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: at Berke1ey, was pub in the fo1Tow1ng way: . - :

'and the threat to A111ed ps. -He sa1d we shoqu ra1se the temperature

_ "PREPARING FOR MAINSTREAMING IN TEACHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS"

A story, to1d to me by Reg1na1d L. Jones at the Un1vers1ty of Ca11forn1a

-

Dur1ng Nor1d War I, Will Rogers told of h1s solution for German u- Boats

3

b}

of the At1ant1c Ocean to/?o111ng, thus to fprce the U Boats to surface. | when

they surfaced they could eas11y be sunk when -asked how he wou1d raise the .

Atlant1c to boiling, he rep11ed that he Just got the idea and 1t was up.to
someone else to work out the details. .° |
I'ment1on th1s story to. exemp11fy a po1nt In essence someone, whéther

1t be the courts, 1eg1s1atures, or’ state departments, has sa1d I have an

“idea--that idea is- Ma1nstream1ng--and it is up to the schoo]s to work out the

"details. My quest1ons are these How do the col]eges assist the schoois in

" mainstreaming effort?

‘is on the 1nd1v1dua1

*

working out these details? Just how do the co]]eges and un1vers1t1es fit into

~the mainstream concept? How are we preparing our students for ma1nstream1ng

environments? What is the role-of the colleges and universities in the

Ma1nstream1ng is, nQI a fad; the concept of the leas; r&str1ct1ve

B

alternative was made even stronger with the passage of Puuf1c Law 945]42 We

a { @ $

"are in an age of 1nd1v1dua1 r1ghts The focus in soc1ety and educat1on today

~ o . .
4 . : A, %‘9"4’“6 -
. . ° {
“

Many changes are occur1ng now in the world of educat1on mueh%as a d1rect

result of Pub11c 1aw)94 142 to provide for ch11dren 1n a Eﬂast rqﬁtr:ct1ve

i
sett1ng More and more ch1ldren w1th hand1caps are be1ng served 1ﬁ.regu1ar

c1assrooms - Support personne1 are be1ng hired to aSSbSt teachers ~ Children.

-

who have severe hand1caps are being seen more and more in the pub11c schoo]
\

setting. - These are children who were: not in pub11c schoo]s a few years ago.
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. ‘,f . It is of great concern to many of us that we are seeing children being
- ma1nstreamed before the support serv1ces and the resource systems]are .
deve]oped to cope with these children A]so we see resource systems being
developed before personne] are available and are ready to manage them Spec1a1
educators are being thed as consultants befdre they have been taught consu]tive
skills. Severa] teaéhers who have prev1ous1y taught in self- cdhtained settings
have become the new resource teachers This 1s an entirely d1fferent teaching
s1tuation and some of these teachers have had difficulty in adJusting to this ’
g change The ro]e of the spec1a1 educator 1s changing and many spec1a1 educators
are uncertain as to their new role. Some spec1a1 educators are now finding
' themse]ves dealing w1th the severe]y handicapped--an area for which some have
: had 1itt1e or no: training Many regu]ar c]assroom teachers feel that they do-
not have the skiiis necessary to work w1th the many 1nd1v1dua1 differences:
- found in the regu]ar classroom setting. - = .
A1l of these things make it clear that the pressure for change often
precedes the knowledge necessary for a smooth trans1tion
‘ The Mainstreaming issué is a very complex orie. Un]ess the co]]eges’and
universities do some changing also, like most publtic schools are doing, the -
mainstreaming concept could be in deep trouble. |
But mainstreaming should not be a]]owed to fail because we as co]]ege
educators are unable to face the neEessary changes that -need to be made at
“the co]]ege and unavers1ty Tevel. When we-look at most(co]]ege and univerSity'
programs, we find.that'many>oflthem are "too restrictive" themselves. "There
is much separation'between regu]ar.education and special education ; : .
I am directing a fedecally funded prOJect at Augustana Co]iege in.
Je Sioux Fa]]s, South Dakota. Th1s progect‘is one of the "Dean's Qrants.“ The_

_titTe‘of_our project is Project P;R.E.P.'(Preparing Regular Education PeronneT

L

:\‘) ‘. ‘ . .i _' ‘. -.-Iv 4 - ' ] -




- for Mainstréam Programs) The 1mmed1ate purpose of these Dean s grants 1s

to 1ncrease the know]edge and sk111s of regu]ar educat1on personne] to more . «
t s

effect1ve1y meet the needS\of except1ona1 Iearners The u1t1mate goa] is. to

H
.

