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Descrlptors for Polltical Understandlng_was develop d to. help reallze a hlgher
degree of political literacy in our state by giving: ducators some handle Pn what| is |
" to be expected of students who graduate from our schools. This brief pubL1cat10
- was further designed to help clarify what political science is. about and to provide -
readers with an opportuklty to con51der some 1mp11cat10ns for providing school—

proposéd descriptor suggests a 1eg1t1mate prlorlty, learnlng experlences w111 av

to be determined locally.and by people respon51b1e for Justlfylng subJe t ‘matt er
within the school currlculum. . ¢ . o :
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| welcome your comments about this publlcatlon and urge you to. take -the time to let

me know your reactlons, suggestlons and part1cu1ar v1ewp01nts Please send your"
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‘1. INTRODUCTION.
Ina letter to William C;fJéryisjdﬁ September 28,‘1820,fﬂhomas Jefferson

- Stated that a healthy and :free society could be built<9n1y upon a foundation _
of popular intelligence. "I know.no safe depository of" the' ultimate powers of

the society but»the‘people,themselves; and if we thiﬁk the@“not‘enlightened_ SN

" enough to exercise their control with a wholesome di'sctetion, the remedy is
not. to take it from them, byt to inform their discretion- by education."

- Consistent with®Jefferson's appeal, a citizen's fagk: férce formulated eleven Ny

- 8oals for education in WiSconsin schools Which/%he.state'superintendént accepted” -
- in 1972, One of the eleven 'goals addresses citizenship and political under- A
‘Standing and asserts-that the student shall?/ , ‘ v : :

. : ' . Co S . ) , [
., *Understand the structure, ‘governance and 'governmental heritagé“df,sociéty/
(communities, ‘state, natiqnﬁQWH%wpry )., B L I
C iy A / ¥ S
ffé@?ive participation in fulfilling one's’.

- ‘ o S -

3

| *Understand the impgity;

~ obligation to 50%§§tﬁ
B . . . <{‘>/Y‘(/‘7_

*Have'developed theéégﬂ

result of school_exp@p

Aopces

s oy

.cipate in a democratic society as a

Given the above, ‘it soon became.créar,that more detail and substance would :
‘have. to be discussed if these. goals were to/prove useful to parents and educa-
tors.. The state social studies5EUrricuLum,Study-committee decided early that
- if the social studies community/was to play its appropriate;rdle”in‘the facili-
tating of these goals, then some clarity had to be provided. ~The social .
Studies community also felt' the need 't ' f

30 e

standings which: social studies;cuprlculumxand.inStrucﬁiOn,address. ’ s

2 free soéieﬁx, Just as we -
‘practice education in our ccountry, it is-also”the. ¢ase that in totalitarian
states $chools Place emphasis upon reading, writing; and arithmetic.  But
- learning to:read, for example, is-not sufficiehtftofthe-maintenance_of a .

democracy°or_tepublic. What is called for_are/qitizens who .are socially,

,Civié‘literacyviSvthe firsﬁ_basiC'of education in a -fr

politically, and economically literate'qyd_in»tOUChwwith théir culturalfheritage;'
Individuals in a free country must have the perspective of history, and the -

- sensitivity that comes -through a knowledge of other peoples. ' They must know

how to practice the craft.of”democratig citizenship. ‘We might picture the
citizen/craftsman as part of a community knoWledgeable of fact -that citizenship

and political understanding must deal with attributes of science, art, technique,

and grace. - . L SR SO S Som
. : [ Loy . . . . ! i . .

In this light, the citizen knows about:and how political institutions function
- and how individuals and groups behave. The citizen. is also a part of the -
community and aware, that his or her involvement and potential for social. good
is matched'chpletgly by .the potential for social evil. This is the right and
Tesponsiblity of citizenship in a free society, This is also the art and P
- .Science of citizenship...a citizen knowledgpable-in2technique,vand manifesting . .
a style,or-grace,%hat-is'seﬂsitiVe to human relationships. S S

o . T ’
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' THE CITIZEN AS CRAFTSMAN :

Thls conceptlon of cltlzenshlp encompas es more than that whlch will, be dlscussed
‘Wif1 be with those components of c1tlzensh1p

This 1nc1udes the "know what'' as,

here. Our concern in this documeq%’
education that speak,to political exhcy.
Further, the components which.

well as the. "know how" of polltlcai.qpflltles

are delineated and their attendan; descriptors,” are not mutual}y exclusive and
F1na11y, the. descriptots dssumg/ certdin pre-

this- guide will start with

some overlap will be- notlced.:
ubsequent~act10ns and, thus;
‘ Jt the . ‘compofient’s and goals of

" requisites as well as
.a minimal sgt of pol;tlcal sc1ende concepts, li
c1t12ensh1p education, movg to- the descrlptors themselves and follow -up’ w1th N
suggestlons for content themes and resources. el -,
' o i
7 a
14
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© II. -POLITICAL SCIENCE .. . .
. E . ..,’.L) ’ . . . “,“.An i L . "‘ . . A “.

