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INTRODUCTION

Y . .
. . f
Stereotypes of rural fathers, ‘especially those engaged in farming, have

centered on work-oriented activities, authorititive'behivtor, completing a task,

and limited interaction with children until they are old'enoughrto assist 16
/

farm and outdoor activities. The rural father of the 1970's appears to have

greater oppértunity to develop and fulfill a parenting style that 1nq}udes a

vaéiety of interactions with their young children., The women's mOVeHent has’

encouraged males as wel} a's females to examine sex-roles to determine ways to bréak

out of traditional perabnality“characteristics that encourage specific behavior.
Research regarding the role and atylé of rural fathers has been virtually .
" ignored., .The limited existing knowiedge based on research has been obtained

from data involving urban fathers. Thete is no generally accepted conceptualiza-
tion of the major dimensions of fnthering,7~Conceptualizaiiqn of parenting
: y

style has beeﬁ developed primarily through interactions with mothers. Virtually

# "no standardized instruments exist for a‘;esains {nteractions be;%éen,fithero

and their preschool age chifdren. Considerab}e'informatioh was available in the

research lgyérature related to mother-child interaction, but little was found

specificayiy exaﬁihing the father's role and style. Nash (1965) suggeéted that

reséarchq&s have assumed fathers hg&e'not been/ readily accessible to. study.
?ow'qdeaiions havé been directed to study of 'the father's role because the

laoumpthn was made that he served primarily as provider and head of the family.
Some of the information collected about the father's role and parenting style
has been Ehrougﬁ interviews witl mothefs rather than letting fathers share

~their'perceptlonaf Men have had few opportunities to express their needs,

satisfactions, frustrations, and relationships with their children.




. . In Ottober 1975, the National Adv;abry Council on Adult Education (1975)

iqiund a position paper titled "The Rcies and Responsibilities of Adult Education

/
%

withid Parent/Early Childhood Educacion." The position paper ‘reflected th; ‘
{ T iﬁorgins awareness, and 1n:olvement bf adult educators in pirent edgcation prograﬁa.J//
‘lParents were mgntion;d collectiveiy throughout tve statement. Fathers'were
recognized as half of tpe parenting team and as the target of adult educgtérc.
wlthin the past three years, Iowa home economics extension field staff or
‘county employees and program planning cmnmi;tees have increasingly expressed
the need to provide family ftfe education programs for‘parentq, 1ﬁclﬁding fathers.
Staff have expressed fruétraqion regarding ‘the limited researcﬂ base and genefai
p =
lack of knowledge about the father. Because of the expressed frustration and
intefdst in further develqping parent education programs for fathers as well
as mocher}, this a;udy was 1dqntff1ed. Basically, Iowa appears to retéiq‘some ‘of the
rural values, and because of this, the rural fathef became the fjﬁus of this study.
Objectives for the study were to:

' N\

1. Analyze perceiyed real and ideal parenting style of rural fathers of

\ -

b | o “

childrén 2, 3,/ and 4 years of age.
2. Analyze perceived sex-role concept of rural fathers.

3. Compare differences in percéived real and ideal parenting style of

fathers by thelir age, age of child, .sex-role concept, residence, economic
level, attained formal education, employment status of spouse; sex
! of the child, pnd age of ‘the f'ather at the bir(:.h of the first ®hild.
4. Offer recommenflations for adult education programs related to parent

~edugation espepially for fathers.




CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

The central focus of the study was the examinstion of rural fathers parenting

’

ix style snd the influence of sex-role concept on this dimension of masculinity.
The framework integrates two qistinct modef}~-£ parenting stvle model proposeg
by Dibble and Cohen (1974) and-a sex-role conceptusl model developed by pém (1972).
Psrenting style refers to positive and negative social behaviot wit- children.

