ-

ity and the educational praxis of higher school levels.

o~
At the samp time I will 1imit the discussion of these prob-
lems to those in solving which I participate directly or in-

- directly.

S wouid like to begin with 2 well-known issue which in spite

of its evident significance is gtill one of the unsolved prob-

: lemé. i.e. with the acceleration of the contemporary child’s

-
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‘ development. Bduoators agree that aoceleration is a fact and
that it should be aooompsnieq‘by respective changes in in-

‘ structionol—ond'e&hcatios;i‘activities. They kno' well enough
thet acoeleration ooours during & considerable number of
years in the life of the ohild and, although conspicuous in

. adolesoonco. it is the effeot proceded by cumulative changes
which are often difficult to notioe ead therefore require
systematic observation from the earliest periods of the
child’s developoent. The problem is vital for the educational
system as neglect of any developmental'stage in the research
procedure will make the solution unattainable.

Bducators agree that definite developmental disharmonies tend
to occur consisting in accelerated physiological and intel-
lectual development accompanied: by retarded or at least 1n-
hibited social and morel development. It 1is quite often that
disharmonies are also noted within one area as happens in
the case of componept elements of the intellectual sphere,
for instance, rapih increase in the scope of ¥nowledge about
the surrounding reality is usually found accompanied by a
relatively low level of thinking skills.

Reasons for these phenomena &re pasically known. Television,
cinama, re2dio, newspapers and adults’ conversations nrrovide
a variety of informetion concerning life, society, national
and international problems. But thehincreased scope of knowl-
edge does not mean intensity or balance in the thinking pro-

cess, nor does it automatically lead to a true understanding

Ay
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.”cgfihe surrounding reality. Moreover, it definitely does no*

medﬁ the formation of social and moral attitudes that cor-

respond to the knowledge so chaotically acquired.

Generally, one could say-that acceleration characteristic of
the young generation’s development in the present-day is by
no means correlated with the acceleratcd social developmsut
and sometimes even retards docial maturation. Zbigniew Zatu-
s8ki, a popular Polish jcurnelist, presents a whipping oriti-
c¢lsm ol this phenomenon statiﬁs that the effect of the pro-
cess 1s "a physical 18;year-old with the mentality of a 12-
year-old". He also points to the increase in sexual cacabil-
ities and needs when "the moral consciousnesz and the inhi-
bition system remain at the level of playing dolls and teddy-
~bears, at the level when the child destroys his teddy-bear
to cee what is inside and takes the doll's mechanism apart .

- in ordcr to find out why it persistently rwspeats "Ha".1

Backwardness in social maturation processes 18 reinforced by
influential factors especially in the urban areas. The gpeed
of the contemporary 1ife which leads to the accelerated phys-
iological and psychic development brings about social and
economic requirements retarding independent and rusponsible
1ife start of the young generatiocr Changes in the structure
of professions call fcr a nigher level of general education

and better professional qualifications.

The' schooling period r bigger and bigger numbers of the

‘Lg’young people becomes ch longer. In consequence the young

. 4 5
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__people precociously mature and feeling mature are not and

cannot be treated accordingly to their ambitions.

fOne can alleviate the problem through lowering the school

entering age. Thisz is done by means of introducing elements
of reading, writing and methematics to the kindergarten our-
riculum. These are, however, elements of the formal training.
Solutions of problems connected with the developmental dis-
harmonies are approaohed through research on the nature and
character of these phenomena and through the diagnosis of
qualitative differences found among childrer from various

professional environmeats.

This complex problem is being tackled with in the research
carried out by doc. dr Barbara Wilgocka-Okoh on the child-
ren’'s school readiness. Research aotivitles in this field
are also initiated by & pumber of research centers in our
country aa mefely sanysided ‘analyses and exeminafions of
questions mentioned above will enable us tc find optimum so-
lutions with regard to‘the organization of the educational
process, choice of forms and methods of work so that it be-
comes a fundamental basis for further stages of education

for children and adolescents in our country.

