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ABSTRACr

This report is the iesult of 3 i5 month' p'OJect de signed * o curvey
llteracy ‘and educatlon among- adult Indians in Oklahoma.

27

What questlons dld the survey seek to answer?

The Adult Ihdlan Education PrOJect (A.1.E.P.) was funded by the 4. S.

O0ffice of Education to answer two specific questions: (1) wWiradmemtde:
= f and high school completion of adult Indians :in

Oklahoma? and (2) mwm in the

state? . ; o
Il)iteracy was surveyed baseg‘on the concept of "functional literacy.'. .
Functional literacy means readlng for a purpose - reading skills which an

adult possesses to participate in activities normally expected of adults
within/Oklshoma communities. This definition is consistent with the U. S.
Office of Education's deflnutlon of a literate person:

v
v
&

"one who has acquired essentual skills in readlng, writing and =
computation required.for effective functioning in a society and
'~ whose attainmert of such skills makes it possible for them to
deve]op and part1cupate actnve]y in the way of life..." .
- - , ‘ (Naf?lger 1975) »

Thls der|n|t|on of literacy then coupled wuth a tradutuonal concep* of
educatlona] attainment provided the basis. for the assessment of educatuonal
needs of adult Indlans in the state. : -

5 [ 8

¢ o

What was the overall research design?

Prior to this survey there was a severe lack of data, in many cases, on
even baslc social and educational condltlons of Indlan adult members .of .- :
the tribes in the state. As a result, .the A.1.E.?. survey was required to - =
“obtain information on a_broad range of social characteristics as well as
llteracy and educational characteristics. In order. to obtain the informa-
tion needed, a field survey was conducted amohg a-fandom sample of the
adult members of the tribes in Oklahoma. Survey questions were constructed
with the assistance of Indian professionals- across the state. The samp]e .
of respondents was obtained with the coopetation of tribal-officials. L
#-1rh*nvntervreweﬂs~wefe—tTaTﬁEU‘w*t"fn‘each~13ﬂ1RH~1nﬁnqi These field -~
interviewers, then, contacted respondents and asked them thevquestlons
listed on the questionnaire. The responses to these questions were then
analyzed by the projett s. aff The results of these analyses are presented
in this report. ' s

. What kinds of survey questlons were asked?

The A.I.E. P. 'survey aaked—+ndvan~aéu+esm#eu&—k+nds-of-quest¢ensn The ftrst'

.“group contained those questions-that pertauned to the social background of N
the respondents. This anc]uded Sy B ba—t e tis: 3G .

XV . ’ .
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The second group contained -those questions that pertained to the-tribal '
characteristics of the adults.’ This included tF+§a+—mcw*nnqﬂshuwdahmui“\n”\'

.~ attended. The third group of quéStions concerned educational attainment. T~
This group included yeaks-ofsachool.complaiad, eppo=obrschosk-ei-t endad
(BIA Sr public), f&p:Luﬁ—ceft+f+eeQerﬁwnmﬁiﬁd (diploma or high school
equivalence), and &uHhﬁm@kzmrﬁpﬁeéyed=piﬁefebLgbasshdnd. N

The last-group cont%ined those questions that pertained to functional
]iteracz[outcome§. ; This group was further divided into four literacy
areas: wecapationatknowtedge, eonsumeriiteraey, ewttiriiterasy, anu Co
v el TS0, | These literacy:areas were ones which had also been used s
in previous research at the national level pertagning to fuhctional literacy.
- Specifically, occupational knowledge included tasks such ds reading a :
classified employment ad, figuring weekly wages aH@‘ﬁﬁﬁﬁTéfThgra Social
Security application. Consumer ‘education inc]uded\jdentify?ng the cost ,of
a grocery item from a newspapér ad and computing taxes from an income tax
table. Health knowledge was measured by indicating. the normal body tem-
perature, idéntﬁfying foods that containeu protein;widentifying two signs -
of diabetes and interpreting insurance benefits. ! Lastly, legal knowledge

“ ’

was tested by indicating a-knowledge of the meaqihg of equal employment

opportuﬁityl:Pndicatinb knowledge of an individual's civil rights when a -
person is:arrésted and indicating the ability to interpret an.apartment

lease.  These—ldteracy questions were straightforward and represented-a .’

.minimal level ‘of knowledge that the Indian community deemed necessary for .

successful "adult functioning in today's society. ) -
= ’ S Ca e "
. What were the findings of the survey? , : \Y' -
A - R - ¢

The A.l.E.P; surveyed a E=i-meseoal- f adults from kS=teirtms
ot Proups JefesentiviR= - rEase . ' ~Okiahe Some
of the principé] findings were: ' - Ce -
(1) There wete.over 16,000 more American Indians in Oklahema than previous
estimates had indicated. ' idmosteimpescany of the Indian adults werer )
wat swetudedsse the count of Amefican Indians by the j@piveswsws. .

(2) Iﬁ#ﬁ:ﬁﬂut==leﬂhp§ﬁcnui.df’thé adults surveyed said they were «bbe=bo
e tTihe i upnEye and 32 percent ‘preferred their tribal
language to English. . '~ S ‘

(3). Owurdth=ponsomt of fHeJIndTSn>adults eve—roi-comproted—tighschood . N

(4) The . éddriseeneeprrate among Indian adults is quite hig", wecednesl® "
povecne—immallicars®s and going as high as Erpcresal  neconsumer ' )
© 0 eintepaeep and Ed-pewneat in eenerztroRpUtartoncskEER, . |0 total, how-
. *  _ever, there werean estimated 36,000. Indian adults living.in Oklahoma
hewrare ~Fumetiona iyt temmm-rone-orcnaretiteracyarees . This
- represented Qo mrweat of the total Indian adult population. Also,
. only »iwbepesaowt of the adults were—iiterate in all literacy -areas.

- A , - xvi




(5) 1lliteracy seemed to be reduced, at least somewhat, by high school . -

“ equivalence programs and, by continuing, vocatlonal/tefhnlcal and adult -
‘edlcation programs. E . T '

' (6)- Funct&onal llteracy was found to be a good ''predictor'’ of income; that‘:

’ is, the higher a person's functlonal literacy ab!lltles, the more

likely hls/her income w1|l be” higher. tf

t
.

‘\a\;\what are the implications? . S
B : : ‘ T ~ LT o
Results-such as those above seem dramatic. Yet for ‘those who live in these
communitiés{*hany\pf these results coincide with everyday experience...
Though somewhat moré-severe, they-also contain patterns of illiteracy ~
_revealed by otner investigators_working with more 1imited samples of adults \\\\\
within different contexts. The, GﬁTﬁue\feature of this study is that it '
documents the extent and nature of the’ relationships with a state sample of
American Indians for the first time. It is, therﬁfore,\thg first survey
. that enables one to gauge the full scope of. the problems\EBﬁfrontlng the :
adult Amerlqgn Indlan within the educational system. o .
. . . ¢ —
The results reflect exteps;ve educational needs among !ndianvadults and T
childrenacross the state. These needs must be addressed through public
awareness and ‘thrdugh policy modifications and programs handled by the
American Indian communities themselve; but wnth a good measure of state and
"natlonal assi‘stance. ‘ L .

El{lC? ' o

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



. : CHAPT;R/]¢ R .
. L INTRODUCTION ., +
- "This chapter presents ‘the ma?jor- purposes and conceptual framework of this = .
\ag£!fz\if educational attainment and- functxonal literacy’ among adult i h v,
Indians~in: the state of - 'Okl ahoma. s '
. IR SR S 1.T—Major Purposes . @ . e ) = , T )
o ’ SR “..ﬁ o T D :

"_5 S 0n July 1, 1975 the- Amerncan Indianrlnst}tute of the SouthWEEY*Genter for: ‘
' " Human' Relatlons Sfudues ‘at, the Un|ve'51ty of - Oklahoma entered inio an.\\\\\_“*i\.
'fagreement wuth the ‘United® State Office 6f Educatzon, lndlan Educatlon ’ "-'5w\\\\\\
D|v15|on, Tﬂtle IV, Part C to conduct a survey of.: adult Indian literacy C
and educational attainment in .the state of Oklahomam The twelve- month

award commissjoned the Adult Indlan Eduuatlon Project of the American

Indian Institute to obtain and lnterVIew a' ,presentatlve sample of adult

1nd|ans to assess eduCatlonal needs of adults ‘in the state These |nter-
views were to be scored and tabulated and-the results proV|ded to the U. S. P
' .Offnce of Educatlon, Indian Educatlon D|V|suoq /Orlglnally scheduled te ™
flnlSh on June 30, the Adult Indlan Edueatlon PrOJect was funded for a
three- month extensxon by the 0ffice of Nat'ive' Amerlcan Programs. The . v

“proJect act|V|t|es were offICIally completed on September 30, 1976. _ I :

P < M
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1.2' Exemplary Project E

“The Aduit Indian Education Projeot was unique ‘in that it wasy (lllone of
the first surveys which exahined.functfona}_]iteracy on such a larye scale,
(2) one of the firét intertribal surveys of this scaie;among:American‘ :

Indian tribes and 5) the first ,tatew1de survey on functlonal literacy- ;' 

. among adult Indians. The primary obJectuves of the pFOJeCt |nvolved the

'executuon of a- survey of educational attainment and functlonal llteracy .
e among adult lnd.ans in the state of Oklahoma, and reportrng the results
o of that assessment of edueatlonal needs&io trubes,-state and natucnal - .
© Grganizations. L o S f_ o o . ;o

However, due to |ts unnqueness, & secondary obJective of the Adult Indlan

|
Educatnon PrOJect was “to fwlly document the desugn and activities involved

s |n such a statewnde,'multl-trubal survey. By this thorough documentatlon !

of the pr0Ject = actnvntles, it is hpped that the project wnl] serve as an
exemp]ary prOJECL fq; those conductlng similar educatuonal needs assess-

; ,'ments among Amerlcan Induans and ‘other communltues, elther statewrde or

oca]ly T S S e S -
. . 2 : ‘\.;
¢ . . . . _ A .

2 The exemplary project documentatnon |nc1uded as a part of th|s final report'
R - cross-lndexed on page Vi. Th|s dorumentatlon covers the fol]ownng ’ "

aspects of the, Adult Ind|an Education PrOJeCt.
Proueet.Desngn _
, Methodology =~ . - C ) -
Plannlng o o e .
"Management of project actnvntnes .
Field interviewer .training B ‘
. Survey instrument constructlon ' ST o
Forms and records : , : : o
Data.reduction S )

Analysis and implicatidns e

- Communications and reporting

Bl
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‘ . o . ) :‘., - N ‘ ) ‘.:: )
1t is hoped that thfoug.h the docimentat iop in hoth the narrative of this - _
A finalﬂfepoft'and the accompanying appendixes, the -Aduit Indian Education

Proieét will be éssisting future‘projects in estabTiéhing some of the

basic procedures assocuated with this type of research and-at least some-

what lessennng ‘the necessity for futu"e prOJects to repeat the same ' .
efforts unaerraken by this. prOJect ..
) >
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1.3 “Bachground of the Survey " N
Th1s research was developed by the Amerscan Indian Instltute.ln response
to the 1972 Indlan Education Act (Tltle IV) Part. C of thls Act provnded
for the support of adult Indian educatlon pFOJeCtS parxlcularly in the
areas of- theracy and high school equ1va1ency training. This. partlcular
. project was. deS|gned to assess the literacy and educational attaunment of
~adult Amerlcan Indlans in Oklahoma in-order to assist natlonal educatjon
. policy-makers in decision- maklng,glmplementatlon and adminlstratlon of
Part C programs within Oklahoma. In addltlon, the results provide to
L tribal as well as state and hational Leaders, a data- base heretofore un-

available for Indians irli/'/pk”rahoma.r u-f e . a v

1.31 Data and decision-makiné

Oklahgra contains the largest.adult” Indian popuiation of any state in the
pation. The exact number was difficult to determine beaodse.there are-no,

staiuatrd classnflcatlons of an |nd|vgdua1 as an ‘Indian. Self-enumeration,

?

3 v iribal feolls, and blood quantum have all been used as a reQU|rement for
]/‘(
4_.c]a551f|cat|on as an Americam Indian, by varlous agenC|es ‘of> the federal .

‘government.“ Populatlon |nformat|on avallable today |scscattered, |ncomplete i
and in some cases unavallable, non- existent or contradlctory (Langone,.;“’”M“fmvw

1974).

w1

ok,

. “ v

. THE LACK OF DATA ON EDUCATIONAL
- - NEEDS HAS OBSTRUCTED "ADULT IN-

- DIAN EDUCATION EFFORTS IN OKLA .
N HOMA 4 o o | o

- . o ’ .
“ © s N
.

As’ governmental agenC|es such -as the lndlan Education Division of the
U. S. Office of Education funnel millions of dollars for various Ind|an : T

affalrs program, |t was literally |mpos§\ble to obtaln the upfto date and
,\,.. - - . ; .
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4

Frcurate—imformatiomr—reeded—for decisions on’these altocations,. Informa- -

" tion was lacklng on even‘'such basic questions as employment, average’

educatlonal attalnment, |ncome populatlon, interests, vocational ab|I|ties

and literacy levels, These observatlons which were identified in the 1974

report ofvthe National Adv1sorquomm|ttee.on Indian Education, Tjtle 1V,

are not intended as an'indictment but are provided to lilustrate the need -
for more realistic human and natu;al resource data required for programs '

and legislatlve decisions partlcularly as they pertain to the” Indian
Education Act. L

. . -
o . .
2}

This problem is part|cu1ariy acute w1th|n leahoma, as the 96,803
Amerlcan Ind|ans |dent|f|ed by the, Bureau .of Census w1thin the state comprlseﬁv
the largest percentage of.lndlans (12.7%) of the nation's 763,000'Ind|ans.*

(U. S. Bureauof Census% Census of Population: 1970, American Indian

Subject Report) In addition,mthis Indian population does not reside in

1

) Aswa'result of this geographical distribution data for most of the 3h

a bounded reservatlon area, or “for -the most part, in conCentrated urban'

areas. Rather,. it is scattered rather broadly among fhe general rural

PR

population of the state. ’ : L PR

Z e

X3

.

© tribes within this state are severe}y |nadequate and in many cases vir-

K the |ncrease or decrease of given problems or. |ndeed the |mpr0vement or

1

tually non- exustent._ There is no sound baSIS for comparcson to determlne

‘lack of improvement in either llteracy'or educat’ional attainment of adult,

lndians in Okiahoma. Furfher, the lack of data. has had a detrlmentai ) o

effect on efforts to assess the educational needs of the Ind|an bn'

' Oklahoma and prdvide educationai programs to. address those needs. Figuré”

1-01 shows that erie the state Indian popuiatlon com es*12.7 percent of

: the total natuonai Indian population, Oklahoma recelved on]y 3.4 percent of

the total $3,000, 0 0 funded under Title IV Part C in fiscal year 1975,
Albhough this allo ation |ncreased ln fiscal year 1976 the proportion was
still considerably ess than the- Indian-populatuon proportion. ‘

4

-

*For a detailed desc(iption of population.estimates see Addendum'B.
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FIGURE 101 COMPARISON OF EXPENDITURE TOPOPULATION -~ ~ -
~-___ TITLE IV PART C EXPENDITURES - %t U0 INDIAN POPULATION
L .o A v . .
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34%

“

) National Title IV Expenditures - Ry v E"_‘] Natioﬁgl Indian Population
. Title IV Funds going to'Oklahoma (1976) . = | 'f,i WY Oklahoma Indian Poputation

+

.o v . . ) . : c“'{;: )
Title 1V Funids for Oklahoma are projegted to be 9% for 1977 S
- N , : . . )
'HEW News, U.S. Department of )
Health, Education & Welfare, Aug 12, 1974
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32 Ob!ectlves A | o ‘_ , :..j .
The survey had two principal objectives. The first was to provide infor-
‘mation to the U. S, Office of Education identifying the .educational con-
This

current accurate data and ana]ysls essential .for the review and, assessment .

ditiors.of ‘adult- Indians wnthln Oklahoma. information would contain

of educatlonal programs presently available to adult ‘Indians in the state.

In accompllshlng this obJectlve, information was provided specnflcallygfor.

A, Identlflcatlon of education needs of adu]t Indian education
as they exist in Oklahoma ;
B. Identlflcatlon and descrlptlon of llteracy and educatlonal

attalnment of adult Indlqns in Oklahoma. . . K/ v .

\ . .
~ . hd

h;:The second ObJeCtIVé of the survey was to provnde |nformat|on whlch wou]d

sh this obJectlve,

pnformatlon was provuded.spec1f|pally fors

\ .
~ « . - ‘ .
. B M v .
. 0 kS
. S R 2 h
.. . R . . . - .

'Identification and description of personal, socua] tribal_and
emp]oyment characterlstlcs of adu]t Indnan; in Oklahoma T w

2 -
Ana]yS|s of personal social and emp]oyment characterlstlcs . Coet

o assOC|ated wuth'edqcatlonal attainment and- functlonar'llteracy
R ’ \ R
in Oklahoma.-., N R

cond|t|ons and factors assoc:ated

among adu]t Indians a > :

o

”fC,_ Assessment of educational

-

W|th those CondltIOhS as. they relate to: |mp1|cat|ons for program

modlflcatlon and deveiopment deslgned to address “the educatlonal

needs of the adult Indian in 0k1ahoma._ ) . L e ." i .
’ _ _ o . o - - | o T
1.33 The Survey o : SRS o o C e

A statew1de survey “was the baslc method for gatherlng the |nformatkpn
ca]]ed for by the” prOJect ob|ect|ves. For this survey the Adult Indlan . R

.y ;. Education Project (A.l

.E.P.) was charged wlth the .task of systematlcallyj~
o 2T T L
. ' S : 7 ’ . . "

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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asses=|ng 1|teracy in.a manner consigtent with the educational goéls of the
- adu]t Indlan communlty “After comp]etlng a major review of.the current
1|terature and studles on literacy, the tradltlonal term '1|teracy was
replaced by‘a more approprlate ‘term 'functlona} 1|teracy " A question-
naire or, instrument, then’, was constructed to assess educational attain-
ment , ut|1121ng traditional measures; the ‘éxtent of literacys, ut!llZlng
measures based on the concept’ of functlonal 1|teracy
- The survey consfsted of_?nterviewing adult members of Indian tribes re-
.sidiné withinythe state of Oklahema. .The persons interviewed'were chosen
~at’ random from tribal membership llsts in proportlon to the snze of the
vpopulatlon of the tribe. Approx1mate1y two percent (1.8) of the 'ndians
statew1de froh partlclpatlng trlbes, were lnterv1ewed for® inferences -
about  the_level of adult Indian literacy ‘and educational ‘attainment in

« . - the state'ofNOklahoma.- ) "

v

-

K
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1.4 -Conceptual Framework

Y

Field research such as” the Adult Indian Educatlon Project Emust Be de§|gned e e
according to the constraints and condltlons found in the” communlty which :

was being researched Th|s is especra]]y true when the community béing

resea.ched and the sponsor supportlnc the research malnta\n separate cul-

fural tradltlons and, values. The Adult Indian Educatlon Project ‘made a -
particuylar effort to design a conceptua] f ramework for the execution of . l

the prOJect s.obJectlves which were’ approprlate to the goals of the adult

°

Indian community within Oklahoma. Ce

1.41 Field Research in Communities

.
’

- ’ . .

The American lndlan"nst\tute in conductlng,research among the lndlan ) o

communlty is gU|ded by the- fOIIOW|ng ‘ethical concerns:

Research conducted should not be harhfu] ‘to the people
‘ ‘or the community involved e|ther“by Jntent or becapse of .
the effect of the research deS|gn
2. Research should be consistent with the geals of the community -
as wel] as .the sponsor T co
" 3. VWhen posslble, research should be conducted w1th the
ﬁull_cohsent of the persons who are the subjects of
the research. Steps should be taken. to assure the
strict anonymlty and prlvacy of respondents partlc1-
pating in the research . et . .
L., The community should "be involved as fully as pOSSIble
. in~both_sett|ng the parametefs_for the! research desugn
"and implementing the actual research activities. ! <
5. All research resﬂdts should be tprnéd cver_to the
commun\ty for their infprmation and .use. If. several
communities are involved, |nformat|on which might be

|dent|f|ed WIth a partlcu]ar commun.ty shauld not be LT

. - released w1thout-t‘ c0nsent of the community |nvolved T




In'addition to these general ethical concerns, three. assumptions formed

25  the basls of the field study ronducted by the: Adult Indian Education .

\ PFOJeCt.'"“*'*u - N
T T 1, Adult Amerlcan |nd|ans have—the"right to extensxon of
\ ' " their .cultural tiadifions. ' ‘
\ "2. The educational institutions serving their needs must
\ give full cons“‘7 ration to the fact that American Indians
\ A malntaln tradltlons different from those of- the maJorlty
\ ) ' ulture. .
\ 3. Adult Americap Indlans have the right to quallty ﬂduca-
' tion and it. is they who define quality. . .,'*

'*\ These underiy}pg concern$ and asspmptions have resulted in this project
\beiné shaped in all -its phases accoraing to the perspectfres of :the
'A\\Q- participating tfibal .communities. within the state.

. N
\ ¢ ) i '
- 2 . -

»
r

THE A.L E P. SURVEY WAS IN LARGE =
PART, DESIGNED AND CONDUCTED BY
MEMBERS OF- THE INDIAN ’COMMUNE-
TIES ACROSS THE STATE . .

©

lducatiopa] goa]s'endﬁobjectives.for.which‘this survey was coneucted
 weire ones expressed by the Indian cemmunity l The.specific qdestionnaire . f
uged in the survey was- designed with’ the fd]]est adVICe from both Indian v
p ofel&lona]s and representativé tribai members, ‘The data collection

itself was -dorie by trubal members within their own trlbal groups. Respoﬁ—
dents who- partncnpated |n the survey ,were: informed as to the purposes of

4

the ProjeCt - F'Wally, ‘hﬂiﬁﬁiﬂiﬁi-eﬁ—ﬁh&a—aaeeewmF“vﬂﬂ1rﬂ~qayneedndvfecf+y
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1.42 Definition of Literacy

-
o

The :concept of literacy, asa major part of the foundation of this survey,

-had to be defined |n terms that were mean|ngfu1 to the lndlan community in-

Oklahoma. Both trad|t|ona1 definitions., and- def|n|t|ons which were not so :

traditional were reviewed for their appropriateness for this community.

‘ Literacy'is'tradftTonaliy~associated‘uith;reading activities, yet‘there are
'differehces between the concepts of reading and‘literacy. Literacy, in
contrast to reading, implies'both basfc reading skills and socially
vapproertate.behavuor, and any ‘defiinizion of lrteracy must incorporate both.

Bormuth offers the foﬁloW|ng def|n|t|on r~mv':'~~y~nyr;~i—_'H E e

.. "In the broadest sense of the word 1|teracy is the ) " '
’ ability-to exhibit all the behaV|or a person needs in
order to respond appropriately to all -possible reading

ftasks (1970 134-146)

-

1f 1|teracy was ‘to be a realistic goa] of an adu]t education program,'it
had to be dev1sed by some subset of the total set of both readlng*tasks**~"
and behaVIor required to accompllsh those tasks. Bormuth suggested that

this subset be selected on the baS|s of econom|c, socna] cu]tura] and

-
K

polltlcal benefits to the |nd|V|dua1 |n soc|ety lnweffect he‘was»saying

that literacy should be measured .more for its soclal utlllty rather than

.
¢

7

for some assumed abstract ‘value.

. Traditional measures, . The mu]tifaCeted nature of literacy can h[stori-. -

cally be seen through the use of three measurement technlques - grade
level equlvalence standard scores on normed referenced tests and com-
posdte scores, .Each of these in some way relates a partlcular.perfor-

" mance Gn' some reading test to the performanée of others at a particular
llévéd ?‘One might say, 'John is readlng at grade level 7. 2 H Receﬁtly‘ .1.
~the Natlonal Center for ‘Health Statistics conducted a,survey using their
.br|ef tests of literacy. This survey show= that 4, 8 percent of the |nd|-f

V|dua1s 12-17 years old scored béiow the average of fourth grade readers ‘
on the instrupent and can therefore be- regarded as illiterate (theracy

i
[}
)
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. Among Youths 12-16 Years, u. S., l97§) : These methods of assessment were
. - Hnot partlcularly useful’ because |t was unceP?aln what specnflc performances _
were . implied by SUCCess on the test. Further the date was based on ab‘ .
“377 stract measures and norms which ‘were not. related to any soc1al or cultural°

cond|t|ons w1th|n which actual read|ng takes place.

The self report method of measurlng l|teracy h§§7recently’been used by’
the 1970. census: By thls method, a person who reports that they have '
- completed at least six grades of-school i% asked whether they can read a
“§Tm;le messaée Y This method raises three cr|t|cal concerns. First, °
., the descrlptlon of “slmple message“ may not be adequate, second there e
: ‘ .chflrlsfuncertacnty aboutftbe relat|onsh|p of»4|teraCy to greduatlng ‘from-the
3ixth grade; and thlrd, the unwillingness of people to report themselves
- as illiterate_casts'cbnslderable doubt on the'Census T reau’s'methods of
estlmating literacy. Measures of l|teracy such as those d|scussed above
may be useful at the first- guess level, HoweVer, they have proven “inade-
_ 'quate because they d|d not relate d|rectly to actual reading behaVIor nor
g did they permlt lnferences about what source of, competenC|es were requ|red

B _ for the SklllS be|ng measured

1

FUNCTIONAL LITERACY: READING FOR
A PURPOSE—READING SKILLS WHICH AN
- ADULT.MUST HAVE IN GRDER TO FUNC- |
“TION MINIMALLY WIT HIN DAILY AMERI- .9
CAN SOCIETY.
THIS IS TESTED BY READING ITEMS SUCH AS A NEWSPAPER,

;e A SIGN IN A STCRE-OR A JUB APPLICATION DAY TO- DAY Y
SIMPLE READING. ITEMS.

k4

[e]
—
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Functuonal‘llteracy tﬁhe"term functional literacy_denotes reading for'a

-« ° purpose. The purpose.is related to sociowutility' Gray l969 defined.
| functnonal literacy "as the abilPty to engage productuvely in all readlng
actlvutles normally expected of a literate adult in communltles " This -
- def|n|t|on whlle curcular emphasized the fact’ that certain tasks are -

— -—expected of adult,membens~by_the4rsrommun4tyx,.Ihesus_st_offlce of

_w' e EducatJon deflned a l|terate person ‘as: : . .
: : . . o o
"'one. who has acquured essential skills in readlng, writing
" and computation requured for the effective functioning in
. a society and whqse attainment of such skills make it .
, possible for them to, develop, and part|c|pate actively in ’ =
. the way of life in t|m€.“ (Nafzuger 1975), . " ; '
" The U. S, Office of ‘dUCatiBn'operatlonaliied“this"deflnlElonmhyisﬁéges_
N ting that adults must be able to perform the followung tasks S © ot .
: 1. Read and understard all sectlons of the- newspaper with
. . “particular emphasis on classified advertisement sectlons
' - 2. Read driver's placement test from any state. ' A
3. Read and understand voter's reglstratlon instructions. t /_
4,” Read and’ comprehend the key features of.popylar business o o
} contracts such as those issued by car dealers, furni-. -
g l : ture stores, clothing stores and repa:r dealers.
' ' " 5.. Read labels on such househpld |tems 'as groceries, o >.
" medicine, reclpes, machine- operatung |nstruct|ons L e
> . etc. -’ . ‘
" 6. Read the material necessary to perform JObS classlfled
. as entry level, :
7. Read personal letters. - '
- 8. Read and follow |nstruct|ons such as road and bulldlng
. signs.’ \ . °
. 9. Read and use the telephone d|rectory . -
210, Read anc’ complete job application forms.’ ' '
11, Read and comprehend business. letters to debtors and
credito-s. . . . oy .
.Jl “ '_ "?

From thzse def|n|t|ons and operat|onal|zat|ons of the concept .of func-
~ tional llkeracy, one can View. some of the maJor problems related to con-.
“structing a survey Jnstrument which adequately assesses the ablllty_to
fﬁcomplete such tasks. M‘The |ncreasung emphasus on adult llteracy has led
to a prollferatlon of readlng programs and adult education programs de-

_signed to teach readlng tasks important to soc|al survuval The deslre

’

13;
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Project-(l97§) conducted an inteénsive l|terature survey ln thls suryey
he contacted governmental agencie’s and foundatlons to. galn ass|stance fn
determlnlng the characteristics of successful and unsuccessful adults.

