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Al

The First Australlan Conference on Japanesge Lanquage

Teachlng was hclg at Monash University from March 2¢ o

28 1916 It providtd the first opportunity for QOers
x:‘i. of thewqrow1ng proiesslon to meet, exchange~1nformutlon,

and dlscugg'questlons of common interest. The C¢Onterence, |

attended by ‘Mo-re tnan 100 teachers of Japanesc from 511 |

Australlan states, adopted the suggestion to work towards.

the establlshment of an Australia-wide assoc1atlOn of

teachers Of the language.

v . .

. s \ .
. Apart from the Australian participants, a number of

overseas obserivers were present, and we are especlally
grateful to Professor F Koide, Professor E.H. dOrden, and
. the Consul-General of Japan in Melbourne, Mr. W. Mlyakawa'
for their most,actlve involvement in the cOnference
programme."Professor,K01de s participation ‘would not have
‘been possib%e'without‘the support of the Japan FOundationQ

L

A .
T . This*volume tontains papers presented at the COnference

v .'.the manuscripts ofﬂwhich were available. In addition we
-7«{. 1nc1uded the texts of the "matriculation” syllabuses for -
- each state. _Such documents are in a constant pProCesg of
~ change and it will ,soon’'be necessary to bring this-

.collectlon up to date. The publication of this VOlume
has k1nd1y been supported by. the Asian Studies COOrdlnatlon

: Commlttee. .

. A .
s s ' o ’
- . i s
. 1 - ) . . ’ ’

22/12/1976 - _ ~ J.v. Neustupn{
AR ' H.M. Rowe




FIRST AUSTRALIAN SEMINAR ON JAPANESE LANGUAGE TEACHING .

held at MONASH UNTVERSITY, " 26-28 Mavch, 1976

PROGRAMME

“riday, 26 March 1976
7.30 Onening session
Professor W.A.G, Scott, Vice-Chancellor, Monash
University ' 4
Mr. W. Mivakawa, consul=General for Javan in
Melbourne : L

Professor J.V. Nou“tunnv "Current TLCndb,iQ-

' Japanese lLanquage Tedchlnq in *Australia"

i’

Saturdav, 27 March 1976
9.30 Pumlko Koide
"Javanese Lanauage TOdChlnq in Japan - Speciat
Lecture”
E.H. Jorden
"Japanese Lanquaqe Teachlnq in the U.S.A. -

special -LecCture" - ‘ A

2.00 Problems in L'G‘C:ondarv Currlcula for Japanebe -
; Sympos ium
- Sneakers : N ¢ _

' Bonning, J. Ackrovd (Queensland)

McLachlan, G, .Sargent (New South wWales)

Wilson, W. Eggington (Victoria)

Nishida, H. oOuackenbush (South Australla)

Cole (Tasmania)

Welch (Asian Studies Coordlnatlnq Committee)

."Biggs (Australian-Japan Business Cooperatian

Committee)

v
.

MR 0T W

7.30 ‘Discussion’

Sunday, 28 March 1976 o . .
2 10.00 Showing of films and videotapes




_ SOME CURRENT ''RENDS IN TAPANESE LANGUAGE TEACHING
. . e . IN AUSTRALIA , ‘ .
= i S : i
J.V. Neustupng i C
' . ” .

- THE AUSTRALTAN Rl‘tICQRD

Aé perhaps not many realize, Austtalia has the diatinc—
gion of being tha country with‘thé ﬁiqh@gt percentage of
pqpulatioh'engaqed in tﬁe‘é%udy“of the Japan?sc l@ngdage‘as
a fdreign languéde in the world. . © |

" ‘ ~
This surp;ising}fagg'cénvincingly emerges from-statisgic; '

<

-compiled by.the Japén Founéation (Bﬁnkacﬁo £9f5h Pp.422-423),
v In 1974 the countgy with the highést'absolqté numbers of
stﬁdents-of Japanese was»the‘d.S;A. (ZI,VSGZ{; followed by
N Southlkoréa (12; 324) Bﬁd.Aﬁstralia'jG,,joli. Calculéted per
10,000 head of population the'ordgr is ekgctlylrevefsed:
[Australia with 4.86 per 10,009 occupies fﬂe;fiﬁ%t'giace,
foliowed by South NPrea‘(J,ﬁS) and the U‘S.A;-(iLOZ). .If we

use statiStics}cqmpiléd”by-the'Agstralia‘Japan‘Busineés Co~

E ’
) .

operation Committee, which indicate'the number of students .

of Japanese in Australia as 7,009, our éonJlugion is that

more than one person in every two thousand in Australia stud-

v

ied Japanese in 1974. The accuracy of any statistical data
of this type can of course be questioned and discussed, but .(/,

no métter how one looks at these figures the Australian lead

’

is undeniable. _ : .

‘




»

.

o

The comparison botween the U5 .A. and Australia may be
oupecially, sigedticant.  The U.S. AL 18 a gountry with vory "~
. ) ) .

Lronq hlwtnllcdl and. economic relations with Japan. There

s
4

1S a cnnaldurublu number of Americans of Japanese origin,
1Y
-

capecially in‘ﬂuwnii and Calitornia, and this fact alone

should help to improve the Amer1cnn.statistics Beéideq
.this, the most’ active rolatlonshxp between Japan and the
uls.n. in the recent history of the two countries has led

to considerable investments in Japanese studies in America

during her years of plenty The Australian figures,’ on the

‘other hand, do not have the support of any special circum-.

ve

stances that mlght counter the tWO negative factors which
Australia and the,U.S.A. share #, the ant1 Japanese feellngs

resultlng ‘from WOrld War II ;and the radical decrease in

o+

student enrolments in all lanqnage subjects.

It we have arrived where we ‘are, obviously this is be-
" A

‘cause some hard work has been done. Credit for this work

should be granted to all those who participate in this pro-
cess, and because many forget about them, I would like to

say in the first instance that it should go to the teachers
However}credlt for the plannln] of this spectacular growth

¥

belongs undoubtedly to four partlcular agents. And. 1t would

be. 1nterest1ng to learn from people who dlrectly partldipated

3

in the process just how this came about.

T ox

R _ . 3 .
' 9 | o - L
S~y vt . . . i
. R
. . . '

»



(1) One o the tour agentn tu the Aduatreal fan Hnfperadrion
ey s e whiiteh an the past readily sponsored the imtio-
Juction of Japane3e in oa pumber of Australian universitios,

N . A . . .
At present Gritfith, Queensland, Newcasitle, Sydney, ANU,

Mi*1bourne, Monash, Tasmania, Adelailde and Wedsitern Austtralia

have all introduced degree courses in Japanese, and tive of

1

these universities are teaching full tour.year honours se-.
quences in the lanquage. The role of the universitics has

not been limited to their own internal development. Thoy

+ L]
LT

also par‘ticipatud sometimes in a most active fashlon', in

the procoss of the Lntroductlon of Japanese at the sucondary

-
.

level, in the settlnq of standards, and the preparation of
teachers. N

(2} Another aqent which must be mentioned is the Federal
government, through;xts Advigsory Gommittee on the Tcacxh;.ng

of. Asian lLanguages and Cultureces (th'e so-dalrted Auchmuty
Committee), ‘on the basis of whlch the Co- ordlnatlnq Committee
.on As1an Studies was establlshed The Federal government,

tpgether w1th the governmentsof Japan, has also recently e

v -y e

"establlshed the Australia- Japan Foundatlon, whlch undoubtedly
4 . - ( R
will;play'an.important, hopefully positive role, in the

further development of the teachlng of, Japanese in Australia.

(3) The thlrd lmportant agenCy has been the" Australba Japan

Busimess to.op,erat-von tomm,ttee., espec1ally some of its

'v‘.' ) ﬁ . : IU . | . ’ -



[y

membe i, And 1 odo not hewttate 1o ey clearly that much of
1t work, bhoth at the Secondary and tertrary level, han Deen

Contected tuv_\'m t*ti}n"(‘l.ivll\‘ with the matme ot My B0 Bigage.

A Finally wo Cannot omit Trom Our Tiat the Coiainess
s et o whielt through it Foredagn ot tice, the Mombusiho

) ‘
sceholarships,; dand more. recent ly through the Japan Foundation

has always strongly supported om work.

At o result ot all these torcen, we have the numbers, we

have our budget s, we: have l':‘.!.‘lhl tahed the \l\-\p\nu‘,:‘ic‘ ?l.mqu‘.'\q‘,,\

teachers -prnté':i::i'on in Adstralia, we have established stangd-=

Tards, and. we will o also hawee & new textbonk ot Japanese pro-

duced wi th' Federal assistanVe to provide a possible alternative
to some of the good textbooks used 1n our sccondary schools
. . . . o~ . ) . . .
at the moment. ' 7" : = '
A o a DL - " . ". '
While accepting these facts with thanks to all those who v
‘ : o { ., S S
these deyvelop-

¢ acted in the procesg, and acknowledging that’

- .

‘ments ‘mark an era, 1 also wish Lo $TYye that in'my opinion,
.. i k . v s - . . ..

that era. is very nearly at an end, and that

what we need.is
. 1 ’ .

to proceed to the next stage of development, to re-think the,

basic tonceptitn of the teaching of Japanese in-Australia,

»

and .open the way to the implementation of, a*‘completely new

pattern, a model, or as I 'shall,.call it, a*new paradigm. .
~ ’ . . .
) i e 3
- T
i o8 T . T ¥
. . N
- o © -8y, .
- '»!‘ . N
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DOMEC P PPPALLL or UG TRAD TINONAL FARAD LM

1. The rtuhlrm‘u! Nl e -
. A

. ..A - . ! v

. P T

In the l'(‘)'l.l,.'lh’lh-] temar K Iowirsh to drnMras tht e ol ot he

. X, )
l‘. - \ - - T

Danine probilemn o o present Lt tuat on the problem o

namber s, the paroblem af tundtng, amd the wrm]u.\’nnve‘-}.-t ton ol

h ) \a .
Abe readhing ot Tapanese an Auntralta., Frrsh, can we be osat-
tefted with the Statistaies ©|oment joned at the bmnmnn., ol omy
. . w.)
[
s
rl[)"'"'t‘h.’ .
\‘ '.'

Thee ynternataional ntat ot 1o nuthth:xt.ﬂndl\n.“‘ any anternal
‘AuﬁtrﬁllJn Atatisties ammediately reveal, that -eveén in 1975

Japanese remained ‘the Cidderalla pf toreign Iqnquage teaching,
compared with the s0 widely discussed and publicly cendemned.

traditional schodl languaqgos. Although the number of students

Vo,

. who sat for the HSC examination in French in Victoria fell to .

Toa
"

. only 7% of the totdl number ot HSC candidates in 1974, Japan-
) : o ' @

A 4 LN

{ege scored only «):3 of the total. In other wor&s} despite
ghé Japen_eso "boom" there were 24 times as mény.».§?;1didates
for French as er Japanese. No doubt, the gap between Japan-
ese and the 0Nld Languaqes will narrow in the‘future, bur the 4.,

. dream that'Japa“ese %iqht_ovgrtéke, or perhaps replace French;

» ! . e o' .
seems to be quite unrealiSéFc-et this moment.

PO , (

Obv1ously, Australlans do not accept the idea that Japanese

C should sxmply replace French with its present numbers and
v.' .
coN 12

ERIC
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methods.g Are they at fault, or are we at fault 1f we sug-iiﬂ‘
: o e SRR A e A L

(RS

that enrolment flgune§ are not 1mportant,' Japanese should

-

that even 1f these

vl

'.the1r knowledge of




.-never be able to }ead and 1n n1ne cases out of ten, they
,'w111 lose whatever competence they may have
v F« .

"1n ”the p‘e\iod of,

G

TN

':‘;‘exceptlonally, through employment 1n a p051tlon whlch

w

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



ERI!

L categor1es° Agaln, statlstlcs are unavallable,

i?the most optlmlstlc guess could not cla1m that

'c; Se .
T lv'v

.V'have ultlmately‘ mastered"'

’_vi

_allowed for, but must there be" so‘much? Is'Australla‘leadj;

reébn51der the tedQSLng as 1t is done at the 1ntroductory'";ﬁ

B lntermedlate, and advanced

jVIfw1sh to return to thls‘ff“

eiprgblemplatergl1fffP15“ 

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




"S

i..for any pro;ects wh:.ch cannot be f;.nanced througl'r one of the :
tradltlonal channels.', And thlS 1ncludes a largef number of.:

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



the only sourgé is agaln fg7

e

When a subsldy for the productlon of aﬁf

‘,J.

prlvate enterp 1se.

funds, and from Australlan runds.

: An lnterestlng questlon here 1s howﬂwm 1 theiﬁew Austra la- ‘

Japan Foundatlon operate Wall atkbe admlnlstered,purely'by

-~

Unfertunately, teachers of Japanese do not even_know
A _.ﬂ - LAY &£ ) - :
o tovwhom they should aadress such questlons. And by the tlme

f~\_

,.;they doysall of these questlons may have beéh de/z
. V_A J. r ) C ‘ ”

ThesEApblem oﬁ conceptlon i

- )1 _,\,, : ’




n Australla 1s the oroblem qb

}a the teachlng of Japanese‘

conceptlon, how we see the alms anﬂ methods of OUr work_i,ﬂ.

g

1,}}~j We have concentratedsexc1u31vely on tradltlonal prOgrammes-

.-

several_years of!hlgh schpol Japanese/followed by several
e m

o who accepted ddT prommses ofaparadlsé were few, and not aPWays

3.

those we would have chosen.‘ Theﬁpubllc, too, started asklng .‘”

what we were achlev1ng and what was the sense of 1t alld;

In a way we havgﬁbeen fortunate 1n haV1ng before us the

Vsoberlng lesson of the spectacular decllne of the tradltlonal

"school languages.; Erom thls_we have been able to learn that

'a' . : ),' !
by replac1ng French we 51mply would take 1ts problems on our

own shoulders, and prepare a S1m11ar fate for ourselves.h,j}""'”

T




g;ﬁ;fh; «05v1ously, a new paradlgm is” needed And let me say that_ {5
L . PR L ” - ' :;".

Japanese language teachlng,‘stlll relatlvely undeveloped Q;?qg}f]

o frée from the burden of long tradltlon and yet to be est—fﬁ"
"L; abllshed as a’ profess1on,‘1s 1n an excellent pos1tlon to ; B
e e L *qrff_ui g¥.'” 2
accept new developmentst:?f'iz,:ff; : v;ﬁéf,’&( . o -
B T SOME SUGGESTIONS
Dl i T PR e T AY : T N R
.What'then arefthe pr1nc1pal features of the new develop-f R

. menta¢ sﬁ&gevof the teathng of Japanese whlch 1n my oplnlon‘\f
- awalts us 1n the later part of the l970's\ ﬁ?j:?;ff [3 5'7*5ﬂ

_u.i. .

" yThe flrst

1ng

I belleve that at every stage of the teachlng process we
- 2 ]

| must respond to the needs of the student and to the needs of

w‘ .

1,..

: o
the communlty At évery stage teachlng must reflect the need
‘h. \ v . : RS .
- to communicate W1th Japan., This need n: my oplnlon, 1s not

. s : “n . €

Japanese must be to deveIOpjthls need for é‘knpwledge of theif;lff

i
Japanese langdhge, not only as a general and vague feellng

ﬂ

_fa detall approprlate

OE belng "a part of As1a" but alsof

to each stage of the learnlng process.,fIt 1s my assumptlon ;j
RO \."

that th1s need does eXEst,:and 1t 1s our duty to uncover 1t:

However I am v1gorously;opposed to the festlval— ostumes—ﬁin’

A .

food approach to the motlvablon of the teachlng of languages




.'|

oAl

at the prlmary and' secondary level hlldren and Students fﬂf
) who dlSCUSu serious and compllcated problems in thelr soc1a1 g

7*‘ stud1es courses should not be fed exclus1ve1y wlth Japanese

.

festlvals,"customs, and falry tales. There must be other
facts about Japan that attract the1r attentlon. There are - E

: \
socral toplcs, there are technlcal toplcs, and there: are
;hf'_. lnternatlonal relatlons 1n general and relatlons wlth Japan

- . N

o in partlcular.b Furthermore, top1cs whlch dlrectly COncern
__ ;' N o R oo . \_ \ ‘ .
Japan are not the only ones whlch can and should be dls—

;

cussed ln Japanese. There are many problems wth'h are S

Japanese slmply because thev are dlscussed 1n Japan butp;,p e e

have a unlversal valldlty whlch makes them excepthnallyiﬁﬁrgn“

e S ey

o

sultable for dlscus510n anywhere. Thesefare the tDplcs:f‘f*\ﬁ“'

’if;f}f whlch ‘are. llkely to be ralsed when a;Japahese V;SltOD at-?J7fuﬁ?;flﬁ=
RN : 3 ,-,',_/ )
tends our class. And the methodi_f us1ng guest Speakers,

‘; < ’a‘

by the wéy,_ls one of tnw’ba51c-methods of the new approach i

At the tertlary level T belleve,_the teachlng Of Japan“"”fdfvfgif
ese must 1lﬂerate 1tself ffom the-"Japanese Studles" 'pogffthﬂﬂanF

\:proach.f nly an extreme nlnorlty of tert1ary students 1n

I

_'f {a modern soc1ety become academlcs., Yet, the dberall pattern RS
,&L . L

; 1mposed on. our undergraduate courses by un1ver51tY tradltlon ;
';% 1s Stlll largely an lntroductlon of the student tO ah ac«v.f_r,;/)zf{

- ultlmate a1m lS to conductaresearch on Japan. Certa1ﬁ1y

» D“
- SRR . LA . . )
. -~ : - . . . . . . L. . . . - ,v' ) -~ A

A‘*’ < .

/'Jademlc d1sc1p11ne, 1n the expectatlon that the StUdent s
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we must retain, and>I would say further emphas1ze,’the -
splrlt of enqulry 'But it need not necessarlly be an

'enqulry conf1ned w1thln the lrmf\s ofgan academlc d1sc1p-

11ne. g : : . : - _ Uy

If we want to make each {tudent feel the need to com-f :'.;

’ " ER,

R munlcate w1th Japan, we must be 1nterested in the general

e ' ' | \

' state of communlcatlon between Japan and Australxa in all '
its aspects°o cultural‘ pollthal and ebpnomlc. ‘In these
- f1elds there 1s st111 Very much to be des1red and I regret

that t1me does not allow me to Qollow th1s top1c 1n ?etall

e -

I W1Sh to empha51ze hOWever that thls is a top1c of prlmary

.

1mportance for Japanese 1anguage teachers and that we are . .
. : s :

1ntere$ted in- 1t profeSSLOnally, not 51mply as sympathetlc L

" observers. . ﬂ*' ;c-’ ;w_-l,;a»-j.,? r'u ;ﬁ*.,a.;;a-;i“_w ;v;;,f

' Once the need for the study of Japanese is 1ndent1f1ed

f.-‘v and developed _we are faced w1th the problem of what to do

Py . ;."-u'

-3ft”;_ next I shall mentlon Only a few po;nts.~h§f' ?",-‘f!pf 1',«?

Iﬁ we emphas12e the teachang of communlcatlve, not 51mply ' H;”

e

rammatlcal \COm etenCe thexflrs change we must conslder
g . P

1

.1s an empﬁas1s on meanzng and vocabulary The old paradlgm
f;ﬂ}'_~? of 1anguaqe teachlng fOr wh1ch language teachlng was an
abstract exerc1se d1d not develop the. teach1ng of vocab--

',.Af ulary at all ' Not 1nfrequently we meet 1ntroductory text~-7>

books w1th asLllttle as 700 800 words.f Obv1ously,‘no




Research Instltute in Tokyo at present is. worklng&on a

-51mllar llSt for the 1ntermed1ate stage of the teachmng

~meaningful communication can take place with a ypcabulary

- as, limited as this. Our VUSEB list of minimum vocabulary

~

for an 1ntroductory course in Japadese may prove to be..

