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hetorical critic must

cal: frameworks provided
those frameworks. John
heory applicable to social

‘movements in The Rhetoric of ‘Azitation and

ontrol.*, Last year at this

convention, avne Jeber prespnted a paper ex

ninz the predictive

utility of the Bowr? and Ochg schema when a
conflict resolutiqn There are several we
#One of the most ng\ed is that the rhetoric of the conflict in question
could be studied enly as;it was reported in-the cormmunity neuspaper,
because rhetorical samples derived directly frpm the movement were not
available. Congequently, the rhetorical manifestations of the conflict
are ab least once removed from the movemént itself, In concluding hig
paper, ‘Weber called for more "investization into the evalution of many
clashes tatween 'establishments' and dissident’ 7roups which'must be dme
befare the Bowers and @chs hypotheses can either be acsepted or rejectad
as predictors of the resolution of avsocial conflict,"” This paper
attempts to help fill this function by examining the escalat.inﬁ azi- .
tative stratezies of a dissident iroup functioeningz in sgciety.

ied to.an instance of
sses in the Jeber study.

In addition to the theoretical furction, this paper attempts to
the rhetorical ‘literature, the contemporary American homophile movement,

homosoxuals exclusively, and that oh a linzidstic level,” Even those
studies which draw on the homopg.ile movement for ddta to illustrate
larzer concepts are infrequent.- No studies were found which deal with
the movement prior to its militant, prominent zay liberation period or
with the transition of the movement to that ponod itself an important
phenoménon for the student of escalat.xon.

Undoubtgdly, much of the reason t.hat, thiy movement has not been
exploited by researchers in communication and rhetoric is its relative
invisibility. The uniqueness of the homophile movement rests in the
fact that it is the movement of the invisible minority, the only minority
in this country for whom anonymity is a viable option on a large scale. 3
Because of their ability to conceal their membership in an oppressed jroup
as they mowe through society, homosexuais are not fighting azainst dep-
rivation so much as they are fi ting for erpression. Blacks, women,
chicanos, and often Indians are rPadxly identifiable, thus the process
of discrimination is zenerally easy. $he problem with hompsexuals is not
that society has not sti. ized them,! but that they cannot be found to
be discriminated azainst. The first Kinsey report reveraled the incidence

of homosexuality to be of a mamitude that astounded Kinsey himself. -
In essence, it drow attention to the fact that there was'a minority in )
America "of ten to twenfy-five million pnonle, about as larze as blacks
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. and twice as largze as Jews,"9 which is virtually undetactable, This
characteristic mizht be expected to result in some employment of rhetor-=
.ical stratezies in unique says, especially where identification with -
the movement is concemed, when all of the benefits of society are 'amad
throu vh non-idenm ficati on.

An assumption critical to the interpretation of the results of tnis
study is that intra-sroup rhetoric can provide answers to important
questions, S3gail movements must be understood in terms of their con-
stituencies which form the movem2nt's strateries. ,In-group rhetoric,
where therg is open exchan:e amdnz mambers of the group that jives rise
to stratezjes is a lozical source for understandinz the evolution of
those strateries. Ervin: jof man refers to the role of a publication in
a stizmatized jroup, "wiich r7ives voice to shared feélinzs congolidatihz
and stabilizin: for tne reader his sense of the realness of 'his' Zroup
and his attachment to it, ‘iere the idrolo1y of the r*embf‘ss is formulated
-~ their complaints, uﬁ'*;r'as';mtionq, their politics, nl Thus, the

in-7roup pudlication ig evidance of the stratezy of solidification as
Rowers amd Ochs claim, L yut it also reflects the other strate ries en-
zazed in by the rroup.

: . .
The Bowers and Ochs schema rests on the idea that thess rroup

strateries escalate; they srow more radical., Stratezies move from

. petition, ‘or nornal discursive means of mersuasjon, to revolution, or
war, 1n"a' "cumulative and provressive™ manner, This study centers:
on the period surroundinz the Stonewall rebellion in June, 1969 as the
period for the homophile mov~mant most .likely to conform to this ten-
dency and most likely to exhibit the. rreataest rance of stratervies,
Before Stonewall, the eonservative Mattachine Sociesties were typical
of the state of tnm movement, These sroups were characterized by
secracy ‘and a sreater concegtration on'helping the homosexual wrk
within society rather tnan nake wholesale ehanges in the existinz struc-
ture. Social gat,nprlng,\o' 'a5 p@ou?, especial}y bars, bath, and areas
in public parks, could be narassed to political advantage without fear
of repescussions arisin; ovar the anuse of ri’hts. iay people e
too afratd of tne tonsequences cof exposure to push it; they war:?ndeed
livinz "in the closet." T

4 T sl
On June 23, 1969, thaose closet doors were opened when the New York

City police staged what was meant to be a routine raid on the Stonewall
Inn on Christopher Street in Jrcenwieh Villaie, The Stonewall-Inn was
a very popular gay bar. Instead of the usual passivenéss and submission,
the police encountered bottles, rocks, -and other forms of ph‘mral and
verbal resistance, Three nichts of street riots followed, and the months:

* aftepr saw GQay Liberation troups sprinsiny up all over the country. As
some of the Mattachine Mi"lwest descriptions indicate, these roups typic-
ally consisted of younier, more radical zays than had been involved in
the movemgnt before. This youn-er jroup was willing to increase their
visibility and enzaze in strate ;ies which 1nv01w" marches, pickets,
protests, and larie-scale 3deial events,