In addltlon, the AdultgPerformance Level (APL) PFOJECt interviewed adults
wh0'were under-educated\andvunder-employed. employers and personnel spe-'

clallsts. The necessary skills identified dur|ng the l975 research were'

___“__sﬂ___groupeqé| to_the' follOW|ng four'QWeas'

e M

v

A. Communlcatlons skllls N

. B. Computation skills )
C. Probability skills - o .
D, Interpersonal skills ' f\\ ' " a L B

.The APL res<arch substituted the term Functional competency for functlonal
llteracy because the skills required morc than Just-the abllnty to use and .

comprehend,wrltten,materlals.A F|ve general knowledge areas were’ |dent|f|ed

A. Occupatioha: knowledge R K v

B.. Censumer economics . - ) .

C:. .Community resources . ‘ )

D.” Government and Law * * : ‘ : ;
. E. "Health ' ' i

Us|ng natlonal samples, the- APL prOJect determined that as many as 20

«_percent of the adult’ population were functlonally lncompetent In one

of - the skill areas, computatlon it appeared that one-third of the United

States adults may be functlonally |ncompetent. Further, the |ll|teracy

rate the APL reéearch reported was much ‘higher among mlnor|t|es.‘

(Northcutt l975) It seemed that this was related to the h:gher llllteracy

‘rates’ reported ‘for low-lncome and low= educatlon groups. " Prior to the

_Adult Ind|an-Educat|on pro_;ect no research eXIsted assess|ng adult Inddan .

l|teracy by state or tr|bal group

In summary of the previous research on, functlonal literacy, i¢ would, appear

that as - the .tasks used in literacy assessmentolnstruments bzcome more llke

actual daily tasks, .in the sense of requ1rlng composlte cmlls, estimates

- of the extent of Flllteracy |ncrease'pnoport|onately This was. as expected.s -

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

“ Results suggested that the more marg|nal the person' skllls, the mord .

likely he’ was'. to falltat tasks‘requlrlng several |nterdependent skills.

“

o
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l.h3,‘pyestion§ for the Survey - _

7 o _ ) . .
he questlons ‘used in the Adult Indian Educatlon Project's survey\to i

measur functionai l|terary among adul't Indians” in the state of Oklahoma ‘

were, constructed with the asststance of a review panel. This panel , oom-

posed of Indian professnonal from_acroéé_the state, selected from a pool

-of example l|teracy objectives the appropriate objectives for Amerlcan

Indlans in thelr da|ly act|V|t|e5.- In addition to the functlonal l|teracy

measures, questlonc were constructed to survey educatlonal attalnment - ' ‘
using more trad|t|onal measures such as, years of school completed

.- 9

~

ALEP.SURVEYED:. ¥ =

l
i
i

‘@ ‘EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT =~ = < -
o FUNCTIONAL LITERACY © .

~ @ SOCIAL CHARA(‘/TERISTICS S T
; (mcludmg personal tribal and empioy '
: ment characterlstlcs) .

Questlons were also constructed to determlne the personal soclal tribal

and employment characterlstlcs of the populatlon benng studled

)

1.44  Survey Execut ion , , : ol

* . "73 {",

shlp llsts of the 19 partlclpatlng trlbes. Fleld |nterv1ewers from within
each tribal group were |dent|f|ed and tra|ne8 in techniques of field. inter-

vnewnng These field

_;:rs then conducted |nterv1ews among members

of their t{lbe - ‘The |nterV|ewa wé?e scored andutabulated and the results Y
of the surVey were analyzed by the Project staff These. survey resultSJ

then serve as the basis for thls report on the educatlonal needs of adult

Indlans in Oklahoma
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T ., METHODOLOGY ' S

This chapter will review the principal issues associated with the method-
' ology uti]iied.quring the survey of educationa!,attainment and functional.

. literacy among adult‘lndi?ns in ,the state of Oklahoma;_'These issues in- _
'élude.populétion_and samptes, seleation and -training of field interviewers,
" instrument development, data collection and data p}ocessing.

~ »

o, n o _ w- : e
. 7 2.1 _Population and.Samples - Lo . ST

i !

One of the first methodoldgice{.cdncefns of. ahy eprvey ié the identifica-
tion of the. populatlon group to be sufveyed A definitidnoof-who is“to?
be included |n the group .must be chosen.- Then; using this definition,
actual names and addresses of people to be.sutve9ed must be obtained.
For this survey the_}htee best known definijtions were.cénsiaered;for

. possible use in defininé'which Indians, would be included in_the-survey.
2§{J Definition of Population - - * ‘ :

.7 - . [

@
\

This prOJect was - funded to assess the educatlonal condltlons of adunt
American. Indfans in the state of Oklahoma, 18 years or older; However, T

‘there-were severa] conﬁllctlng procedures for deflnlng exactly who is to
'be considered an. Amerlcan Indian. ) § A

- o ‘.\\;‘ : R ;

- DEFINI THE INDIAN POPULATION

AUOF CENQUS L

- - Y
. J‘

“

o

\ Tl:ibal, Me_mbership

¥7

.86




‘ . —— ’ _.. o .'/.‘ -' - ot . "o .
, gxsrevious deanitWons 'The Bureau'of'Census in 1970 used ‘the meacure.of

’self enumeratlon a person was consndered to. be a Native American if he

f reported hlmself as such when completing the census form or when contacted

i

by a census person The Bureau of Indian Affairs consnders a person an

<

.- Amerlcar Indian when havnng 1/4 or more Ind|an blood quantum from a sungle
tribe and ab]e to |dent|fy hls/her Indlan 1|neage. Table 2-01 shows the
Bureau of Indlan Affalrs estlmated state Indlan population.'dPopulation

| estlmates aFe d:=Cussed in detan] 1n Addendum B.. Finally, there was “the _.

o fi; definition utlllzed by the trlbes whlcﬁ in actua]ity, is several“defini-

t|ons. Mos t trlbes fonction as separate communities separately from one

another. Each has ItS own identifying procedure, wh|ch tn some‘cases, .

v E PREN
\’ N

'conflncts with the Bureau.of. Indian Affairs. . . ' v

. o ’ #
. \ ' N .

_Tribal definition.,” When conducting. community research .it is-particular]y

- important to be senSItlve to a communlty s self-definition.’ ThIS is™ .
. especxa]]y true when the deflnltlon is being used as the ba5|s for re-
‘search that wnl] eventua]]y be ut|]|zed by the communlty itself in an

attempt to serve its people. Consequently ‘it was this tribal defunl-

,t}on of the Indian population which was used for the Adu]t Indian

t . ©oam
+

Education Project (A.i.E,P.) Survey.

’ ) | h ' T ( ?- .
As a part of this se]f def|n|t|onzprocess* the Indiam tribes located in
the state of Oklahoma were allowed to further spec1fy the|r communi ty
popu]atlon to include resndents within-what is called the trlbal .service

, area. Th|s resultad |n two trnbes specifying their cqmmunlty members to:

~include only trlbal members resndlng in a six or ten- county area serviced

by the tribe. " Further, the trnbes of the northeastern port|on of the °

. state deflned the|r popu]atson as: belng wnthun a thirty- mlle radius of

the trnba] offlce whnch excluded some tribal meﬁBEFE‘TTV]ng nn»theastate

e

“at a dlstance further than th|rty miles but included an approxtmately

) equa| number of trlbal members reS|d|ng in Kansas or MISSOUFI. R -

Sources: hesident Ifdian Population, Labor force, Unemployment, and
i . ) Underemployment: Summary by Area: March 1972, U, S. Depart-, ~
- o . e -"ment of the Interior, Burcau of Indnan Affalrs Statistics
D|V|S|on July-1972. Co
i & -

B : . ' * Brcakdown provided by Annual Labor Force Report, Anadarko

e, . r & ’ Agency: <Bureau of Indlan Affairs, : Anadarko, Gklahoma, _ :
: o : Rpril, 1975.. " _ o . S
Lo 18

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

o

N o © . TABLE 2-0

\\\\«; ESTIMATED INDIAN POPULATICN [N, oKLAHoﬁA
BY BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS AREA OFFICE,

AGENCY AND “TRIBE.

‘

. ”
. - :
- Total
Area Office, . . Jribal
. Agency | T o BN Populallon
Tribe . N All Ages
. . 5
. : 3 -
ANADARKD AREA )

‘Angdarko Agency -~ 14,043+
Kiowa oo ' . : 5,125 °
Comanche : ' _ b,950
Apache - 1,000

.Fort Sill Apache o T, 300
_Wichita o . . - 580
€addo AR ta e R 1,288
De[gwarc (Western) . ~ L 800
foncho Agency - . B, . -
Chcy(nnc A Arapaho " 4,200

Pawnee Agency ° . L
Kaw, Otoe & Missouria, . . . .

' Pawncc, Ponca-and Tonkuawg , © . Co3M3
o ! ’ . : .

Shawnec Agency o . )
lowa X .. . . 133
Kickapoo b . ) . ' .570 -
Potawatomi - 4 ’ ] o ‘ o 1,371
Sac & Fox . * : - ©o. 7935,
Shawnee (Absentee) oL 807
Other Indians, tribe nat o : 2

specified Co v . 1,378
- i .
MUSKOGEE AREA

Ardmorc Agency . . : :

Chickasaw _ e s 5,850
" Miami Agency - . : - ’ ' . .

N Eastern | Shawnec, Mnaml, , ﬁ
Quapaw, Seneca-Gayuga, {\ N |
Peoria, Ottawa, / L .
Delawarc, \Nandottc b ' - 1,930

‘Okmulgcc Agcncx o i ) ) o

. »reck R ) - © 15,177

Osage Aqencx

* Osage . ' - °
“T§h+cquah_Agency N
Cherokee, Chern - -
" Shawnee, Keetcowah, s > .
_ Delawaye (Eastcrn) e 21,614
.- ;

'-Talnhrﬁa Agency .

- Choctaw = . . S * 10,849
o ’ PN B
Wewoka Agency - Coe -
Séminole . o . - €. . 3,115
. ' . o
- Total . . ¢ 7 . 99,228
. 19

~



. - » : K N . - . ’ - . ) \\r ( .
.+ 2.12 Sampling Procedures . - - ‘ '&b T

~

.

By using a prohability Or/random samp]e,-researchérs are able to survey .

a relatively small number of peop]e and yet. speak w1th a certain amount e, e
> A
of’ stat|st|ca1 accuracy about the larger gréup as a who]e. A * e
L‘ N v '. ) L ’ ) ° - ~'<:‘
- g : Lo - N
Sample frame. A sample is a small part of a larger item., * In reseagch, . )

“samplnng means that only part of the" ‘people in the group beung‘%urveyed
are actual]y |nterv1ewed For exampfe,Jone out of every ten people mlght

- be interviewed, The larger total group (in this case’the Oklahoma adult.

° “Indian populatior) is called the sample. frame. The peop]e actua]]y con= - . S
tacted to-be interviewed are called ‘the samp]e A random” samp]e is a | | ,
Y e sample chosen SO that every person in the ]arger group be|ng surveyed has_ “:13 é
‘ an equal.chance to be chosen for an |nterv1ew.,, . . A' . ) ',1 | i

. . . :

Steps have to be taken ‘to lnsure that the source list of names piov1ded
.to the researchers actually include everyone in the popu]at|on. For‘v
ex«mplef if the source llst of names ‘used contains on]y the names of the
. \head of the hoééehold, any survey results woul . :ot be resu]ts for the
' totai.population. Instead, they would be results for only the heads of
households. Thus, the: characteristics of. the samp]e frame and the methods
;, .adppted to correct deficiencies in |ts completeness are matters of funda-
mental importancé. ‘VWeakriesses in a frame may pass ‘unnoticed and affect
research results unless an explicit effort is made to locate and correct

-them, . _ : . c . . !

Y
©

The samp]e frame selected for this proJect conS|sted of the actual list : '.\
of adult Ind|ans on-: recognlzed tribal rolls or tribal adu]t membershlp »
lists, for-the trlbes in the state of-Gk]ahoma. A perfect sample frame _
would conta|n a complete list of :all the adult Indians. in the -tribal Popu-
;': ~-lation' to be sampled. There would be no dupllcatlons and every. adult

‘would be included.

¢ . . | - . s

Initial sample; After. permission was obtained from‘thE“participating_-

b trfbes to sample the tribal membership list, the specific list containing

- 'l" ' ‘. . 20
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the most recent and comp]ete ]lstlng of adu]t,trlba] members and thelr*
addresses was |dent|f|ed The source llst flguresrfor each of thE‘trleS

surveyed is shown in Tab]e 2-02. .- 1«} e - a

> -2 - s

.. . ‘- . . .
. . R . ) N . . . <

' uAfteH‘percent random sample of adult tribal members was then drawn\} om -

the source list -and this comprlsed the 1n|t|a1 samp]e for the: trlbe

Itrlbes whose source list conslsted of househo]ds rather than |nd|v1dual
the samp]e frame,flgure |nc1uded the average 1.8 adult Indian persons per
. . household. As indicated in Table 2-02, the total samp}e frame for the
_participating tribé% was 48,996. " e _ ’

B . -
v .
N

.Househoﬂd sampling procedures.h The sampllng sou;ce llst of several of.

the ‘tribes consnsted of househo]d census lists.or. malllng llsts, both of
_hhtch prov1ded the name of on]y one respondzgt within a househo]d in
» order to |nsure that ‘the survey assessed the tota! trlba] populatlon, ;
.rathér than JUSt the heads of househo]ds each adult Amerlcan Indlan| . “f
within ‘a househo]d had to be\§|ven an -equal oppdrtunlty to be con5|dered
. .~ as respondents for this survey. Thls was accompllshed by teachlng f|°]d _
‘ v dntervnewers from these partucu]ar trlbes how to se]ect a respondent from E
. wuthln a househcld by using random sampllnq procedures descrlbed in =y.f

Appendlx 3 3. In th|s way each e]lglble adu]t had an equa] opportunlty

N

to be |nterV|ewed _— o

. B \ o - N i T - : 77'777.77777-7’77.77:: = ‘ N
s —
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TABLE 2400 - $
SO R OKLANOM ADULT TRIML POPUATION -
SEEEE S DEFINITIONS OF THE SAMPLE AND SA(ELE FRAME * * -

. 9.

: "‘Erom”{;he o Initiai S, - boportion
. L Source: 'Sdurce . In the Frame. Sample  In the Net Sample of Sample
o Tribe . S o N e N % to Frane

towe o am sy wm me S
B R ¥ IR T S AR TR DY)
B R Y N R A

el L R R (TR T Y |

R

Western Delavare b e | o1 9 "f W 13 ”1,5" 5 :3.0‘

e

- Pofawatbmi‘ L N . '3.6' 177 S N afj\ | .2.1'
Kickapo ‘I s R B T R
st S S Cooome w0 W w w n o
: : bhefokee' - ) .'i&,i9o| | 14;126- T R 55 L6
otk ) | ¥ L 1,15 3.1 N m 641 : 1
teew o e e M wLs
CmsemSene 1 ym g | b B R T

Mai - B R 1 () A T T S| N Y} 3,9
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AdultIndian Education Project

Norman, Cklahoma 1676

&
| | | Eromithe -+ Initial :‘ - ~ Proportim
L | £ Saurce ',Source In‘the Frame  Sample - In the Net Sampla of Sample\
_ Tribe | L I A ¢ N k- to Frane!
, o RN . — . 5
' . \ . !
- Peoria - L6 nt w3 R 5L |
: v ' B A ! N
" Quapaw - v 9 ) /Y| bb 1
mﬁm"F oL wﬂ B0 L1, 45 T, .9
Senedi-Cangs T n‘9w B3 %0 100 Ll 6
Ottave i G ¥ NS % .10 1 13
e o - | 5
Seminole B0 30 T W % A1 L0
Other Tribal Affiliations B B
oL . 31817 48,9% - 10,0 85 - 1000 L8|
x / . B . o . ' ‘
. |
From the Source - |
~ In State or In Service Area Adult Population - Source! Y
| In the Frame!- ' : ‘1
Adjusted to the Average Number of Eligibles 1, Tribal Roll L
for the Tribes Without Household List 2, Voter's Registration
In1t1a1 Sample - . - g 3o Census Survey i
Approximately 10% of the source except - © 4 Mailing List (Household) |
Creek 331 (of 107), Seneca-Cayuga and -~ . * 5 Per Capita Membershi‘p List ¥
Absentee Shavnee ‘1004 | “ ‘ 6. Judgnent Fund Roll
o o ‘ . - 1. Nembership List | |
~+ The Source was itself.a 107 Sample '+ . ’ 8. Membership Applications |
€I Service Area S | | \
© Fhousetolls © P L |
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- BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFATRS GEOGRAPHIC
RECLONS AND AGENCIES ~ OKLAHOMA

. . §
S o P oo \

-~

<.
.
N
| | Musk6§ee Area Jurisdiction
h Anadarko Area Jurisdiction o 1. Osage Agency
45 - A Anadarko Agency | - 2, Tdhlequah Agency

B, Concho Agencyu o
C. Paimee Agency
D, Shawnee Agency '

Miami Agency,

Oknulgee Agency :
Talihina Agency .
+ Ardnore Agency

« HWewoka Agency
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lTFiba]‘achunk”'selection.» Tk2 state of Oklahoma is d|V|ded geognapht-

cally by ,the Bureau of Indian Affairs ‘into two area reglons Within each

4

e of these regions, Bureau of Indian Affalrs agencies have been’ establlshed

" to assist and ‘monitor Indlan tribal. groups wnthln the state. (see Flgure

= 2- 03). The sample frame, and consequently,fthe |n|t|a1 ten. percent
samp]e involved tribal popu]atlons that were genera]ly concentrated in

geographlcal areas coorespondlng to these agency reglons -

. P
K]
1

The initial sample was divided intc lists, or “chUnke,“ each containing
the names and addresses of elght lnd|V|duals * The elght individuals -gen=
erally’ ]lved in close geographical proxnmlty to one another, often in the
same town or rural area, These ”chunkS..were then distributed to field
fntervieweré By contactlng respondents llsted in the 'same geographlcal -
area, fleld |nterV|ewers avoided dupilcatlon of travel over the same ter-.

‘ 'rltory. At the same time, however, a fairly random distribution of the =~

o

It

'sample was maintained. o a

By

47

.25

O ' ’ . . '
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



2.2 " Instrument Dev=lopment

s

B . . N . . s

. .7
‘An outline of the instrument development process.is provided in”
Figure 2-04, ~ » S
1. ’ . ’ ~,. N

2.21 OQverview of Measures . .. : .
The inétrument used:ihfthe A.lLE. P Survey was desngned to measure "both v
| the educational attainmént-and functional !iteracy, Educatlona] atta|n-J
ment was evaluated in terms'ef traditional attainmentAmeasures PrlnCIpa]]y,
these were: anber of years-of schooi completed; extent of high school’
- comp]etfopi and- type and extent of~post-seeohdary education. In deter-

mining current functional “Iiteracy levels for adult Indians far less -

traditional'meagyres had to be devised. :

As discussed in Seqtioni].ZZ, the measurement of functiohal literacy re-
duired the identificatidn'of specific literacy indicators which measured

types of tasks ordinarily performed. by adu]ts in their dally lives. The

5 process of |dent|fy|ng these indicators is.described below in Section 2. 22

t

3 -

In addition to educational attainment-and functional literacy measures,
measures were developed to ‘assess more general personal, social, tribal
and employment characteristics to help determine what other factors were

ascociated with educational characteristics. (See Section-2.23)

. : ° ) . . v
- . + .. 5

The various measures of the A.l.E.P. instrument were developed to provide,

u~k

not on]y a descrlptlve assessment- of the educatlonal needs of adult Indians,

but also more detalled |nformat|on on the characterlstlcs of |nd|V|duals who

have the hlghest needf This in turn was intended to.provide information
necessa?y for any specific program modifications or program deveidpment

~ addressing these needs. Further, in many cases .the literacy, educatlona]
xand other ‘medsures provided data WhICh contrlbuted sngnlflcant]y to an’

_otherwise inadequate data base concernlng the adult Indlan popdTatlon in

the state of Oklahoma.
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" 2.22 Literacy Indicator'Selection_

\ . s ) ) .
0 =

~ Initial background research, A maJor task in the deve]opment of the

|nstrument utlllzed for the survey. was to systematuca]ly definé and
»operationalize the term functlonal literacy and |dent|fy speclflc liter-
" acy |nd|cators or questlons. Background (nformatlon was gathered in-.
- three.ways.u_; o S P '
l-rst, the Naf2|ger report 975, was used as a‘prlmary source for the
g |dent|f|cat|0n of tests and quest%onnalres wh|ch could be potentna];y
lusefu] In addition y, @ 1|terature search was . conducted via Educational -
Resources Informatlon C]earlnghouse (ERIC) to identify tests, test ref-
~erence’ booLs and artictles on current testnng efforts in field surveys.,
A summary of the materlals |dent|f|ed during this 1|terature review is

« ' .contained in Appendix 8. . -

u'Second requests for lnformatlon were malled to publlshers of adu]t lit-

. eracy materfals, to pr|nc|pa1 |nvest|gators of adult 1|teracy prOJecbs
and to professlonals active in adj]t education. Allanown publashers and
|nvest|gators of adu]* llteracy were contacted and asked for examlnatlon

coples of materlals pertaining to measurlng adult Indian llteracy for

.

p055|ble adoptlon dur|ng the proJe

ct perloJ a o

-
\ . ’ “~

Third, telephone and personaf‘contact was’made with individua]s active

/0 teaching and measuring adult reading. Those contacted |ncluded deve]-_
opers of measurement |nstruments, coordsnators of adu]t Ind|an education
45?8 rams,- teachers of adults-and spec1a1|sts in reading measurement

Thez\e 4

lnformatlon about tests” already identifiéd, (3) obtain information about

contacts helped: (1) identify test instruments, (2) gain more

. cr|ter1a\<o be used in eva]uatlng tests, and finally (L) |dent|fy issues

related to\|nterv|ew1ng dynamlcs among ethnlc minorities.

\
\

N

\ ’ ' <

Item pool. fh{ough the |nformatlon obtained dur|ng the background
: research, it was determined’ that none of the instrumeats avallable at

that time was well suited for use by c0mmun|ty fleld |nterV|cwers -among

ERIC N ke

2 -
Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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!/ over AOO 1|teracy tasks measurlng a range of dally act|V|t|es and skll]s

/

- :

< :

a diverse statewide adult Indian population, However, a poo] of JUSt

‘\was |dent|f|ed ‘This pool of ]lteracy items was then submitted to a’

revnew pane] for |dent|f|cat|on of  the literacy nndlcators whlch were o,

 be utﬂllzed in_the. survey,

'

\

“ - Panel Teview process. The large item pool initial? identified in the \

’

survey of .literacy. lnstruments was d|V|ded ‘into four lists of approxl-
mately 100 potential llteracy tasks., These lists of lnteracy tasks‘
were di strlbuted among a reV|ew panel. of- %merlcan Ind|an professlonals

in the state of Oklahoma representing a wide spectrum of expertlse, ex- -

" perience and |nterests. Representatlves of lnduan industry, adu]t Indian

'education government, Journallsm,'communlty health ]aw,_andvboth tribal

and |ntertr|ba1 service agencies were included.,

. -

Tegy

A REVIEW PANEL OF INDIAN PROFES | AR
SIONALS ' FROM ACROSS THE STATE - |
- - SELECTED THE LITERACY QUESTIONS

- WHICH WOULD BE MOST BENEFICIALTO' /\
ADULTS | » N ~

'y . " . ’ : | fo

Each panel member was glven one of the four llstsQ)f llteracy tasks and

asked to evaluate the tasks . on the basis of ‘their re]evanc to adult

-

Indiah people in the stafe of Oklahoma.. This orlentatwon of the panelists
emphaslzed that each panel member was serving as spokesperson for the
peop]e wuthln a particular Ind|ah communlty. They;were to make judg-

ments based on ‘the values of that community, not mEre]y the|r own.,.
.——————T . , " 14

1 ’ . . ’7 s

indicator selection criteria. A primary obJectlve of the instryment

- development was to develop reading indicators Jhaﬁ would refléct as

validly and rellably as possible the characterustnEs of reading tasks

- C
adult Indians generally encounter in real life. In specifying.a reading . o
task, effort was focused on “basic skills'" and gen}ral knowledge areas
\I
" 29
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. whi.ch were”expected to'discfiminate~adu1ts who could function i indepen-
dently in soc1ety at a mlnlmal level from those ‘who could not. . The con-

stralnts were that the tasks: (l) reflect frequently encountered vlsual

stimul i and readnng demands fof adult Indlans, (2) be ‘usable for—both

evaluative and dlagnostlc purposes and each have, if possuble, a set .

level cf difficulty, (3) be . .ones which if performed°would be beneficial
Hfo individuals in their daily lives , (&) be pnimarj]y based on visual

rather than wrltlng sklllo\,and (5) be observable -and scorable in an

"|nterv1ew situation, o _ o o R

.. . ; . ’

SN . . . . . ;

Y . . . i
N .

REading ‘tasks were classiffed according tofgeneral knowledge areas, de-
scrlblng the klnd of daily 5|tuat|ons in which the .reading tasks would .
be found. These classifications were. occupational knowledge, consumer

education, law and government,-and health.

’ . - p—
T

NS . o v o . L T - =
5 S Initial instrument, Seventy-nine tasks out of the Targer 406 item pool
o "~ ~had ,a mean value of 2 5 or less.on a scale of 1 to 7 (l = beneffcial'
. o= not beneflc1al) as determined from the responses by the 72 member
- reV|ew paneT. (See Appendnx 2-2. L These tasks were then reylewed by
< .- the pro;ect staff and an |nsxrument of |nd|cator questlons was consrructed
e . for these tasks. . Lo Ll " ;‘.-
The questions weresnot subject to some of ‘the usual constraints of gon- ' - \
ventional tests.  The lnstrument did not have to be desngned in a formato
’ for group aamnnlstratlon since 1nterv.ew.ng was to be done, on a one ‘to
one basiss Also, it was not necessary to design questlons ina mu]taple .
choxce forwat WJth dtstractors for optlons. Both multlple chonqe and
'\\ open -ended questlons ‘were utilized. The questlons were constructed to.
RN . -.. 1. be representatlve of~the skill and toplc _ . NG
© e ' area evaluated by the’review panel as most - .
beneficial to the adult Indian community,. - -
and if possible, be c]o:ely related.to . )
,Andlcators which had appeared on earlier =~ L .
‘ literacy surveys so as to provide compara- L
R ' S tive data for the analysis of survey results; . L .
. .
» 2, use a common and easily recognlzable visual _
' ‘stlmulus* , -
-
: ‘“ . '.c . N ’ &
.o o - 30.. . P /‘ o
oy : ,
o ’ s . : /
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‘%flnc]uded to exam|ne

- .

wm_" o 3. hot dupllcate orie anotherq . R L V, .
A S ‘4, be brief #n the number of total: vnsua] o T
' stimuli used '(ise.,, questions should

¢luster around as few v;sua] st|mu]| R R
as possible) and ‘ ‘;" o :
measure a range of dlfflcu]ty leve]s, L wl

‘\rather than’all measure thé same level, o e

1
I
‘

-

" The |n|t|a quest;oh

tlons. In ,additionll questlons from an, xamp]e job appllcatlon were

rariety of socna] and educatlona] characterlstlcs _
h . .
of .the- respondent The literacy questlons referred to VIsual stlmu] ,#'“ "f“'
(e.quy newspaper adsﬁ ‘so&ial security forms, signs containing health 91 IR

. H
'fadv1ce) whlch were plEced\on cards and read by respondents as the-corre-

qundlng questlons weé ’
;. 2.23.0Field Test and Final Instrument ’ : : - ' .