\the start for a riew development The Natlonal Language s

2 N 4

\ K

Yoo N ,," _; ¢ '\-

-of Japanese to forelgn speakers, and we only hope that 1t

»

‘w1ll ‘be completed and maéé avallable soon.

N,
Secondly, the new paradlgm must wlden the range of aom-

‘munzcatzon domazns to whlch a; student 1s 1ntroduced 1n the

1ntroductory, xntermedlate and agvanced stages oﬁ teach1ng..~‘

4 -~

"I personally belleve that 1t 1s a mlstake to llmlt the

_irange of our ob3ect1Ves 1n an 1ntroductory course to the

\ . - .P "

- domaln of the everyday generai communlcatlon; Notlce that

'.'".the JusEB regulgtl%n

'hthhenstudent selects one spe01al f1el

j,e '.u i

-

fof the HSC exy 1nations requlre that

,U,.\
of hlS own 1nterest

'f'and acqulres extended competence 1n thls fleld f Let me

add that I can foresee a danger 1n concentratleg our = Qf ymf‘

"courses too much around,partlcular textbooks, thlS contra— ,

-"j‘dlcts the pr1nc1ple of 1ndlv1duallzed 1nstructlon whlch

”v%‘rules I hope thaﬁ'We are golng to develop the teachlng of

»

a dynamzc Zearnzng competence, 1ntroduc1ng the stuaents tof

- R zz e L Tl Sy o

BT -GN
g
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the methods of learningband independent acquisition,'and . :;;*

-» . - . . ‘ ..
‘providing them with sityations in which this competence
: e e

”can be applled f; L . ' L .

N . . .
. ) i -
IS \,-

Fourthlynilnstead of teachlng only the rules*of grammar,
we shquld €each the whole of4the Japanese commuw aéttve'
. mompetencea _not only the rules of‘grammar, but‘éléo'rules
f;kQNT .'whichvdecide what'is commun1cated,,to whom; ;n which sit--
uatlons, through whlch channels, etc. o

N

2. Development of the 1ntermed1ate and advanced stage
of Japanese language teachlng

oo T The second suggestlon I wish io make jis that we must
S p

‘escape from the present teachlnq sﬁructure thcH 1s a pyn— L
‘ ramld extremely heavy at the bottom. 'We must gldﬂ waysvto'ﬂﬁ;~o‘ﬂ;

- v P -
..;1mprove rad1cally~hhe ratio of students‘Vh continue thelr

g o LY L

';Japanese studles at the next stage.» At present,.at least

L ;‘ - = . g s .
ih V;eto )y “we do not seem to know what'makes '8 ondary ’
o N ") N '

;students!slt for the HSC examlnatlon w1thout contlnulng
'thelr studles at the - tertlary level The number of HSC

.‘students undertaklng at tertlary level the study of a lang—"'”

.

”tf'-uage begun at secondary level var1es con51derably accordlng

- 0 to the language concerned and the year of the HSC examlnatlon.
c N P ' .
. "For German,vfor 1nstance, the flgures have been tradqtlonally,

-

Vhlgh in V1ccor1a, between 30 and 40 per cent. We do not ;

. -
*

T /seem to enjoy the same hlgh ratlo 1n Japanese.' What are
sl TRy o K )

("\”
Y
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% S o
”““*fhe reasong and what could be done -in ordet to improve
i ¥ LooRer - .
", th s1&uatlon° o L : .1
L %»S.A-
' Development of new programmes T RS
.‘?A: As I sa;d before, the types of courses for wh;ch the

v
~ _.\‘,

“5_ti€radlt10nal paradlgm prov1des a framework are high school

%FurSEs and undergraduate majors. . Let us now survey at

., least some of the teachlng forms which either exist ifn a
» e h

‘nascent stateAOr whlch have already been proposed. This
. Y . .

'survey 1s based—on my de experlence. It will be of great
lnterest to obtaig iiformatlon on s1m11ar'pr03ects as they

) e

s

o~

have developed 1n other centres in Australla. v _An : _f;@.'

it A : & "‘,‘:.fw . o ’u'v )
Sy - Introductlow to Japanese communlcatlon

m

} A course that teacbes almost no Japanese but tells" the

\
.T "
8 x student how to communlcate ‘with 1nd1v1duals who are natlve
*.‘- T B .
. speakers of Japanese should be taught to everyone before he‘

. “approaches the language study It should be avallable for

those who.wish tostravel to Japan, _and an advanced form" pf

< .
R . vy Ty
s

th1s course, deallng with Japanese communlcatlon in the- ::l?'}

admlnlstratxbe and bus1ness domalns should beaavallable at
SR some unlvers;tres and colleges for those who are: actually

A engaged in such forms of communlcatlon with Japan.

I would llke to emphaslze that the development of such

.a cpurse is not-a task for ]ust any actlve and enthuslégtlc

AP

language teacher. _Th1s course must take a full~advantage¢of;ff

o Sl A
23 At T
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the ex15tence of the mOdern dlsc1p11ng of soc1ollngu1st—

153
o

ics, and must be worked out by a team of people, both in

v
- . . v - . f

Japan and in. Austtalla. .

>

- Spec1al purpoSe coursesq_ -t ';/r;¥. L 3

There is a heed for spec1a112ed sport ter% intensive
.- b . .
1ntroductory Aanguage courses whlch wohl& respond to the

meedlate communlcatlve ‘needs of 1nd1viduals and grdups

-

(buslnessmen, tourlsts, etc ). ' e
. v

I propoSe that the "1ntenS1ve courses" which from time

to ‘time we,run at Monash, or wﬁlch are organlzed b? other

tertiary institutions in Australla, are most often father :

it

) - \ e v
adaptations of our narmal introduEtory courses, that %they
ofﬁer much information that is irrelevant and contain a . -

huge gap where.!more speciaiized information should be of-
N . la

fered It seems to me that there is still much room for

3 . . . - P

. fjwjun%rovement here. o |-

- Blllngual schools A\

‘A state school which;teaches.some subjects, notAsimply'
the Japanese }anguage, in Qapanese<shou1d.be designated in
each_capital cityfi This school couid also oe suitable for
Japanese children who live”temporarily‘in AuStralia It is
Vonly through thls form of educatlon that people who afe close

to- perfect b111nguals can be produced ,-' ‘\\
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LR Act1v1zatlon courses in Japan Tt ’
»'t R .t

,v.,#.:?' ) e . "o N . .

S &onashrUnLyersity has been conducting six-month activ-

! . voa - 4 S . . - h ’

ES

" ization coufses at the Monash japanese Centre in’Tokyo,

wlr
a

v - avallable to all 4th year students, sihce 1970. - Durrng
. ¥
‘tHe past 7 years 31 stdﬁents Have taken part in these pro-

qrammes, which have proved to be not only extremely popular

o

‘—f-"- e
but_ also academlcally most successful. Other tertlary in-

»

stitutions which to my knowledge have conducted similar 5
programmes are.the‘Univeréity of Queensland, the Unlver51ty >

of Western Australla, and the Swlnburne Instltute of Tech- . .

, nology I feel guite stronglx éhat this opportunlty should
~(', "",', 5

be avallable to all studénts who reaéh a*certaln leyel of : ;
tompetence in Japanese. This level shduld-not in my d%-- .
inion, -Be less than a completed major;in Japanese. g

Public funds are still uhava;lable for this purpose and-
‘we struggle each year in order to collect sufficient support
from prlvate sources. The Japan Foundatlon has been very

3] o -

sen51t1ve to éhe needs of these programmes over the last : . -
three years. |
o An advaﬁcedAintensive course

.

' Since 1973 ‘Monash Unlverslty has been publicly campalgn-v.

4

ing for support for an advanced 1nten51ve course Wthh

\

would brlng the students within one year of study tq the

t ’,%'1
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”:‘[level of a unlver51ty major.; The campalgn has SO far”}uﬂyﬁ;*'f‘
L e ey
*“'been totally unsuccessful but I understand that our\Fro- Sl
. .

N ‘ F3 _;A;.',
_”stal has now been 1ncorporated 1nto the proqramme of the
,fnew Australla—Jaﬁan Foundatlon.‘13Q_f"“dﬁﬁf’;_La;fl‘ﬂ?fj*_

e %n lnten51ve course of thls type wquld lead to

G -

“Tuate work and/or further tralnlng-ln Japan.; It would be

‘‘‘‘‘ : ‘ v
de51gned for graduates w1th an exceptlonally hlgh degree of LT
<ﬂut down the tlme necessary for the\‘i

. "

. ' : : : ’ "L'T : ‘
cqu151t10n of the 1ntermed1ate level of llngulstlééépmpeté

S

A summer schoolxmn’Japahese studles

*

ERIC
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. 'fs\'_any 51ngle»un1ver51ty 1n AuStralla can offer, and should,
e . L »
| | v'm partlcular, serve the needs of Japanese 1an<§uage teachers.

PR

:'*rPfWe must expect tﬁat the numbers of students wohld neces—jfv-‘{aﬂf*ﬁ

"sarlly be small evenxlf the courses are counted as course-lfﬁﬂ;{
- ‘- ‘..'.‘-» Rt

,work towards Q1plomas and postgraduaté degrees.j I am sure

y T

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



ERI!

- ui"-conference.‘ hope that by the end of our sesslons we..r
' . . “ “ +, .

‘w111 be able to arrlve at«some cdnclu51ons“and recommend~ .

',

K3

Aathns that gay help to brlng Japanese language teachlng
" ] \,'- . w..r K :_ﬂ
‘Australla to a l«stage., X

[
.

n .

N

new hlStOrl

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



- N - - ) \.‘ » . . % B O I
G (x JAPANESE LANGUAGE TEACHING IN QUEENSLAND
R I -‘kB Bonnfng L ‘ v
‘.Jf: l‘ ‘ 1 . . N "1 i_';h . .u X 3 .“ ) - | \,_v : , " B : ! o -
';, - 1976 is; an 1mpo§tant year 1n the’h}gtory of Japanese "(gygfg_wuﬁ
R LN : - o 3, A L

language teachlng 1n Queenslandr This 1s the tenth year C %3~f‘““5

slnce Japanese was introduced 1nto.the high school ? o :;vf'.@l,hf:

,7‘ R ’ . ".ft\ -

~ s . .- -

currlculum, and although the growth has not been ;.}’gy_.*ﬁ‘ff;;‘fgﬁ

4,_. ‘, et R 'v__ - - PRI

f57‘i. sgectacular,wlt has shown a steady yearly 1hcrease. _

‘]f¥ ThlS, comblned wlth the fact that we have been around

for ten years, shows to ?thers that we~are not Just a ff:gﬂ;;V

Y, KL e o

pass1ng fad.;UWe were here yesterday, we are here today,”

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



"that 1t was ndt too dlfflcult or 1mp0531b1e to teach to\_'J'yuifwﬂy

&k . .

'ﬂAustrallan chlldren. o _;““{'1‘ Lo f .

o : ' LR

The number of schoolg:teachlng Japanese grew to seven+

P . .‘ |._“\’
Ty o e . ¢

~

.*when oné prlvate school 1ntroduced 1t inﬂépendently, later f;ff_fu

o e e A

fthe year. Unfortunately that school became o)ur'xflrs

: fcasualty,‘and no longer offers Japanese.r Of the orrglnal
. 1 i ‘L'\.V ,',~ 3 ] S . .
s1x schools,‘four Were to be found in BriSbane, and two 1n ; pmf‘gjﬂ
'_the country -_j,,;1,if\,,;yh;_f>‘,~,ti"L:-4J', fthfﬁ‘ff;,:ﬂbf:

e L o [ L -

Ten years later,éthere are twenty foﬁr«schoolg, e not

spectacular, you w111 agree, ? a growth rate of fewer than‘[ﬁ
e E

‘f‘two addrtlonal schools aﬁyear (we have had 2& cas ltJ,es)..;'f‘"*-‘-’-"--j

Of these twenty four schools,:eleven are State hlgh schoolsfg}h;

._'
K

ff”and thlrteen are prlvate schools., Or 1f we look at thls ‘
,
another way,aelghteen SChOOlS are located 1n the Brlsbane 5-:‘

and s1x ‘in’ the country.‘ In thlS context, the word

Townov1lle,.Rock—”

means the c1t1es of Toowoomba,

T

Vi

*. forelgn language l%arnlng 1n general.

As yet,.there a'egﬂo'fully_hgures aval_able fof*the'1975;ff
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Commlttee 1s currently undertaklng a surVey of these

2
?

numbers, but they are not. yet avallable._ HoweVer/ the,;g“

’ . >

followlng flgures obtalned from fourteen schools~at a‘;~h‘] SRS

»,e/7§ - .t,,».;s o S P
Grdde 8 o 945 LT et
., . S Grade 9 =~ 't 318 . - -

I ’ ,“'éraaevlo IR f?la"-' S po o ;‘fﬁj

S AP R Grade n 78 - . o k
i" -', ‘ /\ ) .'. Gra de 12 . :o»;’../,; iy o ‘:.- ’\,-. X ‘)‘,‘ct ty ) :'1 '

. o - _.‘.‘ ' ,.:r‘ ) ' . ‘ . \ )

. ‘ N . - * b4
X ‘ . ﬁu . . E . P ) 4 . ‘_'. . \\ .o ’»”."
i N e e
ﬁ»;u From these fourteen sqhools comes a’ popalﬁtxon of'~ AR ol

sllghtly over seventeen-hundred It must be polnfed fg'

~.-~ . i e

S %‘ out that the ten schools notAgepresented 1n\these flgures

v

are those whose populatlon lléS malnly i the Gradés 8 'nﬁéﬁu

Althoug? tH nnmb@r of scthlh~offer1ngaJapaneSe has §¥fjvff

jlncfeased fOurfold, Only eleven schools thls yeer WIil
- § - v

’:fhaVe students 1n'Gra?e 12 (matrlculatlonfcbassi

5

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



¢ I
PRI remained falrly constant. e, ‘Y .
- R . . . .‘.". -\ .-
’ . N W
oy Y. ', e - . s s HANY 1
- > , ' ) . . v c‘ , .
o, . . 1971 61 students .
¢ b . o i * < e )
. ‘ U \ e 1942 44 ", e e AL B
MR Yoop. Shme o OF M ' i . B 5 ¥ A PP ¢ B
' e #1973 54 " ‘ L
N - - ,‘l vy ,”
et e e T 1974%0 0 e n A :
- . A . ' 13
.\ " ‘ _'.(“\ .
| _ 1975 . 56 . o R v
Lt ; . * O < RN oA g A
ko DA v *~l976 o487 LM ’ v
' ,."‘ L N ) y T . P T
A Co v' ¢ .' ! * e ;"«u - 5T . 7 o ¥l v,,:'
:.'_:."‘.:‘-}' “/' ‘rl_ N B T O et BT ?‘ A ’ ) o . ; S . 3 5
B A e e
o Thls can,hardly be been to be enc aging, but the .

y ey "
S . seventy~elght students ant;cipated to domplete Gradé 12

'v~~.\ o 1

; *_}'1?~ 1n "1977 rebresent a dramatic increase, and we' can. hope for Q'
B T Sy O g e : k.
e a further gradual lmprovement as other 5chools progress ‘
T‘. R T . -\ 0 - * e , ‘ Lo *' v "L ;.;",.
N A to Gradewll and qude 12 1evels- e gf“ri : _f‘ '

M . L ' fffww RN S f'?"‘""Vf' ,g;";f]..'?f
a@hih't,ryj : 'i“YV"w“:"‘” :~f ;Sg;wdf'ﬁv-w e't"t;‘ﬁﬂﬁiﬂzi ;*:.’Qf?
o o As we all know well sta@istics can be very’ mlsleadlng, i

‘.’I»; ..." I

}l unless they are 1nterpreted in conjunct}on wzth any number_§ :.};
;} %ﬁﬁelevant and influencino faotorsf, Our Graae{% students ?;_L
rfj ‘ﬂnumber more than'the total of the other grades taken":\ ) “ﬁ
ﬁﬁkl': hetogether-e~Then there lS a biqurOp to the number who con*;*uye‘?
:» ;vitinueﬁlnto Grades 9.and lO,,and a/furthef decimation to ”ﬁ‘ .
:j{fuh??i,theunumber who contlnue into the Senior ‘schodl. s
L | 5@,“_4gkf 55*:eff‘“”’“3'f ;fy;f_tL;;;;f#ﬁ_{f?@
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'ﬁm e . Here- We ou§2t to con31der the var1ety of ways Japanese

¢ o .

‘ ', ff'drécl .

. mattor for 1nd1V1dua1 schoolgpollcmes. There<are‘schools.,-* cee

, . R
-c, o, .,

4,~,wh¢cn offer Japanese as an alterqatlve to at.. ieast one
- B NS -1'

. ‘- I R .
. 2 [ } B 1,* ; Vo NNE R

SRR o*her language - French, or German, or both In the ﬁlrét ‘N-',;"f

radé/8 students, and thlg fs,wof ¢ounse, f L,
5 e LR o

J '\,A"., w@ - -
students trom what were cons1dered the "top

B " a

years at myaown school I was . allOwed to- ofjﬁr.ﬂapanesé to,.é', o

treams in French.

and German classes.“These‘students {d&med ﬁfSJngla ¢lass,. o, n?}ﬁ

-ft . \

L f |
\b..«and st&dled Japanese as an extra»subjectlgn 1ieu oﬁ Qn@‘\\ _ Sy
“ PPN Ny “ P . N

lesson from_each éf Music, Phys1ca1 Educatlonf andrArt. ’

." N

R “theor x th;s should ha@e giVeh me a lass of hlgh achLevers, RN
L ¥ q vers,

v: i .v_,._,, - f“ -',.",.'.r‘ e c_.‘- t . Y n

butiln actual practlce, th1s was not necessarlly so.. co s -
M g B «: % ’ Y- : . _ " g
o Further,~students d1d not always regafd an extra subject SRR
o % '\) ot . . PR ; - o

as serlously as, Iﬁﬁlght ‘have hoped 31;” e T el F*rwu-l.ff

.

[ s

U~ ‘r‘M . _}y‘ : “‘, - '.‘l.
; s S e

L)

~1{,},, Slnge 1973, Student enterlng Grade 8 have been offered j
- . 8 . v

e the ch@lce offFrenoh or Japanese, and thls has glven me* 1n‘,%'§7y51;
o .\L, B _‘ : "' ) \":.. -

1976, over one hundred students 1n Grade 8”’ It 1s also”___ e

A oy Seet

§ '~satlsfy1ng that thlS year we break thh the normal pattern
34 : .1‘ ' : v\ S

: T3, ‘. ".-" “ R
;f; in~ that thxs number ;s less than*tbe total numbé&*pﬁ Japanese'”}ﬁan

-

R S

students from Grade 9 to Grade 12 who humber one hundred and
twenty. I muSt polnt out, however, tha&‘thls could not have

o been p9551bfe, had I not ﬁad a sympathétlc adminlstratlohxln

ERIC
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- -:. To return to the consxderatlon of.how Japanesehls ‘
.frtb_, ofﬁered in other sehools: We f1nd ‘that there’ are schools
L “ whmch‘%lve their Grade B students -a varied.expenfpncem¢“ Vo ‘
"’ ‘b.wlth-foreign‘languages,‘i.e.;’students arefintrodnced ko .

