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Flllmore sometlmes has/beenp nor 1ncompetent '

enough, llke Grantp/ée be abused.

"He -serves ‘his perty best who serves hisf"

-country best." = '

‘R. B. Havyes -

. ’ . I \. . ™~
~-"Education - a debt due from the present .:-

to future generations." | '

.~ . - R..B. Hayes

- ! v

. . President Hayes iénoften‘a dim figure,

not -enough .of a nonentlty to be Laughed at, as

.

‘ -

s ]

. I'd . \
/4 . \
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.

E B . ' . Darwin H. Stapleton
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 The Campaign Of 1876 o '

! ‘ ; ' o . " ‘ ’ .
' ‘By June, 1876, as the conventioneers gathered 1n
Clncinnatl for the Repu/dlcan Conventlon,xthe poliCy known

as reconstruction was doomed. The Grand Old Party was ‘i,a

reellng from the disarray caused by the excesses\of the"

\\ Y

e ' Grant adm:.nJ.strat:Lon scandals., Wltlj the Democrats con-
. 0 ‘
.Erolllng the House and with the Republlcan majorlty in the R

Senate cons1derably reduced the Republlcans contemnlated-

serlously the pOSSlblllty that they would lase the Whlte

.

&% '~ Housé in the 1876 electlon year. The*Democrats since 1874

‘had grown stronger, more organlzed and pressed thelr

efforts to overturn the resumptlon of specle payments that

~ '/ was scheduled to begln 1n‘1879. ,The Democrats'waveg the

-~ ‘

»banner of cheap~mone lnflatlonaryipollc1es as the way

/ for the nat1on to fully recover from the hard times brought

on by the cr1s1s of 1873 \

. ‘But, lt was the South that stood as the main point of
-contentlon between the part1es 1n that: electlon year as they~"
’? mustered their strength for the forthcoming campalgn. The-

' South had been raped by corrupt state governments and

terrorized by the act1v1t1es of the Ku Klux Klan. The

1

~ —

. 'northerners, and partlcularly the Republ;cans, ‘were - dls-

-

'billusloned and fatlgued by the contlnulng Southern chaos. .@b

H LY . LN
L,/ e T, / -~ .
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the north was gone, dissipated. It had been a long war,

’

y\_“_'.'

The great military crusade of Lincoln had ended eleven

years before, and federal bayonets were still in the

- South's heartland, and 'to what good purpose?$ The -

Republicans had poured manpower and money intobthe bottom-

less:pit_that was the‘Southern_economy'and government, aﬁd

.the returns had proven minimal at best.
.\ '

The Republicans were increasingly convinced that all ’

federal forces .should be withdrawn from the South. The
\ o o A

. * . . B Al
- South, must work -out its own problems. Federal intervention
. z -

e ! _— ' #

had not succeeded.over the past decade and it would not

.

be continued any longer. The‘ferVor,‘the'commitment of

S

an even longer reconstruction_effort, and to mhat avail?

Restoration of the South was absolutely essential to the™"

. survival of the nation, but the South would have to be

[ . L B Y

responsible for its own restorationl Enough was enough

and the northern Republicans were ready to call it quits!

Amidst the. gather1ng of the political forces for the

3

1876 elections, the issue of public education had been

-

i .

,;_,___‘ff P B e

s

brought into national-focus as a campaign issue in the form _

of the Republican-sponsored Sixteenthamendmentto the U.S.
R resent Lo

' Constitutgon.. The Republicans, fearful of increasing

L,..«

- strength of the Roman/Cathollcs w1th1n the Democratrc Party,

_\\ .

had proposed the" amendment }m 1875 to preserve the pub11c
educational enterprise in. the nation from religiously-

1nsp1red 1nterference. The amendment would clarify once

and. for .all time the unequivocable place of public education
. ; SRS 5 SR R ki

.ol
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Tﬁé‘*‘hé‘a rt of the amendment was unmistakable:

: ' No public. property and no public revenue
of, nor any loan of credit by or under the
authority of the United States, or any State
Territory, district, munic1pal corporation,
shall be appropriated to gr made or used for
the support of any school ducational, or
other institutions -under the control of any
religious or ant1-reliiio s sect, organization,
or denamination . . ; .

k‘

While the,amendment was

,chirds_VQte_inmthe“Senateﬂan_ died,an“abrupt.death,"it.

nevertheless pro ded'the Republicans with opportunities
to hold themselves up as pr tectors of the 1nVLolabillty,
the sanct1ty of American public -education, while condemnlng
the Democrats as the tooly of a rev1ved papal consp1racy
belng foisted the Amerlc_n people. “Thus, the 1ssue of the
surv1val of public educ t1on was a prlme polltlcal target

during 1876.

As the Republlcaﬁs convened for the convention ‘in

/ e
C1nc1nnat1, they wereé gravely concerned for the fate of the
/

The

=

‘nation as well as for the surv1val of their party.

' platform, upon wh1ch the cand1date would offer hlmself,

. / o
conta:Lned seventeen planks, none of which were ho{:{con-&

v
v

i

2

tested In f7ct, many Republlcans felt ‘that it he
S
least offen51ve platform that could be constructed//whlle

others felt that the platform was blata/ply "thrn and
. i ‘ 5

v

The nomlnatlons were made and the ballotlng commenced

weak."%

;-
r with the end result that the two.frontrunnersL James‘Blaine

s . - |
of Maine and Roscoe Conkling of News York destroyed each-

A
-

ater unable to achieve a two-,
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Birchard Hayes, Governor of the State ‘of Ohio, who had

' A

) Conkling had faded the nomination went to Rutherford!

.been nominated as a favorite son candidate from Ohio, 7

and who won the nomination in atqlassic case of a dark,“

horse running away with the prize. B
Governor Hayes was not an unknown political quantity,

as.has been’ discussed in.detail elsewhere. He had just

- been, reelected to an unprecedénted third term as Governor

of Ohio against heaVY'Democratic opposition in 1875. His’®
margin‘of'victory, though slight, was responsible due to
his strong advocady of public educatioh in Ohio and in

opposition to,thé/bemocratic-inspired Geghan Bill. He had ¢

g 'solid,- if not'spectacular, record of achievement as

governor throuohout his three terms, especially in the,

" areas of: penal reform; fiscal responsibility (Hard money),

»

minority representation, and expanSion of educational , -

opportunity. He had been a bulwark in support of national

e Republican oolicies and, as a sdlid oa ty regular, he was

[

" a respected war recoxx

x\
N
b -

a highly attractive commodity to the/convention.

L d

Untainted by the Grant admin'stration scandals, Hayes
was, to put it simply, a safe,
connected in any'way to/the'messuin Washington, D.C. In
additiOn'to allhthis, h _wasfé/veteran Union commander with

\o

.

'andidage; he could not he

~

nd had been wounded in - the field(

\{,/ v e t ,
Y,

A successful RepubXican politician, untdﬁnted,

& happily married fami y man, a party reguﬁar, allﬂcombined

SO N —: e e e ee i il B e e m e e e

.“other‘s chanceswinwthevmaneuvering. After:Hlaine .and



to make Hayes the presentable nominee of the Cincinnati
. _ , v |

convention.. . ' ' ‘ , R o,

As one views the Hayes' years, from 1877 to 1881, one

/
o

“is struck with the unswe;ving dedication with which the .

President methodically sought to fulfill ‘the Republican

platform of 1876. The consistency between the platform ////

objectives, the attivities of the’ Hayes' administration4/

/.
and his own sh‘f-appraisal of his term as President is

"remarkable. And, for our purposes here, it is noteworthy

andfcharacteristic of his administration that he constantly |,
) . ; . [\

v

' held up free/‘universal education as the only, truly legiti-

'mate cure for the div1ded nation s ills. Educatiqn and

~

opportunity to free, public education was to become the.
panacea espoused from the White-House throughout his four
years in office. |

Interestingly enough, Hayes perceived himself‘as‘a }
non-partisan éresident whose .efforts were to be directed

at bindingfup the natioh‘s wounds once and for all. The

iss e of restoring the South, not reconstructing lt, would

. be the essential component in restoring the nation s credi-

blllty Abroad and in its beliéf in itself Only a person

who stood above mundane party politicking could have

seriously entertained, thoughts 'as to the ‘success)of this

venturf. : ’ o
. . P ./ - .

