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ABSTRACT

, i Thls is a report in outllne forn of the status of
teaching gnglish literature in Austria. The schools syllabus
prescribes thkat English literature should be taught after students

"have studied FEnglish for four years, that is, in the 5th form. The
shert story is the usual prose form selected. In the Sth and 6th .

"forms, one literary work is studied in detail, in addition to a

number of short extracts; in the 7th-at- least one literary work Jis

studied, in addition to various extracts from.a Shakespearean play or

plays: In the 8th form, two contemporary llterary works, plus . S

extracts -from varicus literary genrtres or perzods, are studied.

Samples of British verse also are studied in the 7th. and 8t} forums. A

list is given here of the texts used in one school in Vienna for the

5t - 8th forms. Fach student must also read a certain number of
literary texts on his cwn at hone. The “school fhav1ng" and

"yniversity entrance" -examinaticn comprises a five-holr essay paper

and an opticnal oral examination. There are two professional

associations of English teachers, which are described here. School
~leaving standards tend to bhe higher in Vienha and in provincidl
capitals than elsewhere in Austria. About 1/6 of.all university
undergraduates study English. The university offers survey courses,
literature lecture courses, and literary seminars. Undergraduate
cdurse~cfferings and requirements are described, and graduate study
is mentioned briefly. The range and gquality-of translations of

British literature are also briefly dlscussed as is the availability

of literature texts. (CFH) -
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ml-."SfaﬁUS'Of L1terature~

. L= - -

.iﬁ'Englxsh therature means d1fferent thlngs to dif!erent people. In prxnt and when
"iper:ormed on the stage.it. falls into the. category af the major 1mp0rted lxterature
L In study at unxversxty level it -is a foreign. literature which’ is sthdied for xts-
o .own "sake, At _secondary : school Ievel there is considerable disagreement as to .
~ whether it falls into this second category or ‘whether it is part of language
"xeachxng “In. schools some. teachers clearly-subject ‘the. text.to. close scrutfny
and use it partly for - language teaching purposes whilst’ others concentratg—more .
:‘ on characterxsatlon and dlscu551on of - theme -and plut.~, SO ST .v_juff

.

2. ,therary Education-r_' . 'JT‘Q . ;ﬁw o .-'%-Q e
'2 1 Age at whlch ch11dren are. flrst taught Englxsh therature ‘in state
f.’ schOols e1ther in the conteft of ELT or as an. 1ndependent study.
2.1.1 The 3chools syllabus prescrlhes that Engllsh L1terature shall
Jirst be taught at 5th form level after four years of 1earn1ng English
o , durxng which basic fluency is attained, Even so, it.is clear that
- Lo some teachers stant working with literary. texts in the 4th form. The . .
‘ ~short story is- the prose form that is normally selected for this purpose.-*”’
A Casé for the Defence by Greene and The Happy Pr1nce by Wilde being . '
cases 1n po1nt ' . . .

’

2 1 2 The syllabus states that in both the Sth and 6th forms one lxterary
work shall be studied in detail together with a number. of short extracts
fréom literary texts which’ have a bearing on the work in question; in- the 7:
7th form at least one literary work in addition to various ‘extracts from .
a Shakespeare play or plays; in the 8th form two contemporary literary
works (probably defined by many teachers as the first half of the 20th
century) plus extracts from various literary genres or periods; also in

‘ the 7th and 8th form various samples'of British verse. Teachers often:

' attempt, more than this and in the 7th and 8th forms may reazd two or three
complete texts in class devoting at least one of the three periods per
week available to this. In one school.in Vienna the following formed the
basis of class texts chosen by the English teaching staff for study in
the 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th forms. This school one might define as a good,
but not particularly outstanding, grammar school.

Al

1

.Pinter: The early Plays
QXQ Goldiag: ‘Lord of the Flies
QL Henry James: 'Washington Square |
9 ‘ Tenessee Williams: . The Quiet American and other Plays
(>Q Beckett:; Waiting for Godot i
. . Mansfield: The Garden Party o
:g% Hemingway: For Whom the Bell Tolls , t.
. Hemingway: The Old Man and the Sca -
Harper Lee: To Kill a Mockingbird
\\) Eliqt: The Cocktail Party .. )
Ll_ Orwell: Animal Farm '
Huxley: Brave New World
Wilde; The Importance of being Earnest )
Wilder:. Happy Journey

Nevil Shute: On the Beach

¢.2; - ‘ ) | - .