. two drvthrée ‘foreign, languages, by studying each language

'A\“ Ty ‘”;" : ‘%

”for a term or & semester, or by studylng two or three

"”;langpages\concutrently,.thh p@rhaps only.one lesson per _

[ . R ,,'- L B AE
.- language per week. And there are schools dhlch offer " f L
PO ¥ : L T ‘ : ‘
o ,thelr students a general llngulstldb pourse for a térm., . o g_<%

R A N ..l
2 > . RS o _01..‘ -

. or a semester before beglnnlng the study of a s1ngle N S TR

:\ }_ language.’ Lastly,.we have at least one&school%where

- Japanese is offered qt Grade 5 leVel only. ’

- - . .

- /37-' .'>_ R -

' Pollc1es as dlvers1f1ed as these create very serlous L

Iz .':. SN, »

compllcatfons 1n the des19n ‘of" the syllabus, whlch is.

'.. Aad

9

A PR . - .- a . - o
S currently under rev1ew.‘ The syllabus Sub—Commlttee h&s‘ L U
”» . ‘ LT B - :
‘ﬁfr undertaken a revlew of the. present
B h e . _" _& g s
. BN A
o to wrltlng a hew f1Ve year'syllab

Y ‘1977, Co \'_; R SRR o
:“' e ¥ v T .‘, T R - o o ! “ . -y . . . . Tk
: ‘_: ‘,:n - ‘&: CP e . ;f. ».)‘ - . ’ ‘é :-l.-';. ) . ‘1:. ) . - ‘& | . . - ) __' . : . L )
‘ e 3\“ B ' . .L‘»" .
o UntlL 1972, Queensland had a« publlc examlndtlon SYStem o

i LI
- . e T

'llabus, w1th a view. .
R RN
for 1mplementa310n in ;“_;Q

ERRY
*
1

5“‘
.
<

aﬁﬁ thlS meant{that Japanese became an. establlshed
‘ﬁ g’ subject ;under. that system.> I thlnk an’ obvr7us advantage.
“ '-yas that thls«controlled s1tuat10£wfhowed up\uome of ‘the .. 'KZI:
! L

»weaknesses and problems that we faced in

2 e { oo
1 R N T T IR _—
: , G e
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» And also, because we were consldered "forexgn", we were-

. | not*n«pect?d to follow patterns and standards exlstlng | N
fﬁﬁ"\in Frénch or German1 Thls‘has always allbwed quﬂam/more ;“if
P flexibility, in method and testlng Srnce 1975, Qulensland | f%q‘
" has had a program of contlnu?us 1nternal assessment, whlch . W v
g operates at Grades 10, }ﬁ,‘and 12 levels. Of these, Grade. s
iy
.1 104ds the-shmplest._ Grade lO ‘students are rated by means of RN
‘a seven p01nt‘scale, on the fesults of 1nternal examlnatlons,‘f} “
and are 1ssued w1th certlflcates by‘the schoof, ‘on behalf | . is_vi
‘&l; of the Bogrd of Secondary School‘Studles.* ft was hoped 1?J:_.vﬂif:
;///<” that thlS sygtem wpuld ellmxnate‘examlnatlon/§tfessesﬂand‘;ii”° | S
oy Y . » : )

prov1de ‘a ‘fairer and more - accurate 1nd1cat1‘s of achleve—:i

-. ) . ~ ‘.} 4
i " ment. Howevﬁr, in Grades 11 and 12, thefe are still more ;. - "‘.L
than a few problems, and there are, at the‘moment, Certaln e
r. S ' : S £
.aréas of c0ntroversy. Brlefly, continuous assessment in . o
R T Mo

£ Queensland worksdllke thlS '~9chools méEt in~d£strictsjto

moderate‘o;ograms Of assessment:‘testlng schemes,‘and ' 5
S - v e : - . S >
S,N : ;1nally students scrlpts and results at the end of each R 'ﬁﬂ
.'1,:' semester.- In practlce,‘ rs‘means,meetrn S3atﬂthegqndfof..J # ,%;;;
. re ; v . R
‘the - flrst and th1rd semesters Only, ' Bac :; -
'1administered by a District Mideratsr, Qhoziﬁ,tufh,igtréspbﬁé- 8
f:;'i.jlble to a Chlef Moderétor:fwhc recommends éi;éi‘ratingsytos‘» -iv:di
:khl; be lssued to. the~s;udents by the Board-of Secondary School - l\wi‘
;" ;ﬁtud}es.p.ln th1s system, JapaneSe teachers haye one advant— &-i}‘f}y
T.v;‘fage ; we are not fragmented lnto dlSt cts, and so can meet v :"‘

.'g;fg_;u,f"‘;,;,;¢gfw,,”_, ,”,7.; B

W
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as one group. This allows us &Q Ubtaln an overall plcture

T N
g ) ‘;“.4'-, ¢ el

ﬁn,;g-“ ot standards thrOughout the state. ‘At the end of‘the

n
\v

fiurth SGmestery students .receive certificates issued by .. -
o ) . . ) . .as Ry
tge Board, listing the ratingvachieVement\ip each semester
¢ ‘ 'g . . A‘ . i . A.' o IR o,
;Al .7;-4 . - . . N ) N ) . ‘ . "‘.

z . .
Lt WX B
e L el p . ’

R g}Matrlculatlon¢}mhburrently governed»by the T.E. S, Qr R N

' . :.\5»‘ % "‘ - . ’ A '\ 7; g ) ’ e
Tert;ary Entrance Score, a frgure which representéé

. . / ¢,

& - i

fgw, ' stud%nt s~ant1c1gated achlevementiln gertlary study, and

.QJK { WQlch is arered at by a comblnatxon of the results’ of an

M .
.-._T'- A 13

ASAT, (Australlan Scholastlc Aptltude Test) test and school

,* '- -
. v

M i
'assessment, fIt would seem that th1§ is not the answer

e1ther, and I haveeheard 1t suggested that tertlary Lf'

4.

! . ‘ ! ks ! 6 f,_&.-,
1mst1tuulons seffbhelr own enttégke EXamlnatiFns.‘

% Via ' ' o : R

-Tne'Japanese;ﬂe.geachiis constantly-changing. our

earller stddents deve10ped a far greater sglll in re@dlng .‘;ﬁf
b ERCI
and wr1t1ng Japanese. at the expense of the oqal/aural e

st ~.’

-

)

skl&ls.. There, has been a swing: tdikhe other‘end 8f the ﬁ}
@ - scale, and'per;aps we are attemptlng the nea;?nmeSSlble.,‘ e
A.However, we seem to be" ach1ev1ng a better nalance., I

hfeel'that our standards have Changed, ln?faetnhaﬁe be;one h;ffa-

i } . . : .

h SRR -

o I

‘ff\

.lowgr, but there is''a dlfferent‘sort of student cont1nu1ng.

N
s o

That-lnrltself 1sﬁa‘good gnlmg, because I feel very- stroneg ._QKL:

Yal '?about ﬁapanese be1ng an elMtist




‘”iiilu,
' b
happcn,ﬂ[ think we would 'sec vory rapld and drastic DU

Y A ’ ' .
- effects on the future of szanese.
14
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Wlthln our pweﬁmnt sltuatron, teachers and schoola W e
o
" ‘.' S \r: -‘;' ’, « vt
havo greatcr Qrcedom in selecting textbooks, angna s 3 S
. e i’
R varLety of courSe—books are being used, e1ther S1ndly : f,i; 72:}
. L e

.or in comblnatlon. This has forced the teacher of Japan-'

.

ese to be 1maglnat1ve and ;nventlver and although th1s 1s

5*' tlme consLmlng in: the extreme, 1t can on y?be for the good .\

-

‘ of our teaching onythe whole. I believe/teachmng is’ a

'hlthy 1nd1viduallstmc Sklll, and a teacher must be flex- b

R

” 1b1e to adapt to changlng students, administration problems and

oA ‘inadequate tlme allocatlons, eSpeclally in the lower levels.

R ; P,\ .

N . ‘ N : ]
It has been suggested.that the slow qxpwtn §% Japanesb
in State hrghfschools yan be, attrlbuted to an 1nadbquate . -

'fﬁ?: . supply of tralned teachers, and, although IJcannot accept

¢ ap K2 -

» ; J
\ th1s entbrely, I can’ understand the reluctance of pr1nc1pals
and the.EdEcat%on Department to 1ntr%guce a subject if they 'yﬂ

‘v‘:%ahnot feel sure that they can keep faith w1th students who ,

bvelect to study Japanese 1n Grade 8 Last year, elght

. N
-* ~ v'- s _

i teacpers were:tralned? and nearly all of them are teaching S
iy e o ek ‘ AT ’ . .
'Japanese this year. Thﬁs year, twelve are traanlngmto S >

;wkteach JapaneSe, "but 1t WOuld seem unlikely that they u111*
‘be . so successful. The’ p;ty is that,these people loseithelr -

e oo v € L » . ¥ R
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‘. proficiency and are then lost to Japanese forever.

Queensland bag had only one or two fehchers who wofg

native sbedkers In the high school system, we have had

F
y ¥

only\oﬂo, Mariko Iwaaakl,_who came to us on~a sqholarshlp

tN

’ N
from>the AustraliabJapan Bus nessmen's Corporation : o

‘ Committee. and taught in QueenaLaqd ﬁn 1974/15 Ig\was_,,”}gttw;mﬂ
e Ty . S A
felt that. ou; Iﬁnﬁ natx&e spea%er had too much , to offer.i R e

'.rfﬂl‘» l’_ .‘44' ’ 'i'i“ Q.'.~.'~

%0 1solate Her 1n’dnﬂ school,~so & schemévﬁﬁs dedlsed
that we hopdd would be satisfylnq both to Marlko and to -
teachers in Dep tmental schools. Under.thia plan, '

Marakd was to spend half a term at schools in' Brisbane,.

Tt L
*

L 7‘ >
{‘w‘.“ ;and,-because of their isolation, a complpgg‘term at . ' .
Toowoomba and Townsville.: Certhiﬁly tﬁerg.ﬁé;e problems
but én the whole, the plan was a'Sufcess; ':ﬁ?;;_af_l;:. ‘ !
L o . L - o ;i’;”i f;y,
I would llke ﬁo mentloq one need about whlch:i feel H ,‘:'L“
ghite strongly. ﬂost of’;d% teachers get themseivgs to ;‘5fﬁi#§vfﬂ
Japan by one means or another, b‘t I would hopé tha: f%f . ’T,iiéjt
) ;f more could be done in this area. At the end of 1973, éﬁé {.: - <

Tk

Pi?.ﬁ'ﬂ‘agéig’at the beginning of 1975, the Japan Foundation

?"l '~ sponsored short-term cqurses for teéchers of Japanese, ;L

~

outside Japah. The course was intensive and covered
1anguage and method.. The first of these ¢ourses c0nslsted

‘ of only nine’ people,'of whom ‘I was the ogﬁy Australlan.

e
-

s 3.9
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For me, that was an invaluable experience in 30 many ways,
pnrklcu]q{ly as 1 was living 1n Japan, but not as a gourist. A
We visited and observed lessons at 1.C.U., Naganuma School,

LR o »

‘Kero, ‘Waseda; 3t was in tact a total immersion in Japan and

Japandse, in mdys way:s than one, ftor [ learnt my xodgo by
LI .

. . ) < . . : ' .
polite conversation as [ simmered in the bath! I do u;g}“:

. . g\:‘ ’
recognize, and'am grateful for the opportunities thav :

re b . 3) 't .
thcbnra have of visiting Japan,»undgr the auspices of xﬁe

> \
A.J.u.g;g, -:; the A.5.C.C., but perhaps we can hope that

the Australi -Japan Foundation, when it becomes a reality,

will sponsor similar courses.

s

What do we need to improve our teaching? va1ously
many things, such as charts, flashcards, ' plctures and

slides, and so forth. We are grateful for the materlal’ ;l\

¢ C-

that has been Supplled under the ausplces of the A"S c. C.,:’

maps, slide sets, and soma books I have become a llttle

wary of wantlng too many thlngs. If they are’not really

good quallty, they end up'belng rather'éxpensi&e dust

collectors. In;some areas, 1t is preferable to bulld a B .
. \

personal. collection. One area where we do feel a lack is .

readiuégmaterial, suitable in 1nterest level and linguistic
: aly A . ) . ,

-, content for our students. But it is a:mistéke to see our

AN . e

"I"needs" on this level alone. What we do need is more

* students, more teachers, more community awareness and

& -

L L 40,




we are realI

fﬁemploylnq Japanese speakers._ In?these,

L f T :
;have a. brlght future, then we need to do all we can to B

. s S B N
ensure that,our teaghers are%well tralned, that theyf

‘a. subject to flll up the tlmEtable;:3_j;fv7'

’!

Coael T

- Wmoever has created thd present/ tne’ future Lies with
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that some language syllabdsesxare me%e COllections,of_

Y & L SR It

fﬁllttle ﬁractlcalfhefp to theglnexperlenégd

R

'f, fiwi3\Q¥tbOOkSy and at least at the sub.senlor level, of toplcs.;fff'

jSome prescriptlons remaln regardlng toplcs at senlorwlevel

m,_.

ERIC
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the sylfabus._ Two points arise

ﬂ;accepted as a\feliable guide to secondary SChool'

iﬁﬁéftéasﬁif some 1atitude'in shaping;the'vxﬂw

taél"i;v.éfé‘f ;?,t'_o : ffi t’: 'tﬁéf.f ;té’axissh;,ngz c'affgja'b':i Hey

r

'av A syllabus eiacing main emphasis on read1n§ ability may




in th present syllabus, for lnstance, we'a e somewhat

other drllls.‘ Agaln, although the Queensland Japanesé

"». :'

Department spent con51derable effort on produc1ng a 1lst

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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’:?of course,-some leave us 1n llke case - agaln,v

e L

ﬁ same reason. How does the hlgh school graduate'make out

§ , R
those who have studled Japanese at adult
educatlon 1nst1tutlons, : AR S

- e S
7those who have studléd 1n¥Japanjw1tﬁout
i prev1ou5gstudy’at seﬁoé ﬂw._, i

”.those:who\have stugled"
;Jzat school

s )\
/

ave studied
r Unlve Slty

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



ghave to supply r?rther tralnlng, we flnd the above students

”f;fall 1nto several groups._ The flrst group can be des-~13

,”crlbed as top&%rade, it s compos1tlon largely dec1ded by

:Tthe 1ntelllgence quotlent of the 1nd1v1dual student,l‘;f};f;inf’

S 'regardﬁess of hjﬁlbackground,“‘ConsequLntly, €h1s: oup f’l‘yfff

';nﬂ_dilncludes one or two from most categor;es.; The groﬁp e i7;1”
‘hifurthdst removed from thls can be descrlbed as the lowest ”i;;
lgﬁritgrade,,and 1s composed offthe "slackers agaln regardﬁ;fflfﬂ7"

{:less'of backgroundJ The groups 1n between cannot so much

.:;ﬁ;;be graded as good, bad, or falr, as’ characterlsed.rather;by

"fuhearlngns1de'and more on the speaklng s1de, and sometlmesl?-f7yf“*

-

l,fhave a falrly blatant Australlan a?cent.; In readlng

V[ablllty,athey are average, but are not strong 1nfwr1t1nggh,f}
ururqapanese.‘ Most«of them have developed 1dLosyncras1es“1nf,}
: ‘ e T - e
_fﬁbrmlng the~Japanesq sdrzpt that sometlmes render thelr‘h;':al}{mf
. '/ g ‘} s . R : C

.ertten work hard to dec1ph?r. They also slgnlflbantlyyzj.,,gg

&

\ tend to get bored more\easmly than any other grou'

thls 1s so whatever the1r p01nt of entry 1nto tertlary

?ffqlf@“ﬂCQUF§Q§'* Those who haVe studled 1n Japan,,evenfwlthoutf;g~f-"




du-nltlon of kanjl.y It 1@ Just by the way that those from f.

df>problem of d1verse backgrounds of students by‘bef%itting

RIe

% - \[ E f: :
.”;4l_* S R ;_f ' ,

K h [ . s A . RETA%
rd

. any school backgréun& are Eften gllp and self‘bonfldent E[fﬁﬁ::,

:though,purlsts frequently fault thelﬁ;accént%

4 o

]jfound them weak on the wr1tten s1de, notably 1n

. . [
Y »

Wj,ﬁﬁgrammatlcal cqmprehens1on, and, curlously, 1n the recog- -

il

;adult educatlon 1nst1tut10ns seem to have most problems, EA

A

:ﬁ;doubtless stemmlng from the d1fflculty Of StUdY at a

Ry

R,

I":v_‘".'the problem,w51nce 1t has resulted in m1x1ng w1th students

'~,vus w1th a control group,

0

,,,. .
v e, '»A . o e

w1th out31de background‘fhose who have done all thexr fgj-"

study w1th1n our department._ However&,;t has prov1ded

1~x

«

s1stent proofkthat thlS group 1s the best aZZ round grouprutf

as 1t were,“and we have had con-..”

L+ as prov1n01a1 but w1th dhe or two ex&eptlons, we have h..e5

a2 o

v;’mature age wh11e work1ng full—tlme, but also no doubt »vﬁh7 "
; ;from the wxdely-spaced and 11m1ted céntact hours of
' tultlon.v7ff‘::‘w,"f‘v 7f3“”» Qi" ‘ - ,
. v, R Sl »
: B . AR i - . A . - "L,: o oL v . N N 1
We have, for some t1me, attempted to deal w1th th1s .
R R e

- ‘j_iffsome,th go stra\?ht 1nto second year»» Thls has compounded

We now propose to modrfy our solutlon of th1s problem,.f;‘ :
but detalls of our‘new pollcy llesoutagde my tOplc today.,[‘"“'
s S v

T ae v
St
.r' b
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" In factp.I personally am consc1ous of a fundamental ,i»f

ﬁfary school syllabus in Japanese, whatever ltS guldlng ‘f“f~_;_ﬁ{

' Unlversl/y I can say categorlcally that we do not

ary school, and before that at prlmary school. I have,%

v ¥

- SRR R Y (PR A S e e R
Speaklng for the Japanese Departmentpat Dueensland UL TR
g oo

8.

9£gard the secondary school as exclu51ve1y a prepar-'

ory instltUtlon for unlverslty study.i If only those

students 1ntendang to go on to tentlary level studled I 3;15;‘_*

Japanese 1n hlgh sch ol, we should con51der the a;m of i%‘“t;f:f
L : ;' o ".H": .
those lnteregted 1n‘the d1ffusxon of knowledge about :

Japan largely defeatbd.v It follows that we do not ‘

expect the secOndary school currlculum.ln Jgpanese R

spe01f1cally to serv1ce the needs of éur: department. n,'f i
‘ ) H'/~ K 2 oo

[

......

opp051tlon between what should 1dea11y be the object of , if-;:up
“a secondary school syllabus in. 1angﬁage,.and the back7 7»‘%3 '

ground requlrements for taklng up the study of language

k3

’?,J at Unlver51ty. 1?hls 1s bound up wltﬁ'the 1mmense questxonsf.'b -

of what shohld be the general alms of educatlon athecond-“fﬁ
e e

!v.

often felt the aIms were not always made clear an fﬁ;;;_,[-:f s

syllaﬁuses,'and when they were, they wera not the rlght
? "q .

| ones, or if. rlght, were not belng tackled the rlght way

But that whole problem is too bag for now\\-What 1 take‘v‘;:'“

to be nwrmaln job_\hght nowd:s to suggest how the second-

alms may be,’and however 11beral’1t may be desxred to

)

7ake 1t, mlght also help tertlary level teachers more.'ff




'5?w1th a. reasonable command of. thelr own language, but

":Lﬂﬁa plea for the syllabus to requure an understandlng of -

'f;see some teachlng along thls llne encouraged 1n the

Lt would, of course,_helg\us lf students came to us5;3<VFT“

QfSlnce that;'too, lles out51de the scope o£ the second-ﬁ»,? 1o: eh‘f;

‘wary school syllabus 1n JapaneSe, could we perhaps make}v(f:

»

oo 4 i

5the baslc grammatlcal termlnology 1nvolved .in learn .élf‘p_5%,“
Japanese°xJI know that* rlghg away,«I have rals‘ed_,ii;}fl o
“i:Questlon of what‘partlcular termlhology would be accept;.¢
dvable.y I am golng to grasp the nettle by saylng 1b woufh
bfseem obV1ous that 1t Ought to be the one the Japanese_hify
- _’use. ',_*, : - -, - e
ffnlWﬂ S S 5 ., o o G e
One of the greatest dlfflcultles we face 1n teach;ng 'hff;#'f;ig

e;‘

”“Japanese‘ is the utter 1nsen51t1vity of students to. the

5

s exlstence of grammatlcal structurej so IQWould like to ffih{_f}ﬁygﬂﬁ

v . : . o

‘fsyllabus, - perhapsff/slmple contrastlve study of Japan-iu'

o feSe and Engllsh. I take most keenly Professor Neustupny s

l

and Professor Jorden s pOlnt about 1mpart1ng total com-[ B

\

munlcatlon skllls, but we would be gratefdﬂ for the {J}ﬁ%f'V

'Vrestoratlon of a llttle old faSthned grammat1ca1 "nous

i A
: -
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syllabus to the analysls of methods of acqulrlng a

second language.mﬂ {,g."”'ff' -'\l;f{igi' e

e .(, P
‘.