Even before accept1ng the party’ s, nomination, Hayes
committed himsélf\to be always deservxng of the nation/s

4 .
confidencé as.its ‘President. He was, after alld the "

. . 8, -‘ . . //- -.“),V\.
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VhlS letter of acceptance to the Republican Party, ‘he con-

T.g_demned that. T

sqpport oi all thé planks in the platform,? Hayes iso

_— S S — ey R
nation's. President, not just the President of the Northl

To Carl Schurz, he'clearly indicated his desire'to serve
only one,term in the- Presidency, and, that if elected, he

would not seek a second term Haybs pointed out to

Schurz- : ' \ - A . ‘ -
e es e T really think’ that a Bresident could
do more ‘good in one term if untrammelled by«the
- belief that he was ¥ixing things for His -election
- - to d second term, than ‘with the.best intentions ’
' could be done in two terms with his power '

'« . embarrassed by that suspiciog or temptation

during hlS first four years.

o

' Hayes felt that an honest, open approach to the problems

'“that confronted the country would result in the restoring of

4

. . \
- its self confidence. He, too, was dlsmayed by conditions

that prevalled both North and Sodth. In his address at theél

’

'commencement at Ohio Un1versxty in Athens the week he. sent

B
3 Y

)

. . . this is justly said to be an age of
shams, of show and extravagance; an age of
paint, varnish, and gildlng, where the. homely

i virtues of economy,. i dustry, and plain common
honesty are forgotten, and the vices of shgws v
and extravagance prevail, alas, too often. '

»

He_urged upon all the graduates to internalize in their

total lites that, ". .L.-honesty is not only the best

b\

pollcy,pbut its own sufficient and very great reward e .

That Hayes took the Republlcan Platform serl usly as

AhlS chargé for his admlnlstratlon, lf elected, was ﬁ%éﬁrlv

- L4 N

9

* N ~~
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“ﬁﬁdle thht“ﬁi“fiif“ﬁéftiéﬁieriy,Sirbnaii“iﬁentk'eibii”‘”
service reform, the;reenmption qf‘specie payments, the.
pnblic;echool amendment, and the proposed Southern policy.
Hayeéistressed”that thp'public sehoois were to be "placed
beyond all danger of sectarian conérol or interference."
However, it was to the party s proposed Southern
lpelicy that Hayes directed most of his efforts in his
letter of accepuance.- His policy would be to attain the

permanent pacification of the country and to attain the

complete protection of all citizens in the exercising of
their-constitutional rights. Calling attention to the
' ' \
former rebellipus states, Hayes claimed that:
What the South most needs igj"peece," ‘
peace depends upon the supremacy of the law . . .
The moral and national prosperity of the Southern
States can’'be most effectually advanced bv.a
hea*ty and generous recognitioh of the right of

all, by al}o- a recognition without reserve oxn
exception. - ‘

‘Hayes assured the Southerners_that his'administration would -
take their truest interests to heart, both the interests of

white and colored people, and that'he would endeavor to -
creete a policy, that would ;ﬁipe_out forever the distinction

between North and’South in our éommo‘n.country."ll

The Disputed Election - .

The campaign Petween Hayes and the Democratic nominee,
Samuel Tilden, was vigorous, yet "reletively'free of mud-
«

' siinging nl2 phe Constitutiohal crisis which was'érecipi-

 tated by disputed electoral votes from four states was

S 110 - | | .



Electoral Commission which agprded in an eight to seven
. vote the dilputed electoral votes to Hayes, thereby éiving
*himﬂthe Presidency. Both Hayes and Tilden stay?d out of
the clamor over the yérk‘of the Electoral COmmission. It
-has beean denerally agreed that Hayes took no part in the
Commission's’decision, nor compromised himself in behindﬂ}
the scenes ndneuvering for votes. His unusual manner of
acquiring the Presidency was never'an issue during his
administration.13
While hayes publicly took no active role in the "“ifmwﬂ

election. dispute and its resolution, he was fearfil that

if Tilden did win the Presidency from the Commission, that
disorder would continue in the South and that general

prosperity ‘for both Southern‘whites and coiored people -

" would be delayed for yearss14 If Tilden won, Hayes' hopes

N

’

of "conciliating" Southern whites on the basis of obedience

to the law and on the subject of equal rights, his hopes

of dividing the Southern whites, and thereby protecting the

colored people, -would be dashed.;s“ ‘ ' s
As Hayes saw it, as the dispute continued, the .

electorate in general dreaded a Democratic victory for

16 . _ .
fear of what might transpire in the South. ™ Though at' e

times he viewed Tilden s victory as 1nev1table, he neverthe-
less held that he, Hayes, "could do more than any Democrat
to put Southesn affairs on a soundubasis.",]'7 For if the

" Democrats succeeded- isi gaining control of the White House,

\\

11



‘immiqrution'and tapital from “the North'and -from fore i’ﬁWT"
l sources wou&d not matorialize and tho South could not
prosper. ‘In short, the election of Hayel wqpld provide
conditions beneficial to the gouth economically and
materially; a Repubiican victory was the "only course which
can give -(the South) peace and prosperity."18 : |
While waiting for the Eiectoral Commission's decision}
Hayes continued to reaffirm his determination to "do my
duty uninfluenced by self#ish ambition or interest."?
Calling upon all his colleagues to be calm and deligﬁfate,
" he asserted that it would always be his objective to)do
what was best for the country.?oliﬂis only wish was for *
a strong,~wise, and successful administrdtion, and that ali
personal considerations were to ge subordinated to. that
objective.21‘ Above all however, Hayes pointed repeatedly
during this interimgperiod:that he had made no deeLtho

obtain the Presidency; and that he was and always wouid be

. "free absolutely from committals as to persons or policies n22

As the electoral dilemma ground down to its ultimate

resolution, Hayes addressed himself ‘to ciarifying h1s

thoughts on methods of restoration in the South The first .
‘order of business to 1mprove the South was a national effort
to the "means of education."23 Praying for the.ability to
be firm and w1se and just for the "true 1nterest of all the
'people of €he United. States,"_24 Hayes constructed ‘the

argument that the South was to be zﬁde prosperous "by a

vcheerful acquiescence in the resul s of the way, by peace,

ey



L

T
go w1th me heartlly and 1n good fa1th in support of" the

”observed and fa1thfully enforced"; and that the South was

T to be made once aga1n prosperous. and hapPY, hrough

_ - L= ©10 ~ y
~‘ . . . I » i ) “~ ) .. . .' ‘ \/ . :v N ’ " -
: 1 T ’_;e“' Co s ’ e o ,,}
'by educatlon, by 1mprovements.ﬁ25, A Hayes admlnlstratlon
wpuld be "frlendly and encouraglng" w1th regard to the e
_Southern quest:.on.26 T :sn',"."f 'h\$~ . ' e
' v e T T, . ,

. T

. ! P ‘ f . X . L } . v . . m N
The Flrst Year, 1877 e : : 2
5 - 2 .
By Eebruary 17 1877, Hayes ‘was feellng that he was . ¢
\

. &

assured of a favorable vote from the Electoral Commlsslon

- e

and commenced worklng .on his 1néugur 1 address and on -his
O L 4 i< J o I ’ ’ ) .
cablnet selectlons. He was detelened‘to”place-a.Southern-

DA e

'_er,;one who-was a Democrat, 1n his cablnet to 1nd1cate 'his

»favorable dlsp051t10n towafa’all 1n the South\ He was

‘\

committed to a publlc read1ness to recognlze all Southern¢

peopIe, w1thout regard to past polltlcal*conduct, who w111‘
L

/

'-'prlnglples of flrmly assertlng and'malntalnlng the r1ghts h

|

‘of blacks accordlng to the Thlrteenth, Fourteenth and

FlfteePth Amendments.?‘,8

L3

Hayes' Southern pollcy had‘ at this‘early'stage; ‘two

requlrements- that the protectrpn and welfare of the blacksf;'.

in the South by the three amendments was to be "sacredly o

™

'

"economy, honesty, and 1ntelllgence in thelr local govern~-

ents"'and through the "encouragement of 1mm1grat10n,
n29

, educatlon, and‘bu51ness and lndustry. - S,

On. March 5 . 1877, Rutherford B Hayes took the oath of .

.offlce as PreSLdent of the United" Slbmes and dellvered in

”
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his inaugural;address a reminder that civil service reform -

and ‘a -sound currency were to be hJ.gh priority 1tems in h1s .

admlnlstratlon. He\c1ted the amlcable settlement of tﬁe
d1sputed electlon as further proof to the world that only

in a-governmﬁﬂt where the r1ght of suffrage is unlversaI"
N 30

o .-

COuld such peaceful and lawful adjustment be pos51ble.
But, the major part of his speech dealt w1th the "motlves"
and the "important ends"-to be galned with regard to.the

@

"permanent pacification of the country." The terr1ble

—
L effects of the recent ClVll War were stlll present in the

a.