. Political sciénce is the study of human political behavior as well as the
political-institutions established by people. _This includes the theory and-
~ practice of orgapnizing and controlling the power needed to formulate public
policy and administer public services. o : IR ol '

. o : . . X . - ‘ . -, 5 ’ - o !
“Although political science is -a study of government, it is not limited to the
study of.formal structure of governmént. Political science also includes the

study of the public allocation'of resources, values and power.'in any social or

economic organization. Areas of study within political‘sciente include such
items as legitimacy, authority, power, control, consent, protéction of minori-
ties, and the proper relationship between the individual and state. -Tn addition
to this, a study of the role of law in any society -should bring out the relation-
" ships of individuals to'the legal system, to sanction, to the courts, and to
justice. . . . .. . - A N L ' . . . .
- In a democracy as well as in a republic, political power:is in the hands of
‘the people...therefore, a repyblic or democracy is dependent.upon an educated

and informeéd citizenry that recognizes the need for'a balancg of rights and S
- responsibilities. . A proper?study-of political,scienge'gpn be thought ‘of ag . L
- -helping individuals-to become aware of their Opportunitxgglgndlpbligations as ..
. citizems: . - o N S N A
' s R - i _. L
o Basic Concepts
Political System - f : . : L R - o o
' ".“,' ‘. PR . . o : S ’ ;. . : I
A political system is a complex of‘processes and institutions which allocates
resources, power and values in an authoritative manner. i : //
" Legitimacy = - o -)'_* o S e
Legitimacy is an accéptatice by the people of a society of its’governmental
. system. . S > AR o
" Decision Making - . e ‘
Decision making refers td who gets what, when and how. . .decision making deals
extensively with the question ''who rules?".,. s - S
" : ) . - I . ‘ . ' A / . 3 - .

&

People in every society create-laws which reflect its (the socieéty's) philosophy
and ideology. Penalities and sanctions are provided for violations of ,the

. A ' e ‘ !
law. R ‘ S v ot . ;

. A .o ’ I . . A N C . . ,
Institutions’ o _ . ' e L

- Institutions are part of the formal political power. of governﬁgnt and are
usually established to nieet the needs of society. L '

et
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]Interdege dence'

There is a d1v151on of respon51b11ty at all levels of government lpcal,
-state, natlonal, and 1nternat1ona1 _ - —

: C1tlzensh12 o _ S . S - A o
. . v [ . ,._“.vF,.

-C1t12ensh1p involved varying degrees of ob11gat10ns and prV1leges dependlng
' upon the form of government . Ce e AR
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111, COMPONENTS OF CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION
Our task is to consider ways in which the total educational commun1ty can -
-lassess c1t1zensh1pf%ducatlon. The assessment_focus_is to understand the I 2
extent to which schools have engaged students in political study and,pof1t1cal '
education. This current interest is not.to develop a new orientation in
, schools but reflects the cont1nu1ng educatlonal obl1gat1on to evaluate the job
- 'we are do1ng SRR C ‘ I : , L

‘ ¢
;o ] S
- . . /‘ ) P ’

We believe that students have to. learn how to read. and write, But we also
"believe that read1ng -comprehension, speaking and wr1t1ng can best be learned -~ - .
in substantive content - -such as social studies. . For example,: to practice e
skills students need knowledge about political affairs. But more important,
“educators :need to understand that the learning of skills must be considered L
within the context 1n which students are learn1ng how to apply these skills in
inquiry and through participation. Without pract1c1ng read1no and writing in Sl
meaningful situations, these tasKs become mechanical and, 1ndeed dysfunct1onal
;to democrat1c C1tbzenshrp T o . v : : ' =
/
 We bel1eve that c1v1c literacy 1nvolves at/deast two eth1cal responsib1l1t1es.'
‘ Flrst, students need to develop an awareneSs of how government’ and politics
‘actually fundtion. This" understandlng, though, is not just passive. Students
" need to develop standards in order to judge whether what is occurring i's just
“and equlpable ‘Second, civic literacy involves student responsibility in :
determininy policies important to their da11y lives. We realize that.the ro .
degree of complexity in c1v1c learning will vary from younger to older ch1ldren. v B
~ However, \idis an educator’ s obl1gation to consider how.students at all ages o
"can incregse the1r pol1t1cal understand1ng and part1c1pat10n S
These tWo pr1nc1ples reflect a cl ss1ca1 mean1ng of dem0cracy The purpose of
‘a ‘democratic political process is, in part, to'enable people to gain tangible
benefits. To do so, people need to have accurate knowledge about how political
- \»dec151ons are made, who makés those dec151ons,~and how that process can be _ .
'i"1nfluenced.\‘Democracy has another though’just as 1mportant dimension, and N
that is the belief that individual self- ~-development is dependent upon being ot
- able -to’ part1c1pate in publ;c affairs. Self-esteem and human_ d1gn1ty are .~ .
viewed as related to the opportun1tmes individuals have to express themselves <
' in public affairs. Educators need to. cons1der;both d1mens1ons of democracy in
'blann1ng 1nstruct1on : : : :

e
!