It would also ass1st us 1f there were a general -lfff-’x;;;;fk

upgradlng of the art of penmanshlp 1n:the SChools, but,

¥

f‘i;f"f Ln.the absence ‘of that general background* some emphasas L

mlght be placed ln the syllabus on correct tralnlng 1n

1;;_‘f" wr1t1ng the Japanese scrlpt It would help 1f teachers."J?
>}~nf i were exhorted/to prefer the overhead pnojector forf 7}3.;.”'

dlsplaylng spec1mens of model modern script to wr1t1ng
L PO RO

the1r own necessarlly ldlosyncratlc versxons on the

blackboard for further dlstortlon by the&r students.,‘tj

q o e L e i

t*wpuld hélp ;f the pl@ce oﬁforal tralning 1nk¢_

T oo
and the pfactlcallty of lntenslve use ofg;apes for a~”-

-'~'_Y5sw1de varlety16f drllls prepared by nat1ve speakers

_;;fr- o researshéd;; depth.v As regards k%ﬂJl' although free Jf?ﬁ.”dzhd”
oo el & T
Cae choice In'te books certalnlx compllcates matters,'lt R

1 .»..‘-.

Lo > oo
S should not be lmposslble to agree on a compressed llSt 4m,f;‘4j_¥

' of absolutely 1nd1spensable characters whlch should\and R fh

Qﬁff:" could feasl?ly be acqulred at school.;_f[f ”hpaifh

Sy .
,._‘A . P _ Wod e . . . " i

Apart from these fundamental problems of methodology, o

o my own feellng is- that syllabuses, desplte the 1nfluence
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: ;;‘syllabus for the advanced level, ‘an Optloﬁﬁln conmerclal

4

L Professor Neustupny s suggestlon for 1nd1v1dual ch01ce of

1‘ /“- s N -
.. S g . ) .

. N
r' . S

of teachers (or perhaps because of 1t?), are Stlll too

consérvatlve and un1nsp1ratloﬁal. I mean thls particularly

r'j wzth the regard‘to the readlpg content of study materlal.

Why can we, not have; for example, slmple,yerszons .of science

f1ct10n-or stralght popular sc1ence, much more about how

».

to wrlte letters to pen-frlends, s1mpllf1ed news-sheets,

/

» - Ny

la§y ‘from. advertlsements, more abodt teenage llfe? 'I N

‘7_ th;nk blllngual schpols will not come to Australla in;

several llfetlmes, but in ‘the meantlme I strongly support

é

‘communlcatlon domalns.u o . o

. . : ™ v e ) i D . R _' ‘.‘,‘ . I
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g v
Flnally, our state has cons:.deré.ble cOntact v;}% g/
‘pa

bus1nessmen and the1r famllles, and W1th tourlsts,

tlcularly youth groups. I should llke to see,V1n the S

- -

»?Japanese, and another in Japanese for 31ght-seeing guldes.

B g . PRSI
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.more pop-songs, more T.V. -type presentatlons, more vocab~ oo

v

o . . . B . . . . e
. - ; . n . L . . L
. . o . P ) P - o H ©oa .

I am hopeful the more formal requ@;ements I should llke

("hfto see ertten 1nto ‘the syllabus would benefit secondary

‘dffas well as tertlary language tra1n1ng, whlle the beneflclal.

fﬁ'effect of ‘the- ‘more delectablé materzal I should like to: see'b"’

e

’

hfllntroduced would carrysover from secondary t° tertiary

"“ . . . . T . - . N . " .
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a In h1s penetratlng and many~ang1ed prev1ew of a new @L,u'” C

. . PR
3 - ‘\ g N

:future for 1anguage teach1ng 1ast nlght, Professor N g;db

o

el 'Neustupny spoke of updatlng concepts, approaches, and
glannlng.. But, behlnd it all I had the feellng he was--

telllng us we can change the world to su1t the aims of
!

£

Japanese 1anguage teaohers. I w1sh weicould I wlsh
e

we could ch?nge school t1metables and unlver31ty degree
'structures. f w1sh we could change the'Australlan v
att1tude .to languages. I wish we could change»tnf Adgst- éﬁ;ﬁ

s s . ralian ethos. I w1sh we could make Australlahs less ;£¥;

ﬂlntezested 1n fopt 11, beer-, and 1ndustr1al dlsputes, |

?ijr. { " and ;ore 1nterested in forelgn affairs, self-culture, ;/
~and~the1r world,lmage. But I do not see how you can 7,

- 1nduce 1n a sea-glrt contlnent with an arrogant Anglo-.,. "
vSaxon tradltlon, the motlvatlons of small 1andlocked ‘ E
European communltles.‘ Not overnlght anyway And until
we, d@, I do not think language teachlng in Australia 13
golng to produce results commensurate w1th the efforts

,those assembled here putflnto it - _ o -

4

e . S L
But, on the other hand, if we ceased these efforts, I
- can only express my convictlon that Australla would become
~ a most "unlucky"mcountry 1ndeed.‘"I know we must slog on,.i

trylng to. close the gap between what the commgnlty wants’ §

W ‘a%d what the communlty needs _ T
L. - “'»?’:V k . o s T

‘..
A R ’ v, LD A
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TEACHING OF JAPANESE IN NEW SOUTH WALES ~

A . . [

A3 -
S

. .
H. Mctachlan

[ R
S

Japanese is being taught in fifteen high schools-in—'

New South Wales as an electiue subject; This is an increase

'_of three schools this year. It is also belno taught’ to

Gra&e 7 (Form l) 1n a number (unhknown) of other schools,;

El

-as part of 1ntroduotory language courses. Excludlng Grade

7 students, approxlmately 900 students are learnlng Japanese,

ithe majorlty, of course,‘ln Grades;8-10.

@
-«

~ The syllabus governlng Grades 8 10 states as its baSlC)

L]

! §
aim slmple communlcatlon - It requlres of students at'

.

8chool Certaflcate level ‘the ablllty to communlcate in

s1mple Japanese in everyday s1tuatlons; the ablllty to read

-

and write hlragana and a restricted range of characters, and
the ablllty to read katakana. The syllabus also states that

the cultural aspect 1s to be con81dered equally 1mportant

ARV 3 o
3. . o
»

The senlor school syllabus for Grades 11 and 12 also

—

emphas1ses the development of students' .oral ablllty, but

prescrlbes a list of characters for wr}tlng, and- selected
.:'s‘ :

chapters of a prescribed text for translatlon.






No ianguég\\texeois prescrrbed by elther syllabus.'dﬁfhd'“"”

| 7},1 AT ' f

Ai In the Junlor 9chool; Japanese 1s allocated flve | |
40 mlnute pefiods per week (as fofpany e1ect1ve subject)

"'Thls lS one perlod per week less than Engllsh M@themat- ;ik
”Tw'lcs and Sclence j In the senlor school, 1n Grade 11 SlX

perlodsper week are glven.o In Grade 12, there are slx “Jﬁ‘ ‘g;,.

"‘;or nlne perlods per Week, dependlng upon the 1eve1 of ~-“J17”§#pgﬂ'

’>:;study In some schools, face~to~face perlod allocatlons"ﬁ

- h B Y

‘11 1‘1353_51793, 4

3‘

wl

-

}aOurﬁﬁrabZemah5*‘One as perSuadlng schocl pr1nc1pals to :ﬁ"'
H“;flntroduce Japanese | As a ry ; they are. reluctant for
«;_:One or more teasgﬁs probably weII—known to everyone hére'
.vffthe be11ef that Japanese 1s "too dlfflcult for hlgh schoo1

;students", the bellef that teachers of Japanese are scarcéf

1':,and nlgh 1mposs1b1e to replace- the preblem of stafflng

" ","':'.'small classes, the belle‘ that the learnlng of fore:.gn:

“i'xlanguages is not relevant for Australlan ch11dren.

"‘.

)
elies e,
-, e

Another problem 1s teachlng mater1a1 Althngh there gjﬂ.pa*i”

roj;are soﬁe very sultable materlals ava;lable, there 1s

- (

‘f“*lxttle varlety, and teachers are forced to adapt and
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PROBLLEMé IN SECONDARY CURRICULA FOR JAPANESE - VICTORIA
g e l'«

~ X [ . S . - ‘r - ' 'l ';’5. . I
Jaoanese is now' belng taugh; at approx1mately slxteencﬁ SR

KR

‘.ﬂsecondary sohools in V1ctor1a4t Whlle a major proportlon"j.o

,"7 1ndxv1dual negotlatlon w1th the schoolhadmlnlstratlons.gzﬁﬁf’”"

"number hav1ng¢Japanese as a compulsory ubject in ‘the
‘.junlor hlgh school currlculum._ W1th the 1ncreased de-»
‘4centralrzatlon of educatlon 1n V1ctor1a,5the pos1t10n ofFi“

B JapaneSe in the school currlculum has become a matter offfff;

. ) . ~
of\fhese schools offer 1t as an electlve subject from

iForm Three. some commence 1t in Form*One, w1th§a Small N
w' v!t. / "-," '

' \' " 7”’(_: T
A
S0 ‘

S

“« % . v
~

3
G

In Vlctorla, there are no external course prescr;ptlons“-&r”""“

for any level exceot the flnal year of hlgh school. The

courses for all subjects 1n*the flnal year are 1n praCtlcefff'fﬁ
prescrlbed bg,an external body,:the V1ctor1an &nlver51t1esfgﬂ:;f

and Schools Examlnatlon Board (V u. S E B ) The Japanese

Standlng Commlttee, Whlch determlnes the ngher School

Certlf}cate Japane§e course for th1s Board has changed

the prescrlptlons for Japanese commenc1ng thls year, 1926 QEQJfﬂf*ﬂ

N

In the oast, the course was largely based on the content

‘-,f_of a 31ngle text N Naganuma s "Standard Japanese Reader f m;lﬁﬁf;

BOOk 0ne"-v The new course no longer prescrlbes a text but, R
R &_ Ve y ,o L !
instead prescrlbes the grammar, vocabulary and characters”V'




"’w’h‘iéh!iﬁas‘tfb"e mastered. _’”’Ai‘s’o’,”"ﬁi&'é"}ié‘;}‘ é’g‘é@i‘ﬁ;éiaﬁ""w"i"il N
'gh‘ '“Jfﬁlvevcredlt for aural and wrltten comprehens1on Qﬁllls,
o o ‘comp091tlon wr1t1ng and the student's ab;llty tongonversa\

"ff ~+ on'a tOplC of hlS spec1a1 1nterest. Th1§ contrasts w1th L

L 'f"'vthe'o e—1976 ‘examinations' stress on translatlon SklllS. J’R

o ; : IR A NS
(s i Thls a1teratlon of the ngher Schoq\\éertlflcéte prescrld—

tions has freed teachqrs to select-th ir own tbachlng
N v .

-mf\@egjrl?ls at th1s 1eve1 and has served to acceptuate the

- .
need for a_W1de range of su1¢ab1e teachlng materlals at

g ,
ST thlS 1eve1, althouqh thlS reel has always ex1§ted at all ‘L
d ' : o .4 . ' T
: . D AL S o |
_1eve1s. e E ffjw‘ T ’f~ _’J e -

[

v . oy . . o
-

I see three maln problems for the future of Japanese

' “”"31n secondary curr1cu1a~ the nature of tge courses offered

the teach1ng methods, and materlais used 1n conjunctlon"' ;ﬁ"

’yw1th these courses. f__:_7bff fij‘n'-f:7'f>% f‘” S o

~Japanese should be taught-to‘a 1arger number.ofugtudents‘g.f
- than 1t 1s at present.] And, ;1f 1t lS to be more w1dely .
w:ﬁ L[%aught throughout our: secondary schools,_rg’w1ll 1nev1tab1y

5hbe offered to students w1th ‘a: w1de range of abllltles and
bt"soc1a1 backgrounds.» Wlth the trend to a: hlgher level of

retentlon of students unt11 the f1nal year of hlgh school

‘”"ﬁjthere must be an_ accompanylng flex1b111ty 1n the nature of“7hﬁ;
-fJapanese courses offered To dev1se courses sultable for,;rr"

lfas many students as* pOSSlble, we need to look to motlvatlonal




v

Tdf‘mh:, methods in oUr language teaching. It must be\through
Ly ‘ ’ . .. I T
" stlmulatlnq and 1nvolV1ng classroom act1v1t1es, wh1ch
. ' ' 1} ‘

_have students us1ng the language in meanlngful sltu- o,

at10ns, that we make Uap%gese a subject w1th appeal

1 Cg .
fieg oo A . N
o .

??hbfor many students. S L

T o s ‘ ’ . r : .
v In con]unctlon w1th thls, prospectlve teachers of R

3 v

Japanese must be offered appropriate)method courses at

-

e

Al teacher tralnlng 1nst1tutlons to\enable them to acqualnt
. N

¥ ! .
A R .
AN ;_themselves w1th current teachlng trends r, the1r subject.-

It must be w1th1n a structured tra*nlng program that the, ‘5\ AR

n i

,student tea(hers are exposed to Japanese teachlng materlals,p;v ey

and methods. RAt the moment, too often the student teacher

s

of Japanese 1s only presented w1th French or German -

examples 1n method classes,~and 1s totally dependent on_

, ‘N’wt’r‘f ’ ‘
y p;pctlce rounds for informatlon on spec1fic JapaneSe ‘. ‘ e
t} S mater1als avallable and methods used : Further the em~ SRR

the classroom tiachers he or she 1s ass1.ned ‘to -on teach1ng i

4 v

ployment by the V1ctor1an Educatlon Department of nat1ve

‘speaker ass1stants to ass1st classroom teachers has proved -ﬁ

to be a success, w1th several schools sharlng the benef1ts§»

f of such persons as51stance._ Thls pract1¢e could well be

broadened to enable all teachers to have access to the Q ‘ffﬁ:gf}{;?

ass1stance of a nat1ve speaker.

The need for nat1;§ speaker ass1stants is he1ghtened by

B i




‘ ‘ PR SRR VE L :
the lack of sultable teachlng materlals for™ Japanese. RPNy

The ‘search for sultablé”teachlng materlaésvls a partlcu-

E TN laxly important copcern for teachers of Japanese. ‘The_

- / development and poollng of teachlng materlals ‘is . ffﬁ‘
. v - vy B e . . -
» essentlal for the enrlchment of s%udents‘ learnlng ex— ‘? N
) _perl nces. - There\clearly must be closer contact between!u-’

2y materials belng produced by 1nst1tutlons and 1nalv1duals.'”

_xv ‘-‘,- '

Further, closér liaison w1bh such bodlesjas the Japanese

o

Mlnlstry for Cultural\hffalrs, the Japan Foundatlon and 'l';~-;

.”Q" _ Japanese publishlngécom?anfes would enable teaqhers of 4' CL
! -~ ~e “" : i '.‘;‘;-. ‘"‘-":»

v

apanese 1n,éustraéld to utlllze the vast amount of’ re— Sy
L urce materlal whloh'ls avallable 4n. Japdﬁ I”pﬁ'i»)t:‘r o
-",v ..-‘_“,J- [ T T x C"\\,\, ,1. . ") N Q .‘. , " o Lo -

& - J \ s . e N et

Yoo RIS 4 T :

\iz 1", In.conclus;onL the’future of Japanese in secoﬁdary } ,ﬁxblq”

’.‘ TN _‘l . ... g ’ uwwﬁl Lo .-Jy‘\ “' E ;‘_"_ w

W T °cﬁrrlcu a 1§>dependént‘bn the w1111ngness,on the part oﬁ RN

O @» /. SOR o Rt o r’f,'
Ehose 1 voﬂved in the teachlng of Japanese to desigﬁ thélr

. ._t_)\ L R d .
7*JH:7.?7 coursdk to sult ég;§abllitles anq\j

..ku Y P

LR A

. QV}:]“_ sectlon of the student gbpulataon.;

be clgse llaxson between Eeadhers,
et SR
.’”Q1Lf tutlons and souroes of materlals
S In connectlon thh thls,“I would iike hereby xo‘call
for the format}éz/of an. Australla w;de aﬁsooiatxon og those f'

| - : ..av

.bj”«v} flnterestedjl o '1v1ng thes&'?roblems._ The resources of t%e

ox, .j ol
jg_‘ons of téachers of Japand&ﬁ
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' could be‘called.uﬁon. And whlle not rep1a01ng these ‘ 3

v

State bOdleSl a natxon—w;de association could become o ﬁ :
aqlesggbllshed vehlcle for eff1c1ent1y represgntlﬁg CT g
Y q;f the.needs of teachers of Japaneo%, dq;h a united voice, ,?

Yor

to the Australlan government and 1nst1tutlons within

Australla, and for llalslng w1th such overseas bo'aes ,f
cy . 1 . . . .
as I have prev1ously mentloned ‘ Yoo

RN
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§4*. TFACHING OF‘JAPANEQP IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA ¥

' b __ML

@

e

S 7 _K. Migshjda

A ) : T-'vv‘ ¥ .
e “ The study of Japanese in South AustralEF\was first :

started in 1965 by MlSS Baddams, prxncxpal of Woodland

Church of England Glrls' Grammar School. Pulteney Grammar
S¢hool andealford Church of England Girls'.Grammar School

also beqan teacﬁlnq the language early.' In the area of’

’

Departmental (State) schoohs the teachlng of Japaneserbe-

) gan only 1n 1969 at Daws Road and Marlon ngh bchools. " In

Ay

. 1971, a further two Departmental schools’ began courses,.in
Y

1973 one, 1n 1974 flve,tand in 1976. one. As a result, ll

LI -
D?oartmental schools and 4. prxvate 'schools are fferlng

, ’Japane!e in South Australla uhis year. A total of l 450 i

-

jtudents fre Learnlng Japanese at both" private and Depart—?
L 'mental so‘oo@gqaighere are . 21 teaohers of Japanese thlsi”’“
” M, . . . ’

:jyéar; f*ﬁhom 15 are natxve ﬁpeakers of Japanese and 6 are

Nnon—hatfbe spe kers hquumber of students in. the area

o ,~& Depaft‘ﬁenta .

schools 1s 1ncreasxng each year.‘ There ﬁ

o

1L0 1n 1970 280 in . 1971, 385 in 197!, o




lanquaqe;at;primary‘sohool level: 34 in l973, 60 in 1974
: ‘and 24 fn11975. I
| To. date syllabus and examlnatlons have been provided
by the Vlctorlan Universities and Schools.Examlnatlon Board
(V. U S.E.B.) for €he Publlc Examlnatxons Bodéird (P.E. B, T of
South Australia. The,flrst group of students reached mat-
riculatiOn level in 1968. Twelve girls sat for‘the examin®

ation, and all were successful : However; the old v.u. S E.B.

u

. : examinatlon was generallyvhe}d by teachers to be far to"“
:y o tradltlonal ‘ South Australla 1s now in a p031t10n to pro-
e duce its own matrlculatlon syllabus for 1978 In the mean-

t1me the old V.U.S. E. B. syllabus wlll be used. Commencing

—,‘ ‘

from 1976, eXamlnatlons will - ‘be. conducted by the Unlvers1ty

“ of Adelaide. o - .