-

. South and. must be ellmlnated largely by the efforts of .-

..

local gover ents in the South Calllng for a dlsregard
of party—llnes and appeallng to the Southern local govern—J~
ments to submlt loyally and heartlly to the Constltutlon ‘
and e "laws of the Natlon and the laws of the States
themselves," Hayes.asserted that the ch01ce was one of ﬂ"f .

government, soclal order, and peaceful 1ndustr1es and
.l ‘Q‘_ s ~
happlness on the one slde or no government and barbarlsm

Haves c1ted the moral obllgatlon of both ‘the natlonal
9 Ed /

government and the Southern local ‘governments in the pro— /

on the other.

4

tectlon of the recently emanc1pated populatlon of the South
"He called-for polltlcal renewal~and for'materlal development
to aid in)restoringlthe South. 'A'major point,.however,/was .
his connectlng the restoratlon of ‘the South to thegcreatlon?
of unlversal educatlonal opportunlty.' Educatlon and restora—

R

tion had +to go hand in. hand for the salvatlon of the South,
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as wiﬁl as un1versal educat;on and the pepmanent palelCa‘«
- .’ ’a . - - PR
tlon of - the ent1re country. . -.u

'-'“7 .« . at the ba51s of all- nroperty . . 5

lies the 1mprovement of the intellectual and ° ) 4
moral condltlon .of ‘the peopleu Universal Vo ’
. suffrage sheuld rest upon un1versal education.
v To this end, liberal and permanen; provision .
' - should be made for the support of/@ree '
- -t -schogls by State governments, and if need be,
Ni. ' .~y supplemented by legitimate aid from natlonal
: : . authorlty.32 N , :

Hayes was .to be, durlng ‘his tenure 1n off1ce,.;he .

L moden Pres;denb for all Amerlcans, concerned not for '}

. &
o partlsan polltrcs, but dedlcated to the b1rth of a new,

o te :
fully un1ted natlon. Federal 1nterference would cease in

thé Southern states, for "My pollcy is; trust, peace,'and

'~‘to pnt“a51de the ‘bayonet. "33 Hayes would gamble on .
[

rev1v1ng local selfqgovernment,ithhe South, wh1ch meant

"the deteranatLon by .each State for itself of all questlons

as—€/ its own local affalrs."34 ' o T

Eo glvé publlc not1ce of hlS fa1th Ain the abll%ty o

of the blacks,and’ to glve-publlc_afflrmatlon to the South
rox ' ."_“v i . ) . N L o
of his dedication to their safety and prospe ity, Hayes

k]

e .“nomlnated Freder1ck M. Douglass as Marshall®of the District
— ‘ r.o
1?"of Columbla. Only.peaceful meth ds could restore harmOny

and gdod feellngs between sectl ns and races. HlS support

-

of Douglass, the f1rst black no.f ated to federal office,

o~ ‘,~'~Hayes feltu "should be accepted as .an 1nd1catlon of a pur-

r -

pose to aduénce the equal rights of the people of the
n36

Spe

entlre.country. \ . _
. : L
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The flrst three weeks of the Hayes admlnlstratlon

. ‘6’
‘were fllled Wlth Eally cablnet meetlngs to- w1nd up. dlsézted" -

~matters in _South Carollna and Lounslana.37 on Aprll 2, i f:

'the Pre51dent dlrected the remov l of federal/troops from

s

'f-the-South.3g ?ayes felt that,xrf w1than ar perlod of two. .

- the S°Uthern’"9°vern°rsr legislatures, press, and people

-or three months no ‘urther outbreaks occured 1n the South
.then hopes for ﬁus pac1f1catlon pollcy S success were real._

By Aprll 3, he felt that otgéﬁgsubjects"'could be brought
A i ' | )

8
'39 ’ -
-before the cablnet. ¢ A ,
TR S

By late Aprll l877 Hayes was seeklng "pled§es" from ..

\\-

R
-

'the ﬁmendments would be "falthfully observed" to the

that ‘the "colored people shall have ‘equal rlghts .to "\

P

flabor,‘educatlon, and the pr1V1ledes -of cltlzenshlp 40

By May, the Pre51dent felt that hlS policy was truly gain-~
1ng converts among Southern wh1tes,4I and d1rected federal
fo1c1als to-make a§p01ntments to their serqgces.that would -

_promote efflclency and meet the- approval of "all clqsses

q

%
of good cltlzens.ﬁ Hayes as optlmlstlc as to the

S

. beneflclal results,of such publlc good deeds

_ T e app01ntment of colored men to places
.« « + for which they are quadlified, will tend’
to secure to people of their race con51deratlon

and will diminish.race prejuduce.4 . _ o ’

By July, most of Hayes' attentlon wd//dlrected to- the
labor dlsputes and the Indian disorders in fhe West.43 .
‘Innboth cases, federal troops'were called-to intervene and “

-

put down the situations by force. . He was fearful that such
1 . . ' . o - ( 3 '

AR -'6.25‘
j 1 .‘ 2 :.

v oo

-
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' vremedy ,.The real remedy lay ln)the fleld of further educa- i

. N .

Cckdons T i T s

A . A
an actlon Qight be seen as .a renewal of intent €0 utilize .

federal mllltary authbrrty elsewhere,’especlally in the’ -

SOuth. But force, to Hayes, was only a’ temporary klnd of

- L ""Can“t somethlhg (be) dpne. by education of -
the capltalrQ;s, by.wiie.general pollcy to. end
or,dlmlnlsh the ev1l3 L ,

Q .4
P

By the end of summern_Hayesfmoved“to,go.before-the E

. R : . i . . ’
people'to speak of his Southern‘policy._ He would show

J y _
hlmSelf as Presldent of all the people and would artlculate

qwhat reslded in the consc1ence of the good loyal American

everywhere 1n the country . Lt e

..

Durlng August, he made a nonrpolltlcal" sw1ng through

-

fthe~northeast.* He called upon - the people to recognlze
;that the admlnlstratlon s)Southern pollcy was but an |
. ®

experlment that needed a t:lal period durlng whlch the "good

sense and judgment of the eople" would prevall ~Bygones-

. ‘
were bygones and sth an experlment was necessary 1f ever

5) ’ '

'Northerners were to hope te~have any 1nfluence in the
‘future of the South ~ Even pow, after only six month

1mprovements in the South were ‘noted.
9
I am advised through’ the teachers in the
South who have gone forth from.Oberlin College
') that ‘their condltrpn has much lmproved during \
the past few months, and there is. a qarked
improvement in the social element of all the
better classes of soc1ety.45 , . S .

-_Hayes constantly downplayed party afflllatlons, and called

~upon his audiences t0~see3themselves as "all Amerlcans,

rather than,all Democrats or Republicansa It is noteworthy

" R : | - 17 : v
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that Hayes had with him on mls national tours his cabinet ;.9

member, Qav1d M. Key, Postmaster General, a Southern~

Democrat from Tennessee, whom he held forth as a- sh1n1ng

« "

example of the "new" wh1te Southerner, bellev1ng .in the
Amendments, bellev1ng that there was slavery no longer

in the South’ and that all men of" all colors were’ to be.

-

-equal. and more 1mportant, that "he 1s ready to carryxout

these prlnclples."46 o o Y

Urglng that a real union had to be -one that was a.
"unlon of hearts . .". and frlends," Hayes pledged that the‘

: \
old. harmony and concord between North and South would

. return.47 We, 1n Amerlca, were to be "hereafter\lndes-
tructably one natlon "48 e . L \

S «

To talk of such things in the North was one th@hg,;yet
) N - Y \
to tour the South where the experlment was "to occur was :

qulte another strategy, one, however,_delsgned to speedlly
get acceptance from the Southern peoples, black and whlte,
‘.of his- policy of pac1f1catlon and restoratlon, and to
raise.the issue of universal educataon as the essentlal
balm/ for heal old wounds. In_September, 1877, Hayes and
his party of cabinet members‘héaded'into Dixie.v

| The first major stops of'the Southern_tour werev

Louisville, Kentucky, and Nashville, Tennesseé?u§0n~Septem-

i F

ber lg, assertlng that his v1s1t to the Southern states was

~

to increase the frlendshlp between the. federal government

~

‘and. the people,oﬁ the South’5 Hayes expressed the hope that

! «

news accounts of his visit would: "increase thg¢ knowledge of

b .. o _ 18"

.
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+

the people of all the States;" about the new administra- .

* _ e
‘tion's dedication.to peace and harmony in the nation. ( .
. - S
. The day for peace had arrlved and the former combatants

were té'work together to achleve that end. Hayes applauded
I - .

.....

learn1ng for both blacks and wbltes, as he felt that\"thls

‘is prec1se1y the th1ng which of all others . . e w1ll do the

-

L
most to br1ng about the. exact condltlon we want in, tha
< . country w49 Increaséd busrness in the’ South/would com:\as

a result of emlgratlon between the states and 1mm1gratlon,

~

'from abroad that would be naturally attiacted to the South

.. . M - > .
T o 'The secret of such regeneratlon accord1ng to Presldent///’
: C . . —_— . - - " .