Not only does Fonawall represent an event hich is cnvenient to
study because it sprecaded a period of rapid escalation, but it has irpor-
" tant implications for nhg Rowers and. Ochs theory| becausa, from all
'acc!ount.s, it was spontardous »r non-stra m:.io.' Stonewall serves as
3 ;

g .
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evidence that social movements may not always be'the self-controlling,
stratezic entities that we typically see them as being,)but that move-
ments may .need events such as Stonewall to facilitate escaBtion at times,
Strategic theories such as Bowers and Ochs would then have to be modified
to account ﬂ‘pr these catalytlc events.
. " x\ |
Ine ninz the escalation of stratezies, tnls study procedes
chronolbzically. This paper has besn criticized on this point. Ho:ever,
there is no qther realistic way to proceed, This study is intended to
see how well &he Bowers and Ochs' schema fits when applied to an actu\
occurence of agitation. This involves the description of the group's
activities, ag reflected in their rvhetoric; at evory point in time at
which behaviofs are seen as distinct, the mdbtation of the order in whicl
these behaviotis occurred, and the apphcatmn of t.he established defini-
tions to the bphaviors t.o judze the appropriateness of the definitions,
s vrocess cbuld result in: (1) modi:ication of the definitions, (2)°
atdition or deletion of stratezies, (3) modification of the defined
order or even pf the idea of order to the stratezies.

Only tnrou\»;n the application of this process to mam/ individual
cases may the theory be developed so that it is raised "to the hiches
possible level of ’nnerahﬁmon" while at the same time conforming
most closely to the facts. To attempt the process any other way,
one has to start with the theoxy, but. that approach presuhes the con-
clusion. As Ralph Yhite notes, "Any pre-established psycholozical struc-
ture [e.g. a theory such as Bowers and Ochs) tends to LTBose itself on
subsequent* rcopt.ion even when it is not a~propriate." If the Bowers
and Ochs'y ’?)rt.“ With tne facts, a chronolozical sequence shoul the
same_as movinj, irom strate:y to stratezy, If the theory déviates, then
this deviation shou?t be exposed and the theory modified rather than .
impe8ing the theory and modifyingy the facts,

The Phetoric-of Mattachine Midwest

' Peti tiom )

Mattachine Midwest Yills 145011 as a "non profit, non’ sact.arian
Illinois corporation. Throuh-iits active prozram, it. seeks to improve
the lezal, social and economic Statug of homosexuals., Memborship-s -.
open to anyonei 18 years of aie or over, rerardless of sex or sexual
orientat.ion"’ In the July, 1967 issue of the Newsletter, there is
evidence of the incerption of a mova toward increased radicalization.
Mattachine Modwest is in the st.atg af petition, the ugse of "nomrmal
discwrsive means of persuasion. "6 In one érticl‘e in the newsletter, ,
Mattachine Midwest reveals that one ol its specific concerns is the
abuse of loiterin; laws for the harassment of hémosexwmals and that one
of its tactics_in {ulfillinz its above stated function will be a test -
case in cart,

It is interesting that at this point. in tme, one possible tactic
of petition not used by ”at.t.acmne Midwest is involvement in the political
arena, In the dctober, 1947 issue of the I.ndslettpr, it is stated: "It
is not ghe policy of Mattachine 'lidwest to lobby in any gense of the
word," Invol®ement in politics did not odeur until March, 1969 when
Mattachine Midwest decided to use the special-aldermanic elections for

0
.
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"petting its Teet wet in politica): action." 19
In 1967, Mattachma Midwest was only in its t.hlrd year, and its
concerns seemed to involve very basic- 1esues’ ofschanzinz society's
_view of the homosexual more %nhan issues of political concern. One of
the basic tactics was to preseft the homosexual as an ideal citizen,
absolutely conforming to society's nbrms in every way ¥ut sexual
orientation, A dialog between a reader of the MNewdetter and the
editorial staff offers a synopsis of what the orzanization's stance
was at-the.time, - The following are excorpts from the dalog:
By the sanctimonious ¢one 0" so much of the Newsletter lately?
From readin; some of tfie views exrressed, which presumably are
individual opiniofis)gHne mi cht think that homosexuals were
supposed to apolorize to the orld, esvecially policemen , for
existing, TYou would also 3at the impression that one of our
major problems was that of somehow coviny with the millions
who camp madly in the streets ar'! can't k-’Ap their hands off
their fellow man.

.
o o e

,The homosexual countn")art of the Uncle Tom is the Aunt Sally,
and that is precisely +vhat a ypmonh.lle publication should not
become,
. /

+ +Althoush we must maintain honesty, can we cease condemming
ourselves (At least in what arpears to be an offidal manner)
‘and direct attention to our real problems and aspirations?

) . 4.B.k,20

Excorpt from the editor's reply:

We appreciate the fact that this h\t.:er is sincerely meant as
constructive criticism.

Much of that which W.B8.K. has to say has merit. However,
there are honest diffrrences of opinton as to how we are to
30 about 4dchieving our common aims.

In reply to higs letter, we nave devoted the first pave of this
Newsletter tofstatin- our attitudes relative to content of this
publication. Yoo '

The first paze referred to in the editor's reply was a statement of
sixtéen principles which enerated a ;reat deal of c n®roversy, and
were important in shapin: the thouiht of %he orzanization at the time.
These principles are ramihrased in anpendix A. Latler articles in .
the Newsletter macim'i to them, .

- While the stratesy of potition ‘continued to be in evidence throuzh-
out the evolution of the rmovement ‘durin: the period studied, it was the
only strate iy in evidence in the early prriod studied, According to the
Bowers and Jcns definition, the :roup), at th™ time, was not an aritative

\
.
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group.n The overall temper of the Newsietter confirms that the Wroup w
would not_conform to popular conceptions of a 1%ation, since its emvhasis
was larzely on social runctions and in-group educational efforts.

Proriul zation ’ % .