;(-. o - o A . .i : »

One of the oroblems thCh‘§9ﬁFhers in general may face -

R
vis that of textbooks.- Uﬂ&ortdnately, w3 have %ot had a

w1de range of t xtbooks in the pasD

In most cases,‘the

Naganuma cours;xhasvbeen used Th1s textbook 1s'well

organlzed and was uglllzed by Engllsh speaklng teachers- '

Jm

ﬁl aowever, the explanatlon of grammar is out of date from the

wp01nt of l;ngulstlcs, and the bookhﬁacks ednsistency

" f'\‘

Almost all Japanese nabﬁﬁ? speaker teachersfare strongly

’agalnst the use of thlS textbook in the1r schools-_yon

the other hand Australlan teachers of Japanese are llkely

Ay

. "—'e ,‘ PR

Y t‘!(

S - DU
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S e L |
to prefer it. personally think that this is because
Australlan teachers have tﬁemselves §tud1ed frbm this
textbook and are used to it. Fortunately, there are many

\textbooks for this stage, publlshed by both nat1ve and
I ’% i
non native' sbeakers One of these is the rnew “Alfonso

course, for which hlgh hopes are held in=South Australia
‘ : e
as a conversation textbook. C

A large prOportion of South Australia's Departmental

school teacSers is recrulted by the AustrallayJapan Business

Cooperatlon Commlﬁtee YA, J B.C.C.) .~ Others have Australian-

| R -
w.ﬁ,quallflcatlons, for example a deg;ee from the A.N.U., or

1

e

the A.N.U. intensive course plus private study' Problems
of nat1ve gpeaklng teachers lie flrst of _all in themr in-

-/"\7\- . ‘
adequate qupetence in English and their lack of knoW‘ﬂdge

/
‘of~Austra11an customs. Secondly, there is the problem of

.
e i

1ntegratlon w1th the rest of the staff Japanese.teachers

are not treated'ln the same way asFAustrallan teachers.

v\Some posltlvely dlsposed Japanese .teachers are ready to take

on any duty, and therefore feel real frustratlon.._However,

‘sdme»schools‘do‘weik‘an th1s area.( Thlrdly, there are
“ ¥ alh .

oroblems of d1sc1p11ne. Most oﬁ the teachers cannot con~,ff

"

8 '7 ',

trol classes because of the students' poor attltudé and
the teachers .1nadequate ievel of speaklng ablllty. Heads
of: schools are adv1sed to restrlct the study of Japanese

&_ oo "‘ w R -l ~

»

i
-
=
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to well—motiyated children with proven ability’in'modern

: . e B -
b languages. T personally hope’ this type of special treat-

ment of the course will disappear in the near future with

improvement, in the quality of teachers. In relation to
. N o 9
&f”mJ this, T would like to add 'that in South¢Australia‘modern
. ? ".‘
ldnguages are in the elective area of curriculum, and this:
. } N . "“‘,,"‘,_ . . v

meansfﬁﬁﬂt_studénts*may abandon the stﬁdy rather than con-
front difficulties. Japanese teachers find the Australian. ~

systemjof education strange. The last point I shouLd like
R . :f '.".‘l
to raise is, as mentioned earlier, that most of the south
. . 4
- ‘ Australian teachers of Japanese are recruited from Japan

.‘
' +

through the A.J. B C C. and their contract 1s for two years

L ° with.a p0551bllmty of extension, for a further one or two

‘v, &

yearst However, 1n most cases the Japanese teachers need

apprdxlmately one year to become accustomed to Australian

% -
c1rcumstances, and only after the flrst year begin to show

- their ab111ty. However7 at the end of the second year
‘most wish to return to their home country and in this regard
I would suggest that the A.J}B.C.C, considers extending

'ubzk'thelr cdntracts to at least three’ years.

‘..,4

To help solve the problem of teachers, another source
is that, of South Australlan tra1ned teachers.' With the

openlng ‘of the course at the Unlver51ty of Adelalde lastj”

-x.‘. ,

year, we look forward to a. flow of graduates from about
| @5@
:

Crx
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1979 (o a@sist the -staffing c¢f Japanese clasqﬁs However, .

Auwtralldn trﬁlnod\tnachorﬂ ne¢ed an adequate inauctlon
(period under expert quidance. There isya_lack of expertise. S
&yd ewporxpnCp in the sységﬁ. A consuiéénﬁ W%:Id be needed,
Arl: q " . .
W\MFﬁ would have to be fully fluent in Japanese aéﬁ éxperienced

e

1n the Ausbﬁnllan classroom. In conclusion, 1 believe that 'i‘,
the combination of a native speakor and a non-native ¥peaker

in oneg team would be the best solutlon for Japanese courses
T
in Australia. This ks b@cause these two people would have a

r

h ;
IR

. . 'dlfforent point o}‘v1ew and-dlfferent approaches to the \ Lo

Qtudpnts and w0u1d c0mplement each other in overcominq pos-

N\
sible miéunderstandings;btheen the teachers and on the part

v

e

of, the students.

As you will recognizq, South Australia is.one of the

most active States in the area of Japanese te&aching étﬂ
sécoﬁdary levelc However, Adelaide is still a small city,
and tﬁe amount of information and materiai: on Japan and :
Japanese lanquaqe is extremely 11m1ted In this respect,
there is a very large area for*possible 1mprovement. For
exanle, I ?lways dream that welmlght have a Japaneqe,gph-'
.- éulaté in A&elaide. We need more.assistance_and,encbu&age—

ment from tﬁe:Japanese,GOVanment. .

[ } . . ) .
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PROBRLEMS IN SECONDARY CURRICULA FOR JAPANESE
IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA

H.C. Quackenbush,
.. "“.f.‘ . ’ . "'

>

,The Japanese program,in the University of Adelaide
whe ] . . / :

Before going into thL/dlscuss1on of the relatlonshlp bet-

‘ween the University of Adelalde and the hiqh schools in South

\

Australlaﬁgl would like to briefly describe our Japanese
proqram'aejthe University of Adelaide. '

The Centre for Asian Studies, in which Japanese and Chinese

T

" language instruction is curreht;y offered, was established a =
few years ago. Unlike high school Japaneée @pich.has béen

tauqht forlmore than ten years in some s¢hools'in South

-

Australla, the Japanese program at the tertlaay level was

started just last year. The. courses offered were Japanese I

b

for post—w.'riculation students and Japanese IA which requires'

no’prior A,oyLeqée of the language. Thfs year we arelgffer—
ing 'essentialy two parallel stream courses consisting of
[Japahese I and II, and IA and TIA.

. Like many ether tertiary institutions in Australia;\we

are teaching the beginners course to give a greater number

of students the chance to start the study of the Japanese

N

-~



’

Ty - =

l‘mq’um;«- at t.h'gf\\ E«tv;ol. . ANt the same time we m'ullmppily

committed to providing more advanced training to those who -

have studied Japanese tor several years before thgy enrolled
; .

. ) ;' AN . i ] 'J . ’ . .
in the University course. Our task ahead is to bring the
beginners to 1 level comparable with that of the post -

. . N e

matriculation students so that the Japanese program will

Le one degrec program rather than two. In short we .are
still in the very flexible stage of planning and implement-

ation of Japancse courses at the University. ‘j'._/
o ‘. . . B . /“'.. ‘

The matriculation examinations, I

One other point whigh reéhr;§§‘én'explénat10n is tkb
o T N .
matter of‘matriqyiétion ex&minaﬁidﬁs}” Un%il last;Ygar the
syllabus and the examinations were provided by Ehe Victorian
Universities.épd'Schools Examination Board for the Public
Examination Board of South Australia. As some of you know,
the VUSEB has édOpted‘é hew syllabus to take‘effect from

N
this year. The new syllabug is radically different from

the old éne. QUnfbrtunaQely the' teachers. in South Auéttalia
had not been notified about the change until very recently.
Therefore,'althqugh’the‘teachers agree that the 1975 syl-

labus needs changing they/decided that it would be unwise to
. : /7

attempt a change before the 1978 examination. As a result,

¢d

)



retaln theAIg?gzsyllabus 1n matrlculatlon Japanese for the

f f976 examlnagr n, and to have the Un1vers1ty of: Adelalde q:;ﬁ;fjgﬁmﬂf

formed'to be’ln work on a new syllabus._ In short thlS and

fﬂg, ol
f,n Japanese. .

, aI'n the llqht of thl& background we cﬁ characterlze our
pCSltlon as. that of ﬁac1ng challenglng tasks ahead rather“

g;m, S A% o o . o f
’=i” than problems 1n hand‘”

,ﬁa;ffThe relatlonshlp between the Unlvers1ty and the hlgh schools
S g . ‘;;fag
L Now, on the relatlonshlps between the Unlver51ty and the =

';thgh schools, I would llke to make the follow1ng commentsf?,jf"'

- The above mentloned PEB subgect—sub—commlttee whlch has

[ENTE 'S e .

‘;Just been establlshed iss chalred by the Un1vers1ty academlc

1‘1staff and the Examlners are adtlng on behalf of the Unlv-f
'.jérSlty.i Therefore, as far as\the organlzatlon and the 355:;Lfffﬂ‘bii
o f"fstructure of the commlttee are concerned the Unlvers1ty ff?éﬂfu

I
S .

-yappears to control the commlttee. When you look at the com-ﬂ

'fﬁposltlon of the cOmmlttee members, however,égou w1l& reallze ".';_gﬁ
N ]F,the hlgh school teachers are the majorlty é% out of 14)
| We expect,‘therefore, that lﬂ SA whlle the Unlver51ty

\
*
(3




jj$w1ll be demonstratlng leadershlp, the hlgh school teachersiufigjﬁé
*~:H;w1ll be the ones who w1ll play a majqr role in the area dfaigffhﬁﬁ
hﬁplannlng thelr Japanese language pollcy. ” .

-oe

I take the p051t10n that the Unlver51ty currf"la should

o . -.’.‘

f'not necessarlly 1nfluence those of h1gh schools n On the

7contrary we would llke to be flexlble enough to accommodate

fthe needs of the hlgh schools and make?adjustments in ourfi;f{h!f?
hcurrlqula when necessary{“.g_.;fg; ;Pihf;~~{r?lt l;{i:_r?in;i

::;2_ 1 ‘am - confldent that the rel 1onsh1p between the.Unlve;sltyj”
: and the h1gh schools w1ll be based on mutual respect and the |

ah" )
' sp1r1t of cooperatlonwas they are mow.

"'t

,Problems and needs of secondary currlcula

’fwe naturally share the concerns and pr{blems that the hlgh

o schools are fac1ng.ify7-7“A L
& The overall enrolment flgure for Japanese instnuctlon at‘¢

. - A'

”',hlgh schools has been on the 1ncrease as more schools start\
5 Y .

: *ffJapanese programs._ But at the same tlme we. not;ce a great

‘.—a-'_,

Vdrop—off rate from several hundred students at earller years‘fu

v§3of study to a. few dozen matrlculatlon students.i No doubt 1efx”

hould be placed on(}he mono-llngual at~

EERRRRE

“‘%he ultlmate b':

7jffr. program must flnd the 1mmed1ate cause and remedy for the loss'




vt?nce,Acouldn t Ege Japanese 1nstruct;on be moh’

“flncadem1c° E é‘ the empha51s should be‘

B language teachlng th?1d 
D 4

‘“:7.'rt%;e/insﬁead/favourab%e AR

¢1 e’ ébOrjit{::"i

V1t*es Ef;background study'/g Ay




ﬂ;hfﬁagfmqs”-‘eoﬁi db that t e central flgu

- \\hthe soiﬁtl”n of theﬂproblems of teachersy.

W/ adJustmenz to Australlan soc1ety as well as’ handllig Aust—V'»V.”

) [;;frallan students 1n actual classroom 51tuatlon s

Qie'fIt 1s good,to learn that thls year one Australlan teacher
u_-;?ewaigsent by the state Educatlon Department to Japan for a e

'?.year of 1nten51ve study . The non-natlve speakers should be

a
l,/

@

1mprove the quallty of te

"d"

r?“ﬁn success 1n any @

-.‘0

“'1

;y"choel fepresentatlve Mr lehlda spoke éBDUt the
g il

d w1th so I will not dwell

that the natlve speakers(\ -

are m kln% a’dreat_contrlbutlon d sp1te some dlsadvantages TR

-

They should ge glven‘guldance and a551stan§? 1n %aklng an 39;?
,'79' L

Whll retegnlzlng the strengths and advantages of non-f*iffﬂ

f}hatlve splwkers 1n many areas of teachlng we must glve them

snuage ;aqltheir'knowledge about Japahese culture and customs.fﬂ'ﬁ

» . .

&

»A\ . N »
gg;\§P every opportunlty to v151t or llve 1n Japanu They
COENGA R e




courses and summer Lntensrve courses. *jffﬁf'ﬁ””

would beneflx by taking courses in theory and method-f-ﬁq'

1s the one ma1n area in which the Univer51ty could be of

'-f.serv ce to the hlgh sc\;%§~teachers.; Such trainlng

'.gtﬂjcourses should be a part of" curricula_fqr f ture teachers

O*f Japanese. SRR

In summary, then, I feel that 1n S A, opportunitles

"'5aﬁfor 1nteractlon between the secondary schools &nd the -

"*z’and expand 3 ‘fﬂ“*f}j"fg "__,:ifl‘rf ~]gif :§;f N

should also be given ass1st§nce in attendlng refresher dpff‘ﬁﬁ

Both natlve speakers and non—native speakers alike;jhff?:i;hh;

dsviology of Japanese as: a forelgn language., Thls, I belleve,-iff




Untll 1975

the teacﬁlng of Jaganese 1n7
. e P p 4 ;
"“was glven very low prlorlty, so much so th

':'_»g‘..\”vn Y . ',

'f?area where 1t was taught was 1n the north of the:State,

”

f:{‘and thls was due to the effortS¢pf a 1argely self taught

ﬂf person, Mr Jack Glbson. He]g;gan teachlng Japanese at

‘f{the Launceston.Matrlculatlon College, and thls was ex-i”-d

8

' ..fA

~tended to several hlgh schﬁols 1n the area.. He was ' :

‘VQelped for several years oy al tutor from Japan, Mlss

i’ffff(»f:Tanlkawa, but she has 51nce returned.‘gifT7

‘In'l975 Japanese was 1ntroduced at the Unlver51t§

*~f;}of Tasmanla, w1th the app01ntment of Mr Mlyamoto.; At the

’;Lsame 1r}mh I 1ntroduced 1t at the Rosny (Matr1culat10n)~}

,AfoCollege in Hobart.w 1976 has séen the ap901ntment of'
"V-‘hDr Marla Flutsch as Lecturer 1n Japanese at theiUnlver51tyu_

'”ﬂafter Mr Mlyamoto re51gned

Apart from 1ts 1ntroductlon 1nto the Unhvgr51t¥} there
”%aiypeen very llttle encouragement for the expans&on of

vi,fJapanese studles. Buth Mr Glbson and I galned degreeq:;jt%;gi
RS 'an other languages. but de01ded to branch 1nto Japanese'37]f“”
vy ‘
o J:seelng Australla s. 1ncrea51ng 1nvolvement 1n the A51an

vlﬂ?area. wIn my case;\I was obllged to resxgn from the j})‘

hﬁﬁ “ﬂthG




'rTasmanlan Educatlon Deoartment#}n order to complete a

'Q[PQCf.'.”‘:, o o
. TR L ".' _;’.l; /

"degree course w1th a Japanese ma]or at the Australlan:

“Natlonal Un1vers1ty‘] W1th my new quallflcatlons,_lf_" ;‘ff”VKT

“pflexpenses for my efforts._a'

was later greeted w1th open arms by the Educatlon‘

The current s1tuatlon of dw1ndL}ng numbers of students

optlng for languages,'w1th the resultant trend of teachers

f: of the more tradltlonal Europeanrlanguages to protect

i thelr own 1nterests, has not helped the rather dellcate k“’

51tuat14h 1n Tasmanla. At the ngher School Certlflcate

level thlS year, there would be approxlmately l2 students

i studylng Japanese 1n both Hobart and LaunceSton.3'At the

Un1Ver51ty, there are aoprox1mately 25 1n flrst year [~'

‘Ll and lO 1n second year

B

;‘used the Vlctorlan syllabus, whlch does not sult our’

vg Professor Alfonso wlll be the guest soeaker.vfﬂi,f R

However, th1s year we . 1ntend to take several 1n1t1a- S

tlves ,whlch we hope wlfl 1ncrease the status of Japanesetf

' untll now we have

Sel

epartment but there pas no mentlon of relmbursementb,afjﬂ*h*

¢

partlc ar sltuatlon f Secondly, we have olanned a State-““

wlde-semlnar on panese later 1n the year,tat wh1ch

PR

SIS

‘ ‘ “

AA,One”ofLTasmaniaﬁs;mainyproblemsThaslbeen_the‘laCk'of

D




e gfté?éhers}OE'JaUanese.’;HéweVer, thls s1tuation can ;'!‘;‘” e

* .

onlv 1mprove as Japanese becomes establlshed at the Hﬁgff  14.§3j‘
R Unrver51ty and teachers are fed 1nto the educatldn 4”}_ .
svstem., Therefore, we are looklnq fofWard w;th az,]f e

optlmlsm to the expan51on of Japenese teachlng 1nﬂ””

A . . . . v j\-.' i

: Tasmanla”

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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TEACHIVG OF JAPANESE AT WESTERN AUSTRALIAN SECONDARY SCHOOLS

| . " PROBLEMS OF THE CURRICULUM o

K. G. Boston_a,'”

UBACKGROUND,'.'[”_Q S

RS PE The Publlc Examlnatlon System in Western Australla.-

Untll 1975 a dual examlnatlon svstem operated at the
_ flftn and flnal year level 'in Western Australlan sec0ndarj
E 'Zschools.' A Flfth Jear hlgh school student normally sat for
OUflve or six subjects at Leav1ng Level If he had ambltlons";
.'f,to ‘go to“university, he could also c0ncurrently enrol as a S
'fOcandldate in up to four subjects selected from a smaller
' range at’ Matrlculatlon Level . Any sub]ect taken at Matrlcu—'e }.A;i
1:‘:1atlon Level had to be taken also at Leav1ng Level w _nh::t_h.ifif;;

fact the syllabuses for the Leav1ng and Matrlculatlon examft”

"*.1natlons were exactly the same.j The only difference was 1n"

Y B

. the format of the examlnatlons themselv‘
In lQ?S the Leaving and"“wl'culation examlnatlons were.';Sf‘Lfyf
';ﬂabollshed and a new examin‘

tuted 1n thelr place.' Th1s

*,:Adm1ss1ons.Examlnatlon:in

'uexamination~is,used by_all»tertiary@i.stitut}ons inwthe;State; P

*,;as the-érlterlon for determlning entryﬂquallflcatlons.f At - R
yfﬂﬁpresent, the syllabuses and the format of examlnatlons are -f“' 1ﬂ
L ”the same as those formerly used in. the Leav1ng Examlnation.‘.f oF




'“thaooened 1n 1972

'jstatus could not occur untll the Unlverslty of Nestern

: 1n1t1al shortage of qualLfled teachers whlch i ded

2. The Develogment of Japanese. Language at Secondary Level

Jaoanese was added to - the Western Australlad<secondary

-‘currlculum in 1968. ‘It was made avallable as -a subject

«

’ for examlnatlon in- the now defunct Junlor Exawinatlon

.’formerly taken in hlgh school year 3) 1n l969¢_ano was,'

fered for the flrst time as a Leav1ng level subject 1n

-

' 1971 - The uogradlng of Jaoanese to Matrlculatlon level ,3ﬁ;y

-Australla began of erlng courﬁes 1n Jaoanese language. Tbis- .

o /- ' y?" - ,
Much of the early 1mpetus to establish Japanwse w1th1n .

the secondary schools currlculum came from one or two

orlvate schools whlch wlth some outslde suoport, managed tovf JREE

-

recrult teachers from. Japan.: In fact, 1t was probab1y~the

/
/‘-

more raold growth of Japanese 1n the hlgh scho is. Even now

K

the development of’ Japanese language at the secondary leval

| .'lS conflned to only about a dozen hlgh schools,, In 1975 h/:h'

d the total enrolment at all government schools in W A.'was

o

Japanese language study, have almost entlrely abandoned thelr:d”“ 

Y

onogrammes.,t:"wﬁﬂg';g .

about 630 . Unfortunately those orlvate schools Wthh at onet'?,f

n

: tlme had seemed so enthuslastlc about the promotlon of

.
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_ijonsxs ASSOCIATBD WITH THE TEASAING OF JAPANESE IN

SECONDARY SCHOOLS

“here are four maln 1ssues.