_ extend the compentenc1es of regu]ar educat1on ‘personnel to accommodate a

-

\ ?

broader range of 1nd1v1duaﬂ d1fferences among students and, in part1cu1ar to
14

\prov1de each exceptional student w1th appropr1ate educat1ona1 serv1ces
'''''' ‘ 0ur grant has resulted in many changes in our program at Augustana
'Augustana %;¢a pr1vate co]]ege W1th a student enro]]ment of - appr0§1mate1y

2,200 students The tota] faculty 1n the. Department of Educat1on is 41,

_ 1nc1ud1ng part-t1me faculty. We have nearly 700 maJors, 1[3 of the campus
p0pu1at1on, ‘enrolled in the Department of Educat1on 0ver one-ha]f of these
are double maJors in E]émentary Education and Spec1a1 Education. Almost all.
of our Spec1a1 Educat1on maJors do double’ maJor 1n Elementary EdUcat1on and
they are encouraged to do so 4 o

ﬂ Nhen we were wr1t1ng the ]n1tra1 proposa] for our grant “we took a good

" look at ourse]ves The ent1re faculty fe]t that ma1nstream1ng was com1ng of

. age and that the college had better take a look at the issues 1nyo1ved with

‘the cpncept of educat1ng ch11dren in the 1east restrictive sett1ng “ But,

when we looked at ourse]ves, we were not modeling what we were teach1ng, or
mode11ng what we sa1d we- be11eved in. | ‘

Educat1on and Spec1a1 Educat1on were two separate departments at i
Augustana prior to our grant program L1ke many pub11c schoo] fac111t1es, |
the spec1a1 educat1on fac111t1es were the poorest on campus In ﬂact, the

4‘facu1ty off1ces were -housed 1n an 61d barracks Regular education wasllocated

. - ﬁn other parts of ghe campus : R '

» It 1s<our be11ef that the most sens1b1e way of prepar1ng co]1ege students

'»for ma1nstream1ng env1ronments is to demonstrate the benefits of an, 1ntegrated




approach between'reguiar and speciai educatidn departments during the studentsF
N ,:;training _;;\\\ | L 1 | | |
“As a part of the change in our education program at’ Augustana we: are no
1onger functioning as a separate Department of Special Education Special
"Education is a part of--not apart from--the Department of Education Last _
year we moved together in- a, new bu11d1ng (In part we have the fire-marshallv
to thank for this,‘as he condemned the Special Education barracks ) We even
1nterchanged offices and our Special Education and Education’Chairmen share H
the same office. The spec1a1 education facuity 1s serv1ng as resource ,ﬂ
personne] to the regu]ar education facu]ty The spec1a1 education facu]ty
has also prov1ded inserv1ce for the regular education facu]ty ., ‘We meet
together, share common educational concerns, and we are getting to knowxvz
another. This has been brought about by retreats, d1nners' 1unches and
meet1ngs together. Special workshops, seminars,-and re]eased time for faculty
study a]so were initiated. Staff development.was“felt to be'very important' '
- We fee] that we are now modeling some of ‘the concepts we are expecting
"ng', s of the public schoo]s Th1S move together has not total]y been an- easy one.
s,?'“ o Changes in teacher preparation programs a]ways seem to produce a certa1n|
lg’f.degree of re51stance expecially when the ex1st1ng program 1s'perce1ved bv
the facu]ty as successfu] We have had our problems, but we are teaming
. together as-we have never done before We broke down that wall that~prev1ously:
ex1sted between regu]ar and spe01a1 eduCation Our students have beenﬂthe'ones'
'n to benefit from th1S “change. They have noted more team teaching, moré o

. §
.. cooperation, and a better understanding of the ma1nstream1ng movement because,