A

| Sex-role concepts-suggests expectations appropriate for an in;sfnslized mascu-

\_‘~}lne or feminine standard. ;///

\\ " Parenting style refers to positive snd negativs/52:1al dimensions of
.ki-teraction or behsvior'wich children. Utilizi;;/{ke maternal model developed
by \ chaefer and Bell ! (1958), two dimensions of parenting.style wiil be con-
sideegd--autonomy-control and- hostility-lgy( Autonomy-control'describes a’
parent s\willinsness to aid the child in becoming self-directed and able to
make decisions through individual interaction. At one extreme is autonomy,

the preference for encouraging self/direction; at the other extreme is control,’
1 the preference for possessive behdvior with the child.
The second dimension describes a parent's feelings for the child. At one
’ ) s .
pole is hostility, a general dack of concern for the child or evep rejecting
behavior; at tﬁe other Eol is love or acceptance, approval, and nderstsnding.
Sinee every %sther cupies a plsce along each continuum, the most tesiistic
way to illustsste the model is ‘to use two continuous lines that intersect each

«

other as shown by Schaefer (1961). This suggests that both dimensions of the

pssenting style exigt simultaneously. A father may be loving and ss the same

time encourage aufonomy.




|
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The intersection produces four quadrants which will be labeled as lais

Y

NN . { . .
faire, power, smd?hes,\ggg\fzowth. There are an infinite number of possibl
kinds of behavior, and usually they can be included in one of the four ‘quadrpnts.

Control

Trnditionally;.the phenomena of sex3drole concept hags been definedias .

bipolar--masculine or feminine. Parsons and Béles (1955) suggested that a

person adopts an jinstrumental or expressive sex-role céncept. An i{nstrumen
sex-role refers to behavior in which the parent relates the family to socie

—

and functions as boéa-manager; leader or final judge. >P§rsons and Bales (1955)
defined the expressive' sx-role‘as behavior in.which the'parent keep; the
r;nning smoothly, * fujctions as a mediator, and is warm and affectionate.
does not aliow for the father uho might ntse both instrumental and exprgssive
feelinga or wants to be assertive, yet yielding. Bem (1972) introduced a [frame -
work that recognizes a person may be androgynous. The androgynous individual
remains sensitive to the changing environment and engages in behavior whith seems
most appropriate regardless of ;bq}gtal stereotype. Two continuumq of the
sex-role becoﬁe appropriatef-high masculinify-low masculinity and high femininity-
low femininity. ‘ '

High masculinity-low mas:u%inity describes the person's internalized sex-

role starndards for masculine behavior. At one extreme is high masculinity
which has generally been associated with instrumental behavior. At the other
extreme-is low masculinity, the preferencewfbr éxpreaeive as well as instrumental

‘qualities. The second continuum describes the person's sex-role standards for

{



femieS;b behavior. At one extreme is high femininity which has generally been

noeociated with exptessive behavior.. At thevothei extremehis low femininity,

the pteferencg for 1na:tumental as 'well as expreassive qualities,

5

Interoecting the two continuums, Bem (1972) auggested a person may occupy

.

a place aimultnneously alorig each continuum, ?he {ntersection producen four

.

quadrants, 1&

a"j\
V

o High Masculinity

% » .\ D * .
Low Masculinity
METHOD OF PROCEDURE

\

Selection of Instrumentetion

.

Inatrumeng\\for examining parenting aCyle and séx-role concept were selected
through a, review of éhe llmitedvexisting alternatives. A Parent's Report develeped
by Dibble and Cohen (1974) was chosenyto obtain information regarding parenting vy
style. Bem's (1974) Sex-Role Inyentory (BSRI) wn; aeiegtedAto measure eex-role e

concept. .  * ' F

The Parent's Report was developed by Dibble and Cohen (1974) [in an attemﬁ;
to further parenting research c06Eeptueltzed by Schaefer and Bell[(1958).
' N -
" Eight- positive or socially desirable parental categories and eight negative or

socially undeeirable parental behavtor Fategories 3g§e identifie .' The eight
positive categories included' accepipnce of child as person, child-centeredneal,
sensitivity to feelings, posirive 1qgolvement, acceptance of autqnomy, shared

