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s | UNDERSTANDING THE MEDIA | Ly

By Ron Curtis
\ . N Director of Education,
4 Southwest Iowa Learning -
Resources .Center
Red Oak, "Towa . g

MEDIAﬁSTUDY:. A BA§IC (SURVIVAL) SKILL

’%he néed to Study and-understand the effects of the mass
media came with the technology that made mass communication pos~
sible. Recognition of that need is not just a current phenomenon
Fifty years ago ‘Herbert Hodvor saw thc possibility ‘of a lost
‘botential in‘radio when he warned: "It is utterly inconceivable

that we, should allow so great a posslb111ty for serv1ce to be

. S N ﬁ
“drowA;d in advertlslng chifter." o .
l A
4 Mohon Vagy, a noted Hungarlan artist, prophesied in 1932 o

”thut the illiterates of the “future will be ignorant of the use
/ i
/of gamcra and' pen aliKe

g As’ early as Novembe , 1935, W. W. ‘Charters, Director of <the

,/‘ " Bureau of Educational Research 4t Ohio State‘University, said:

/" "The high school™can carry out no program of activity more valu-

/ éblc to studegts tﬁan that 9( dezeloping a discriminatory and
Ag/ selective attitude toward the fadio, the motion picture and the
press."
(/T\)Authors and critics such as JothSilberman, Alvin Toffler and
) .

- Nicholas Johnson, continue to remind us of the need to understand [}

and to talk back to the media. Toffler, in partlcular, stresseb the .

necd to study the media as- a way of “Learning for Tomorrow."

;
s
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"A rtew ‘approach to ‘the role of mass media in educatlon
will be made. Educative, behayior- 1nf1uenc1ﬂg experi--
-ences,which children of twelve or under acquire through A
mass media have tended to be receptive and, passive. ! To
live effectively, children need a future-focused care-
fully guided implanted image of the power, subtlety,|
and limitations of radio, the press, and. TV. 'Parti-
L cularly TV.  Youngsters need to understand (Walter Cron-
kite's tag line to the contrary that-what- they see and
hear on TV often isn't 'The way it is'! , - X
g . "Meticulously cultivated awareness of the blas inherent )
. in mass media n?eds to become a part of teachlng of and Co
for the future. Boys and. girl's need to understand’
that the same Sensory input does not lead tg an ‘identir
cal or common interpretation of this' input by the cen-
trdl nervous system of .any two listener-viewersg. . Our
subrculture membership, our past experiences, determlne

what we sce and hear. Also, they need at a* garly’ age. ,/. Y
to recognize that TV in particular -contains|many 'visual
editorials': not 'pure' news but the camerg teams' and

the editors' ideas of what will enhance theﬂr reputations,
capture viewgrs' attcntxon, and promote the personal«ﬂ , bl
value-beliefs of the network policy-makers..| .
.
-
§ A"The three R's are not 1gnored in the context envisioned;
they are learned under different_groun? rule%,'in more
A

varied ways and ‘at more varied times." Lt il

Analyzing and crltlcxzxng the media does notﬁmean!that all -

g is wrong wzth what comes to us via mass communication.| Knowing it Y

also includes being able to see the beauty and wo th lh a medlum

.

when it's there. | i
b ™ .

) i | .
Eric Sevareid the telcv151on sage, recentlyihad some thimgs

_ to say about hié medium that 111ustratn how mythsldevelop about

the medla and how they affect us. 5 g

/ I
.h
. 1Ch11dren also are exposed to massive doses of car%age on TV. . An
o A American Academy of Pediatrics speaker says, "By a e 14, a child -

‘o" /'

has seen 18,000 human beings killed on tclev1s1on CF.-”This
’ . World of Englx%h " English Journal (Novembcr 1972), .1248.
c2ToffTer, ‘Alvin, Learning for Fomorrow (Random House, New York ; ';f

1974), p. 190, - '

3Sevareld ‘Eric, The Washlngton Post, 1976.

s . . i . . 3 4 . Ko . .:,,1_
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JJ Myth: TV destroys conversation.

Fact = "It has stimulated billions of convers;tions that other-
wise¢ would mot have occurred.™ _
Myth: lt?éldestroying\the habit of readifg.

.Fact - "Book sales in this country since the -advent of tele-
vision have increased beyond the'increage in population.'™ Tele-
vision i§ responsible for many millions-of these sa ;s.

. -

Myth: /TV is debasing the use of the English laﬁguage.
Fact” - “Untll radip and then TV, tens of millions of people

living ih §hurocroppcr'cuhiﬁs, in small ,villages on the plains

and in the,mountains, in ihb great city slums, had never heard

good English diction in their lives. If gnything this medium has

improved thc>general level oT)dictidﬁ."' -

. Sevareid summarizes the source of'many of theée and other

media myths: ,”[ntollcctyals of the type I am objecting to have

always hated anything'that the ggnérality of péople‘like.

they must, to preserve their distinctivcness,ltheir eliteness.

n

Even though there have been a number of organized attempts

lll

to promote the ''teaching of media competency'"® as a national
B

priority, the isoﬁated successes have been far from breathtaking.

‘
‘. .The strength of tHe movement thus far remains with the individ-
- % .
- ~ual schools and highly committed administrators ‘and teachers who,
by themselves, have:constructed programs, fought to keep them

dntgct and are still hanging-on through. a stormy fperiod of debate

1Media Competency; °A basic skill which has to do withs the ability
to both recognize the impact upon the individual of the content,
and the form.of communication ‘media and to learn to use ‘these in
agrder 'to respond with feeling,,individuality,.and constructive
concern.to basic problems and issues in society, : .