4

1n essence, we. have ma1nstreamed ourselves. - - o ;.] S

J__'-. . At Augustana we are not ignoring the role of other human serv1ce depart-
~ ‘ ﬂments 1n promoting the ma1nstream1ng concept 'Colleges and uNiVer51ties, by
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the1r organizationa] patterns, have tended to support ndt bn]y separat10n,

but compet1t1on between groups dea11ng w1th the area of human serv1ces "‘

4

'selves from nurs1ng health serv1ces, psycho]oqu soo1a1 work, socivlogy,
) C'

‘and other re]ated schoo]s and departments - To eftect1ve1y model ma1nstream1ng

o < ER

. - ; Prev1ous1y, many of uS 1n e__gat1on have been known to separa;e our-

concepts, net on]y do we have to break down wa]]s between regu]ar educat1on
v : {

] f human - serv1ces area If ma1nstream1ng is to succeed we must

~ - -

#ecogn1%e;that present organ1zat1ona] patterns in our co]]eges and un1vers1—'
t1es do present problems and we must work for greater 1ntegrat1on of aJ]
human service areas in educat1ona1 personnel tra1nang programs At our
co]]ege we are seeing more of the students maJor1ng in the other human service
areas tak1ng educat1on‘courses and vice versa. We see a™heed to&meet w1th
other facu]ty 1n the human serwice areas to work together in p]ann1ng for
pract1cum sites.s . ) _ ,' |
. Teachers in our school systems can play a very §Hgn1f1cant role ’",'@h-

des1gn1ng and eva1uat1ng the co]]ege tra1n1ng program. We need to ask "l
teachers and adm1n1strators what they fgel the co11eges and- un1vers1t1es neeg
to do to prov1de better teacher training. /)Col1ege professors must get out
into the schoo]s more to understand the prob]ems faced by our schob]s today.
‘Regular’ teacher educators need to see what is happen1ng 1n spec1a1 educat1on

- s1tuat1ons Spec1a1 education teacher educators need to see the regular

\/"?’

classroom, espec1a11y those regu]ar classrooms whéﬁb-ha£d1capped ch11dren
have been 1ntegrated Stud?nt teaching superv1sloﬂpshﬁ d be.a shared
.’1ﬂq-7. &Y .

., _ respons1bﬂ11ty Part1cu1ar1¥ for. students who double major rﬁf51ementary_'
> ,
,educat1on/spec1a1 education, student teacher supervfsors qeed to see them

. teach in both situations. - The e1ementary educat1on and spec1a1 educat1onj




. .
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. . : .o
o student teacher supervisors need to team up to carry out the student teach1ng ST
A fshpervis1on.u e g R :

An 1mportant part of the teacher tra1n1ng 1nst1tut1on 3 ro1e w111 be 1n

the area of 1nserv1ce tna1n1ng AT teachers w111 needvsome re tra1n1ng ,we "

: must not forget however that the un1vers1ty professors who will be asked to -
. \
prov1de 1nserv1ce tra1n1ng for the schoo1s may. be in need of much 1nserv1ce

..themselves, S1nce there 1s an expressed need for pub11c school teachers and‘

, adm1n1strators to be tra1ned and re- tra1ned in spec1a1 techn1ques methods
' /

- and mater1als, fee11ngs, and att1tudes, the un1vers1ty professor must also °
vundergo ser1ous 1nserv1ce tra1n1ng for the same purpose Our grant has, in

.+ part, prov1ded inservice for our co11ege facu1ty, but this has not been an

_easy task. ~Ne‘as college facu1ty have to adm1t that Tike teachers in the

’

~ public schools, the.college professor is also n need of inservice.

. . A prob1em exists at many coTleges when promot1on and ténugg are concerned

3

. ' Un1vers1ty and college fa u1ty are seldom’ promoted for prov1d1ng services

ot

. outs1de of the co11ege se t1ng Consu1tatrop‘to pub11c schools is not v1ewed
Y 'D .H "' & S
- ¢ by some as 1mportant as ? bl1ishing 1n a Journal;\wr1t1ng’grants, or research- -

1ng a part1cu;ar area. -; f we expect changes 1n teacher education, wé mustu

. _ broadenﬂﬁhe 1ncent1ve sy stem at our un1vers1t1es and col1eges

hd !