i/

'aecision-making, consistent enforqébént of discipline, and contrgl throuéh




-
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poditive di»aciplide. Negative categories iqcluded: detachment, intrusiveness,
A.lax enforcement, of discipline, ipcpnsidtent énfgrcement of diaciﬁline,vcontrof'
through anxiety, control throuéh ;uglt, control Fhrough hostility, and with-
drawal of relationship. ihe réport contained 48 operationally defined behavior
items which yere to‘be rated by the respondent on a'neven-point iikert-type

scale. The fnstrument was divided into two scales: 'real" add'"ideal“ parenting

—

style. The "real" parenting scale asked the parent to rate actual -performance
with the child. The "fdeal" parenting scale rated how the parené thought ‘the )
: 1dé;i parent would resppnd. The two scales suggested a real-ideal disparity

' me:‘sute. & ' e

) The Sex-Role Inventory was develdped by Bem (1974) to measute androgyny.
The individual ] androgyny score suggested endorsement of "aex-appropriatg"
characteristics._ Three scaleé\were included in the instrument: masculinity,
-fegininity, and social desirabi\dty. Each scale contained 20 personaligy char-
acteriacicsAselected.o;_;he basis\of sex-typed social desirability. BasEd on

the difference bétween traits, sef&cted indiyiduals -were characterized as

masculine, fgminine or androgynous. .)

\

-t

The population for the stddy whd-k ited to fathers who had children
2, 3, Qr 4 years of age from 14 randomly selected Iowa counties. Within edch
county, a rural school district was'tandoh1\ selecéed fqr obtaining ndmes of
parents with children in the identified age régge The data-producing sample.

consisted of 281 fathers from 14 rural school di:trtcts within the gzate of Iowa.




K’frequency coynt was obtafined for each item of demographic data and- used

"to determing _general character'is,cics of persons #n the gample.
I;ttercorrclations among the 48 real.and-48 ideal parenting ftems were com-
~ puted and then inspected to deterﬁine items which corﬁe»l;"'ted with a coefﬁéi:ent,
of .25 or..higher.. Five clusters of highly cor’;elated' items were formed. These
clusters were further refined by inspecting the rational content of~ the items
and maximizing- the reliabilhity of the tluster. 'i‘he response pattern of the

negative correlations in tHe cluster was reversed"to form pos{tive correlations.

These reversals were computed .to make the items conform to the rational descrip-

v ‘ -
.

tion of high numeric'respo;sea to cluster items..

To determine disparity between real and ideal clusters, cluster means were
. . 1]

subtracted and a paired t-;:st analysia'waq used. 61uster'mam were obtained
for each cluster by summing the checked value of t;e response pattern for “each
“i1tem in the. cluster -and- divtzling, by the.nu‘mbeg gf _re_spondenta.

To caiculate the- masculinity, feminilnity, and androgyn}' sco“re,‘ tghe fo‘llow‘ing

procedﬁte was used (Bem, 1974). Medn scores were obta_ined from each slubject's

ratings of the masculine and feminine adjectives as well as the variance

associated with each subject's response pattern.
Subjects were placed in cate‘éorles of-masculine, near-masculine, androgynous, )

neat-feminine, and feminine accprc}tng to the obtair.ted t-value.
One-way analyse3 of variance were used to study the association.between :

L}
' the dependent variable, parenting or fathering style, and the independent

variables, age of father and occupafion of father. Two-way analysis of variance
was used to determine influences of sex and age of child on parenting or °*
fathering style.

-

9.




