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ABSTRACT 3 R
This paper contains an overview of current activities
anl poteptial opportunities for two-year colleges in the area of
international education. Whi¥Ye involvement of two-year collejy=ss in
intarnational education is generally liaitded and fragmented, there
are four major aregs of activilty: foreign language and area studies, -
technizal assistance and consulta cies, foreign stadent enrollmeat,
and direct exchanges and study abroad. Most institutions already have
some type of program in area& studies ani-foreign lanjuages. v
Consultancies and assistance oppdrtunities-are becoming more widzly
available, particularly as more developing countrizs seek aiil in
establishing two-y=2ar and technical colleges. Poreign student
enrollment, while limited,\ tas a beneficial effect anil shouli be
promot=d, but specialized services must be provided to insars that
.the foreign student has a positive expsrience. Dirsct exchanje/study
abroai programs are accessible to all institutions, although few have
takzsn advantage of them; a specific program at -the Oniversity of
Minnesota Technical College at €rookston is describeil to illastrate
this functioning. A listing of resourcss available to institutipas
intarested in deyeloping internatiobhal components >f their programs
is included in tMhis paper. (JDS)/ o % ; $
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Traditionally,-cross cdlltﬁral and international components of academic
. ' programs have passed over the ‘Q}:o-year community or. technical college.
‘Opportunities for gtudy abroat‘ijjor participating in exchanges have been limited, + -
to upper division'students‘ m:aj!frin'g in foreign languages, area studies, or the

fine arts. For some reason, ihternational education has not been viewed as~ |
relevapt—fox students pursu'fng techngcal and other two-year degrees. Our
pd;sition i's that tﬁe a-s;sum;;lidins be:?nd the;e practices need to be challenged

{

* and 'ré-ekaminéd." PubH; awékéness of global problems, such, as gollution, the
| preservation of na£ura1 reséu;'ces, and food production, all of thch are inter-
. hational 1‘ssues', call for comr.lmnitx and junior colleges to revise fheir curricula
in résponse to these issues. ";LThose ilnterested in developments in inter- "~
national education for the twd;-year college may find the foﬁowing information
. to be timely and 'gseful. Nha';z% follows is ar} overview df what is happem‘pg
and/or what c'an’be done., ?nd_t}?ing mention gf.several significant available
resources. The programs of ihfe University of Minnesota Technical College,

Crookston, are presented as ah‘iexa?np]e._

Because of the relative nqveﬂy of international educatjon at this level,

there is little hard data that \éaue used in a’convinciﬁg manner in support.
f .
of it. Specific benefits and putcomes, thou_gh easy to 1der&tify, are difficult

. . R
tomeasure. The/éultura'l benefits of international expeérience ar}affective

kinds of fearniﬂg, rather than ‘ogn'itfve. P asive evidence in support of

\

such programs,/comes usually in the form of testimonials from those who have
/ ,

/ . d ¢ . . Vi
had international experience. 'ﬁ)me fact that refurning students make better

. . . )' f
citizens, are more informed voters, ate more knoyledgeable in international
/ \ -

i
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affairs-as well as thefr own field of study, is convincing ehough. The
v : A
honeymoon of "Study Abroad" is over and it is time to mean business, along

with cultural awareness and understanding. ) ~

What-is Happening in Two-Year Colleges?

Generally little -or nothing is happening. There are a few pockets of
great activity, but in most cases instruction that includes an inte;nati al
dimension is incidental to standard subject areas,“such as economics, ﬁ;z:ory,.
and geograpﬁy. There are some young organizations with promise and some ‘

excellent possibi]ities“bn the horizon. But there are few mature, proven, and

. established programs, excepting perhaps where community colleges have had

oppoqtunity ;o plug jntb estap]ished programs such’as the Council on Inter-
national Educational Exchange, the Institute of International Education, the
Teacher txchange Section of the p. S. Office of Education, etc. The field is
a fragmented one, and in order to make it manageable, I have identified féur
majof areas of activity: '
1.8 Foreign 1anguagé and area studies
2. Technical assistance and consultancies
3. Foreign student enrollment
‘4. Direct exchanges and stu&y abroad

Let us briefly examine each of these areas, considering ‘implications for

planning and institutional commitments. }

/

S j

Foreign Language and Area Studies. - .