1. Studtnt motlvatlon ' f L N o ' , PR
'_2.”_?imetabling classes S IR ;:L ‘i :v‘
'jr“ThebsleahUS'an htextbbooksix“

4. The lenath Of timé spent’ studying Japanese. -
: (N '\ - . .

~ . . . L . - \

1. Student motivation = @ - o e

>

Only a small orooortion~of students who commence'

uaJaoanese in the junlor hlah school c0ntlnue with it 1nto

- the senlor h1Gh sohool ThlS dec11ne xs common to other-v

language subjects -as well and apart from natural wastage,

apgears to be dUE largely to the reductlon of optionsv

Vf avallable to students as- they pass from the junlor 1nto ‘the
‘ ‘dlsenlor hlgh school Languages have acqulred the lmage of

?‘oelng }uxury subjects,_to be discarded 1n faVour of ‘more

academlcallj resoectable ‘subjects, such as sc1ence and the

IR AR Vo
411ke, when the ranoe of optlons is reduced . In fact 1t 1s

e '

-z“suggested that whatever the student's orlglnal motlve 1n

studylng Japanese may have oeen, for many ‘the de0151o? to

‘oersevere Nlth it 1nto the senlor hfgh school is. motlvated

'less oy a sense of achievement in -the language than by a.

.fsense of frustratlon with other more resoectable subjects

¥
.

Jhatever tne truth of thls, there is’ a strong impression
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that some students, ab'least, who take Japanese at

secondary level have never really given much serious
/

. thought o how the study of Japanese w1ll beneflt them.

They tend to drift along wlthout any clear notion of what

..~

1t'means to be able to communicate with people of a differ-

ent culture, and the significénce of that in their own
. ; tuture professional lives;_ back of any;really strong sense .
i%fh of motivation makes the teaching:of a subject like:Japanese‘
S Co very frustratlng for teachers ‘because the successful conduct :

.._

. of each class depends so heavily on the students ,actlve-

partitipation.;v*

Probably the burden of maintalnlng student 1nterest
and keeping students aware of the objectlves of their,
study rests most heav1ly with the teachers.y We at_the
Univers1ty have also trled go‘assistnby regularly‘visiting
schools and wherever possible each year invitingvstudents

:f_i:'(:; to the Univers1ty for Japanese evenings.' hopefully,*there‘
,ﬂlll also be a breakdown in the attitude that ‘look's upon
Japanese as an exotic extra rather than a serious subject

, , b
T for study. In this way many of the able students who re-

s

‘5,;" e luctantly give up Japanese in the belief that it wili not o
look as 1mpressive on thelr record as, - say physics or -
‘,chemistry;.may“be:more-1ncl1ned~to'continue~W1th~1t“at»thew

R

senior level. o




2. Timetabling Classes: : . o
| In Western Australian schools, teachers of Japanese

have five contact hours a week with their-students.

Giv8n the various constraints which the school system

imposes on studenﬁg and staff Sthis is probably about as

much as- could be exoected What worries many teachers,

howvever, is the fact that it is almost 1mooss1ble to get

a sens1ble apportionment of these hours through the week,
. ;'The t;ggtabllng of subjects is, of cOurse, entirely a
school. prerogatlve, and 1nevitabl">1t is the subjects with
the largestrnumber of students that get first preference
when the timetable is_worked out. ‘For Japanese, the ideal

o/

arrangement would be to have the five periods spread out,
one,a day, throughout the week. The Japanese teacher,
however, is usually outnumbered many times by teachers
representlng other subjects and is, therefore, able to
* aooly ‘only llmlted pressure’ on those who frame the t1metablea
As a result he or she must be content with d/far less
than satisfactdry arrangement. At worst this sometimes
'means‘accepting multiple periods lumoed together at the
..beginning.orgend of’the week. These are 1ndeed_/ry1ng
conditions under whlth to expect students to develoo
llﬂgUlSth skllls.

“(

Any alteratlon of thls s1tuatlon w1ll reguire a change
of attltude on the part’of’the schools. This will '

A

probaoly only come about by’ constantlj stress1ng the poxnt




snould be prepared to make some effort to provide con-

.3. The Syllabus and Textbooks:

2 80 o

tgat\long, irregular classroom periods are counter- .

oroductive in the teaching of Japanese (and other

language subjects for that'matter). If a school is

nrevared to invest in the establishment of a Japanese

language programme, it seems appropriate that the school

~ditions conducive to the successful working'of'the

nrogramme.

The present Tertlary ‘Admissions Examlnatlon syllabus
for JaDanese was orlglnally adooted in l97l as the syllabus

for the now abolished Leav1ng Examination. At the time,

.the Japanese Studies Unit at. the Unlverslty of Western

/
Australla ‘was Stlll in 1ts 1nfancy and so the task of com—

piling the syllabus fell almost ent1rely on the staff of

the Western Australian Institute of Techn%iioy. It is' a

falrly detalled document that beglns by de®€ribing the

aims of the Japanese course both in terms. of the immedlate

objectlve of gaining- comoetence in Jaoanese, and the w1der

.objectlve of helplng students to understand Japanese culture

/

“and enrouraglng them to pursue further study of the neoplesw

'of ‘East Asia.. It 1s doubtful however, whether all students

v <
oy

fully apprec1ate these objectlves. " The syllabus goes

on to list: .the structures with whlch the student should

L3S
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be famlllar, and then prescrlbes a- llst of 250 kan]l‘iﬁidﬁ T

AP Whlch students are expected to be able to cognlze"dg 5;
. "“:and wrlte..iFlnally the syllabus concludes w1th detallS<¢;'s
'°f the spoken and ertten examlnatlon formats."‘iﬂ‘_s"‘_{yflg““

R T
Thls sylLabus is presently upder rev1ew by a Syllabus

- ;Commlttée\composed of elevenwperSDns, w1th\xepresentat1ves y»"
ﬁ; n4 from both secondary and tertrary bodles.’ The\majorlty 093

_ﬁt_ TJ»w'represéntatlves arer 1n fact Jfrom the. secondary schools.

f;; hl; Three major 1ssu$sﬁwhlch the Commlttee must. take 1nto f#idn' Q
;?:» ) apcount 1n maklngpltswrev151on are-lv yl sgb, -~_b“:‘;; L :%hyx
f;if ;olL'VThe problem of textbooks,{ddi%ii.f:5-”5y;ﬁ%>1%:y;;l:bq§?£
Eé?il o ii)f_The problem of vocabulary,;sfligﬁiiﬁf;. - |
':-;..ivi;;i;;‘_wan]l | 3 | j !

. 1t

.Zfﬁﬁfl) Textbo%?s.g When the syllabus was flrst drawn__p,

omltted any reference to textbooks., Accordlngly schools¢:f¥i7
£ ERRRY .
were free to experlment w1th whatever tekts they llked

'-.;

. :ﬂ At preSent halffthe schools are usdng the Alfonso BaSIC‘TW .




}?‘ o ; ~5e;;ble Qlﬁh A situatlon ; , » .
o :;éeﬂts are. belng used. Inev1tably in some of. the text*lr :
'e ‘ Eeoooks, materlal whlch 1s7prescfi ed by the syllabuéﬂ&fts
’%:f “fﬁﬁl usandw1ched betweeg materiah~wh1chlgs not re@ ~wd to be

1;forced;tq dec1dﬁfwhethé¥mto\ﬁo aﬁbad and 1ntroduce the‘

,or rewrlte some of the lessons..

\no“agreement amongstateachers about the sultabillt of the :3§'f

untll ‘a. flnal dec1sio'

W

e SO r‘-




3;““ L o
N o
@"a":‘ iy
.‘)"‘f;'{"rv .
N N
-
' resoonslble for settlng the examlnatlon paperwhavé
| ayolded,lncludypgvvocabulary which is not foqnd in’
o theivarious textbooks‘beingwused in'ahe,sbhools.- ThlS .
N “ . . : % (S /. . . s
o ‘can be a frogtrating exerc1seFfor the exaM1ners because
' lt means that effectlvely they are llmited to the rather
. narrow. rgnge of vocaburar%pthat 1s commoh to all th? o
: e ' S
: .-textbooks. I Ph R o \ o - -
' S L : e

. 'i:'u:" [4 L 15

EE

The Japanese Syllabus Commlttee 15 currently ad‘kess-*l .

”;14_1,'1ng 1tself to thlS problem and is g1v1ng serlous ‘con- y,~f'*_h~f

slderatrbn to. follow&ng the Vlctorla‘u!xamplejof speci—.~ . ji;{

ylng/vocabulary,exollc1tly in the syllabus.;,Although

“ﬁﬁhls may well place the responS1bllity'km the teacher to'ﬁh;g;ﬂgi

1ntrodu§§wvwé%bulary”otherwxse not found 1n the textbook,

| 1t Wlll at least remove many of the qgcer aintles &pherent

t"‘-

“in the present system._1§t is llkely also that the fl.

Commlttee w1dl dacligwtb cOntlnue the practlce of spec1-ﬂs7

,_‘ﬂ

'Kﬁfﬁibh:;fY1ng the range of . t cs with which students should be-yxflr

'ﬁconversant, alﬁ&ough the toplCS may not necessarily be f?n~&ﬂtfﬁ¢
j 6xactly the same as}those 1n the present syllabus.:.}f’-~;wq
'jgigiii)f Kanjl.~_1t 1sf

jJapanese belleve 1ti

ltroduction to theif ‘Wﬁfiyjf The present syllabus

‘ prescr1bes_250 highffrequency:Charactefs 'iThlS may notlr_”

v
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7(%

¢ N J .
J Y

ao earkto be a:particularly'burdensome load, but = -,
'expegience of marking examination.papers suggests that
'the average student cahnot recognize, let alone reproduce, o

,v(_w,.anything approaching the total“number. This is indeed a.

‘~0itj because the time the student exnends memorizing those'u‘“

| ‘%Jkanjl whigh he later forgets might well be used more
o e SRR A e
R ,"fruitfully reinforCing lingu1sti% skills which are of

/1;;0 Y

'more 1mmed1ate practical value., The Committee 1s;

vu

iitnerefore, cons1der1ng ‘a reV1sion of the prescribed kanji.y.”h
H;-\Lg
)n\k

'This w1ll probablxﬁentail a reduction in the number of
eadlngs tovfhri

':hkanji as well as exact 9oec1f1cation of the'

. :be learnt in assoc1ation w1th each charact“r. :'f4ff»w{ff:u
'1;13,"”' : B e N S

R The Length of Time Soent Study;ng Japanese at High
School . e ,

..‘%

move to lower the_ige at which students may co h
Cegs o : :

~ language study 1n West Australian schdbls.;-‘

-”ﬂ’gtudent could commence studying Japanese only from his

.'f'second year at high school In 1974 several schools madéjﬂ:
j!i - , ‘ » . L AT

1 '.-h*'_f




will fall into three_distinct categorles-“those who

g

'Instead it employs the system of fixed proportions

:‘:é o have had four years' study,,those who have had f1ve ,,f‘ s

‘p. . years' tudy and th0se who have had six years' qtudy,;#.

fx _ .fIn Dassing, it should be mentipned that the'Tertiary B

_:f L ‘ AdmiSSions Examination does hot rank students A B, C;d‘ _
_‘.y ‘or D according to the actual marks they receive. '

<

; whereby it is ‘the student's mark in comparison with .
‘ eives. Under~an B
- A &
studied for six years. Although Phe £ r‘y b student A
' P G s
.0 the'subject, ) ST
still find lt very difiic&%ﬁ to obtain hlgher .Hﬁi
B E

.pla‘e hun in ﬁne j he lower grades.,}flﬁv i :'L"Q.;_ :
.: Q\ 4,\ '/ e BN 2 ’ i SRR
- On solutien tgé@@}s pfoblem would be for the peniod

L
o

.‘E'%smo

: (_I-_v

-t

- . ]

ol .l
s,_g_._q f'f




ools, however.: They would argue that their teaching

1?grammes ‘should not be organized around ﬁ&e needs of

« a public examination syst ' espeCially since statistics R
show that\only a small pro ortion of students who enter

;‘ik\", ‘ high SChool actually sit for the‘Tertiary Admissions .
' Examinations. 4 : . L j' v

o)

-

An alternative would be to devise some - way of taking

into accOunt when allotting marks, ‘the period a student
» o wy ‘
had s*udied, 'so as to eliminate ‘some of the bias in

N

'\‘ - favour of those who had studied the longest. This idea, "'K,%

i'iv :"_-. However, would. be unlikely to. find favour with the Public; o

| ,Examinations Boarhﬁhainly becguse of the difficulty in. ff"f,'g
‘Ea%, @rriving at’ a’formula for dete%mining the rfTativeRvalue R
| qﬁ fou;;“five, or. s1x years‘.study‘ B ’ '

.EJAas A neater 501u€§on might, in fact, be to remove Japanese ]ifo
5(and other languade }Qcts) from the fixed proportion

ro some VerSion of the old system.‘t

b

-~ L » W, -~

system and return thcaqr

' This - would have gpoth advantage in” that it would zﬁi'if";;f

R ;eliminate distortions resultingrfrom‘the small gsmber of
”'\ ’ ». g ‘ &
' ' 1 candidatesU haVing native spe':

er ?r near-natiVeiqgegker

abfift?% who s@ke the examing’&Pn eaéh yaar
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' Several problems remain to be soiyed,‘hQWever;-before‘ ‘
ﬁg?ﬁf~ a trnly satisféﬁtorylprogramme is devised. Perhaps,

_the's;nqléfgreatest prob}em is that created by the com~' ) o
peting interests.of theigecondary schools and tertlgly. ' Q‘
4?‘1 'institutions;‘ From the tertlary point of v1ew it would
*<;”’i‘be deslrable to see a coordinated programme that enabled
“;sstudents to sS smoothly from the primary, through the

o secondary and on to the tertiary level : The.secondary

& . g
schools feel, however,_that whlle they‘shpuld tontinue to _*{

o b , N :
: . ..‘seek“guf'anCe“from“the tertiary-bodies‘on the contents of =,

) -thelr courses, thF way these courses. are[offe-ed and ’:' __;; f_f
_,;pyesented should behlargely indenendent ot\fcxtiary A :‘?yﬂi
_ey¢0nside;ations.‘y :‘ g } . - ‘}' . AR . o e

} “ Lof.these problems, however,'we beigeye-it 1s.i;iﬁ
- ﬂf i’ Y Japanese has cont1nued‘%p attr‘tt an
'tﬁ : ‘ : Tr of students, at’least at th Jnnlor .
5, sct 54Qd‘f“‘\;“": 1me when‘language study generally 1s‘

Y "

"'on the decllne 1n sed@Qd‘ky schools.-thls suggesZ? tha “” ¢d}iﬂj:%
t at last the communlty 1s béglnning to show a rial awareness& ,é
of the one country about whlch ustralians probably need ‘ﬁ_ﬂ-f”g
| a . N/ e
to know mdst.~ RS o EE
= - ; O e el
. - s > ‘ e o
V- | , A
4 '. . v_ K /M" : . - N
Lo TR
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A STATEMENT ON THE JAPANEéF HIGH SCHOOL
TEXTBOOK PROJECT

. " ‘ S-. Pulvers R
* ) - | A

1. Aims of the roject . and the hllosoph behlnd it
s P 3 ne p bA
~r

St

>

4

53 The quh School Textbook Project aims to. glve students

' aged twelve and upwards,apprOprlate material to work w;th -

‘ h co ’ . ’
materla] %hlch 1is de51gned for them and takes into consid-

L3

\ . : r’ - K .
-~ eratloﬁaihelr térests and dally llfe.

In preparlnq this materlal, an effort has bee%\made to

e,

relate the 1anquage more closely to the dally égnvg;aatlon

a

. of students of that age, SOs that they«are saYang thlngs thch
s
are mean1ngfu1 to them, rather than exotrc,fand can converse

A N
Ry

’~about thair day to-day llfe, e. g;,901ng shopp1ng,_sw1mm1 g%.ﬂ‘-a

‘ B . ,‘

wﬁ%fllms, tofsports eveﬁts, and the 11ke. o t@ffg ‘Q . ff’
',{:wﬁk P
- _ﬁ&mhls

e .
,.4

be,lllustrateé\by the empha51s, 1n the'"Say

t You Want ‘to Say“ sectlon of the unlts, on the selk;ng*
S S

of true th;Qgs ’F%lngs,whlch'have actually happensd to th

studentsi—‘that 1s,/encourag1nq them to apply the 1anguag§
i :,_v *:r=- L
rb‘to thelr owgﬂggges, rot’ 51mp1y to use 1t to make up st

u

1:far removed S

' may be Qi1



- .
. 2] . M * RN | '
. ; N o
.. ; . .
. .

. constructions to gituations. ,An example miyht be'the

. . . . \ R . .‘..'