' The incipience of stratesies which would make ‘the group azitative
did not -bccur until May, 1968, This issue of the Neusletter carried
the results:-of the new election of officers, and the note from the new
president, Jim Bradford, addressed itself to same of the issues of
concern in earlier Newslettor issues and set a new, bolder tone for the
group. Bradford disclaims the stand taken in the publication of the..
sixteen principles referred to above., He labels/Zihe philosophy that the
behavior of homosexuals must be better than anyong else's because they
are geeking their rights ."the Ungle Tom a-proach," Bradford's approach
is not to bez for ri:hts, buf1 to "demand equality of tr*at°ment from
the heterosexual community. n2 . -—

By the puolicat.ion of the July and Auzust Newglettsr, Bradford es-

calated the group's stratesies to thle “level of promulgation, including
"all those tactics desisned to win docial supvort.for the aTtitator's
position, Amonz these Tactics, employed by almost all azitators, are
informational picketinz, erection of posters, and digtribution of hand-
bills and leaflets."2> One of t. e prima ncermns of this strategy is
exploitation of the mass nedla. In tqﬁ % Nessletter, Bradford’
made an appeal desi.med to escalate act1v1t1pq of promulzation, Bradford
talked of rocking the boat for chanse in corftrast to the earlier stance
of the organization, and\asled for people "of dedication who are willingz
to stick their necks out, walk the picket line, 30 on radio and television,®
and even zet arrested if nead bé to briny equality to the homosexual in
Chicazo and the Middle West,"27 .

~

Success in tnis strateyy, especially as it concerns zaining access
to the mass media, was predictablyslow, Bowers and Ochs note the zreat
diffic§lties involved for azitators.to zain full and favorable attention
in a system whicn is.stacked azainst tnem, 28 This is probably especially
As late as the early fifties, the word "homosexual" was literally banned
from the paﬁes of one of tne country's most liberal newspapers, the New

York Times Times.? Nevertheles 5, an example of Mattachine Midiest's success in
this straterzy was an article in the C:icazo Sun-Times mazazine® section,
Midwest, of December lu, 1969. The article was entitleq "The Homosexuals,
a Newly Visible Minority," and included interviews with Jim Bradford and
other leaders of Mattachine Midwest,

Beyond the problem of limited-media access, the success of promul-
zation was contingent upon overcoming another preblem from within the
group. The capacity for anonymity in the homophile movehent, noted
earlier, can prove to bk a dubious advantase When seekiny spokesmen for.
the movement., ' Society in effect rewards the homosexual who conceals his
identity while those who are "out" risk discrimination in jobs, -housing,
and othar societal functions, often with lezal sanction, This unique
characteristic probably accounts for the practically simultaneous, almost
inverted occurrence of the stratezies of solidification and mdarization
"in the situation under examination,
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The first clear instance of polarjzation is in a note from Jim
Bradford in the May, 1968 Newsletter. His statement illustrates the
basic assumption of polarization, that "anyone individual who has not

committed himself in ogi way or another to the agitation is supportive
of the establishment." ' ‘ ’

The firgst signs of solidification,-as Bowers and Ochs define it,
did not occur until the folloWwin; January with a chanze in the Newsletter
banner., This will be distussed in the section dealing with solidificatim.
What is important here is tnat polarization occurred first and, from tnis
point, polarization and solidifivation were virtually simultaneous
stratezies. This has implications for the conception in the Bowers and
Ochs schema of cumulative and pro:ressive which will be discussed later.

The most important si n,-e instance of polarization is an essay by
Bradford in the October, 19¢7 issue of the Newsletter entitled "The
Homosexual as Ni:zer," This was just months after the Stonewall rebellion,
and a radicalization of the homophile movement was beginninz. "The
Homosexual as Ni ;ger," was both a zeneral piece devoted to‘poldrization
and a piece with the specific aim of aining alliance with activities
Bradford outlined in another article in the same issue, "The New Mili-
tancy Emerges." In the latter, Bradford set the sta ze for the escalation
of stratesies. “hile he talked of a "new stamp of militancy," Bradford
encourazed members to et back on the_track of implementinz the "lofty
statement of purpose" in the by-laws.

. ' .

"The Homosexual as Nigjer," is a massive attempt to create active

support for the "new militancy" throuvh pg}ar‘izaﬁon. One prominent

. tactic evident is the use of Flag issues, particularly those concerning
"the police in Ghicazo:

It boils down to this: The police in this city aet like ¥
lower-middle-class slobs when they“ deal with jay people, black
eople, brown people, and any other visible minority when they think
, they can et away with it, You as a "queer" are as hated and %
disusting as your onlackest brother. Diz this, and the hattle
is aleady half won., Join us and c niﬁipuw to MM as if you
° meant it, and the battle is 907 won, . B

Another important tactic of polarization for the homophile movement
seems to be "the invention of derofatory jarson for:establishment groups, "
which includgg members of the minority who are pro-establishment or
uncommi tted, "The Homosexual as Ni :zer," uses the analoz of "Hotse
niggers" and field nizzers" to point out the difference between the
homosexuals @onception of his role in society and what his role is in
reality: )

In the days of slavery, the "house nigger" was a favorite slave
who was prrmitted to live and sork in the master's housa, as
opposed to-the "field nijzer' who was obliged to live in a sk‘)ck
and do hard labor in tha fields.

- vy ny
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_One of the homosexual's most serious problems is his :own
unconscious identification with the "house ni ;zer." ‘He
csngiders himself as a law-abidins, respectabl® citizen,
believins in law and order, and perhaps a bit sglf-rishteous
about his "superior' middle-class (or better) status.

w .
We are all really "field ni7zgers," and we had damn well better
quit kiddins ourselves about this status and band tozether go
fisht like hell to win our rizhtful place in the sun. . . 3

A subtle, but extremely important precedént to these appeals was
the decrease in anonymity in the Newsletter. Unlike early issues, the
Newsletter began to publish the names of of:icers and staff, and more
and more si.med articles anpeared to mplace the precedent of initials
or entirely anonymous contributions

Solidification .

