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- The material r=v1ewed in the 37 art1cles and papars

‘listed here suggests that respopsibility for establishing anil

maintaining standards for writing among college students is 2

collega-wide burden. The articles are 5f two kinds: some deal

directly with the guestions of interdepartmental respon51b111ty for

teaching writing; others touch on the subject whilg addr0551ng

" related questions. (Author) *° o
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»

Baum, Joan. ."Intétdisciplinary Studies, the ﬂatest Expetihental Ragé."

College Comﬁosicion.and Communication, 26, no. 1 (February, 1975),

30-34- . [
\

Baum is antagonistic toward the "illegitimate hybrid" called e

interdisciplinary studies. She offers cautions worth noting,
: primarily that there is a real danger in losing sight of the
sometimes tedious job of teachirig writing Yhen this task is’

" placed in- the more aptrabtive-surroundings of a subject-area

like literature. .

.

»

rown, Michael R. "Writing and Science: A Freshman Writing Course for

Science Majors.”" A paper pfesenned at. CCCC, March, 1975. ERIC

DOCUMENT 103 901.
1

Brown sees the use of technical writing as a useful choice

. for freshmen who intend to major in technical fields. Be finds -

that using technital material and format’s allows him to let "the

organization of the toplc organize the writing.” A useful - acn

v ¥

practical paper.
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. Budd, William C. "An Experimental Comparison of-Wtiting Achievement

in English Composition and Humanities Classes." Research in the

Teachi_g of Eng#ish 3, no. 2 (February, 1969), 209-221.

"The research_hypothesis for tuis stndy was that expository writing

-

can be taught as effectively bx incorporating instruction int0~a
three~quarters humanities sequence as. by teaching it separately in

two quarters of English Composition. (210)

-

"Students who enrolled ‘for three quarters of humanities which

incorporated insttuction in writing performed significantly better

- on a final written theme than students who receivéﬂ two quarters
L 3
of writing instruction in separate English Composition classes.™ (221)
‘ a
Comprone, Joseph. ''Cybernetics and Rhetoric. Freshman Eﬂhlish in an

§\~' ' Overdetermined World." ADE Bulletin, 46 (September, 1975), 22431.

Wide-ranging discussion which raises some important questions
-

about the need to address the student's perception of his or her
needs as a student and as a graduate. DeScribes in general terms )
some ways in which the University of Cincinnati writing program
adapts as a "holistic proéram."

Connelly, P. J. and D. C. Irving, "Composition in the Liberal Arts:

a Shared Responsibility." College English,-37 (March, 1976), 668-70.

"The authors describe a faculty-training program at €rinnell

College in which instructors from subject disciplines outside

4 .
English are given guidelines to improve their use .of essays, reports,
N

and other written assignrents in their classes. The assuaption is
[
that "the students' compositional’incozpetance is not the only causa

of bad writing, The single most widespread external cause of bad

writing is bad aSsignments." (670)
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Dille, Jean L. "Communication on the Job: AC, DC, and Weil—Gfbuoded."

A paper presented.at CCCC, Mhrch, 1976., ERIC DOCUMENT 123-632.

Poin{s out that writing teachers too often write course descniptions

add lesson plans .based on what they were taught and not on the -basis of

what the student needs to know. Suggests that advisory committees

»

from various Jobs and professions be called in to help define the
o L

b

content of composition coursesg'

Donlan, Dan. "Textbook Writing Assignments in Three Content Areas.

~t

« A Research Study Conducted at the University of California-—
Riverside. ERIC DOCUMENT 123-635. ": .
"It would seem that the emerging role of the English teachet is ’
that of a writing consultant, one who helps teachers in other conteot.‘

fields, assign, teach, and evaluate v;riting."i’ (10-11)

Examines types of writing assignhents appropriate to Math, Science,

r,‘

and Social Studies content courses.

Donlan, Don. "Social Studies Textbooks.and the Teaching of Assigned
writing."” Research Study Conducted at the University of California—-
Riverside. ERIC DOCUMENT 122—303.

‘Previous Donlan study is more to the point.

Dcuglas, Wallace. "On the Crisis in Compositicn." ADE Bulletin, 40

(Yarch 1974), 3-11.

A zeneral historical and critical study. Douglas is critical of
. \ 4

the insistence on "standard English” but is realistic_about the

reed to train underprepared studeems to fit the occupational standards

current in the dominant culture. M

4
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Dudley, Juanita Williams ”Griffin in the English Departm, t. Paper ¢

‘presented at the Annual Meeting of the Secondary Sch:ol(English
Conference, Boston, April, 1976. ERIC DOCUMENT 123-627.