No doubt a1l community and junior co]leées deal with international
applicatfons of particular content areas. Forejgp languages, however, have
been abolished in many cases, as foreigp language regurjrements for graduation
haye also been eliminated. Somé languages are offered where there is

. ) » .
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sufficient demand from students who wish to transfei,to a higher degree

‘program. Other colleges located in strongly ethnic communities find an ‘

goC .iunndiate need for offering languages. ° e i
: Efforts in this area are gerhaps the easiest to implement and they cost
. B virtually nothing It is the minjmum that should be done if we are serious
| about preparing citizens for Tiving in a future society characterized.hy
interdependence among national and cdlturai groups. i

One of the most significant new deve\opments in’the foreign 1anguage and
area studies category is a federal program nown' as the "Undergraduate Inter-
national Studies Program". The program/ is désigned to create centers ‘which

. . . specialize in certain parts of the ‘world. Grant recipients are encouraged to

develop ties with selected countries, teach- its language and culture, and serve

. f as a resource center. Guidelines are outlined in the Federal Register of -
{ : .

August 12, 1976.

Technicdll Assistance and Consultancies

This area»holds considerable promise tor community and junier colleges
acrass the-country, if they are interested enough to become iniolved. Develop-
ing nations are expressing considerable interest in non-traditionai, short- , \
cycle higher education systems. These countries need technicians, skilled
practitioners, and paraprofessionals. Experience has shown that too many
foreign nationals trained in the United States at the master'sbor doctoral ¢
. leGels end up in administrative positions; or theylfind that the conditions
snitabie for the research procedures which they had learned do not exist ;;
their home land. Many attach a certain status to levels of education:and a “ (
‘university graduate shou{d not dirty his hands. Howeyer, these cultural
factaors .are recognized, and as a nesu]t countries of the third world are

3
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looking the United States and other industrq]izéd_nations for models and
assistance in estabiishﬁng two_year colleges and technical training 1nstitut§ons+

" " The PACJC. International/Intercultural Consortium founded in 1975 was

created in response to this need. With headquarters in Washington, D.C. and
more than| 50 members, this brganization serves to pool resources, sbonsors
conferenées on intgrnatibna] develbpment and education, providés consultant

services, assisté in the establishment of 1inks between countries and institu-

tions, and circulates a valuable newsletter. Further information may be

obtained from AACJC, 1 Dupant Circle Nw, Suite 410, washihgton, 0.C. 20036. ]

Anotﬁer s1gn1f1cant development known as "The Freedom From Hunger and

'Fam1ne Preventvon/Act" known commonly as Title XII, may prov1de exce]lent )
{ opportuniLies for two-year cé]leges to become involved. Designed primarily
: for land- grént colleges and universities, this act proposes the restructuring
iy p? relatZOnshlps between the Agency for Internat1ona1 Development, the'U.S.
: erartment of Agrlcufiure and educational institutions in the activities of
’ M dverseas research, déLe]opment, and teaching.- Two-year colleges having ties ‘

i ; ) .
wﬁth land-grant institutions or those with strong programs in'agriculture may

wish to inform themselves furthe about the program. Focus is placéd on

. - training of foreign nationals’in U.S. colleges, sending faculty to teésh and

‘conduct research on overseas sights, .and engaging in a comprehensive’ range of

development work.

Foreign Student Enrollment

This also is something two-year colleges are already doing, although in
most cases it is done haphazar&1y. Enro}Yiment of foreign students is encour-
aged because it reduces provincialism among domestic students, it brings

% added resources to the classroom, and it adds to the social life of%the

“y . ‘ 4
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- campus., Research indicates that it is alsa valuable and_influential 'in foreign

, relations. A recent Fulbright study shows that enrollment of international '

students has done more in the development of positive fgreign relationg than
any other foreign aid program. ‘ ) - i
But; one must bg prepared. It is valuable only if tﬁe.fndividua]_student
has had a pOsftive experience. A'disgruhtléd fofeign siudent can do much ,
harm, . Specia]ized services must be provided to insure a smoothly functionjng
foreign student program. TheSe services inc]ude 1) personal counseling. and e
or{entation, 2) legal 3dv1ce, particularly relat;Qe to the immigration and .
naturalization service; 3) agademic counseling and possibly English as a
Second Language; 4) Social activi;ieg and organizétidné; and 5) they must be:
regarded as a resource and used.as such. A booklet éntit]ed Learning with’

Foreign Students, by Josef A. Mestenhauser, University .of ‘Minnesota, is an ’

imaginative and useful guide for this purpose.