. Haye$:~ __ - . - oo : , )

, Let there be a llttle school house in every
" neighborhood, on every side hill,“on some side

of it - the shady if possible - and obtain a

teacher nine months in the year. Such school
houses scattered everywhere, will be a better

advertlsment of your country than any ‘other that

e costs the ‘'same amount of* money, which can be

~contrived. Therefore, my frien rejoice

that you are doing so much in Na hv1lle for ‘the

cause of educatJ.on.50 g .

. S

In comments. spec1f1cally directed to. blacks in the

~ ‘ » .
' aud1ence, Hayes . clalmed that "peace at last relgns supreme

—a »‘, R ’.
and unbroken throughout thJ.s whole countzy," and that the '

R R 1 g o

§outhern black was safer now ;n the South than at any time

\\_ with the presence of federal bayonets‘_ The South must B
. o _

its ful; partnersh1p with the, rest of the country, _ .
e one neglected area in the natlon would ult1mately o

br1ng down .the ent1re nation into f1nancmal ruin. : The

19 )
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"’ blacks had a deflnlte role. to play in tégfrejuvenatlon of

.

;f " the rulned Southland - "Let (educatlon) ‘have your suppors
‘ \and with thls and with peace prosperlty is yours. n51

‘In Chattanoog the Presldent referred to the‘"addl-
tlonal lncentlve" to the development of the South that the |

O ‘ establlshment of ne1ghborhood|school houses would prov1de

"

“his‘travels;through Kentuoky.to’Tennessee,'Hayes remarked of
* the boys ‘and g1rls-wav1ng Amerrcan flags before thelr

- school houses and of renderlng patrlotlc songs’ as- he passed
. . 7
A new day of Amerlcan patrlotlsm was dawnlng in the natlon

A

>w1th thls renewed "attachment to° the U o and an affectlon
for the pr1nc1ples of a republlcan Government “53
In Atlanta, Hayes contlnued ‘to seek the good w1ll of
the Southerners, claiming that there was noth1ng to separate
;' -;, ’ North and South ahy longer. Slavery was'the crime of the’

. previous generatlons and the new- generatlon of” Amerlcans

were rlght the prev1ous wrongs.

s
. Now. let us come together, let each man make
up his mind to be ‘a patriot in his own home and
glace . . . uporr the great question of the upion
f the States and the rlghts of all citizens, we
shall agree forevermore_ - ) N

»
~

HayES(returned to Washlngton, D.C., felllng as if the

for the attraction of hew capital and labor.sz _Repollectlng'

s

. Southern tour had indeed been a trlumphant one. Immedlately‘

upon hlS return to’ the papltal he addressed hlmself to

4ljspec1fy1ng ducational needs and clarlfylng the obllgatlon
. v .
of the fede al government to meet those needs as revjrds v

. another prob em . group, -the Indian populatlon 1n America.

S 7 -
\‘l “ ’ \ ’ ! ,. B ' L | . { ) . _;

L
T



.. Urging the Sioux Indian delegation ,to swallow the

'J( bitter pill of tribal relocation, Hayes adv1sed them, as" -~

! I deSire you to|have schools for your & ' .
children,'so that they may be educated to take =~ -
care of themselwes, and become industribus and - Ll L/F
prosperous like the children of my peaqple . . .- ot
You must work and learn to'produce for yourselves <
/ . that which you need. Cﬁttle and hoes and ploughs ) ,

: will be more useful to you than ponies and guns. 2 '
y ~ To be educated so as to know how to work and fo 4
_ s . . gaxn. their own living| by raising cattle and

N tilling the soil will|be better for your childreg5 .

ey than hunting buffaloes or dancing the war dance L

. Assured of the cooperation ofythe~Indians in,the Westil\)'

|
1

. B
and convinced that'the/gouthern question was ‘on_a “goOd'

s ﬁcfooting," Hayes felt that in mid-fall all was proceeding ‘

@ * | rather nicely.56~ The nominatdon to the Peabody Education

Fund Board of Trustees by the Southern members of that

group and the unanimous confirmation of his place on the o

.i.
|

board was but another sign to Hayes that his "pacification

measures were approved by the whole country." He

!

- regarded his prospective work with the Peabody Board as.
eXCeedingly_honorable and pleasant-employment.“57v However,

,_% 'reports brought before.the regular cabinet meetings.,
'." continued to deta;l the ongoing outrages against the black \'«

-
- “

population of the South.58 These thices were particularly

gpainful tp Hayes as his poliCies had all but eliminated

P

5o .the uSe of the federal miliEary for the pritection o¥ black

c1tizens.59 Hayes wduld not renege on hi
“ l)»
' the Southern/states to create their o

P

promise to permit ) /

social orde¥ and, |

.
‘) .. i
: , |

T ". o y

\
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[ . . o ‘ . n : : . \
_ ) thus; he continued to call for the educaééﬁifror'all' '
a_). Americans, 1nclu€1ng blacks and fndlans, and particularly’

. ° - in what he termed deustrlous haBits."50 .
' » i ) ‘ ™ . : N
) ' In December, Hayes presented ﬁls flrst annual message

Y » .
-* - to Congress and»contlnued to plead or\comprlancefwlth his

a&mlnlstratlon s policy. Hlttlng again’on his'Southern
§

,pollcy, civil serV1ce refd&mr and hard money, he‘;ndlc ted

: h1s cont1nu1ng bellef upon educatlonal success as the
? —._ \
'~ source of natlonal salvation. He noted the pllght of the
K
Western trlbes with greét’sens1t1v1ty and sympathy and

alled for Congress to. prov1de for “the establlshment and

malntenancevof schools to br1ng them under the control of \Ji;/

5 /

'ivilEZEd iﬁflueﬁcé§“”é Good Indians who proved themselves

]

by: supportlng the1r famllles by the1r own labor and who
detached themselves frb their tr1bal\relatlons ought to‘be

given full cltlzenshlp nd permltted to part1c1pate in the o

61

beneflts of the Homestead Act. ~He even.requested that

the U.S. Army be Supplied w1ﬁh "more abundant and better

‘ L .l . : 5 62 l.l . T e — ) :
5 Pe . readlng matter." '_" . . et

-~ ~
.

for some type of supolemental a1d from

) the Natlonal Tr asury to the publlchschools of the Dlstrlct

6

.0of Columbia ™~ and to technlcal and h1gher educatlon across

(- . the country énd'to local systems of. education in the South.
Common schoollngéand hlgher and»technlcal -education ought
. ! - .
to recelve ald from the federal government so as to

. .prov1de for the natlonal welfare and to malntaln.our

promlnence among the lead1ng nataons of the world communlty,&

= . . «

. 4 . :

» R . :

" _ '22 _ .
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‘ 'J / Hayes«p01nted out that questlons of the future and their
;, ‘-: ‘ ,settlement 9epen\\? upon the v1rtue and intelligence
" of the people." One would hope in vain for the success
of a government when one .did not insure the inte ligence of '
/ ‘“z"those who are the source of power." "-\b/} | \

~_Decrying'the fact that one;seventh of‘the Aherican-
population were 1111terate) Hayes ur?ed the establlshment
of a federal ,university in Washington, D. 97 He called for
proper monetary supporﬂfof the proposed Sm1thson1an museum
fand for the\expanslon of the Library of Congress. He
called for leglslatlon that would enable federal property '

4

" to be utlllzed foz. the purposes of "avaalable and‘efflcient
.}_: . 1nstruc€/—\ " with regard to 1nventlon, surger, educa-'
. £ [
tlon, and agrfculture." Hayes ended by. assert1ng that the

cap1tal should be seen as more than a mepe_"polltlcal -
\g»centre," but shg uld pro&ﬁde opportunities to.'
. promote the general 1nte111gence of
v'the\peopl and increase the conditions most

' fayorahle ghe success and perpetu1ty of our
-~ irstitutions. . _

- . The Sécond Year: 1878 = .

-

e With a reasonably successﬂgl f1rst year behlnd h1m,

Hayes determlned to move on the offens1ve even more in. 1878,
. as he declared, "It is betterlto.attack than to defend."6§
[4
- "His veto against the Demo ratic-inspired Silver Bill in late

Fehruary gave‘notice to 411 that he would not waver from his

[

platform commitments nor his conv1ctlons derived from past
Ass |

*-governmental service and experlence. Though he perceived

23
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.v1nd1 ted h1s faith in the South's ability to reenter the

“wanted peace,_educatlon,.;mprovements, and 1mm1grat10n."

the national call t®. education.