”V’chkens'a Dav1d ebpper£1eld s Youth (Austrxan ‘edition of the flrst
" . ST e m“” part of chkens novel)

) ﬂark Twaxn-' Tom Sawyer ST . R S

.¢5Chesterton:g The. Innocence of Fathé? Brown e -\'f”'- R
* 'Maugham: ' The Moon- and’ Sxxpence Q' - __f-” ;iv:f~:;_* RN

7 Maugham? Cﬁkes and Ale . .- B ' [ A

B ;ChUrcﬁlll mem01rs'- Second WOrld War - Vol 2 fhexr flnest Rour

ﬁglven is my - Destxnatlén : ) e e

"fJéyce- Dubllners T I ' ' : S

Forster‘ A Passage to Ind1a ,

a2 1 3 In addltlon to these: elass texts, each pupzl is obliged to- read. o
»'prlvately at home'a certain number of lzterary texts .(on average two T e
. for each of ‘the school- ‘years listed above). The titlgs are entered on ‘ Lo
_“. " his own’personal reading list which is arrived at in. consultation with- ” .
e his English: teacher who will either ehcourage or veto ‘his- suggestxons o
Tt An xmportant cons1derat1on is that’ his pr1vate reading shculd augmenth ’
-in some way. what is: be1ng studied. in class It pight augment it " !
- themat1cally, 11nguxst1cally or 1n respect of per1od. A check " 15 made |, ,
" on the. pup11 s private readlng insofar as each pupil has to discuss the < .
progress he has made. with-his teacher and/or cdhplete a wrxtten réeport S
T or questlonnazre on the work in questlon In reading lists obtained . A
' from anothér ‘s¢hool the followlng writers were prominent:- Graham Greene : _‘/"f
"A J.Cronin,. Pearl S Buck, A Sillitoe, Muriel Spark, Angus Wilson ’ o

" (earlier.novels and ‘short stor1es) and Margaret Drabble. . ’ ’ ° A s
2.2 Describe the Iiterature content in exams at O and A 1eyel'equiyaledts, E
~and state whether UK based exams are taken, in staxe.system or elsewhere.
2.2.1 There is no O level .equivalent and the "Matura" is the ‘school . ° <

ledving' and 'university entrance’ examination, It is not Yn external;"
exam and each school ‘sets its own papers. The Matura in Englxsh com—'
prises a 5~hour essay paper and an optional oral examination. For the
essay paper, candidates are required to write one long essay and have
three titles to choose from. These titles are suggested by.each class
teacher and must be qubmltted to local government inspectors for
v approval, Oné of the titles will normally, but not necessarily, bc
- litérary and will demand 3 general knowledge of certain texts studied g
together in class rather than detailed observation on them, Examples
of literary titles which have been set recently in differentléohools in
Vienna included: : ' >

"Discuss two 'utopian novels and indicate to what extad% thv ’
utopian ideals have a basis in reality"” . . ..
» .‘. . . A} .
"Some writers think that it is better to amusc the reader in o~
/ ’ order to drive home a serious point than. to shock him"

-

""Books may change our outlook on life. Discuss and give cxamples”
] - ' - ) . ’
.2¥2  The oral examination is optional to the extent that Matura S
candidatcs have to chodsé to be examined orally in a certain number -
of subjects they are taking. One of them may be English. Those ’
4 candidates who do decide to.take the oral exam in English will norma.ly

be required to comment in somé¢ detail on some of the texts listed in
their private reading scheme. Oral exdminers will include the class '
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- Austria, The Anbextsgemeinschaften der Ang11sten, or working groups

-meetxngs,'it is usual to- discuss ‘language teaching tOpxcs and-only

“"Moderne Sprachen" 1nregularly The editorial board is new made up 1% ; j)/

Lo 2. 2 3 As an alternative to the-essay paper 1nterpretatlon oi a text :
.+ has recently been suggested “‘for candidates with 1itcrary 1nterests, '"l
o There are as yet however no clear gu1delxncq as’ {o what' foxm such 1nter—-4
.pretatxon shall take and until the positxon pecomes clear the Vxennese o

Jocal edueation- authority haa dec&ded agaznst introdt c1ng 1t A pilot
'scheme is: said .to be running 1n other regfbns of Austr:a but there Tl
is no 1n£ormation yet to hand Tl ce

teEL L
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Is there a prof0531ohal assoclatlon qf teachers of’ Engllsh Indieate.