5
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oveér what is impdrtant (basic). in curriculum and what. is not
. : 7’

(frivolous). ' P
When that exciting combination of dedication, sense of rele-
vance, and enthusiasm is discozprcd, the results need to be exposed

to others who share the-inclination or need the kinship. i .
- :

‘1TEM
y' Roberto ‘Clemente High Schoeol
' 1147 North Western Avenue
Chicago, I[1linois 60622

Contact: Principal ‘Maude Carson _
) Instructor John West ¢ i v
Q‘ : ; Yoo Y

Over 170 students per school year, with very diversified

bxtkgrounds, abilities, and interests are able to select areas
of individual study which jinclude mggia writing - directing,
. M ™
‘ acting, and crew work. Opportunities are afforded students to. ¢

# . create video, film, and radio programming.

Students produce a weekly radio Series, a bilingual science
videotape series, produce feature length.sound and color film

for all school assémbly prcSentatidn, and%cooperatively produce,
-

|
|
}

\\ Graduating students thus far have beén employed by:

-house video tapes for school use.

. WITW/TV channel 11 (10 hifed) s
; WOPA (one hired) A N
WGN-TV channel 9 (two hired) :

pY

\
Media production activities for the Clemente students have

included a 9% minute. sound and color film based on scripting
.created by Clemente students. .The film was shot on location in

- .
Mexico' and Chicago. . ;

Roberto Clemente High School will also be involved in co-

{

production of a program to be aired as part of a series for WTTW,

6




" .the naftional deemunt it %hould be.

a PBS channel in Chigcago, ‘and ‘will be contlnuxng the1r weekly

raéxo prbgra&mlng over WBEZ/FM in Chicago. -Radio programs have
‘ 1nc1uded the 'Steel Band', music department jin concert, an or1g1na1

stu§ent produced radio. dramd, and an internview with Prxncxpal Maude

€

Carson '
\rhe problem 1n maintaining quallty mass media’ studles of the
kind |found at.Roberto. Clemente¢ High School and in extendlng its

influence throughout. the educational establishment can be focused
in four basic’areas. They are:, A
Befinition of medta study and a clarification of its
ob)ectxvex sd as to provide a basis for evaluation and
ﬁcchrgh :

& Zﬂ Development of materials that are accessible, of high
quality, and effective and organizable as a systematic
approach within a sct of aggeptdble ob)ect1ves.
Development of pre and in servxce training of educators
01 new and on-going _programs.

4. Priarity attention to publlc and- polltlcal ‘recognition .
of the need for mass media study.and ‘a campaign program to
"merchandise and sell" that need to’ the publlc and» (above

all) to thc educatlbnal estab11shmcnt

A}l of these ‘problems must be mct_ylth the‘éevelopﬁent of

nutionﬁl leadership before the media study movement can become

+
v

¢

Vothlng xhort of thlb will. allow Yeachers dnd thcxr students

to ge at the business qf undcrstahd;ng the medla, a Basic Survi-

val Skill in Today's: Soulcgy

-

WHAT - 1S. THIS THING CALLED 'MEDIA STUDY'? ' i

Tnterestingly enough, "the term "media" -emerged “from the

world of marketing, and AJVcrtlQing. In:that context it has

been used to designate vehicles of comﬁcrg;:\vcommunicntion

7
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.

that can be classified, radked and compared on a common basis
" in terms of total, audlencc and advertxsln; cost eff1c1ency,

: thh‘only secondary concern for thexr unlque commun1cat1ve

propertles.l . : ) Y,

"Media" as a. term in educat1on poses some problems because
it means-dlfferent thlngs to different people. Some of‘those
“thlngs" include aud1o/v1su41 and instructional technology,
books newspapers, television, filmstrips, slldes, photographyl
‘graphics, body language, comxcs, breakfast food contalners,‘blll-
boards, etc.,-etc,” When.the word "mass" precedes the term, it
usually means somgthing more precisc, such as televisiop, radio,

film and the press. . There is no absolute way of determining when

"mass' can be used in describing a‘medium except that it refers

generally to large gggfps involved i a one-way communication

.

_process. -, ¥ .
There are some. very prggcise definitions that help pin the’
term to the academic wall, One such definition *is:

The exploration of the.creation, the aesthetics, and the
psychological, social, and environmental impact of the
art forms of photography, 'cinematography, videography,
radio, r@\prdings, and tapes within the broad framework
of general .education in the humanities.. .I would call
media studies the 'new humanities™ to distinguish -them
from the “old humanities" --- literature, drama,. the fine
arts, ¢tc. -- from which they often borrow and with which
thﬁy cgntinually 1nteract, mutually influencing each
other.” - '

' 3 ' -

> J
lYu, Fredrick.T.C., Mass Communication Research: Major Issues

and ‘Future Directions (Prauqcr Publxsherb, Rew Yor edited by
W. Phillip Davison, p. 145.

2Gerald O'Grady, "The Preparation of Teachers of Media," Journal
of Aesthetic Education, Vol. 3, No. 3 (1%69), pp. 116-7. -

3
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- A more-esoteric defiﬁition might be: a probe intd the struc- -
ture of models - the study of‘thc'env}ronment of experiences.
Since-the prabing of.éxperiqncc‘is expcriencé, media sfudy is
beautifhlly redundant. It's an interface.

Definitions such as.this fit into a Neil Postman type

phi&osophy which says: "fntellfgcnce will be defined in a new way

and a student's ability to ¢reate an idea wi be at least-as
important as his ability to classify and remember the ideas of’

L4
others. ‘Education will become a making rather than a matching

or memorizing process." ’
¢

A simple but useful.definition is:. the making of film,

photographs, radio, television, and sound and the study of their

\
|
Present day mass media .study can also include print forms

form and content.

such as newspapers and magazines, but the electronic.media tend

to receive the greater emphasis. \

But the best way to define media study ‘for oneself is+to see
it happening.’ -

ITEM

Catalina High School
3645 East Pimd®Street
Tugson, Arizona 85716

Contact: . Principal D, K. Henrickson
Instructor - Dr. Leo Hartke

i
.Media stgdy in a summer school setting. Thirty students
representing all 18vels of high school enrolled and entitled to
acquire a quarter, a semester, or -a year's u;ademic credit,
The -prograim is operated nro&nd a series of individual, paired

b

or-small group “lab-like activities directed toward exploring the

v WOTld of media. ‘ 9 '
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\

i 5 : :
.3' + An account of a typical dhy may best indicate the opération

of the program, ~On enter1ng the Llassroom, the students check

the blackboard for any. spec1al instructions, e. g£., & movie
orientatlon to new activities, announcements, etc, if.none, they
then stctéipurses; books, and o;her:materialé on’ shelves in the
back of Fﬂh h&om and éEt their manila folders frcé»the instruc-
tor's,desk?. These folders include instructions for activities,
gtudcnt paper work,, éud a Student Daily Activity Sﬁcep. This

SDA sheet indicates what the-students intended'fosdo that day.