Y

It has¢been said by some that as many‘*as twiytY'to forty perce
v cha]dren in our schoo]s have some spec1a1 Jeeds.™ Th

erefore, al; edilff
must be- know]edgeab1e concernlng all ch11dren They must - know a;,ffii»-

N

d1sc1p11nar1ans. They must understand 1nd1v1dua11zatlon XThf- must- have a

‘

know1edge of referra1 serv1ces, and they must know” how to deal w1th ch11dren
, - Who are be1ng 1ntegrated 1nto the regu1ar classroom The ﬁegu1ar c1assroom

S teacher w1Tl bear the major respons1b111ty for ma1nstream1ng succe§s . ',(\

a V.

; . . ‘: ' :8- ‘\,.. §¢ ‘4-: l.;, | \ “
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Unt11 we as teacher educators as§ume the respons1b111ty for prepar1ng

s ] teachers to meet the spec1a1 neéds of a]] ch11dren ma1nstream1ng will notl~\\\
<succeed In order for children W1th spec1a1 needs to be successfu] in

: regu]ar classes, a]] teachers must sbe abfe to deal effect1ve1y w1th 1n ]

‘,.\ '
R . .

dual d1fferences ..

N - . L]

. Througthugustqna!s Project P.R.E. P, we are prepaging regu1ar education-’ N

AR 'personnel for ma1nstream programs and to meet the needs of all children-seen .
. : ~

in-a regu]ar q]assroom We have encouraged- ourAregular education stUdents RS
A.to thke some ?pec1a1 education course:Work. Most o% our>studenks;are doing" - -

N » this, knowing that it wolNd net be feasible to require all students to thke 3 a

’ Y . ’ Lt Lo - ‘ s g -t -
« [ course work in‘special educati%n _our changes have been in our existing '
,f « methods courses, rathﬁr than the add1t1on of new course requ1rements If.:::>

o your state is 11ke our state, We seem to be}a]ways adding course requ1rements . -
. 'F: *for teacher cert1f1cat1on but never deleting any. It is our op1n1on that

| . addang one or tyo requ1red spec1a1 educat1on courses to a student's curr1cu1um
E-ﬂ:ﬁﬁ'i': is not gb1ng to be:that effective.. .

ot . ’ ' ~ 'v L4
R dE S o AN

Ne, therefore“ﬁsought to make changes 1n all. of our ex1st1ng methods : j?' ¥

¢ > . \

hYstl'.cburees Through dwscuss1ons and inservice w1th our methods faculty, a11 of L
“ A' @

L$h <.‘,

R ; '_our methods courses now. conta1n a sect1oh on 1nd1v1dua11z1ng and dea11ng w1th

i‘ch11dren w1th spec1a1 needs S1nce the DEan serves, ‘as our progect adm1n1s-.

Vi )
=N o %o, 3 -

T trator ¢he was ablejto see that this portioaof our proJect was-carried through.~--
cukty served as resource/ érsonnel and in some 1nstances
it 2

hon dea)1ng with ch11dren w1th spec1a1 ‘needs. Through facu]ty ' 5

' 'Spec1ﬂs educat1on
‘ taught the sect16w

& f“' v - : ;
1nserv1ce, 1t was observed that some of our own facu]ty had some pert1nent ' )

. \ e

. \ que$t1ons about dea11ng with the coT]ege student w1th a hand1cap 1n'the co]]ege

" . .

" c]assroom sett1ng It was noted. that some of our, educat1on faculty m1ght be

e
-‘}able to {each about 1nd1v1dua11zed 1nstrud¢1on and students. w1th spec1a1 ngeds;,
b N . . A . X,




& ol
. lt was for}th1s reron we. sponsored a Hand1cap Awareness Day on eur cafipus .~

gl

| N R
: *,This 1nVo1ved the entire campus, ‘not Just ‘the DepartmEnt of‘Educat1o§§f The day )

- rlhdaibut they had d1ff1cu1ty dealfng with the concept in the1r OWn coT]ege';?aégkggmi.

|
'J}(’

fpcused_on att1tudes, a concep§-that 1sayery d1ff1cu1t tovt

. .,.faculty and students in whee]cha1rs and on crutches ‘.Ne bfpdéfolded,some
/ B - f’ E .
L students and facu}ty ‘Some’ facp]ty and. sdgdents wore earp%&gs'for part of the

