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ABSTRACT , :
This paper discusses two conferences that focus on
teadership and authonship ir an attempt to make reading and writing
more sighificant in the lives of young people\ The Arizona Young
Muthors Conference provides a wide range of opportunities for
students _to write and to begin tc realize their potential as young
writers. Participating children, from kindergarten through
eighth-grade, represent their schools and include’ a variety of
acallemic, socioeconomic, linguistic, racial, and ethnic groups. The
Young Readers Award stllulates the interest of children and youth in
reading literature. Thke children read, or are read, at least 5 of 20
selected bocks and vote on their favorite, to, express their
appreciation to aythors who write in a manner which appeals directly
to them. Many persons in schocle, libraries, wniversities, and homes’
are involved in these conferences and are working together with a .
common goal cf encouraging reading and writing by all children in the
schocl/library community. (MB) .
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| < Many educators, linghists, and psychologists are aware that
o when students read, ,hey learn to read, and when they write, they
: learn to write. At a time when the public is clamoring for quali-
ty in the literacy of young people, these expert’s agree that ‘the.
' greatest support for develuping a high quality of literacy is
for students. to be involved in reading and writing activities
G that are significant and functignal in their own personal and '
social lives. When young people are excited about reading and .
| . writing activities which are relevant to -their daily lives, they
do not have to continually focus on tedious skill exerciges to ! .
ifcrease their proficiency.
: . . . /
[t is with the purpose of making reading and writing sig- /
L _ . . . c b : /
nificant to the lives of young people that schoolwide, district- /
wide,, and statewide conferences.have been developed. [n prepa- . / #
, ration for those-‘&nnl}-rpn(*es where readership and authorship are . \\ ¢

the focus, teachers are amazed at the excitement and quality of

work generated by sfudems. The descript ions which follow focus

.

& \

von two different conferences: The Young Authors Conference and ’

the Young Readers Award, a two-year cyclic program developed ;ﬂ//
. A . A , A
the t'niversity of Arizona, College of Education in Tucson,
) ; " .
Arizona. lach (‘””“‘r“m; is described in such a way that another

9

/

community will be.able to set up their own program. /
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ARTZONA YOUNG AUTHORS CONPERENCE

/ ) : r

Major Purpose ‘

. ;
To provide a wide range of opportupities for.students to write.

Although the Young Authors, Conference r--cugnizes the. talents x

~of a select group of young persor®, it seeks to motivate and
encourage a Yériet_y of wrifing by allr children in the clas's-.
room and at home.

Overview

The Arizmna' Young Authors Conference of 1976 hruﬁght to a cen-
tral location hundreds of children of kindergartv‘n to eighth-
grade age levels. 'ﬁle children represented their local schools, v
“and included a wide variety of academic, socio-economic, lin-
guistic, racial an:i ethnic gt“oups. On the (‘,oni},)’rence day, they

. ,‘ =
hro’u.ght copies of fheir uwn-authured’!mok&rto be shared with a
-
group of y.l)ungvamhurs of a similar age. They attended a small’
. group seminar .tu 'sfivmulate :|ddit'io|‘1a1 writing, ate lunch with
fellow writlp,rs Fn;m other school districts in"the state and
listened to a;: exciting professional author, Bill Martin, Jr.,
talk about wri.ting. 5
The Young Authors Conference is the culmination of a year
of carefurl preparation and planning. Key personnel trom local
school &istricts, libraries, and the university faculty serve
~ ‘ .

o @ Permanent Coordinating Committee, which is the organizing

Lbody for héth the Young Aufhors Conference and the Young Peaders

Award. During the vear of working on the Young Authors Conference,
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e . the Committee is concerned with the (ollowing ‘essponsibilities: .
v - . -1. Determine a calepdar of events to implement the )
" Young Authors (‘.on{’erenée.concept'. ) o P
2. Establish necessary polic¢ies and financial® support. ) N W

3. Plan and organize the conference day. Select the
main speaker.

4) Develop and carr_v. through in-service programs.
S. ‘Plan publicity in newspapers, rgdio, and T.V.
6. Invdlve undergraduate students from fhe university. v
7. Select personnel to staff the conference.
8. Organize transportation to the conference for
children and t_ea\{ers.
. . R » l’

5 [
Activity at the Local Area - Schvol or District

When each ‘'school and district is notified of the -spring Young
Authors Conference, they all'e encouraged to hold a local confer- . )
. \ ‘ ence ':'a-s a p.r"e]‘imi‘nary to the statewide E'unference in order to
involve every child. To accomplish this goal, in-service work-
shops are available for any participating teachers or admini-
strators led I')y knowledgeable teachers, librarians or university .
’ %

personnel. ‘The workshop participants are actually involved them-

selwves in suggest)d{assmom experiences and are provided w%'th

-a large number of ki:;iv}al ideas: ' 5
1. How to stimwate writing through a variety of

activities and ideas.