) L '\ : -‘\ L
fAs part of the flrst two f:e]d tralnnng programs, the |n¢erV|ewer trainees

e as ed s

at these programs were asked to‘rev1ew this initial survey |nstrument and

.eva]uate\lt in terms of whether (]) they would’ fee]'comfortab]e qonduct-- : 'hsh

g k4
\lng,an interview ut|]|Z|ng this lnstrument- (2) Amerucan Ind|an respon-

dents would w111|ng]yucooperate and not be offended by the instrument . -
questlons, (3) the InLerVIGW cou]d\be conducted in a reasonable ‘amount.

of time w1thout |nconven|enC|ng elther the :nterVIewer or .the respondent'

- , A

) and ) the questlons as worded and the V|sua]*st|mul| as presented were
appmqqr)ate to Native Americans. _' . S ;‘w LIy
1\‘? & . - . . . . . ! aQ ‘. ll ' . .. , .‘ ':l"
P THE A 1. E P. QUESTIONNAIRE CONTAINED Lo
e | N o
- 29 theracy Questlons T g
< /7 8.Education Questlons L e
19 Other Questicris . = - S
A Act rtook about 35 mmutes to : answer o
o .

',
By

0n the EhS|s of this field rev1ew, the |n1t|a] instrument with 59 llteracy “

|nd|catoFs,was conso]adated and revised to an |nstrument w1*h 29 ]|teracy

. . ' L B X [
o ) . L ) . . . .

:-"?'l“’%; .ﬂ" “ . ) 3] . . . : ' .. .



’ (.. cators asséssiﬁg aboutithe same |iteracy berformanéeﬁskills,- As
part of_tHi5~revision,.for examplé; heﬁsoéia]_indicatgrs wefe revised
- to be'asked°ipdiyidually and were not} associated with an exanrle job
appllcatlon Some of fhé revisions made were due to inéppropriateneés
. T or |ntrUS|veness of the question as o |g|nallv worded. Hccver, most of
~ the "EVISIOHS made were due ‘to a need tos concolldate the questlonnalre
|nto a more manageab]e length and to a more\smoothly flowing format. The
S final |nstrument was d2signed to take approx.mately 30 min.tes to admin-
"~ ister. The questlonnalne was designed}in a case- study format, that is,

the quostlona were asked from the p0|nn of V|eW\of a typl,al Natlve

-‘Amerlcan famxly,_Joe and Ellen BIgCFOW.'.‘,_,‘ ‘\;“, R \
b
} s ‘\ : ]
N ' )' . . .o | \\ . )
neL 7 FIGURE205 - - |
: ,.')MPONENTS OF.THE SURVEY IN\)T“‘UME\'T .
1 " . t o . \‘ ’ ‘
v - .
~ . \{ <
. Educational o o o Functional - | o o
: ‘Attainment | ¢ s L | |Literacy y

“

Social .Charj'cteristic's‘

| ‘Pe'r.sonal._ o - \ ‘ . ' ~ .
- & Soctal L Tribal | 3 : .;»Employment . /

L \ . : ‘ . ,
Adult indian Education Project o 5 : . _
Norman, Oklahoma 1976 . - .

ERIC
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The ﬁeaéBaeabﬁ—eﬁnﬁhohidwa$msémuoyh4ns&@ym*nﬁ are outlined in Figure 2-05.

The peresraisang. . .i=£ha£§un&££s§ins_included:

a. .Sex . .
i b. Age o, .
c Mari: Tt o B
- dy “Reps . ‘ 1970 census?
4 e. Comr " organizational involvements '
o f. leterc .d hobbies - ) o
~-included: !
a. Tribal affiliation . ‘ -
b. Tribal language - ) : ) - .
¢.  Language preference S A B
\ ¢. "Blobdd quantum " " '
“e. Spquse was American Indian?.
f Spous: tribal affiliation
g. Sﬁpuse blood quantum : .
h. urce of .news about tribal events L 5 :
By i T?nba](events involved in o N
R N ] Lo , o ) .
o e - ) N - Lo \
i The comismmert-cherAcrerissia® included: .
1 - /Present occupation'- '
« Lo b. Occupatlonal aspirations.
/ " Number of jobs held in past 10 years
Sy d.,.Occupatlon made full use of training? - .
: e./ Income- : ;7
I ” | N
mEstCingdrontagy included: . :' N
\ a. Years of school completed - . ;
\ \ b. Type of cqgtlfacate received
' .\ d. Type of school attended (BIA or PLb]IC)
. Years of Zollege completed _ o
‘ . Degree received ' e Lo
. Other vocational/continuing educatlon _ N
Ndmes and types of training : § \\\
h. 7gengngiovndxng training -~ ‘ N
\ S o !r _ "\\
': . . . "\y. L
A : |
56 \\




The: aﬁsamzﬂtaﬂqs-ndumnb-uc examlned four lnteracy areas:

&. Oceupatxmnal know]edge

b. Consumer lrteracv _ _ o o ;
" c. Health lite?acf- v o o : |
' d. Llegal literacy: " '

3%
” and at the sarie time, examlned ﬁn&n-skvﬁd-amnxs
i :

Newcpaper reading
Computatlon
.. Forms completlon
. Sign reading

Tt T L.

as welT as overall functiona! competence. The full questionhaire used

during the survey is shown in Appendix 6.

=

2.24 - Prévious Instruments o y

Nlne ﬂf the questions "utilized in the survey closeiy resemble questlons
utlllzed by previcus literacy surveys, pr1ncnpa11y the Adult Performance
Level PrOJert (Northcutt, 1975) discussed in Sectlon 3. 21 and Reading/
Everyday Act|V|t|es in: Llfe (Llchtman 1972) An addltlonal thirteen

- questions are somewhat slmllar to ones ut||.7ed\by tnese previous studles
(See Aobendtx 2-3,) However, it is believed a close comparison of the
A.l.E. P. instrument with: the two referenced |nstHUments shows clearly
that questlons constructed for use by the A l. \Survey were conslstently
less‘Eomplex, and though measuring slmllar tasks, measured those ‘tasks
at a’slgnlflrantly lower performance level than had the preVIovs national
studles. “This accurately reflects thig survey“s goa] of mcasurlng mlnlmal

_ sqrvival or functional literacy skills 'y accordance‘wrth the goa]s of
the Indian community. - = = _ \\\\ R R

. 2.25 A.B.E. Pilot Study

The instrument was utlllzed in a pilot study to examr\e~the validity of :

\\ " the lwstrument ‘among non-Indian popu]atuons W|th the coo

ration of
:\\ " the Norman Adult Basic Education .Program; three adult basic e Qatlen
\\\\; classes were: selected to be |nc1uded in the pllot study Students™ip

- . " 34




"y '
. r . N

J

' these classes had been étteﬁding the class for eﬁfhef three or  four class
iperiods (appfoximételg two wéeks) prior to administration.of the instru-
Zment.“ : ‘ . L |
lThe'qqestioanaire was revised sc as to exclude referéhcés to the Indian
populétIOn and was generalized to a case study format involving Joe and-
Ellen Brewn rather. than Joe and Ellen Bigcrow. .Since the Adult Basic
Eaucatiqn (A.B.E.) study invoived a classroom setting, thg instrument
éﬁso hed to be put into.booklet form. ~ Each queé{ion was placed in the-
Boak’ct-cpposite'the»visuallstimu4us to which it referred. Stﬁdénts
SWele askéd'to complete the questionnaire a: ti'zir own pace and were
'egcoﬁkaged ﬁo_ask'any guestions Ehefvmight have had concerning any qfa
the questioﬁé: The results comparjhg functional literacy amohg this
, test group to a comparable adult Indian group are discussed in détgil in,
0

Section 4,53.: N -

3

\ . . o -3

>

o,
- OO0
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

ERIC :.. :

©2.31 Pilot Study of Interviewer Effectiveness

i

" 2.3 lssues Associated with Utilizing Field Interviewers

"

.

A study was eenducted on the'effect of ethnic djfferences in interviewey
effectiveness to determine whether there were differences between the
effectiVe resanse rate#of interviewers ‘of Native American heritage com-
pared to those of whate Caucasian |nterV|ewers when interviewing respon-:
dents from’ Natlve Amerlcan communltles (see Appendix 3-4). The data
from th|s study, shown, |n Table 2- 06 indicated that a sngnlflcan dnf-
ference did exist. !ndlan respondents were more likely to partic pate

in a survey interview when contacted by .an Indian interviewer thar when

contacted by a white .interviewer. As a result of this pilot study], all

-data for. thls research was collected by Natlve Amerlcan interviewefs.
Interviewers were identified within .each trlbal group to interview mem-

" bers within their own tribe. Upon the agreemont of the tribes Jinv lved,

four |nterv|ewers |nterV|ewed some respondents residing wnthnn ‘thei

o

|nterV|ew1ng area who were not. of thaif own tribe when -an |nterv1ew r

from that tribe could not be |dent|f|ed in that geographical area.

2.32 The Interviewing Process BT .

. . . 4
o as .ooa

e

CF

Prior to identifying and training field interviewers, research was con-

ducted to help anti%ipate biases in the data calsed by the-interviewing
process. By focuSnng on the |nterV|ew1ng process ‘which has been empha:
sized by other |nvest|gators, three types of: b|as were identified. These
types were' bias due LJ" the ”nterVIewer, b|as due to the respondent and

/oA
bias due. to ‘the |nteract|on between the |nterv1ewer and the reapondent

’ . -
N . -

" Bias due to the interviewén. "Much\of the-work'on interviewing has focused

on the |nter9|eWer (Kahn and Cannel . 1957, 1968 Hyman 195k4;: Axelrod and
Cannel] 1959, Sudman 1966; Hauck and\Stelnkamp 196& Steinkamp- 1964) .

The procesc of collecting data by usnng personal interviews consists

“essentially of selectlng and tra|n|ng a group of interviewers who then

36
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TR . TABLE 2-06 e :
' ANALYSIS OF THE ASSOCIATION BETWEEN
R B ETHNICITY AND RESPONSE RATE \
\\ .
\‘
| y
RESPONSE RATES /
. .  i . b Interviewer's Ethnidigi
- ~. : B . . T, 3 /
kesponden’'s Ethnitity White American Indian //
Vhite o ] - /“
Completed Interviews S T 18. 10 1
Refusals - : ' R 49 / .
Americanﬂlnd'ian ' . . . / Sk
Completed Intarviews ) m 19 P
Reflsals ' . - i 2 /
CHI "SQUARE ANALYSIS OF REFUSALS TO PARTICIPATE
Interviewer's Ethniciity
‘ : .. . ) . "; ‘ &
Respondent's Ethnicity " " white . American Indian
“ White . .o ’ 9.
s - ‘ - - : 4
‘ American ‘Indian’ Y A 2
s o
") =
;
Chi-Square = *4,70
df = 1 _
’ ;p. e .05 o
° ) phi = .&62 ‘a
Adult Indian Education Proj 3
oo e e 60 :
37
\)’ . ) o b A__.__.“-’ _’T’;#-#-‘*’/—A#—*#—%T‘fu‘-f‘/—i : ’ v ) '
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

. conduct, interviews. If they are carefully. selected and well trained and

‘is proyided in Section 4,12,

if they go about their work conscientiously, one might suppose the data

they collect would be accurate. If the results, leave somethlng to be

‘de51red then one shou]d re-examine ‘the nnterVIewer selection and traln-

ing, and devnse checks to prevent ]ax or inaccurate work.

-~
e

’
1

The research by Hauck and Stelnkamp (]96&) and their attempt to’relate
characterlstlcs of the interviewer to measures of performance prOV|ded

this project with Lhree4measures of interviewer efrectlveness . :

T,

1. Contact rate. The contact rate measure;vthe”pergentage of
addresses in which the interviewer makes contact with a per4
son efigjb]e.to be interrﬁewed compared to totaﬁ.attempta

2. Response rate. - The response rate IS deflned as ‘the ratio
of the number of actual interviews comp]eted to the num-

. _ .'ber of contacts. : . : )

3. Comp]eteness rate. The\tomp]eteness.rate for a gjven‘
item under investigation is the percentage of intervfews.

'in which requested informatidn is fd]]y completed.

S

I R

The ana]ySIs of |nterV|ewer effeCtheh"$§ for the” A“T“E P**wntefvrewersm__n____

“n

., . . : }

Bias due to the respondent. A second basic approach to the-ana]ysis of -

the interview was to focus attention on the |nf|uence of the resandents
to the quajlty of the data collected: The behaviors of the respondents
to the lnterVIeWIng process may be exp]alned |n terms of "his perceptlon

of the situation and hi% motlvatlon. Work by Cannell_and Axelrod (]956)

.reported*that'many people enJOYed being |nterv1ewed ~ Thus, people ]lked

_ta\klng to 'someone who was frlendly and support&ve, interested in what.

they say and who never cr.L|c17ed them or dlsagreed with them.” A major
ObJECtIVe of the interviewer: tra|n|ng program, therefore, was to-train

the interviewers to successfully build and establlsh rapport w:th the

[ >

resgondent. _ 7 o A



. ADULT INDIANS ARE MbRE LIKELY TO.
RESPOND TO AN INTERVIEW WHEN CON-
TACTED BY ANOTHER !\{AT!VE AMERI-
CAN. : o .

: ' . : 7 T : ’»\\ ' .

- . N -. . . _ L
: Bnas due to the |ntcract|on between the interviewer and the respondent
There is a .obsfﬁﬂt?ﬁ*"bedy—ofuevwdeneexrenorﬁlnq that what happens in

an un&eﬁuteu—merwbewvni+uencedﬂb? major discrepancies be tween LA

Wmmmew\ “In-addition to-the pilot

study discussed above, evidence has c¢tearly demonstrated that, w1th|n the

United States, mm m-mmpw&mm

ooms=ut=:ﬂaﬂ#leevvvewvﬂgmpcnﬁaat,'at least for nge tOpICS of |nvest|ga- -
tion, (Hyman 1954; Davis 1962 Katz 1942; Ehrllgh and Riesman 1961)

There also seem to be dlfferences in. response attiributable to dis repan=
cies in oc1a1 status, age ;and sex. - The |mportan£e o@,these dlscrepan-:

cies however, seems to depend upon the tOpIC of the inquir
R | SR ‘ ,
Respondents "as well &s Tnteruiewers have a role an% it sometines~has been
siogested that one of the most important jobs the ipterviewer has is to
tra’n reipdndents in that role. looking at the interview as a erpcess.df'
cgmmunfcation, the central question is, “What‘are'the conditions under
" which effective COmmunitation wi]]voccus?“' It is no “difficult to speci-
- fy. the requlrements. : S L
1. The EﬂﬁﬁGﬂﬁﬁﬂ&mﬂM&£rHﬁdefSt@ﬁdﬁ‘GF#E%!*’-ﬁhﬁnqﬂﬂﬁmtaﬂs o °
Lo *+ " 'which are being asked of “him, '
2. The mmmmmwmess-;;thﬁrmatwn
hesi-grARnUEStEd, :
. The mmt“mst-te—wﬁmd~ ab'l'emsv:rc

the |nformat|on.

LN

R )

-
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e eym%emﬂ6*%?Ete*wﬁogﬁaadmﬁseswiiug the information
-That .i

mu&émﬁunef*éﬁueovvect*y.

s, jn an interview

the interviewer must hear cbrrectlyngnd write down

interviewing

N

A manual. was developed to train American Indians to be

The greatest part of

General lnstructlons,

a general statement of project purpose and

instructions were

in the follow-

”

: s
‘ correctly the answers ‘as given,
N . * ' )
" Training manual,

field |nterV|ewers within their own communltles.
this manual dealt with the interviewing process and with eliminating the
potential biases in the data discussed above.
preliminary sampling work,

: how it is-to be achieved, as well as full
included in this manual which is discussed in more, detail
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a 2.4 Selection and Training of Fieid Interviewers T

- ~

An overview of the field |nterV1ewer selectlon and tralnlng process is
shown in .Figure 2407 The d|5cussxon of selection and training me thods
used by the Adu]t Indian Educatlon PrOJect includés a review- of proce-:

dures used ‘to |dent|Fy the lntervlewer tralnees and a dﬁscrigtion of the

|nterv1ewe. tralnlng program, oo

* i .
o1 >
i

2.4 Red?ﬁﬁtment and Se]ection
E .
.
hﬂﬂﬂhﬂﬂﬂ!ﬂW?EWB*&-Nﬁhﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁ&ﬂﬂlﬂ |n|tLa}IyvUmauqﬁnﬁmemhus+nas$~eeune+Ls
"oF comm: Ltée: @&vtﬁe*vrrbes‘a@-@hemeamemﬁ¢maw®hsbmperm¢5sn<vvwmswxseeu&ed

*ﬁeﬁa*hs:%ww%a;“B«p@?@w%mpa@uM@NW%h@mwmunnu A job’announcement and de—

scription was dlstrlbuted among counci| memoers, and others within the

’

trlue, whichtoutlined the bas’ic act1vnt|es of the JOb the experlence

and- quallflcatlons requnred and SpECIfIC~dUtIeS and responsnbllltles to
be performed by field |nterV|ewers.‘ Secondly, thls JOb announcement ;as
dlstrlbuted in the form of a news ré]ease among major Indlan newsletterss

in the state, (See Appendlxes 3-1 and 1-4. )

. * . - N ”o " . N
; App+wen¢wans for the\fleld |nterv|ewer p051t|ons WOwenfeken and as for-
mal permISSIon and; trvbaﬂ samp]es wete "obtained frof sevcral tribes within
; : N . g . o )
.- a reglon field |nterv1ewer

and a, tra|n|ng session was set up in that locale.’ ° - \ |
P s 3 - 4 ) B \\ \\

The field interviewer. tralnees were seleeted on the basis of Slx crn%exnglﬂ
. R N Ihlgh school or high school equnvalency comp]etlon o "'Jm \
= N 2, famlltarlty‘WIth people within the tribe, and w

tribal affairs; - . 5
LT "~ -,3. previous experience in some form of emg loyment -
L M;ﬁ~aﬂ_———-demonstrat|ng an ability to communicate; '
— L. past.experience demonstrating rellablllty and S .
' e ; - dependability; : - o
- 5. the’ approval of the tribe; and. . c
6. residence in an aréa correSpondlng to the )
. residence of a suff|c1ently high. propor-

tion of the respondents to be interviewed.
N . . ot s 2
: _ _ : . (,4
L | SRS R
Q o .
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C Ada+t—+ndwanvapp*tsawﬁ9 from pdrt|C|)eting=tribes attanded-a-obe-08 !
th&&ewdayrtra¢W$ng*sessi%WF(for which they were paid-stioend and mileage)
\hoioﬁeﬁ&bewnweﬁeeﬁorga*%y“huredias pfoject field interviewers.. ' Figure

& . . X,
\ %-08 shows the 10cation.of the |nter\1ewers across the state - ,
. . - ) . , B} . N . » i ‘ . R
2.42 Training ' X . : - S T
’ ! . v e

: . T ) 4
LI . . . ~ . .

IS

. ihnuénﬁﬂﬂtﬂhmhrwv@EWE?utratﬂ%ng*prqg,
Flrst the programs were :ntended to>i-i+yeuﬁ$3ﬁt.th° fne]d |ntemvnewer

Educatlon Pro; ect. The b#e*nang~mandakrand:aocrqnt:wnkmmere

second, porinavrust. the field ;ntervnewers Jnmwhn-toehanﬂus

u&ﬁh:fie%d%ﬁn‘ o ewn andsth?rd;"_ TR thetfle]d intelrviewer
". trainees Mmmwd*m&zm

ssociated, °

both |n re]atlon tos the

e eommuhitybamong which thkey would be wWorking and the prOJect for which

<'I

- - they were tollecting data. FLnally,-ﬂttentlor was' given as part of thr
- rralnlng proqrams te:xgﬁf%yeﬁ+agmﬁus .

s »J'

in the lﬂwnar

"': -’
\

mpﬁegﬁbﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂ*ﬂ“ﬁ;b' (See Appen-.~

- dfx 32.) Four of the first training sessions involved three- day. traln-

. In total.
ing perLods * The other training programs were consolndated one-day train-
ing sesslons. In both cases seven to ten days follownng the original *

N . tralnlng sessnon, a debriefing sess:on was he]d» 1he~o~era$%wdes+ga=of

&

.'the -w@ervvewev*vru#nwng~p*mqp!uuhas'centered prnncnpal]y e&eundnaaétzbd
‘utevvmewev&smbfammwﬂg'mausab 'f .

T

)
-

B

Introduction of the‘trainees'to'the sﬁrvey.f Interviewer th§%hees were‘
|nformed before tralnlng that their JOb basically conslsted of: |dqnt|-

\\ -; flcatlon of selected .addresses provndpd by nr.JecL stw" trdJellng by ..

\ ' prlvate automobile to the approprlate address,_nntervnewnng selected Qdult’

‘}Indlans' fecordlng .the responses on prepared questlonnalres, and comp]et-v

. ing prepared forms and forwardnng those forms to the central offlce.

. o ‘ , /
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‘trannlng session, .

51.of'survey questions were generally asked, when .a survey was generally

°.
,., N

-

g | .
These respo.snbilltles were then reviewed as the flrst toplc of the-

As part of the orientation to their work with the Adult Indian'Educat|0n

PFOJECt, trainees were shown a statement of professnona] ethics of the
Adult Indian Zducation PFOJPCt JOVernIP’ act|V|t|es in the fleld and
emphasized the importance of the'r p05|t|on as representatives of the
tribe and the American Indian Institute: This and the other. |ntroductory
activities were designed to prepare field interviewers for thelr role as
professuonals who were helping the leaders and people of their communlty
Once the interviewers gained a sense of confidence in their role, they
were better able to help the respondent understand his/her to]e‘in the-

interview:ing situation,

FORTY A.L.EP. FIELD INTERVIEWERS
WERE TRAINED TO INTERVIEW PEOPLE
WITHIN THEIR OWN TRIBE. -~

7 R

The interviewers were informed about the basic purposes of a scientific '

survey in genera}, the specific steps i conducting a survey, what kinds

1

eonducted and how the information was used. This |nformat|on then was

're]ated to the specific act|V|t|es of the Adult Ind|an Education PFOJeCt

J4n its effort to survey functional literacy among adult Indians in the
state of Okiahoma. Field HnterVJewer trdlnees were told .about the back-
ground and deve]opment of the questlonnalre and the potential uses of

the survey results,

Conducting “he interview. Trainees were instructed in usnng the questlnn-

naire. ‘This instruction |neluded how to ask the questions in order to

insure ‘the maximum accuracy of respondent's answer, how to utilize the

w0
k45
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qucstlonnalre in malntalnlng rapport and vways. in whnch the interviewer
could probe when necessary to clarify elther ‘a question or a respondent s
response The field interviewer trainees were toid-of the baslc ratlonale

.

behind‘the sample procedures including sampling prlnplples; the lmportance

of sampling to the quality of data obtained, sampling- procedures utilized

in thehfie]d and.rules governing contact with sampled respondents.

The |nterV|ewer trainees were: lnstrdcted |n technigues of . bun]dlng a good

|nterV|ew1ng relatlonshlp including |nmt|al lntroductlon answerlng the

respondent's questions, establlshlng rapport wuth the respondent and main-

taining respondent's receptlveness, and what to do in case the respondent

was busy or away.

Recording the interview, Aspecfs of the training were concerned with
recoirding the scheduling and resd]ts of contact aftempts The training

also presented some strategles to be utlllzed when 3 respondent was un-.

'able to or unwilliag to participate in the survey or when, for other rea-"

sons, the interviewer was unable to obtain the interview.

“

Trainees were taught the rules governing the recording and editing of

the |nterv1ew onto the. questlonnalre form. The field interviewer trainees

were asked to complete the guestionnaire individually in order that they

“might (1) become fully familiar with the questionnaire and how to fin

it out,, (2) experience what it was like to be a respondent and (3) to

gain an appreciation of why the respondent was not asked to fill out the

.t

questionnaire in writing and how they as field-interviewers _would be
helping the respondent by making~the_interviewing'precess gokas smoothly

as possible. o :

ko]e playing The field interviewers were asked to role play the inter-

vuewnng sntuatlon,flrst as respondent and then as |ntervnewer. These
role playung interviews were V|deotaped |n order again that they mlght

sce themselves as a professional in the role of field interviewer, and.

sce the imporiance of that role. In this way the.field interviewer

T :
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training'program hoped to provide the best opportunity For fieid isier
viewers to develop their skills as professionals whlle at the sam time
providing.the most accurate data possible for the survey.

'

Administrative procedures. In addition to the actual questionnaire form,

the |nterV|ewers were, asked to complete mileage F//ns as an official
record of the|r mlleage trave]ed, miscellaneous expense forms as a record
of any allowable expenses they incurred while working wnth the project

(e.q., postage, pencils, etc.), and work sheets as a record of time spent

performing_project functions. As one of the final topics of the initial

. v .
“training session, the rules governing the completion of these forms were

explained,  Procedures for communication with the Norman central office
were discussed. Interviewer trainees were told the ways in which each
administrative staff member would be'ablerto be of assistance.to them in

resolving any problems encountered while interviewing.

r. ‘

"The payment schedule for comp]eted |nterVIews was dlscussed with the

tra|nees. This schedule included an incentive rate lncrease based on

number of comp]eteo interviews. The payment'schedu]e was: -

$5{db each interView, interviews 1 to 10
$6.00 each interview, interviews 11 to 20 . B p
$7.00 each interview, interviews 21 and ovef b

$2.50 .each interview attempt in which the potential

respondent either refused or was permanently unsuitable
for interview or respondent was not .at home (even after
four contact attempts). :

.
v

’ 4
©$.12 per mile travel reimbursement

, Debriefing. At the conclusion of the training program, each fleld |nter-

viewer was glven\hames of respondents to interview. A week to ten days
later, |nterV|ewers returned and reviewed the highlights of the tralnlng

program with the project staff. By this time they had had actual exper--

‘iences and were able to ask questions about any difficulties they were

'haVIng or parts of the tra|n|ng they did not fully understand.

N

'L ‘ ' : ; 75{?
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2.5 Dpata Collection ~ .. < o . ¢

. 2.51  Interviewing -Pespondents
R

- Contact attempts. InterV|ews were conducted by 40 Amérlcan Indlan fle]d

|nterv1ewers among the membership of - the|r tribe. aUtl]lZlng names pro-
vuded by the Adult Indian Education PrOJect s random sampllng of tr|ba1
~,,membersh|p,l|<ts, fle]d interviewers attempted to contact respondents.
“'lnterv1ewer recorded the day, time of day and results for each attempted
contact. Procedures were prov1ded for: recordln |naccurac|es in respon-
dent addresses provnded by the tr|ba1 list. Procedures’ were also’ prov1ded
for (l) respondents who were permanently unsultable for |nterv1ew (e5q.
’menrally retarded, or hospitalized, or incarcerated for the durat|on of
the project); (2) respondents who refused to‘part?c;pate in the literacy ‘
survey; znd ’3) households in wh|ch there were no ellglble respondents
'ntervnewers made up to’ four contact attempts for those responcents who -
were not at home or vere temporar|1y unaval]able. For tribes where the
;respondents name and address provnded had been taken from a household or
mailing list, the person |n|t|a]1y contacted at that household was asked
to provnde some pre1|m|nary information whsch enabled- the interviewer to .

randomly select the actual survey respondent from within the househo]d

1
. o
.

-~

Interviewing. Contacted respondents who agreed to participate in the

,H'survey‘were informed of the basic pUrposes'of the project. Respondents.

were asked to read cards which contained everyday reading materials.

They were then asKed questions that requlred that they be able to read

and comprehend at least a minimal amount of ;nformatlon conta|ned in

.

these materials.

TH QUFSTIONNAlRE USED A CASE- STUDY
FO NIAT CENTERED AROUND WHAT WAS
CONSIDERED TO BE A TYPICAL NATIVE
| AMERI(‘AN FAMILY
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“they

‘respondent's - answer on the questlonnaire form. Respondents were encour-

ASvdiscussed in Section 2.23, a case-stUdy format was used; that is,
reSpjidents were asked to help Joe and Ellen Blgcrow with some questions
ere facing in the area of consumer economics, jobs, health and

legal matters.. The interview was conducted in a manner which hopefully

. resembled natural conversat:on.