Findings and Discussion o *

\ ’ . v $ o :’fi

Rnopoddedisfwere asked to provide fnformation related to'demogkaphic . o
chqrqcéeriaticg about themseives. their;epoule', and families. The 1argeet
percentage (60 6) oﬁ‘the 281 renpondenta were 26 to 30 years of age; The great~. ’

. est percent.ge (43.8) of the: gfapondents had a 4 year old child had from one

‘

to two other children (60. 1%),,had a wife- who was not employed (70.8%); were .
engaged in farming 2. 32) had graduated from high school' (89. 37); and were

19 to 25 years -of age at the birth of the firat child (66..27) . )5 b

' Fathering style was measured using the qriginal instrument;éf 48 1tems-
(Dibble and Cohen, 1974). To formrclustérs, items ‘were lnepecfgd f&r inter- .
correlations of .25 or greater. .Visual inspection of the cogéént of the itews
reaulted in reje;tion;of an-item when the content dﬁs not me;ningful. Five

¢
clusters of items emerged from 47 of the 48 {tems. A minu& sign preceding an.

{tem in a cluster 1ndicateo the response pattern was reverned in acoriﬁg thlt

' item. , . ’ “}‘ ' ‘ '
Cluster A: Growth o gy - ¢ /
The 11 items in this cluster focua on socially des}fabla parental cate - 1{

gories identified in the original 1nstrument There is an gwareness of the { /

child's needs which range from phyaical to creative aglf-exprespion. The’ behavior

suggests ﬁreating a warm, caring eﬁviroﬁment. - The reliabiliky for.thia;cluater s

was 7). The clustgr included the same 11 items éhich were‘}dentified through

factot aﬁnlyaes.by Cohen, Dibble, and Grawe (1975). Items included:
14., I like this chilé to do things his/her own way. ‘
15. I encourage the child to tell me what he/she is thinking and }eeling.
-16. VI make decisions with this child.

\
- i . \

0
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“20. I explain to this child why he/she is being punished.

.

) 30. I am aware of this, child's, need for grivacyf oo S e

31. 1 know how this chilﬁ feels wtthout hLo/her seying.

L

) 32. I let this child hefp me decide about thinga that affecc hin/her.
46. I lec this child dress as he/she wants, ' 2 -

¥ ' = ° ’

v '47. .i can predict how his child will respond or feel ebout somethins new. ¢
’ 48. 1 accept this chi}d s decision even if it is not the way I think.
3 N © 50, I let this child express his/her feelings ebout being punished or

’

~ restricted. - / CeE T L. /

!: - N . o =S R ’ ".
/ Cluster B: Power I . . . |

1 e t .

The aeVen 1tems in this cluater focus on socia%ly undesirable parental
behevior cetegories.' in genetal behevior describe 1n this cluster suggests -

need to be in commend of the envtronment with 1limited “toncern regarding the

child;n need, The reliability for this cMuster was 46 Items included:

f9. I speak in a strohg way 1n‘order-to teach t 13 child how to behave.
. l N o . . ] .

\ | A

21.'/1 warn this child.about future punishments to prevent him/her from °
;acﬁing badly. . . \

23./ T let this child know’all’I have done for him/her when I want him/her .

°

/ to obey

29, o I use physical punishment .,%

. r keep remlnding this child of past bad behavidr.

/
/39. I let this child know chet if he/ahe/;eelly cered he/she wouldn t

- -,

"do things to, cause ‘me worry v b 3 .

<«

. : v ' \
.53, I tell this child that I vorry ebou; how Qe/shevvill turn out because

L, .- of his/her bad behavior. ; ' S

i1 ' \



Cluster C:  Power II ' ~
The eight items in this cluster focus on socially undelirable purentll

categories 1dent£fted in the original 1nstrument. Power II differa_fromkpowar-;

’

iin intensity. Power IT behavior includes rejection of the child especially

J
the chtxd~through physical and less intense emotional interactions. A Power I
behavior results in fewer interactions with the Child. The reliability for

"cluster was .62. Items included: s

forget thiings this child has told me. dor hp

Lavoid talking to this child after he/she diapleq}eq_ﬁg.