Bradford's "new stamp of militancy " did not sudden ly occur with
the October issue of the Newslefter, The chan 7e had been zradual, The
transition of the eroup from non-aritative to almost militant can be
traced by cunsidering the evolution of the Newsletter cover as manifestin 3
the strotezy of solidification. Four distinct sta:es in the evolution
of {the cover are presented in appendix. 8. The covers show the creation
of a symbol which is well desi 1? , simple, easily reproducible in posters,
cartoons8, sculpturesg, and nedallions, and has & natural relationship to
the thinys it reprasents.-' The January, 1969 issue ‘irst disolayed
the interlockdin:' svmbol for male, accurately reflectingz the constitumncy
of the homor NJ{P movemént in soneral and of the Mattachine lNidwest
specifically.”” March, 179 saw both the interlocked symbols for male
and female bacome part of the rewular hanner —-here they remained in one
* form or another throuth the norind studied,

Another aspect of L!{.a chanzinz hanner is the’reflection of slozans:
"Gay is jood," " iay-Zower," "Huy amay," and "Come Jut." These slozans
first arpeared on the; ¥ar~h, 1970 Yewsletier, about nine mnonths after
‘the Yonewall resellidn.>” v

/

Solidi:fication occurred ~rmrnrrc-m.1y with increased public exposure
and militancy, After the Stonewall rebel lion, there were rallys, marcheg
pamphletinz, and other activities, 40 Some of the biv:est demonstrations
of the decade occurred bn the first anMiversary of the Stonewall rebellim., .
Nora Sayre, a raporter who covered the anti-war protests ani the Demo-
cratic National Convention in 1”‘/, described. the New York commemoration
of Stohewall's first anniversary as one of the most radical events she
had covered.*l Chicazo's celebration was orzanized by the Chicazo By
Liberation, a zroup ,mi9n was “ormed only 3ince Stonewall, and endorsed
by Mattachine Midwest.

Politiciza t.i on

Part ofthis increased public exposure and pilitancy was oxurnssed
throtizh the {nvolvement of the ~Zroup in po]_itira{ matters, As mentioned
in the discugsion of petition, Mattachine Midwest chose to involve itself
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in the aldermanic elections of March, 1969, The actual activity of the

organization in this election is not described, but it apparently involved

a questionaire to the candidates, on issues especially pertinent.to homo-. o ¥

sexuals. This tactic was repeated in Aurust, 1969 iﬂ the eledtiomr of K

delegates to the Illinois constitutional convention, ' .
As "a normal discursive means of persuasion,“'involvement in politics /

would be defined by Bowers and Ochs as a tactic of’petition. The case I '

am* presentinz here for politicigation as a separate: strategy is a two-fold

argument: (1) its chronolozical’ independence from petition and (2) a

distinct difference in tone evidenced in the rhetl{'xigc between petition

and politization. The latter is a qualitative judment and is difricult

to substantiate. Nevertheless, the difference between the tone expressed

in the earlier Newsletters (see avpendix A) and later Newsletters as

evidencaed in many of the above excerpts, i3 quite pronounced. In the

same issue of the Newletter in which Mattachine Midwest announced its

first political involvemcnt, a mader notes the chanvs in tendr:

Sir: The tone of the .‘wsmtwr, the past several issues, is
‘very definitely uperaded, Camp still permeates -- and why not?
But there is just.as much thouvhtfulness in it, Thank 7od, ; e
After all, horids canr think, can't they? I mean,-for every
" dizzy queen who thinks "Get you, Mary" is wdit, there -s another
who knows it could be the vice squads slogan.

E.S,, Chica.zom'

If this separateness in time and tone indicates that perhaps certain

other strategies had to be worked throuzh before political involvement,

then politicization shoudl be eonsidered a separate stratery with its

omn tactics: questioning eandidates, votinj drives, creatiny voting

blocks, creating political issues, and woter education to name a few.
. .

Coalition ’ -/ L ’ o -

The relationship of the homophile movement. in zeneral and of
Mattachine Midwest in particular to othar oflprassed and minority zroups "
bezan toamer'ge as an issue durin; this period of political involvement,
In its earliest form, liks were made via comparison. Various 4ssues
of the Newsletter contained imrlicit and explicit comparisons of the
homophile movement to other movements, espcially black civil rishts.

A more radical mapifestation of this stratezy is the alliance of a °

group with the causes.of other jrowps. Thig marks an inportant issue

in the rhetoric of "'qttach;ne Midwest and is believed to be rOprnqﬂntati‘e
of the national homophile “ovement as well as other movements.“> The
first mention of alliance occured in a refort of the 1969 NACHO (North
American Conference of Homophile Orjanizations) motinz a movem~nt to
identify NACHO with qun\'g“rt of the New Leff “on the draft, military
policies, and,other subjects not deamed by the naioqty of A-lesates’

to be properly ﬁoiw?pmln > ncemns, althouth perhaps vital subjects in

.their own riht,"*" Both sides o7 thisg ;,,m warn aidresged several '
times in the Newslet.‘.,or. I'arhaps the best articulation of the issue was
a piece called "Paople Power" wpich ~:rr,r>! identification with other

<

v
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'oppmesed groups, - including women,. blacka, Spanish Americans, Indians,
and,poor. whites, because YNo minont_y will 'et eouality unt.ll every-
body has i t "m - .
Coalitmn was an issue ‘within Mattachine Midwest and was also a
primary factar in the founc #ins of a new zroup in Chicazo, the Homophile
~Liberation Allaince, "composed mostly of young lioex‘al/radlcal homoe
. sexuals/bisemls." L8 In an announcefierit quoted by Mattachine Midwest) '
the zroup pubhcxzad a cvommittment to identify itself with all oppressed
peoples and to take definite positions on "all matters which affect our
, community as well as the heterosexual majority.")q . .

r )
. .