[

hlmself as nat llked by the Washlngton p011t1c1ans,_he was .

sobered and sustalned by the positive afflrmatlon by the

people in general across the land. 66 f, -; - ' o

Hayes.Was_determined}to continue his "nom=partisan"

type qf'administration, feeling‘that, in the long run, it

would sustain the Republican Party for, "The party out of

power gains by all partisah conduct of those id‘power."67

His number one accomplishﬁent‘after'a full year/in office

v

was "Peace, safety, order in the'South, to an extent not

n68

known for half a century." Subsequent litigation about

L ’ .
the Elegtgral Commission decisions in the election'dispute

. had favored the Commlsslon and Hayes felt that th1s

s

—

mainstr f\ of American llfe.

. ’ . ' 3 .

For the f1rst time the better classes have

overrg&ed the violent. Pacification begins to
tell.. e .

»

-

The "ruffian/class"'in the South had had its day ihd now

v the publlc oplnlon of the "better elements would here- >
.\‘,: after relgn supreme.70 | - _ S
Hayes was convinced that’ his pollcy Was worklng )
”\.successfully, albelt slowly, clearly in 1878, the South
71

fhe new- imperative of his administration was to articulate -

4

; Education is our greatest present national

' .concern. ' General education is the best preventa-
.tive of the evils now most dreaded. In the civil-
ized countries of the world, the question. is. how
to distribute most generally and - equally the
property of the world. As a rule, where education

VY :
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is most general the distribution of property y‘)¢
is most general . . . As §nowledge spreds, '
wealth spreads. To diffufe knowledge is to
‘diffuse wealth. To give all an equal chance
w to acquire knowledge is the best and surest
way to giys all \an equal chance to‘acquire

property.

© . A . . . )
. ~

When Hayes was 1gv1ted to Hampton Institute in

1

Virginia, he finally unveiled his educational plan for the'

Southern black.. The truest test of the black's success

-

’rn the South was their acquisition of property and wealth n

ha
A

and their practice of thrift.. The freedmen and black

i wome% needed "something more than the learning of the

b.

schoolhouse." An 1ndustr1al school” like Hampton Institute
; would prov1de the training" needed. While 1lliteracy .
would be overcome in such a school, more- 1mportant was to

be the 1nculcation of Benjamin Franklin's virtues. of

e

ﬁindustry, selftreliance,‘self-control, economy,.landf
thrife.n?3 . |

' Hayes, speaﬁing-at‘Hampton,:enthusiastically praised
the‘worklof its students,'teachers, and patrons, and

- . assured the blacks. that the current generation=of Americans

) . '

® held as their-duty the rearing up of thelformer slaves

S to the-full status of American citizenship. While the
’ >

black had learned to work under slavery,‘now the times
\anded that he-"learn'to-save. Whether it be before
students at Howard University in Washington, D. C. or .
before the Hampton students, the charge must Stlll be “the’
74

_sam : "Be determined to work - to earn -,to save."

")
|
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L. The imperative for the Southern black was to become as

<

much like the white.man as possible and as quickly as
possible. The same entreaty applied also to the Indian,

except the Indian had proven himslef an honorable adversary,

- ot -

and so, justice and good faith were to dicfate all dealings
between the federal authority and the tribal congregations. B

The errors of ‘the past were to be corrected and though it

. - B 4

would COSt money,‘ét would prove to be money well spent

‘e

For, the Indian,'". %,e let there be the most liberal .

prOVlSlon for his physical wants, for education in its

w1dest sense, and for religious instruction and training."75

. In October, 1878, Hayes spent his birthday in New York
i ,

City attending his first meeting of the Board of Trustees

“] - ©of. the Peabody Education Fund and was impressed with the

»

good and wise work of the board,members anQ their agent, R

Reverend Barnas Sears. While ever increasingly optimistic~

v

about the success his pacification polic1es in the. South, -
he was nevertheless gravely concerned ‘when reports of white ';ﬁ‘
: i

intimidation of blacks came to his attention. Elections

. were Stlll being manhandled in the South largely,according

b . . -

‘to Hayes, because :the political div1sion was also the

color division; whites were Democrats and blacks were’

= *

Republicans.~ The division was not based on“poiitical
_princples.but on color,'aloneg..inision.of the whites, -
that is, the establishment of'aldistinct-white Republican

' + element in the Solth, and eduéation woukd prove the turning”

\

. point in the Sout “y . L
e . . " Zb ’

v . . >




: -,
General and h1s marshals to. deal w1th acts of persecutlon

The whites have the 1ntelllge
property, and the course which make powe
“. negroes are for- the most part 1gnorant, poor,
and tlmld 77 3 . : .

Whlle Hayes had generally relled upan the Attorney-' ST

@ S L

in the South, h1s v1ew had always been that 5w1ft prosecu-

=Y

,-a

tion of those Charged and vxgorous sentenclng of those

kS /""'

‘found gullty were part and parcel of h1s Southern polJ.cy.J,8 -

\

‘The elect;ons held in 1878 in the South and espec1ally 1n Q‘r;

:Loulslana contalned so many allegatlons of crlmlnal %gts .

23

_ agalnst black voters, that Hayes, Wlth the full backlng ofv-

:be spared to obtaln a full and fa1r 1nvest1gatlon of the

.alleged crlmes, and to secure the conv1ctlon and Just

-,not yet reached'"complete unlty of feellng and rec1procal

:-hls cabbnet prbceeded to stlr the Aﬁtorney-General to evenf '

u—,

'broader efforts in the prosecutlon punlshment of gullty

‘fpart1es.79 Hayes went on_record w1th dlspatch to show all
that v1gorous enforcement of all the laws and the protec-~.i>;.fo

__tlon of every man in the exerc1se of h1s polltlcal rlghts 1 ;f

NS N ) .

.-are held to. be entlrely cons1stent w1th everythlng the

‘Presldent has ever sald w80 " . "l:’:”" . ’:§f17 ‘ 'f;

. ( Q . . M u-"' : ;‘. R '. .;
Hayes repeated aga1n in hls Second Annual Message to- -

)

| Congress that he would hold ‘no - truck with V1olators of the Ty

t

Constltutlonal Amendments, "No means w1th1n my power w11€/

; e ey
e

punlshment-of the guJ.lty."81 While the Unlted States had .’

‘Ge

-

s s

,:confidence" between North and South, progress was be1ng made

N

‘-?.‘|

'in that d1rectlon -and it was mov1ng gt an every accelerat;ng fi'

}'\

. - N N ‘_\}d ) ..- ;1.6_ “l.' a 4'- | . . ,
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pace.- Whlle publlc oplnlon would overrlde sectlonallsm .

and prejudlces, Hayes would do his share through the federal

’
4

apparatus to secure and protect black r1ghts ln the South.

In h1s second annual message to Congregs, Hayes again

L3

called for the prov1slon of educatlon opportunlty for bhe )

Indlans of the West The experlment ln taklng flfty Indlan

!

-chlldren away from thetrlbes for educatlon in an elementary

Engllsh program and ln agrlcultural and other work pursults o

5

for the purpose of" returnlng them to the1r trlbes to serve

as 1nterpreters, lnstructors,,and examples was prov1ng of

n L2

great 1nterest, and qould well be the solutlon much,sought T

- NS . Y. i « e v . e

s to tHE "Indlan problem." ;: -~ “ﬁ i ='¢¢f‘ S
- : T - '
S R It is also a well-authentlcated fact that
S o Indlahs ‘ar’e apt to be peaceable and quiet when:
‘ - -their children.are at school, and I am grat1f1ed
" to know, from the. expresslons of -Indians them-
selves and from many concurrlng reports, that

. '-fthere isca steadlly increasing desire, even among ,v”
-+ . - Indians belongind to comparat1vel§ w11d tr1bes,_ 5
T *“2'“, to_have their Ahlldren educated > . \

:Hayes also called-for an lncrease in pay for soldlef-

~teachers employed at the varlous post-schools and for an
‘lncreased fﬁndlng ior the bulldlng of schools and llbrarles

;.at the dlfgLrent army posts about the country.83.' L

Hayes lncluded speclal note of the Report of the -

. . e . :
_; . Commissloner of the Bureau of Educatlon lndlcatlng "gratlfy—‘ :
;.-_; L “. .
: lng progress throughout the country TSR w1th respect to

. .\ . ‘/' )' .
o ' the extenslon of the advantages Bf the common-school ' e

)
_‘b

5sYstem." ~Calllng for Congress to enact propér measures for

supplementlng local~school d1str1cts ‘in the states w1th -

. ¥ n_!_ ‘e e 28 . P
: i "
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. y .
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*S\dg model educatlonal center for the country, Hayes aga1n -t f

. * 26

—

natlonal a1d through—federal money, he exclalmed hnp

e 14

, education more than ta any other ‘agency we are to look, RS
”* 5. o
as the'resources for the advancement of thevpeople‘ln the :

'requisite knowledge'and'appreciatiqp of their rights and

responslb;lltles as citizens .. . 'u84\

Pursuant to his objectlve of" maklng the cap1tal a

pleaded for more monies foribpe expansaongof the leiary -

y 9of Congress, for tpé establlshment of a museum’ by the

’ ;sentlment.seemed to be cont1nurng~to~1mprove'w1th regard to

'his'administration. 'Black emi ration from ‘the South*had ..