\
prefer. going places and doing things ‘without this child _
avoid looking at this child when I am diaappointed in hlmfher

© =29, en'joy listening to this child and doing things with him/her.qj

'.~ K ’ . ‘ . 1
40. I -get amgry about little _things this child does. _ /
. /
41, I'lose my cempet when this child does not do as I ask. f

D
44, I'withdraw from being with my child when he/ahe displeases mé.

. .

Cluster D: Laissez Faire . /

* ~The nine items ip this cluster focus on socially undgsirable'parental behavior
categOﬁiga and a reversed socially desirdble parenthb‘behaviét_qatggory in the
.origin;Lfinstrumenfu The'behaVior Eends to be neglecting, {ndifferent, deca?hed,
or deliberately ébstaining from specific directi;nl, Generally, the bghabibr‘
in téis cluster suggests limited direction so that both.parqnt and child have -
difficﬁffy defining bopndaziee of the environment.. The fe}iabtlity for this,
1

cluster was .7K_ Ttems included: : i :

<17. I see to it that this child obeys what he/she ts told.

12



https://items.in

)

1

+ 18, I ignore his behavior. - IR ‘
L. I'forgit rules that .hava been mda. . .

CLa8, 1 punilh this child for dhobeying. o i g -

3. I allow thtngo to be lcft unuone. .
35. I enforce rul{“ depending \upon my nood. ‘ . o

.. “ . .
<49, 1 make clear rules for this ¢hild to follow. . . ~

L. . ,
" . 51, I change rules. 5

52. 1 let myself be talked out of things.
Ch;oter E: Smother | ’

\ -
t

‘rho 12 items in éhu cluster focus sn socially desirable parental cctegoriu'
identified in the origl 1 1nntrumnt This cluster repreuntt. a fine line

1 "
between overindulgence, overprotection, and a: loving, growth-producing relation-

ship. Depe‘nding on the needs of the child and father, the behavior creates
[ vim; caring environment or one that inhibits growing independence, creatﬁtty.
lnd' self-worth. 1In general, onothcr b.hlvior nugsutl the father ncogniul

hit own uudn and responsibilities and .uk. control of the cnvtronunt, ytt

-

. -ny have difﬁculty determining lundardo and expectations, - The telinbility

-fot this cluster was .77. Ttems 1ncludcd

. .

6. 1 see l;oth"thn child's g'ood points and f;ulta. ot
'8. I ask others what this child does while l:ny from me. ‘
10. I think of things that will please this child.

13. 1 tcil this child how happy he/she makes me.

22, 1 feel close to this child both when he/she is happy and when he/a}:i

.

is worried.

* 2. I check on what the child is doing and whom he/she is se&ing all

.

during the day. ' - . .
N * 4 . l 3 . , '




26, 1 give this child a lot‘of care and atten;tign.
“36. I set iimito'for acti:vittel to help th;.a child stay out’of trouble,
LI 38. I care abon.sé‘thl child even when h-e/.lho does less wall than I know
B b . he/she could. Y \ " - '

42, I consider thu chud‘t ineeds and 1nterelto when making my own plan..
L ' .. =43,° T am unavare of what ch{' child thinks or feels. H
. *45, T like to hug and kiss this child. '
Itém 7, "I let thic child know that I fcel hurt if he/she does not dp wvhat

he/she 1is told," did not correlate substantially with items in Cluster B and

therefore, was not used for further analysis. - S
«® : 4 " , T I ’ ) . r R %
* Intercomlattons’ between real clusters were exanihed The interceorre-

o lations tepreunted the degree to which clu-teu measured 1adependent dimen-

4 sions of rul parcnting style. Pour of the five clusters apputcd to be
. ¥ L 4

-

measuring relatively unique or independent dimensions of parentisg’ ‘tylc.

Cluster A--growth and Cluster E--smother appeared to be measuring the same ‘.

or similar dimensions because 367% of the common variance was agcounted for by

tine same dimension. . .

.

