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Stimulating'Parent Involvement in o

Remedial Reading Programs: Strategies

and Techniques

I am the child.
A1l the world waits my coming.
- All the earth watches with interest to see what I shall
become.
Civilization haﬁgs in the balaﬁce, .
For what I am, the Qorld of tqmoﬁrpw will be.
A
I am thefchildk N
I havc'éomé into yodr world, about which I know nothing.
Vhy I came I know hot;
_ How I caﬁe I know not.
I am curious; I am interested.“
I am the childf
You hold in your hand my déstiny.
You deterﬁine, lérgely; vwhether I shail succeed or faii.
Givekme, I pray you, thdse thingé that m%ke for-happiness.
Train me, I beg you, that I may be aiblessing to the w0£ld.
As cdmmunicated;so beautifully in the poem from The Child's
Appedl by Mamie Gene Cole, parents can be the key to a child's ‘

ling success. Reading teachers as well as researchers have
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-2- Parent Involvement

supported the ccntention that parents are an important part of

the .reading process and should pléy”an active role in their child's

ﬁeading program. L

In Racine, Wisconsin, the Title I compensatory program for
the disadvaﬁtageq (grade:s Kindergarten through six) has incorporated
into the program's guidelines the néed for parental involvement.

The need was determined by the reports on Title I programs from

 the United States Office of Education. ' - N

Parental involvement in the Title I programs for the years
1974- 1976 was designed to involve the parent in the reading

' )

process both in thé home and at school.

READING AT SCHOOL

Paft'éf the parént'involvement program'é emphasis 1s to lure
the parents to the school and observe their child in the reading
center. The étaff believéd‘that the parents can help thei;
children succeed in reading if théy are aware of ho& it'is.taught.

On a weekly basis, parents were sent home "Happy Grams,'" which

had a smiling face on “the top and briefly stated what and how

their child was doing in reading. An invitation to come and

observe was always included.

Each Title I school participdted in three open house sessions

. for parents. The goals of these open house sessions were to
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familiarize the parents with specific instructional techniques
and materia-s used with their child, and an awareness of the
tasks their childrien must accompiish.

R i
The first open house aimed;at enabling the parents to come

& : ! .
- to the reading genter and examine_the.materials'used in the

program. Bach parent was given a list of the activities and
materials their child had 5een working with in the center, and
was given the opportunity to observe a demonstration of their
use by a staff member. |

The secoﬁa type of open hoﬁse_had the parents working with
their children in the reading center gnder‘staff guidance. A
needed 3kill or activity‘lesson was prepared by the teacher and
developed with the child, parent anguteacher 6r aide presen%.
This First-hand experienge fqr.thé>parent provided them with
immediate feedback, which both parents and childrep~need to
foster self-confidence.

The third type of open house was a workshop for parents
with the goal of providing them wi%h games and materials to
supplement and reinforce the reading center.activitiegi Each
parent was provided with a list of games ané activities geared to
the needs of fheir child. The parent~ch038<t£e games that they

were interested in making at the workshop, and the program &and

school district provided the materials..

5 ,

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



Q

<

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

et

of materials.

-4~ Parent Involvement'
The workshop developed into a sharing of ideas and problems

related to ‘reading among the parents, while engrossed in the making

READING AT HOME : | . i
/) : 4

" . 4 -«
Some parents were reluctant to participate in the school

Qisits or workshop, sO we proviaed these parents in particular,
as well as all Title I parents, with a home visitation program.
The home visitation program "coﬁsiéted of at least ona

Visif per month by an ihstructiona;’aide or resource teacher.

To bettem meet the needs of the children and to provide the

T
parents with as much ammunition as. possible to.foster reading

at Home, the staff prépared handbooks of homemade games and

*

activities.

For.the kindergarten level, the Title I staff wrote a book,

%

Fun Things for Little Tans (1976), which was divided into four

act1v1ty sectlons Audltory, Verbal, Motor and Visual. A
br;ef explanatlon of these terms was included in the preface
Each suggested activity was easy to make and did not requ1re
maferials‘gther than those found in the home. The purpose;, a
listvof the needed materials and a descriptioﬁ of the activity

were provided in each section.

An activity to teach word rhyming required a shoe box and

“

~~



-5- Parent Involvement
o .
. small toys. A parent would collect the toys or pictures of
" ’ﬂ
\ ., “toys and put them all in the shoe box. The.child .would pick

-

o

out one object and find a second object that rnymed w1th ‘the
P
first.

For gradeg~one through six, a handbook, How to Help Your

Child Grow gé Reading created by teachérs of the Racine School

District (1975) was made available to the parents. This hand-
book's maﬁor‘émphasis was to provide parents with games and
activities in the areas of: Visual Discrimination, Auditory

Discrimination, Sight Vocabulary, Word,Attach'Skills; leaning

o

Vocabulary, lerary and Study Skills and Comprehen31on Each
section héd a brief expldnation of the term 1ind f¢ftecn .

. i
suggestéd activities.
. ' Lt
¢ A basic sight vocabulary activity suggested in‘this handbook,

Whoops! Somothlny 1 Missing, involved using sight words on cards

.and placed on a table The child had to find the word that was
hissing in a sentence that the parent -had made up.

The handbook also p;ovidéa parenté with twerty-six ways éo
foster reading development each keyed to onz specific word :
Read; Talk; Listen; Discuss; Questinng Acceﬁtq Provide; Visit:
Give; Praise; Buildy Helpq<S¢¢ure; Makef Select; Encourage;

Teach:; Show; Look; Convey; Share; Rest; Assist; Memory:

Observation;-and Remember.
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~-6- Parent Involvement
Many parents reported that the handbooks were very helpful in
providing them with concrete ideas.pn\how to bring reading home.
The handbooks provided one means for,the staff to involve

parents in the reading process at home. A home contact log was

also used as part af the home reading program. The log had a

brief prescription for the parent relating to a specific reading
. i
skill or activity which needed to be reinforced. Tiw instructional

aide. demonstrated the activity to the parent, and on the return

s

visit recorded any remarks that the parent had relatihg to the

activity, such as: difficulty, frequency or lack of intcrest of
the child.
The influence a remedial readfng program has on a child

can only be fostered by parent invqlvement. Most parents are

" unaware of their ability to provide motivation and exposure to

reading at home for their child.

We tried to sensitize the parents to reallze how important

their role is as a parent- teacher and the impact that they can

have in reading for their child.

Parental involvement received emphasis in a Report to the

Presldent——Whlte House Conference on Children (1971), telling

parents what we expect of them and hope to provide for thelp

o

8
children.
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3 . ¢

If/America's parents are gi&en the place, power, and
p;eStige to enable them to function as guides, companions,
and sources of love and discipline for their qhildren,

and to have a decisive rolé in determining the environments

a

and programs in which their children live and grow, the

great majority of them will be able’ to take full advantage

of the opportunity to enhance to qhality of life both

for their children and themselves (p. 2ul). '

r
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