Appropriate rasearch procedures call for precise clarifica-
tion of concapis which functlon as the point of departure.
More and mors of our researchers and educators do not any
longer approve ¢f the traditional personality concept divided

into the intellectual, sooial and moral, aesthetic, and phys-
é
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ical spheres to whioh respective fiwlds of the educational
activity are ascribed.

Ihough the traditional - as I oall it -~ concept ¢f personality

stresses the global approach, the educational praxis faced

narrow specialization as a consequence of such & division with
activities geared to parts and never to the whole of the in-
dividual’s 1lifse.

at present a group 16 increasing of rvsyarchers who ooqsider
personality an integrated structure of highly orgaPized qrg-
tems, namely the cognitive, emotional, motivational and func-
tional which d;velop in 8 close contact with several life
spheres, i1.e. the economic and technical, social, natural

'

and artistic.
\

This approach requires modifications in the divisior of the
educatinnal activity iato spheres. Each set of activities
deals with the arrangement and development of contacts be-
tween a particular life sphere and &ll the structural ele-
ments of tho child’s personality. The same approach sets

forth a 1ist of new research problems.

The first group of problems deals with the capabilities of

“intellectual, emotional &nd funciional perception of the life

spheres mentioned above on the psrt of various age groups of

.children.

So far we can state that it 1s the intellectual pe.ception

6f the social phenomena that poses greatest problems for the
7 .
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‘child. Learning the social phenomena requires a prefequiaite
understanding of laws, regularities and processes included
in the social growth which 18 by no means easy and at & kin-
dergarten level probably even impossitl:. iherefore, the ed-
ucatinnal curriculum for the kindeé:, =<2 sugtests such a
'pras«ntation of the social 1ife thar #7:'d le:zd to orderihg

“the global view of social problems and to tha child’s acqui-
sition of basic moral concept~. ‘s i1t a satisfactory found-
.étion for future intense educationai influence at a higher
school level? Or contrarily - isn’t it to wide in scope? The
question as well as many others have to be answered in the
course of resea}ches. |

IR

The second group of problems deals with the mutual relation-
ship of the above mentioned types £ the child’s perception.

To give an example I can say that intensified educational _'
work with the young child Zeared to providing him with o= -
deréd informetion on the social life with the slightést neg-
lect of the emotional element leads to a urniform, sad and
grey plcture of the world. As researches reveal such a world
in the eyes of thé preschool child is the world of rigid or-
ganization, onesided simplification, duties and work no more
than just obligétory, never connected with the joy of crea-
tive activity, difficult world where you "have to" but‘xever

"can". Let us now pass to the third group of research problems.
Here we can find questioms concerning the type of values in-

8
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‘cluded in various fields of life that should be focused on
in the educationual activify geared to the preachool child.
Values created by the human being and values serving the hu-
man being best are both cruoial for the educational system.
For the last few years the problem of values has been tackled
with by the Department of the Educational Axiology headcd by

doc. dr Czestaw Herod.

The analysis of values significant for the state and the so-
clety is a source of the educational objectives for the whsl:
of the educationsal sygtem2 and for eacb of its stages, the

preachool stage included.

‘ Concentrating the educational activity around values enables

ug to treat peguonality as an integrated whole. Each value
significant for mankin@ should be understood, lived through
and effected >» - after having understood how precious it is
for the indivicual and for the society - ought to be created
again and again with the higheét emotional commitment. Each
of the strucfural elements of the human personﬁiity must be
engaged in thia activity and fully utilized. Therefore, choice
of values beccues extremely important at each particular lev-

el of educaticu and upbringing.

As far as the preschool eduoational stage is concerned, re-
search on the problem of values is fairly advanced and will

well serve higher school 8tages.

Thsre also is the rfourth grouprof problems. How to organize
9
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‘the aducational process so that danger is eliminated of ap-

plying merely the proceduras of adaptation on the one hand

. and of fetishizing the zpontaneous child's development on the

other? This group of questione, closely cvonnected with the
former three, is - to my mind - of special significance.