Rarely do parents feel they are doing cx-nctly what> the child nee"ds, and -

. # _ probably ‘fathers do not feel they deviate extremely from the ideal. The real

s . "
. ' nndwidul scales provided a way. to assess the f.nth'er'a' norms and deviations - T, ’
from tho.‘ goll;. ‘WRén using a paired-t analysis to determine rell and ideal . f
disparity, all five of the clusters were highly clgntﬂcnnt. Reviev of the .
-" ‘ ~ mean cluster lcon.l suggested 1dully fathers perceived they should Be more .

sensitive to the !eelingl of the ehild, acceptan of autonomoul actiong, and

-
.

1mlwd fu shared }hculonﬂkim thln what they|currently do. Real and ideal

, mean cluster ocoreg for the.Power I cluater suggegted contml through phytical o

mttoul means vas leu ncceptablo lnd perlups not used. -nt,herl_perceived

v e 3 4 -
R . " 14 . . | .
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they. were less comnitted to established limits an.d«gutdelu;e.s than {ﬁey felt
vn 1&.-1. Fathers sugges_ted‘ they withdrew or developed a distance more th;n
what they perceived t;o be ideal.’ The ;eal mean cluster score for smother' was
lower ,‘than‘ the ideal mean cluster sc,or‘;"whtch auégeeted fathers iaetceived they

had less involVement with-the child than ghit they perceived vo;x}d-_be ideal, ’
» . = - o v

As a result of the sex-role data analyses, about one third of the men

"were classified as masculine, ‘one fourth near-masculine, one thiml androgynous,

and B.Z'L'Zm'znine or near-feminine.  Respondents who were clauiffed as masculine
! ‘ SR « = 33
" or androgynous were from 19 to 50 yen;:a-of age. Of the 95 fathers who were clas-

>
> K4

sified as masculine, 55 had a fennLe\child‘ andvho' had. a male child. Of the

.‘,91; respondents whoae. aéx-rcle concept was classified as androgynous, 42 had a
) - 3

i . : \ -,

female child and 52 had a male child, * : A

" Tonsidering spouse’'s employment, greater numbers of men who had spouses’
- ‘ * ¢

employed full time were classified as androgynous, while greiter numbers of men_
who had spouses employed part timeé were classified as masculine. Greater

numbet; of men employed in clerical-and sales, processing, machine trades,

.

bench work, structural work, and milc(ellqneouc occupations were classified as

A
Greater n’@en ‘of men

‘@androgynoyl tt.un were those classified as masculine.
cu;;l:?y':d in ﬁrofeuional, -technical and mmgeﬁent, and {ming occupltizona
were classified as mtculiqe than were those classified as androgynous. Pathering.
style and ;Qx-role éoncept were not significantly relllted. ‘

Ulil;g an an_alysu of variance to determine influenge of age and occupation

- on fathering style, it was concluded fhnt neither influenced father's p{rception

of parenting style. il




0
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‘When aumining the fatherins style data, practical significance ﬁxat-be

considered as well as the statiatical significance. While I; of the real-

. -

'tdnl disparity scores were htghly ugnificant, the llf%l umple cin mde lmll

c‘lu'tor unn.diffegcnces significant. The mean cluster difference score for } St

i.dgnl and real beha.vior \fén: Power 1 was miniml and would no; have ptactléal
o}tgt;iftcance. When considering which‘ \r;ariaglea to explare in program develop-
ment, it would be appropruce to use r.he clistefs that showed the largest dif-
ferences bgtweeq 1dan and real parenting st;'rlg. 2

Fathers were rgcognitiné a gap existed between their real behavior and “ - -]
what they perceived would be ideal. Ident;é;ing a gap suggested fathers my‘ . .
h‘:% received' some sub jeclt-mltte.r regarding alternatives for interacting with » .
Ghildren which has probably come from a variety of sources not ideﬂtifud‘
w}.til the present study.. Adult educators need to carefu.lly.ctudy reasons for
the__ga:t and determine content and learning expe_ﬂen'ces for bring}ng them to-
3ethe1‘-. Programs need t.o. be identified that contain a process as well as content
ofli.enntion to education. ‘ y