S

How to develop the self-editing process in
children,

3. How to make a book from scrap materials.
Competition between children is discouraged by finding ways

to displdy every child's book and to share them with others in




\ f}i\e classroon.\,h school , or local coti\munity.‘ The children ip

“each class or each grade level éhoose a representative --- not
necegsarily a best writer ---to be part of the district and thes
the state-wide cc;n"fererlce; The «represmfative's purpose is to.

return to the class with ideas which will generate more writing,'

rather than to recei\;e a prize, and have the feel ing that the
conference is .a ‘personal culminating activity. .The focus is
, - constantly on the .process not simply thm)joduct ‘ K
Limitations are not placed on what and how children write.
Many alternatives are gcceptable at the Young Authors Conference.
" Children are allowed to’share authorsh'ips, or to be part of an
‘iYlustrator~-author team. Children may illustrate'the,ir books in
any media. Books of commentar‘y, poetry, and non- hetwn can be
brought. Children who write in a language other than English are
permitted ‘to share their writing in that language. Representative
young authors even may brin’g"‘the writings of studénts other ‘than
their own to share with conference participants at the statewide
conference.
. The children's books should be duplicated ggo that no student
s . is ever asked 'to part with a treasured manuscr&. Student~
authored books are a valuéhle resource from the classxfoom 1o_the
university level. Some schools catalogue "the cl{ildfen's books,
and r;z{ikc' them part of the regular circulating collection. The
Ilr;i\iorsi‘ty of Arizona asks thét a duplicate be made fm"its m'l—

lection. The books are a valuable aid in introducing university

v B
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stydents or language tedearchers to children’s writing,
Activity at the. State Level o

While the local schob} and diétricr coiﬁi’erences are taking

) . ¢ :
place, the plannipg for the state gonﬁgrencc begins. After

R . P 4 ) .
the 'confe}'ence,»date has been set, much behind-the~scenes work
must be. done.. ‘A large number of childreir can be o commodated

if e;/ery detail is planned carefully.
* -

LI . .

v . . : g

\'.,Thé? conference dav is organized aroufid three major " ’
. vaspects: :

.

. \A session to share the self-authored book

: v '
, . 2. A creative writing session ' : ‘i

3. A list‘er'wing session led by-a professional author
- g 2 ) .

. . . J
The day is divided into four sections of time for each child. ’ \\
. . " S .
Three of the sections are orgaitized around the sessions just
' listed, and a fourth time slot is set aside for lunch and re~

laxation. These sessions are led by three different greups of

adults. The Book-Sharing sessions are led by a group of teachers

who can help c¢hildren feel comfortable quickly so they will be .
at ease in reading to each other and discussing each others
‘ books. - The Creative Writing sessions are led by persons who
e : \
: i ) ‘ \
are good motivators of writing and have many exciting ideas which !
children start working on at the conference and take ‘back to their ii '
- N - \
schonls to stimanlate continuous writing. A third g}oup of adults, :
. . L it
who could he parents or teachers-in=tgaining, arce used tu stay «,.’_ o
. : ¥ : : Y
witly the same group of children during all the activities as well .
. . . s 0 X iA
i 75 _ 1] )y
5 A . z
) ! .
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o as 1‘)11’2)1111)) the lunch period. They direct vhild.n-n between- rooms,
and provide the children w‘ith'thn- (‘ol'ltirlluity of an adult to hnl{\
them -feel sccure during this new and <')f(*itirig experience. These

:' N people must keep the ch'ildmn in a group, and must. know the physi-
cal facilities well so that children are moved with éu;k.-'. The
. v
! ‘- group leaders for the Book-Sharing and Creative Writing sessions
can n:puat the same activity with several groups. One large ses- j

sion which might accommodate one-third. to one-half of the childreg

at one time is planned with a prominent author w!msv‘ name is fa-
miliar to the children. :

The Creative Writing and Book~Shairing sessions shou]d' be : >'
small in size, and should rango from J" to 15 chlld:un. For

children aged 5-12 eath of thus& sessions should be no longer than
) one hour in’ lvrigth. For older childrun, a session of an hour and a »
. half 1:. more appropriate. (“rnups. can be urgdnizvd to constitute
a l;wo or three yv;’1r age spem. Students 3'an be assigned from regis-
trants :1('ross: the state when determining a group's membership, but
it is helpful if at least nn:- other child from the same school is
' -
a member of the group. This provides both the security of someone
k§wn while at the same time gives a broad x;ppcrt’unity ko make new

friends. . . . .