The |nterV|ewers handed each card ‘to the respondent and then asked the

questlon assOCIated w1th that card The interviewers then recorded the

¢
I

. aged to ‘take as much tlme as needed and to use penC|] and paper, if reeded,

1

on any questlon requ|r|ng ar|thmet|c. ' S

|

!
. i
{

At the end of the literacy questions, the respondents were then asked &

ser|es of questidns concerning the extent and type of education and tra|n-

ing. they had attalned in add|t|on a variety of questions were asked
concerning the respondent's personal, social and tribal background and

present occupation,

Interviewers recorded respondent s answers accordlng to procedures ‘..t

lined during training. Any responses rhat theclnterVIeuer was uncr.eiain

of were cJarified;_-Comments made by the respond%nts during thz "tar-

-view were recorded as were the interviewer's reactions to how th: intor
b .

view had gone,

- 2.52 Field Coordinating

N B . . -

The A.1.E.P. office mailed ar introcductory letter (see %ec*ion 3,31 ) to

3each'of the respondents being contactad ge ncra]ly Just prior to the inter-

viewer's visit in order that the intevviewers purpose might be validated
and at least 'ome of the purpose of the study explainec in advance;‘ Al

of the materia’ s related to the interview ircluding questlonnalrns, forms,

“ard responcents names were sailed from the central office to the inter-

. A
viewers as :ieceded,

¢
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td

F|e1d Interviewers coordlnated thelr data co]]ectlon activities w':‘ ¢ he
fleld coordlnator in the central office. They malled completed inier-
views and completed.mi]eage,*time and miscellaneous expense forms to the
central office each week (on Frlday or Saturday). Once FECEIV“”u'thESe
matertials were checked for accuracy and payment requests were ».'omitted

to the University of Oklahoma purchaS|ng system. Payment chechs wer?

: general]y rece|Ved w1th|n a week and malled to. |nterv1ewers inter-

‘viewers were paid on the baSIS of comp]eted |nterv1ews and mii-=2s traveled

while ootalnlng ‘those |nterV|eWS. : A -

g v

P

In add|t|on to prov1d|ng |nterv'ew1ng materials, communlcat.wn was rain=

tained w1th field interviewers on rough]y a bi-weekly bas ~ither by
phone or by wrltten cwrrespondence.' During this commun’.iior, 'intef*
viewers were asked -about any difficulties they mught have beer expe*s"

¢

enCIng and about their lnterV|ew1ng progress., - C
Fcntatts were made with 10'"1 law enfoncement officials and communiny
sti tribal mewsgapars informing them -of the fle]d |nterv1ewer ¢ notivi-

rins W|th|r thnlr community.,

As most of thkz interviewers were from within the co.murit, being sur-

veyed, Lhev were familiar enough with the commuthy ‘o locate respon-

t

deiits, some of whom they already knew, When they had dlf‘(culty in lo¢a- .

, ttng a respondent's address because it was on a irural route they gained

assistance from thEl’ contacts W|th|n ty.e communitv. f‘

A
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2.6 Reduction and Analysis

N
\
N

2,61 Data Reduction : N ; A:. . : Coen

o

The Adult lndian Education Project utilized re ’omputlng serV|ces of ‘the
University of Oklahoma, Norman to proce:: At :nvolved |n the survey.
8w S’37O 168\conputer.. One

~of the packaged programs aval]able as part of the UnlverSIty computlng

The - UnlverSIty s fac|l|t|es conS|stedf;

cystem was the Statlstlcal Package for the Soclal Sciences SPSa\Sv

Re]ease 6.02 (Nle, 1975) This package’ of computer programs was chosen-
by the project staff as. it prOVld°d the type of" statlstlcal and proces-
SIng programs needed for.this su.vey The prOJect staff performed all
programmlng assoclated w1fn data analySIs uSIng the SPSS. package.

, ' ) - . ) ) . g ‘
Once completed questionnaires were‘received by the central office. and . '
all respondent contact information'recorded they were tnen ready to be
o manually coded in preparatlon for the keypunching of the data. 'Coding
as:xsfants scored ‘and coded completed questionnaires utlllzTng procedures
de51gned to-max1m|ze the amount of |nformat|on available for daka analy-
'sis. (a) In some cases this conS}sted of coding an item right or.wrong,

. (b) ir other cases multiple choice options were assigned numbers and
'coding consisted of circling the appropriate number and in several cases,,
(e¢) open-ended questions yielded a variety of answers each of which had
to ;e'assfgned_a separate code number and that code‘number'recorded onto
the questionnaire form. . In total 121 d|fferent data variables were re-

-corded for each completed interview, with an addltlonal 34 variables
generateﬁ automatically during the data analysis processt Once coded
“these data were keypunched, entered onto an SPSS file. They were then

I3

_edited and corrected for any inaccuracies.

1

e

2.62. Data Analysis " N

The large .quantity of data required extensive data screening and analy-
sis. *An overview of the data analysis is shown in Figure 2-09. Essen-

tially the data analyses consisted of two tasks: first, the data was

51
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s descrnbed and summarized wnthnn the four variable categories. These
' were' - ontacf attempts, personal and social characterlstlcs; tribal |,
e characternstncs, and literacy and educatlonal haracterustucs. The 7
summary of the data prnncnpally involved computing the pércentages of’
correct answers andathen dnvudlng these percentages into varlous;demo-
graphic- categornee. Second the data,was analyzed to ascertain the
ewpresence and degree to whlch the varlous data |tems from each main
.cagegqry were related. The results of these analyses are discussed

in detai! in Chapter IV. - .

e B 7 e e -
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-vey of ducatlonal attainment and functlonal llteracy

CHAPTER 3 .

PROJECT ORGANIZATION AND” EXECUTION'

This chapter will reV|ew the - !nstltutlonal background and the organlza-
tion and executlon of the Adult Indlan qucatlon Project. . Included in

this isla diczussion of the institutional;- staff and trlbalhresources

o

utiliie -and a description of aqtlv1t|es lnvolved in comp]etlng the sur-

| 700 3.0 Institutional Affiliation g
b - — S

S

| S— S

The Adult Inélan Educatlon PrOJect (A.I E P.) was the prlnc1pal re;earch

effort b" the American Indian Instltute, part ‘of the Souihwést Center

\for Human Relatlons Studles at the Unlversuty of Ok!ahoma durlng the.

1976 fiscal year.- "The survey of educational attainment and functlonal

llteracy was conducted among adult Indians in the >tate of Ok]ahoma in

ﬁresponse to a grant from ihe U, S. Offlce of Educat.on, Indian Education -

DanSlon, Jltle IV Part C. The Ameyr ican Indian |nstztute assumed full

respon51b|1|ty fofpfhe admlnlstratlon of this survey |nc1ud|nq stafflng ]

and management. The Southwest Center for Human Relatlons Studies in

conjunction w1th the,UnlverSIty—of Oklahoma prov1ded the necessary

support sorvaces including physicai” faCIlltlesi budgetary saperV|S|on -

purchasung of materlals and access to other support serVIces (computlng,

-~ .

printing, etc.). : .

H
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7 3.2 Project OrganTzatfon -
i B \ . “. . | l : . i

The resources utlflzed on. the prOJect |nc1uded three components a ;-

Norman component a tribal component and an nntertrlbal component _The

. T
organ|zat|on of these components is shown in Flgure 3 0l.

. . ' ‘ -
' , : - - b . ).‘ A P '
3.21 ' Norman -Component . ; . : B . s
’\._ - ! ‘ '

Norman resources. \The f|rst component consnsted of avallab1e resources

in Norman, Oklanoma the locatlon of the" Ameruczn Ind|an Instltute and"
the Unlverslty of Ok ahoma. " There were fpur types of resources in this

© FAH

area. "'~'”“‘ S g - L ) j

“ e

y . o o v

First, the Adult Indian EduCation Project worked closely with several .

'concurrent Indnan pFOJeCtS including the University Year for ACTION .‘r

program, an ACTION volunteer project sponsoring ‘the |nternsh|p of. American
Indian students to work.w]th_yarlous trlbal and intertribal organlzatlons
in the state of Oklahoma. . Five of the members of the . Norman~. '
staff were Upiversity Year for AGTICN interr . Adult Indlan Education
Project. staff also worked closely with the staff of the Amerlcan Ind|an
Instltute._ The !nstltute pub]nshed a news]etter describing the var.ious
act|V|t|es of the Inst|tute including the Adu]t Indian Educatnon PFQJeCt
:and this aided in ma|nta|n|ng contact WIth many tribal and intertribal

organizations. - 5 \ . _ |

Second, many of the fac|1|t|es, resqurces and personne] of the Un|/erS|ty

of 'Ok ahoma were made;avallable ‘to the staff of the Adu{t Indian Educatlon

Project. These'resources included: (1) the University llbrary, (2)
Ny
Unlverslty comput|ngfserV|ces, (3) pr|nt|ng and graphic services; (4)

I
professnonal educators and social ,,lentlsts who prOV|ded advice in the

desngnrand |mp1ementat|on of the research project; (5) pubiic information

“and news. release se%vnces; and (6) personne] servnces.

- |
I <

Third, because the infversity of Oklahoma was in cfose proximity to

Amer|can Indian communities, Norman was also“the locagtion of severa]

o
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lntertrnba] organlzatlons who were pgrb of the intertribal cuivaent

A

dlscussed be]ow (in Sectlon:3,23) e Vj f c; o

. . PRSI 3
. :
e . VL et .

5 . N o . R . B
- - . N Vi ._!_ . gs - »

: F|na11y, an’ adu]t baSlC educatlon progrhm Locat%d in Norman agreed to -

‘allow the project to gonduc\ a pllot survey)among three adult basic

S educatlon classes as representatrve of i‘ -lndlan population. “This
[ PR pilot study is dlscussed |n Serrxon 2. 25 L

\'_

!

staffing.- Norman was the Iocatlon of %hecprOJ*ct offlce and’ admlnlstra-

tlve staff of:the Adult Ind1an Educatlon ProJect This staff |nc1uded a.

Project D|rector,‘Program Deve]opment Cq\:ultant Field Coordluator,
o Samp]lng Superv1sor, Data Supervusor and PrOJett Secretery Fi gure 3- 02

|11ustrates the staff organlzatlon and Flgure 3= 03 lists the admlnlstra-.

'-"r- °

_,.tlve personne] s~f'.‘ . — .-
- T I O . :
A basic ob;ectlve.of the organlzatlonal deslgn\was to maximize staff
ir*eraction and thereby to utnl:ze each staff mémber apablllty to
address any partlcular task responsublllty A second deectlve was to-
v max1nnze each staff member s exposuré to’and‘trﬁrnlng in the sk\}*s asso-
cuated WIth each phase of the prOJect.' These obJectlves were partic u\\\\

larly cr|t|ca1~5|nce the[prOJectGact|V|t|es were W|de1y varled

EET - G

.t° ! o . T . H
Responsibilities. "The Project Director was responsible for-the develop-

ment]and execution'of the research projrct.  The prdjett development.
. responsibilities ineluded,the surve, instrument and.the sampling'and
: data collection procedures; The marayemen't responsihilities ot the
d}rector inciuded' staffing; securlng tribal endorsement and partici-

pation; selectlng and training’ fleld |nterV|ewers, dnd analyzlng and

reportlng the- resu]ts of the study :

4 t
3

i

1

The Program Deve]opment Consu]tant was respo-sible for |mp1ement|ng most
of the management decisions made by the PrOJect Director and suoerv1stng

the activities of the oﬁher staff members. ’ 1,

R _ T T . / ,
- . - 8 1 ' .' ’ m{k‘(’ : ‘e
s 56 A
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The Samplnng Supervisor was responsnble for assisting the Director in-

the acqu sntlor and dls'rlbutlon of the samples. The Data Supervisor

vas ponsnble for assnsttng the Dlrector |n designing—and’ nmplement- Ca

inc data reduction procedures. ' ' =

'3.22 Tribal Componeht

|
The tribal gomponent of tHe survey involved two particular groups:

tribes and tribal officials, and firid interviewers within the tribes."

Bcth aroups had resporsnb|1|t|e< .ritical to the success of the Adult

-

Ino’an Education Project. -

O

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

and tribal communities, who would be willing to serve aSafie[d inter-

e

Tribes and tribal officials., Each trlbe was contactn., given a brief . SN,

overview of the project's activities and goals an14asked-to schedule a

reeting between the project- staff and the anpropriate‘tribal counci]f

or officialc involved in miki:g the executive decisions for the tribe

as a whoiea (see Appendicesﬂ]-z‘ and 1-3 ). At those meetings ‘the back- ”
ground and purposes of the Adnlt Indian Education Progect'were explained

in detail and the ttibe was requested to: (1) endorse in writing the

activities and gcals of the project, ( ) provide access to the most

current and complete |lStlng of trlbal ‘members and (3) provide the namés

of persons within the tribe who had knowledge of the tribal members

viewer trainees. : o ' : SR -
Though this trlbal contact process was extensive and lnvolved an extra-

ordinary amount of trave] and staff time, it was viewed as essentlal in

obtaining knowledgeable tribal. participation, which theréby insured

more wfdling and accuratc invdlvcment of tribal members durlng the fleld
interviewing process. In addltlon, the information. obtalned was done

with the full knowledge and-.consent of the persons involved and conse-

;quently, thé foundation was éstablished to insure that the data col]ected ' .

would be meaningful in maklng tribal de'lsuons and would be utlllzed to

'iMblement any needed program modification or development,

'0_»84
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obtained.’ B e 2

Field interviewers} Tre. second ‘group “of the t1|ba1 component of the

research project consisted of the field lntervnewer trainees and, more

specifically, the group cf field interviewers involved in the actual .
data collection., In total there were 58 field interviewer.trainees,
representing 19 tribes, including 40 who became field interviewers.

The field 1nterviewer§ worked within their own tribal groups and per-
formed IOU percent of the data colle'tnon activities, ’The; worked -with

the Fneld'Coordnnator in lnsurnng that accurate and comp]ete data was

o

-

The first two groups of field interviewer trainees.served an additional
function for the Adult Indian Education ﬁroject, As discussed in Sec-
tiorn 3.23, they were asked to critique the field questionnaire being

utilized. First, their'comments were offered abouc the general pro-

cedures and intent of the instrument. SecondV intervieWer tra{nees

”cr1t|queo each of the questlons “and measures involved in the instrument.

In light of the|r'eva1uat|on, the questlonnblre was tedeSIgned specifi-

cally to be more sensitive to the perspactive and .concerns of the respon-

dents and -easier in format for the field |nterv1ewers to use in conduc-
ting.intervi?ws. N _ - - ¥ S L . “

°

3.23 Intertribal Component

v . . ! . . >
o, -

'

The th|rd resource component of the Adult Ind|an Education Project con-

5|sted of the Nar|ous |ntertr|ba1 organlzatlons throughout the state of

Oklahoma representing a variety of concerns but having .in common a pri-

‘mary interest in the education and scrvite of American fndian adults. ™

Th <2 groups and the persons serving as ‘their representatives - ‘served a:
paxtlcularly critical functlon for th|s research prOJect In|t|ally ‘a
rev ew panel composed of members of these org nlzations eva]uated poten-
tial survey questlons as described in Section 2.22 and selected questnons
whnch were most beneficial to adujt Indians within their community and

in the.state of Ok\ahoma.“ They -were pgrtlcu]ar]y capable of serVIng



this capacity due to their broad and varied daily exposure Lo the nécds
of adults in their communities. In addition, they were practical in
.their concerns; due to their own efforts to provide services addressing

the needs of the peopiz in their community.

TRIBES AND OTHER INDIAN OFRGANIZA-

TIONS WILL EVENTUALLY BE CALLED

- UPON TO IMPLEMENT ANY. PROGRAM

.~ T—~MODIFICATION OR DEVELOPML‘\IT RE-

- COMMENDED" BY THIS LITERACY AND
EDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT ‘

"Second but in the long run more critical, thesedintertriba! organizafi
t|ons, along with the trlbes wull provno any rew or modified serVices
“rcalled for by thls research in its assesament of edlcatlonal needs They K
“will be prlmary users of the data collected and the resultlng analysis |
of the educational needs of- the adult Indian communlty in Oklahoma
Therefore, both the trlbes and the interts iba: organ-zatlons are serv-_
ing even beyond the fundlng and time narameters of the Adult Indian .
Educatlon Project ~us a resource component which, w;l] potentlally imple- '
'“*w“ment the policies and programs of the U, S. Offlce of Eduﬁetlon and
other f deral agencues involved in adult educatlon qmong Amerncan Indians.
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3.3 Project Managqment

'3.31 Project Activig\gs and Séquencing A o

AY

= L

The issues |nvolved in manzging and executing the~ research project were
in many ways 3 dlrect resu]t of the methodo]oqlcal issues discussed in
Chapt-r It. "As the report detalls .the A.I1.E.P.'s survey of functional
literacy and education attainment among adu]t Indians in Oklahoma in-

volved six prOJect phases. These were: (1) |n|t|a1 prOJect design,

(2) 'nstrument,develqpment “(3Y identification of respondents and’ inter-
viewers, (i) data collection, (5) da;avreductlon and. analysis design and

1

(6) ﬁdélysis"and,reporting._ Each of these phases is described elsewhere

<.t

.in this repoft. 'Ihoughithé project tasks were distinct, many times’ the

aciivities_ associated with these tacks were performed .uring overlapping -
time periods as indicatéd on Chart 3-05.1i5ted on :he-fo]lowing pages.

This chart shows th‘= sequence, of the various actnvntles |nvo]ved in
executing this educatlonal needs survey A snmpllfled overview of the

prOJect actnvntles |s preSented in Flgure 3-04,

.6
'
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Initial;project design. The initial project design phase |ncluded‘fHE‘-‘m~-_m

. tasks of (1) delineating research parameters, consrstent with both the
o ,goals of the adult Indian communrty and ‘the purposes of the U. §. Offrce
of Education (see Section 1. 13), (2) obtaining init! al survey |nformat|on

on current data and instruments and on tribes comprising the Oklahoma
Indian comunity (see Section 1,22), (3) designing procedures associated

with research methopolpgy'anﬂ all phases of tﬁelprojectfs execution;

() analyzing and reporting initial project design, includipg specific

;background information and a Frtir\Jnterrm Report (Hackbert |9757 pro- |

-8

| vrdlng an overview of this first phase of the prorect

£This management planning mode| was taken from Stufflebean (1971).

4
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Instrument development, The second phase of the project was the devel-

opﬁ?n of the lnstrument 't0 be utilized in conducting the survey. This
development process “described ‘in Section 2.2, involved four tasks, the
first of which was construction of initial questionnaire. An interview/

questionnaire model was designed and field tested in conjunction with a

~ review panel of Anerican Indian professionals from Oklahoma communities.

Y

Initial indicator questions of benefit‘fb aaultjlndians were, identified

and from these an initial questionnaire was constructed, This question-

naire was designed fo be non-repetitive, easy to adninister, and provide
for the measurement of a range of performance levels.”

¢

Once tha |n|t|a1 questlonnalre was desfgned, three testlnq and f|nal|Z|ng

steps were: taken, The lnstrument was pretested for validity and reliabil-

, ity, It was then field tested and rewritten tice utilizing the ¥ield

interviewers, who were at the time, members of the community being surveyed

and responsible for administering the questionnaire effectively;' The

final instrument was then utilized to sonduct a pilot survey amchg adult

basic education classes,

07
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‘Identification of respondents an intervieiers The third phase of the

research project managzment s the |tentif|cation of responden 5 and

interviewers, - This phase IﬂVOind contattlna tribes and trival offIC|ais

at a serigi of meﬂtiigJ heid across-the state talking with some 3 tribes,

individually and in intertrizal councils, on’ 40 diFferent occasions. ° At

these and following meeting:) tribal participation was secured through a

formal letter of endorsement, recommendations: for interviewers ang per

v

_mission to sampie tribal membership lists. As discussed in Section 212,

these tribal lists were then utilized as source, or frame, from which a

10 percent randon sample oilbotentiai respondents was drawn. This sample

was later divided into "chunks™ on a geographical baéis.

Whiie tribes were BSSIthnO tﬁt Adult Indian [ducation Proiect in identi-..

fying re%pondents field |nterV|ewer trainees were re1ruuted and selected.

hs Section 2,42 details, these interyiewers dere then trained during

special 1y constructed training prograns utilizing training materials
and a complete training manual de5|gned specifically for Native American
interV|euers. Once trained, the field interv.eweis were given initial

lists of iespondeits to contact and after a week of |nterV|ew|ng, returned

to the training site to discuss their experiencec in |nterV|eW|ng to insure

that 1] data collecting activities were going smoothly.

>
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- ‘Data col lection, Actual data collection was the fourth ‘phase of the project. |Initially the actlvitles
of. The Frels |nterV|ewers were publicized through dndian and pther communrty newspapers and an infro-
ductory letter was distributed to respondents to prepare them for the field interviewer visit'and the ..

‘ project's purpose,
| | ¢
o Freld Interviewers traveled to the respondent H home s many. as fou;” tines in an attempt to contact the
b

re5pondent and, once contactlng them explarned further the survey's purposes and, with the respondent's
permigsion, conducted the survey interview, Field interviewers recorded the interviews accororng to
f' procedureC outlrned in the field interviewers training manual and also recorded time, mileage, mi%cel~
| aneous expenses and the results of all attempted contacts evén ones |n which no interview s con-

L} /

. ducted, This data was then marled fo the Norman of ficeon a weekly-basis,

/ |
b . ‘ '
v ) Al Wt
- i/ b N i .

<
- g%afreld interviewers coordrnated their act|V|t|es with the project office in Norman tncludrng obtaining

&

“and returnrng materials, respondent names and completed interviews. In coordinating wrth the field
‘ |ntervrewers the Field Coordrnator attempted to contact field interviewers on a bi- weekly basis, dis-
p cussrng with them any problems they were having and provrdrng any a55|stance they|%Feded in locatrng

: jrel
and compuetrnn survey: interviews.

“The final phase of data collection involved the desjgn an'd execution cf‘data.hendling-procednres'ln the a
Norman offlce, lncludlng cpnflrming'completeness‘of.pompletéd interdiews "processing payments for inter-
views and mrleagé and maintaining records on the stgtus of drstrrbuted reSpondent names and conducted

: |nterV|ews. Once the completed questlonnarres had been received and processed they were then reddy .

v ‘
for the fifth phase of the project.. o o .
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p Data reduction and analysis

]

This fifth phase involved- data reduction and analysis

%3

design. The first task-associated with this phase was the design of -2 format for (/,/’
data reduction; in other. words, the information frdm}§ copleted .questionnaire was

reduced t¢ a'numerical code which were then put on computer cards., Initiallr,
optical scannlng sheets were utrlrzed to record the information from completed

questronnarres and an |nstrument code book (ppendix 7) was constructed detail

lng the codes utllrzed in this data reducf&\n process, After an initial group of
\ .
\’I .

completed rnterVIews were coded, processed and put onto computer file, the data was

"then checked for accugacy, The results of this testrng unfortunately ylelded a deci-
. N . \ o '
RE .

€L

sion t0 abandon optical Scanntng procedures and proceed to a more controllable but
fore tine- consumlng,~manual coding and keypunching procedure,
‘ - ‘ ‘ -d) . ‘ \

This decrsron meant the data reductidn, analyais and codlnp formats had to be rede-
| signed,

A keypunch . ormat, and procedures for manual coding were also requlred
(also shown in Appendtx 7.

The |nstrument code book and analysis formats were
reconstructed to reflect the updated reductlon and analysrs ormats and edrtrng pro-

gram< were developed to |dent|fy potentral data reductlon errors

The last task then assocrated with data reductron and analysrs desrgn was the actual

reducrng and edrtlng of the completed interviews into computer aceessitle data through
c_;hng, keypuochrng.and_ethtrngwoﬁ*data—and—trnaldpeload|ng that Ga[a onto computer
- files

W

- 10y
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| Throughout the proleet actrvrtres and methodology assorrated with the research were documented. As

harssenrnatrng the research results was the tash renarnrng for he completlon of the analysrs and re-. "

Analyéls’and reporting results, The final phase of the project ws the analysls and repgrtlng of‘pro~

jeet results, ?lnitiallynthe data was analyzed utilizing (l) an ‘analysis cf frequencies, (2] the scor-

Jing of lrteracy items, and (3) the constructron of lrteracy indiges in each of four topic areas (ro

sume e educatron health educatron occupat ional education and *legal educatron) ard Four skrll areas

- (computatron newspaper readrng, sign readrng and the completron of forns). The data vas analyved

further by cross- tabulating and assocratrng personal, socral trrbal and employment f&otOla With ||t-

" eracy and educational attainment, These results were also compared ta data prevrously Outa.ned from
-btrrbal, state athnatlonal research. Further, survey 'data s rompared with data from the prlot study
“ofsthe Adult Basic Educatron (A.B.E, l mit,”

the broject neared completron a-project overview wab drafted to provide an initial outline for the

| ‘-frnal report Meetlngsruere scheduled With trlhal ofriclal to review these preliminary results and
. dISCUSS 155Ues assocrated with the |rterpretat|on of the resul Utrlrurnn thrs documentatron the

,results of the statrstreal analysrs and the suggestions of the trrbal offrcrals the frnal report Was

drafted “This report uas then printed and distributed to Sponsors, tlrbes and other rntertrrbal and

educatronal organrzatron)volved in the educatron of adult Indreu.

!

1
A ¥

porting phase of thrs survey of functronal lrteracy among adult Indrans in Ollahoma Preliminary

results uere publlcrzed anong trrbes state and nat fonal organrzatrous The prelrmrnarv results and -

. an overyiew of the'progeg,ewas presented at the National Indian Educutron Association conventlon in

late Septeqber in Albuquerque New Mexrco and at the mrddle of Decemher 1976, this report Wa

disseminated’ to tribes, state “and natronal organrzatrons

[



3.32 Public Relations . oo _ )
§ ) -

¢ &3

. iy :
During the flfteen month duration of the Adu]t indian Educatlon PrOJect

"

Y~ - the admlnls rative staff publlclzed the project's efforts among several
orgdnlzatnons likely to ut|1|ze the resu]ts of the research cnce completed
Prevnously ment|oned were sponsors tribes and 1ntertrlba1 organnzat*ons
serving as components of the project's institutional affullarnon in \>\\\\\
addltxon letters were ;eht‘to\mgmge£e of ‘the American Indian Po]lcy ' ™~

-,

Rev»ew Comm15510n ,Task Forces. Also, a- booah\gas set up at the 1975 -
— .
Nat»ona. Indian Education- Assoclatlon Convention in Oklahoma Clty and

]etter& were sent ‘to those conventlon partlclpants requestxng moFe—~in-
—

- formation about the- ‘project.

Pl
L]

On the tribal and state-level several artlc]es concernnng the Adu]t

lnd»an ?ducatlon PrOJect were |ncluded in the new<1etter publlshed by

the Amerncan Indian Instltute,and dlstrlbuteg w»ue]y among those persons:

and organlzatlons working in.a varlety of lndlan sérv:ces. The, mo;t fun-
damenta] public relations effort, however was. conducted by the fleld )
‘:nterv:ewers themselves a¥ they Wbrked w1th members of- the communltles : .
o : Lin which they lived. The interviewer's enthusnasm for the ,project and s
;:“ . _ the prOJect s reputatlon |n°the communities across the state.were criti-

< hd

cal factors in the prOJect 'S success.

FRIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



PLI

" Adult Indian Education Project -
‘Norman, Oklahoma 1976 .-,

° ‘ -
- j . . e - R
B “ ,
. . FIGURE 401 . o : .
[\ /J : . ) . ! ) ® »
. —~ . . e . ° .
COMPONENTS OF THE ANALYSIS PROCESS OF SURVEY DATA - : o .
' 2 K4
Component A Component B Component C !
4 . <
Anzlysis of Social Factors .+ Analysis of Educational Factors : Analysis of the Relationship
i - . o . between Social Factors & Educational Factors
“. : N4
Personal & Socia! Characteristics - Educational Attainment BRI - Personal & Social Characteristics )
* 5’ ffribal Characteristics Functional Literacy : ' Ed'u:c’ational Factors
1 . . ’ 1 ol
) Indicamg& Item Analysis
] o ‘
Indexes'& Competency Levels . .
Employment Characteristicsﬂ_._, o T - L ) Employment Characteristics .
R Q - I d
. ‘ L Y '
. - ‘ “ to W T e :
L \\\ R " R R - ‘.;.ﬂ . . : o -
. . - o . . 3 ¢
. \‘\ B . . ) . - i "
\-,'L . " . '
R W . . } + s

. v 7

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




‘o

: : " CHAPTER 4 e

L - RESULTS . o
Thls chapter presents the. f|nd|ngs of the survcy of llteracy and educa-
tion among adult Indians in the state. of Oklahoma. lnltlally, this in-
volves a review .of survey contacts and conducted |nbervxews Flgure L-01
outlines ‘the main categorles of analysns Data is presented descr|b|ng

the characterlstlcs of the adtlt American lndlan in 0k]ahoma Personal

. social, trlbal and employment, Fo]low:ng ‘this, the results of the assess-

ment of llteracy and education are reviewed and descrnbed in detall SO as
to present a fairly comprehensive p|cture of the present educational
status of this Indian communlty . These results are mpgred both to -
prevnous scudles at the.\aélonal level and tope1ﬁffof€:::d?\cq\ducted
.among a non-Indian popu]gtlon ana]ly, th|s chapter assesses the ‘edu-
‘cational needs. of the adu]t lndlan in Oklahoma as they.are associated
with other factors such as persona], soc:a] trlba].and emplo&ment con-'
ditions. , : : e S B

&+ o e

4,1 Interview. Contact and Corpletion Rates

BN

v .

s
N

4,11 Contact Attempts
The data collection phase of the Adu]t Indlan Education Pr0Ject survey,,
took p]ace over a six- month perrod from March 1976 through August 1976

and involved 19 teral groups representkng 70 percent of the adult Indian

. popu]atlon in the state. Respondents |ncluded in the study. reslded with-

RN

wln Ll countles across the state, .Intervncw\rs attempted to contact 1418

potentna] respondents sampled from trlbal rollu,'trylng as many- as four

/ contart attempts, per respondent (for a tota] of 2]67 actua] contact *

attempts): - toL

“

I « * o .
‘Not ' in the sample, Of the 1418 potential respondents, 533 or 37 6 per-

cent were not . in the net samp]e because the‘name or address lxsted on,

L

the tribal membershlp list was no longer accurate. As Table 4-02 below

A |-
be T o -
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‘shows, 3.6 pgrcént.of tHe 'potential respondents had deceased since the
‘tribal membership list had been composed. “of thosglﬁot in the sample
:21.9, perceht had movad,A9;8 percént were listed at an address that no
longcr'exiﬁwed‘and 33 households no ]dnger‘had an adult trjbal member

in residence. ®

* " TABLE 4-02
e "FINAL RESULT OF‘CbNTAtT ATTEMPTS
- © - Not. in the Saﬁple . 3 L.
~ / . Nt P 2 i )
Deceased ol ‘ 5] 3.6 .
Maed, . ' . 3100 - 21.9
NQ.Such-Address '_7"] . S 129 ‘9,8 .
No.Eli;iblé Respondent - : 33 . 2.3 |
533 - 37.6
r { 7
e ::- R In- the Sample. -
- . ’ L . o ‘ ' i % of - )
o I N Z Sample "
- Comp]e;ed (nterviews .o 689 K ?8.6 ' 77.9
Re fused A . 80 5.6 940
gPermanently Uﬁguitable for S !
Interview (Hospitalized, S . . o
Incarcerated, Retarded etc.) T 2,9 - 4.6 ..
Not" at.Home (with % contact e I SR
attempts) - 75. v 5.3 _8.5
s 885 62.4 -+ 100:0
TOTAL -~ =-JT78 700.0 - . -7
) - N ) - .
' . i E \\‘ . I Adult Ingian Education Project
o R “ ' - _ Narman, Oklahoma 1976
.U,.."v‘j- . " | | .‘. _ 1 1’8 \. . ‘:9‘ ‘ - A_‘ . X 5
0 g ’ . © " 80 .
- s ki, , . < . . -
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.

in addition to those, figures shown, an additional 2.6 percent included
in- the sample had actually moved but were abje to be located by the field
‘interviewer. Consequently, a tota] of 40.2 percent of tne adult indlans -
listed en tribal membership lists are llsted‘at an address that is'no
longer correct. This was not surprlsung in view of the fact that most of

the trlba] membership lists from whnch the respondent names: were taken were

s s

genera]]y from L to 15 years o]d R L _ .

; . : “ ! . ; . ( . T - . ‘ P’

o In the sample-» The net sample for this survey |ncluded 885 adult Indians

and represented T. 8 percent of the tota] sample frame. Seventy-five ) ' -

potential respondents or 8.5,percent_of the.net sample were not contacted

-because they were either not at home or temporarily unavaflable.even-aften

four contact attempts; 4.6 perCentmofothe respondents in the net sample
%: " were permanently unsuitable for interviewing due to hospitalization, in- . -
' carceration, mental retardation'Or other similar condition- 80 of the
people contacted, or 9 percent of the net sample,, refused to be. |nter-
viewed, generally due to lack of winterest or time. Actual |nterV|ews
were conducted with 689 respondents which represented abcut 78 percent ' 1 i L
of the net samp]el, Each interview took an average of- 35 -minutes to

complete. Eleven respondents declined to’ answer the 1|teracy portion

‘of "the survey. ., - o . o A °
. 2 ! . . Lo . - ’ ] v, . . . . b
\ . 3 . N . A . L - Lo . . 5
i\\§\Ks‘deeu§sed it Addendum B,. there, were an estimated 63,430 adult American
Al -« . .
Indians w1tn7n\tne\§fate\oj Oklahoma. .Using these figures, each of the. . N

689 pgople interviewed |n the\surVEV\oﬁ\personal socfa[ and tribal char-- ~

* acteristics represented 92.1 adult Indians in t erstate cf Oklahoma.

Each of the 678 persons completing the survey of literacy rep
o A .

93.6 adults. ° o : . . o

4.12 Success of Contact Attempts , ' ‘ L

*Town-size "esponse rate. Table 4-03 shows the contact-and interview’

® results amoﬁg persons living in different sized towns. A dramatic*dif-
ference can be seen in the results obhtained among. peaple in towns wrth

less than 100,000 as compared to people that live in towns of 100,000

. .
R - ) . N . '

. 81 .‘ , "y

A%
t

E . o 119 o ° |
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L "or more. For {h% purposes of this study, thta was the division between
tne rurul and the urban population, Completed interviews were obtained
in approylmateny 50 percent of the contact attempts made among people
llVlng in towns of varlous 'sizes under 100,000, However, only 28 per-

ce nt of the contact attempts yrcfa—ﬁ——ompleted lnterV|ews among’ people

1rvnng xn towns of 100 ,000 or more

P ., " o
4-(/1,.' N T ¢ : o

e . : pletlonnrates wasvfuund as mxght be expected in thc dramatic Wncreasc>
“In the numbcr of pﬁrsons who were not- able)to be contacted because they
© had moved or because the~address at which theygmere ‘listed’was no lorger
a correct address. Th|s situation uas foUnd in approxlmately 26 percent’
" of the adult lndlans 11v1ng in towns of 25 000 or less, and among 36 per-
cent of the adult Ind1ans living |n town sizes from 25,000 to 100,000.
’)¢ S However, almost 58 percent of the adult lndlans llstlng as llv1ng in:

towns of IOO 000 or more had relocated As mlqht have been expected

-oﬁ—people—l4v;ngrﬁ%+—hargc1 townsTwas clearly 'ndlcated
- yro_'/‘ It was also found to be somewhat more dlfflCUlt to lqcatc Treld |nter-

vuewers in the urban areas (Oklahoma City and Tul a):

Interviewer effectiveneas The’e?fectiveness of efch of the ?ield inter-
viewers was analyzed |n terms of contact - résponse and complemion‘rates
Overall §1.6 percent of the adult Indians included ‘in-the net sample were
. actually contacted 85,1 percent of those conLacted agrecd and were_ able
‘to respond to the . |nterv1ew, and 89 0 .percent of the - completed 1nterV|ews
were fully completed.x Appendxx 3- 5 shows th the results of thlS anal-
ysis varred widely among |nterv1ewers.l The number of respondents each
lpﬂ' ) | of the Adult IndﬂanfEducatjontProject (A.1.E. P ) fleld :ntervnewers
a 4ttempted to coﬁtact.widely varied also, but:this factor itself did not”
seem to have a notlceable Influence on the contact, response or‘comple-
'.;'tlon rates. - i ' : - . | BN

. E &
. . : - ~

k,

Contact effectiveness. As - part of the. attempt of thlS project.- to clari-

=P

nfy~|ssues and procedures associated with this klrd of survey for those
trlbes or other fndian organlzatﬁbns interested in contan|ng thlS

: l.83 ” » A 5.

\) o X s 7 e . . . . S ; . L
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‘ TABLE ‘b0 °
PERCENT OF CONPLETED INTERVIEWS OBTAINED
FOR EACH éON\TACT ATTENPT BY TOMN-S.2E |
| - Town=size -+
3 A ‘ ‘ o . v ", . .
Clontact -y 100t0 < 2600t SI00to. 10,000 t0 25,000 o 100,000
MAetempt. 2400 5000~ 10,000 25,000 99,900 and over
First ) 5.0 519 49,0 L S
W ) ‘ ) o : ' | fol; “
3 ' \Seco‘q,d 388 18,6 43,5 31,7 55,'6 3.3 :
Tt T | %A shg A 33 288 s
o Four‘th“ | © ko9 \' 5"9~ . — 076 | .'6. B 0.0 ‘
v | A zrf:\ 7, ]

- Adultindian Education Project
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_N . ‘research, a. analysis was undert:ken to examine th. most effective utili-

, \ zation of field interviewer effcris. Briefly stated, this analysis

| showed 1L SR T oot T TR
v+eh€v~wne~f&fst,otmthe5second-cchfzunaﬁu&empg. In addition, of all con-

were-obtainedsdn

.tacts t-at did require a third or fourth attempt, only 31 percent‘reéulted
. in a com*‘eted lnterV|ew.' Eighty-seven (87.2) percent of the namc: and

\ address |'accurac1es were d|scovered on the first contact attempt. As

'\ Table h ok >hows, the- actual effeetlveness of ut|112|ng a third and. fourth
\contact ettempt varies among town size. 5 '

~ 4

bt3 Resction and com -

4.13 'Reaction and Comments on. the Intervjew o

. Rl
\ B ‘ -

ield interviewers were instructed to briefly list ald reactions they
_had te the -espondent and the interviewing situation.shortly after;}bey
\f\\ completed the interview. This information was written oh the queetion-
.nai e ntself in a sectfdn entitled Thumb-Nail*SkeEch Appendhx 4-11
provides a summary of these reactions and the frequency of thelr occtir-

rence. In addjtlon, fleld |nterV|ewers were asked to record a]l comments .

by the respondents to the interviewing process or any partlcular
jon and to list any comments they had about the way in which-the .

re po dent had answered the questlons A.summary of these comments is '

-




o
4.2 "Characteristics of the Adult Indian .in 0%]ahoma

g Q.21~ Personal ‘and Social

. As discussed in Section 2. 23, the persona] and socnal factors surveyed
-as a part of the A, I E. P included: sex,. age, ‘marital status, oounty
and town of ‘residence and organi,z'ational invo]vemenj‘. In addition', the
survey examined the extent to which the adults wer:\e

‘courited as part of
"the 1970 census. o . '

v’ .
‘Sex, age and marital status. Forty four and six- tenths mupment

,of the adult Indian populatlon in the state of Oklahomamm and
M spercent Wel‘em as indicated by th|s survey. Table <06 shows

“

the age dlstrlbutlon of thls populatijon, Thls.table shows a fairly

~equa1 dls-trlbutlon among age groups. The range of ages was. from 18 toE\
_ 02 although the number of respondents interviewed over 70 was’ dramat- l‘
a | ically IOWer then for other age groups. Thnre were approximately the |

same number -of men and women among the various age qroups though there‘

7

” we re

=-s: -----.....---.....:.—u..mm. : among those persons |nterV|ewed who

. were; between YCTuminbtupmmnsnnis. ' ..

-

. . .. 'I‘ PN .
. The'la'rg,e'st group .of those people interviewed were married, 60.1 percent. .
Table 4-05 shows a complete distribution of- re'spondents' marital status,

Y Lt s . P ’

~ ' I L TABLE 4- os - RS

n

RESPONDENT‘ S MAR I TAL STATUS‘

Y

2 A\
o \‘n'~

7: -
42-,.
.

3 -)'? ’\'{ . ° Bt \ ' N ol.t. ot S .
A '. Marrl'ed Lo , ML 60.1
- /’T; Separated. o . 29: 2 4,2
\ " Divorced - - 56 8:1
7 ] Widowed T o 94 C13.6 .
\s,? . Never Married . . : 89 - " 12.9
. No Answer _ _1 1.0 -
Total . - L . 689 . 100.0

. . . o Aduit Indian Education Pro;ect
Y ‘ - . 36 ", Norman, 0klahoma1976 .
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-,__ EE ’_ " TABLE. 4-06 J VP(.\—. Lo

% . ) . -
* .

"DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS AGE

- ) . K o i - oL J 3 . ’ g;},- .-» ot v. B . '
| | o . S Lumulative:
~Frequency - Percent _ Percent =

o

\ - 3
> Years

7.5
17.1
26.3
35.1
4k
53.6 °
62.1 -
67.8

16 -""20 - 19
21 - 25 o 63
“ 26300 . - 6o
n-3 gy
36 - 40 , S
BT I
46 -50 58
51 -55 B YA L

— V1 W N VN1 — & N O\

| 56 - 60 - 45 : . ThT
Joee s C B2
66 =700 T ke 7 90.3

-y
76~ 80 e 7
. - Bl-8 - . g
86 - 90 S 6
91 - 95 .
._OVer 95 -

94, 5
T 9ra
s
994
99k,
100.0

— N £ N 00 ON UN.00 W W 00 W W o~

‘oo o
(oS =TRE V- IR . NI N

. age not given -39 v

| 689.‘“ ' . ]00-0 ‘ )

. Adult indian EJucatIon Project
Norman, Oklahoma 1976
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e In those tribes ‘involving respondents taken from a household membership
o list, there were an average of 1. 8 adult Ind|ans ellglble to- be |nte—- )
- /
o 'Vlede residing in the’ household R -//
' ‘ ' . LT oy

+ ~ Town-size and oO\nty distribution,

wlthln which the cdult Ind|ans in Oklahoma re51de o

2

<1

if%ownShe —
| %//////
.-' //////

:Under 2,500
2,500-5,000
©5,100-10,000
10,100-25,000
25.100-99.900
100,000 & Over

v

Unknown

N

0 10' ,

oo

L HGURE407
DISTRIBUTION QF, RESIDENCES BY TOWN SIZE

Flgure L- 07 shows the S|ze of town

)
/////////////////////ﬂ
Iy,

///////////////

i)

20
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',Towns of less than 100,000. populatlon (the flrst flve categorles listed)

were considered to -be rural(or town resndences

Slnce the population

flgures used for sthis -survey were’ ‘those o? the actual town SlZe rather than -

'statlstlcal metropolitan service areas (SMSA's)

were the only areas considered as urban areas.

the survey respondents living.in these urban areas.

Tulsa and. Oklahoma'CIty
There were’ 4.5 percent of -

fThls is somewhat lower

than was reflected in the samp]e frame (ll L) as shown in Appendlx L-01.

~-

_ThlS'reflected the difficulty in locatlng respondents and interviewers- in

. "urban areas.

- This urban flgure is dlscussed in more detall in Addendum B

W|th|n the. five, categorles hsed ‘to break down’ the town size- residence of

the rura] ‘and _town populat:on; by far the liargest percentage of people .

resnded in areas havnng less than 2,500 peop]e

8

128

NS



FIGUPE b~ 03

‘ u o e COUNTY DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS
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Figure 4-08 shows the county distribution of those’beop]e completing the’
survey. The heavreetweeneenEfae*ea-ei~¢ad*aawpapuhah-nn within the sur-

vey was in the

QN . DN " It should
be noted that because eumn4nwbe5mehoso~&emn0&wpa££¢gu§uu in the survey,

the. distribution shown for this survey was not |dent|ca] with the actual
distribution of the Indian populatlon wlthln the state as shown by BIA

flgures

B

~

' Courfted by Bureau of Census. 'RespOndents were asked. whether.er.nét they

had reported themselves as an Indlan on the 1970 census. As the tab]e
be]ow shows, about’ two- th|rds of the respondents |nterV|ewed responded .
s to thls questlon and about 13 percent “of those who did respond d|d not.
' know or did not remember whether they had reported themselves as an
Indlan. “Thoseé people who d|d remember included GQEQMpil-th who geaorﬁud
{_ S that thg@gne#e#noﬁﬁcaﬂﬂme"; : e

: mnrrored in the dlscrepanC|es in popu]atlon estlmates shown in Addendum B.

,

This flgure is

. _ o o TABLE L4-09 ¥ -
. \\\ o RESPONDENTS REPORTED AS AN INDIAN ON*THE 1970 CENSUS
' N v v > _ Percent Pereent,Who
Response o frequency Responding: Remembered+
| iYes T, 322 . 70.3 ~ 80.7
TN s T e8¢ 193
B Don't know f\\ ’ _ f:“ 59 . 12.9
Questlon not ask d; 95 . _ .
_— .-_No_answer o ¢ 1136 .
Total | 689 . 100.0 100.0
*N=l458 ' '+N=399 ' Adultlndlan Education Project

Norman, Oklahoma 1976

.An analysis was run'tp“dete_ ine whether thoseapeop]e who were excluded

~ from the 1970 census count, had lower Indlan b]ood quantum and therefore
were perhaps more likely te reponrt themselves as non-Indlan.L As Table
L-10 indicates, this was clearly no~\i£e case, . There was a falrly equa]
ss

d|str|but|on for the responses acro lood quantum, Inaddition it

’. ) ' . .90
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b - . TABLE 4-10.
\’ i 2 ’)a,-
i . RESPONDENTS REPORTED AS AN INDIAN ON THE 1970 CENSUS . |
/ /7 By BLOOD QUANTUM S |
. o : . . L .
< 3 )2 /4 Less Row -
. VI to 4/4  to 3/h4 to 1/2 than )/4 Total i
Response - % L % 9 % . % % : &7
JYes 28,9 13.0 o~ 15,2 18.1 24,8 - 100.0
No ©033.8 . 12,2 ¢ 16.2 . 2.2 25.7 .- 100.0.
| Don't Know  27.] 5.1~ 5.1 254 . 137.3 7 100.0

Adultindian Education Project
Norman, Oklahoma 1976

shouid be kept in mind that most of the respondents had been listed on °
tribal membershlp iists probabiy well before the time of the 1970 census, "
whtch |nd|cates the|r ddentification with the Ind|an communlty ’

. ) L
. .Two possible interpretations remained " One interpretation, consistent.

> withxthe research presented |n Section 2. 31, suggested that N&btuo-Anonﬁ

.-Q'_(

veans—weve-monaube&htantntoﬂpa&L$pra&ewandmpmov¢de»accurate-responses
for research Jbeing done. by someone (| e., Bureau of census)aﬂnrweswnu!

ikimumnqﬁnwrﬂﬂwrwhmiﬁmrﬂﬂﬂﬁ‘uan? The second interpretatlon was that a

o In examining this second interpretation further, researchers working on
this survey sought out the experience of other Indian and non—Indian
researthers w1th|n the state, The genera] |mpre55|on of the researchers
contacted was that. the Bureau. of Census acknowledges the lnadequacy of
the census StatISthS for the Indian community. However,_even beyond, H
this, a rsufvey by. an. Jndian rights organization for one of the ‘counties
in Oklahoma shortly. after -the 1970 census indicated that, for’ that - .

county, . there was a 250 percent error in the reported Indian-population,*

% Actuéiltigures provided by the Til]man Countyglndian Rights Association
sindicated over 860 American Indians in Tillman County in 1971 whereas -
Bureau of Census.showed 233 in that county in 1970.

o -

"9L
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\ o The major reason given for this d|screpancy was the Indlan people were T
DR JUSt not counted in.the cepsus. They were never contacted by a census

~person, and if contacted by mail, often d|d n8t complete and return/the :
~ census form because, it was not viewed . as re]evant to the|r own interests.
Though the dramatic d|fference in the count of - Amerlcan Indnans reported
_ . "in Tillman County was not Lnd¢cated statewnde,,~ there were clearly far
. more Indian. in the state_than available figures indicated.‘.A more de-

tailed discussion of population estimates can be found in Addendum B.

~

Organlzatlona] afflllatlon. Respondents were asked to list community and

T organlzatlonal groups with Wthh they were afflluated and their interests .

. L@nd hobbies. The responses to these questnons and the frequency.of' the
response are llsted |nqupend|xes 4- 08 h 09, and L-10. An: ndex of . _
respondent |nvolvement was constructed based on number of COmmunlty, organ~-
izational. and, tribal groups in which the respondent was .involved. Up to,
two responses ‘for each of these questlons were recorded Therefore. the oY
index of |nvolvement contalned values from O to 6. Table 4-11,.shqwn

¥ L4
- below, indicates the Fesults of this analysis.

N a
i e

TABLE 4-11

INDEX OF RESPONDENT “INVOLVEMENT IN TRIBAL
AND COMMUNITY onGANlﬁATLoNs‘Q'

‘ ’ .. .
> 1 ’ § . t?g\_

e | h

. Number of ' : : . P -
"~ Organizational - . . _ Cummulative
Involvements Frequency - Percent : Percent’
0 B 208 30.2 go.z |
B 1 229 . . 33.2 .7  63.4 "
: R 2 139 20.2° 83.6
" 3. _ _ 65 - 9.4 ~ 93.0-
L. " % 39 ~ 5.7 ‘ 98.7
_ .5 A 8 1.2 . . 99.9
. 6 : : 1 0.1 100.0
b . . ' . 8 , _
.. Totai - 689 , . . . 100.0’ |
. . : ' ( ’ . ‘ &
B ‘o . 4 [ e .
¢ = . v . / : ' .~ AdultIndian Education Project
: : - ' /1 3 3 . o Norman, Oklahoma 1976
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4,22 Tribal Characteristics v o ' ' S
_ . . ‘/— o - I ) "‘;\_v'~t‘
Comtact results among- tfibes. Table 4 13 shows the results of contact e, -ffﬁ
: ‘ Moz
attempts and completed |nterv1ews among the 19 tribes partlclpatlng |n N ool
this survey Overall, the numbe- of reSpondents from within tach trtbe - %ﬁaFl
v partlclpatlng in this state survey was generally, equal to the ratio, of . >f?(Th
° . . e
persons in that tribe to tfe Indian population in the state ‘as a4 _
whole. Under three percént of the respondents reported a tribal affilla-bl
tion different from the one from which tneir name was taken. ‘ ‘a<§
1 . . 4 /-
Blood Quantum Table b-12 shows the results of the survey question asklng ,'&
the respondent how much Indlan "b160d they have. - B o I _}%
| ] J ) .0 . ’)‘
e TABLE 4-12 -
_ BLOOD QUANTUM HOW MUGH INDIAN BLOOD? B
T T e L ,h - R R
Blood 6uantum \ ' N : P . -
bk T 268 . 39.7
©o bbb 6 9.8 3
1/2 to 3/4 . 100, b8 _
Less than 1/4 . : o102 .- 15.1° T ; S ’_ﬁ
Don't Khow i' . e 6, - /
No -Answer  ° . - 8 - - T R "'\\
’ . 0 R 4 e . o
Total _ . .689. . _ 100.0 - . o
“xN=675 o T
. Adultindlan Education Project
el T - . _ o Norman, Oklahoma 1876

!

Each tribe was'allow i to peclfy who among their Ind|an people they con-

'SIder trlbal members and thus potentlal respondents for ‘the .purpose: of this

) study. In_severa« cases, membershlp l.sts included members who_could,have»léss

o | 93
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- . m - i
3 12 . . L
2 . . . .
o . : . than one-quarter Indi
S le me m o @ o ° _ e=q ter, an blood in that
é A A A4 o N b=t tribe. Consequently, these people
! . . 1 -~ .
e A were ‘included for. th|s survey though
e} 5 . . " N Y
;' %z ¥ Qe~ oo~ jl % the Bureau of Indian Affairs excludes
| o - ©
* K ‘ L them from Bureau services. However,
S .
3 . as this-table indicates, nearly 80 '
A - percent of :those persons surveyed
g o g ‘ had one-quarter Indlan blood or more.
‘ ‘E %E e T N - o | © In short, this Indlcated the -adults
2Lt 7@ o~ — within the Indian community being
" O’ ; ’ R : ° . o . ;
Mo f- served by the tribes are for the -
’ n ) ° .. . . .-. . ¢
: . most part members.of the Indian com-
o ] . munity even according to the more
Seef. 0 3 ® o & A © < stringent ‘blood quantum definition.
w - 3] -, - —|7 o : . . .. e . .
u . . S Again, these issues are discussed in
= o A ©  more detail in Addendum B. = - .
) ~r ~ ~ o — O - \-r’ 7n) . L : .
Kel-4 o~ —~ —~ (32l —~ o]
= : p 0. ", .
B As Table k=14 shows, the percentage’
. v . , - of Indian people with varying degrees
g0 ’ of Indian ancestry at least among the
“zc',’ : % © 4 g4 9 g l oy tribes in Oklahoma was not very :
wy
G different within dlfferent age”
. groups. : . )
tfe \ :
e 'U . R N, -
o In] : . C,
- 1 : Indian spouses. \l-_\s}entioned in
E 0w ~ 0 0 o~ e NS 3 0 Co ; N :
3 "’§ A 3 Section 4.21, 60 percent of the
& Toe -
B . o . -
< ~ respondents were married. Fifty-one
percent (51.6) of these married
R respondents were married to Indian
spouses, 47 percent of whom were mem-
. 0 » .
g bers of the same tribe as the
. . ot o "
-~ respondent. , >
. o - . ,
\ o |5
he 2 |
‘ © |
| & : g ) 59_5..
) P &= |SE. \
> 0 ’ ER-X]
o ® i D '
. N3] o . ws -
Q IS ] - (3] cx
I A O B | |
¥ T - - B T T R £§ 95 o,
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©
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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(TABLE 4-14" .
DISTRIBUTION OF BLOOD QUANTUM BY AGE GROUPS
(Percentage Within Age Group) _ ‘ .
Respondent s SRR " 3/t 1/2 to l/h_to‘ - Less . Row
“Age b/ h/b 3/ 1/2 than 1/4  Total
/]8735 © - 39.1 N 9~3. 17.8 ° 13.8 _ 20.0 36; 0
years . S ' L ' - ' B
36-55 B i ‘
years. : - 58f3 ‘ 1.1 14.0 1176 - 15.0 ioo.o:
56 years | 36.6 8.3 13.7 . 19:5 22 b;" 100.0
and older e . s *2 SN y
AdultIndian Education Project = N e . . — —— -

Norman, Oklahoma 1976 .

o «

Tribal language and prefelence. Thirty-six and.two-tznths (36. i) perceng

of the adults Surveyed speak at least some of thelr tribal language

TABLE 4-15

NUMBER "OF ADULTS SPEAKING TRIBAL LANGUAGE BY. AGE GROUPS

!
FoER . ;
o \\\ S,

. . '(
* L ~  Speak \\ ,DO"NCQ o
" . Tribal | Speak Tribal Row
~Respondent's B ‘ Language Language Total
Age _ N ) % ' N ' 3 N
18-35 48 24.0 -~ 152 76,0 200
years : : .
36-55 e V. | - ‘
years ?8 . Le.1. | 103 | 53f9 191
56 yearec | - : .
and. older . 84 L3.2 110 56.7 194. ‘

Adult Indian EducationProject
ahoma 1976
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As Table -4~ IS shows, there are notlceably fewer persons ages. 18 -35° Years
who can speak their tribal Ianguage than persons older than 35.  Overall,
32. 4 percent -of adult Indlans preferred thEIF trlbal Ianguage to English;
however; among the people who were -able to speak some of their ‘tribal
language, over L7- percent preferred this language to English ‘

. 1;.,,' . : .

