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INTRODUCTION AND RATIOLPLE ’

"The needs of cb]]dren from the. etonom1ca]1y depr1ved and cu]turaT]y
different families arescurrently-a matter of very. bnoad nd11ona]
attention, for there cam be little doubl that one of*our nation's
greatest sources of untapped potential is to be found among the
many individials £rom lower soc10LLonomic levels. :These ‘childrsen
suffer mary dppriva11ons whitich ma e achievement in school diffi-
cult for them. . : T
Educators do not adequately uﬁderstana~the dimensions of academic
giftedness in urban, culturally diffeﬁent popu1abions ~ They are
unable to validly, identify gifted chiild e from 1ou income, dis-
advantaged fairilies, both 'because the concept of "giftedness" has
not been clearly delienated and because traditional identification
procedires have been oniy marginally_effective. Effgrts to identify -
gifted children among the culturally different have.been seriously:
handicapped by the lack of tesis and scre °n1ng procedures that will
give these children a.fair-chance to perfura in a gifted manner. '

The Togical point at which gifted children shqﬂ]d be recoqgnized and
their needs met is at school éntry. " The young gifted child enters
schopl with eager anticipation; but typically, before long, he will
, have progressed to 2 level at which hexis @ aTmost certain to encounter

frust;at1on and difficulties. .Because he is nore than ordinarily -
skillad in iearning and enjoys 1edrn1ng, his frustration when his
learning is impeded is greater than is the case with otherchildren.

> And beceuse hc wants his teacher's approval, his ambivlent feelings

) and actions cause turmoil for hiriself as well as for the teacner. -
He must be 1dent171ed and h1s potential max1m1zed

N~ -7 ‘@q‘
' N THE PROP [E Al D Tﬂ NEED
™~ UL
Q Ear11er don ification. Thcre has been a well-documented, geometric
o dec11n9, acr:ss v.me, of disadveniaged student perfdrmance. This
A\ declidie is renresented most freauently by a widening of the gap,
AN . longitudinally, between black student\achievément and the achievement
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of white middle class-students, Th1s phenomenon of geometr1c
. decline is presumed to exist also in the case of the.unrecog-
y- . nized and unserved gifted culturally-qdifferent pupili Accord- -
- * . ingly, there is presented.a need to identify such gifted pupils
~early in their academic careers in an attempt to prevent the loss”
of this valuable untapped human vesource. Natura]]y, unretogn1zed

gifted pupils of the mainstream.culture are also. suscept1b1e to :
begin "turned off“ if they are not recogn12ed early enough; o v

e Difficuities of Identificatiqn. The current'state of the art,ih
' ¥ the assesgment of intellectual capabijities has presented a nuiiber
of a]]eggz1y worthwhile instruments which purport to be relatively" [

culture fair and/or culture free. Such devices, however, have not
' " been put to the test in settings such as are present in the areas /
vihere ’ the dﬁsproport1onate representation of non- disadvantaged
students can be attributed in lange part to the fact that:idénti-
fication. proced&@:s utilized to date have possessed a cultyral -
bias which is quéte common in assessments of this nature. There is
a need to select,-and utilize in an action setting, identification
instruments and p]ans which show promise of identifying greater _
“numbers of giftéd students in the cu]tura]ﬁy different popu]at1on e
than has been the case to date. — o

; Y GEORGIA STATE POLICY . e o e
Evidence of the State’ Department of Education's commitiment to-*
efforts”in the arca of the gifted is -evidenced by- the xecent]y-

-f foxpulated: gu1de11nes excerpted elow: @ <

S . Inte]]nctually Gifted Def1n1t1on Students are 1nte]1ectua11y
gifted if their potential coqn1t1ve powers, when developed,
qualify them to become high-level inndvators, eva]uators, problem-
solvers, leaders or perpetraters in- the complex society in which
they L1ve : X , ry

Inte]]ectua]]y G1fted E11g1b111ty ‘ang | P]acement For a student -
“to be eligible for placement in @ .gpecial program, he must have
" the potential to perform a s1gn1ff&ant1y higher -1evel than the
average Studant. Significantly highar level refers to perform-
. ance which places a student at least 1-1/3 dtandard dev1at1ons
< . * above the mean-aqf the test administered.- P]acément ‘must be
~ decided by the local placement committee aftsﬁ"garefu] review
: of a.complete case study of the student; which includes datal
\ , relative to'student’s cognitive abilitiess spgcial: interests,)
psychological data, health. status, schooﬁ&Ecb1evement,,emot1ona1
and social matdrity, creative abilgty, rejetiomship to teacher
and parent's observations oﬂastudent W;tj,
While the selection criterion of 1-1/3 standard devijations above the

©. 7 mean is specified, the state guidelines make no me}l1on of-the test(s)

- ~ to be used. This offers gufficient latitude to actommodate the A
selection and/or development of new identification deviges and pro-
cedures, while still reqaining ﬁ\thin the confines of the state-
estab]1shed gu1de11nes : i - , . o
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OBJECTIVES:

-The obJect1ves of th1s paper are presented be]ow and. address each
of the abeve- 1dent1f1ed problem areas in the sape order as were
" the prob]ems ear]1er ‘ . "

- e Intrease s1gn1fﬂcant1y the number of cu]tura]]y
- different pupils, 1dent1f1ed as gifted. i

') "Ident1fy g1fted studentsr1n the'fmrst gradet-

ST o ' :
e Identify and/or develgp screening and identifi- . _
cation instryments and prosedures which are not .
as biased aegturrent measures toward maxnstream .-
culture g1fted pup1]s , '
e Commence the operation of an ear1y e]ementary P C
‘ enr1chment program '

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: . - .