General brocedure

— ~ i ~ \d S % ~
The following procedures are part of the year of preparation for
the ‘Ynun;: Authors Conferences &
?

1. A publicity brochure is preparcd and distributed which

announces and stimulates interest in a Young Authors

-
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Conference, and allows teacheys to write for an infor-

mation brochgi'e; .
An information brochlxre is'doveloped’té explain: Pro-
cgdurés for the local conferences; the help the Permanent
Comnittee can Prnvide; how a 1(')ca]..tea‘chur can_obtain
help; ‘and how the statewide conference will be organized.
Registration for the statewide conference is mailed out.

carly with a firm deadline date at least a month before

L3

the actual conference.

Ay the registrations are received, each child is assigned

to a small group of éhildren of similar age. Confirma-

\

tions are sent out to' each school. This packet with the

’

confirmations. includes: \

a. Badges for each participant with names in large
letters. Roomeassignments for each session can
. be written on the badge. The badges can be
color-coded for age groups.

b. Maps of the conference site with the building
afid room nmumbers labeled. /
c. Instructions detailing the procedures to
follow on the ddy of the conference. .
. . s .
It is important for the children to know as much as

V4 ' '
possible about what. to expect at the conference.

. / ! -» '
Teachers should be instructed to carefully specify
meeting times and places before, during, and after

the conference. ,
)

A packet is developed tor each leader who i8/responsible

for organizing and staying with the same group of children -

“throughout the conference., This packet is picked up the

7

8




day of the conference, and includes:

Programs for the day.

Certificates of participation.for each child.
The certificate should focus on the partici-
pation of all the young authors in the school
as represented by the child attending the
conference. '

Evaluation sheet. Each child is asked to fill
out the evaluation to help in planning the next
conference.
A confirmation letter is sent to each adult leader. A
meeting is held with adult leaders to explain their
services, answer any questions, and provide them with
badges, programs, and maps of the site. .
The careful planning of the conference together with meetings

3
held pr&n‘ to the conference with group leaders, teachers,’and '

librarians provide the opportunity for a most successful conference
_ \
day. ’

ARIZONA YOUNG READERS AWARD
7’

-Major purpose -

To stimulate the interest of children and youth in reading literature
written especially for them. The Arizona Young Readers Award allows
children to nominate and vote for their favorite book, and identify .

them for others to read. As students choose their favorite book,

the motivation is provided to encqurage . the development of 1ife~

long reading interests,

Overview
—_——

The Arizona Yeung Readers Award of 1977 was given to Judy Blume,

author of the wipning Tales of a Iourth Crade Nothing.-The pre~




sentation ceremony was held at the University of Arizona in

Tucson, Arizona, A carload of children from each participating
¢
school gas invited to see Ms. Blume receive the award. She

spoke’to ‘the assembled group, and afterward‘autographed copies
of her books that children brought to the ceremony. A video

tape was made of the ﬁrocéedings to be duplicated and shown in

" schools aeross the state ot’/Arizona.

/ The Permanent Coordinating Comuittee, whose memberghip
represents the statewide contacts mentioned earlier, is re-
sponsible for the Arizona Young Readers Award in-the years

) .
alternate to the Young Authors Coriference. As the Committee
' .
turns its attention to the Young Readers Award, it is concerned
with the following duties:

1. Determine a calendar of events to implement the
Young Readers Award concept.

2. Establish necessary procedures and financial
support. . . "

" Compile the nominated books for the AYRA.
Plan publicity in newspapers, radio, and T.V.
Determine an;l in—servicé ne;ds. . .

Disseminate. information to schools and libraries.

Count returned ballots and determine winner. -

Compile list qf nominated books for the next award.

.

Activities at the Local and State Levels
Arizona Young Readers Award titles are (jt;n;pi]ud from a list of

books suggested by children all over the state. Twenty of the

14

favorite bouks are selected for the list. All book selections

Y

9




- ; cr ol
are based on the following criteria:

. 1. Caldecott or Newberry Award winners are not eligible.

. ' * 2. Only one title of any oné?ggthor will be included.

‘ " 3. Titles published in the five years preceding the
current year are eligible. ’

U 4. Non-fiction will not be considered.
S. Titles must be in print, . .

6. Authors on preceding lists may be repeated but not
the particular title.

7. The winning author of any one year is excluded from
participation the following year.

8. The authors selected should be living authors so
. there is a greater possibility they will visit the
site to accept the Awdrd.

Even as the bopk list is . being compiled, decisions are made
about the day the Award is to be presented. The Committee must
decide how to involve children in the award cereﬁony, who is to
present the award, and what the award itself will he.