It is fillcd;in at the end of the previous dﬁy'ﬁwzlass and

placed on the instructor's desk at the beginning of the period

the next duy; This sheet not only helps the instructor keep

abreast of the activities, but also serves as'an attendance check.
; Aftcr.submjttxn& the SDA sheet, ‘the students then fill in

the Class Dally Activity Sheet. Tie CDA 'sheét serves as a bulle- S

.

" _
tin to all studcnts on what equipment and other materzfls are
\ R / 5 e

being used  thatiday, by wBom, and where. It also serles as a
, A ‘
reservation sheet. g '

At the end af the period, the students indicate on the CDA

sheet what they had accomplished that day, give. themselveds a

-grade,  f1ll .in the intended activities for the next day, and

place it in: the folder. At the end of a week, the students write
a weekly evaluation, make comments, and grade their. work. . The

instructor collects the folders each day, evaluates and'grades

\

them, and writes any necessary comments. These folders serve as

-

. ‘ s A
an excellent supplementary mcans of observance and communication.

The number and kind of activities going on during a - typical

day are as various as the number and kind of students in. the

10 PR




' L _
clasénoom: paper and pencil tﬁftpook woiﬁj/;ibrary‘worﬁ,‘work I
) with equipment, pvéparing projects, prg@ﬁcing audioiand visyg; |
messages, tests, presentation of ﬁroductionﬁ, éva;uations, etc. = .
.Tﬁe,instructor‘iS»sgldom at fest: interpreting instruétions
b e - for one student, gettiﬁg"material for another, testing sbmeone,
making sug@estioﬁs for,a project; canseliqﬁ anoﬁher,.evaluating‘
“a production, provid}ng encouragement,. mninta}ning order watch-'
ing the timé, etc. '
ITEM
Western High School
35th § R Streets N.W.
yashington, D.C. 20007

Contact:® Principal Mrs. Antoinette Corprew
Instructor Mdrgaret Stevenson

- Primarily in gocial sfudies classes, phe class worked on a
propagénda unit using the following materials from a course called
Media Now: T}uth‘und the Dragon, What Will You Be?, Propaganda
Devices, The Box, Listé&ning and Seeing Emotionally. This unit was
followed by one on hardware and produﬁlibn so that stJdents could
produce'thcir own non-print prdpaganda statements. .

Another group of classes also worked with a hardware ‘and pro-

%g;fionvunit using modifications of the materials from these sec-
tions in the Media Now course. This uni; was related to their work
with the Harlem Renaissance; their. end product was a non-print
‘presentation about one .facet 6f the Harlem Renaissance. Various
English, Speeéh, and'krt History teachgrs were involved in the ¥

unit productions.




CITEM ,v |

:Eugi'Leyden High Schoal - |
3400 Rose Street .
Franklin Park, Illinois 60131

Contact: Principal*Dr. George E. Shaffer
) Instructor Jane: Gaines I r

o ot
Four programs are included in a compréhensive elective approach

to media study at East Leyden High School.

The ‘courses arc among 'nearly fifty devclopéd‘by‘the teachers
which-are voted on each, ycar by students. Thc:vofing determines

which courscs‘will be offered at Leyden as elegtives. 'The four

media offerings listed below have never had problems with enroll-

" ment. ' LA ‘ .
| Early Film Comcdy - a’short ¢ourse in film h{story which fol-
lows the development from silent to sound p}ctures. kApproaches ;2
writing are introduced with thcifilm treatment, scenario, and film
sbfipt with and without dialogue. Taking (hci;»inspkration_from the

\

Marx Brothers who really did create the famous stateroom scene from

Night at the Opera from picces of dialogue pﬁ paper tacked arbitrar-\,
ily to Lhc,;ciliug, students work out'thcir own.scripts on the walls
" of their rooms at, home, ‘ | \
JFilm Study - nine weeks of animation includes 4 comparison of
thC»chhracfers of Mickfy_Mouso And Bugs Rﬁnny andvthe evolution
" from cartdon to- computer animation. ,Students write, plan, and shoot
“their own animated cut-out film. . The second nine weeks is a switch
to realism'thfough the documentary film. - One project requires stu-
dents to ‘document an aspect 6F contemporary life on tape -- video

or- cassette or film. Their relatives, friends, bosses, and co-

“ L] .

workers come into the classroom-live.

%




Film Production - from conception through blanning conférences,
rough treatments, story boards, scripting, directing, setting up,
shooting, film processing, editing and titling, demands are made to 7

’ .
"+« develop multiple skills. The final product--a completéd film--is
. .- ) \ ‘ ’ ¢
"ideal feedback and reinforcement.
Film and Literature - a.concentrated study of the film and

.
literature of the Thirties. Resources include fiction such as The

" Grapes of Wrath, the John Ford film of the book, and Studs Terkel's

Hard Iié&i interviews on tuape. Words and images are comﬁared. The
goal of the course is a multi-media slide-tape presentatién of.
students' arrangement of thevvisual and aural documentatifon Af the
times drawn from their reading; viewing, and listening.

_ITEM - ' .
: b : ’ -

. John Hanson Middle School

" VWaldorf, Maryggnd 20601

Contact: Principal J. Ronald Black
Instructor Mary Elleén Hoy

In the fall semester students sSku he history of filﬁ and
the iﬁpact of~the film medium on thei%'daily lives. The students
" complete a iearning activity packet on film which includes every-
~1hing from creating a visual dictionary to storyboarding some scenes
from American.craffiii. An conjunction with this unit matérials on
persistenée of vision, genre,, seeing emotionally, storyboa;ding, and‘
editing are Jscd. In the spring, stu&entg,maie'their own fﬁlms
‘using a learning activity packet on fi}m production. The study of
' film culminates with the Maryland State Film Festival and the "
échool's own John Hanson Agfdcmy Awards evening when student films

.

are screened for parents and certificates are awarded.