Sources_of information and tribal eVents Respondents were asked where

they got most of their news .about current tribal eVents The. results
)
shown below show overwhelmlngly that the prlnc1pal method of communica-

tion W|th|n the lndlan communlty was the neWSpaper and- talklng WIrh

nvpeople ' S CoaT
- o " TABLE 4-16
SOURCES OF INFORMATION ABOUT TRIBAL EVENTS
. k“T\E_ ~ First s Second ' . Total |
Source b .Response - Response N Percent*
Radio IR 43 : 25 . 68 7.9 -
Newspaper . 269 " 56 325 37.8
Television ' , -7 33 ° 104, 12.1
Talklng to People . 235 ' . 51 286 33.3
All . T 11 -2 13 1.5 =
Other o . 35 21 5% 6.5
None . . . 8 , - 8 __.9
Aduit Indlan Education Project 689 . - : ' 100.0 |

Norman, Oklahoma 1976 _ : Y2860

Respondents'also were asked what tribél events they pérticipated in.
The list of thes: tribal events' and the frequency they were indicated IS
shown in Appendlx 42 07

4.23 ‘EmpYoyment Characteristics
: }

Occupation. Respondents were asked to list their current occupation.

The list of these occupations and-the frequency they were mentioned 1is

139
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o Percentage of Respondents | N = 689"
‘ m Present Occupation

. ) P ] Occupational Aspiration
Adultindian Education Project

Norman, Oklahoma 1976
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

given in full in kppendix L-05. Figure 4 |7 shows these occupatlons

broken into Bureau of Census occupatlonal groups and the number of people

working: wuthln each of the occupatlonal groups : L

Occupational aspiration. As part of the survey,® respondents were .asked

to provide the name of the job they would most Jike(to apply for. This_". )
question then was an indicator of the respondents' occupational aspide-
tions. These have been listed in-Appendix 4-06- and are compared to actual

occupations in Figure 4-17, e

)
. <

~ Job §atisfaction and _job mobi]i_] Respondents were asked two questlons'

in the last ten years. . .

concerning job satlstactlon and JOb moblluty X ~ ' T

Q 45. Does this kind of occupatnon make full use of yoyr &rann!ng and

experience?
4

1

1. | Yes
2. No .
3. Don't know
g, No answer .
Q 46. What are the number of jobs you have held in the last 10 ’ ’
years? . o
s 3 ‘ v ‘ :
. T . A i
2, Don't know . .
3. No Answer . - ‘ o

4

. As a measure of job satisfaction, nearly thirty percent (28.8) of the

-~

respondents said their present occupation did not make full use of;their

_training. Table 4<18 shows the number.of.fobs that - respondents have held

o

°

Fami]y.inoome. The income distribution of . Amerucan Indlan famllles llving

in the state of Oklahoma is shown in Figure 4-19. The median income is

approximately $48h per month, which is equal to $5,808 per year.. This is
conslstent with figures r>porfed by the Bureau of Census after inflation

for the |ntervenang years has been taken |nto account. (U. S. Bureau of
Census, ’972) . . '

141
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, TABLE 4-18
'NUMBER OF JOBS HELD IN THE LAST TEN YEARS

b : s o . _ )
E Number of Jobs . Lo N g%
-0 s 17.8
1 : S 203 31.6

2 . | 107 16.7

3o 89 139

4-5 h | -8 12.6
6 or more B , .48 .. 1.5
Don'% know = * _ > 24

No answer _ .. 23

Total ' 689~ » ©100.0

N . . *N:GQZ v
. gt
& B
/ ..
Adult Indian Education Project
. Norman, Oklahoma 1978
) -




FIGURE 4-19

) DiSTRIéUTION OF RESPONDENT'S INCOME

Under $100
$100-199

£

" No Answer| (N =30) -

]| v
$20029907 )

| g$300399 ////////////// %/ I
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'

| nN=624 |

— 5 10 — 15
Percent of Respondents

-

' Adult Indian Education Project
Norman, Oklahoma 1976
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4.3 Educational Attainment

N

Eight qu.est~ions were asked in order to survey educational attainment
~arnqng adult _Indivans. These quéstipns me,asure'a.*tai'nment’ in two areas:
(1) extent and ‘type of-school'completed and (2) post~ secondary education
- and training A summary of the educational attainment characterlstlcs .

. of adult Indnans in, Oklahoma is shown in Flgure L-21.

o 14._3]; Extent and Typé ofilséhoofing '

T . . st . o, . “ a

" Years of school completed. .Responde'nts \overe asked to give the highest '

" . grade of school that: they had completed. Table k-20 shows the distribu-
tion of. years of school attained. Fifty-oneand seven-tenths ﬁt:S‘) .
=g of Wt—aee-of-«&k@ahm—had«aot completui
grghwsc:hm and W@ated thatxthey- weve-mlm |
graduates . Sectlon L, 51 provldes a comparison of grade compietion

. figures‘lfrom this research to those reported by the Bureau of Census.

-

TABLE 4-20

© YEARS OF - SCHOOL COMPLETED S -
'!‘\._«.,,,.? - o ' B . Cummulative
' Years of School Frequency Percent® Percent
‘ , Grades/ -4 . ' o 35. - . 5.1 . 5.1 lb‘.
Grades 5-7 . ” 57 8.3 " 134
‘Grade 8 B 9.5 2.9 -
Grades 9-11 R 197 28.8 51.7
.. High School Graduate” L 177 * 25.8 . 77.5
) Some College ," - 116 . 16..9' 94.%
Lollege Graduate +. ‘ . Lo 5.5 100.0
No Answer , , 4 —_—
Total v - 689 100.0 .
#N=685 - . +4 yea'r. program
Apuing ceaes

‘ . ' Co & B 144 '._" l




"+ YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED AND ATTENDANCE IN
CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAMS N
. . .8

College /
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Adult Indian Education Project
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FIGURE 4-21 SUMMARY OF EDUCATIONAOL CHARACTERISTICS: ' .
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' Type of certificate receiVed Another way in whlch th|s surVLy “examined

"~ high scheol completlon was by asking’ respondents what type ‘of high school

certificate they had recelved -.a hugh school diploma or .an eqU|valence
test certificate. Forty eight percent indicated” they had recejved a
high school diploma'and an additional 5.7 percent indicated that they * -

had passed a“high school equivalence te:t .This brlngs the flgure for

'thsgh school completuon to just over 53 percent but leaves over . 46 percent-

who have not recelved elther This |s compared to the 68.7 percent re-'

ported for the state populatlon as. a whole (Oklahoma State Department of
- Education, News Release, Sunday, March 18, 1973)

°

_Type of school attended Table 4-22 shows whether the respondents at-

‘ tended BIA or publuc school The maJorlty qttended public schools or
mostly publlc schools. Yet I8 6. percent did attend BIA schools

.,TTAépE hogot T

7 _TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED | - e /\ o
. . BTN oo T . 'I o -

Type of. School o "N - .
: - ’ - | ,
BIA . 106 156
] & Tos i . e D _—
Mostly BIA . ° ' ' 2 L3.1
i - ' ) ' | : : s
Both-or Neither - 152 /;////7.6 _
-———="""" Mostly Public - L ‘22 3.2 g
Public . - 8o | 70.5
No Answer , B / 8
Total - 689 - 100.0
@9 g

Adult Indian Educatlon Project T \
Norman, Oklahoma 1976 20 K

4,32 - Post-Secondary Education = ' i

Table hWZB shows a breakdown of the number of years of. colleae thCh

respondents have had and Table 4-24 shows the type of coliege degree
S

s
3

104



, - TABLE 4-23
' LAST GRADE INCOLLEGE COMPLETED
T, ‘. L e Percent.

- S | : A — . Attending
. Last Grade , Frequency Percent - _College

séﬁiqf and Déglee - 38 - 5.5 e 247

. umior . | N U S Y T SN
Sophomoréor A.A. ‘e 8 " 55 - 24.7
1y . , N - . . . : y ) .
* Freshman - ‘ .55 *T - 8.0, - 35,7

: Léss than 1 yeara“ . 2 ' 0.3 ' - 1.3

’ f uane_,u . ° -531' ; ) .77.5.. -
" No Answer () o/ _
o 4 : : e - . - o . v“— A
Total- - 689 . 100.0 . 100.0
* Adultindian Education Project - . _ »

A Norman, Oklahoma 1976 . . T ‘

\ . \ ' . TABLE 4-24 . o

1 . . .

TYPE OF COLLEGE- DEGREE OBTAINED

. - . ‘ - Percent o
. e ) _ Obtaining .
P - Typ€ of Degree =~ . - . -Frequency - - ' Degree -

Medlcal. o NS 50 " L

~

12.0°

. . ‘o e
‘\\ . . M,A. A ‘.
B.A. or B.S. 56.0 .

A.A. or Equivalent 12 : L ol

Two Years . I
Other. e A '_i. - 6.0 .%\f :
~Total - - . 50 ‘ -100.0
- '7.3% of overall pOpudat|on
32. 5% of those attendung college
Adult Indian Educahon Project N ! _ , L
Norman Oklahoma1976 i . : ' )
: 105 B : /
e ‘ : . . | o 1 4 7 | .
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o B 0 pe'cent are’ en o11ed in Okldhoma Colleges and Unlver51t|es. They comprtse' _
P ;: - h 3 pe cent of he total undergreduate enroliment in the state. ey
] R L. ) "‘v" ) , ‘ L . i .".“a. byl
~ARespbndents were asked whether Lhey had, had any other schoollng such as® '
. technlcal, vocath al, adult educatlon or C“rtlﬂUlng educatlon Of those B
. people responding, o-sald trey had iwaske _ .
gy . B 4 o
. ;' other than col]ege . i . Figure 4- 21 shows ‘a more de- e
I "_talled analysus of the educatlonal haracteristics of thls 37 percent:.*‘. .
lf‘ " Appendix h -03 pFOVIdeS\a ]lSt and erquency of the names -and types of - #1;
VA :
o other sqhoollng and tralnlng that other Pespondents attended and Appendlx
o h-04 llsts the, agencnes\or groups which provndednthat tralnlng °
o ' ‘ o . ‘
R . L] \ - ) ‘/"\'\ }‘(_:
L ? L ' '.\_‘J' .
ST ) t (-. 4 '
. \_,.‘\/ i . TLe u' -
3 : )v :’ : ,,«';
v | ‘ 8 . . ’ i
X \ . " B ! ' [ ¥ “
\ ' ! ) : - )
. (‘\,_ B ‘ Ve
N N o . 4 N \ . -
P ”\/ , . _" [y [
i '\‘l T v ’ 5 2 \“ ? f:'c
v e * S
Q) /ﬁ" . ‘
L ﬁkfw ;o ;
I ,® '
) ‘ :’ \ y . - .
oY : '
/ ’J&v o o .
& " ] - "
L_‘_'gz. '
Sl @
o
' i} P B . s
] ‘7" ‘/' . . - ‘ . . “
t W . o
. }.} ) kel - .
o .‘;‘;: . ‘ , . 1 48 N . N
i ) N 7 < 7 P
Lo s . o
. s HAT S ] 06 ) - o
. i , . 5" Z . " _ (
< I ’ . * - "Qg '

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

yobtained,:for thq§e"wh8“went“to college. ‘

4 L.
! .
-~ . . '
o .
. “ o
A - T TE * " - ., . K
" . .0 ; . . vt . . N




4.4 Functional Literacy'l e

) . : o~ Y

-t

Twenty nine |nd|cators were created tolsurvey literacy gmong the adult

- Indians in Okl ahoma. (See Appendix 2-3, ) As\dlscussed abovc in Sectlon

“1.42, the A.1I.E. P. used the term "functj onal literacy' to mo-e adcquately
) .measure I|teracy skills required of adu ts to function on a day- to-day
basis. Thesa: Ilteracy skills often inv Ived cpmprehcnslon of socual
knowledge that extended beyond mere readiing skiNl!s, As a rasult, the
: v3xnd|cators discussed below could be more approprlafeiy termed measures
of functlonal competence as they examine a varuety\of skllls neceasary

o " for an adult to be considered competent at functlom ng. wuth«n contempoYary
Lo Amerlcan society. ‘ \\

i
)

The survey was designed. in case study format, that sis, questuons were. ' /
asked from the polnt of view of a typical Native Amer-rer famuly, Joe
and EIIen Blgcrow. The Ilteracy questions referred te e/»ryday reading
materials that-were then shown to reSpondents. "An analysis of the results

3 included a reV|ew of the resuIts for these indicators and an analys's of

the Indexes composed to assess adult functlonal competence.

441 Overall analysis. . . } ‘/
o 7 A ' ' : '

Three modes of anaIysus were used'to examine the performance on Ilnerar :
|nd|cators._ These were (I) an analysus of, the |nd|vndual |nd|cators, t

"\ (2) an analysis: of overall respondent performance within each of the i q
\1teracy areas and (3) an: assessment at the competency Ieve] at which .
respondents were. function}ng ' . ' '

" . , .
" Indicators ¢ overaII Slx-hundred and sev rnty eight (678) adult Nat've

Amerucans answered the literacy portion of

adults or Rirpemname 1nd|cated that they.

see, at’ all, example read|ng s L S s

this survey. Forty-nine

or couId not

A summary of the

B

)

V
o

scores on the |nd|v1dual literacy Indlcat7 s appears in Figure 4,25, B :

B

-
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FIGL  +25 SUMMARY OF RESULTS FOR LITERACY INDICATORS
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Indexes ofiliteracy - overall. A total score for all 29 literacy indica-

tors was tébulated'for edach respondent in order to assess.his/her overall

. literacy or-functional competency. The distributlon:of these scores fis.:

e

displayed in figure'h-ge, S ' . y L f

s ’ s ' - . W

Competency.levels - overall. As part of. the assessment and analysis of the

extent of lfteracy among adult Indians in the state ,of “Oklahoma, the

overall literacy ability of the respondents was analyzed in terms of

functional competency Tevels.“ Criterion points were set“HiVidng respon= " ¢

dents into three Gbmpeténcy'groups. Those persons who were able to

A

answer correctly 80 percent of the_ihdfcafér questions were-considered

functionally literate; those persons who”were not able to answer 80 percent.

~of the, indicator questions correctly, but were able to answer 60 percent
or more, were cohsidered marginally literate; and those who'wefe not able

to answer €0 percent of the indicator questions correctly were cons idered '

fﬁnctionally'111j¢erq;e.“ The resulct of this ana}ys?s_for the ovqraTJ

literacy “scores is shown graphically by this figare. . . T

~ @

1

£ .. . FIGURE 427

@@ Functionaliy Illiterate
Marginally Literate
] Literate .

. ‘Adultindian Edutation Project -
Norman, Oklahoma 1976

-

¢

As-discussed earlier, there were four topic areas included in the survey

of fﬁnEtional~]iteracy among adult Indians in Oklahoma. These were:

- 3 : e . Voo .
occupational knowledge, consumer literacy, heatth-literacy and legal '\
literacy. ) _ E ) S ' i S i

‘ 155
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First questlons. oThe flrst two lnduca ors cnc luded in the survey was -

communlty resource ‘indicators. whlch refér to a movie advertisement from

~

"a local newspaper. » Respondents were asked to read- the name of the movie

shownng at the theater and to |dentlfy the time of the first movie show.

 The results were as follows v \‘ - -
) " Naming a movie from - \ 87.5% right
a newspaper ad \ 12.5% wrong

ldentifying time of the \‘-85;4% right. . -
first movie "show 14.6% wrong = -

\

‘Occupational knoWledge. Six indicators were created to survey llteracy

as it relates to occupatlonal know;edge (a) Respondents were shown a
cllpplng of the want-ad section of the locai pewspaper and asked two
questlons pertalnlng to those employment ads.‘ (b) Respondents were
asked, two auestlons about selecting JObS, one based on. ‘vocatioral test
scores and one based on personal and family condltlons.- (c) Op nother
questlon, re‘poncents were glven the details of how much a. member of
the case~c tudy family earned .per hour and howamany hours they worked in
a ¢ertain Wecn, and then were asked to. calculatq the weekly wages. .
(d) ¥ na]ly, the respondents were ‘asked to read a social security appli=
catlon ‘and provide the correct .nrormatlon which tould have been written

in_on one of the lines of that appl}catron, The . results were as follows:

112

158.

- : _— - . o,
| | RE " »
Mat'thing job- and per- 80 1% \right
sonal characteristics 19.9% wrong
Matching vocational test. 78.6% right' - i
" results and job ¢ 2].#% Q{ong.
Responding to heln 75 8% rrght“
wanted ads - 24,2% wrongh -
- " Determining salary,from " 82 Z.ri ht
a help wanted ad 17.7% wrong
Determlnlng amount of 35.5% right
wages ‘with overtime. 64.5 wrond
i Completing a sociai 84.1% rlgh
. security application 15. 9% wrong
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‘These results show that while around 80 percent of the adult Indiaris in

- Oklahoma were able to pérform most of the indicator tasks associated with

occupational knowlzdge only 35 percent were able to f]gure_ﬁeekly‘wages

involving overtime. The large discrepancy.in the scores was striking.

sack " FIGURE 4-28 OCCUPATIONAL LITERACY INDEX
@
T
c
Q ]
& :
£ 1601
L ',"»
0
5
2 .
E
2 80r
L ) 2 - 1 _
.20 - 1T T2 . 3 T4 . 5 6
Adult Indian Education Project Number of Correct Answers s -

Norman, Oklahoma 1876 .

Each fespondent's total Score was tabulated for all of the gquestions rela-

_ ting to occupationatl knbyyledga The gfa_ph above’ shows the results of

[y

this 6ccupational knowledge index for the aﬂult Indian population as a

whole. >

The occupational j[teracy‘sgqres were analyzed according to thrée’ compe-
tency levels using the 60 percent and 80 percent critérion poMmts dis-
cussed above: ' ' L

-

ERY

-~ n

o |
@ Functionally llliterate
) Marginally Literdte

| [CJ Literate

" Adultindian Education Project -~ 7~
Norman, Oklahoma 1976 .
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- Figure h -29 shows the division of respondents into occupat:onal knowledge

-

competence groups.

fConsumer'liferacy Eight |ndicators were constructed to survey the ex-

tent of consumer l|teracy among adult Indians: (a) Respondents were

given the cost and finance charge for an automobile and asked to figure

the nymber—of-monthly" payments. " (b) Respondents were asked to answer

\t

two questgons to help fill in blanks- on an income tax return. (c) Rnspon-
dents were asked to determine how much would Le charged to cash a check
accordinq tc a'sign displayed in a grocery store. (d) Respondents were
~asked to answer two questlons concernlng |tems shown in a grocery store
advertuse&ent from a local. newspaper (e) Respondents were asked to
total .a list of five number which were “the sales taxes paid on a certain
day. (f) Flnally, respondents were asked to prOV|de the name of an agency
who would help a member .of the case study family make sure ‘that they were

not” belng overcharged for a radio in a local store. * The, results are as

follows: *
‘ Calculating cost and . 74.3% right
finance charge .- . 26.7% wrong .
. "Cohpleting an'income tax -iéO;?%“right
return - tax tables . . 69.3% wrong )
, w Atompletlng an income tax " 30.8% right .
y : N return’- tax.credits 69.2% wrong S
. _ “:' Determinqng check cashing B 73.9% -right \\ \
o o T pOlLCY // . . 26.1% wrong S \\
o Interpreting newspaner -~ 91.0% right = I
: SR grocery/a 9 OZ wrong . \
ldentifying |tems within » 80 lZ r|ght - - .
grocery ad" - : -+ 19.9% wrong
B ) .;w; J " Determining amount paid - 48.8% right 4
o in sales tax ‘ Sl.ZZ'wrong_ ' - .
e ,,7m“'”‘w; ) Reporting agency for 71.4% right .
N consumer assistance . . . 28.6% wrong _

@ -d - . . - ! '

PR 1
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Each respondent's total score was tabulsted for all of the questlons rela-

\'l \\

il ng to consumer Ilterécy.

The graph below shows the results of this

ronsumer literacy index ftor the adult lndlaQ\populatuon as a whole.

o

.v @ 246; FlGUﬂE 4-30 CONSUMER LETE‘:RAC_.Y_.INDEX
. E . ) ) \‘\‘ ;2.
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" Adultindian Educatlon Project . Number of Correct Answers

Norman Okiah ama 1876

The consumer Ilteracy results shown 1ndzcated extreme var:a?\ons among

"8\

A ]

X

I

the dlfferent consumer questnou

Oh one hand 80 and 90 perce t of the

- adults successfully answered two of the newspaper ad questlons.

Howeve.,

1

»

only~30 percent were able to -answer either of the income tax que &lons. B
iThese two partlcular questi ons |nvolved the multiplitation of >30\§ 3,
and looking up a-Humber |n a table of numbers. ® It is not uncommon &o
'f;nd these literacy tasks ‘in other dallg consumer sltuatlons, and Indlan
adu]ts generally do not have the requlslte skllls. ‘

P

2 , o .,I o /" .
in.a closely related issue respondents were asked to add a series of

K ffve two-d}git humbers and greater than 50 percedt wéretunable to do so%

successfully. This_was'a strong and clear indicatfon that adults within "

the Indian communities'in Oklahoma lack even minimal consumer skills
such as the handl.ing-of money. It- is these consumer skills Wthh are.
" linked in the Mainstream of American soclety most directly to. acquisi-

tion: and retentlon of resources necessary for purchase of baSlC survival

neads such as food, ciothlng and shelter. 2 o S

“As shown by the Figure'beJow; 42.8 percent of adult Native Americans

-

/ . . . S s . :
- lack the skills necessary to function as a consumer within contemporary

ns

159
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American %ociety. Another 30.4 percent were only marginally competent
, at consumer skills. The consumer,l?féracy'scores were analyzed according
) ® / ' . o

to three competency levels: : o N
: . i o \\ \‘
FIGURE 4-31 CONSUMER COMPETENCY. LEVELS \'\\ b,
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_ Health literacy. Seven llteyécy_lndlcators were constructed to survey - N
; /. _ N
health li‘eracy. Responde?ts were asked to (a) identify a proteﬁn food : \\\,
~ from a food list; (b) ideAtify a sign of alcoholism from a list of pos- ' '
. sible,sigLs; *(c) providé two symptoms of diabetes (a critical health
o ) issue amoLg'American Indians); (d) identify the normal humah body tem- \
Aperature;'(e) identifytappfopriate items for a medicine cabinéf;"
'(f) ident“fy an item, which would not enéanger an unby s baby's welfére)' _
from a list of possible items; and (g) identify-én item safe for children’ - Sy
from a list of ﬁbss{ble items. , The results were as follows:. // A
: 'v\‘”i Dét%{mihinglprotein food - 63.7% right /. S '
. x : from food .list . - 36.3% wrong e /
. e . ‘, P - - ‘ o
! Selecting from list of . 69.8% right - ey L
y . alcoholism sigms . . =~ . 1'30.2%“Wrong _ .
T ldentitying signs of . 49.9% right |
k diabetes :(only one. .1% wrong /
P : o required) . ~ ‘ /
' ‘ . : ) ] R ’ ' N
_ Identifying normal human b4 1% right -
IR body temperature . . 55.9% wrong
'Jdéhtifying items in a | '87.9% right
. : .. medicine cabinet - 12,1% wrong
\ ) . c ' o . ’ . . . l o ' ¢ ‘,‘
S 180 . SR
3 _ . . ‘ o
0 ’ J S \ <
7. ! : . \
‘ e, / !




. ' o @ o . o . L o Q ‘ .,‘c ':.'.
. ' ) éaent|fy|ng items endan- . 82.0% right - J
‘ ~gering unborn baby's © -18.0% wrong .- .
b + welfare - 7 o o . : A .
% ' : ldentnfylng items safe | - 90,0% rlght o AR
for children . o l0 0% wrong =~ .

¢ -

Each respondent s total score wa§ tabu1ated for all the quest(ons rela-
; t|ng to health ]It"aCY&\ The graph below shows the results of thls '

heal*h l|teracy i ~x for 'the adult .Indian populatjon as a whole, e

L N i .
. - .

240b ' FIGURE 4-32 HEALTH LITERACY INDEX -

s
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= . Adultindian Education Project

/ < e ‘ . .
. The literacy. outcomes for. health lnteracy, even more- than consumer lit-

:_eracy, showed a broad range of . performance leveis. - Less. than half of

the adults know the normal human - body temperature or were able to" iden-

9t|fy one symptom of d|abetes (80 percent were unable to" ldentlfy two-

symptoms) - These flgures were @ shar% contrast to those smgplng that a .
'90 percent of the adults surveyed ‘could “identify |tems unsafe for chul- '
- dren. Through another indicator, nutrltlon seemed a serlous |nd|an Aealth

problem by ‘the questlon |nd|cat|nc at over 35 percen* of the adults
b d|d not "know whlch foods were hlgh protein foods. N

.

- ~.Q

-

_Figure. h -33 |llustrates that ‘a tatal .of _over 62 percent of the adults
surveyed do not have the necessary skills to respond to heal{h problems

which are of maJor concern to the Amerlcan-lndlan commun|ty.
L : 4 . ' B
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‘Legal litesacx;“§f§
- [

,The‘iﬁditatbr_quesiions iQVOIVed“réaﬁing ahd"interpretfng‘an'eqﬁépwoppqr-mﬁu ;, .

tunity notice, 3:bé§pfi¢s statement ‘from a health insurance pslicy, a
. simple apartment.leagfié?ﬁgiggggifxingfwhag?biyij }igh}s a person haé.
when ‘arrested. ' The fggdlts were as fellows: - . Ty -
. ‘ . -\s»-/-" ) «

, ’ - S ‘lhterpréting an equal ~ bhL.6% riynt
: ' ' opportunity notite 35.4% wrong

s S ,-I'ntergre.ting he_-?-lth' _ | L*7'9% '\-"i"ght.

: . ‘ insurancé’po;jcyﬁ, 52,1% wrong”® -
* ! o, "L .n':’(," . L _v* ' |. . e ) > _
: ‘.j7}(nowl'edge"}{é c‘fé.iv)_ oo 79.2% right T e
.+ ] -} - _rights when arrested. 20,8% wrong '
, R R T )
c ',‘ Interpreting apartment. - < 81.7% right .

- p 8, f\; . '. . . .‘. ‘.
_.lgas,e. fé]“._‘,.s) R G 21'8.32 qun_g,_

. e L [ o : . o
v i v B N e R . . . . i
. , - T -j,lnte:pretuhgﬁﬁpartment - 81.9% right o
. ™ . ;?“ . _’ A -I ease. \#2 e, ] 8.‘ z Wli-¢ng S -
R T T N IRUETR B : L v RER -

ST lnterprétiﬁs apqrtméﬁt S 73.3% right .
' *  ledse - nofice. g . .26.7% wrong “

v . K ,-‘_ Lo e A
a

indfcafbfs”were cpnstructedvtq surye&@]egal Yiteracy.

. L o . . N . o . o .
S . " Each respondent's'total'sqéﬂegwas tabulated for all of the questions -

-'lrelatihg‘fo legal litefac4.: Thé‘graph below shows tae.résults. of  thi
N M 2T MR . o~

_ } N R T ) DR T
. ' legal “literacy index~ﬁor;the§ﬂn¢|an'adult populivion 25 a whole.
N . N . TN ] . ¢
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Legal literacy as meas red by ~hé,indicators'above seemed, fof the mosé\
part, to be a skill that around ‘70 percent of the lndtan adults possessed.
The prlmary exceptnon to thls was again a question |nVOIV|ng computuclon

skills, Respondents were shown thls brief. statement of lnsurance bene-

& Tfits. | B

NON-MEMBER HO5PITAL BENEFITS

N\

-‘When any participant is admitted as a bedpatient to a . "
Non-member Hospital, this insurance will provide benefits | . [
equal to 75% of the total value of the benafits that would
have accrued if the same care had been furnished by a
et o * Member Hospxtal For in-patxent care in Member Hospitals,
e this insurance will pay the full daily cost. For out- .
patient care, the benefits are the same‘for both Member ) .
-and Non—mem@er Hospitals.
t o v \
| o ' |
They were then asked the folliowing question:

’ - Joe and Ef]cn Rigcrow havc tecentiy taRen out & car and medical
insurance pclicy as 1s shown bclow ’ ,
LG H
~ (CARD 5) Q 6\ If Joe Bigcrow is admitted to a non-member hospital as a bed
‘- patient, how much of the cost will he have to pay himgelf?

' ’ [

1. /
2. _ _Don't know o
3. No answer o v ‘ : i

{ i
!

Less thar 50 percent of the ‘adults wérefablg to successfully ansver

.

this question.