Non-v'i olent Resis bance

. {Ghicgzo Jay leo—amon was part of the natmnal fay tibaratioh seg-
ment ‘of the honophlle movement characyerized by this "New Left" mentality
which found its “berinninzs in’ the events at Stonewalle It is significamt
that only a year after their fo. ‘nding, Jav lePration, in addition. to
advocating alliances with other onpressed sroups, was sponsoriny events
like ‘the celebration in Chicago which included teach-ins, a dance, a
march, and a rally "where real wood:n closeats may be burned . '5‘0
‘while the older }"attvsxc.h*ncx is still plusuipg less a'ivancmi qtrate ies,
only endorsing the new.rroup. ,

o’ b \ .
} Whet.her the activities of Jay Liberation should be eonsidered under
thé strategy of non-violent resistance, like "sit-ins, school boycotts,
rent strikes, and the like,"5l or whethar they more am')"nppatply belong~
to the stratezy of promuliation,is a diffictilt cuestion,. In part, this
is betause, of ambdi ruity 1 whe, 4efini tion of npn- -viqglent resi %anca.
Bowers and Ocqs include %ividl disobndlnnce as an intezrdlly related
.concept to non-viol-nt resiistance. "Non- vidblent res sistance i3 not always
“civilly disobedient, but it\often is. When it is not, the atitatqrs.
are viplating c'm'.om rather t.han law.,"52" What constitutes the violation
of a clistom? . _ ) ‘ : / >
p -
Homosexuals almost’ :nvariably vidate custdm when actinz.on b'eha_lf
of homosexuals, While, toda., & march, in and of itself; may not be -°
considered a violation of custom if blacks or women or students are
marchin;, when gays march, people’s reactions clearly iddicate that’
custom, at the minimum, ig beinj violated. Suzannah Lessard's report
on the lay Liberation of June, 1977 in New York illustrates this beau-
5 :
) tifully///

.
.

"Oh no, not the fairies tool' said a woman watching the Jlay

Liberation movement march up Sixth Avenue last June, with a

quizzical, jond-hurored exprrssion o her fage, as thouzh thay

were so "\any ‘puppies, "I'M from dhio. I think it's funny,"

satd a tourist. "I'd like to %ick the shit out of them,"

said a clean, tense youns rman turninj on his heel. No one

knew how to react. Few jrasped the implications or wiewed it

as mor? than ~ither a circus or an abomination,.g53

Not only do they wviolat® custom, but homosexuals have violated laws
in expressiny their sexuality lon: before theve was.any movement, In




1961, Illinois became the first state in the union to remove acts
acts associated with homosexual sex from its criminal code. Before
this time, most acts of nomosexual sex were prohibited in, every
state under vagualy worded "sodomy laws." Althouzh the statutes,
using phrages like "crime asainst nature," apoly equally to hetero-

' gexual activity which.deiates from the pregﬁribed nom,  they are
used almos® exclusively aminst homosexuals. Where sexnal acts by
homosexhals are clearly in violation of state laws, the vidations
lack the.nécessary imposition on the public consciousness that is

" implcit in me stratezy of.nnn-v'iolent resistance, In other words,
the @stablishment has not been forced ta suppress the violation of
these lawg., Consequently, there i3 not enpush public Bwareness of the ’
laws or _enoush feelinz of tneir injustice to create a demand for
change.?’’~ In all probability, the intent of the sodomy law violations |
has not been primarily to force establishment action.. If that has been
the intent, it'has certainly failed as an example of non-violent,resis- |
tance as a strategy. o ' :

Escalation/Confrontation -° .

_ The issue of intent is important, for tne next stratesy, escalation/
confrontation, is defined in terms of intent. Escalation/c:nfrontation,

in Bowers and Ochs Yerms, assumes that tne purpose of a particular activ ty
is to create 2 reaction, hopefully ovérreaction, on the part of the es-
‘t.abl_iqhmﬂnt.t; The ambi 7uity in deciding this issue becomes anparent

An a report of a Chicaso jay liberation dance in the May, 1970 issue of

the Newsletter. The, ostensible purpose of the dance was to provide a

good time and ingrease morale in_the. 7ay co:rmnuni_ty, to ereate an atmos-
phere of "3ay self-affirmation," . . .
The third Chicazo 3Jav Liberation dance, held at the Coliseum

on April 18, introduzed Ireedom as the remedy that will .end the
cloget as a way of life. The fagzots came out for.their:public,
the band wag Ireat, the vibes*were beautifl, It did a lot for
“allof us.

A . - \ . . g
There are :ndications, nowever, that the expressed intent was not
the only one. The article cited above ‘mentioned the rumors of a’ raid
which had circulated. 7ay liberation had prepared-for this continzency
by having a corp of lawyers, law students, and press in attendance: :
. ~ \.
Some people didn't come for fear of a raid. R';mdrg were around
. that the vice were ready to bust everyone in’sizht, Gay Lib
‘members_were prepared to fizht it out in court, Alert lawyers
pressured the vice pitilessly (it can be done)., “Lawyers and
law students were at the dance as witnesse$; so was the press.
A struigle was imminent if thay raided.. They didn't.59

) )
These precautions clearly indicate an anticipation of establishment
reaction to the event. Does this gndicate taat the expressed purpose '
for holdins the event is not the true or even tne primary purpose? This
question cannot be adequately answored even using an in-iroup oublication, -
It i not unreasocnable to speculate tihat this is a zeneralizabile problem.

~ L I . N
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Bowers and Ochs illuminate the reason behind this problem.when thay
riote the need for a group to maintain a certain respectability with the
public. In the case of eacalguaz/confmnpatim this is particularly
_true, for overreaction on the part of the establishment is only overs
reaction 1f the piylic perceives it as such. If a dissident group gives
any hint that its purpose in pursuing a certain asctivity is-to create
this, overreaction, and if the public becomes aware of this, then any
establishment action} no matter how extreme, is viewed as just what the
dissidents deserved. With the proplem of unintended audiences (e.3, the
now famous F.B.I. files from the siﬁiu), it is doubtful that any group-
could risk stating any g9al of esca tion/confrontation even within the
group. . Therefore, there would be no rhetorical evidence. of such inten-
tidns. ‘Jnhsg the critic is prepared to digtincuish between real and

‘stated. Joals, then| it becomes questionable as to whether escalation/

confrontation is a valid strategy for the rhatorical eritic to study.
Nor can the problem be solved on the basis of outcome, for the establish-
ment may react (or fail to react) to events in ways totally unexpactad
and unintended by the group. ) .