< . . : L . -

' We must -guarantee the/honesty of what students are’ asked ‘to know. . Knowledge .

‘about the political process should be- accurate. It‘should focus upon the ways -
in which politics works and not only upon formal ox ideal models. For ‘example, . .

~elections and voting shoudd be understcod as: only a part of governmental and - -

‘political procesqeg Further, ‘students” should: have opportunities . to consider ',

- the contintial pollt1cal tension. within our.society. That is, there exists an

'~ ongoing struggle/between the demands of society and the r1ghts of individualg,

" Educators should not teach patr1ot1sm -as blind obed1ence to authority. Watergate
and the CIA revelations, for example, demand that governmental agenc1es econtinu-
ally'need to;ﬁﬁ open to pub11c scrutinity and debate. On the other hand, L,

'lnd1V1duals eed.to consider themselves as part of a commun1ty to which they -
have obl1ga{20ns and responsibilities.. :

Ty
.

P e S //,. PR : e s S S R
- s . . - - = ' - . . . .
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*‘*practiee~resp0nsib1ity{andﬂinitiatile

_ of work ‘which involves investigating questions ®
. about political events.

" ment works, who actually
- 'While realizing that participation -in the community will vary according to
- children's age,  involvement in situations beyond the school is. necessary .in
‘order to understand the values,
~potitical world: '

" Education for citizenship re
< to be able to place what now exists into a context O

‘that. we can gain greater insight

to engage i
' 2

N

. 4 .
A - . . ' ~ R
i Loy . ‘

The'school environment has to enCoufage democratic behavio
need to be places“where'ideas can be argued and .debated,
of school must provide a range of activi

r: "All ¢lassroofms
] - The ongoing. experiences
ties which call upon students’ to .

Those school practices which are
paternalistic or demand uncritical -acquiescence need .to be considered ds -anti-
thetical to the purposes of d9macraiig\gififfﬂfﬂggﬁgduCation.a_The,needttO'
scrutinize and criticize political institutions de nds\that-studenQS'ﬂo S
inquiry. We consider inquiry as ‘having verb qualities, ‘that is, it ;is a form .
f some curiosity or doubts o
It demands seeking data which can help answer the
question(s). An inquiry demands time te put all the data togethér in ‘some -
coherent fashion.s It is'the doing of inquiry that can enable students td
consider where there is conflict betWeeﬁ’idealg,and'PractiCes.

- .
[ » .

extend beyond the classroom. Students
deas in the.general community ‘in which
Thesé experiences may be those of .inquiring into: how logal govern-
makes .decisions or how political issugs are resolved. -

The activities of citiZenship:must also
should have experiences'testing-their‘i
they live.

attitudes, -and practices wh}ch,compri;e‘the'

Students néed -
f what people have thought
£ institutionS involves giving attention’
to why political structures have emerged and the intent of those who have.come
before us. This speaks to an accountability’ to Plate,-Jefferson; Lincoln,
Martin:Luther King, Jr., and so on. It:is within an historical perspective
‘into our current pryctices. o :

e - R - i
quires an historical understanding.

and did in the past. _The legitimacy o

/

v

ciples to guide thpatask'of citizenship .-
We believe this task is an ethical one.
veducator' is to provide opportunities which enable—students

n honest study ‘and participation. S o '

We have sought to provide a set of prin
education assessment and developmeht. .
The obligation of

a v

]
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L We ‘can’ look at the components of polatlcal/understandlng reflected in the . .
e follewang~51x goals: // — T ’ </l~———v—_vw
. I ' ’/(' e . L /‘ T
. KA. _-Ethlcal Respon51b111f§ T o ,////// } e
.o r .' / ) : . v y
: ) The student (teacher ch11d) should be aware and understand that : .
. :po}1t1ca1 action or behavior is an ethlcaI//ct since 1t affects. o
. . ¢ther individuals as wéll as the comfunity..and, that allf institu-~.
i T . tians have: ethical responisibilities which need to ‘be contil ually
ST o checked w1th 1nst1tut10na1 practices. : : R 2 -
. - R - - a : . ) . ) N J
';ﬁ.*f Inqurry e 51; e ' N - i |
“The- student (teacher ch11d) should be a/le t6 use the skllls of
h 1nqu1ry in the~1nvest1ga10n of p011t1ca1 issues. \
. .‘_w -'9." L ) i X ) o i
G P011t1ca1 Knowledge - ,f‘ g~, - B S L
- . . - - . . ~
e The student (teacher—ch11d) should be aware of the ba51c cpncepts, R
: S T ;theorles and methods. of political science, and other dlsc1p11nes R
e ;related to-the study. of p011t1cs.v - _ I - S
D.'. School EnV1ronment~j,c -
‘_(. oo Y ) - I3 i} . \ : : & . f:‘ ,
‘f‘ P ‘.The student - (teacher—ch11d) shoutd understand the school sett1ng as . - .
o - osa p011t1ca1 env1ronment in wh1ch 'to practice tge sk1lls of ﬁol1t1cal
. 'behaV1or. - . , S ]
. C _ : ) . . n
E. - Larger Commun1ty 1] - o ;é) B F Q .
_ . . ‘The student  (teacher- ch11d) should pos ss the Skllls necessary for .
g ORI p011t1ca1 1nqu1ry and action in the communlty o - o '/r,
- F. jHlstory . ‘L', S o . 'f4 BRI “ I ' '
The student (teacher ~child) should have the h15tor1ca1 per5pect1ve
} . and trad1t10n of the Amerlcan democrat1c experlence - .
. . : : - . oot : S e ;
- . \ . “ ~ .
, . s
) : ! p ;‘ . .
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T Students. should'be aware: . - - I -~
- (N S - ,.\_' o e R