N ‘ 119

[ERJ}:‘ . ‘O . ”‘:1653. ' : ,Q

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

it



When a1a1yz|ng legal llteracy sk|}Is |n tarms of compe.ency Fvels, o
. y; ;
) almost two- thlrdS of the Indian adults were assessed to ‘be unctuona]ly

. ' competent as thlS fi ure shows: ' /"; : /5 S
. £ g |

a : ! / !
" . SR / FlGURE43r o .
' LEGALCOMPE[EN Y LEVELS :

_un tionally liliterate
a. gmally Lnterate _
Lnterata \\

l

! Adultindian Educalion Project .
N rman.Okkhoma1976 i

4

4,43 Skajdé Indexes

AN

In addition to the four ftopic indexes (summarized om FlgUre 4-37), t

29 1i eracy |nd|cators ere divided into four types of. rﬁadlng and: compreﬂ.

hension skllls. These ere ski]]s‘requiring the ability [to: (]) read

and interpret newspapers; (2) read and figure ¢omputation 'roblems,a

(3) read and’' complete vprms; and (4) read and |nterpret sligns. The dis-

tributions fqr the scores ir these skill area are shown./in Table 4-38,

. . Indexés were'developed '|th|n each of the skill areas. Fligure 4-37 shows’
the imdexed scores for fhese four areas. There was a c]ear“andsdramatic
diffe enee‘amgng”phese ] teracy skiils. The largest portjion of adult |

'Natlv Americans were able to complete all 5ix guestions |requiring the

reading andlcomprehension f newspapers.

\ o _ the hA

their

his finding was consistent with

h proportlon of the Indlan community who reported newspapers as

rimary Tource of trigal news. How ver, the ]argeTt portlon of
the adylts could not answer fore than hal of the computation questions.
Both off these extremes .exceeded the condltlons found in khe four topic

areas discussed above.

161
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Rights When Arrested

-

N =678
& 33 Missing Observations
37 Missing Observations

Aduit Indian Education Project
Norman, Oklahoma 1976 '

1y

\

TABLE 4-36

~ ANALYS|S OF INDICATORS BY SKILL AREAS -

Percent
B ‘ Answering
Newspaper - ! Correctly
Name. of Movie Playing . 87.5
Time of First Show 85.4
Want-Ad Salary . 82,3
-Interpreting Want-Ads - 75.8
Grocery Ad-#; ——* 91.0
.Grocery Ad #2 80.1
" Signs
- Check Cashing Policy - 73.9
Signs of AlcohoTism 69.8
Equal -Opportunity Notice - 64.6

4 Computation

Calculation of Finance
Charge -
"Hospital Insurance

Determining Wage with

. Overtime

. Income Tax-Tables
“Income Tax-Credit
Sales Tax

Forms

Income Tax-Tables
Income Tax-Credit
_+Apartment Lease #1
Apartment Lease #2

Apartment Lease-Notice
Social Security Appli- .

cation ,

Percent
Answering -

Correctly

¢ .

166



FIGURE 4-37
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. FIGURE 439 -
RY OF COMPETENCY LEVELS
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Offlce oL .[lndun Lustiation

~b.bh Summary of Illiteracy = - - . _ -

Q

. Each of -the eight topics and. skills dlscussed above addressed a raparate
area of reading tasks. Flgure 54-39" shows a .summary of competency “avels
for both the tOpIC and skill areas. Clearly, the |ll|teracy rate vas high

among adult Indians in Oklahoma depending on what type of topic o~ skili

was being measured. ot Be " et = , SO
Cﬂmﬂﬁﬁmmﬁﬂ’ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ!o Yet within the computatlon and consume'yll.eracy
areas, the |Il|teracy rate was notlceably higher. In fact .‘.ﬂ'h”“’ﬂﬂzﬂl{

“e#-ado4£u4gdmaﬂﬁ1nefe“ﬂet Fu]ky“ccmpgten£~wnu£&u=u&wnpu?&e#ooaz 2@, 3ahd
. over.ﬁe-pereeat of adult Indlans ueienaeb—£a44y~eompe59ai in elther the ';

' oeﬂsumem-owxheaimhpasasﬁ.« Figure 4-40 provides a fuller asses, went oot
S

whet this actué]Ty"meant ‘i "teérms of -numbers. of Indian aduits in Cklakoma.

Wﬁar fugu e does not show is how many people were, literate ir Civiz

_area sut |11Jterage in another. Nor-dces it show how many of gnt,mdelts
were illiterate in-several’afeas. Hcwever, Figure 4-41 do.: cr.vide an
analysis of. this Erqss-re]atiohship among -types of litefm:y. Jver. 56
percedt of tre adults were illiterate in one or more afea" - This alarmingly
high lullteracy rate is compounded by the fact that q:tuﬂ* cpl&-unt ‘are
Lunmnn&aawwwwi*wfuuwmfuﬂmnmtnnwtwiwmnﬁagyxﬁmga..

4, 45 Addi tional Indicator-Date

i

, [
‘The resbondents’wefa‘separated into two groups based upon their to;al
literacy score for the 29 i cem-. (at the median scdre). Per formance by’
‘both gfoups.was then tabulated for each question. Table 4-42 shows the
- results of this analysis. Generally speaking, the nore difficult the
qdestfon, overall, the greater the difference'between the halves. A
‘correlation was also run betweéen each of the lnleldual test stems and

the overall test scores. These correlations are 5hown |n Tab]e 4-43,

N

- -

2170
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“ - TRBLE -k

SYabeARY TRBLE

 ESTIHATED NUMBERS OF ILLITERATE ADULTS WITHIN THE SEPARATE LITERARY AREAS# )

, [[ . ,' :\\ . ¢
i ‘ \\ 'E»:""?'. w. \
o = ﬁva.thdtionaﬁiyj; Marginally ' Total .
Topic Areas : | ??3' - Iﬁlitera@e\n\ ~ Literate N "y
Gccwpational Literacy U000 950 - 23550 3]
" Consumer Litéracy - o _27,!70 B a19,300’(‘ -~ 46,470, 73.2
Health<titeracy . 2860 - 16,7000 39,360 7R3
. Legal Literacy ‘ 3,80 700 . 080 39
uy ' ¢
- Skitli Areas " .
Newspaper Reading LS Y | FRY V™ VR ¥
 Computation | b3 1090 - s0g0
" Forms Completioﬁ o Ckoo '”19,h90 b 638
Sign Reading C B0 19,360 . 37,8k 59.6
‘ Overall Competenc B 15,050 22 h80'
1‘71 k petency . | ] ‘ . As
.

% Based on an estimated adult population of 63,490 (See Addendum B)

AdultIndian Education Projact
Norman, Oklahoma 1976 ©




| FIGURE441 =
TOTAL ESTIMATED NUMBER OF ILLITERATE -
ADULTS ACROSS ALL LITERARY TOPIC AREAS*

a \ °
N . INiterate in: X
4 Areas 8,250
-0 " 3Areas - 4,760
t 2 Areas "~ 7,430
'i 1Area 15,750 |
‘ ‘TOTAL 361907 7 |
/
: ~ - = YO
\\
) - B o \
* Not iiliterate.in any area but \\:
"7 "~ marginally literate in: ‘
) 4Aress . 250 \
3 Areas- 1,140 . _
. ' 2 Areas 5970 - . TR
' 1Area 11,110 ;
- TOTAL © 18,470 N
o~ o N

Literate/ in: .
All 4 Areas 8,830

o

. *Based on estimated adult population of 63,490 (See A

Adultindian Education Project
Norman, Oklahoma 1876
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. | .\.

\ o 0 . | - E
. - B CTABLE 4~ , _— o b

T DiReENT OF CORRECT ANSWERS
| i )
| | . I DNFICULTY BY UBFER A LOWER RALVESY

[} / N

Y R B
L QHEEEEEE - Lover? ~ Upper % Correct " Difference IR i

L Name of Movie Playing 134 98,9

‘o L |
a5 25,5
Time of First Show BN A9 46.5,

8.4 . 24,7 |
I, Occupationad Knowledge : ! Co A ' o .
‘ N N Lo . .

i Job-Characteristics 63 94, 6 | ‘ -
'*/_’_ . Vocational Interegts ™ 580 95,4 g 78 61 34 ! "\
v Interpreting Want-Ads 5.8 %.6 L LS. B
: Determining Wage with - = g5 5.6

.. Overtime o
~ ‘Soclal Security Appli- 685 " 9.8 o - ‘
~ cation, b SR N S SR |

Hant-Ad Salary . o 62,3 9.7 - 8L L g .

8zt -

: s ; . - ' . R ‘
IL, Consumer Literacy I o | o .

. ! Iy ) : S f

. Caleulation of Findnce - 5.4 - - 89.8 T, R N
- Charge | SR SRR
- Incote Tax-Tax Table - 33 R . e

- Income Tax-Tax (redit £ . 51,2 0.8 453 \ IR |
 Check Cashing Policy 50,5 . 2.0 1, ;" S
Crocery AT " gy 95 . = | Time

\ Grocéry Ad #2 L R s 91 80 '383 \ 175 ‘ ”

| o SalesTax 0BT g g T
‘ll'M h Hospital Insurancg( N U 1.3 g

e

i
)
P | b
4 :I \ |
!
, \
. N \
, I p




4

1 ,"” Lo /
3 | ”
oo o o Co L o |
. L / o | N ‘f Total .~ ]
' . Question, i - Lower } : Ugger'z ‘Correct . Difference
II1, Health Lite acy f |
R Unborn Baiy s Welfare 6,3 . 9%, 5 S 8.0 | 32.2
Items Safe for Children f; 80 94 7 b0, CLT
, ligh Protein S b6.b Y SR X TV R | |
« Signs of Aleoholism * « 5 498 ‘v86ul S 898 T 6.3
Nomal Boly Temperature 20,3 ..., 63.5 N O X
Nedicine Cabinet FRRER I 5 N 5.7
 Signs of Diabetes f380e 595 49,9 21.5
' | ’ | | .‘ 4 \ . \ : : “
- D legal Mteraey y ‘
" Rights o Arrsted e s e
© ., Apartment lease 41 L g46 b5, 8L ' 3.1
© - Apartment Lease #2 v 62,3 97.% 81.9+ 34,9
e Apartment Uease-Notice ~ ~+ 41,9 .~ 941 133 46.2
B Prasdulent Advertising .. 48.5 S0, f L I 1
ot Tquel Cpportuaity Notice “Lf %o 85.5 Cbhe ) d6S
. s | L . : -
N L ‘
; \ |
KN=g8 o ,, y X . "
33 Missing Observations O L R
o 37 Missing Observations =~ . o L
mwe
' o | | ‘ * Mdutindin EfucaionProfeet
Norman, Oklahoma 1976
¢ ’/c.J
C : ! \




TAELE 4-43 o

CORRELATIONS 0% INDIVIDPUAL TEST ITEMS TO TOTAL TEST SCORE

o

” R . . - ) CORRELATIONS -

Name of Movme Playirg ' , 71 -

. Time of the First Shor, ’ T .65
- S
L Occupational Know!edge -

Job Characteristics ' ' .67

Vocational Interests. o ' .70

Interpreting—Want-Ads .68

Netermining Wages with Quer-time C .48

Social "Security Application .68

e Want-Ad Salarv - ~ .73

- _ : . II Consumer Literacy ) >

Calculation of Finance Charge ' .58

Income Tax - Tables - T .49

Income Tax - Credit , 47

Check-cashing Policy - \ . 64

Grocery Ad #1 - R A

Grocery Ad #2 . .71

i ~ Sales Tax | . S w57

5 ' Hospital Insurance R : - .55
& : .

III Health Literacy

| Unborn Baby's Welfare = ... ' “ .66

Items Safe for Children ’ CL77
High Protein - Ce - T .48
o . % Signs of Alcoholisp ~ . ' o7 T .54
oL Normal Body Temperature ' .48
. Medicine Cabinet v B .76
k. ' . Signs of Diabetes . " . .18
. IV Legal Literacy  °
. - ' <
Rights when Afrested - .68 -
Apartment DLease #1° » ’ .67
Apartment Lease #2 , e \\ AL
" Apartment Lease-Notice ' .68
“raudulent Advertisifg ) , _ 'N .60
Lgual Opportunity Notice , .58+
Adult Indian Education Project ' 1300 e

Normaq. Okfahoma i976
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. : L5 Comparative Data
St : T

The survey.results presented above documented the extent of both the
xlllteracy and educational attalnment of adu.t Native Americans in
Oklahoma. The educatlonal needs ofs-these adults, on the whole, seemed
“rairly numerous and extended into V|rtua11y every area of daynto-day
act|V|t|es However, in order to fully assess the severlty of these
. needs in the context of the larger society, the suirvey resu]ts had to
. be compared to prPVIOUS research for thkis and other’ popd]atlon groups.
tnltlally an ana.vsu was made comparing the resu]ts of this survey with
the population estimates. and qucatlona] attaunment data currently avail-
able for the Indian population within Oklahoma. Second, a comparigon was .
made between the survey lnstrument and results from th|s study and those

of preVIous national functsnna] literacy studies. Firally, the functlonal

R

]|teracy results among the state Indian popdﬁafton was cowpared to the

-results from a pilot test of the same lnstrument among a nop-indian popu-

I -
. “ - ,’C o s . d
lation. : . : ' o : DA A

4

. L.51 Comparison to Previous .Research o R A _
2 (S y N ) . . T

Estimated population. The 1970 Bureau of Census SubJect Report on the
Amerlcan Indian (1973) estlmated the tota] Oklahoma Indian population,
;ail ages, was 96,803, The Bureau of Indian Affairs 1972 resndent Indian

w0

. populatlon report estlmated the total Indlan populatuon in Oklahoma was
. 99,228, .However, research done during. thls survey of literacy and educa-
t|on fof ad.'t Induans in the state of Oklahoma |nd|cated that the Indlan
. populatlon inr the state of Oklahoma wa50115 800 This meant that‘there
- -were over :.,000 more Ind{ans than we had .previously supposed. The >
soc1al and economlc lmpllcatlons of this flndlng extend far beyond the
field of. educatuon. Addendum B details how this estimate was made and

“how it corrected lnadequac es in the two previous estimates. For several

reasons, this new estlmate was still considered to be, itself, an under-

\\(\\estlmat|o1, but there was no adequate way to determine the .actual extent

o nderestlmatuonﬂ

ERTTI

ERIC:

PAruitext provided oy enic [
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TABLE -4
“YEARS OF SCHOOL. COMPLETED
. . 15 YEARS: AND OLDER

. State "I Indan State . * . Indjan State
: - Total Population Population .. Population’
Years of School! - (Bureau of Census) (Bureau of Census)+ C(ALED)
v Conmow s e S
g g IR | W5
14 o L6209 W4 S AN A R
o ! : : . I ,
-1 Calsny W4 g B s 9.5
U /L IR B Cogm B e w05
SO+ s 189 06 0T
N o | | R
- IV N 1,163 4.3, L2
BT N R A T N A S
Clbormre 15100 B R T R R X A
ML RS9 100 B W0 . 1000
e o S (5o
- Median. years of.s.chool SRR VLS R o C 103 o 1.4 181
R Pe'?centage of High ‘ T i
; 180 . 9 School-Graduates - ‘515 _ 37.2 B 44,2
#lotal Oklzhona Indtan Pepulation ALl Ages Aol Educalion P
. ¥ o ‘ ' .~ Norman, Oklahoma 1876
Q ' o 9 ey ' . ‘
'. Bureau of Qensu:? 9,803 - AIEF 115'8001 R

L
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_Years of school comp]eted - Tab]e h 4 sho:s the comparnson of the: fsnd-

qnngs of the Adult ndian Education\PrOJect to the Bureau of Census fiquree
on the years of school comp]eted for persons 25 years and older/ The
A.l1.E.P, figures reflected fewer Indnan people dropped out of grades one
throuqr &¢ight than was |ndlcated by the Bureau of Cen=u= However,
according to the A.l.E.P. survey there were\more people who dropped uut

e at® tke high school level than the census fngures reflect; 29.4 percent

. compared to 22.7 percent. The net effect of the dlffcr nces shown was
tnat the percent of high schoo] graduates as |nd|cated by thnf survey
was higher that than shown by figures from- the Bureau\of Census for the:

Americ¢an indian within the state. However, the percent\of high school

graduates was still found to be lower for the Ind|an popﬁlat.o: tha: for

the scate pooulatnon as a whole.; : . ..”\\
4,52 Previous National Studies "4 o ; \\\

Two prevrous natlonal studies concernnng .unctlonal 1|teracy were suif“;““*- \\\\\
c1ent1y similar to the survey undertaken by the Adult Indian Eaucatlon\\
ject to warrant a compdrison of both the instruments used and results .

.~ . .. _obtained. . These_ were_the Adult Performance Level Proj¢: : - Ar._(North-
- ' t, 1975):and the Reading/Everyday ActiVities in Lifeletudy (Licv“man, - - \\\g

Over'threeffourths of theiindicators nsed in the instrum: t des ignad by ’
the-Adult lndian Educat|on PrOJect were similar to ones 'used in. the
previdus studies. Table 4- 45 shows a comparlson of the resu]ts frow: the
A.l.E.P, research and previous natlonalfstudles for each of the A.1.E.P,
indicators. Seweral indicators %rom previous inatruménts were notably =
more comp]ex than the comparable indicators used in.the A.l.E.P. survey.
These are shown in parentheses in the table. Also, the figlres listed = - .

‘.for the R/EAL research were obtalned in a study among disadvantaged

',youth, age 16 to 21, and, because of the dissimilarities in popul%t ion

. groups, scores warrant only the roughest of comparisons.

L IR )
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TABLE 4-45 " __ Lo/
.. _ -COK".PARISON VO.F RESULTS TO PREVIOUS I;ITERACY "SURVEY‘8
= PERCENTAGE CORRECT
A.I.E.P. SINIIAR PREVIOUS INSTRUMENTS
. INDIAN 7 NATIONAL % SOURCE
Cccup-itional Knowledge 5
3ob. Clw;afact'eljilistics 80.1 (62/)‘7 ‘I(APL) .
Vocational Int.:erests ‘ 8.6 - /(é?‘_‘ .'~-7(ABL~)_-_:-—.-;—
: :“Intefpretimg Want.—Ads ?5.8 / - (58) - (APL) | |
Deiermining Wage with OVe%‘—Timé ) '35.5 // 71 ‘_ APL
Social Security Application 82;..1 // , (82) (APL)‘
" Want-ad-Salary . 8-2§L¥—~ (61)* (R/EAL) *
S / : ' ' B
Consumer . A bl
| :Calculati_or‘l éf Finance Charge. . 74.3 (61) (APL)
_Income_’l‘ax—Tax Tabl_L.és : 307 ('3(.)) (APL)
choxﬁg Tax-Tax Credit 5 30.8 > (30) (APL) N
o | 'Check—Cashicng. Policy _73.9 (”;,'3)-'- : (.A.E;L) ,
Grocery Ad #1 | : 91.0 97+ R/EAL
Groce.ry Ad #? 80.1 B o 67% i R/EAL
Sales Tax B8 (58) (APL)
Ho_spi-t:al-,Iﬁsurance,g . 47.9 73 AFL -
Health . | ‘ ‘. -
Uni:orn Baby'sv.We_lfar_e. . '82.0" ] Q" Lo
- Items Safe for.Chil-dre_n 900_, _ : ]
Elgh 'I:ro_tein - ' 63.7 '7-1 . APL
. o - _ N ) . _ |
) .
ERIC 183 . ‘




: PERCENTAGE CORRECT
g = — E -
- A.I.E.P. ., SIMILAR PREVIOUS INSTRUMENTS
INDIAN % NATI..NAL % SOURCE
Healfh (continued)
Signs of Alcoholism _ ‘ 7 69.8" |
: gormal Body'Tembérature . . 44,1 | 73 - ,APL%- .
.Medicine Cabinet ‘ = 87.9  )
o Signs of Diabetes i _ = ;ﬁéré
“ - - . -
Legal. - -
Righ£s.when Arresféd | ~79.2 ‘ —zaij. ~(ary)
. Apartment Lease #1 o - _ j 8i.7 64% ‘; “R/EAL
Apartment Lease #2 : - 81.9 '_ | - _(64)* . (R/EAL)
' Apartmeqt Lease-Notice _ ". _ . j75;3" 3 72#. ‘ R/EAL
_ Fraudulgnt‘Advértising SRR _ 71.4 ) (58) - (APL)
) ‘ Equél'Opportuﬁity Notice'_ . © 646 o 80 . . APL
v : % .
N o | Af . :
'(') Const;uctioﬁ of this indfcator Qas notably ﬁore complex tﬁan thaw '
used by A,I.E.P. ‘ : ' , .
* _R7EAL % were ba;;d on a_sample'populafion of disadvaptagea'youth 16-21," -
+ Approximéte S | o _: | - - ~ - .
= ' ' : Adult Indian-Education Project
1 8 /1 - . . Norman,ZOklahoma1976
_— .. a3 S :
.” ffa ‘
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Four of the indicators used in the A.l. E P. research were similar enough
to those used by the Adu]t Performance Level study to warrant a f kxiy
close comparison. In each case the resu]ts among the Amerlcaﬁtl ? Jian
popu]atlon ir Oklahoma were dramatnca]]y lower than the resu]ts’Found'
among a cross section of the natlonal population. The dxfference was
particularly severe(35 percentage points) for,the indicator involyiné
the comgqtation of wage earnings.. There was .a 29 poiht difference on
the'indieator which measured health knowledge by asking respondents to

identify normal human body tempereture.'

0

The results of the APL survey of a national samp]e'bf adu]ts provided
the best avau]ab]e assessment of the literacy skills of the genera] popu-:.
lation.: The higher comp]eX|ty of the. APL qdeetlons tended to ‘reflect
even lewer results -than if the A.1.E.P. questionnaire had been used on
the same national population. . Also, APL did not fully specify the cri-
teriqh peints which‘were used to seperate the populgtjon'into'competency_
Jevels, However, a compariéon of APL and'A.I.E.P.,resylts provided at
Neast genera] indications of'the éever1tvﬁof'illiteracy among Indian
-adults when compared to the larger socnety. Figure 4-L6 provides this 7
vcomporlson in terms of the competency levels for five comparab]e.toplc
and skill areas. °,

There were obvieus and dramatic differencee,betweeq.the Indian and the
.natlonal adults. The il} iteracy‘rate'was 23 pointé higher for Indian
adu]ts in consumer literacy and 30 points higher for computatlon skllls
On the other hand the lack of legal know]edge as measured by the A.l.E.P.
survey was not any more outstandlnq than the lack amonq the general *

popu]atlon even acrountlng for the complexnty of the APL |nstrument

The APL resu]ts also indicated there were drcmatlL dlffeTences between

" the cqmpetency level: of minority and white popu]atlons (Northcutt

1975). This was true for each of ‘the |ndtcators used by ‘that study
:though the extent of difference flu.:tuated ahong‘thelseperéte ihdiéetorsf

T 4

»
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FIGURE 446 .

| COMPARISON OF COMPETENCY LEVELS REPORTED
FOR l'\IDIAN AND NATIONAL ADULT SAMPLES

nal Kno unqhg
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| 50 | 75 100
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4.53 Compariscn to a Pilot Study . .
P |

A pilot study was conducted us: ng the |nstrument developed by the Adult

lndlan Education PFOJECt to survey functlonal I.teracy among three adult

baslc education (A.B.E)- classes in Norman, Oklahoma ThlS Pilot study -

- cannot. serve as an adequa*e control . group for anaIysns of |nd|an/non~

-

-

of the educatlonal needs of the adult,lndlan community. in the context.

_ elght to ten years of school

Indian dlfferences.- Yet lt does p. ov:de some lnltlal comparlsons which
can be |nvest|gated more thoroughly by Iater research The personal and
soclah charecterlstlcs of this population are 'summarized in Table 4-47,

Notgbly the A.BJE. group was between/IS .and hS years old and had compbeted

-~

( ~

-

An evaIuatlon by the A. B E. ‘program stafz determ|ned that the tnstruwena
belng utilized by the Adult Ind|an Educatlon Pronect was . ronslderatly
simpler- than even the. beglnnlng materlals belng used |n A.B. E rlasses..
These beglnnnng materlals were’ des|gned at: about the -10; O equ|valence

IeveI Scores\on standard A.B.E. pretests for the A.B.E. /StudenfsApar-"

t|c|pat|ng 1’9 the pslot study |nd|cated that th|s group was - functlonlng BN
at anproxlmately the 9 'S grade. equnvalence level. L ; ‘

Literacy'outcomes\ Tables h hSand 4= 49compare the results of th|s sur-=

vey among the adult basic educatlon cIasses to those Indlan adult resgon-
dents from the" Iarger survey wnth slmtlar char acter|§t|cs (under L5 years
of . age wnth 8 - i years of school completed) Though the comparlson S

groups were not" as rngorously constructed as mlght be desnred, the com= -

-

par|sons shoyn in these rables provuded at least an |n»t|al assessment e

-

of thHe Iarger soclety. & .

Ca
» . £ ) | .
. . . \ ) -

The pilot study group'wasé88 percent“female. _However, as will be dis-.

‘i.,‘ cussed in’Section k.61, sex drfFerences d|d not have a significant in- "

fluence on Ilteracy outcomes One factor not Ilsted in the tabIe of
characterlstlcs of the A.B. E‘ pilot study group was. occupatlon. The
maJorlty of the pilot study group either’ had no occupat|on or were . .,

. -
. . o , Y.L

e e el . C 38 - - T
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' * MBLE 447 /
CHARACTERISTICS OFA B.E, PILOT STUDY POPULATIO\I o /» ‘
Lo Sex: Male=1% ‘\\ R E@_t;g' '
- Female = 881 | Y R 3 o
- o B T S I Mexican~AmeLican - S
. | L o8 Aserican Indians (17.6}) Thls is sllghtly
. T . =3, .
o . A S v ~ above’ thc smerlcan Indian proportion of |
LoAge L \ ' I ~ adults in/Cleveland County who have. com—
. e | T . pleted 811" years of school,
MB35 s N
S T R I 3
: 40 1| B
| 4L and over 12 - '\ 5. -a) Years of School Completed =9, b mean.,
: Mot given . 3¢ . . \JL;- . ‘ b) All but three went .to public schools o'ly.
- : : ) ) . c).'Fifty percent $aj present occupation|dges.
R A Mean Age = 26 . - . \ > 3 _ .- "not make;use of present skills and: apl ities
; rital Status wa' L p B | 6 Monthly Fami‘y Income' C L
L ' .
b M ried T% o - ,¥ o | Median approximately § 644/year R \
f up"Separated 3y : , \, o , K /: , - : .
RIIECI E A
coopoosingle g o T E e PO B
o Mot Given .6 . | - 7 Where do you get, ﬂsé?’pf your news about communlty
R e\ ‘ o, . events9 P
S | !.) A Radié Lo
| | | B ) ‘Newspaper I 0
S S T AR RN S g
R ' A P Talking to - z&/ SR 1
PR e ~ '/' R ‘people /
; . ’ ) \ ' v L e . ‘ . :
'C"*' *.Tn additlon 2 unmarried persons under 18jand 2 f01e1gn-nat10dal pLrsess—were*tntervrﬁwﬁd‘bﬂt are EXCIUdEd f°F
.s’% s‘ﬁ' statlstical purposes. o A , / : ﬁf

o

) o . ' o L
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- - . TABLE 4-48

COMPARISON OF RESULTS TO A.B.E. PILOT STUDY GROUP'

Q . % ANSWERING CORRECTLY 7% DIFFERENT
INDIAN:AIEP A.B.E. '

I Occupational Knowledge Indicators

Job Characteristics 80 82 -2

Vocational Interests : 84 88 -4

" Interpreting Want-Ads "~ 80 88 -8
Determining Wage with Overtime 32 - 56 -24
Social Security Application 81 88 -7

‘12

Want-Ad-Salary : 91 79

II Consumer Literacy Indicators

Calculation of Finance Charge 75 _ 71 4
Income Tax-Tax Tables 30 38 -8
Income Tax-Tax Credit 29 41 -12
Check Cashing Policy. ‘ 74 82 -8
Grocery Ad #1 93 94 -1
Grocery Ad {2 81 ‘ 91 -10
Sales Tax 52 76, : -24
Hospital Insurance -39 74 -35

CIII Health Literacy Indicators

Unborn Baby's Welfare 76 85 -9
Items Safe for Children 94 - 97 . -3
High Protein ’ 63 68 =5
Signs of Alcoholism 73 62 : 11
" Normal Body Temperature 40 59 -19
Medicine Cabinet : . 92 94 - -2
Signs of Diabetes b4 32 12

3

IV Legal Literacy Indicators -

Rights when Arrested ) A 79 76 3

- Apartment Lease #1 . 80 - 82 - - =2
~Apartment Lease #2 - 81 65 16
Apartment Lease-Notice 73 .76 -3
-Fradulent Advertising ' 71 ‘ 76 -5,
Equal Opportunity Notice .68 50 18
3 . R
" ‘ o 140

190
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housewiyes. This was clearly not the case with the larger study gfoup

\' among adult Indians. As a result, the literacy scores’associated with
\ occupational knowledge might have been expected to be lower for the

A.B.E. ‘group than would ordinarily have beer the -ase in more complete

cross section of the population.