lts llterary’actxvity and - any Conncll involvement e

-

2.3.1° There are two professxonal associatxons of Englxsh teachers in

oY Englxsh teachers, meet “localliy on a regxonal basis on two seprrate
days in any given year in order to pursue & given theme, sAt such ERIE

.

rarely is literature, or ‘the teaching of.it, considered.’ The o

N Arbe1tsgeme1nschaften are wells supported and -attended. (teachers .are,
: glven time off school to attend the. meetings and their -travel-expenses

are paid) but the 1n‘Thence of the Arbeltsgemelnschaften is slight |
as they have no executive power and any recommendations thex might:
submit to the Federal Minxstry of Edu¢at10n and Arts will usually not

. re~emerge from within their walls . The. Council is in touch with all

the Arbeltsgemexnschaften and tan pr0v1de lccturers where necessary

-
1,

L2.3. 2 The Neuphllologenverband the, modern languages association, 1is

more academic and its main activity, is to publish a Jourqal called

almost entirely of senior - grémmar-school teachers of English.. Until
recently un1versity staff predom1nated on ‘this board and in the i
production of articles, but at a meeting in Linz-in 1969 it was ;elt A
that their influence was too strong and that pract151ng clasaroong *///
teachers at secondary level should be encouraged to contribute more.

Clearly the intention was to mirror ‘the emlnentlysprofesslonal

journal of the West German modern languages associatiop "Die Neuen .=
Sprachen' whose members had recently made 3, similar decision. The gambit
in Aystria was- not successful as, with fewer, university lecturers
contrlbutlng, the journal is now published much 1ess frequently than
before. The contents page of a recent publication (Julv December 1974)
might be translated as follows:

"Classroom use of anglophone prose from the former Commonwellth /
countries of the 3rd world'

’

"The rehirth of the novel in Latin America'

"Report on a US tour undertaken by members of the Association
in July/August 1974° ) )

'Report on a conference of the Modern Languages Assoclatzon in
Great Britain in January 1974’ -
X

-

»

) -
'Report on the 4th International Annual Conferencce of the
Associlations of German Teachers in Kiel. ' - . v

’

‘Book Review'

The Council has so far not' been represented, onp the editorial board
and has not contributed any articles, . . '

g -3 7. L. . .
4 ) . o ‘




;1; The range of;puthors dnd’ titles already glven fn.par 2. Xa)
1s representatxve of. teachers preferences throughout Austrxa aﬂd‘need
not be repeated here.;~f’. TR S o -

b I

R 1' 2 4.2 Comparatnvdiy l1tt1e use is made of the*simpli(ged reﬁder series R
Ty _1n Austraa -Yost of the’ local government school inspectors: do not ° ,‘”j. A
: ~approve of their use-and,ﬂould fxnd it diffxcult to _endorse them at - o e
Maxura level Snme teachers very sensxbly employ them as:. ‘an aid'to’ faster E ’
readlng at- 4th and Sth form level, .but unfortanately. the ‘most. ‘Widely : S
. RNOwn serles is the<Longman series and ‘those of other publishers,are o - N ';151
: ; only'now becoming known T D ‘; _'_ v ST Do T A

B . . . v,.(’. -
. . . -

P
[

T 204 3 It is”® very dxfflcult to indicate school leaving standards w1th R

:‘~}, . any ‘measure of rellabllzty since exams are. 1nterna1 affairs" thhzn the ‘ ’

) " . school with no real moderatzon obtalning;. Standards tend to be higher I,

" in Vienna and in provxocxal capitals than in _country distrlcts s1mp1y . o v.ﬁ7ﬂ

‘because.of the univers1ty 1nfluence of the  towns and the fact that . C . R

' teaching posts in- towns are barder to cohe by" and attract the better~ R o e

) “‘qualified teacher, To’ give. some 1ﬂdicatiqn of standards it- mlght be v - B

"y said- that most Matura cand1dates would. be ‘able tg read with reasonable , N,

" accuracy and fluency a Graham Greene short. story ‘but that most’ would , I T

N exper1ence con51dereb1e d1f£téulty glVen a !1rg1nia Woolf text o BN j',. o
o _' N . ‘,‘ \ ‘

2 5 Percentage of undergraduates studying some Engllsh percentage S

speclallsxng in Bnglxsh R : : R - .

t - . . -
. -

2.5.1 All unlversity Engllsh undergraduates pursue a sort of JOlnt

: honours degree in which they study two subjects to an equal extent, L S,

.+ In addition they must all attend courses in éducational theéry and’ ' '
' practlce Apart from this division; there is no such thing as maxn- ‘
subsi dlary subJect study ~ In Vienna, about. one sixth of all university S

iundergraduates read Engllsh as one of their subJects, and one would . . -~ ’
expect a a4m11ar proportion to’ obtaln in the proyincial unlvers1tles R

” J' . e

,-2.6 Qrgan1sat10n'of degreexcourses in therature (ie whether chronologicalP - ¢
or genre based, etg); periods of literature substantiall covered depth of

*study at ‘finals level (eg how much would a student have read?)’