< 9’ . . . ]
Ty g e R L - . B T L
el 1. ithat;ethlcanjudgment 1S’ a component, of all-pol;t;cal,behaV1§r;i'
D - because it ‘affects the'lives of other-people. -~ = < - .. 7.
: Lo R A oo : - ' - .

f:v- L, 2, of the_vaiﬁes'ofxplufaiismfand @he5difficu1tiesAand;opporfuni;ies
‘that it presents in a’ democratic society. =~ . . -
~5“ 3. that qlthopgh'éi;izens deigéa;e authority to elected offiéiéié who "

Dty make up government,  they: (citizens) still have obligations of Beiqg o

""'r,. ~ . informed, inf;uen;ing,¢§nd~judgingﬂthe actidhs of said elected ig‘ ;
W ek officials. . . e L S

‘ 4 ‘that citizens have an ethical responsibility to practice democratic -’
. “behdvior.. S S . - _ " I
5. that yotihg is only oné part of activé;dembcratic citizbnship whith

'+ also includes the PractiCe-of_influéntiﬁg,fjudging,'angvinforming .

©~ oneself and others. - g . Ly o L

6.  that home ahd-schqdlfshare“respdnsibilities'to encourage behavior .
., and attitudes which”are favorable toward the establishment of a just
community. S ‘ . : C

,‘1?r»7; that’theréﬁi§,an,intexdependencéyof thé*individualé},rights and \
. . responsjbilities ina democracy. - e )
" . 8. ¢ that as the world beéome§fincreasingly interdepeld§nt,'citizén'roles
. . \in the global society are more important. L R
\\"Q.ijthatAiawsvayb created.to -influence the behau@o§m>fipe6ple.'i *i‘x
‘ ) . - ~ i : . . . .< . ] ‘ ) ‘[ﬁ . N ' 4
T 10¥ - that in a- democraty, order can only be maintai ed through the volun-

\

* earvy compliance of citizens.to the' law. L

Y« 11.-  that a democratically organized society or group reiches its highest
Coe EY K

LD T Y peak of justice when each member assumes his/her full share of
o o + regponsibility, B D e R o

v
>

SRR LT ;%héf.as\people feel‘increaSi"gIY'Paherlessi'the’ﬁevel of social
e - .respansibility drops. . : . N -

- .. 13. | That politieal aecisionﬁ shoﬁldﬁﬁroVide.for the protection of the -
Seg .. - rights of dissenters., o - : :

®

‘ ! o o . ' L e .
/_/'14.l that all socicties enforge laws or sanctions.
, . .“\‘t.,‘l. s . - . ) o . .

"4;- l . A ,l LY » N Q ' ) ' ’A q 3




ﬂow to use the inquiry skllls of obserV1ng, communlcatlng, c1a551fy1n )

1nferr1ng, predlctlng, formulatlng ‘models, méasuring, - interpreting ~
. ' - data, . formilating operational def1n1t10ns, formulat&ng questlonsﬂagd

S hypotheses, and testing hypotheses.. 2 S I "

e

R j_«‘2. how propoganda techn1que§ﬁare used

. . . : W

~

3." how to- 1dent1fy p011t1ca1 resources.

’ 4. how ”risk taklngﬂ is a’ learnlng process in a democratlc sett1ng

5. how all 1nd1v1duals and gﬁoups behave p011t1ca11y T

i

6. how approprlate questlons can be. asked about any p011t1ca1 1nst1tut10n. '

700 hgw polltlcal 1ssues have many 51des wh1ch an infor ed'citizen must
: ‘ PR Y S S
amine.” _

Y
*

8. how 1nformat10n w1thout evaluatlon and Judgment 1s o plittle.use.

9. how political: declslons are reached i . f_ \
: w."' 10; how the study of 1ssues can produce new 1nqu1ry quest1ons
C. Pol1t1ca1 Knowledge . '-‘. to

Studentss should d1scover o
1. . how laws are created., ,' , o

il

2.‘4:how penaltles and sanctlons are prov1ded for v101at10ns of lawx

»

A 3L how Heople make rules in the1r homes , schoo s and commun1t1es for
T . thei safety and health . L ,

5. -how in a democracy, order can only be ma1n
~ tary comp11ance of CltlZChS to the law._

R . »

6. how. to ;pfluence 1s to ‘be p011t1ca1

7. how‘governments are establlshed. ¢¥;g c' | h | T 'A‘;
8.~ how ghe pressure of 1nterst groupsﬁsdmetgmes"résultS'in the establish:
: ment of laws. . e .',“,' RS o
- 9. how governments gain lehitimacy 1 J;L"
t_lO.'.vhow c1t12ens support the1r govcrnment through taxation:

= . ' "&x‘; .
. .

