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Misplaced children may be found in almost any kind of class. 'Some of o
‘these children® may ‘be’ seriously misplaced TR
l I . The occurence of .misplacement. or misdiagnosis is so bad that not infre-
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L _’quently at national conventions- reports are made bn programs which-are not even fi:n

iserving the reported types of’ clients. ‘These program pa&ticipants have heard
several presentations, showing incredible gains with severely and-profoundly ,
.retarded children. .. ﬂpwever, only a very:casual look. at charactergstics of the
subjects. readily revedls them to be childhood schizophrenic and/or autistic : -

children. The people who have evaluyated and those xorking with these children
- apparently do not even know the difference, - : - s E

The. problem of.'inadequate evaluations.may have serigus effects on children,_

Below are .a few real examples of 1nadequate evaluations. k

e . . L.
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Biographical Sketches of Inadequately Dlagnosed Students -
' “#1 Ered ~ 2l year old white’ male - nonverbal - institutionalized since age l2 -
"~ Placed in severely retarded unit on basis of Binet - Reévaluated at 21 be-.
cause showed more ability - Fxaminer used Leiter International Performance°
"Scale - Examiner divided ' obtained MA by 252 months instead of 153 months

maximum divisor) - Fred actually scored high moderate on the test and an ,7-

analysis of the test indicates that with a little: experience:he could have -

.scored -in. the mild range - On the basis of this test Fred was kept with the
severely retarded. i .
K' o . , : .

and 60+ Yyears 0ld .-, mother hypoChondriac and borderline intelligence t °
-best = Child diagnosed TMR on basis of . WISC - Child referred to mental

health by ‘Father - because he had_ heard of Developmental Disabilities Program -

..at Mental Health. Center - Child exhibited many ritualistic schizophrenic
type behaviors - Child placed in program for diagnostic purposes - After 2

- -, “"weeks in Jogram, child becdme so verbal he had to have verbalizations
\?‘ o o ,\_' controlle (Parents had never heard.child talk ‘before. )

N Andrew + 16 year old Black ‘male - poverty background.- had done very poorly
g L0 schﬁol - Evaluated with WAIS and placed in EMR program. - ‘Performance IQ
‘b o lgﬁgi 85 - Verbal IQ below norms - No mention in examiner' s report of :

. Heaying difficulty - School.referred, child to mental health because he
“'a pé&red more alert - On, Leiter child tested 101 1Qs -

o o
"#2 Ronnie - 7 Year. old Black male - nonverbal -~ poverty ‘home -—father a ab1ed, il




Tim ll year old White male - 5th grade - Diagnosed EMR w1th Wisc - Not : f
placed EMR -due to lack of ‘space - Placed in slow section of S5th gr: grade - -,
Student made C's and D's - Routine psychological reevaluation revealed visual °
tracking problems consistent with petite mal seizures - EEG confirmed sei- /
e zunes - Medication prescribed - In 6 weeks child moved to next to top" section
I 'Made ‘A's ‘and B's - Next . 6 weeks child made all A honor- roll in that section./

A LY -

- #5  Sam - 5 year old White male' - Cerebral Pa181ed child w1th no language - up~

' per middlerclass home - Child ‘put through intensive evaluation at nationall;
T known repytable diagnostic center - Diagnosed Mildly Mentally . Betarded -
. o Parents advised to seek BMR placement when school age - Parents ‘sought early |
Lo o 'placemenz in Developmental Disab111t1es Program - In sp1te of child's spasi

_ ticity, examiner chose t¢ use Leiter International Performance Scale - =

. Testing stopped when child reached 120 IQ level due to. extreme amount . of time

B requlred causing child frustratlon._ : : .