13 *




WHAT MAKES A GOOD MEDIA- TEACHER ‘ . . ,
. The most xmﬂgrtant factog of 1nfruence in any media itudy
approachuls the instructor. fhe course, no matter what ts scope
or lxmxtatxoni, lxves or dies in direct proportion to thz teach-
er's wxllxngness to go ghat extra mile. f.
‘ Obv;ously, a top notch medla teacher must possess ;11 the
.attr1bures of any good learning fac111tato;.- Media education’ ;
-g&aceS‘a greater than §vérage burden of responsibility on teach-
ers because of the technoiOgical skills and kgoule&ge needed
JjQSs media teachers are 1ﬁwoived 1n the most dynamic and complex
course in t currxculum Media education enables the skillful
tqacher toodhoss artificial lines of background and ‘training and o
‘ bring young peoole and educators together. Media is’a tesche:
and in the hands of a trained leader-can cut across curriqu}um
lxnes send the students into the community and help brepare them
for a future that is dxffxgult to ant1c1pate let alone be prepared
for. The fol;owing role attributes are useful in evaluatlog teach-
ers already jnvol&ed in media study or in iéent{}fihg‘pocential
candidates. e .

A

1. Sympathy and understanding. Outstanding among teach-

ers’ qualities praised by screen education students is

the abidity to understand and to sympathize with the

students, .Of almost equal importance; however, is an abil-
ity also to srecognize and understand tfe goals and routines
of the educ!txonal establishment, espdcially where these - .
may seem to be in conflict with students' desires and :
sinterests. Teachers .need to be able to cope with ‘admin-
istrative diffrculties, inside and outéide the classroom,

2. Sense of ReleVancé. A broad sense jof the process and
relevance of media education: an ability to select and
emphasize, from the wealth of information and experience
which comes from any given media communication or expres-
sion, those aspects which most relate to the line of ’
inquiry or that set of ‘principles whﬂch, clarified, would

- : 14
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enable the students to make their own sense of the media
experience, of whatever kind. .
3. Self-Awareness and Personal Security. It is' important
that media practitioners be mature in the broadest pos-
sible way. An essential aspect of self-awareness on. thé

- part of a teacher, for example, concerns his/her motiva-
“tions foward teaching as a profession. No one should be
unaware of the deep .reasons why he or she is, in- fact, .
f(attracted to this particular task in life, regardless of
subject area. .

4. Accedptance of Responsibility. Responsibility is an
issue which should be decply considered in connection
with the oft-heard claim that "media turns kids on."
They may do-so initially, but it is the teacher's accept- ™ .
ance of his adult responsibility whi%h will make sthe
turning-on permanent and constructive. There is a time
when students, quite justifiably, look to teachers for
authority (to be authoritative, of course, does not mean
being authoritarian) rather than chumminess, for kpow-
ledge rather than stimulus, for learning rather than
"fun''., To miss the challenge of such momgnts ¢ ts
disaster, not easily regained. A ' <

5. Flexibility of Approach and Attitude. The need for .
flexibility 1s not of course confined to the teacher of
media, but is more likaely to be demanded of him than in
some traditional areas. : .

6.~ Knowledge and Skills. There is an overwhelming.range,
of information about the media and the allied entertain-
ment, information and advertising industries, their his-
tory, techniques, social effects, major personalities .
and orgahizations, which should inform the ideal course  *
of media education. -'In our present state, unfortunately,
only a modicum of this knowledge is possessed by the aver-
age teachers, and #t is often his or her, sense of inadequate
knowledge in.these areas which contributes to feelings *

of insecurity. v ‘

v

)

7. Enthusiasm., It has long been a prime tenet of media
education that teachers who undertake it should have,
not merely a respect for the media and their potentis+
alities, but a positive ability to enjoy good examples -
of contemporary films and television, and to communi-

cate that enjoyment. .

8. Ability to Plan and to Organize. A most important

attribute of every good tcacher Is, of course, the abil-
ity to undertake the most efficient organization of his,
and her students'Vtime, energies, and resources. The
changing role of the teacher in mediaeducation demands

15
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“that he develop|'thig ability to the highest degree,.and
he needs a very wide¢ variety of internal reference,
resource, and experience upon which to draw. Despite
the astonishing|technical advances which, have taken
place to.make film, {television, and other media.directly
accessible and manipulable, it remains ttue that, com-
pared:with the print|medium which has been tKeé staple.,
of education for| centuries, we fre still at what might
be called "an immediate post-Gutenberg stage" in terms.
of modern media,ithaz is,: a relatively primitivé one.
No.amount' of hopeful prophecy can gainsay the fact
.~ shat, in thé average school for quite 'some time to
+_ “come, -the novelty and unwieldiness of the -modern media
will constitute a/ negative factor.. Unless teachers,.
at the-earliest ppssible ‘stage in their training, are.
. given experience 'jn practical planning and organiza-
"tion of the tools|and artifacts of the media,. it ‘may
be over-optimisti¢ - to expect & smooth integration of .
media:edugation into the known ‘and traditional school
< patterns. | - . ' o

|
The. following recémmepdatioﬁs and observations should serve
as guidelines for the éelec;ion’of media teachers. In additio

ta the above, most good ‘media te'a’c};ersﬁr

% PR : ‘
7 . a, mechanically inclined a” £ . V
N ; O . ) ) .
b. 'energeti"{" R : 4 : \ A 2,
c. on-the-spot dqci&ibnamakefs e VP S

\ \ \
. \ \

& .. 4 J‘ \
d. _curlous e ‘
e. cCreators and doer$
. i - .

'f; self-motivated

g.- willing to assume the Tole of ihnovatof and iconociast 3

.

TraditidnallcnrriCUIUmlpfeaéftn_datb that se¢m to produceé -’

the'beéfhmedia teiéhefs‘aref.' )  F e \
\:~-fdramétic apts" ‘ ‘
A ---journaiism ot
;--léﬁguage arts | B 'l;' . EY S L .

.