A 2. Q’l A number of survey coursés will normally be offered, one of .
4 Wwhich the student xs obliged to attend, though he will often attendJ ' .
two, and, these will usuauy be accompllshed during his first two - '
semesters., Survey courses which Have been dffered recentlyxgn Vienna ‘o I,
inchkuded; the Elizabethan to Restoratlon period; the 18th centurv and .
‘ the Romantxca the 19th century. In addition to such survey courses ' :
~ the undergraduate will attend a further 8-12 literature lecture coursgs
during the period of his study which lasts a minimum - of 8 smesters f‘
but which may last 12 semesters and beyond if he has to repcit a
significant number of courses. The lectufe courses offered recently~s ;
. at Vienna have included the 19th century American novel; early 17th /
- » century poetrk, metaphysical peets and early‘Milton; 18th century'prosc
« (excliding the novel); early Victorian poetry; Romantie verse. Each
) lecture is a double period (45 mins x 2) eachycoursc meets on average
12 times during the semestew. .

- .
-

~r

[y

2.6.2 The unlver51ty professars of English (in Vienna there lrc three

professors of .literature) may decide for themselves which aspects of
1ltorqture they Iecture on and lecture courses offered change from
year to year if not from semester to semester. The main constraint

—ac



',fm ETIC &rchives
- much” fiou: the outhnes of~ tms read:.ng 1istf’for tus 13‘

avxll be examxned on at the eng of thexr coursé o£

-

R 2.6, 3 Frem October 1977 the 11terary lecture ceurses‘o fered wxll need

. ;",e . _‘;‘ 1o be more representative of: the course ‘as’ a: whole £or two reasgns :
R o The fxrst Jds that.the final: ‘exam w111 no 1enger exlst for" candidates b
R R -enrollxng from th1§ date and will be replaced by'a method of contlnuous

’1__85sessﬁent "The second reasOn is that candxdates will be requlred to,
ehroll for only 50% of the 11terature courses whlch ate currently belng
v':takem» Thus the courses themselves will néed to be broader in- gcope. -
',iand to covet adequately the.perxod 1n questlon w1li have to be more - . ﬂ_”
‘ careiully chosen, . - L - L Lo f,“_v e L &,:hﬁﬂ
2.6 4 Be§1des the courses S0 far mentloned vthe Englxsh Department f*
v undergzaduate is requ1red to-attend one- 11terary seminar during his
T 'ceurse of study and this, assuming Regcompletes the courses in- the: 'j~ )
.mxnlmum period<of 8 semesters, “he whll usually attempt in either his
... 6th or. 7th, semester. He- will" be requ1red to write ajseainar paper,
N .on avenge 30 pages of A4, .double spaced typing, whith will then ha&é
i ' to be defended in front of ‘the other members of the’ seminar, One of
[ S .« the literature :emxnars cuﬁrently being —of fered 1n V1enna is on
o ) : MQur Mutual Frlend" and "Middlemarch"-', Papéfs written witl 1nclude
L _ ~disoussions of themes, characters and charactorxsatxon, bSCRground
?’u/ : . reader partadﬁpatxon authors intention, and structural analyszs_
’ ; © Seminar papers may be wr1tten either in the studentb mother® tongue
’ " or in English, dependxng on university practlce ~.In Salzburg for
- example all literature semlnar papers are wr:tten and discussed in.
M( - " the students' mother tongue, German;  in Vlenna the medium chosen 1is
' ' Engllsh '.' o .