’

- 46 ‘Julie - 5 year old Black female - Poverty home - Diagnosed severely retarded '
- with Binet, but examiner recommended Special Education Kindergarten - Attempts
at further diagnosis revealed frightened ang sexually protective child -’

" Examiner took child ta Health Department to get hearing checked = Stopped at
-major intersection - Child looked both ways for cars, observed oncaming car,
but after Judging speed and distance_looked at examiner as. if to say "Well

" you fool, what -are you waitlng on.- '_“ : -

o-

g
#7 Sue - 7 year old Black female - Poverty background - Placed TMR on basis of
WISC - Child alert appearing and performed routine tasks at age norm when
observ1ng others - Child referred to Mental Health because could not follow
instructions - Child" tested T2 IQ on Le1ter - Chlld both receptive and ex-

pressive aphasmc. '

-
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_+  Examiner incompetence plays a significanﬁiﬁgle 1n'misd1agnoses. Some :
- examiners make poor didfgnoses because they are reatened when they don't know . -
the answers and ‘therefore won't .3dmit that they don't know. Other examiners e
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.are deficient in ra1n1ng and/or experlence.,.They may. con51der that mixed . Jt
' - dominange" is’ an tomatlc cause. of reading- problems, ox that a; poor Bender is : ﬁ
. conclusive pr&mi 'of brain damage. - f/ﬁ S
: .~ Other ex ners may meke such® poor use of backgroind data and/or behav1oral oy
: observatlons t ax they have no*basls for 1nterpret1ng est, Tesults. ) - g,g

. ..  In school systems where examiners are paid by the head‘foﬁ evaluations,
 testing may b' 80 rushed. that only the examiners deslr pr'money mey be ade- - .
. Quately evaluffed v These part1cipants ‘ate aware of licensed psychologists as

- . [ ‘ fBity affiliated examiners completlng up. to elght S0 called compre-

~* JRensive evalyftions in four hours. . ¢ =

' & of multidisciplinary screening some le tlmgte placement errors

Al .£hild's real problem ma e majied by qgher ‘'symptoms, or the place-.

. ment may b the most adequate availa ik . I
A cla 'r'om teacher,-no matter what she is teachrng, is almost certain to’ ';f

-~ .
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R Once a child i‘ in‘a. teacher s class oom, _she has the responsibility to :

-~ deal with the child as best she can. Qnde she kno&s that an -evaluation is in=
:"adequate, she should try ‘to get an adeq te evaluation. Not only that ), but - she

mﬁst continually reevaluate using the t best test instruments - her eyesxand\ T

e8YB. . Also,. she must understand that. ydu cannot use e cook book’ approach to

_ ‘evaluabion. A test profile is no bette than the examiner and is almost uselesa

.- witHout. other information: ‘

L At the convention a vorkshop was
R students. Summarles show where stude

o

eld using actual cases of mispfaced
s were after six months in their programs

. ﬁ,1Z . '_’ CASE s A ;IES ' - .
L ; T INITTIAL D#AGNOSIS Educable Mentally,Retarded L ;fﬁﬂ
;33';ﬁ:t;:;i _ 18 years : .\'~1 l» INITIAL PiACﬁMENT EMR-Pre Vocational ! .{;%5:_':“'
ff:{f7¥$-"'.”"”1f;'--_'A'S'. I XN ,58 Stanford—Binet M A. 49:6 (Sept , l976),f |

OBSERVATIONS BI TEACHER ANDnPREVIOUS TEST RESULTS THROUGH "6_MONTHS

;m}, “Peabody Ind1v1dual Achlevement Test - Adminlstered September, 1976

2

: . /
Reading Recognition : Q.E.' 7.3 RS : s .
- Reading Comprehenslon -'G E; 2.8 (5 0 after she read the selections y
ST ‘ Spelling S G.E. 7.1~ orally) S o
SRS ~+  Math S ' CSE 3 T S '
po . . i o ‘ g . . .r .l‘;; . .
. 2. Bender Gestalt Test "i"- M.AL 6 1/2 Administered Se mber, 1976 - -

’3;7'Goodenough Draw-A—Person M. A. .5.9 Administered Sept er, 1976

5ﬁf‘3 ‘,';kg';Through a pre-test for Lhe MotgtReading Program, she was placé n the 5t

.grade level ‘reader. - Since starting the program, she has comp}et all t e
' books, about Tth grade level. oo

E : ' DT A

5. The followfng tests were g1ven on February 18 l977:v A
A. Vineland Soc1al Maturity Seale”” /. . J
.‘ a Social Age Equiyvalent - 15.5; R . 7”
‘focial Quotient — 83 o L

:B; Wide Range Achievement Testf- » _ - .o, : N
" . 8. 'Reading G.E. . 6.2 . T ' B

.
¢ ‘-..

e - b. ispelling  G.E. - 6.5 oo Tt e
: - : c. Math - G.E. - 6 3 ' : ' C o

6. She is working in the math program'on the 6th’ grade level BT

g ]Q'_She is erfployed through the Governor s Program on. Training
o Her duties are the following: : .