14

-~ . . .
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B -

1. "how government and laws change as people respond to. d1fferent needs;
- . -and 51tuat10ns. s : BN
" - - o Lot . ] P
12, how governments Vary‘from*community to community.
S - v ' Ce . v._ . oL A
"13. how governments within the same state will differ because of the
formal and informal humanﬂrelationships that exist th re. *

- .

»

14, how'iOcpd;' iy natlonal, and planetaryﬂagenc1es can provide

o differenf aportant serv1ces to the commun1t1es of the world

. 15.  how the Constitution of the Un1ted States provides for a system of
checks and balances. among the three branches of government -- execu-
t1ve, 1eg1slat1ve, ahd Jud1c1a1 ‘ .

16. how the. purpose ‘and operatlon of each branch- of government is

" determined’ by the state and federal constitutions as well as the

1nterpretat10n of same by the courts.

17. ; how as' people feel 1ncreaslng1y powerless, the level of soc1a1

1gespon51bL11ty drops.

. 18.  how Varlous means are used by wh1ch the Jud1c1a1 system is hel

o accountable--1 e., electlon of judges, passage of new laws, etc)

19. how, law enforcement agencies and the courts are constra1ned y the
federal and state const1tut1ons. .

20, " how pena1t1es and sanctions for law v1olat10ns are determlned by
legal restr1ct1ons, de51gnat1on of Judges, etc.‘ . -

21, how the general range of penalties are and how 1ncurred—-f1nes
! probation, restitution, ‘etc. : - ~
22. "how political decisidns are related to community. conflict.

23, how political decisions are made within’the school .
C 24, - how p011t1ca1 1nvolvement often 1nvolves compromlse

25, how ch01ces need to be made regard1ng the governanco of all groups*
' 1nc1ud1ng family, school, local government, etc.

26. how the B111 of Rights affects their 11VCS-n,

27. howwthe structure.and‘functlons of our government»are'related.

ke \‘

28. how elections procedures functlon (1nc4ud1ng selectlon of candldates

' and mechanlcs of votlng) : : .

29. . how. polltlcal parties ‘are organlzed and function in the studonts'
own community.

‘_. - _‘.—3/‘ ' ~-10-
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- 300 how admlnlstratlon of the law affects the 1nterest pf the ldw.._ ‘ ' \4
3. how tactlcs used to destroy collectlve actlon, subvert pub11c will .,
t orpmanlpulate pub11c op1n10n. ' :

32.  how the Jud1c1a1 system 1nterprets,,changes, expands or nu111f1es‘n -
) rlaw as passed by the leglslatlve system. . >

‘~.33. “how 1nd1v1dua1 rights granted by the Con51ttut1on are not auto-.v
" - matically protected by the courts.'

)

34. how the Jud1c1a1 system is. structured and operates in. the cr1m1na1

' ,“justice area, ~including lam.enforcement, court precedure, ‘the jury -~
‘system, the protectlon prov1ded for" 1nd1v1duals, and the. weaknesses
of the system. o o @

35. how ‘the juvenile iustﬁ system dlffers from the adu1t system in-

. ' Jurlsdlctlon procedu s and phllosophy s e o

36. - how civil courts prov1de a means of redress of . gr1evances and how L
' they operate. '

5.

. 37. " "how many admlnlstratlve governmental agencles serve quaS1 JUdlClal T e
' - function_in the enforcement of administrative rules and in the
resolv1ng~of conf11cts of. 1nterest-—1 e., WERC ICC, etc.

38. - the accused are not always 1nnocent unt11 proven gu11ty-—1 €.,
. - Federal Tax System. T e : : :
School'Environment S S e T

Students should be aware: . o -

1,1. that\polltlcal decls1ons 1n@a‘democrat1c settrngbmust be shared
o 2. that the env1ronment of school is a polltlcal and eth1ca1 sett1ng
3. “that persona1 respon51b111ty must be taken before lecaxr n1ng can 3
_occur. o L RN “
14. that thére must be mutual respect among a11 1nd1v1duals In the : ;

classroom. = . . T . , ol

5 - : N . : - X o

+5, .that open dlscu551on and debat@ are necessary for recaching democratic
political decisions. : : : : 5o

Larger‘Communﬂty

Students should be aware: : .