~“Proposes teaching technical writing at the high school level as—-
- .
an alternative to the standard composition course, suggesting that

-

. exercises in mechanism .and process description, establishing

standards and specifications, and makipg multiple evaluations will
~”

sharpen-the rhetorical skills which a composition course {s, by

traditiOn, supposed to inculcate." (1).

Fazan, Edward E\\\\English Departments. Half Slave, Half Free." ‘ADE

Fd

Bulletin, 45 (Ma 1975) 25-28.
Looks the ser&ice" role of . the English’ Department Squarely .
in the eye and cohcludes that with the new, varied kind of student

>

of the future, "Enélish Departnen;s will have to expand their
repertory of contexts, that is, to use film videotapes, small
group work, Zommunity-based experiences- for the student's initial.

engagement with the discipline." (23) o -

Featherstone, Jean. "Who Cares about Good Writing?" ﬁniversity College

Quarterly, 22, no. 3 (March, 1977), 10-15. - R
Addresses the question of interdepartmental responsibility: "If
reading, writing, and thinking are the- three 51des of the conposition

‘prablem, then a permanant solution can come’ onlv when all post-second- -

-

ary teachers care enough about good writing to require it in their

classes True, ‘professors out51de of the vriting field cannot be
/i

e\pectﬂd to sutsticute for wTiting instr ctdrs; but théy can make th=‘r

stn-cr“s dware that inabilizy to cowmu7icate what they kncw 01 tescs

produces nargiaal srades, t4hat bad grammar often limits communication

i

/i
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and gtves a- poor impression of tbe student,’thar successful-persuasid& L by

depends upon clear loé}c, that quality vocaﬁulary enhances expres ion,

. apd-that the’neeﬂ for comxng_to grips ‘with the writtem word’does ot .-

stop with the coﬁbletion of reqhired English courses or with the

compIetion of one such course. (16)- ‘, . C S -

-~

Flsner, Dexter ‘and L01s Lamdin. "Libra: An Interdisciplinary Approach to

Remediatiou.' ADE Bulletin, 61 (May, 1974), 3J

-

' Esseatial practical essay. .The Libra program-an interdepart~

. .
.- . 1

) .mental, remediation: program involving reading, vriting, and subject area

. > A

?' . teachers--1s described. A full description of an ambitious program at
Hostos éC, CUN?Q '
GegsHuny, u; Lee. "Writing'as Problem-Solving in Interdisciplinmary Programs:

~

iiteratdre‘and the Age of Technology." - Paper pnﬁLared at Borough of
l ' R N ) . . .
Manhattan CC, ERIC DOCUMENT 126-532.

Practical description of a'working remediation program focused

on an ."inquiry method." The general theme is that “interdisciplinary .

-

' programs encourage students to transcend department boundaries,
&ynthesize information, reforoulate concepts, and develop writing (

skills in. the process.”" (1)
BEENTE . .
Henry, Robert. "The Nece551ty to Reform English for Engineering Students. !

~

Iecﬁnical WritlngiTeacher, 1, no. 3 (Spring, 1974), 7-9.

Addresses the neso to take seriously the specialized writing‘heeds
of students .in technical majors. Rather than offer watered down
literature courses, the English Departments must proyide technical
~.5tudsnts wi:h the skills they reed. Notes, too, that the techni:zal
dzpartnents have a respoasibility to demaod high quality ‘writing from .

their students. * >

. 6
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o Shugrue, eds. Prospects fof the 70's: English Departments and Milti- =~ |

L

( ! ’ ) S " e ’ -
disciplinary Study. New York: The'Modgrn Language Association, 1973,
. i ) : ‘ ;

78-89. . : )
! L ' . ) : . e
.Articulate and informed survey of those reasons which compel English

‘Departments to "'go interdisciplinary."” _Like the other eséays in the

volume, it tends to be abstract, not addressed to the question of".
4 . : \\

composition as such. " ) ‘

B / .

Hutkin, Ronald M. -"A Vocational Ap;roach to Written Communication: N .

° *

Final Report.",” Platte Technical CC, Columbus, Nepraska. ERIC N

Q
DOCUMENT 113-601. . /

The study sought to "establish, whether [students] enrolled in

sritten commuaication courses will achieve a higher level of profi-

Y

ciency i¥n acé%mpbishing the specific’cognitive objectives when the

objectives a:é placed in the context of the world of work or when the

\

same cognitive objectives are placed in a liberal arts context." (8)

"The study found thag "data clearly.indizéte that the emphasis placed '
: . . ’
on careers, decision making, and comﬁunity resources were not only !

valid objec;iveé for this project, but also created activities which

wekre instruﬁen;al in helping students imﬁrove cognitive skills and

v

written communication skills." (37-38) -

-

Larmouth, Donald Wilford.. "The igfe‘A}ound Us: Design for a Coummunity

Research Component in English Composition Courses.”™ College Composition
L. . .
and" Communication, 23, no. S, 383-389.