IA]] of thislrequires~a competént foreign student advisor, one who has time
to devote to theée duties, one who is empathfc‘toward cultural,differences;
and who‘és genuinely interesied in foreign students. The National Association
for Foreign Student Affairs provides invaluable assiétanée in establishing an

effective foreign student enrollment program.

Direct Exchanges and Study Abroad Programs .

Every institution has access to study abroad programs. Numerous private

organizations exist which sponsor and make arrangements for individuals and

"groups to engage in educational activity overseas. High schbols do very wel]

with the American Field Service Program, 4 H and Future Farmers of Amerlca

L 4

conduct tours and exchanges for farm youth. The»e is the American Institute

for Foreign Study, Youth for Understanding, and many others‘too numerous to .
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mention. But typically the community college student waits until he has

transferred to a four year institution to engage in a "junior year ab;oad"

bprogram.‘ Again, the two-year college studeht usually misses ‘out.

Perhaps most meaningful in this category are direct exchanges. In this
case, an American institution w111 identwfy an- 1nst1tution overseas whose
curriculum and programming are compatible with its own. The two seek to
establish on-going ties and to develop a "sister 1nstitut1on" relationsh1p

They then conduct a reciprocal. exchange of )n{ormat1on, faculty, and students

*.*."  The University of Minnesota Technical College at Crookston operates such

an exchange. Called the United Kingdom Reciprocal Exchange (UkRE)_Program,
four colleges in England, Scotland and Wales have estab]ished agreements with
UMC. 'Schools in the United Kingdom were chosen because UMC tedches no foreign
languages and a Tanguage batrier did not pose a problem. 16 two-year
pfogram, unless foreign languages aﬁe already being taught, the time element
in learning a new lapguage rest%icts\signifﬁcantly the value. of diEect
exchange. - - ' e R ‘\
_"Secondly,lschools Qere chosen on the basis of compatibility ;‘ curriculwn'
and avai]abi]ify of certain subject areas. Pre]iminary studies were conducted
by mai1; including the exchange of bulletins, prospectuses, ‘course descrip-
tions, sample ex;ﬁinetions, ete.e to determine the relative similarity between
majors offered at egch institution. Careful attention was given to where we
"fit" into the British higher educational system. (The chart below outline$
in skeletal fashion the basic structure of the British educational system.
As might be expected, Américan educational plans do not.fit neatly into an
equiva]eﬁt structure in other countries. After considerable study, it wes
determined‘that the two-year technical programs at the University of Minnesota,

Craokston; parallel ve}y nearly the Yast year of the Ordinary National Diploma

6
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and the first year of the Highe} National Diploma. This is, however, a |

i broad generalizatidn and %t must. be recognized thg? some brograms compare
fayorqblj.with the Higher National Diploma in its entirety, while others .
equate mo?é nearly with the Ordinary Na;iona] Dip]oﬁa proéraﬁ. The strong
general éducation or liLera] args component of the American Associate Degree
is not found in the B.'tisﬁ system where sqecia]izatioﬁ is emphasized already
in the advanced leveyk of -the secondary track. In this sense, the GCE

.

Advanced Level certi%icate compares with the American Bachelor's Degree. -This

is to-say that the/British Advanced Level certificate-holder is as well versed '

in hig area of specijalization as the American BA or BS graduate is in his
major field, bgt,he does not havg fhe broad base of generai education that
~the American has.

"This is only the proverbja] tip of the iheberg and I.can only stress the
iﬁportanée of being aware of these kinds of differences and'of being committed
to flexibility in\order to work around and within different frameworks.