L4

Smlthsonlan ‘Institution, for additional buildings and

teachers for theLReform School of the Dlstrlct of Columbla,

~

and for the dOnatlon of more land- for the support of

Dlstrlot of Columbla publlc schools.ss.:' o o 1' R

~ . o

The Third Year: 1879 - j ST - ;l,,' | T e

) As Hayes entered his thlrd_year as: Presldent, oubllc

eﬂcouraged th to. obtaln pomes and emplovment would "force

¢ -4 B

the better class of Southern people to suppress the v1olence
of the ruff1an class,‘and to protect colored people 1n the1r

ra.ghts.".86 ‘Ruffigns were not to’ be’ tolerated by ‘Hayés' in f'?

-

any s1tuatlon, even to the p01nt of Hayes brlngrng before

E2
.,

- the cab!ﬁet the 1ssue of ha21ng at West P01nt and Annapolls..fl'

E
~

"9 g . . . . - . o



The decision was to. crush out the practice and'reduce all

hazers to: the “lowest ranks in the Academy,“ an action

v

- ;'whlch the Presldent guaranteed would be r1g1dlv enforced: 8’
In September, Hayes toured with his cab1net members
the states of the Central West and spoke on the theme of °
natlonallsm, a topic wh1ch\was “uproarlously";mceumﬂ With
but a year and a half remarnlng in hlS term, Hayes rededl-
R v.",cated hlméelf toz . ' .
, . : » P;'. try . to live during my remalnlng years..
ot -7 a useful life. 'To make others happy and to make
a "+ men and women better to the, extent fﬂmyﬁpower -

. T, "thls.must be mam\alm _

, : i

e

~a"_ :' . In Kansas, he v1s1ted‘the unlverslty at Lawrence and

f1n Parsons,,Kansas, he re301ced thathhe est thlng that
B - Kansas had shown him had been thelr school ..
S - . -There is nothlng better than that to show
oo anywhere; that is-a good thing . .--. There .is s
. no better "advertisement for a}community or a S
- o city . . ..the very best ass’'of emigrants do , - ¥.
IR * go where th have ‘good ools, and sp you . . T
o o have done ri t with me : Co S v

- U S

IR 'Hayes‘ Thlrd Annual Message on December 1 1879

.

_ :
announced the success of the Hampton Instltute experlment

in the educatlon of Indlandchildr/n of wvarious trlbes at .",

"the Vlrglnla cahpus. So promlslng were the results that N

[N i . -

the old-federal irlvary barracks at{garilsle, Pennsylvania,

: had” been turned 1nto an’Indlan school educatlng 158 Indlan "Qas
) 3 ty l }x&\ ﬂf’._ -

chlldren._ Plans werehelng made fpr the estabﬁlshment pf a ‘ﬁ

bl

_ slmllar school for the chlldren of the Paclflc coast Indlan 1"%,

A £ ‘ A:“ Se
trlbes at Forest Grove, Oregon.. Hayes,requested‘hoth E»f;w\

e / ,federal funds to be allocateq to th*nr operation and rhv1ted flf"
. e . o f*',' U §

N

i*
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v - o
private philanthropy to assist.90
Hayesp in this messade,. as in his previous one,

p01nted with pr1de to the exten51on of education opportunl-.

-

-t1es across the country,;: in particular the common-school

5

systems of the newer statesvand the unlversities.and

colleges of the agricult&fal and mechanical arts.?1 He,
e : T ) ' . . T -'
once again, .argued for funds to care for the Library of

.Congress, the" Smlthsonlan Instltutlon, and for the bulldlng
-of addltlonal fac111t1es for the" Dlstrlct of Columbla

\ 5 _ ;
public. schools.92 : - R o
Pl '. / . ./’( ‘ i ’/\

~~ The Last Year: IBS0 - | BRI

- President Haves, early in his final vear in office

reiterated his pos;tlon agalnst a secbnd term EEE

' - . « if the. nomlnatlon and the electlon and
thé commission were offered to me, I would refuse,
: under all ciraumstances to depart from my  avowed
*' . purpose not to,be my own successor. In nqQ way
" . could do the‘country so great a rservice. as by
settlﬂg a precedent against a second term:
Several Presidentg have declared themselves when
S -candldates, or when elected, opposed to a second’
o - term. I shall be the first who had adhered to’
** the rule when the questlon arose at the end of a .
first term 93 . R ’ N y"

'Hayes appeared at the fest1v1t1es commemoratlng Hampton
Instltute S‘twelfth annlversary 1ﬁ‘Vﬂrg1n1a. Hayes was, as-
always, .effusive in hls pralse of Armstrong s, work at the

vschool. --He saw Hampton as solv1ng the problem of the South

* *

‘to fear . e . sectlonallsm and race pre]udlgea“ 'Haﬁpton was

do&ng ﬁhe "good work"-w;h 3]_ o I ,§

:'b 'A‘ n (' "!

hy ellminatlng the "only two enemles Amerlca .has any cause -

e



~

» ’ : : T
. We would not undertake to violate the laws « .
of nature, we do not wish to change the purpose .
of God in making these differences of nature. 4
We are willing to have these elements of our
populatlon separate as the finggrs are, but ?
k,

rejoice tp see them united for pvery gogg wo
for National defense, one, as ¥he hand

The one great theme that would dom1nate his last year

"in offige was to be that of_educatlon.‘ At the commencement -

 ceremonies of his alma mater, Kanyon College, Gambier,

Ohio,‘Hayes warmly'praised‘the‘work of the "small colleges“

and reassured the graduates that in practical llfe, merlt

was’ d1scoverédrand determlned_and—that7 as-graduates*from'

L2 .
a small school they need‘not dread the competltlon of the _“’

<

in the East that would have as its maln target ‘the Pac1f1c

future. ffgwwl

uflnile theme ofithe admlnistratlon was to be ‘the call for

W e - S

., The student of the small college who has _ e
diligently and thoroughly mastered the studies = - -
-'of his. coyrses will surely find that he is at .
no dlsadvantage as compared with the greatest
. of what are known as the great-Colleges in -the
* training, elementary - knowledge, and “hdbits -of
thought and- study which are requisite for success
. in ther .professions or in any field of learning -
' ~.or science which he may chpose to enter. - There® St
are comneﬁsatlons in the little,colleges for the'
well known, advantages«of the larger 1nst1tutlons 3

-

) Wlth morallty and conf1dence ln the federal. gbvernment

i

~restored and w1th the 1ntegr1ty of the offlce of Pnesldent

~~

strengthened Hayes commended a natlonw1de tour beg1nn1ng

N\ _.'e--

Coast States, .never before v1s1ted'by a U S Pres1denf. H1s

N ¢ "

- ’ - .

-un;yersal, free educatlon for all Amerlcans.; Inv1ted to

t.\

”'address the Yale College Alumnl 1n July, Haye polnted to

_the school people as the real leaders of the natlon-'
- .’/ . v

S . : \ _ S
.. LN !

o "‘\'-32?-
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Any administxation, and any country, is more

indebted to the man who is engaged in educating

the people than it is to those who are its execu- -

tive and administrative officers . ., The real .

government resides at last in the men who . ..r .

stand at the helm, and have charge of the boilers.. o

and engine - the men who form and guide the public - ﬁ-'

opinion which propels the ship and directs its S -
.. course. he head of such an institution as this,

AN (Yale) , where moral and intellectual. culture are: R

., combined, \is tHe man who forms men, who.control _,
\Qot only qhe figure~head but control the natJ.on.96

‘ - At ColumbuE . in August, Hayes,'speaking be ’ a, ' |
\ S
gathering of Ohio Union Army veterans, unveiled his ase AT

R

" of universal edﬁcatxon-

- - To peggetuate the Union and -abolish. slavery
swere the work of the war. To educate the unedu-

e

e op

cated is the appropriate work of peace. As long
ag-any considerable numbers of our countrymen are
uneducated, | the c1tizensh1p of every American in.
every - Staté&is impaired in value and is constantly

lmperilled

- and -has done| it well. The work of the schoolmaste'r

The soﬁEier of the Union has done his work
is now in order.%7 . -

- o

.. . N b ' -.l’ .
&}, Where free a%cess to, education is found in the country, ;,-

there also w111 bj found increasing population and growing

prqsperity, as well as. complete support of the equal-righfs

'3

Amendments. Such Zreas attracted immigratlon. ‘The recent

census, Hayes charged clearly exposed the lack of 1mmigra-"

tion into the SoutA rather population was leav1ng the B
R .

former;siave-holdiﬂg States.