*
--day We did a study of arch1tectura1 barriers on ouh*&aﬁbus We prov1ded

G ..\
speakers throughout the day on such top1cs as, “The Co]]egé Student witha ¢

Cy ",Student with a Hear1ng Impa1rment " "The Co]]ege Student with Read1ng, Wr1t1ng,

. L)

' Visual Handrcﬁp," “The Phys1ca11y Hand1capped Co]]ege §tudent," "The Col]ege

and Spe111ng Prob]ems}\ and "Commun1ty Resobrces Ava11ab1e to Ass1st the College i
’ ;Professor w1th Students w1th Spec1a1,Needs " The day was exc1t1ng and prof1t-
ab]e for a11 of us. Some of our facu]ty5<e§11zed after/that day that hePp1ng

teachers deal with the un1queness of their students is bas1ca11y an att1tud1na] L

rd .

' 7
~ prob]em SeverF< fac/ﬁty and - students Tearned that\persons tend to fear
d1fferences and changes"\ l\\ '

.)’

é

- r 4 . ) |

A]] of us rea11ze that changes in educat1on programm1ng ‘have . se]dom been . i;
in1t1ated by coT]ege personne] Instead parent groups, teacher demands, court N
act1ons, federal and/or state 1eg1s1atron or certification’ standards have

rea]]y been the ones to create a change in our educat1on program, format ;,&t

»

' was not unti Pub11c Law 94 142\wa5'passed that many of our facu]ty fe]t the e

. b NFRYS
. o need to change our educat1on pregram a%\hugustana o
.J '

o " Colleges must now teaeh to all educatién maagrs aboutIpTacement comm1ttee

funct1ons, referra] and 1dent1f1cat1on procedures, school law, r1ghts of

)

parents, counse11ng parents, due process accountab151ty, 1nd1v1dua11z&d

1

education, p]ans wr1t1ng behav1or obJect1ves, and the components o{\7ubluc Lawf\uf

94 142 Just to name a few.
. )




: '”education graduate We need'?m\1nd1¥%d

’e,

.know our students en an 1nd1v1dua1" %ﬁ'){Ng need to face up to*the fact

PR I

' that not all of our students are g 1n§ to make 1t in the teach1ng profess1qp

gy

'\. we will need to counse] some, students out of educat1on S "_\ .,

-~

- Our’ graduates, not only have to work and c\mmun1cate effect1ve1y with'

o

v 'ch11dren, they a1so have to work and commun1cate Just as effect1ve1 w1th~ ‘ )
- : ~ ‘ .‘ 4
- ’adu]ts. Ng matter: how we]] a student does academ1ca11y, if he/she cahnot Ay

© get a]ong w1th others, he/she w111 have a d1ff1cu1t future -These students
; s must know how to work.w1th other profess1ona1s and para profess1ona1s in
A ~ their c1assrooms and “schools. They must also be able to,deve]op good o .
. . -“ . | - , . . ) . . e /
« - ,-relationships with parents and know how to counsel effectively and deal with
. ! o ) . :

\parents.

3 ’ ,
- At Augustana\We are proV1d1K§ pract1cum exper1ences at the sophomore
.{i ' year so that our students get exper1ences ear]y in the1r prognam work1ng
w1th except1ona1 chiTdren. These experfences also. nge the college faculty"
an oppo unity to>observe our students ) that we can foresee any potent1aTn
. prablems before sbudent teaching. .
~-%t 1s 1mportant that we remember that the’ most effect1ve way§to 1mprove

~

;educat1on 1n our pub11c schools is to 1mprove teacher educatnon v.
ff *h ; ;"{ Hand1capped ch11dren can be s ccessfu] 1n the ma1nstream of educat1on’
i‘oniy when teachers are w1111ng to accept these ch11dr§h and whey,they have
' the sk111 and confrdence to deal with fu]iJrange of:\hlldren 's beh§v1or--

. thfs is our respons1b121ty as*teacher educators and it s .ndeed a. sha]]enge

Y ™ s , v a
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