: lﬁ,nescriptivé Report, North Reading Scréen EdﬁcafionVPrbject;f7
a Project Fundeq pyjthe,U.S, 0§§§ce‘of Education 1967-69." .
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Suggested areas of study for‘medddyfeacher prepération po
4 / . N

include: £
. -social psychology o ) ' .
-music - art, - drama : ';? ' o
-semantics . {

~audio visual productlom

x ;4 -education vhllosophy f¢

! L &
/ T g
! . (

.~data organization and prc§entatlon

o Spcc1f1c areas of’ studf for médla teacher preparat1on i s

.t

are: 4

4 ' -educational
-~

A"

‘administration

1

=1
o

i

i3

LR

-media producfion "~ all forms., 3 ‘ .V.I
“ gl s=history of media . fo .
\ o '-mcdxa aesthetics and CrltluFbm ' :
-curriculum ‘planning and materlals development

5 : -journdlism - g “ Tt g
. media evaluat;on, 1ntcrpretatlon, genre, and presentatlon“f

-‘.;

~
< -
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o an organlzed Medxa/study program heﬁps students o better copeffﬁlz‘

: »THE STATE OF THE ART - WHAT-RESEARCH TELLS /US

o~

THE RESEARCHER SIMPLY CANNOT GO ON WITH HIQ TIMEWORN MEASURES

|
i

4yt

.-

To evaluate a "seminal 1nnovat10n" in. education, John Gooig g
v i 5
lad warns: "The researcher 51mp1y cannot go on with his stable

‘research--his conventional ctlteria, his timeworn measures- - \ . L

and expect to contribute to the advancement 6f educational 7
practice and science. By doing so he endangers both. ' What he

must do is come to grips with the conventional underpinnings of \.

N - : * . ) O 7

" the innovation, fof if it is txuly radfcal, it will have objec-

'ftlves tHe conventlonal i strumen&s of evaluatxon simply are not

, =8 5ot 47 3
d651gned to measure. wl AL | ) o L4 0

Goodlad s warh1ng‘feems tb be borne out when it comqs to ;

-
1
-

k_evaluatlon and rcsearcﬂ activities in media study ’ _ . ek
bos 3 ; p i .
/" There is little shhstan:yée research data on the effect;ve’

fness of medla >tudy.oﬁ studqntS‘ In fact, Nlth a couple of ‘excep-

¥ oot I
~ft10ns, no- strong resea?ch dc<1gns have been 1nc1uded in medxa
"7' ,

: study pro;ects at any level across zhe country. -l
)

'R :
NOt a pap T 1n/the Exeld-ds prcsented not a canference on:

‘ medla is. énded that does not bgg fof more research on the effects“

)

”of the mass med1a cﬁ our c1tizenry fespec1a11y the youth) But ”ihf

'-‘};very few as yet hpve asked for re%earch on how, whether or whyf* f; RE
: * TR

'.\

.«fw1th the effects qf ‘the mass medla. In fact too few of those 'f’?%

§ : ‘o o kg ¥ : .
U TR fi »,l* [ } . - NS e e D) 1, 3 o
i b y “ . v P bt e e oy Yo B, [ O 1wt
oG il By e .o - m, RN 4o G Vel

:,

"71John Coodlad adthor of Thought Innpvat1on and Research 1n the\

_Advancement gﬁ Educat1on. iy Ty SN
‘;ZExéeptlons 1nc1uden"Educat10nal Innovatxon and Evaluatlon" by .i..oh
- Dr. Andres Steinmetz- in Philadelphia and, "Media Now' at’ the g e Y s BW O
’ 4550uthwest¢lowa Learn1ng Resources Centcr Red Oak Iowa. - R I I

Yo - e 't v an o By
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ffﬁ o ],f concerned w1th "What the Media Is Doxng to Us?"'ever consider
e =y educatlng the audxence. Everyone seems to-want t&’control or
change.the'source (some have -learned it is a most formidable,

‘task) rather than educate the consumer.

AN EXCEPTION TO' THE RULE I L T

43 One notable exceptlon to . thls rule was a recent conference,

A

t Televxs:on and Chxidren Pr10r1t1es for Research held at’ Reston, o

| )' v L . L -
V1rg1nxa, November S 7, 1975 1/ Bes1des establlshxng research RN

/prﬂor1t1es, the Conference reported seve?al common concerns.

S L \
'

’ % (Amcang them were: - .| .' L -L.X-A e '

e

',fff/, .-:4‘ -PrOtecthg young persons from unintended harm from v1ew1ng

.
i

s teleV131on violence and.telev151on advert151ng

i;),~;1: o “; ~Insur1ng that young persons’ der;ve the greatest Possible f-ﬁ/ f:”

£ - kO Ao 1
UL T_:{ heneflts from: televxs1on.' E ’ “‘ f“‘ ) .
‘ ’ -Improv1ng the dissemlnation and evaluat1on of scxentlflc i'f”';ﬁb
e L e f@hdlng e e y "““ .; U e T AT e e
X S T R O L T e » w RS e g B
G iy l~-IDCreasing the quarity and the 1mpact of reseerch on tele- p .
. A, g N !‘ "‘ s » ] B , i W T »‘ *‘
' e 'gg vr510n and the young 4-;’,' :p“;r‘f_fj ﬂﬁjfi}rr ¥ qfi ,;'?:’
ﬂ“ifﬁff Bun especially signxfxcant was the report of one. workshop i

il group w:fh1n the Conference that asngned a h1gh priorlty to
’*{;::;k } research*that would help develop and impleqent a puhlxc School vf
: .;} :?;prdgram to teach chlldren and adolescents about the mass medxa.,i ;va¢<§f
;*ifriy'*;iThe group dec;ded "that Iiteracy of young persons in, regard to. t L
s 'ﬁﬁer'the mass oedia 15 the proper congern for educat19n&1 1nstitutxons "
AN 'f:'lTeleV1sion and Child%en'9r1or1t1es for Research COnference Qeld ;P