3 -

. AO . s

~The fruits of The Union v1ct6ry of arms w?uld never be .
harvested until thelformer slaves and .the large

'-slaveholding whﬁhes obtained an- education so: .as to
&nhance theiruexerCLSe*of ;iberty and therrights of full e —@@;

-« F' .' e ?



T colored-and other llllterates of the South " all for all
.\-‘-'.' 4w SE

N e i T ,-.%» u

o B v' . 31

’ ) t

. . . : . . // o
/éitizenshipﬂ While the South had made much progress, as
L\»L long as the evils of slavery lived oﬂ”in those regions
‘/ '
because of the ignorance of the peo le, "great and

_ permanent prosperlty" would be lmpqssible. Clting data

'from the Peabody Educational Foundz Hayes 1nd1cated that .

-

_ /
- two)milllon Southern children were without the "means of

/

1nstructlon" and that in the face of this 51tuatlon ot
/

grossest 1gnorance, ne1ther pozérty stricken stateS‘nor
» individual phllanthropy would b/‘enough to vercome the

‘conditlons., "Nothlng short of/the wealth and power of- the

To truly complete the V1ctory of- the ClV}l War, the

means ofueducat;on were t'/be amply'"p;ov1ded for (in) all

- - parts of our\couutry"-/ o .

 a . -

A PR Ignoi:%z//ls the enemv most to be dreaded

’ ' by the friehds of free* government. Ignorant
‘- voteriégre powder and ball for the. demogogues. o e

S .The r t to vote w111 1¥se its value in our
e country if 1gnorance is pérmitted: permanently

.kﬁ' : e schoolmaster alone can abollsh,the eyils .
ersal

to/prevail in any conslderable orotiongzgﬁlt. . -

-~ which slavery has left.in the \South.

’ the dutiesof cltlzenshlp in a. republlc w1thout
free schoois._ ;.g; - 5 L e

%
o

. v
49

fic Coast States, Hayes prer

pared only'nne speqch to deliver and thatswould be on.

For h1s to r of the Pa

\ a8 4
'( natlonal ald to edgsat&on = to the educatlon,Qf the

Y [

an 51mllar clrcumstance in the country.100 Sklll and
a a - - .,

”if rntelllgence atthe ballot boxes 1n a democracy codld bevf

@

3 \‘1'0
° .,‘.‘ . ) '_'\,~ -‘-.‘_‘ T ‘ - B .:. v

education is the only safe foundatlon for . R
universal’ fuffrage. Men cannot be: fltteq for » i

-



'c.f_ o <6btained'only through "training and education," and Hayes)

swas absolutely conv1nced that w1thout such training and

3
» g

educatxon,‘"wxse and honest self- government is imposSLble."

N .  To guard. thé sacred truth of equ l rights
ne step further. We shou \d furnish
, , © tq all{-our countrymen the means.for th t.instruc-.
“ . . °  tion and knowlédge SEERE L DI :

\

Fﬂf.‘ . Kicking off his Pacific tour in Canton, Ohio, on

_.. . B ALY S . \
v Y

’September 1, Hayes took great pamns tovmake his audience

\
3' ", - ‘aware of the magnitude of the evil of, Ignorance to be . " f,
s -7 ~erased . In the South, alone,-almdst two anﬂ a half million |

' children were grow1ng up thhout schooling of anx&type. -
i

.\‘l . -

._;‘ As the South was too poor to educate their owh, -was Ythe =~ .

‘sacred<duty, as it is in,the,hIghest interest" of'\the -

country to accept.thev"grave-responsibility" for their

“a education.

- “e L Inithe Western Territories, there were over two

b . B A ]

vahundred Indians, most of whom-wer€ unc1v1lifed The country

l&ls

» of the. c:.v:.liz:.ng 1nfluences oi‘ education." Hayes mad'-. i

scléar that he preferred that they be cared for by the

- *

7i”.f‘_ was faced w1th d ch01ce either offexterminatin the I

.or of Absorbinq them ‘into Amenican c1tizensh1p "by me

-

o "clvllizrng deﬁartment of- the Government, the Bureau of’\

. . . 7 .
- )
5) - . s - . . . ( v . . ~ A g

) ) i "Educatlon. .. e ) "..' L e s LA . \
. v e X ¢

: fﬂ;.*f’ The Terrltoraes were filled w1th ill;terate cltqzens

1t . ~ 'Pg'.a"’

o T in 1ncrea51ng numbers"in ‘New* Mex1co alone'over fity-two

C e thousand offthose over ten years of age were illiterate.
. \ A
N . P
L To Hayés i;,,t-was,;zclear,,that the General Goverment wasmto.ﬁ. ..
R R , ' e DA & T e S IR
al. - Sy s N J . i N
: 3. -, \\ . . -
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-

. prepared us forlgrave.trouble in the immediate fut

T 33° . -

~u

"provide for tne educationf of the territorialfcitizens. “
" Foreign immigrants were péﬁrinq into the nation at- a
rate that was\skpepted to be some five million new arrivals'
between 1970‘and‘3880., Héyes estimated that from'twenty )
to twenty-five percent of the immigr;nts were illiterate,

another million that soon.would be expected ‘to talke the

s

reins of full c1tizenship. The.difficnlties of the outh -

: ~ B S ‘
the aid of the General Government were withheld from

supporting universal education 102
oo

MOVing westward " Hayes expoSed the cause of universal

ppery)

education and the nee\ ;or federal-aid tq sustain-it as his

-

"hobby" in an address ‘at Ottumwa, Iowa.f A new.policy.was

to be inaugurated o -the ihportant topic thatz"knowledge

- was power,".and "whe e universal suffrage prevails, there

{

must be unive}sal education.

R

_ . There is much for the General. Go&“fnment to

~ do before some of the States can educate them-— N\
selves. The people who have never krnown the
benefits of education are those who never will

until it is brought to their doors. . Some sec- - *‘;‘dﬂ

tions of, the country never had any efucation.

We have cast‘on the. colored people of the ‘South

the duty of citizenship, and we can't complete ‘\ .
that great work until we give them the means of :
becoming as great as they may with &ducation. )

If we would ke reconstruction: complete we SR
must also give every Southern white' the same ld3 ’
means of becoming a power, and. not;gkmachine..

In Burlington, Iowa, Hayes defended his hobby of

~ *,

interest in‘universal education as on%S?Part from the
omp

Rl

political convictions of individuals o1 arty organizationSs'
. . '_ 3 ' Kid TN » ' '-E . . - N
The country needed intelligence among the masses in all
. ST T “ ,
. ) . . ‘ : . . . i )
e N 3b e . .

»
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parts of the community. Free schools :fit the voter for ’the

performance of his duties.“ : K
/ C . ° As you are affected by tﬁe degrea of intelli-
gence in the district adjoining you, so are you
also affected by the in elligence or ignorance of
the people in any state in the union. This want
cannot be supplied until the Genera}ogovernment .
~gives some attention to the matter.

’

In California, Hay stated that he expected to obtain

‘much'new_information and‘instruction fnom his travels along

~£he costal states.loi In Sacramento, he characterized

California as the "vanguard.of progress" for the rest of

-

the natlon and cautioned:

If you are to have oneé race, equal suffrage,
universal suffrage, you can only do it by havihg
universal education. Religion, moraljity, and

. knowledge are essential to good government, and

- therefore, free schools sHould be encouraged.
"With the motto of equal rlggpg'a987universal edu-
cation, every communlty is fe B

‘:« . “ 5
e

—

Up the coast at Albany, Oregon, Hayes admired that the
coastal states had the adVantage of. betng far in advance o

of many of the rest of the states, even though they were

relatlvely;young. 'clting partrcularlyathe advancedn“soclal
K@% arrangements," Hayes‘decaared obnfidently: .

v o ¥ ] o . .
)

: "You have. good schools.' Free schools are the
. corner-stone of our institutions.. Good schools.. . L
- will attract the best class ‘of citizens to your 149°° -

state. I look to them as' the safey of the future.” 0
, In .Portland, Oregon, Hayes was amazed and surprised at .
/.the numerous and prosperous "churches, schoolhouses, stores,

1 "andédwellings and at.ﬁhesthought that you had accomplished

r S what had taken other c1t1es one hundred years in. les% than
Y 3 . . . . L
] a quarter of a century. N . LT

- . v -

.87




'?"lWIth his many travels.ln his Presldency.

