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ABSTRACT .
2 cuestionnairz was mailed *+c 802 D>2ans 5f Students

ir public twn-yv:ar ccllegas during Jariary 1577 in order to d=atermine
“h= =xt:n* to which religious ccunseliazg-~-that servicz d=2alingy with 2
parson's spiritual, moral, or =sthical 3evelopment--was available~ in
crmmanity coll=ges. Of those surveved, €3% respond=23. Pesults of +h=
csurv=v <how=3: (%) reliqious counseliny was offereil 1t th> campuses

~f 0% ¢ +h: ragoondents; (2 half of the Deans conrsider=31 such
~oanseliny =2n appropriats coll2gz activity, altbougyh orly 17% hai
pra>f=esionnil, full-+im» r=liqgid’>us couns=zlors; (3) 297 cell=gzs Fal
varinia: "i=nominaticns’of clgriy or lay staff on campas to do

r=ligious counselira; (4) 127 colleges had some typs of offic=z, rconm,
or s=cretarial help fer th> service pail for by extsrnal r=lijicas
organizations; (%) 20 Jiffarent religiosas organizations were
iden+ifisl as rxistinag at varisus coll=ges, with 114 colleges citing
+h> pras=nc~ of nrcendernominational orgarizations, 68 citing ta»
nras-pz® »f Raptist grours, ani 33 citing Mormon groups; (5) stuiesnt
religious aroups wrre found to b» primarily self-sapoorting, 211lthcugh’
17% ~f +h~ colliéges permitted thsse graips access t2> student activity
moni rs: and (7)) 2% 3iffaron* courses d211ling specificzallv with
r:ligior or r-~licionsg astulics were identified by raspondiapts 2 haing:
racrr ~fF +h=ir ~urriculum. "k-o curvey iastrament 1s appsni=3L (IP3)
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RELIGIOUS COUNSELING AT PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES ~ eoucarion ecs.ros o8 poLicy

by

Dr. Don Nichols, Dr. Stephen,Reckker, Rev. Robert Stuenkel

Whilg the litera:u;e of higher éduéation is replete with studies
deaiing with valuds, human interaction, and persomal development, the
two-year 1nsfitution continues to be in need of additional sgudy. This
1s particularly true in the counseling-guidance domain and even truer
in the area of religious counseling. Although some articles are availahle
on the-topic at private, parochial junior colleges, the éeligious faqtor
at public community colleges has been hardly examined. One notable con-
tribgcion to the field is the work of Sleeper and Spivey.1 Howeggtf little

-~

of the literature available speaks directly to the issue of religidus coun-
seling at public two-year colleges. . -7

In an a;teﬁpt to fill this void, a qational survey of pdblic two-year
institutions ‘was conduc;sﬂ;during the/ﬁ976-77 academic year. The purpose
of the survey was to determine the ex&ent to which religious counseling is

S - \
provided. Religious counseling was defined as 'that service dealidp with a

person's spiritual, moral, or ethical development."

The Survey
e s et e i el e

. A questionuaire was malled to 802 Deans of Students (listed in the ’ -,

Junior College Directory) in January, 1977. Deans were selected on the .

assumption that their student persobuel administrative responsibilities
included the counseling function. The single ﬁailing resulted in a return
of 544 uscable questionnaivres (68 percent), indicating a somewhat high

interest {n the topic under study.
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Results

L3
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Using the definition of religious counseling explained on the
questionnaire, 211 Deans (39 percent) indicated that this type of
activity is offered at their campus. Those not providing this ser-

~

vice employ outside agencies (55 ‘percent) for student referrals,

As to the appropriateness of this activity, th;’Deans were equally
divided; 25@ Deans (49 percent) considered it an approptiace activity
while 256 did not. While a iar;g number of the administrators indi-
cated approvalﬂfor religious counseling, very few (17 percent) have
professional, full-time counselors involved in ggis acfivity.

A numbsr of institutions have members of the clergy or lay staff
representation on campus to do religious counseling. One hundred -
twenty colleges had frotestant staff available, 110 reported Roman

- Catholié representatives, 35 had Jewigh, 13 reported Eastern (non-

Christian or Jewish), and 15 indicated "other" with such examples as

‘nondenominational. Bahai, and Islam. |

” One purpose of the survey was tQ examine facilities and support
provided for religious counseling on campus. One hundred two colleges
‘providé office space, 155 offer meeting éooms, and 48 m;ke‘somc type
of clerical assistance available. Some colleges apparently have
arrangeaents with\outside religious groups to -fund these services. A
total of 127 collegpes have some type of office, room, or secretarial
‘help paid for by external religious organizations. In a few cases these
éxpenses are shared by Beveral participating sroups.