'

1., of and able to chalr a. meet1ng u51ng parllamentary procedure. RS
2.“' of and able to gather, analyse, and. evaluate 1nformatlon 1n polltlcal .
campalgns. . Lo ’
’ j.U

>




e act1v1t1es.
-4QA.dof and able to take a loca1 1ssue~and follo
v 'dec1s1on mak1ng process.

it through the .complete
. - ) :

55. 0 d able to 1dent1fy the sources of p werﬁand spec1a1 pressure.u
groxgi affect1ng deC1s1on-mak1ng in the oca fcommun1ty o

. 6. of the needed skills in organ1zatlons fo

process (1nc1ude campa1gns)

8. that they must assume more respons’ i for fugture an:
R f P 124 ;

1nvolvement in government #7
. - ¢ : o "',‘,
“9. " that an elect1on is only part ‘of political 1nvolvement and that

- .skills are needed to part1c1pate in pol1t1cs both dur1ng and between
elect1ons.

'
-~

flq.»y;of and'%evelop sk1lls needed for act1ve c1t1zen observers, hav1ng ‘
I. knowledge wh1ch is the key for keep1ng a governlng body accountable

' rr. .. of h1s/her task-of dec1s1on-makihg in an. 1ncrea51ng1y W1der varlety
o 'Aof pol1t1ca1 sett1ngs. ' ! S o - ' .

‘f h ) : P » » : . "-.‘(l )
Q ,of and §ﬁle to see and argue two sides of a g1ven issue.

K ~
f@f Wd? and ab1e to communlcate h1s/her concerns to those in power.
: .j 'thét vot1ng is ‘only one part of active democratic C1t1zensh1p wh1ch
- \x»also includes the pract1ces of 1nf1uenC1ng, Judgiag and 1nform1ng
-oneself and others - ;

| that loca1 state, nat1onak, and planetary agenC1es can prOV1de~3
; d1fferent yet 1mportant serv1ces to the communities of the worl%

15..

H1s ory ‘ . ‘ L
‘. . v . . v ’ . S ,"v

:.Students shou1d be aware" ‘ ’ ' e

. . . '

1. that ideas and values based on trad1t1onxare strong, 1ast1ng 1nf1uences
upon ghe structure and actlons of man's government J,|_.* e
2., \of the -human or1gin of pol1t1ca1 1deas" . . o -
3.'” of and 1nvolved W1th rea11ty (reallsm) as well as 1deallsm.$

) DR

4.‘-\of ‘and have a fundamental "knowledge of Const1tut1ona1 r1ghts of
: und1v1duals. e . L. e
5. that the Constitution (state and national) is a "living" document
: ‘that must be stud1ed,)understood and celebrated with each new
generatlon.

-12-
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‘and s1tuations.

)

ob11gat1ons and pr1v11ege deg

end1

’.

" ¢ 9

| involved varying degrees
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VI, CONTENT THEMES T A R v
The fOllOWlng themes are suggested as p0551b1e areas for study L
. *The Un1ted States Const1tut1on the Bill of R1ghts, the Federa11sts Pape4 7
‘ and the State Constitution .

- *Structure, development and funct1on of p011t1ca1 partres T SO
. A o ) B . e h N - -
. "*Local governmental structures; , A T ; S S
'hfLocal'community'development‘Mf 3

r*Public financev(how governments are financed) | :zi. o
. *The role of courts in the 1nterpretat1on of const1tutrons
- . . -

,*Electlon procedures -and regulatlons ) i . .

' . e wpn e T e s
'*How bllls become law . 7 - , wo - @9 S
*Power and structure of communities (economic/social source of‘influence ' S

. . . . o . R "_ -
: . ; x N

| ST

*Comparatlve governmental systems ."»‘, SR
'*H1stor1ca1 development of 1nst1tut10nsv

*The protect1ve functlons of government

i Co
; ow collective action can be used S R =
! *Techn1ques used to 1nf1uence pub11c op1n1on S. o

. *Pressure groyps o ' o o CoL R

'*Political behavior

Ve *The‘serVices.of-government -

AT . . N N s

P ,*Informal structures of pol1t1ca1 dnfluence ' ,
A *Function of 1deology and’ pol1t1ca1 actlon ‘

*Relationship of pol1t1ca1 1nst1tut10ns to soc1al aqd econom1c 1nst1tut10ns

*Compargtlve stud1es of pol1t1:“1 systems

N ,ﬁ
*Global c1tlzensh1p '
- ;How‘the civilfcourts‘operate' '_ EEE . ; y N o ‘w
‘;,' .'%How ahe‘criminel'system works;e" - - o - f
QHoW’Vérious services of government are administered - h | R

" . )
. .(9. ;v' N . o »