The set of problems mentioned above 18 by no means new and
recal;g the controversy which engaged Rousseau, Pestalozzi,
-ﬁégﬁg;t and Froebel. All of'them discussed the discrepancy
as between adults’ requirements springing from the social
‘demand and thq'children's needs, between compulsion which was
thought to be indispensable in the initiation of the young
man into the society and freedom of the educational process,
between the rigid discipline and the self-dependent, sponta-
neous activity of the child.

In & general-theoretical sense the controversy has been over-
come and the thesis ot a spbntaneous development from the in-
side had to be rejected and rrplaced py that pointing to the
directional role of education which is never a rigid compul-
sion but a et of activities facilitating the creative self-

-realization of the individual.

The educational praxis, howsver, 18 abundant in particular,
specific questions of & methodological and technical kind
which need explanations and answers on the basis of adequate

research projects.

The education of the yourg child must be - to a consideradble

10
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. Ef'eh% - 'a process adjusting the ohild to the 1ife in the Bo-
;{ ciety. It has to be so, as the child’'s dependencs.on his en-
jiionmont is at that point very atrong, 1m1tationvplays an
'inportﬁﬁ?_ihrt in his growth and counteracting egocentrism
and anomie call for special adaptive procedures. But if the
prooeia of adjustment becomes central and dominates all the

Stherﬂ. undesirable consequences for the growth of the country
will have to be expected. Progress in all the spheres of the
social 1life requires new fdlnns and a higher quality of life
and work. This, the next generation of peopleluho villbpake
yll"thn important decisions must differ frcm the forma: ores

in its creativity and efficiency.

People who are no more than adjusted bring about stagnation
and regress ahd never progress which is both effirmation and
‘negation. That is wﬁy the main educational guideline in nur
country is the pestulate to educate the oreative, active in-
dividual who not only fully undersgtands tﬁ§ surrounding real-
1ty but can also transform and improve it. But not all of the
teachors can do it as it is far easier to educate in an ad-
Justing manner through manipuletion and psychological train-
‘ing. -Consequences of such educational procedures tend to show
up fairly soon in the groups of older children and adolescents.
Thers elways are groups of the young people protesting against
the lack of independence (aot only formal) who do nof want 1o -
live and think the way their fathers did and who want to shape
their 1life according to their own reasons, conoepts and feelinga

1
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But if we have not prepared them in the educational process
to think ;ational;y and objectively, to form concepts both
peautiful and wise aﬁd cherish feelings that would motivate
to overcome difficulties and barriers for the common good -
no more than groups «f resigned and contestating young people
will be the product of education. Neither of them can be of
any use for the country, while each creative personality will
£ind tasks enabling his full self-realizaticn in the Polish

Peopnle’s Republic.

Procedures of adaptation applied to kindergarted children are

not subject to rapid validation. Partly, because in this pe-

riod of life they are simply indispensable and partly because
results are not immediate. They will be fully revealed in

aschool and even later in the adult life and work.

Attention should be, therefore, given to the limitation of
adaptation activities and subjecting them to the dominating
educational influence which ensures conditions for revealing
creativity, imagination and phantasy. This does not mean com-
plete freedom of the child. Tiwe spontaneous development is an
outdated concept, although it happens to appear in the educa-
tional praxis, especially in the home envirociment of the
child. Efforts are, however, made to explain the nature of
the ;ducational process to parents in the course of special
activities geared to spreading the pedagogical knowledge
amoug a¢ults,

12
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The set of problems I have presented is in fact important
for allcthe educational stages, in the kindergarten, how-

ever, it seems more specific and more conspicuous.

And this is what evidently shows the role of preschool in
‘the uniform system of education and upbringing, the role

which is not only initiating but also fundamental for the
iong process of pqraonality formation in children and ado-

"lescents of our dountry.

2. N

1 Z. Zalugki, "Those clever precociously grown-up children".
Argumenty 2, Warsaw, January 14, 1973, p. 10.
2 The system of national education embraces all the conscious

and goal-oriented educational influences of & school, out-

-of-gchool and postschool characier.
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