. .« . at Reston, ‘V1rgxn;a, Nov. 5-7,71975, sponsored by the-Ford Founda- =~

., - tion,'the John and Mary R.. Markle Foundatfbn ~and- the National AT

‘8c1enoe,$bundatloﬁ. I FU ST e

o, ’ . v . : . "
£, . . . . . 5 < i -
e % oEe e : ity = & 1‘9 . . - a6 Mg e d ol ¥ . :
- g A : ¥y e g e W e 55 s ™ L @t e R . .
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analogous to their concern.about language literacy.'" Théy also
concluded that "there was a major role for reeearch in developing

and introducing mass media insfruction intg the curgiculum, .in

"training‘teachers to teach it well, and in.evaluating its “effec-

tiveness." . r
Ron Sutton, assistant professor.in the Department lof Com-

'!

munication at The American University in Nashingfqm, Q;C. and

©.past president of the National Association of Media Educators,

receﬁtly‘called for a high priority in the deVelopment;of a
research process to detérmine the effect of mass medla study on

the adoles;cnt Sutton has couplcd hxs request fer researqh

'wrth stated objectxves that he deems v1ta1 1n gathering va11d

research dat1 1 ; v .' e ie : T R T

John Debes, Coordxnator for. VlSUﬂl Learn1ng at the Eastman.

Kodak~Company, long aff111ated w1th the: vlsual 11teracy movement

' and founder of the only presently actlve nat10n31 group of media

oy rolated practrtloners that are closely allled w1th the med1a

'r:study cbncept has Set hlgh prlorltles for medla study and V1sua1 :

lxteraey research from the beg1nn1ng of hlS involvement

The only research presenﬂly ava11ab1e that reports on the;_e

'effects of mass media traxnlﬁg 1n secondary schools was done 1n1‘e,f

\.. -

Iowa w1th the Medxa Now course:of study 1n the mass medla. _The = -

v?

‘fv]maJor object1ves Snd research results are as follows._ff

¢ .
D . r;,_ -
S

1Youth Med1a and Bducatxon, a report prepared for the Nat1onal)'

‘Panel on’ ngﬁ citoo Is ana KdOIescent Bducatlon; not in- publzca-" . ot

tlon' * i . - f - o g & " "vn \ ¢




T

hsnm NOW - MAJOR OBJECTIVES , N
"}:«f’,f "';', IQ 0Obj ect1ve' Students part1C1pat1ng in Media ‘Now will
R “© ", Improve.their knowledge of mass. media terminology and = .
: technluns more (statistical significance of ,05) than ..
will a group of c0mparlson students not pg;t1C1petin’.'
en the program. : - '

IL. Oblectave' Students partlcipatlng in Medxa Now‘h1ll .
emonstrate increased production abilities more than - N

. will a group of comparlson students not part1C1pat1ng :
in ‘the program. . - : . ,

.

AL S R 8 & £ Objective: Students participating in Media ‘Now. w111

TeSL e e Rt 1L - BecTease, Istatlstlcal significance of ,05) their sus-

N L T . ‘ceptibility to persuasion of the mass medla more than. . vl
e will a group df comparxson students not part1c1pating WooE o,

njf g"i”‘,7‘n‘f [y An, the ppogram. / ’ §
b " IV.\ Objective:. Students partic\patlng in Med1a Now will - "'« ..
.- %) Incredse (. 0

S significance “level). their’ positive atti-
‘tudes “toward media more than will a group-of compar1-~

- " ¢ soh students not part1c1pnting 1n the program.-- :
K g 3’u.81x hundred twenty ‘three ‘tasks are de51gned into the’uedla
oo Ui Now  course, and are organlzed into-a pérformance hxerachy R -
A .= of four. levels. . They are,in descending order,. course ;o . a,‘ﬁ*]
L i lhn'object1ves, module objectives, LAP objectives, and student y
.. rinvolvements. (or’ activities).. Student’ involvements aye - B, o fe o b
‘,: .. .. presented in the student gu1de (SLAG),.the LAPs, and N ERTON R
S Dt Yesource- manual [SLAB) o e AR VI
‘3»Hf?}.*g'~§elﬂiEVIDENCE OF EFFECTIVENE;S o O RSN LS AR ST
VAN 0bject1ve 1; Medla Now Ach1evement w \ :l,knr L Lo ",' L
,, : Av‘;.".:ej‘ gt "% v ) i '
'_%“:'?a PRI T No dlfferences between exper1menta1 and~c0ntrol groups
R L during pretest. .- !
rade e TSl 1 No'change fof the control group between pretest and o e
lgposttest.. s 'g Ty N

i Exper1menta1 group made vety sxgniflcant gains between
~pretest and posttest. LY .
.+ -Media Now courseé, contr1buted to . sxgn1f1cant gains in 'Q’-" L
achievement confirmlng flrst objectlve. # 3 i g g S g

'”'Objectlve 2: Media Production [13;__inﬁ;“f;;f; fff#"",fhfﬁ ;‘f T
' g Pt " Total productions “was highly sign1f1cant. : é 'l;“fif-”;i
o -Significant ‘difference between groups was: observ iyt ghe Fa e Ty
't o Media Now students'produced more acceptable non- prlntry K
J ; %Jmedia than a. COmparlson group of control students.nlx‘-
SR L2t
# ;'. wd 1 -_L.. & ’ ‘.] . A




LI
Suscept1bpl1ty to Persuasxon

'*_I:'f"' ;-objéctivé 3:

ol vl There was a sign1f1cant §h1ft in the qual1ty scores for the
T S ‘.~ posttest experimental group from brief descriptionsto
Liowto . interpreting the stimulus. Media Now course enabted experr”a/
g A T " ‘mental subjects to interpret pcrsua51ve messages with higher
fquallty descrxptlons than B comparison of contfrol students.