. ;._; ‘~;14;
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’ . _
-1‘- \ . »- IR ) S ' L, ; R <y ’ . o ‘- v . s,
The f0110w1ng concepts are suggested for 1ncorporat10n 1nto ‘the development coar
: of content ‘themes:~ = O ‘ R s : '
o Major Political Science Concepts
Political system . N Jaw » Ty
Legitimagry . .. - T.Institutions oy
.’ Decision{ Making: ' | "+t . o+ Interdependence o -
: SR LTS N C1t12ensh1p S ) .
~Rules : - | State Government-  Bill of Rights o
. ‘Authori y .~ . _Local Government ~ = =~ Active Citizenship -
«~  Democratic Group .- -National Gévernment 7 . International Organlzat1ons
i) . Citize _ " |~ Politics . L ' Democratic -Tradition = R
. Resp_n51gility_ -, Democracy . . ' - .. Political Parties . . . :
: ' _ Republic. >~ .. .. +Pressure Groups . . ",
- - Institutions, ~ ~ . Public Welfare . . =~ -0 7 .- "¢
-~ " Constitution'. - - . - Laws and Customs T e
R ‘Systems of Law - ! - Decision Mak1ng NG o
RS Order s . .. Division of Aythority - = 7
L ‘Interdependence : " Separation' of '‘Powers , . =~ ' T
5 w,: Culture : .+, 7 .Balance of Powers - :
' L ~ Allocation of Power -
R L A e Allocatron of Resources . :
v SR A ' ' " Reecall ;| . - . L
oy """ Referendum o :
" e _» Initiative
& : . , o Prlmary Electlon ?
Cie - , ““Election v SRR .
et : . . R el Vi . - " N . ‘Authorlty IR ' , R - s 4
' .. . Global Interdependence :
: - "™ .  Political Systems . :
. . o1t - OIS ;
: \ o e .
v, 'b . 3 ? :\ \
tﬁ'\' 'B' 3
A v, N : .
Y N v -
e )
w ' \ ' *
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Co0a b o n-() ‘o ; :

'fEncourage StU%?g;S by\prov1d1ng opportun1t1es and 1nfluence to

=" e R

o 7 . , )
: . ‘ .o
: g P . .
VI, ID AS AND RESOURCES o : '// L L
RS . ' / 'ﬂ . ‘,'! o
7 - o~ . : s s - R )
A Ideas for Classroom/Communlty Learnlng Act1v1t1es .
- L 'Arrange for resource people encourag1ng C1t1zensh1p actlon.
o v - y - :
o a. ‘;League of Women Voters . T T L S
. “b. . Government Officials .~ . .- . SN .

g c. Opponents campa1gn1ng Y o . L e
d. Lawyers, S : B i T &
e.--'Prec1nct captain ~° ather n~ =y ©  “ar

- £ .A.UJ wd (e . FRITIES) ) S t‘a‘CC J
; .', e L . . ; _"_” . » - i - :)‘
5 2,"_Observe‘the,following~in‘actionr‘ e, : S
- TR A »j A FR N oot s v ’
R a., ' vVillage-Board ', 7w . 7o o lopes ot R

. Pown Board - ¥l T e T e L ;ﬁ;

. City Coumicdl - = . oo e v -
;. o€ounty Board - . " N . ¢ P
.« . .School" Baord ‘i o : l,- A
.~ .Special purpose governments jAmi}.' T e
State Leglslaturé . L eE N T
. Courts “‘ ' '_".: / . ;' A - - '-’ ) T e

]-contact representat1ves at all- levels on 1ssues through 2
a 1nterv1ews S e f
b letters Co é i
c telephone o *
.d. = .role playing NG -
e debates ""f-' - ’ ) v RN R N . '."\\
f : panel d1scu551ons .“; . . L@ »

.'Encourage pol1t1cal actlon in elections’ by pr0V1d1ng opportun1t1es

tO. - ) . . @" . Y‘

Py i s L. c €
. visit polls and have. election baord roles expla: “ed :
‘debate issues and candidates
partic 1pate in all%élections .
, know the use’ of a paper ballot and Ve 1ng macql~’
¢
Encourage constant pol1t1cal 1nvolvement respon51b--_v by DrOV1,_1g

0pportun1t1es to: . oo s
: . - ,\gm

a, See and argue two sides of a given icsue throL“" participaz-on

of deaates and ‘panel d1scu551ons

. . . . . e
b . v : } : o <
. (S %
. . L 4 ; .
.

al

.16
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b - ‘Relate students' experience with the p011t1cdl world—-llnk I
e learnlng activ;t1es and ‘students dec151on-making exper1ence L

QR . \ -
. 1?1 : e " ) v ) ‘l‘.' v . ‘s
< (1) family S e
- (2) playground - o | ,
“(3) 'school cafeteria-: - ; N
7 .(4) classroom® o N .
e Jue b ef o o uoulsiont tnlough part1c1pat1on in a .
- courtroom tr1al s1mulat1on. . T S

cfdg,f Exdose students fo laws relevant td thpm.vf
".i'e.ifiHelp,students develop the1r own crit1cal c1t1zensh1p sk111 l1st.,'“ N x'?’}
o e 4 . ! S '
B 5 Féllow a current issue faC1ng your local government in. the N
" dailyrpapers dnd/or radio and telev151on programs.. Note how S
opinions regard1ng issues differ--write a story of the problem
. rtell1ng how it" should be settled o , _
\ '~ e . «
f\' ’
f—erte an,ed1tor1al expresslng 0p1n1ons on lobbylng for an.,
"1ssue. . L¥