‘introdqction'of —Gﬁtg,fWhan.something;so occupies your . A S

~ | 90 '
O . 4 ‘

e .
e . -

‘ ) .
mind that~you do not care about other thlngs...When you are

hungry or thirsty all you thlnk of’&s something to eat or A

.k;drinkm*;ﬁ- In caa?§ llke these you have to use‘the partlcle ; .m‘/

- -%4...Use -4 after the th1ngs you want or need or wh;ch oc-

cupy .your ‘mind at the moment." - . B

-

_,/
In~relat1ng the language to familiar 51tuatlons and to"

A i
\ A a
whatﬂstudents would want to say in ceitaln sltuatlons,,we

[y

‘Q ' hope they w1ll t get bogged down in grammatlcal termlnology

whlch thev haJ“‘fteJ pot even ledrned in Engllsh and whlch
' L)

51mply gives: an added(load (This is obv1ously a dlfflcult

approach for te\ﬁhers who have themselves been brought up onil

grammar )r y’ B 7 1 o ”i' e ";_Qi‘hy
The»grammar is there, of course“ but: it 15 presented un— R

~

‘obtru51vely and 1n charts Wthh attemot to hlghllght the

‘mELQ;;OInt of the~part1cular unia\but not\to dlscourage o _l‘ﬂ'.,ff
d

s
stu ts by 1ntroduc1ng‘evef?:poss1ble~varlant rlght :§hy""'y

- . L d . ) Pl
The maln cr1terlon used for grammar is naturalness-g we try o
'gf“tq qlve them what they need most to talk The‘%ook seeks to

[a ¢
R RN \ '
-ydg'_:be ﬂynumzc (let them say what they axe d01ng, where they aref‘

(;'

R figorng) and not 9* t ~(théfﬁThls i a'book"—style)‘u‘fw - gdt”ff

The layout in the completed text w1ll help ‘to" re1nforceiu57'"

e A \ RS . .
the maln p01nt by the use of dlfferent types, 1llus€rat1ve e L

PR




L
91 ‘
-,fgovicos_and symbols‘in the boxes around the new pattegns.

With .this approach, we hope to get the students to speak |

»
Japancsc ds to discover tha} at an early staqe and with

9

even a limited vocabulary, they-cﬁ”\aommunicate and "Say

~’ﬂj .thlnqs they would like to say". )
c) In ordet to achieve these a1ms, we have found 1t ‘neces-
qary to concentrate on mean;anul language and allow the cul~ -
tura;wmaterlal that obv1onsly accompanles language, take 'lﬁ
‘second.place. This does not mean . t no-attempt w111 be‘
made to introduce students ‘to Japagsfe culture, but that.lt .
will be done gradualfi} 1nte9rated 1nto the languaqe teach;herh
o ;ather‘than 1nserted as "flller | Should ‘teachers prefer to iq“-siv

1ntroduce cultural mater1a1 .more often ang 1n lafber doses"’

! et q

~k&to take a break frOm thé actd’l language teach1ng’~ it wbuld ‘%f

'be 1eft to the1r d1scretlon and 1magln€%1on.' The teachlng of

B -the language is the main concern of this project,»and there—'
"?_f'_fore cultural mater1a1 w1ll,be 1ntroduced only when thls can

‘be done naturally .as part of the laﬂghage &earnlng exoerlence.mw'

'.*ALso ‘we dre aware of the danger of .too much'"filler" flnding

- - . v ‘
 its’ wayLlntg such a~ book.fn' , ”_’,j\

There w111 howevewb‘ '
‘}J,fyvpanynthe.actual text‘
'f{ﬁiwfpossiBIY'qames}getcrf

fjﬁ“\' 1nforce the languaqe

.t

v*x/
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T Note: In c."(.mmmicatzinq with the students through the text, Dr Alfonso

has a very personal approach: he tries to speak directly to them in

a personal way, as he does very sucdessfully in teaching in a face-to-face,

situation. We have found some objection to this on the part of teachers,
who feel that it is up to them to add the personal,touch to the teaching
and that their autonomy is beinqg .infringed. This Lof course, hds not
Jeen the iptention. But because of such a reaction, we have found it-

. advisaple- TS streamline the text somewhat, especially the instructions,

and to make 1t more straightforward and more impersonal - not without
some reqrets, I might add, as this approaches more the typical, sterile
“textbook one all too often fihds and of a kind we wished to avoid. "We
recognize, however, that it is extremely difficult to put across the
personal approach on the printed page, and it easily leads to misunder-
standing - feelings on the part of students of being talked down to, or
or. the part of teachers, of beingold what to do. : o

At the same time, we fepl very sttongly that the book must be able to
s‘t;md on 1ts own ¢ with oft without the ideal teacher.

A teacher's manual will be ready by the time the first

volume is° published. ” SN
2. - Revision .

P

“’ When we revised the original trial material for the first
. o . r .

'year, the feedback received th’rou‘q’h -teach,é'r; evaluation forms

Was. ta.k“le'gr; .very ,L']Ch fnto considera'tion." Thi:s‘;is a nat;_i'ona_;lb
¢ "pro.jectllno‘: o*y ,én A_.NU.p'r’oje,c't, ivn" the sense that t_;aché;-s- o
\ all 6ve_~t‘ the country élf&? ,i{nvolzvgd-i-in it, .'ev_.en‘ though the x;at-.

gurial is wqriked out At ANU. , - .

" Heavy. units have 'kﬁeeri_' br’o_keily. r:\,"v._-vp%p;ecaiéjlly‘.'J'."n“"'t’h'e ‘e'a‘rly‘
| stages o'fv""t.f'x(:e‘ bo,6k....<<nhe ‘re'\su.l»t is ‘T:h;:ty. Lilf)iths in the first-
year-voume. % : T

- Each unit takes one or two points of grammar at a tfme, .

R e, ; o ‘
§ ‘* building up cgmp}et‘enpe gradually. -We do not want to-_ox{e_rlord.

. Lol S e o
“ ' students. . Where this still occ_\.ﬁ, it is unintentional.

¢ » . - . o #

L~

B R R A £ht - U ST RSO SR IR A T &
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.

There are likely to be four volumes dealing with dev~-

“ opment of grammar; based on future QrperlenCt and feedback * .
' A
there mny be a fifth, which would b%.ba51cally a reader.

Volume two and gﬁﬁ?equent ones wlll,not beitrialled as we ,

".‘ "
‘ LX% ‘u

S hdve'suff1c1bht dnfprmatlon from the flrst year to ‘give us)

e, W
a ba31c idea ot what works and what does not. ) .

i

. v} ' ' ‘ .
R AN Readlng_and wr1t1n9 ‘ '

Hiragana 1is not 1ntroduced until Unit 21, \fnd then start-
N e s
ing as Lesson l from the back of the book. ﬁbe-idea is that

the students should not have to learn to read anything they

dp notuunderstand, ‘ |
& ‘!!i‘ragana will be QQm;_)letely 'introduced by Lesson 20 (Unit
40)~ After th&s, kanjf are'antroduced. In'the_early stageg
we are veryxcoﬁsciousvof pictorial characters and want to

-

- use them as much as, p0351ble because of the age level of the

studentsr‘ From Lesson 20 onwards, there %111 be a closer
\ -
relatlonshlp between\unlts of grammar and 1essons in reading

}
Romanlzatlon 1s used slmply as a tbol because, ‘

%
[

ng . follows knowledge, it is faSter. L . v

SR

Katakana will no; bemtaughtxlnvthe same wi? as hzragana,‘”g

o

but alonq with kangz and- 1ntroduced alWays in: words as they

\ \
appear, not in a. formal way as, w1th hzragana (1t;would ‘be
g

unnatural for the students to have to read entlre texts 1n

. a A A
"“ ’ A
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. A \ K .
. 5. Level of aLhievement -

-0 4

Fitavana) . When foreign loan words are introduced before

beina lgarnéd, they are written in English and in quotation

marks. ‘The recagson for this approach to katakana is to give
students a feeling of what Laotakana is all about (as, for

instance, italics in qulish).

3. Tapes

Two types have been considered and tried:
{i) straight or pedagogical- tapes (easy and cheap)
(ii), radio program style with distractors and sound

cffects., oy
-+

Reaction to the latter has,varied greatly; ser~teachers l1Jke
them very much, and others.gind them difficult'to use. Th
team prefers the.latter‘type because distractors are useful
and this is how students will hear the language. It negerv

appears in\a sterile and antiseptic environment; ' outside

sounds bring realism into the language.

Thls is 1 p0551b1e to flx at the outset We prefer to

take 1nto accgunt the students themselves and how much tge

v
can master yh a certain time. Therefore, we would not set up

2 priori a given. number of characters or vocabular to be!’
: : g v

14

v o=

mastered. We would want to conszder the amount students ean
. . e
master and the type of. students we haVe, rather,thak what has

previously been set down as cr1ter1a for achievement in Japan-

ese at the end of a high school <¢ourse.. ]

coe

a

VY

»ﬂ

g
‘d’



.!."\I‘N‘Hl"u’l" LANGUAGE TEACHING IN JADPAN

o

\ \W ' ', Koide

'lnteqn:tlonnl Christian Unlverslty\

Betore the Second World war, there were very few instit-

b »

ntions in Japan whoro Japaneqe was thught as a forelqn lanquage.

.

There was one institution étudbnts from abroad malnly from

e ’an“ - . * .
China, who w1sh cd to ente nese unlver51t1e , one for mis-

~

$ionaries, and one forfgiJ ats Learners of Japanese were

e lelted tg\ﬂEOpl needdng Jaganese as’ studtnts, scholars,

m1951onar1es, dlplomabsbﬂmp re51ded in Japan“at least for

several years.

Durlng the war, practically no Japanese teachlng was done.

Just after the end of the war, the U. S.,Department of State

'Forelgn Service Japanese Langu ge Institute was_reopened in. -

. .

v 1946 or 1947. In 1948, the Tekyo School of Japanese Langu_ag‘e.'
(Naganuma School) was opefed. In 1953, I.C.U. began its in-.

ten51ve Japanese Course, which was given the first untyer31ty

-

’ 'gredlt in Japan.‘ Slnce°then, the number of 1nst1tutlons

teachlng Japanese has;g{adually increased. ~Nihongo Kyoowku

no uabqoo, ”Outlane of feachlng Japanese as a Forngn Language

1

A edlted by the Bunkachoo (Bureau of Cultural Affalr }d%PSO,

! o o .

P




l“l;f*'~3-ff_:" j a'-};wl“'v;ﬁ, T ‘ﬁ S :a? S IREEN
1 (glves some étatlstlcal dfa, 1nclud1xxg detalls of 1nst1t-
| utlons where Japanese is tauqht teacher—-tralnmg programmes
@nd semlnars m Japanese, a‘nd,related or.ganlsatlons. Some
.:'_‘ SR R ‘
Facts taken from the s.ummary of thls book wlll be lnagpduced

e e e TR e N e .

1973 o, of 1975
Students) -

(NO; of

7 Casy
5!(1887) ;




. \
i . |

Tﬁ;fﬁﬂ~ﬁ Theré is only one, state univer51ty Offerlnq an. elememtary

o f course (approxxmately one-year full tlme tralnlng), whilb %
| there are 13 prlvaté unxversxtles,_; ¢_* SR ~ ,l.“_ ﬂ.7 _
'R;g_jn Thlrteen state and 7 grlvate PnlveF31t1es offer JapaneSef. '

-

as supplementary work wlth credlts, whlle 9 state and Zf_f ijﬁ,i4’uv
'li“ pr1Vate uﬁlversmtles ofﬁ;r 1t w1thout credlts. .‘  'Q;Eﬂz“V

Y0u~can now see ‘that, out of qulte a few unlver51t1es, oply

e \
';;a handful offer Japanese;- HoweVer,»Ehe number has been 1n~.;;

s I A : :.'._. ‘1' N .}\- » - '.‘,E
’creaS#hg,fespeglaldy mn qhe last severa1 years. B N S
/‘ R P : L el G e T e
. : , t

Students (aS?lnuFebruary 1§7&) _f.‘jg:=,“';*°ﬂ«’:ﬁ.[if"”"

A51a G 193 (China 853 Japan 496, Talwan 438 VLetnam 29&/
O Korea 267) BT ‘ .

, fNorth Amerlca ﬁ 914 (U S A 4770)
.,;fcentral & South Amerlca 98 (Brazll 40) ey
’Europe 1 280 (Fr%nce 376 Eng}and 265 Germany,;”" L




",fcan plck up any matexla;g ~¥1t1ng the students" terests

-jhave-to selecf'aecprdinq to thz stud’nts' pim, age. level,
-

- time avallable, etc,u We alwajg hav to mmke some modlflc—

atlon._ e T // . ";/' ({ . /

We qeed specmal consideEaflon i%oﬁreSGn%iﬁg-vocabdﬁaty
_ ‘ ; |

.

-

S . pretty Qell covefed..

b

'iﬁBre eﬁflclently; whereas gqammar,

We have very few materlqés at he 1ntérmedlate leqel

! /
o

nOne satlsfactory We have to pr duce somethanm cateful-y

-

“j.selected and qraded or : the lntr‘ductlon to readlné B
, BRI "'.

T wbuld‘nﬁt erry éoo much abo E'the advanced level ]We

H

e them thh sd@e sort of annoﬁatlonf,pdug'ﬂ

&' .

"3ﬂand aims.‘ We cén

¥ (3

o “ .

av”"been ma;nly'cf ce;ned ;
:Net ‘much -has bee’ ‘done .:i:"




- : . , ) S / !

C e e .
. -

tralnlng 1n pronunc1atlon, lnéludlng accent patterns, T‘

: ‘fmﬁ,, r vt o e
. whlch makes future study much easier. Ba51é Brammar} T "//
| - \ | s v o y : /{ .
‘f(sentence patterns) should be covered with wel}—seledted ((}/'

vocabulary ‘and cheracters. Stylist;c differenoes/should

not be forgotten, but presented at the séme time. Teachers'

1n Japan have more or less reached agreement that it 1s better N
- ‘ A o ‘ --ﬁ“
T not to use roomagt, but to take: dp the Japanese wrxtlng sys- '

?:'[‘§. tem from the'beglnnlng Hzragana helps-students to grasp
the cqﬂcépt of haku mora“) wh1ch is very lmportant ;n

_ Japanese._ The minlmum sound un1t ﬁor us is. ka, kz, ku, ke,
¢ K S

“ﬁﬁ;ko, rather than k a,.k; z,,..,/tte/ and /itte/, /kanu/ an% *ff;
T R L
”konna are\hard when we use room“gz.' On the other hand, the‘
. _3:_,. B A R . > .

s

‘use of r00magz sometxmes leads to m1sprdnunc1ation, such as .

that of (r) and'hinders the developme‘k of vocabulary ln

; ( %

3;?‘1 Japanese where kangz play a great role. There mlght be some

«
u\x

;ﬂ_fT‘T Value 1n the use: of poomu'z as a sort of symbol to explaln :ﬁ;f"

the paradlgms of verbs, e'c. We should remember,_however“ ‘

*

The use of roomagz cannot be learned automatlca}ly. 1ttpi,,

would take some tlme to,learn 1t However, onCe 1t has been

o-m0ve away from.lt and switchfto ;




e I would/say htruqana can be presented wlth prOnun-

S

.ciation drllls*‘ After a&l hzraqana is not dlfflcult at -

A »

kmalf. Characters are a dxfferent matter.'_Itis nct easy_ : .

Co

.i.f to learn them. Therefore, ‘bne must be careful that a.
. .

ﬁ; . ‘-‘ reaspnable amount be presented ' G1V1ng too much at once

i ‘fl just reSults in dlscouraglng students : The best way to

learn charabters is to be;exposed to them ‘as: much as pOS-
A o \-t,i o . : ;
. o 51ble.A There 1s no sensn in postponlng teachlng them The |

ﬂ"sooner they are 1ntroduced the moretchance students,have'of‘

) 1} N

g;‘ | “being ekposed to them. ;' o ;'ﬁ ¥ﬂ .

?lﬁﬁa":hy Students in Japan are always ‘exposed to Japanese.wrltlnd,

; and.cannot get along w1thout learnlng 1t As a matter of \;b:‘
) ,":féétngstudents enjoy learnlnq and f1nd 1t a challenge.‘gjaew{;

?}fdi»f7:situatibn here could be" dlfferent . | ‘ o

P

Characters as well as vocabuLary,must be glven in con-_j

text, not separated from sentenCe structures, The selectlon'

..;fshould be based on students needs., we should be flexlble

‘.., . »

“73‘1n thlS matter. For 1nstance, for I C U-LStUde"ts' lt'ls

essential to learn the characters for "Mltakai;
. . ‘
Kirlsutokyoo”Dalgaku"' but lt may not be 50 for students

*l,here 1n Australla.*-Even though yow»use the same text@bok,

tand "Kokusa1

0




v.," Tee‘chers. , g C o _ " ‘ - g
As I said before, more materlals and,more barled

- methqu have been produced. However, even the best mat—
. L. ‘\ 3. )
2 }f'u erlal will not be succeasful wlthout a good teaoher . T,
oo 4

In‘Japan, unt11 recently,_the teaching of Japanese hag

not been 'establlshed' as a’ professiOnal fléld (The Slt-

- uatxdn here could be dlfferent )} Until about ten years ago,

.|

whenever i sald I was teaching Nzhongo (Japanese as a forexgn

-

*"» language) I was asked,'"Kokugo (Japanese as’ a native 1anguage)
desu ka I had to, take tlme tg’ explain the dlfference bee- ,\h

?5‘, ween the“teachlng_of Nth@ngo and of Kokugb, but 1. was never }:;
- 4 . N
* sure . 1f I had succeeded in maklng it clear.;-r-; V"H;wf-f-,;uv~j~+*%

Com . ] t

. - When we started teachxng’Japanese at T, C U. in 1953, wevi
'";4'“1 . Ty

had considerable dlfflculty in- flndlng quallfled te chers,_ L 3

‘so we started our own teacher-tralning programme at I C u.

'1";_-1n 1956 to buxld up Sur own staff .tv‘4h .L'. f*“> ’ '_’ .

oy i s

At present, there are severalllnstltutions offerlng

S

:teacher tralnlng ProqrammeSa ‘gyﬂ

© Institutions © Nat:ure o Started . Number of students
'f:fﬂdQK>Un1ver51ty 'o~ T IR o 31j”’hje s

for Foreign Stuches MA. 1975 ~7.(37Jap,, 4. ae) e
__ po T, A .. 1968 12030 anly. mn..Jap ). ce
cmatniwrsy WA 02 Govepanse

Lt o CBAL . 190 _ - about 30 (both Jap.,& non-Jap }

. ._:‘:7\_ “ | - one—year 1971 v_ 10 (speelél students') e




e Ut

| Instltut.xorﬁ B Nature Started Nmber of studgnts , '
+  Keio Intgmational Genter  two-year” 1972 .20' " '
Daito Bunka University —  two-year 1971 - -several -

. seda University one-year - 15<25 _ -
- a Jonan Women's - ; ,' S , - B o oy
16r (bllege ;- one-year 1971 15~-20 ' r -
Asahi Culture Cenfer . 24 hours' 1974 40 per course
<o B wr vt X 1Q courses
Aoyama Gakuin University 3 hours x 1975 20 ’ e o
©Osaka YWEA T . 2hoursx 1969 T 50 S |
‘ P LTt . 1% ye L
D *+ Takushoku -University "4 hourd x. .
L ' . 3 . : ) ‘. . 24 Weks - _ . R
s . IR - SO _
Hobe YWCA AR years "~ 1973 © 507 - Ly
‘ Waseda Dniversity | -~ - Iweek . 1964  ° 100- . ‘- a
. Natiorial Lbnquage Research L SR / ' o
\ ¢ jnstitute(Kokuritsu 1 week .. 1965 7 160 each in-Tokyo and S
‘ PRSI o / Osaka per year R T
S "?f' Tokyo School of Japanese . lweek 1956 80 |

> -

Nxsh:.o Gmup S e Ctwice a - 1973 - 3-10 .
RIS .‘ - week for a o v
o dapan F‘oundat:ign E o : R . o b ;4' IR B
© ) for Japangse ' 9 hours X 71973 .50 s o .