-,Object1ve 4: t,Att1tudes Toward Media -

»ngnxflcant att1tude changes were obserVed over. the total
‘scores for the posttest, expérimental versus control com-

Vi e 0 parisons,’ and the experlment' group, prétést and posttest
s4o. - 0o comparisons. Inspection of the means indicates that atti~
R LRI 411 toward: media increased (p051t1vely) for the experi- "

s mental group, thereby support1ng the founth ob;ectlve. '

 .“A11 test 1nstruments for the research have been va11dated

U g ~EDUCATIONAL SIGNIFICANCF " -
& o The research ‘shows that the Media Now course of study pro~ NP A
)  vides students the knowledge and skills required for informed o e
ey _ medla consumpt1on and, sk111ed medla productlon. < ;- B
rﬁ~m  y;?' . ~'The research also 1nd1catqs that an 1ndividualized approach 5 e
“op it tolearning.dsian effective ‘method of present1ng course . .~ o
(I E ey, ;mdterxal in the study of mass-media.l , - DI
HEFLIE :
) T S y ‘ B __J y .:“’ RN
e — She S

;35*'1For a full report on Medxa Now Researdh contact Dr. W11113m Majure,

ok

o770 Director of Research Southwest Iowa. Learning Resources Center, Red _g;:,
L. .. Oak,-Towa 5156& R L U S A RN IR
sy BETEGNh T R ..‘:;;:*!T"j WER w ) o
, s BT ’,.5 P Coarwe ) e - by B . .1:“, .
5 . 1 1 g e L ’l % » :“ "
: b e e ' "
[ e ;e %
. : z A ’ , § e o
vl ) o : . J‘ ; . :




’7, medla study program. ‘The length of the programs vary from the 51x

Even though the research-efforts for the-Media'Now program

_apply specifically to Media Now efforts, the findings are signi-

ficaot for media study in general in-the following ways:
-Media education can produce effects in cognitive, affec-
tive, an? psychomotor behaviors. .
s
-AcQuired knbwledge, pioduction perfOrmanéo, attitudes toward
'modia, and reactions-to media Eéﬂ Qg‘meosured. o
-MN résults cap-serve as an informal compayison‘for other

apﬁ}ohchcs/gystems being studied, and studies can be struc-. '«

£ tufed to formalize that comparison, -

There are numerous approaches to med1a study throughout
the country - These approaches vary from un1ts on advertlslng,

and television v1olence to film study and analyz1ng the news -,

paper.’ .-Some schools dlrect most of thelr ac

"8 mm f11ms or video tapes.. -Somé 1nc1ude audlo tape'p ductxon

‘in thexr wo%k A large number of schools 1nvolved A '
11m1t their approach to the view1ng and“analyzing of f11ms. ‘There

are a few schools that operate a highly organlzed and‘inclusive o

week unlt to, full semester and even full year progtams. Some

¢ schools offer a number of medxa production "courses“ that can be'jz‘ B

chosen as elect;ves‘

" Seldom will one flnd a gghool with a program that 1nc1udes
a basic med1a sfudy course which 13 required hnd eIect1ve courses

that can be pursued by those wantlng to spec1alize 1n thls field "

for poss1ble vocatlonal opportunlties.

el
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B Whatever the dpproach, no recent report seems to be available
on. the totaﬁ/number of media study offerings throughout the country
“nor does any report examxne the depth of the study :when it does exist,

Where the courses do exlst, unllmlted opportun1t1es are made avail-

i

able to students who want to express themselves in alternate modes

of communlcatlon as well as the time tested writing, speaking, and

traditional art related activities. =

Surrattsv111e Senxor HLgh School
Plscataway Road : y
Clinton, Maryland 20735 s

fContact: Prlncxpal Donald M. Buck
' Instructor Margaret Harris

" Media Now i;La_partvgf semesterized mass media courses at
Surrattsville Senior High School.f It is used to ‘help in individ-
| ualizing segments of the course and ailowing Studernts to pursue
R thelr interests in deptm This approach has expanded the survey.
fcourse “into a popular and hlghly motivated part of the currlculumt
~ITEM A, G ‘ '
" Mount Ayr ngh School l din -

204 North’Lincoln -
Mount Ayr, Iowa 50854

:-p,Co act, Pr1nc1pal Harold Summers
}1 ) Iostructor ‘Bill HohlfeId

ﬁ?'From 1nd1v1dual frames reproduced on paper ‘they: look lxke,.ﬁf;"V”
*f,:Jbored high-school- boys in some SOrt of. exerc1se : Wxth proper
Fattention giv:n on the sereen to the fundamentals of f11m1c L
-:[;rhetoric, the maglc takes over.' They glve us ' a’ short lncxdent wrth.‘
‘ tff{a sharp blte@ on the subJect of battlefleld hatred It was* a half-;i
‘f},semester proJect by a team of Junlor and Senxors, their £1rst and

3

..5flast work together.', -




‘ But their inétrﬁctor, Mr. Bill Hohlfeld feels his -students
' are given baslg.survxval skills in copxng with powerful advertls;ng
claims and. exaggerated political prom1ses tha{ will continue to '
confront his students after leaving . hxs mass media class in a_small
town in'southwest lowa. o R /' “'; > - 4
Pr05rams ‘such as theso need, to be given natlo;al attentxon
.and linked with a nctwork of schools doing similar work throughout
'Vﬁthc country One such network was cstabllshcd under~a lele T
A ;
5-grant awarded by the U.-S. Office of Educatlon on.June 26, .1975.
‘The SOUthWLht Towa Learﬁln; Resources Center in Red Oak, ITowa, has
e }qstabl}shed a natxonal network of. fifty dcmonstratxon,sohools which
.”aré prcsehtf? offcring'afmcdia'cburSe as a part of their school's
curriculum. These schools are acting as dcmbnstratfon éites‘for
potenfinl adoptcr§ throughout'the country, . ¥

‘Organization and'Geographic Locations

Four. reglons were selected to fac111tate the eg;abllshment of,
‘the Fifty media study demonstratlon sites. : '

The four regxons are East: Coast, Far West Mlddle West and
'Wesi'Central; -Each'qf'these areas is represented_byfa reg;qnal co- - ’{;

oqdinatot.;_>

- ./ L ’ "

e i by Ly v RE ;
:,'lﬁast Coast Sara . § Ron Sutton = Charles: th &y-
< “ 4808 Westway Drive Concord’ Academy