With the present scoring procedure for Bem's Sex-Role Inventory, there is -
no distinction between mdiﬁiéula who score high ‘in l;oth nocuuﬁ.ty and
femininity and those who score low in both masculinity and femininity. The
'quution arises as to which group is really an;lpogynouc. ‘Spence, Helmreich,
and Stapp (1975) have recently rcconnﬁndod, di’viding rnéondenu at t‘heﬁncdun ’
on both the n‘cpline .ndq feminine scales so four-clnluf'iclt.iom aresidentified '
rather than the current three, The androgynous respondents would be those uhé
had high masculine ‘nd feminine gcores while réapondenu with lov masculine’ lnd .
feminine scores would be undiffet;ntiated. With the present study, the ltatlattcll

K

" analysis was completed before the review vn found. ’rherefore. the deciuon

wvas made to continue with the ixilting aulyl‘u. . .
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‘ RECOMMENDATIONS . .
/ Al . ( .
.,‘ - ' .
p)
P rent educa;io especially for fathers were: -

13

' Y1, Buil programs on the premise that-é gap exists between teal behavior

. ideal behavior. ,In the present smdy,‘- fathers pérceived ‘they
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M‘d perceiv

| sﬂould ide l.iy be more sensitive to the feelings of the child, acceptant of

’% au‘}té;nomo s agtlons’and ~1.nvorve‘d in shared decision-making. Programs could be
\ o g o . s . . .
| dA-elo ed with emphasis on creating an environment for the child that fostets

‘,‘\aut‘ gomy, creativity, and shared decision-making. To do this, parents, inéluding
‘Y . r . .y" . .
\ \ .

kat‘ 'brs, require proEcss as well as conten‘ educa.tion whei:eby they evaluate

persﬁ{{ml needs and. analyze the physical social, emptional, and intellectual
develdpment of the child, and determine altematives co intetacc w{th the child

80 tﬁe_ feel”confidént creating an environment thet becomes a positive experi-
1 : - NN . .

ence for\all. :

2 arenting style:results of 'thié stud)'/ were similar, to a stady conducted

- with urban‘garents of twins. ‘Therefore, Home Economics 'programméts néed to consider

the fdea that urban and rural fathers may indeed perceive-parenting s'tyle similariy.

.

Rn.lur than expending resources tn developmg separ‘au or different programs for rural

and urban nudlences. resounee can be channeled or focused on a statewide’ effort

":3. in th;s atley, 40.6% of the rez;pondents were 26 to 30 years. of agé,.

- »

suggesting that the men are in the initial stages‘of develoﬁment of occupa- >

-

tional and faéhering rolesf Therefore, programs need to be built on the
assumption that the f‘mering role {s assumed,tzy men at the same” time Athey are
. - . :

éeveloplng their occupational role (Aldous, 1969). Occupa_tional‘needsmd

.

.

fathering role may compete for time rather than becoming coqﬁlenentary. Adult

* education througit innovative methods can provide fathers with learn(ng'oppé.rtu-

A -
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) \‘ nities to adjust to this conflict of interest so they mtght more read{.l?
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N . ) "
, determine ways to enhance the quality of time spent with the child. Adult education

. programs must reach the fathers where they -are available so that one additional
" ' . . . -

strain is not placed on an already:nverscheduled life. Programs can be incor-

porated into oc}uhational settings, through union structures, and within the
home. Programs.can‘be preventive rather than problem-solving and introduced
into the family at the time of the first pregnancy. o

v

4. Consider using selected items in the instrument in the teaching-
. . ‘
flearnlng environment. * Clusters of items could be used for pre and post self-

examination. Discussion could focus an items in pecific cluster. Cluster

items could serve as a basis for observatiom of+«video tapes, films, or actual
s . “ interactions. AP ’ /4
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