GJandhi and Guerilla

If escalation/confrontatipn is not the province of the student of
rhetoric because.of lack of evidence within his/her domain Gandhi and
Juerilla is not a valid area of investization by definition.%0 In this
case study, this was not an isasues6 sinte, as in 'eber's study, the es- -
caltion did not proceed this far.

Discussion - -

Looldng back at the criterion-set forth in the intreduction, that
if the Bowers and Ochs schema is completely valid for this particular
study, a chronolozical analysis will result in a description of the
original strstegies in their presc¥ibed arder, We {ind that Bowers and
Ochs have done very well. The schema is lariely intact, There are,
however, some potentially imporgant deviations, ’ s

Two strategies are armed for ch are not part of the ori7inal
Bowers and Ochs theory, politicizati nd coalition. It is not com-
pletely clear where these two stratesies fit into| the sequence of the
Bowers and Ochs schema, althoush the sequence whiéh arpeared in this
study does not seem entirely unreasonable. “A,lozical relationship
could be posited befween the ‘occurence of these stratezies and the
events which preceded them, =~ - |’ ‘

‘Jhether this lozical relationship really exists is another question,
This et.u%‘@’ not lend complete support to the "cumlative and pro- :
gressive" idea. Bowers and Ochs state that this should not be a rigid
concept noting that it is not perfect, "dependini on the acfual and
potential membership of asitation, the power and ideolozical stren;th of

- éontrol, and the. rhetorical sophistication of both azitation and contml."'s2

This study demonstrates how these factors become crucial in determining
the order and occurrence of stratayies, This was especially prorinent
in the near inversion of solidification and polarization,

13
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The probkem is canpounﬁod when stratezies cannot be reliably typed.
A casd in pint is escalatipn/confrontation, The nature of escalation/
confrontation is to take offensive action while saeming to remain in
a defensive posture. Doubt is raised that this is a strategy which can
be defined using rhetorical evidence.

The two questions, when taken together, force an examination of the
value of the cumulative and progressive idea beyond the most jeneral ¥
statement. of direction. As an analytical topl, its reliability is
lim ted, attested to by both theoretical statement and case examination,
As an unreliable instrument applied to events with nebulous definitions,
it.could lead to-.classification gf events on a purely chronological
basis or on, the ‘basis of order with thorough investi zation into their
nature,

In \mda:’sfanding social moverents, the Bowers and Ochs' scitema 1s
limited in two additional areas, First, it does not deal with the flole
of formal orgamization$ in the ascnht.ion of stratezies. OUne of the
potentially important findings of this study is that, while ‘the move-
ment as a whole covered a certain range of stratejies in a reasonably
predictable order, this was not true of a single orsanization.,  Matta. .
chine Midwest covered only a limited mmber of stratezies at the lower
end of the.scale, The more radical, visible events were the efforts of

.Jay Liberation groups who apparently picked up where Mattachine left off,

skipping the initial stamg of agitation, even thou;h the two :mups
shared no formal history. .

The seond area of limiﬁaﬁon is the lack of conaidemtion ot‘ non-
strategic influences on movgments and their stratezies. A”tase in point
is the Stonewall rebellion{ All,of the evidence poinhts to a causal
relationship between Stonewall and escalation of strategies and the
inception of Gay Liberation, The Bowers and pchs schema does not
account “for the ability or necessity of such events.to escalate stnterlc
activity, nor does it posit any apttern for escalation which follows !
such events, ' For example, in its physical manifestation, the Stonewall
rebellion most closely conforms to the tactic of token violence under
the stratezy of escalation/confrontation. While it had tremendous
impact on the movement as a whole, on the escalation of strategies, and
on the formtion of the Uay Liberation Mm, the incident at the
Stonewall Inn did not cause stratezies to escalate progressively from
the point of | token v’olem:a.

Stonewill 13 not an isohtad incident. “hen Rosa Parks refused 'to
give up her seat on the bus in Mont:amery, it was fiot a plan on the part
of civil rights leaders to incite action. "It wa< the spontaneous act .
of a.woman who was tired, hot; and, fed up with bowinz, scraping, ani
beinz pushed aroupd. The boycott m.{ch followed "led in & new era in the
strujzle for black rights. ‘Every.movement has had events which occurred
either cutside” the movement or sponuneou.s]\v ‘within the movement which
dramatically shaped the future course of the movement, These events
and their relationship to the. movement need to be examined for the in-
sights they provide, but they cannot be consldnred within the limited
framework of styatezies,

P - - 14
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/

In spite of problems and umwuons, the Bowers anri Ochs' schema
/ of strategies for agitauon is basically a ood nne, In this case
[ study, it accounts for most of the rhetorical activity of Mattachine
) s " Midwest. It also posits a reasonable escalation of activity from ° S

el conservative to more radical, althous this should be taken in a zeneral
, aens: and not with a rizid prozression of strategies. .
'. Ly

Some rhetoxical activities were not accounted for by the hierarchy.

To the extent that thergis eviflenck that these may be typical of other
mcvemnt.a, these ar‘easm--gnt further investt'at.i on.
) .

In part, the instances of-lack of conformity to the Bowers and Ochs! "
theory mav be a‘funct.‘ on of the homophile movement as a unique employer ‘
of rhetorical strategies. Even if this is the case, the theory has noe
been tested enough to make these distinctions, and hence, there are

Y ‘indications of the'necessity of applying qual_ifinrs to the theory,

. ‘ It is the wneral adenuacy of the theory -hich makes it worth the
kind of effort advocated by Weber and’ again here, Albert J. Croft,in
an oft-cited essay, claims tnat one of three functions of rhetorical
research, "in addition to nistorical interpretation-and’cyjtical eval-
uation, is to modify or add to rhetorical tnesgy itself." Ultimately,
the value of the field of rhetoric, as is true with any field depends
on the value of {ts theories. In our exdstential are where man see hime
self individually as impotent and resorts to co.lectiwe behavior more
and more often to acnieve his goals, a theory\such as Rowers and Ochs
present has tremandous potential utility. To realize its potential,
however, it myst be rodifind, ~ualified, and refined, #e must seek to
maximize its applicafility while strictly defininj its limits.