- .

Descrit»s in detail the workingzgs of a research report course at

University of Minnesota--Duluth and Uniyersity of Wisconsin--Cre:zn

Bay. Topics grew out of real concerns and the exeécution of the
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plan involved close cooperation with faculty in o:hépggepartments.

T

The results sound convinc¢ing. .

Larson, Richard L. "English: An Enabling Discipline." ADE Bulletin, 46

(September, 1975), 3-7. | S -. . -
The essay looks at ways in which English can -becone * theléenttal :
nabling discipline in the undergraduate s first twb. yead% of study,
primarily through the ability of English to Yequip students to grapple
:wich the ;bscractidhs, concepts, and vague or ambiguous utterances

they encounter odtside of English;" (%)

»

The essay builds to the éoncluéion that we must move away from bur

tendency to compartmentalize eiperience within,the‘hgrrow limits of
. r . . -
departmental desigrations.

»

Laster, Ann A. and Nell Ann Pickett. "Technical Wr;g@gg as an Approach to

. Freshman Composition at Hinds Junior College."‘{Téchnical Writing

Teacher, i, no. 3 (Sprxng, 1974),/1-
Describes ways in wHich the Freshmaa Writing offerings at Hinds JC '

use a multi-approach" with emphasis on ptactrtal application of

-

writing skills. Thinteen different gersions of the caurse are offered
. ( : .
after consultation with faculty from subject disciplines.

Marder; Paniel, "The Interdiscipiinary Discipline.” ADE 3u{1etig, 45 (May,
'1975), 29-31.
Addresses the genergl question of decompartmentalization of th;
huéanities.

" Minor, Dennis E. "An Integrated Technical Writing Coqrse." Technical Wricimg

Ter-rec, 3, no. 1 (Fall, 1975), 21-24.

Qutlines ways irn which,the composition material and course material

s

'lgi; . 8
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for technicai students can be combined in stimulaé!ng long-term
research projects snited to the students’ professional goals.
Moss, Andrew. ”Writing as Problem—Solving. An Integrative Modei for the

Teaching of Composition. ‘ Education and Urban Society, 7, no. 2

v

(February, 1975), 187-192.

Describes an integrated course at’ UCLA "based on the idea that
students will learn to use writing best if they are explo*ing topies
thab have value and signlficance~to them.” (188)° Use of a writing
workshop in conjunction with four subJecc-area "companion courses"

is delineated. o - o

Ong, S, J., Walter J. "The writer s Audience Is Always$ a Fiction." PMLA,

-

90, no.1 (January, 1975), 9-21. TN

Y

Though the tedium of day-to-day composition instruction is remote
from Ong's concerns, the article provides a valuable perspective on
the subtle, manifold effect that the imagined audience has on the

‘ w;iter at work. “The implications for the composition teacher who does
h injzact see her students as writers are many, especially in terms of
. topic, subject,area‘audiences, purposes for uriping.

Pichaske, David R. "Freshman Comp: What Is This Shit?" College English,

38, no. 2 (October3 1976), 117-124.

N : .

Though the article does not address the quest1on directly, the
articulate re3ection of "pro o-FILA" style {is nateworthy--too often

the focus in freshman composition is writing literary critlcism.
-3

Ore of the con:lusions here is that "good wr1tin° is as nuch

“ a function of conteat @3 techaiqua" and that writinz teachars need to
. * '

Td'sive the snudong sor2thing to say b:fore fus51ng a2bout how ¢hey say

RS

9 ’ . -

T ;
e (124 )
e

.
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Recchia, _Edward. "America qQn Film:fA Humanities”Composition Course.”

A pqper presented to the National Conveution of the Popular Culture

Associa;ion, St. Louis, 1975. LERIC DOCUMENT 103-880. = ¢

-

N -
Suggests ways in which film can be used as a model for good
. writipg. Sees writing,,though, as an "exercise’ which is “inspired
. by" the content of the film. , ' T o

Recommendation%&to the Professigh Carnegie Conference on the State of

Undergraduate English" ADE Bulletin, 46 (September, 1975), 58-60. ’

.