-

A

S -This afternoon it was my happiness to have
- the schools of your city exhibited before me.
They are'the foundation stones of greatness which .
have been laid by you. I feel safe in predicting
& that Oregon and the city of Portland will for ever
- be regembered and regarded by the people of the -
United States with satisfagt¥%n and pride.l108

BPYGS made a special point of visiting the,newbIndian

school  in Foresﬁ Grove,»Oredon,'based on the Hampton

Institute experiment in Indian'education. He wished to see“

first hand the educational program’given to the "wards of

B

this nation" and was_especially impressed with the other

ilearniné institutions in the_town. Hayes_regarded Oregon's

, C:\educational endeavors very favorably, a _jd with regard to the

new Indran school.

. .\. I think it is the feellng of every good
: c1tizen, that it is wise and just to make good

--citizens "of these Indian boys and girls . . . We'
should prepare.them to become a part of the great,
American family. If it turns out that their .
destiny is to be different, we shall at least have
done our duty. This country was once .theirs . .

- We have displaced them and_are now completing that-.

work. I am glad that Oregon had taken a stép in s’

the right direction. I amt glad that she is pre-
paring Indian boys and glrls to become good law-"*

ablding citizens. '

In the Terrltory of Washlngton, ‘at Walla Walla, Hayes

expressed one of" hlS fundamental hopes always assoclated

-

R All of sectional animosity and all of bltter-
“ ness that there: may be between .a people living
" widely apart dis ears as we :come together and
_meet ea¢h other f to face, and shake each
“other's hands o= L SRS

'

Returnlng to his home in Fremont, Ohio, to cast hlS
vote in, the Présldentlal electlon in support of the Republi-

can nominee, James Garfleld Hayes urged all c1tlzens who

i -
7 v

- ", o f Dol

a0 38 T
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belieVed that the national unity he had gained should be
preserved and that the pfospertty he had nutured should be
=N

continued to cast their ballots for the Republican Party.

" Was it not the ﬁepublicans "who think that every child in.

the country should be educated at the expense of the «

Jcountry"? A Republican victory would aesuredly be a victory

>

for good ‘money and for education, a victory that would
ultimately benefit RepubLicans and Democrats.lll

~/ s
‘' With a Republican President assured in the White House

for .another four years, Hayes called for the same kind of

'support he had received, in hlS efforts in the cause of

equality and universal education, to be bestowed upon his
Y - : . . .
successor.112 ‘ o e . N

- l N “ . . ) .
In November, at the‘dedication of_Pardee-Hall-on the

.campus of Lafayette.College, Easton, Pannsylvania, President
- - g P .

Hayes reminded the audience that beyond the .common education

necessary to make "good citizens" there was higher education

.

'1n the&college, the unlver51ty, and the 'scientific schools

and that thes ‘were institutidns that the federal gover nt

'did not "in any large degree qid " ' Higher educational

opportunities bere items which every people must have that is

-

"to be really great and renowned "‘ He commended the ”benefac-

14

tion and voluntary contribution of Wealthy citizens that

.founded and endowed\Ghese essentialesoc1etal instltutions.113

’

In appearing before the New England Soc1ety of Brooklyn,

r_fbecember, Hayes proclaimed that:

’_ : M ' 3 9 3 ] ) ‘///’
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« « « the best New England idea in the present
condition of suffrage and citizenship is that which
' required Government. to furnish all of the young
) sufficient instruction to enable them to be good
LTI citizens .. . . The schoolmastéer is. as essential in
. a republic to its safet® and good government as a
- legislator, ,a judge, a soldier, or a sheriff. 114

The New England idea is universal education. o
Let it not be ¢onfined to ‘any one State or section.
Let it be the national idea.and be embodied in the
legislation and institutions of the whole nation. -
Liberal education will follpow free-=school educatiig , Y
as surely as the light of day comes with the sun. L

Through his own labors of the last fpur years, Hayes felt
. \
"these New England ideas, everywhere accepted and received,

\ N

and prevailing, and with just and equal laws, administered '
, . 5 . .

under the watchful\eyes of educated voters," the country

"pembarked upon a new\era of peace, prosperity, and harmony..l16

¢

[

In his Fourth Annudl Message, his last to Congress, Hayes “'rii
expanded ‘upon the theme of the educational accomplishments*
of his administration more than ever before. The’ plea,- ]
. v:before, to Congress was to provide legislation;and-appropria-
tions to "supplement local educational funds" in the states, 4

\ : R ' .« o e the best and surest guarantee of thes
primary rights of’ citizenship is to be found in .
\ ' that capacity for self-protection which can be- : o
, long only to a.- péople whose right to universal - .
! suffragei is supported by -uhiversal education.. . Eed T
L (Hayes was) firmly convinced that the subject of W
‘ c opular education deserves the earnest attention ' .
‘ of the people of the whole country . . ‘. Whatever " _ D
- v Congress can fairly do to promote free popular R -
e education ought to be done. Wherever general - ' e
' education is found, peace, virtue, and social
. . order prevail, and civil and religious liberty
- are secure. 117 - ‘o !
/The government Indian schools were. highly Successful 1.1--4"

¢

'.‘and ought to be expanded 'Post schools at military o

JR i e
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¢ :»" 3 4 0 S, # L ) “ A ’
. - A S v N
- < . o . P N
; ’ . . e (R . - LY 3 IR
. R 7 i o '{ |V .-
- ' * o P N LR
, . : g .ol
. . N
) » o




o ey Lo .- : ' - ﬁ‘,}r. ‘ ) ._:‘q . . ,-‘ Lo LT ) . r . . L »,“V L . 3 .
L . E . ( A .',L:‘ < 38 S e . .
o DR T S ' - L : B - -, L. oo
. o . - w ¢ ; oo : . e -
] . AN e T . - . . - e N L~ RO

“ - S S . . T e e

- . 1nstallatlons had 1ncred/2d to meet increa51ng needs of . -

{igﬁ- ~ ﬁenllsted men and their. dependénts.%%& o 43 ;J;f {;_; -
';. o The . Coﬁmlssloner of Educatlon.had reported 1ncreased | : o
f%ﬂ : . support of publlc educatlon about ‘the country and that ‘ltiltf;

publlchlnterest in educat1ona1 affalrs contlnued to grow.u i

. fHayes noted thatyrln.partlcular, growang 1nterest was ’ Ih'. n

: . pressed in 1ndustr1al tralnlng, colleges of theorethal'h

ii“ 'fand practlcal 1nstruct;pn 1n the agrlcultural and mechanlcal L

L L arts.‘ Agaln, Hayes called npon Congréss to act to set up -gé) ;

>

- it

.some system of prov1d1ng supplemental a1d to publlc educa-*lﬂ”
tlon where needed in €he. natlon. He Called Congress"ffd
'$’f 'fy ) attentlon to the cont1nu1ng needs of the D1str1ct of . L

‘ . do,," .o ."r_

p 'tf . Columbla publlc'schools, as well as the needs of the "; .

l5~ S lerary of Congress and other educatlonal agenc1es w1tHin

. the D1str1ct -of Columbla’].'19 ,~: f ; ,,~i ~;;1} : lf ‘?*éf
. A ' : o 5.;».',,[

As Hayes left the Pres1dency, -he- looked forward to,; : 1*'

ER/

‘.resumptlon of “prlvate llfe“nand.stood ready for "hlghen’a

. dut1es, f These dutles ‘proved to be a hatlona;ly,'even more - .f’

act1ve rple 1n the promotlon of eduCatlon.vrn part;qular, 1:’;'=Fg
.rlndustrlal educatlon and’espec1al§;;1h,the Southﬁrn states ‘uF{ﬂ

. for American blacks.\ He also pursued ‘an act1Ve,tpart}c1—'l.
“” P

e T e e

< ‘f~f-1patory role‘ln pollcy maklng 1n4trusteesh1pS‘at various L.

T N Iy : AN

\1nst1tutlons ‘of h1gher educatlon. s LN e

E
B . ">. .
» C . . . - ® L ..ri

When asked héw would.heépass his time in prlvate llfe,_\'ff
' Lt
o T ¥ R ‘Jt 2 S h v e

\_Hayes replled - ' T : R ;_;T'f,

3

fa f A man with proper notlons and tralnlng, w1th

- books and grounds and neighbors, and with the
1nterests that are crowd1ng around all who have

4L
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RUTHERFORD B. HAYES

" Born: October 4, 1822 Delaware, Ohlo _
Died: Jannary 17, 1893 Fremont, Ohio
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1883-96, President, Ohio Commandery of the  Loyal’ Legion
1884-93, member, Board of Trustees, Ohio Wesleyan

v Unlverslty, Delaware, Ohio"
1884-93, -
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