# 1o -




Appandix A

Homosexuals must astablish rood rapport with marents, opposite

gox, world at large. i

2. \Homosexuals are not special characters and have no special rights

:

3. Minority groups must make

.

.
sacrifices to s81n enual richts (to which

all are entitled),

-
.

Law enforcement should protect and enforce, not harass,

Most homosexuals are equally law abidinz as het~rosexuvals.

No one has tha right to "carry on" indiscreetly or compulsively,
lfomosexuals should not ham to apolorize, except when they infringe

(their homosexuality infrinras) on the rirhts of others. < *

No concrete avidance that homosexuality 1s a n illness or hereditary

exisis. '

I morance and misunderstandin,, makes h-mosexuality a soéial problem|

Society iud:epa all homosexuals by the behavior of the most overt

minority.
-

Rejection by society is a major problem for homosexuals.
Beinz forced to live two lives js difficult.

The difference betwe~n homosexuals and heterosexuals is only sexual

.
-

_prefarence,

Homosexuals react to the same gex exactly as a heterosexual does to

the opposita sex, .
Homosexuals are not interestaed in seducing non-homosexuals.
It i3 our job to remind the public of these attitudes and to chastise

all who imnore them for selfish reasons or in isnorance,




(penr!ix B

The' followin~ Lar{ner pa.ros of the Mattachino.l'idzmnt Newsletter

° »

c(m.t.ain an excellent oxample of soltditication in the' evolution of / B

the logo. The May, 1963 covaer is typical of all of the.early News-
« v . —

lefters used in this study until January, 1949 ‘when the banner

. . .. 2
was chanzed as noted in the text, Except for the two symbols, for

both male and female, wich first appoared in March, '1969, the

banner between March, 1969 and March, 1970 varied. The‘Noveh

December, 1969 issue is a repm.snnta.t.ive cover of the perind:‘.
T?;e last two entries are ftho first editions to appear with their: .
respective new lo7os, t)m! nne appearing on the June,‘1970 issue 4
r"em;xininz' .c;ms:a.nt/t'or. thel duration of those issues éxan'med ir'{Athe

study, It is interestinj to observe how the issues with which the. o

Nedglatter is concerned evolve along with the solidification strateqy:. Y

»
’
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o ) PUBI.IC MEETING

o Lo Mr. George C, Pontikes, Chi-
¢ ‘ cago attorney .and member of the

board of directors of the American
Civil Liberties Union, will be our
speaker at.the open meeting on
23. Mr. . Pontikes is widely recog-
nized as an authority on the Fedefr-

-al Civil Service and the Selectiv
Service Act.

We have had many inquiries from
members and friends concernifg
their rights with respect to the draft
This program ought to attract a
large attendance aud answer some
questions. Let your friends know
about the meeting. Everyone ig wel-
come, and refreshments will be
served at 10 o'clock, following the
discussion-period.

-
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DATE: Thursday, May 23, 8 PM

.

?JLL;;" 7$'_‘\3'V ermq/u/
-

PLACE: American Ciﬁl Liberties
Union, 4th floor, 6 S. Clark St. )

2

RESERVE THESE DATES (places Sho

" to be announced later): i

:May 23 Aug.- 22 Nov. 21 ],.

,June 27  Sep. 26 Dec. 263 |

July 25 Oct., 24 :_g '

. [y |
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DOCTORS AND NIMH

URGE LAW CHANGE bm.}.xud.]

The results of two studies ol Intercst to the homophtle community have
received local and nftional news coverage. ..nkllr\pl report of the Task Force
on Homosexudhty, sponsoreq by the National Institute of Mental Heatth, and
a pol)-on soctomedical tssucs, including homoscxuality, conducted by Modem

magazine, concluded that homoscxual acts between consenting
adults “if they are carricd out disctectly ™ are not matters of public br legal

concem. '

Of the 27,700 doctors responding to the Modem Medicing pall, the per-
centage of physicians specibieing in puychiatey who were in favor of legaliz-
ing homosexual dcts was &1 jnihicyntly higher than the total poll rosult—92%
versus 67.7%. .

The NIMH's “Hooker Report” (after tts ¢ an, UCLA's Dr, Evelyn

Hooker), while advocating further research into the non-clifjical aspects of
homosexuality in our society, emphasized the necgisity {gr the review and <
revamping of existing lega!l policy and employment practices.

Both studies stressed that their conclusions were well ahead of general
public gpaction but anticipated gradual chandes in soclety’s attitudes. [The
Harris Pall’s survey of public attitudes is reported qp page 3 of this issue.)
I1}inois has had a “consensual” law on the books since 1961 and thus should
be in the forefrorg of implementing the balance of propesed reforms recommen-

ded by the Task Force. These_reports can oc ammunition in the mtlitant homo- .

phile's arsenal. Thinking men will find them conclusive. As Newsweek com-
mented, the homosexual no longer domands “simple privacy, but full legal,
economic and soclal Integration. ” *

- B Y

.

) ~:l’lME’s clock runs bac_kward

. See VALERIE TAYLOR's article, Page 14

“ . | '
INSTITUTE FOR 86X REBEANCH' INC. E DEC 10 .1.989 |
= . — '
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MATTACHINE ¢

MIDWEST

Newsletter editor David Sulenecker was arregted at home on-Saturday
morning, Feb.,7, by Youth Diylston Cop John Manley, about whom David
had written a humorous article that appeared in oor September 1969 issue.
Thé “crime” charged Is criminal defamation (Ch. 38, Art. 27-1, \lllnofa
Revised Statutes).