4

Another interest of Phe survey was the number and variety of formally

3



organized student religious clubs and organizations existing at the
public two-year colleges. Twenty-four different feligious organizations
were named by thejrespondents with the "nondenominational" category
being the most frgquently listed (114). Leaders in the specific afeas
were Baptist (68) and Mormon groups (33). Included in this student
diversity were such groups as Newman Clubs, large Protestant denomina-
tion groups, Campus Crusade, Inter—Varsig;, Moslem, and Hindu.

Survey results show that student religious groups are primarili
self-supporting; 200 Deans reported this funding arrangement. However,

95 (17 percent) colleges permit these groups access to student activity
monies. Another source of funds is off-campus religious bodies; according
to 104 (19 percent) of the two-year college respondents.

While the primary emphasis of the survey was in the student personnel
and student activity areas, one question dealt with curricular matters,
Respondents ;ere asked to list courses dealing with religion specifically
or with religious studies. According to the results, WOfld Religions
courses lead the list at public two-vear colleges with 121 Deans indicating
their availability to students. Other frequently-named courses included
Litcratute of the Bible (62), 01d Testawrent (59), New Tegtamenc (56),
Comparative Relipgions (59), Philosophy of Religion (34) and Christianicy

~
or the Life of Christ (24).
A total of 25 different courses were included in the Deans' respsnses
o .
and with the above, ranpged from Oriental Religions to Science and Religioﬁ.

Of additional interest were such titles as Religious Foundations of the

United States, Religion and the Meaning of Existence, Civil Religion, Islam,

“



Sociology of Religion, History of ﬁ@ligioh, and Psychology of Religion.
‘A few of the colleges offer similar courses for non-credit as ‘part of

their community services programs.

Summary

From the results of this brief survey 1t appears that religion is

alive and well on the campuses of the nation's public community colleges.
And, at a time when there is much diSCuésion on changing values and per- ..

sonal adjustment, there certainly is a need for further study in this

particular area.
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MATIOMAL STUDY OF RELIGIQUS

COUMSELING AT PUBLIC COMMUNITY COLLEGES . -

SURVEY DEFINITION: For purposes of thls survey rclliglous counselling Is

V.

- ) deflncd as that service dealing with a person's
) spirituel, morai or cthlgcl levelopment.

Is relizious counseling, as defined above, offéred to students en-
rolled ¢t your cempus? . . Yes No
. —_—_—
'f no, are referrais made to outslde ezqencies for thls type of
counseling? ' ' Yes Ho

‘Do you conslder this +ype of counselint @n eppropriate functlion of

your Instltution? Yes No

Docs your collene offer courses dealing with religion specifically or
rellqlous studies? ~

List those avel labyle:

-

If answer to question | above was yeZ, pleasc respond to the following:

I. 1s rellaious counselling provided by your professional staff (l.e. full-
time Guidonce and Counscling steff)? Yes . HNo

2. s relinlous counsclling avallable from cleryy, lay stuff(non-clergy),

. etc. on‘cqmﬁus?

1t ves, dogslgnate specific ftypes and numbers. -Ondicufo P-T or t-T)

RELISION, Youp CLi oY LAY STAFF (or-clergy)

Cathollc

Protoestant

Jowlsh
Fostern(Gion=Christian)
Jdther Rellaion
(speclfy

(\

(OVLR PLTASE)
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3. Are facllities and support staff provided for religlous counsellng
gnd progrem staff by the college or outside qroups?

?, ' Colleae provided

Offlce space ' : )
Cleric.| assistunce

—_Meetlna rooms
Separate building
Other (Specify)

Fd

-

X Please oi*erlsk any of the above located off-campus.

\
4

Cathollc
“Protestant
« Donominction
(Specify)

Jevlsh
fastern
Other (Speclfy)

w

4

Funded by
outside source

. Whot formulty-orqanized <tudent relicioud-type clubs and organization
exlst at your cempuc? e speciflc, Indicate membership, if avalilable:

Membership

. 1f Student qroups are In exlstence, how are they funded?

Student activities feos
Salf-suprorting

BN

we would aarrectate rocelving any pemphlets, bLrochures, and publiclty

matericls Sealinay with this tople at your cempus.

would you line 1o have ¢ copy of the Survey resclts?

Thank you for nelplaqg with this S*rvcy! Return to:

Supported by of f-campus rellalous body, group, or denomination.

; l br Bon Nichols
r“_ Oak land Community Colloan
) _ Farmington, Ml 48024
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