Bethesda, Maryland 20616 Concord, Mgss.-01742

2

S Far West Coast’ .~ -~ < ''7  West Central o ,
P ' Dr. Raymond C.. Manlon ... 'Patsy Barrett ‘
+' '+ 5521 Kenwood ‘Avenue . #6501 North Camlno Lzbby
e Buena Park, Cal. 90620 S, Tucson. Arizona 85718
o M;dwest , N PR IR Sy T
R L John C.‘Ittelson GLT R e et S g , e B
Ae b “Northwestern University: LT o VT ST W Ll
T lorle 2003 SheridanRead. .. .o T T L g T L

“~'Room 1-180" S W TS T
Evanston, Ill, 60201 R T A T '




: Soar - " s 4
e e Regional Coordimators '~ “~¢ o, AT 17
ﬁac dlf-; i, | Reglonal coordlnators ‘have a background An-a medxa related
R ;field except1onal ~organizational ablllty, teacher tralning capa-
vb111ty, and a Strong background in medla study development and :ii\ i
ij_y;jé} research act1v1t1es. Eagh coordlnator is responélble for mastet ﬁ?
; ﬁ'f.teacher selectxon ‘at their demonstrat:on srmes. Thgy also COOle--; .
3;?f;{ ‘o hate: acth1tles withln their reglon. The coﬁrd1nation incbudes '_" il
i;f:@heifliactuél medla training act1v1t1es and 11aison betweeqﬁpchools, bl, ; &
'?f | ﬁ~State Fae1lltator groups'and potentlel adopters. All*ooordlnators &
:ﬁjt- f?i 'are respon31b1e ‘ta the ‘Media- stsemznation Pro;ect D1rector at _;

‘&

*,”centval headquarters 1n Red Oak Iowa.~

; “‘:j}) Master Teachers " ;“ I.f, ' _‘hf '5 -; ;f, ? ‘ !

- ti;i::fi ‘ All med1a demonstratxon sites are staffed w1th tralned and

o ' 'qual1f1ed medla teachers. They have been carefully selected,and B Af
"meany are’ veteran med1a study teachers. . "ufj% l»&t»',f' w453

'ﬂ; Each master teacher has adopted a program called med;a to

'fi 1f1t thelr school's ph1losophy, the1r 1nd1vidual st?le, and %hexr

7.students' needs. At the same tlme because of 1ts competency

. i S e

abased desxgn, the medza c0 rsb integr1tyc1s:xnherent in each
‘approach‘»‘ S AT »d o '” : : 5,;
;;f All schools involved 1n the nat10nal D1ssem1nat10n Prog%am
J —have agreed to the folloﬁing. '«{iﬁ,?;ij‘ E ~'{a'5fg;‘ .1, *"'#

LA z"' 2 = “Cot

= 1 ',4:.:», - _'.
, ) To releasa thexr media teachers two working days for the R
'.".:"‘ T S . . oA . B
tralning semxnars. .”';-r'f,' ;,/*w ?;-;j, g:f,f:gf,,f

L
¥

Io*prov1de necessary fac11ttles and equipment as requlred i‘fu;}};?

by the course of.study._-vs ﬂf,x;,;.»vf'x;jgi‘ ,';;:};_-5> AP

To accommodate the" 1ndiv1dualxzed apﬁroach as requ1red by ;¥

N AR L P ey .

! . . . the COUJ'SG Of Btudy" L . e I E S FE T e .': T




d) To accept and receive visitations from patential adopters. :

‘Potential for Media Dissemination Network

Even though it's too early io evaluate fhlly the sucéess of
‘i’ the network, early ihdications suggest that this approach meets .
. the ;eeds’of both potential adopters and,ficilitators responsible
for promoting educational change in their respective areas. . .
Thgre has_been close liaison between the networ? and state X :
facilitators in each region, o -
The potential for research is inherent in the netyork.' The .-
media denonatration schools and each new adopter school represent )
“"”"'V”?X}?Li"}xiialf ethnic and soéYaINEE6;§H§E‘kéiﬁidig'lﬁaﬂ§i$r5;h‘*T“""“””“”

-
e b

range of ;chool sizes and philosophy, Sis , “»

The media family of.adopters’and demonstrators répresents'a '
ready Pade population for more valid research concerning the myriad
: of quessions regarding the mass media and our culture,

In addition, the systematic nasure of the yedin approach, itg
mcasurable objectives and common base lend a more stable and nanag%-
able vehicle to facilitate all phases of evaluation and research.

To further. facilitate disseminatipn and adoption, a4 Coordina-
tor of Media Study Training now works® in the hetwork._ The Coo;din;-'

tor has three major responsibilities:

C 1. the planning-coordinating-and conducting of awareness
seminars. : ~*
2. the planning-coordinating-and conducting of training ' .
. " sessions. ' : ) K
. 3. the coordinating and follow-up training and trouble shoot- '’
: ing of adopters.’ ‘. | ‘ a ‘




CONCLUSIOQN v
s Mass media study in the schools (the making of film, photo-

e

graphs, radio, television and sbund, and the study of their form

" and content) is at a critical stage, - '
) The need is established.
All ﬁigh school graduates, whether they become laéyers, d?c-
‘tors, morticians, teachers or farmers, should learn about the
strengths and the flaws of mass ¢ommunications. They need to learn’
) ,.what it can do for them, and what it can do to ‘them. '

The courses offered to publlc school students should not only

T T show theém“how o’ make ‘media” f‘oﬁns‘ but-atso ‘be concerned Wil how-e ! - e
’ the. structure of these forms cfeate the reality -and the unreallty v
- of our-society. : f . ’ o N R R R
. The need for a national éducational priority is not established. ‘
Not all edpcators recogqﬁze the basic need for media study
activities. The need for natlonal leadergﬂxp is critical. Once
1eadersh1p 1s developed, media study must be defxned and its
objective clarxfled and onlJ then can much, needed media study
research flourish.
Hiéh huality and cost effective materials’ that offer an
organized and systematig approach must be developed.

Such materials should be paft of a devélopment of pre-éervice

e ‘
Y

and in-service training fér teachers. .
All of this can be mhde part of a campaign program to "mer-

chandise and sell" the media study need to the public at large.




High school principals throughout the United States are in
a ke} position to enlis} the largest medium. (education) to -help
us "understand the media', . s .

Teachers and students are ready to master this. important

survival skill.

4
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