The UKRE Program was begun in 1974 with the support of a grant from éhe
.Educational Development Office of the University of Minnesota. Preliminary
studies weré conducted by correspondence, a two-week touf of six interested
co]ieges jn the United Kingdom fol]owed\ and the first exchange of students
“occurred in 1975-76. In 1976<77 a post-?or-post exchange of faculty occurred,
alofg with continued exchanges of students. The successes ofithese early
exchanges have led to a méture and rewarding program and the entire college
¢ommunity has displayed a real cbmmifment to its continuation.

Because of the’unique stfucture and mission of the University of Minnesota,
Crookston, liaison was established with four institutions, one for each of
the degrge-granting divi;ions of the college; Agriculture; Business; Hotel,

Restaurant, and Institutional Manageéent; and Hom& and Family Services. The
| L 8
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annyally between the United States and Great Britain.

‘familiar with ordanizations and resources not listed here.

. ‘ ¢

exchange of faculty is. facilitated hhrough the established programs of the

,U S. Office of Education, Teacher Exchange Section, Uashington, D.C., and

lthe Central Bureau for Educational. Visits and Exchanges, London.
offices work together in the arrangement of some 100. post-to-past exchanges

They have long

.-experience-and ithey provide extremely thorough and capable guidance, including

the possibility of exchanging homes automobiles and many personal effects

" of concern tb ihvolVed faculty participants. ‘ - i

ln the case of UMC ,the Agriculture Div1s1on works with Berkshire’ College

—of~ Agricuziure Maidenhead England and‘tlmwood Agricultural and Technical

College par, Scotland; the BuSIness Division works primarily with Kirkcaldy

Technical College, Kirkcaldy, Scotland as does the Home and Family Services

Division. Ties have been’ established for the Hotel, Restaurant, and Institu-

tional Management Division with Llandrillo Technical College, Colwyn Bay,

Wales. In our preliminary studies and 1nqu1r1es; we found a high degree

of interest among colleges throughout the United Kingdom, many more than were
finally able to participate.’QWhile a direct exchange .program affects

virtually éveryone in an academic community, -the number of people directly

.

involved is small and the financial commitment is not great.

.
. *
L

Resources : 3 . : :

)

Some significant resources had been mentioned above. Further resources

are listed here for your consideration. No doubt many readers Will Be
An exhaustive:,

list would be too lengthy to includé. This initial listing may, howeuer,

These two {

k]

stimulate thinking and planning toward viable international education ventures.

11
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1. . AACJC Internationa]/lntercu]tural Consortium. This organization
is .described above . f

2. NDEA Title-VI - Undergraduate Internat1ona1 Studies Prdgram. This ~

program which focuses on foreign language and area studies centers f‘
is also described above. ~ . -

%
.

3. “Eace Corps church gqpups and other ph11anthrop1c organ12ations
ve expresseéd interest in possible supportive and cooperative roles
which two-year colleges may play in their ongoing projects.. Of.
particular ‘interest may be the possibility of internships for American
students to practice and apply principles of agr1cu1ture, social
work, business, etc. 1n developing countries.

4. Rally your own resources. Several exciting examples can be cited
where 1nd1§1dua1 colleges have established centers for English as
a Second Yanguage, such as for Viet Namese and Cambodian refugees;
Spanish-American programs; bi-lingual education programs, etc. The
Tri-state (Community College Consortium formed®by Rockland Community
College, New York, Harrisburg Community College, Pennsylvania, and
Mercer County Community College, New Jersey is an example of the )
possibilities for several schools to work together.and faci]itate »

. 1nternat1ona1 programming. . '

-
.

5. National Association for Foreign Student Affairs. Thpse schools
w1shing to develop or expand foreign student énrollment will find the -~
services of NAFSA to be invaluable and constructive. "For example,
free consulting services are available for evaluating existing
resources and for determining §teps to be taken toward the develop-

\  ment of a smoothly operating program.

Conclusion

Not only does Interhational Educat1on stlmulate and revitalize an entlre

campus; not only is it interestlng and exc1t1ng, but it is a necessary

component of modern education if we are tQ educate responsibly for tomorron's
citizenry. International Education does not happen by itse]f, as man is by

nature ethnoeenarically 1nclined. We are compelled, thereﬁore,.tq'conseious1y g
broaden our educational hor1zons to include a global view. ™It requires res-
ponsible, capab]e, and enthus1ast1c leadership. It is my hope that these o .

-

remarks will be informative and useful for others.
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