In gLneva1, identification of the.gifted has been through standard-
ized intelligence tests and past academic achlevemensﬁhw1th very

+ few gifted children being located. This led to the clusion
-that giftedness is largely confined to middle &ud upper socioeconomic
children. Recent studies have ‘suggested, however, that giftedress

occurs-at the lower socioeconomic levels and in culturally d1ffCant 3

children in much larger proportiens than the early research -indi-
cated, and that ‘most of ‘these §ifted children have been overlooked.
Current rescarch has dealt with the need to discover ways.to identify
these children and to design spacial educational programs which
wili~help them achieve up *to their potentials.

The dubr]1tat1ng effects on 1nte]]ectua] development and academic
perforinance of a culturally different bgckground have bgen clearly -
denionsirated, and these effects have provéd cumulative so that '

a pxo@resswve decrease from year to year occurs. This process

has been shown to be revergible, particularly if dorrettive actions
begin at an early age, in ‘which case special progrymming is feasible.

The first problem in'building such a program is eftablish pro-
‘cedures by which gifted culturally different, ch can be identi-
fied. MWechsler, Guilford,.Torrance, and others have shown that
intelligence*and the related capacity for superior peirformance
consists of many factors and components, and that many of these
must be incorporated into any identification method. The methods
-which 4re most workable with the disadvantaged, can be applied
validly and practically, and have high predictive value ape unknown
at present. Both the facfgrs and. the most efficient qpefgiion&]
“definitions of them must be determined through research which con-
. siders large numbers at the start and begins in an exp]onatory
manner ‘
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Measurements, of thes 1nd1ces must. be obtained thraugh many d fferent
approaches. Included, are open- ended tests; "individually and group
adm1n1stered standard\ed measures; teacher judgments based on care--
fully developed and prégise rating procedunes and on.training in
use of these procedures \observations in“both natural and contrived

‘settings; child 1nterview;; and pawvent interviews.- The approach
whith is best. for different fackors needs to-be established and |
some method of -screening developed so that more chiidren will be

_ ¢ involved. . The individually administered measures-and time-consuming

: _procedures should g?'used with on?y\ﬁhe limited numper of eh1]dren
‘identified by a broad screen1ng dev1ce : .

' N . 4

< bl

SPECIFIC AIMS: , . Cor
S\\\ - A centra] purpose of this paper is to initiate morc effective. proce-
o dures by which gifted children from culturally different families
can be jdentified and to devise special educational programs through
which:these children can athieve aeadon1Cd]1§ accord1ng to their
';potene1a] The paper is bas ed‘on certain “Propositions- sugqested
by past research ) - ‘ .
: U e
1.” Giftedhess ex1 ts in squ1f1cant]y h1ono~ pregortﬂons among
%\;WWWH;“_chlldren from cu]tura]]y different families than has bern K
2 generally-helieved in the past. Failure to recognize these
[ ch1]dren has resulted from use of 1napuropr1ate indices of
ght(’dnk?S . \ . M ; /

'2: Although a number . of factors make -the task difficult, workable
.end efficient” pwocedurLs for early identification of gifted
children fropn lower income families can be developed or tested
i where they exist. ‘These procedurds must involve many indices
‘ ’ which“are operationally def1nod through new techn1quLs and
approaches.

3. These gifted children have unique,needs, the mecling of which

is directly releted to the qualilly and quantity of their academic

perforinance. These necds can be’ identified arfd met so that .

the children overcome the depressing effects of 'a culturally

‘ different environnent and achieve at a level in accordeance
(ot with tnL1r capab1T1t1es c
*.

Dev1s1ng identification procedures and building special educat1ona]
programs depénds an obtaining answers' to, the'se questions:

1. Which of the many indices of giftedness discovered in past ‘
research are useful in early identification of giftedness’
i among: the ecdnon1ca4]y and culturally dep11Ved7 Are new ‘
indices needod7 ‘

e o . a. How are these indices manifested anong these children? .
‘ - In what ways do their peculiar life-cxpériences modafy
the operation and exhibitjon of these indices? c .

L4
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retdlate with acaienicc potemtial? Which comttijmatiom of
index mezEsures providies the tim;t pnrexﬂlctnon of acadleumc S
pitential? _ T

. ¢ y

Wh|ch mdhces can be combmed into a screennmg dle\ﬂce . ]
whicth easiyy ap,pihed economical of time and effort,. ]
+ and yet efficienmt in selectiing dfiidrénen who show]d be ‘

mwore thoroughly examined for g1fﬁedi|ness”

Tlh’me @awi(s;rn{esedﬁtew addressed in e«dluaammgthe aims and olb—
jEctivves of any project. The procedures and program desiggm wiich .

foll bwv are df&sngmed to ﬂryy tbo provide answmrs for each of’ theam

. .
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Idemh‘.nfynmg the stludemts Wuth ammmpﬂate and Mmptﬂ&wlatema
lr

o

v?,z wmtéenstandﬁng tfne patlt@m&; and values of the studimﬂs‘ culiurere ,
' R%mm;gnlzmg the dlrwuaacttmnlssncs umnque ‘to the-gnfted or talented

e and the snnmllamtyy of traits wlnich are

- witthipn the subcultt
"fﬁdd and talenteeld within ttiee domiimzmt auidrere.

shayeetl withh tlhe gi

Planning and pmmdd@q edwcammaﬂ omm)rtummass for the cuiltuw-

ally different child whidch Fsugpontchis cwlture rather
‘up higs culture to becomea memmr

than attempt to meke him giv

\

aff the domiimamt cwilture,

." To wihatt degre=. do mﬁwes of the dlifferent " indices cor- / )
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