Manley entered the butlding, got Stienecker out of bed, and proceeded"
to arrest him,without exhibiting a warrant. He sald that one was on flle at
the police statidn. When Stienecker expressed doubts about the invisible
warrant, Manjey-used David's phone to call a paddy wagon, but refused to
permit David to use his own phone to notify anyone of the arrest.

After being held 4 hours for "processing* at the Foster Ave. police - -~

station, David was p«-rmm»d to pos\hls own $25 bond and was released
intact.

—EDITOR ARRESTED—

This arrest marks the first case we are aware of in which an official of
a homophile organization has been arrested for writing an aj ficle. (Shades
of clear and present danget!) In issuind a statement aftef'Stienecker's
release, MM-President’]im Bradford stated, "We try to alert both the homo-
sexual community and police officials to over-zealous officers who make
needless arrests . ., . Manley's contempt for freedom of the press and other
constitutional quaran&cs should draw condemnation from all quarfers.” The
article and other news notes about Manley should have clued in our own
compmunity as well as those oler} police brass who do read our Newsletter
théit trouble was brewing in the park. We thought the Constitution meant
what it says about freedom of speech, press, assembly and the petition for

‘redress of grievances.

* Stieneoker is in fine fighting spirits, Constitutional law experts are
being consulted. The American Ciwvjl Liberties Union has agreed to enter
thd case. Dovid's trial Is sct for Friday, Mar, 6, at 9:30 a.m. In the
Magistrate's court in the Chicago Ave, police station, 116 W, Chicago Ave. B
2d floor.
MM's Board is calunq for massive community luppon for the defense,

which 1s our defense as well as David's. Contributions to the legal defense

{und will help fight the battle. General contributions, always ‘welcome, will
help beef up Mattachine Midwest to continue to do our thing and more
effectively challenge the injustices of the soclal order, Why not contribute
and show up at the hearing to show your support ?
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Homosvxual Chicagoans will “jola thete couaterpast. <1 . .buae 13 oot tating
Gay Pridc Week in late June, when the flrst anniversary of the vs G 3 v: of
the Gay Libepation rovmont uill be vbacrved,
- . . On Chetstoplo e Steert Lihesstion Oay, June 28, 1969, thousa's of 4:, people
and sympathizers pourad latu the strecks of New York City's Crocnwich Village (n
A S ghrogest against hcavy-handed police tactics An arresting patrons of the Stunewall
Inn, 3 popular but uniicensed gay bar on Christopher Stree® that was being
closed by authoritles. By coincidence of warm weather, the very gay neighbor-
hood, the taste of frecdom afforded In recent years by Mayor L{ndsay's relaxa-
s / ©, tion of gay vepression, changliig social attitudes ¢t rd sex, growing alie
and militancy by yorth, the fapict of the black civ
ple, and probably 4 dozen other factors, the outrage o P atrons
M carcled over into scveeal nights of street confrontatio ce and led to
the farmation of the New York tay Libecation Front,
Although the beglankngs or Guy Liberation had dlready been scen in Berkeley
and San Franctico, the single hiatorical event of the Christopher Strect riots
has come to be scen as the “offtcial" start ot Gay Liberation, a movement that
has since spread to Kilwwazoo and Carbondale, Kansas City and Hnluukfe, as wvell
18 Las Aimgebee, Chiehgo il points (n hetween, *
o« Chicago's cglebration, vrg¥ized by Chlcage Cay Liberation wd endorsed by
e Mattachine Midws (members of both will participate), will (nclude:
' +A*Lake Michigan crulse on Sunday, June 21 ‘(sce page 7);
+A glant rally on Saturday, June 27, 12 noon at Bughouse Square (the site
symbollzing the svg¢recy and repression of the past), where real wooden.closets
, may be burncd, followed by a warch past the Chicago Avenue police station (again
. ‘ symbolic), the Lawson YMCA (more symbolism), to the grassy plaza of the Water
. Tower and Michigan Avonue, connoting giy persons’' new openness and seizure of
. thetr own rightful place {n society; : ’ .
+A dance at'the Aragon Ballroom on:Sunday, June 28, 7 to midnf{ght;
+Tcach-ilas, a Mtduestern Cay Lib conference, and other events. %
Informational leaflets on all events will be circulated throughout June by
o/ Caf Liberation and MM. ' The result should be ﬂaq‘bl“en outpouring of gay self-

: f\trmation Chjcago has ever seén, . WILL1AM B, KELLEY
‘ \ CHARCES DROPPED ACAINST EDITOR

~
2
-
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(Ncwsletter eduor David Sticnccker ‘was charged by Sgt. John Manley of the

Chicago Police Department with criminal defamation as the result of an article

\ by Stienecker in the Scptember 1989 issue, in which Stienccker dealt with num-
erou# arrcsts by Manley in Lincoln ‘arr vashrooms.) .

*. On lhy'G. ,ufomcy Rence Hanover nd I went buck to court for the fourth
‘ time. We went through the same hassle of convincing the court we were supposed
’ to be there and werg indecd (n the right courtrbom, The Judge scemed to belteve
that we were wrong, explaining to us that she onky tried civil cases, and asked
tf we were the paterntty suit he had thag day. Finally, after waiting for an
| ‘ i hour or 80, the csse came up. As weual, Manley wam'g there, In fact, he had
never showed up cxcept for the first appearance. We approached the bench, and
Kn..uanovcr presented g motion for dismlssal on the grounds thue the complatnt

.- (continued on page 4)
\ ES Sirsk u“\\\;~ MR Qm\«_\'}ﬂv{\ !
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*The author owes a debt to the selection committee for their
valuable cripicisms in preparing the final draft of this paper, to
Prof, Charles Stewart of Purdue for his editorial assistance, and
to Ms, Joan Brewer and the staff of the Institute for Sex Research
Library, Indiana Universit.ys Blocminvt.on.
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