N
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"¢ A Taking the lunch reports &nd compillng for the{days order. 3
B. Filing in the office. : . - 5
C. Simple typing for. teachers. . ’ ' : e - o
D. _Duplicating materlals uslng the D1tto and copylng machines., ! E S
fe o N i ) ; \ e s . .
. 8 Her Job goal is to become a receptlonlst or secretary . . < Lt
. DA . THE FOLLOWING : ﬁ : | -i ‘ S o f‘ - ‘ ST .gq’

S, Write an Ind1v1dual Educational Program for Jane gslng the above 1nformatlon.4

. (‘ * - 3
Nﬁﬁﬁ Paul* . ,.l wINITIAL DIAGNOSIS Tralnable Mentally Retarded )

ff“>,f'//AGE n.

’INITIAL PLACEMENT TMR Classroom :

: . . Y 7
P ] \

?:A. a *~”j‘ 1.Q. 58 Stanford Blnet M. A, 6.2 (sept., 1976) :‘
OBSERVATION BY fEACHER AND TEST'RESULTS AFTER 6 MONTHS ' - :
. &&. ‘Reads 51mple 51ght words such as: to, school I at, glke, comé .
f['e._ Completely dresses and undresses self. ’ 'Qﬁ { '.. i . ‘
l3.””Accepts verbal dlsclpllne w1thout‘sulk1ng.. o : : l o !
kL:dertes the alphabet from memory correctly - upper and lower case manuscrlpt
5.;“Wr}tes;name\from memory correctly. N "' - ' ‘ ."r
6. Writes numbers from 1-10 correctly. 7} - - ,. ,( ;e o7 O f
T. Eollows complex.commands and directions.; / . ;. | | ;
N " 8. Works and Rlays;well 45 group act{vitiesfwitﬁ.some'supervision»reQuiredgb‘
. . - - . , . :
. 95d‘ls eccepted by peers. ‘ y . | '
L lQ. Works 15 p1ece puzzles. _ . T ‘d? _ o v,_ B P i" ot
DT DO THE FOLLOWING R i o 'i,-;‘ . . o
vlﬁ‘l.‘ Write an Ind1v1duallEducatlonal Program'%or Paul ‘u51ng the above 1nformatlon.
*Inltlally the chlld had almost ‘no soclal or academﬁg skllls.
"NAME- Stexe L= ; INITlAL DIAGNOSIS Tralnable Mentally Retarded
e aeE_1s - momas PLACEMENT TR Cless . -
- R - - IrQ.'Psychologists have'beenvundble to test thls child. >
e ' ._ : . - o ' N 4 ’ a . =
) y 5 . .
;.‘ﬂ-‘ “ | . ’ K i
‘ W
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"@ERXATIONS BY TEACHER AND TEST RESULTS AFTER 6 MONTHS
Tf7;;i; Follows simple commands f‘ ‘ .'F' | I

A*v;{2Q‘ Responds to his rieme’ ~ not verbally.
3m Works puzzles from 3 to 10 pieces. i i"_q” ‘ fu‘

f h.. Strings beads. ji _ _f -'Q

' S Completes Rlng Stack or D1sk 1n.order.. ) ““

6 ‘ Can pull pa.nts up, a.nd down . ' = e -
&7 "Not to1let trained B i';' h;;r;..f.-
o ‘IBQ T6kas¢coat and cap off h . f'; 3'i$ }. ;i_ _;" . f' :-.
::_?j;'ii;o,f.Mgkes 1nappropr1ate nOISeé;'sﬁChf§5'£°érin8r§ouedsfaﬁd'high'piteoedisoﬁnds;"

f_j10;~ Inconslstent verbal responses..i.f‘;;% ":.;_ i“‘. . -;' '

ll."_ Feeds self uslng a. SPOO)'A_. 7. | - -» B .. S

DO -T}LE iOLLOWI‘NG

-
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1. Write an Individd_g_Edﬁeational'PrOgrem'foﬁ Steve, using the abové information.
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