- N E
2.6,5 The most serxous‘study for the student of English will probably L
) be his seminar paper and participation in the seminar referred to
-y . . above and his dxploma paper which he will normally write in his fina}l
o semester before submitting himself for the Lehramtspruefung. The
t _diploma paper will normally consist. of between 70-100 pages.of typed,
double-spaced A4 which must then be bound and should deal with a topic
which has not been discu3sed previously jn the institute. In literature
a student is often required to analyse a novel and the aspects on wh;ch
. ‘the writes will include those referred to in 2.6.4 above,
2.6.6 The Lehramtspruefung in Eng\th literature is an oral exam
““™™asting for approximately one hour.- quageneralpr1n01p1eexam1nerbw1ll
try to discover withwhat hreadth and depth tHe student has read. during
his undergraduate career and they will probably select those aspects of
the reading list which best enable them to do this, They will obviously
also be guided by the courses the candidate has. followed -and the credits
‘he has" gained dur;ng his semesters of study. The candidates themselves
S ' will generally find it difficult to anticipate the cxaminers' questions
and must be prepared to demonstrate that they have coverdtd all aspects
of the reading list adequately and certain aepects in depth,

2.7 Principles and structure of postgraduate degrees, research capacities of !
national or upiversity libraries.
2.7.1 The doctorate is the postgraduate dogree in Austria, the
Lehramtspruefung being the qualifying-examination. (Undcer certain
circumstances, eg if the student concerned is fairly sure of an academic

. < .

. . g -5-



) : ”"maxn 1n anxtaxn fOr some: t:me 5*
to folbw up references not gsually obtaanable in’ Austrla. The tﬁesxs
w111 normally consxst of some 100=300; pages ‘and must.be»read.by twb

¢ examiners The”"viva voce’ will normatly, last at: least one hour, R
pre11m1nary Questlons on..the thesls xtself soOn.g:vxng wa}_io a w1de- Lo e
ranglng and searchzng general dxscu531on ’

';' 2 7. 2 It might .. also be poxnted ouc that the doctorate'as well as the'f~b
B Lehramt is a-joint ‘honours affair, - D0ctora1 candxdates rust also sUbmit
. work on ‘a’ second sub}ect and are- adﬁxtionally examxned in phllosOphy.

B . e -

- » Students have access ‘to four typesxxflzbra;y 1n Austrla' the S
»-;',fd—e_.pa-‘mental 11brary, the umver:.lty central librar), the Brxuah Counc1l
' "library" ‘and the Austrian National - llbrary !As a general prlnczple only
' - reésearch students dre ,allowed 10, remove’ volumes overnight - from the -
7ff,j_‘ unlveréity departmentaP 11brar1es and this is aIso a: characterlttxc of .
: the National library whese the principle is more stringently enforced, f- P
Zohns from- the BLLD are slowly becoming: establzshed in Austria Jbut e SR
despxte thls facility most research students will. spend consxderab}e T T

“time 1n Brxta1n consultlng source ma%erlal at flrst hand —- v
therary Scene. S R e S SRR C T
3 1A statement on tHe status of the mother tongue llterature(q) whegher: - Lo
taught in schools and whether local\wrlters work in English, : I
. X ! ‘- . - B o . Lo
'°. Austrla has a- long llterary hlstory Conteﬁporary or near contemporary '
']» writers such as Ingeborg Bachmann, Elias Canetti, Wolfgang Bauer and f. .
Peter Handke are well known abroad It would be Unusual, thoUgh not-
ingconceivable to find eontemporary writers working partly in Euglish,
, English is the first foreign language in Austrla and is well understood by
B -the educated public. ) . ' , . _ » '
"3.2 "A statement on the range and quality of translatlons of Brxtlsh o
literature into the vernacular,.
. . . . Lo -
The worksgof literature referred to in paragraph 2.1 of the prolee could
all be defined as modern British (or Amer;can) classics, There are- - " «
translations inte German of all of them It appears that as soon as a ’
writer achieves fully-recognised status in Britain translatiqns of his works . N
into German soon follow, As a general tendency play-wrights are more 2 quickly . '
translated than prose writers; there are fofr exampl¢ translations of Qtopbard
‘but not Ayckbourn, of Amis but not Bainbridge. The quallty‘of transliations
into' German is reckoned by the Interpreters and Translators ' Institurte i
Vienna to be wide ranging and variable, There are many good translations. R
«but an equal number of poor renderings into the vernacular - the latter_often
brought about by publishers' 1nf10x1ble deadlines angd poor rates of pay
forlltexature t?anslatxone as compaaed ‘with technical translations, N
3.3 Availability of Literature texts in Iibrarie§zqﬁd bopkshops. “
3.3.1 Vienna is fairly well catered for The British Bookshop'?; .
.. ' Vienna is run by Blackwells of Oxford and- the selection of literatuyre
. ~available reflects current. university and school reading lists, Mouot. oy
. provincial centres are not so well off and many provincial customers ’
' order their books through Vxenna :
- RS
’ 7 \ i ) . A
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