) for téacher"sfrcm. 1 month 1973 . about 20 .« .
-3 ;or merit students _ 2‘w'eeks -‘11973. T3 LTy S
 from abroad | ", e e T \ q»-'
‘ P
o Teachers mast bé’ professlonally ltraimd* Natlve and: rm—natlve teachers ,r' '
BEER st oo-operate.. Both st ‘be tramed andmst cont.mue to’ be tra.med,\

o . As, I said befbre, there had been very few profess:wnally .
' tra.med teachers.v However, récently tpe teachlng of Japanesé
ST T et




.
~

i'About 20 have completed the progrémme already..'
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A
. ' .
. .
i, : .
. r

is at!racting a lot of people. I will give an example.

'The Asahi Cultural Centfr was opened in 1974, with many {

courges ranqlng from lecture courses 1n literahure and

phllosophy fc-courses in flower arrangement dancxng, aing- .

inq, yoga, etc.. when I suggested thé inclusion of Japanese

Sy .
courses and teacher-trainlng programmes 1n§Uapanese, the =~ .

ordanlsers were ratherxdoubtful whether these courses would

attract enough people,. When we- advertlsed them, however, all

i

cours®es 'in teacher-tralning were fllled in one day, much

. sooner than any other courses. There were long waitinq lxsts.

-

J o
Japanese courses. have,also gradually expanded Now there

are six. levels'in Intensive Japanese and ‘two levels in Elem-f"*

entary Japanese. The, students, totalllng more-than 90, are

"fearnest. This”’ 1s rather remarkable.

c) subsxdlary research -on teachlng Japanesev'

. e

~ . . . .

. . .
-0

VI. Rélaﬁed'brganisations R oy

Bunkachoa -'Kakugo ka (Japanese Section, Buneau of
Cultural Affalrs) engages ;n the follow1ng act1v1t1es-'

a) the Commlttee to 1mprove the teaching of Japanese

"’)\‘ RS
i i@ 4
,;;‘,f'\‘f : ' . . .

b)-survey on teachlng Japanese CER

v

i.- research grants-to some institutions (1.C. U.,‘
.Waseda, and Toky'o School of Japapese Language
v were given grants in 1975) TN v

'ii;“holdlng dlSCUSSlon meetzngs on teaching-Japanese )

o o e ) .

.

. R e ) . o 1 I A o B - o
. R RV Y T
N « Lt . . . .o B
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d) holding coordinatiiky meetings of institutions |

!

. . . ‘_ - - . ) R (‘ i
©) giving .academic or technical advice,

T S DVETERYSY Fokqu anknuufd_- N hgn;o Auvurlu-?u (Jap5n4

- ,
g Division,.Nnttonal Lanquege Research Institutea

. S qunedrson he;ps tedchers of Japanose,’ﬂepecially .

. . Co L . - . N
in the. followanq items: LI o

1) send inmg ma{erlalq abroad . ) N R
2] sbn lns pnrsonnel abroad. Useful assistance can take the .
’ | * . ] :
N C L aees . . ’ . '’

form Of i) s'pec'iar'lists'in “a pariicuxar“area, '1i) teacher- ..

rraxnan, xxx) young teachers to teach skxl)s themselves and
- R
‘to’ work with non—Japanese teachers. STy

' ¢
.antnqo ~yOOLku uakka* (Soc1ety for Teaching Japanese)

L o “

has approxlmately 1,000 members, and publlshes ‘a perlodical

»3 tqmes a yeaﬁ@wwfth a c1rcu1atlon of 2, 000 Each issh@ has

~
.

a spec;al feature.:' ' o ,; . S ‘e

e '

VIi I was very encouraged to meet so, many teachers here.

We can do a lot together. Native and non—natxve teachers - J:
have to work together. Let s not follow the example of:sf
. .

)

deachlng Engllsh 1n Japan, in wh1ch ‘we wasted a lot of time

and energy by not. u51ng natlve-Engllsh teachers wlsely and

ar

not havxng good coordlnatlon between high schools and UDIV* .

“ Vo .
er51txes. S e o : :
N R . VRN N ) a
! ] ) PR o .
. . - ~ :
L 4 - [P
. - I o e o« A
. R DA ¢ ) .
. ’ . B T - : '
< PR AN . IO}N( ‘ . : "t . .
B . . . PO 3 u Sl
i : ST A 3 ‘ 4
'$~ ' Vﬁ.ﬁ;_ ‘- - » i
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- LANGUAGE TEACHING IN THE U.S.A.: THE CORNELL PARADIGM

LY
Y } .
. - -

LA ' Bleanor H. Jorden

- ) , ' Cornell Univerlity ' ,l

xt is a great pleaaure for me to bo here today, and

-

: to have, téis Opportunlty to- apeak to you.” This -~ my

. fzrat trip to Au:Eralia - is providzng me. with 1nva1uable

I4

new 1nsigh§5 end new contacts in the field"I &m most

interested in, and I am very grateful to you for this

- ?‘J L
" privilege.- R “«’ '

. [ I —
N g
-

) .' Given my topxc - Japanese Language Teaching in: America»-
I must confess somé. difficulty‘in knowing where to beqinna

\ 1 do knqw where I w;ll end, 1. e. thh a\eiscussion of our

JApanese 1anguage program et Cornell, si ce this is one I
i J

‘am able to cuss WLth confxdence, and 1A\does ‘have some"

spec1a1 features which may be of 1nterest ﬁp yog -

. - N .
- ( . . h] .. .
. < ~ . ) 1 ' B o d .
. . ) - \ .

:'ff \_Ept tor return to - the beginning, let me say . thax Japan-e"
ese 1anquage t:alning at the university.level 13 very much
%11ve 1n Amérrca today. I know of no major universlty that

| 0 does not qxther itself offertJhpanese 1anquage lnstructxon,?f
or.prov1de it through ;pecxflc arfangements wlth a nelgh- N

,*fﬁ_ bourlng 1nst1tution. However, this appiles to the

- . . ~ L. f

S : s S . A -~ . St
- _f‘._l-".,' s L -,LOb




v b * - e . l 0 6 ‘(‘\

\ Lo ' . ’ .

- ) t . . . .’./ ' L7 o T n .
undergraduate and polt-graduatomlevelu of inatruction

The Jituation 18 very difgﬂfént ‘at the’ high l!ﬁool level.

WN110 high nChool J;pﬁnele is ,not unuﬁuul in HQ\&II or . o .
/ T '
t he WQst‘ygnst “it is still axtrpmely rare in othdr parts

of Amexica. e

a4 . .
L ] > . . . 7
Pd . R

The university prdérqms reflect tremendous variation -

’

 ranging from those of the.major Japafiese centers which

, " have large, resideng‘profésbional'staffs'rebrésenting all
‘J . © . : . :

the major disciplines, vaft Ii;;at& holdiﬁﬁh. and well-
h.

" developed curricula up to the .D. leVGl; al{'tne way

down to thosd of institutions™which of fer jus't#_,t:y,;vgy,;,f~ SR

. three yearxs of Japanessg langﬁage on'a self-study basis.

(There are even some hlgh schools fncldﬁed in thls latter

’

grup. ) But the 1nterest xs great and ‘the number of .

L
.

students steadily increasing. - %fj' o )

* .

fBééqué o:ltng Frémendous variation, it is really s
— .impossibla Eqnméie‘many ggneral s;§éement;.’ Pérhapsfthe  B
(;afestfééﬁéfal;zatign'is that there are’feniiy'novvgiidngf'f“ -
generalfzationé to be mndg. But in ermS'gf néw érenas.w7gf
1 w1ll say that there seems to be an inbfense fn'thé |

. number and percentage ‘of students takinéthpanese in .'f_rf' : ,

’ e A

I f'fl' connectxon with specializatlons bther than llterature,, i

[
*a 2

'land an increade in tbe number and percentage of students ;f,




: ¢ .."
1 Pl
R A

'%epr level and’ zunt addltional 1nstruct10n, we offer a'

,spec1a1-course called 'Dlrected Readings", 1n whxch a

basis in the area of his partlcularwfpec1dllzatlon. Let

',mewmenthon here that there are no ﬂapanese language

N 'U’"‘

: rq;?'&\

1 won't apcculate hora on the cqnnection

betweon thoae two phenomeana, although‘I do'thinx tnore

< ; VO
dafinxtely is one. ' L RS ¥

.a_ ‘ » . -:‘
. <,

1 would lxke to turn now .to my own univursity and

'

descrxbe the Japanese proqram there in .some !detail,

! -

looklng at iy as an example of one American.prgfram. It
is certaxnly not a typical program - 1 believe,,xn factf

that I can call lt.a-unique'program - but (admittinq my,r

. -préjudice) I th;nk'iq'ie-an interesting one. o

’ ] !
’ '

As our. regular §rogram,lwe*bffer a foug:yepr sequence@
of part-time Japanese langfiage instruction. Qualified

students can, of course, enter the program at'a more

advanced level than the first year'course."rdr students‘f

. T
who have achleVed a proflcxency beyond the regular fcurtH

/ , '
student works W1th an instructor on an 1nd1vydua11zed 1

¢“-1
' !

o

majors at Cornell.-an undergraduate wishing to spec1a11ze

in Japanese majors én Asian Shudles, ‘which 1nvoives a- |

v

number of courses in specxfic dlsciplines wlth Asian - or .

:v;h\f- ‘,_ | - . | t" 108 '\'. _ ';, .i ‘?.

i

&
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ﬂlearnzng expe!ﬁence, how much mpre meanlangl and fas-:g

’°C1nat1ng if ‘s'lf we deal wzth the'91gn1ficant %eatures

of the 1ang age 1nstead of presentxng 1t as a. traﬁhlation"fﬁf

of EngllshJ We must never ppderestlmate the ablllty o: y .
s the~1nterest of our stua?lts 1n.thls area ) .atfg%V,,@~>T v
u%w_-g:w-j L S AR P R ,_,‘{igm>;~.féqyjf

and conferenc s w1£h students. The 11ngu1st 1s thebperSOn

LA

Wlth thls klnd of tw§ teacher arrangement 'the studenﬁ) f;f"

;eare constantly 1nteract1ng w1th a Japanese 1n Japanese,

and at the,same tlme observ1ng and analysfhg what 1s

occurrlnq, 1n consultatlon w1th thelr llngulst.~




";favoxded.

““fOur v1sual stlmull are extens1ve and the handllng of‘;ﬁ

.;,;,the_hse o) 1solated sentence without any‘ dntext 13/

-

f’tb eg?dl the rlgorons drlll.u As long

Vjthese requlres tremendous Sklll on: the‘part of the

izlnstructor.'“fi’” f-; S ,_M’ T

bu* as. prof1c1ency 1mproves,'a stlll hlgher percentage

s
e

- . -

&.be me capabke of worklng exclu51velx 1n the target ,“.

- MENEN 5 7]

,language.‘f;ﬂﬂwfw*ﬁ'”«ﬁifﬁf

for the 1nteractlon 1nvolved.,v tudents

e
. ¥,

Tare expected to utlllze these hours tol
- Qﬂ. . ‘-NJ VIR
js,pac1ngvls

I'

: not’pushed ahead

¢ ) . ,)n °"’

"approprlate }51 e. as long as t

\‘-' o

s
v,

s. : .,,g

| -

At no 901nt would e provi?e a student w1th a

U‘.

'flist of related sentences‘for translatlon,NWLthout any

e
L2

'61/‘18

of lnstructlon is handled by the Japanese as the students -

\ he fullest ~»and-‘, g[f"

SRR




.

,;_I never meaningfhlly,z:troduce anythlng which I w1ll

be rorced ‘to retract latér. "1 have no objectlon to ' i,vffh'f“

.

telllng a student tﬂat there are things he 1s as yet R

&

R s :
L'ﬁ‘,MnabLe to handle but*I would not, for example, permlt
' Luﬂ\to<practlse address;ng hlgh ranking gueé!% w1th duata

because that 1s the only tdrm of address he has learneé..;ffﬂ”h

il / N R A
. S - . . Lo . Ly ) . L R .
P . . . . - R . - BN . . :
e o e . . . . . . g - , A s

'ff. . RS ,."; .

e Among the many classroom pﬁfcedures.yy have developed
4 ) - 1 Q\» O‘ P . DR

PR 2,

“a ewmnformal nterpret;ng and cultural e11c1t8t10n., Both
f \

o L . . i
’comprehension skldls, and for 1ntroduc1ng cultural content
: "‘,‘ '; . .
. lnhe ‘the.. course1through the medlum of japanese.'
: N, o S : T : : o

'/4!:

We begln our course Wlth a 1omanlzed text but the
K DY 1

jtromanlzatlon is 1nc1uded forv'_ference and as. a remlnder
o ";for the student of how the utterapce sounded when he e
J ' »...r'""a'- ! N

§

’heard 1t spoken naturally by a natlve speaker.' We never

1ﬂrequ1re the student to read romanlzatlon aloud 1n clas&

'or to wrlte 1t - for example, fOr homeWOrk or on tests..

-,,When the student has comﬁleted ten lessons, we - begln the

'f;_lntroductlon of the wr1t1ng system, always worklng, during .

‘;\’u.the elementary stage, thh materlal tbat 15 famlllar in

LT . Lo e N T oy G
E )

119




’?[[\ as one k&dd(piﬁﬁemework and submltted tc'the llngulst
\

‘}-,

N LS Y. .l "e"
R awareness of what is really 1qgolved 1ﬁ£;cqu1r1ng a . .

both structuré, and vocabulary. -
é Readlng materxal lS dlscussed rn Japanese‘wath the B

: O A

. Japanese Lnstructor, and analysed from the polnt df/v1ew

'7of d94elopment of dlscourSe by the llngulstl but not J”

Vnordlnariiy translated in class.f Translations are asSLgned

.-

v ..‘._._ ;- . -

‘.r gﬂ
\Other wfltten ass1gnments mlght 1nvblve w xﬁkng answers

K

to questlons tﬁ’prov1de pragtlce 1n produ

gsymbols. Advanced students are glven instructxon 1n the

f'wrltlng of letters and postcards.dglf

[l -’\‘

L 2

-

Whgle we recognlze that most of ‘our students are not

llnguistlcs students but rather JapaneSe language studeqts,

4

h we nEVertheIess want them to learn something abOut how "y

4 v

One obsérves and analyses a language, and to gain. some

S

' forelgn language. ‘We want they to analee thELr ?wn o ?.

~_;

"5personal goals in studylng Japanese, and to dev1se,,w1th

.. gv

hthe help of ‘their l}ngu1st, a workable plan for achiev1ng

¥ |'.‘¢”7

-4-‘. ~

- those goals. o . t H‘: - e ) ;, )

BN

4

At the conclus1on of the course of study,'I llke to hear

the students remark, "I have never worked so hard, but I

A N ."' .

have never had such ;ntellectual stlmulatlon - and enjoyment,"

e G

¢ zmcj‘the wrltten«-—\Q

e
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S E L APANESE, SYLLABUS |

<A
vy

Extractftfom.tneﬁﬁuéensland,Japanesefsyllabus for seeongbry’Sc]Bon;:f

LN

77T For"1ITH AND 12TH GRADES 1975

1

“Although the currest Sub-senior and.Senior gyllabuses représent ..
.reafozab!e goa?x they have in practlce been somewhat abbreviated.
The goals set down. for. 1975 take this curtanlment into account, and’

. peérmit .some re- arrbngemeht af materxal among the four semesters. The

. syltabus, 3% ‘now.-set’ ou;,'should Serve.as a gu:de to the standard ex-
/nected at the variols tevels. '’ . -

»“»_ The, mater'al for: readipg and ll!tenlng may Qg*leched at a h|gher
level than - that reou¢red~4n writing and speaking. IR particular, a
larger vocabutary ma; be’ presented in the .reading and aural components

e of the course than is’ reqylred for .reproduction in the oral and writtem

' expresscon component¥. - A much lYarger :number.of |deographs may be pre-
sented {(with furfgana |F‘de51red) than is required for memorization.
‘The kanji studied should be selected from the® llst appended to the’
~Japanese Syliabus for Grades 8;10.

" The present tourseé Kave beeh dlvnded |nto the fof]ownng semestér ;

um ts: i RN _
11th Grade - ' : {“‘r'“r‘ “*}t:.j ' !'<J“'f~u§f
1st rsemester T0ur|st Japahese Tt [

S (;ncludlng snmple létgers and postcards requsréd
' ' in.appropriate’ sntuatIOns) : v

+ 2nd semester - What happened in: Japanese hrstory

12th Grade . - ' ;i
Ist semester Polite Japanese
2nd semester Mass-media Japanese

The attemﬁt is made to state the immediate reallzable obJectlves of
each semester course s - : :

SEMESTER I% - GRADE EEEVEN ‘ o ,“
0b j ectlves . - c
il§ To develop the’ student's abuln(y to use “and- comprehend sentence
.‘"L,'.patterns and vocabulary of utility in- touring Japan.

(2) To provide practice in: .
' a) ..reading Slmp]q Japanese signs and sumplifled written
maternal relating to.the topics selected,,
B) wr'tnng simple communications reqguired nn approprlate
: . situations..
< (3 " To provide practlce in aural comprehension of! descroptuve“ -

and dramatic material relevant to these topics. )
L) To provide practice in'writing connected prose. *“
' GRAMMAR ~ wgm ‘

“ »
- s
. .

Basuc Sentence Patterns :
Review oFfonterroQatnve sentences nnclud1ng negatcvesguestnons and
answers.~*srmple compound sentences. E

I

“{)



. - z \‘_ . 122 4 v. )
v ¢ . - RS L I'I| ‘t

S .’ o - N - v g L I < . . »\ . .-.n.(:‘ . '

v : ld«tmmtvc EpreSS|ons of the klndt~r- o r ‘.t,c'i\» A
G = , - I

ER _ Mita kOto ga aru {(nai); mitai (= y8- na) (suru) yo-ni,. b'baJ»me ]
el 2 Tsuru tokoro desu, tamaranéi‘ etc. -« . S ";
" Verbs ' . ’ PR . -
P ' Tne conversational levels envisaged are: I A L -
. a) the polite style (-masu terminations) '

s} the abrupt or® intimate style (-da), : 5 .
4 few formal usages may be included, e.g. the most commonhhonor f?c.
Jerbs and the pas;ove jn its. honorlfnc connotation., ».:f- j

of da. review of the conjugation of vérbs; review of SompTe termlnal

ot R verbs {e. ageru, kydasaru\ kureru, morau) the desTderqtlve “the
i o ' potentLal -eru (e.g. in miseru, kiloeru, kaeru = '‘can buy“)‘~’7evnew
' . .« of -to nru, -te aru; and the short probable (]ko),. A .

; ," Adjectives . i ‘[

e \_ Conjugation 6f ad;ect4ves review of the predlcatlve‘and attrnbutrve
' T ases of *true adjectives, posntnve and negattve with some referenée to
adverbla! forms and quasi-adjectives; 'the quaSn-form of true adject-

I;ves “e.q. Oki-na, chtnsa -na;. simple sufflxes e. g —nokun; -yasur

e

o .‘:ru;anuns*‘W RN '.- e ' ' L .
. © .Nouns fbred. from Other pagts of speech (e. g ‘miru na, suru no,hayasé;
& Lo omosa).. -k, _ ‘ ;
SUoes P
Pronouns -+ - . L

1ndefinite/aod emphéti% pronowss (dare-ka, hani-ka, dafe defo, nan.demo) .

. ' Numerals, : S \ . ar
Beview of |nterr0qatnves (ikyra, ikutsu, nan, iku): duratnon of time;
some numerals without -tsu, and the most frequently used todnters»'

Lndicating measure, G » ; |
Time ' .o s ’ S 1 y
Some simpe adverbs referrlng to time, past and future {e.g. senjitsu,
.. . mydban): frequently used modifiers - nndncattng vagueness (e.qg. koro,
gﬁi\ - kurai); ; dlstance ™o L v-’,i~j};§
| Honorifics ’ Rt SO ~ ' »‘”'” L
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