- Information is tﬁeh disseminated through libraries, schools,)
and profdssional organizations so local planning and book pur-
.cﬁééing\can begin. Several thousand infurmation packets are
mafled throughout the state which inqludn: the list of titles;
deadline dates; list of rules and policiés; and a copy of the

, ballot‘with a place for homiﬁations on thf reversc side. To

participate in the Arizona Young Read;rs Award,.schools aﬁd

public I ihrurius’ must '.'i;ért-(- to the .l’nl lowing: . I

lis I\;‘c|||i.~t‘it'inl| of 12 of the 20 scelected books.

D)
’ S

Stimulation of interest in the award.

10
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3. Require children to read or have read to them a
minimun of 5 of these books, in order to vote.

4. -Reproduce ballots for each child to vote.

.

S. Tally the votes.
9

. 6. Have each child nominate five new favorite fiction
titles on the back of-the ballot to be used for the
" next award book list.

7. Tally and compile a list of the five favorite books
in rank order.

' /

) /
B, "Mail ballots and tally sheets by designated dilt{%./*/

Individual classrooms, schools, or public ]ihmri«-sj
encouraged to set aside periods of time to read and d'sc';uss the
nomin.atnd books, Teachers are encouraged to see thy si?m‘f‘icance
of uninterrupted sustained silent reading. Local /%hoois and
libraries are encouraged to present their own gWard to a favorite
author and write their congratulations to t},.""winner. lllhe goal’
‘(')F stimulating the development of 1ife-lopg reading intervsté can
be met at this level of participation, J
F‘rocpdpro‘s
Implementation of the following procedures take pléce ‘during the

»

year Er--ceding the Young Readers Award: ,
1. Announcements are made to all people responsible for
purchasing” books, Plenty of time must be allowed to

order /books.

2. Beoklists and sample ballots are mailed to interested

/v teachers and librarians,
* /3. Newspaper and television publicity is sought to jnterest

>—
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young readers and their librarians, teachers, and
parents,” Continued publicity includes:

a. " Meetings to share selected books with
"‘ . teachers and librarians.
, . ,
o PR b. Announcements at State Reading Council and
o l ’ 4 Teachers of English Meetings.

‘ ; " c.  Displays at State Librarians Associgtion
¢ . : Meetings and other professional meetings.

'S " d, Notifying bookstores which carry children's’
- - . books of the nemipated books and encouraging
5 ’ A them to set up displays,

L o e, I;istributicm of information through: educational
. vy o newsletters, librarian newsletters, and other
- ‘publications.

“ > g '

4. be{-ters dre sent to the publisher of each of the twenty

L nominated books asking for t'rav‘bl support for the winning

author. It {s important to keep in mind that the winming

-

. R ,
- ‘Juthor may not be able to attend, and alternative plans

may need to be made. . S .

”~

5. Arrangements are made for the Award Ceremony. In Arizona, K

’. . the award is presentéd in.association with an on-going
te - . Book Fair sponsored by the University Libréry Science and
. L 2 5

Bngliéh Departments. Diap}ays are available by profeg-
sional pu'bli’uhere of children's book\l,‘én‘(l by local library
and university persommel. \. ’ . .
x 6. Ballots are ,etumed to the University. Members of the
v ; Permanent Ooordinatiqg Canittee count the ballots which
. reveal the favorite author of the young réaders. ’

) 7. The reverse side of the hallots are tabilated to reveal

’ . the twenty child-selected iooko noninated for the next

Young Readern Award. : .
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8. The winning'author is notified, and invi.ted to accept

the award. |

"9. Arrangements Are made to house and entertain the author,
- if the invitation is accepted. )

10. Contact is made with the Gove'rnoi" or other pubiic figures

. to present the Award. I

11. . Public announcement of the Award is made at the Award

Cerémony and Book Fair-. 'l'he proceedinga are video-taped,

8o children all over the state may see the winning author.,

12. Finally, the announcement of the 20 child~selected titles
e n

. for the' next Award is made.

Imtmupus
The Y.'c;ung Authors anfgrénce(Yomg Readers Award' Program sers{es
as a catalyst in the community. The Young Authors Conferepce
provides thousands of cl\iildfen. both opportunity ‘and purpo;e to
write for many months,.and to begin to realize their potential
as young writers. The Young Readers Award\eeps cbildren 1nter-

acting with literature » as they are able to expresg their appre-

.

clation to authora who write in a mammer which appeals directly

to them. Many persons in schooll, libraries, univeraities, and
homes are involved in the‘proceas, and are working together with
a comw'rt g&l of encouraging reading writ_ing by all children

.

in the school=-library comuﬁity.