SRR - | o
_ h e
.__"& ' - ‘

L
A

h. . V1s1t your county bu1ld1ng,,V111age, city ‘or townshlp hall
s vae ‘examples of how one would use the lservices of some of -
-"these officers. . - S Y

- 4 : - 7

S e - e . .' o
. ‘Examlne da1ly newspapers. 'Find items tﬂat 1llustrate the exercise - e
"o cof eivil rights. | Bring cl1pp1ngs to class that 1llu<trate the

“*”act1ons of courts. ' , \ o ,

e \
. Preparz a pet1t1on ask1ng for some’ 1mpgrovement in your school

y . orTo #¢y. Have the class act as Board of Education, V1llage L
.+ -or Town Board, or C1ty Council d1scuss1ng the pros and cons of.
i ‘the. pet1t10n. S T \“ )
_’kiﬂ ‘Have the class hold a. mock V1llswe, school, township, or'county l .
- ’board meet1ng B 3 o ‘ co,

1. DraW~or secure a map of your.county showing cities, villages,
" rivers, main highways, railroad: . parks, and other important
- features. Mark the county seat vith a star. Place the names
“or surrounding counties in ‘the ~Toper Iocatlon Ind1cate the .
'locat1on of your school and hom .

S o .

%mmr?':Study‘local history. . . | - , SN
" n..' Make a 1i-i of th. local, count . s-ute, and federa. officers

o .and discuss roleq

o. Interview a newl natura11zed c::1:3n about the process and/or

, .atzénd,a‘natural zatlon ceremony . _ : / : _

i ‘c . . - . - ) * . . ' . .' o N ‘ to . . X .
2 » o =17 5; o s




P

- q.

S

Cu.

: .0 : o ’ N . . :

-

A

Exam1ne an issue wh1cg is not read11y def1ned geographlcaLly
.,and determlne how the var1ous levels of government respond to

- 1tm , - - _,. .
‘ o ) . . .. . . . . .
1ist - L%LWhICh the United Nations or any of the special*
" ect you d11ect1y ' : -

’

- i 4l agency a d prepare a br1ef report to dlsplay how it -

helps businéss or industry. 'Examples:

Patent Office, Bureau

of Public Roads, N tional Bureau of Standards; Weather Bureau,

Atom1c Energy Comm s1on.v ﬁ,\J/

a

'—state federal

Study and work with budgets' school V111age, townshlp county~>

Analyze government off1c1als and the1r accountablllty

.,

Invest1gafg speC1a1 services ava11ab1e 1naan area for example,»,

mental health soC1a1 securlty.

P

o
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Resources €T A

. V. {gram ARpllcable 7:9 ' e S =
‘ ?,'It's 1 to You Political Science: Instructlonal ‘ ’ -
Telexxslon Series; Educational Communications Board ;- : v

' 732 North Midvale Boulevard - St
Madison wiscon51n_ 53705 : ‘ e

-

N

, ,III ESEA World Understandlngs Progect . R S s
. “Cooperative Educational Service Agency (CESA) #13 S :
908 W. Main Street, Waupun, Wisconsin 53963 . . o o , g
. In cooperation with WHA-TV, Madison, W1scon51n .and the o
Wlscons1n Department of Pub11c Instructlon ' 3 ' S

'Socmal Educat1on Off1c1a1 Journal of the Nat10na1 Council. for the Soctal‘...
Studies, Volume 40, No. 6, October, -1976, "Teachlng C1t12ensh1p Skills
in a Pre51dent1a1 Electlon Year.' nto o ,

, ,
"How to Study P011t1cah Parelc1pat10n," NCSS How to Do It Ser1es, NCSS
1201 - 16th Street N.W. Wash1ngton, D.C. 20036

Newspaper and Magaz1nes for Junior H1gh and H1gh School

: New Ygrk Times. . : : A
", U.S. News and World Report ' 3"

. ' The Congressional Quarterly Weekly Report

Time and Newsweek: " R

- .gké?f%e—Wall Street Journal . " . A
' ‘Washington Post o L

Ch1cago Tr1bune

L Y R
. You and the Law Un1t——for 9th Graders Sponsored by the State Bar = . . §
v_Assoc1at1ons (Lawyers lees) L e S J R B

1

-

Local Pol1t1ca1 Party Organ1zat1ons

;Booxs T

.‘,. .

Our Country's Freedom, Cavanah Franc

- Thls 11brary book tells the struggle for freedom in our country from
" the days of the first settlers to the present Rand McNally &
Company | . ‘

Your Rugged Constitution;. F1nd1ay, Bruce and- F1nda1y, Esther, Stanford
.Un1vers1ty Press. : o >

- The Story of the Mayflower Compact R1chards, Norman, CK;FdFEﬁ*s Press, L
»Ch1cago Grades 4- 9. s - o

'
" How to Run for School Office, G11fond Henry, Hawthorne Books, Inc -
New York 7 12 Grades - ,""“\ .

e s 7
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N k s . . . . s
Democracy and Its Co_pet1tors, Bohlman, Edna McCaull Charles'E,'Merrill,
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