As one of many recommendations, the group says: "we believe that

‘undergraduate students, especially freshmen; should have a choice of
| several ways to come' to and succeed in writing." One of the specific )
ways listed is "a course that directly involves a prospective career '
in a given major fteld (science, for exanple) and is pethaps jointly

taught between departments.” (59)

- Al

Redaan, George W. Jr. '"The Philosophy of Teaching Composition Held by ' I

Selected Teachers and Students: at the University of \orthern Colorado,

Winter Quarter, 1973." University of Northern Colorado Ed D.
R

- )

Dissertation, 1974.
Notes that "students do not expect to be held to any composition

>

standard in a subject matter course"” (25), and that, interviews with
teachers rev;aled "aggeement that the best way to teach sriting is
use of indiv1du=l conlarences to discuss the process of developing a
toplc in which the student was personally involved." (v)

dita, Philip A. "A Flaxible Mcoular Systen: An'Experiment in Teaching

oA, .- . . . Y s s ? .
Corpnsition." E~ston University School of ‘Education Ed. D. Dissectation,

1975. an ' N

J
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DiscusSes the content—oriented approach"vto~teaching composition

»

and toncludes that "little has been done in this area.. (13-16)

.

Smith, Marien K. - "What Can a Tethnical Writing Course Offer the Non-

Technical Student’" Teaching English ‘in the Two—Year College,
2, no. 2 (W1nter, 1976), 115-121. . - -
SOutner, James W. "Developing 'Asslgnments for S!ehtific and Techyical .

_\p . «

‘Writing." A paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the quern

) -
S Language Association, December, A976 - SR S o
. - Articulate analysis of-the need~for writjing in context, emghasizinh

1

"situat1onal" approach to designing assignments. "we must teach our
students to analyze the communication situation they face, and’io .

structure a plece ofwyrtting to serve that situation... (2)

s .

*

" Thilsted, Eﬁ?da H. "An Inte:disciplinary Report -Wr riting Couxse." .
YA ’

Technical Writing Teacher, 2, no. 3 (Spring, 1975), 1-3.

B

Describes a functional, working program at Oklahdma State in
which the English Dapartment coo*erates uith twelve subject area depart-

. ments in advanced level writing course« Subject-area fhstrucuors

assist the student with selecting and developing the topic, while

- the writing teachets d&rect the writing. The emph351s is on practical

.gkills for a\criticel audience. - ' .

“ Tigar,QPage. "ADE Survey of Freshman English.” ADE Bulletin, 43" (November,

]

1974), 13-23. ' e

,Jhe survey itself is not as enlightening as is the criticism of

~traditio~al conoosltzrr ma tHo s voiced by soze co:mencators on the
¢ .. ﬁ . .
surver. The rei-tio~ of Geneva Smitherman, Centet for Black Studies,

r

Wayne State Caiversity, is noteworchy:

"
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" It's surveys lxke this (and T wish to God it were not representative,

though 1 fear it is) that make me ashamed of my profession. For the

.

results\rsveal that English academics are still 1nto the same ol' same ol':
ignoring students and the imperatives of living in a complex, trans-

: nat101al world. If English instruction is to.be useful to our students

in\pursuit of their immediate academic goals, it should assist them in

n(‘ :

linguistically and rhe;orically conceptualizing comple; ideas from a variety %f

of academic disciplines. T; pany of my colleagﬁes,.this smacks too

‘much of what. they all a "setvice course"” approach; jet froe the ‘students’
v1ewp;&nt~—and I base my thinking on both experience andﬁéesearch-~

" such instruction is an invaluable, service, making the agonizing. hoers of
writing and rewriting worth all the trouble. If English instructlon is
to help our students surv;ve in today's multi-cultural, multi-linguistic
world, it must facilitate their competence as communicators in a mpltie
plicity of modes and‘sitﬁational cenﬁexts and deveiop their understanding

of communicatidns processes and systems. As hupanists, we are striving

to ﬁroduce ethically respensible students who are alert to the power of -

communication to move and direct human behavior. To return to the basics of

AY

the ' good old days" -(which really wasn 't all that good noway, excepg/for
those in power--incluAe E:élish profs vis—a-vis students) is to continue N
insensitivity to student needs and to ignore life beyond ebony and ivory
towers. (22) ‘

Weiner, Harvey 'S. M"Writing for the Subject Disciplines: Helping Faculrty .

Help Studen:s." ADE'Bulfetir, 45 (May, 1 9’5) 32—~ 33.

Concise) avticulite, esseatial’article for the topic at hand

'

Describes ways in which the writing faculty at Laguardfa cC work with,

12

p e

v
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