The differences between the literacy outcomes for the pilot study and
those for the larger study groups are varied. 0Overall, the literacy
level of the Indian population is lower than that of the non-indian
population, yet on fiQe'of fhe indicators, the Indian population had a
noticeably higher percentage of correct responses.. Two of these, signs
of diabetes and signs of alcoholism, were probably to be expected because
théée health issues are of particular concern to the Indién‘population.
The higher score on another of these indicators, the equail épportunity
notice, alsc might have been anticipated due to the fact that equal
opportunity was probably of gfeater interest to minority persons than
to non/minority persons, especially non-minority.persons not in the labor

th force. However, scores were also nbticeab]y higher among the Indian
population on'thelwant~ad salary indicator and on.the apartment lease

kﬁumber 2‘indicato;. ' l

o <!
On the other hand, the severe lack =7 ..o~rutation skills ‘among the Amer:
ican Indian bopufation as discussed ‘n Section 4 44 of Ebis chapter, .
remained prominent even when éompared to the moderate literacy level of
the A,B.E. population. Three indicators were particu]ériy outstanding:
determining wage earnings with overtime, addition of sales tax, and
hospital insurance. These indicators measured computation skills such
as simple addition, subtraction,‘or multiplication. For the questions
overall there wére 4 percent fewer Indian adults answering correctly;
yet - for these computation questions, 24 to 35 percent fewer Indian

adults than A.B.E. adults answered correctly, The extreme difference

_in the figures on the determining wages question reflects the differences
shown in a comparison of A.!.E.P. to previous natioqal non-Indian

poph]ations’as discussed in Section L4.52 above.

(a3
-
(@]
a)

Office of Indiain —w.w. .
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- TABLE-4-49-—

COMPETENCY LEVEL

- COMPARISQN. (F PROJECT RESULTS T0 A.B.E, PILOT STUDY GROUP N

ALEP* |
© Functionally Ma?ginally Literate
Illiterate  Literate ‘
h o %
‘Overall Literacy 18.8' 5003 307
Consuner Literacy 406 | 31.6 21,8
\ . %. . I | ‘
 Health Literaey ¥ 406 mr 3T
- Legal Literacy 2&8 19 66,3
Occupational Literacy  17.8 - 12,9 69.3

192 | *Adults under 45 with 8-11 years of school completed.

CALEP: N=101

Adult Indian Education Project
Norman, Oklahoma 1976

COABED MR

An’BoE\* '
Functionally Marginally [Literate
Illiterate - Literate -

1 /A O
6 4 i
2. .1 99,4
wh W6 Wl
0.4 - 88 L8
OV AN | Y ¥

10
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ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

- Competency levels. A second type of comparison was made between the

A.1.E.P. and the A.B.E. groups based on competency leveis. Table L-4g

shows ‘the distribution of persons functioning at different competency

levels for overall literacy and for each of the four']igeracy aréas. A

review of these statistics showed quite clearly that the Indian respon-

dents involved in the A.I1.E.P. survey were functioning at a noticeaB]y

lower leveleoof literacy «in al]'areas except igga] literacy. Again, the-

educational needs among adult Indians in Oklahoma, even in comparison to

non-indian populations, were in the areas of consumer aducation and

1

4
health education.

S LT
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- FIGURE 4-50

“ . __f FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH LITERACY AND EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT

<

PERSONAL"AND SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS

LITERACY AND EDUCATIONAL CHARACTERISTICS

3

EMPLOYMENT AND INCOME CHARACTERISTICS =

. Adultindian Education Project
. Norman, Oklahoma 1976
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4.6 Factors Associated with Literacy and Educational Attainment

The illiteracy raté of adult Indians in Oklahoma was high evén {n com-
parison to other populations. However, the seVerity of this illiteracy,
more than likely, did not pervade all sectors of the Indian cohmunity'
equglly. As presented in Section 2.23, tﬁe Adult ]ndfan fEducation Project
surveyed the socia1>conditions of the Indian adults involved in thié
research including their personal, social, tribal, and employment charac-
tériSticé,_ ) '

<@

o

Q ’ . .
In order to gain a fuller understanding of the characteristics of the

Indian adults having the highest educational needs, the project focused

‘part of its analysis on the ways in which social and sducational factors .

were associated with educational attainment and functional literacy. As
Figure 4-50 shows, personal and_social conditions were ana]yzed'as they
affected literacy and education. Literacy and educatfonal factors were

oA

analyzed as they affected employment and income of édults.

K

196
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TABLE 4-5]1

OVERALL COMPETENCY LEVELS OF RESPONDENTS BY AGE

23.6 - - 36.3

Adult Indian Education Project
Norman, Oklahoma 1976

197

146

" Functionally’ Marginally
“"{lliterate " Literate - Literate
._Age % ¥ . . P %
‘15-20_ >.18.4 Lo.8 'uuo.s
21-25 9.7 35.5 54,8
26-30 ‘15,3 33.9 - 50.8
31-35 10.7 4120 48.2
136-40 1.5 L 377 B s
41-45 19.0 1.k 39.7
46-50 21,8 ) 29.1 kg, 1
51-55 « 16,7 ' 36.1 47.2
- 56-50 18.6 | 30.2 5.2
61-65 éu.z 34.6 21.2
66-70 " 3.6 | 50.0 - ’ 17,4
71-75 51.9 o 29.6 18.5
76-80 76.5 17.6 5.9
Over 80 63.2 - 31.6 5.2
Total 40.2

LS TS
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TABLE 4-52

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF RESPONDENTS BY: AGE

" Grades  Grades  Grade  Grades 52;1221 Some College
~o-h o 5-7 8 9-1}  .Graduate College ~ Graduate Row Total
Age T :v, T g % .9 %
16-20 ‘-2.0 - b rzu.s ) i4.9 20.4 4 "IOU.O
21-25 - 1.6 3.2 24,2 30.6 27.4 12.9 100.0
26-30 - 3.4 L7 356 305 25k 3.4 100.0
31-35 1.8 - 3.6 39.3 ‘32.‘1_ C6a 7.1 '100.0
36-40 - T N S VIV ) 16.4 6.6 100.0
41-45 3.4 8.6 8.6 25.9 - 29.3 -19.0 . 5.2 100.0
46-50 a.1 3.6 9.1 32.7 20.0 23.6 ‘1.8" 100.0
51-55 5.6. 5.3 N 333 19.4 13.9 8.3 100.0
56-60 - 1.6 16.3 27.9 20.9° 14.0 9.3 100.0 -
6165 19.2  23.1 7.7 26.9 13.5 5.8 3.8 100.0
66-370 6.7 15.6 26.7 - 2L.4 22.2 4.h - 1v0.0
71-75 7.7 15.4 26.9 23.1 ' 154 3.8 7.7 o
76-80 12.5 & 37.5 25.0 - 6.3 12.5 6.3 100.0
81-85 1.1 . 33.3 33.3 22.2 -, - - 100,0
86;90 50.0 33.3 - 16.7 " - P 100.0
96 or 50.0 - - 50.0 - - - 100.0
over, o
Owrall  (5.3)  (8.2) . (9.6)  (28.9)  (26.)  (16.3)  (5.7)
\ .
§
‘\\ . Y
/ ‘\"
Adultindian Education Proiect ' \‘\
Norrr_man, Oklakoma 1973 .\
|
: 198
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TABLE 4-53.

: ] R
e © OVERALL CONPETENCY LEV"LS OF RESPONDENTS Y SEX ,
. SRR " . i
\ y | |
‘ Functionatly ~~ Marginally . = |
. g ~ literate Literate ~Literate Row Total S
, Sex o N 4 N 4 N 8 N i
bl om0 BT 1 b 0 1000
Fenale 8 10 139 368 152 k2 - 38 1000 -
. . 4 ! ’ . |
. Total oo ler ) 2o (35.4) i (ko9y o 6B
Adultlndl#nEducat'ionProjecl ' .‘
Norman, Oklahoma 1976
| o o TABLE bk |
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT OF RESPONDENT-S BY SEX I
< .
| figh
 brades Grades  Grade  Grades  School Some  College . )
;o , -k 5-7 8 -1l Graduate  College Graduate Row Total |
© Sex b 4 2 SR ' 4 4 4
wle 64 17 700 w5 8 B 6E 000
( ' ) .
199 mele w0 B2 b W5 om0 M3 56 200

f- ' : ‘ . . . ‘
| ' L peda

....‘-—-lt**

AdultIndian Education Project
Norman, Oklahoma 1976




'ferences were detected.

N

o

461

Personal and Social Factors Associated with Literacy:ard_EducatiOn

v

The overa]] literacy scores, the separate llteracy |ndexes and-each indi-
cator were analyzed to detect any dwfferences in the 1|teracy abilities

influenced directly or indirectly by a person's sex. V|rtua11y no dif-

Maximum variation on any one |nd|cator was about

four oercentage points. Tables 4-53 and L4-54 show the educationa] attain-.

ment and overall competency levels for both nien and women. E-
o
.\ K “'.' : I’\‘

Somewhat more noticeable dlfferences were detected among dlfferent age

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

“and no clear linear relatlonshlp was |nd|cated

-'conS|derab1y lower among persons over.the age of 60, yet these ahd the

groups as Table 4-51 |nd|oates. However,

these differences: fluctuated
theracy skllls were )
other fluctuations found among persons under the .age of 60 years are
shown by Table i- =52 to be more directly attributable to educatlonal
level than any SIgnlflcant influence of age |tse1f This .Table reflects
the fact that educational attainment levels for Amertcan Indlans had
gradua]ly |ncreased over the past Lo years to the point tHat the drop-

out rate for the last seven graduaylng classes was down to about 28.5

percent. Though th|< flgure |s hlgh it stidl represents an improvement
'of about 12 percent over ‘the preVIous ten year per|od S ‘o rn
- : I.\~.
',
\ \ § o
- ¢ . ' L
e . vl
- . . ) ~ * *-\‘
. A - . ﬁ
201 - o
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TABLE 4-55
OVERALL COMPETENCY LEVELS OF RESPONDENTS BY TOWN S1ZE

Functionally Marginally

Town Size Nliterate Literate Literate« Row Total
nf Respondent N T N 1 . N 3 N
Under 2,500 57 . 27.7 - 75 36.4 T 7 35:9 206 100.0
2,600 to s;obo 16~ 18.8 26 :'36i6 43 so.cn " 85 10610
5,100 to 10,000 38 _0’31.10. : lu‘h 6.4\ 39 _%2.2_ 121 100.0
_ IO,IOQ;to 25,000 W oas.7 32 36.0 \\\ 43 48.3 " 89 100,0
\ 25,100 to 99,°00 25 19.2 Lg - 37.7 | \§§ 43,1 130 100.0
100,000 and over 7 23.3 7 233 e, 533 30 100.0
Total 157 (23.8) - 233 (35.2) 21 (u1.0) 661
SISy S
. TABLE 4-56
e EDUCAT IONAL ATTAINMENT OE kESPONDEN-"I'S BY TOWN SIZE
Grades Grades _Grade Grades “H. 5. Soine co'l l(;gc " Row
Téwn Sjze - -4 5-7 8 9-11 Graduatée College Graduate Total’
of Respondent v 3 3 %7 % ‘% % ¥
Under 2,500 * 6.3 8.3 .7 36 26,7 131 o 3Ah 0 100.0
-2,600 to 5,000 3.6 6.0 8.4 32.5 36.1 6.0 f, 7.2 100.0
5,100 to 10,000 3.3 LT 10.8 32.5 15.8 18.3 ‘t 7.5 100.0
10,100 to 2;,600 3.4 6.8 8.0 30.7 21.6 22.7 “ia'(:.é~ 100,0
25,100 10 99,.00 . 6.2 6.9 9.2 19.2 33.8 zo.h'; 3.8 100.0.
$160,000 ond over 6.7 - . 3.3 33.3 20.0 20000 100.0

16.7

1

Adult Indian Education Project - '
Norman, Oklahoma 1976
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- There were ‘variations in both the educational attainment and functional
literacy of persons living within different counties within the state.

However,'thé'exténsive number of counties Involved precluded any accurate

—-=--.  assessment of actual differences—among the counties. ~There were distin-
guishable differences among persons living in differé%t.tbwn sizes ‘as
Tables 4-55 and 4-56 indicate.. Agéin, these'differences did not indicate

“any c]ear~lineaf relationship and the variations were fairly complex.
Influencgs of residence on educétional.attainment or functional lijteracy
were prbably most directly due to social and educat ional conditions within

" each of the towns involved. ' |

- | | |
The extent of respondents' involvement in tribal and community activities-

T,

did not seem to be associated in any particd]ar'wgy with their functional
competency. levals as Table 4-57 shows. v

TABLE 4-57

t

7HE EFFECT OF ORGANIZATIONAL INVOLVEMENT ON LITERACY

o Fun&tionally Marginally | Row
Number of Literate Literate Literate Total
involvements "N b4 N x N 4 4

0 52 25.5 72 35.3° 80 39.2 100.0
L 58 25.6 83 36.6 86 37.9 100.0
2 | .27 20,0 49 ¢ 36.3° 59 - 43.7 1000

' ; R 0
3 or more 24 21.4 36 32.1 52  h6.4h  100.0

Adult indian Education Project
Morman, Oklahoma 1976
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FIGURE 458 ILLITERACY ASSOCIATED WITH EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT

N / SIS S S S v

. VAR = : '. -
LSS S
. /,. ‘/‘r// s s /, e : S . e
Grades P4 e

e s

i |
Grade g gy ,
4 / s’ ;’/, :
8 é/// /// /

Grades
91 B

3

High School |
Graduate

Graduate

%, 50 - ) 75 100 -
_Percent of Respondents

i Functionally lliterate
e Marginally Literate

D Literate

Adult Indian Education Project
Norman, Oklahoma 1976 162
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FIGURE 459

ENIC

N LITERACY AND EDUCATION LEVELS
AHONG THE AMERICAN INDIAN ADULTS
e e N OKLANOWAE - - e T
-£STIMATED NUNBERS OF ADULTS WITH LITERACY DEFICIENCIES-
Competency Level

Years of R

' School - Functionally. Marginally
Comp | eted |l1iterate | Literate Literate
Grades 1-4 2,826 | | 377 0
Grates ] 139 i
Grade 8 \ 754

i Grades 911 6,123
High Schooi Sl 8,949
Some College 6,877
College Graduate 2,920
L T R
. Literacy deficiency conpared to
years of school attended
fz@Mmelemwcmmmdw
= years of school attended
Literacy skills comparable to schooling

 Total estinated adult population - 63,490 !

. " Adultindlan Education Project

2 Py Norman, Oklahoma 1876
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4,62 Educational Characteristics Affecting Literacy and. FEducational -

Attainment ) o .

The most obvfous_relationship_betweéﬁ/educatlon and literacy~Qes nember
\ | . 'of years of school completed As Figure b-58 indicates, there was a
R fairly strong relationship between number of years of school completed and
ooverall ltteracy ab|l|ty. There was, in fact, a correlation of .64 be-
rtween these two factors. This was not particularly surprisnng but does“
confirm that education has a s;gnificant ‘Impact on the :mprovement of
&_ .even minimal day-to-day functional reading activntles On the other hand
" .if, as discussed in Section 4,52, we assess the survey lnstrument to be
_ ‘constructed at an average grade level sngnlflcantfy less than 10.0,
-_____y______)Lﬁ 0 or 9.0, Table 4-59 shows that between 24, 0 0 and 29,500 adults
do n;;_h;;e_TT;eFEE?‘EFTYF—“‘anmHeﬂ%—to_tm;JggggL}on they were supposed
to have recelved In different ‘words, over’ half of the Indian ad‘1Ts that—-__~_ﬁ
‘"have the educatnonal background - to functlon within soctety have not been

- adequately trained in-actual functlonal skills,

\
- £ . (3 . - \
N
.

TABLE k-60 s
_ COMPETENCY LEVELS BY TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED 3 .
Fynctionally Marginally. -~ ° - v
. L : 3 IT1iterate . - Literate Ligerate
~© Type of School ~ - 3 . g . T ) 3
. : : ‘ 2 _ s -
T BIA' , . 319 - 388 - o233
. Mostly BIA B 42.9 | Ccs2.h RERR I
Both or Neither 30.7 © h0.4 ‘ 8.9 .
Mostly Public 9.1 -~ . . 50,0 ° 7.7
Public ©19.5 S '32.8 . 7.7
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© TABLE 4-61

VEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED By

. ’ |
TYPE OF SCHOOL ATTENDED
— . TR
L\.‘:\\. T ;l . : High ‘]‘ .
e Grades  Grades - Grade  Grades  School ~ Some College

I-§ 57 ' 8- 9-11  Graduzte College  Graduate . Row Total

. Typt;.ofSchoo]' ¥ % y oy oy N .y
- . | - R

B 5.9 167 7 W3 I 110.8'\ L0 1000

* Mostly BIA 3 L L X S L R [N
oihor heither 130 5.9 18 IS 96 96 59 w0
fostly Public -4l NEREIRY 40.-9\"";“"-—\..13_,_5 WS 0
| g Publ i R S N R I K | 174 72 1000
v ' > ; L - » \\
Dveral R (8.1) (9.4) (28;9),_ 6.3 (6.3)  (5.8) S
Adultlndlaln“fduca\ion Pfo]ect . L
Norman, Oklahoma 197 ‘ o fo M
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. Table 4-61 presents -a cross-tabulation of the type of school attended-

. by the years of school completed. This table shows a distinctive]y lower =

~Tate"oFWthh—ﬁthUUT:CUmpletibn”féF“fhose’students who attended BIA or

mostly BIA schools for thel._educatlon in compa?lson to those students

- g ~ who attended public or. mostly public schools As a result, there was
‘also a fairly noticeable difference in the llteraqy levels of. these two
groups (see Table 4~60). These variations seem to reflect dlfferences
- in the quality of education available from these twgrgifferent edueatlona!'

systems. Part of the variatisn in high school completion -and functional

literacy may have been due to socio-economic background (a factor not

measured in this research).

L As Table L4-63 shows, 24.3 percent of the reSpondente who passed a.high
’ school equivaTency test went'on to etteng some cellege; :This.indicates.
that high school eqniValence programs (Sdéh as A.B.E.) serve the Indian

- people as-crucial stepping stones tg’furthef educétiena1=development

Thls is partigularly crUC|al to a communlty with. such a serious dropout

rateh in addltaon, pr]e 4-62 shows that, among those persons who did

not attend collcge there were re]atlve]y mlnor differences in the com:

‘ petency levels for those persons “who recelved a h|gh schoo] diploma in’

l comparison to those pensons who pasaed a high school equivalence test.
Among both groups however, 3 signlfucant number of adults were functlon-u
ing at. ‘competency levels hlqher than those not completung eigher _high
school or equnvalegt, H|gh school eqnlvalence, then, does not certify

. adults at-a lower level , rather. it is a userl_educationE1 option which”

works effectively among Indian adults. The effect of high school equlve-

lence programs on illiteracy is shown graphica]]y in Figdre 4-6l. The )
\\\\ ' effects are dramatic, "yet the dlsproportlonage group sizes allow on]y an
~ approximate comparison. noo

)
h s 1
s - : X . !

\\E\nally, among .the educational characteristics, ngure'h’ZIl(in section ‘
32) shows the educational background of those persons who |nd|cated that
they hdq\FECEIVed addltuonal vocational, adult or ‘continuing education.
The greatest number of peop]e indicated they had 9-12 years of school.

\
Figure &4, 65 shows the effect that vocatlonal, adu]t and cont1nunng education

. : AN 156
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TABLE 462 |
COPETENCY LEVEL BY TYPE'OF SCHOOL CEKTIFICATEX
Functiﬁnally MargihaHy : ‘ o
Certificate INiterate ~ *  Literate ~ Literate = - Row Total —
Received N} N R T N i
N ) i ‘ . ) , , \\
High School Diploma 19 6.0 04 3.9 193 L1 316 10030,
Equivalency Test 3 8 13 %I 9 56.8 3 00}0 -
Neither IR BT % 95 0.0
el W (e Bb (k) moo) e .
w % Adults who-did not go on to attend college.
n A _

: Aduttdlan Education Proect , . '
<. Norman,Okiahoma 97§ T 63 _

YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED BY TYPE OF SCHOOL CERTIFICATE . -

S Grades Grades  Grade ' Grades K, S. | Sone College  Row -
Certificate = b5y 8. % 91 Graduate College Graduate Total .
; Received R 4 RTINS B R 4
CHigh Scoool Diplena 03 - . - .03 7 33 13 i
. *Equivalency \Test . -, -5.“1 13.5 - k5.9 10,8 2.6 27 100,0
"+ Nefther S B R S I T
YT
Adult Indlan Education Project - 1 . "'\‘ - ‘ s b

| Norman; Oklahoma 187 . I | ?% o 2
2}1@ | . "\" , L \ . ,“ 21
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‘ . ‘ FIGURE 4-64 R
<+ ' -THE EFFECT OF HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENGY PROGRAMS ON ILLITERACY
e : < (Adults who have corapleted 8-11 years of school)- -

- 'Occu'patiqnal Knowledge *
N Without
) With )
’ 7 . .
T 50 75 100
' . ... Consumer Literacy -
, 7 e 7, A L
—— Without /////////////
With* %/ '
7
0 - .25 75 100
Without (S p
- o. 2 =~ 80 - 75 100
. Legal Literacy '
50 75 100
With or without High School EduJivaIen'ce Cau;ti"fiwte .
With (N=22) Functionally liliterate
Without (N = 222) Marginally Literate
K [ Literate
2 1 3 “\
N Adult indian Education Project ’
Norman, Oklahoma 1970
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" office or‘indian Eaucation .-

\ Part C

. |
o 'FIGURE 4-65

" THE EFFECT OF ATTENDANCE IN CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRA;M§ ON ILLITERACY
. (Adults who completed 8-11 years of school) o

"'?b\ B ',4\4

o
]
[v]
£
2 -
=,
3]
3
1R
A
13
.c .
2
2
8
|
|
2

=

Consumer Literacy

|

+¢ Did Not
Attend

¢ Attended

A” -

Did or did not attend some form of continuing, vocational/technica!
or adult education. :

Attended (N = 82) , P2 Functionally lliiterate A
~ Did Not Attend (N = 163) ZAMarginally Literate '
ELiterate
214" |

Aduit Indian Education Project . . X
> Norman, Oklahoma 1976 . ' "
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/7 has had on the’ llteracy abl]lgb\Of persons not gnaduatlng from hlgh

school As |nd|cated these programs gene”ally contrlbuted to increasing

1|teracy ablluty of tne—people partlonpatJng e .®

[~}

v

3

The effect of continuing education warued among the separate literacy
areas. The most remarkable variation in thIs case was wuthln occupational
“knowledge,/hhere the illiteracy rate dlffered 15 percent for those who
attended these programs compared to those who did not. This varlatlon

might well have been antlc1pated s:nce the prlmary focus of vocatlonal and

;ﬁ,j‘.

cont|nu|ng educatlon is often an |ncreased development in "occupational
. A )
slels. : o h

\
4 N2 .

4, 63 The Effect of Educatlonal Attalnwent and FunctIOnal theracy on.

Ly

‘Employment Characterustlcs oLt
oy

. 5/ 5 A . A : .
. 7 . . “ .‘J : . [ :/) K

Both educatlonai attainment and functional ]lteracy appearedsto’ be some=-
v what directly aSSOC|ated w1th JOb mobility as measureg by the survey
question requestlng respondents to list the number of joks they "had held
-in the last ten ‘years. In partlcular, those persons |nd|cat|n§ that . '
»they had not held any JObS in the last ten years generally had a lower
. educational background and were functlontng at a lower Titeracy ILvel
Anoth&r survey question asked- the respondegt whether his/her present
occupatlon used his/hef tralnin and experlence " As reported earlier,
28.5 percent of the respondent felt that their present ocgupations did
not fully utilize their tr&ining and experience.. However, as Tables L-66
. and 4-67 indicate, th}s-condition was affected only'to a small extent by
actual literacy ability, but in no clear‘way by. educati®nal attaipment

except for those persons compieting four years of less. -

" Tables 4-68 and 4- 69 present perhaps the clearest |nd|cat|on of the

- effect of educational attainment and functional luteracy on the employ-
ment characterlstlcs of Amerlca; Indians within the state of Oklahoma.
Strong linear re]atlonshlps were found between the number of years of
school completed and income (h .44) and between the overall literacy

ability and income (r=.51). The correlation between income and literacy -

* N ' 3 *
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o . TABLE "4-66 o
" _NUMBER OF~JOBS HELD IN THE LAST TEN YEARS
O " BY -COMPETENCY .LEVELS
| _ Number of Jobs by Percent

! Competency . . 6 or - ’
: Levels. 0 1 o2 3 . 45 ° More Row Total

“Functionally’ 364 . 30.7 7.9 * 10.0 1.9 7.1 1009
' Mliterate o o
" - .

Marginally 15.9 3.4 . 4 13.7 13.2 - 8.8 100.0

-Licerate v A Co

Literate - 9.5 30.3 ' - 23.5 15,2 15.2 6.4 100.0

Overall LD - @3L9) (16.6). (13.5)  (i2.8) - (7.4

N

Adult indian Edu.cati;)gr;groject : )
- Norman, Oklahoma 7% TABLE 14-67,

NUMBER OF JOBS HELD' IN LAST TEN:. YEARS
* BY YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED

kS

“

Number JF Jobé\ by Percent

Years cf 6 or I ‘
Schocl . ' R o2 . 3 . 4-5 More Row Total ' -
Grades 1-4 by 296 b 24 3 7.4 100.0

( Grades 5-7 . k2.0 5.0 8.0 - b0 2.0 . 4.0 00,0

" Grade 8 B bo.7. 37.5 5-‘;' 8.5 o5l ’3‘1' 5 100.0 -
Grades 9-11 15,7 29.2 19, S0 157 107 0000
High School -~ 1007 308 17.8 2007 13.0 7.1 . 100.0 A
Gruduate . : . v,
SomeCollege 3.7 29.9 . 24.3 6.8 7 17.8 .5 100.0 , )
Collége Gr?duakc A 10.3 35.‘9, 15.'.’6‘_. 12.8 17.3 - - 7.7 - 100.0.
Adultindian Edication Pfoiect o oy

Norman, Okiahoma 1876 . .
syggesfs'that functi@nal literacy was at least as good a predictor of
income as was éducationalAattainment. Tﬁis result lends credence 'to the
fnotién that the literacy iﬁstrﬁmenfidevised-for %his_suévey'did, indéed;
 §alidly provide an assessment of those educational skills which™re neces-
sary and vital to functioning within contemporary American Sociéty;-. v

« ' .
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oo T TaBLE 8 |
ol ‘STR|BUT|0N 3 RESFOADENT'S ‘mcons B YEARS OF SCHIOL COHPLETED a

| t "-RequnQent"slMénthl-y Income A ,.

‘ Years‘ 01':, b Under $100 - I$200'- $300 - $‘140I0 -“5500.-'$‘6‘h00 r .5706 Over * Ro;; ‘
School . - 1‘5100 $]99 §299 . $399 $h?9 $599  $699 8799 §%00 Total.
Gaes b B0 WS Ay 15 128 EXREN T 3}.91;.“3..!0.@.0

Cgradess o W6 owb w2 83 04 83 00 1163 '.,lb'o.o" f
Grade 8 . é:9 1700 2kl 0] 69 B 68, 52 kot
brades 31 g 89 160 1R 136 W2 65 83 130 100
High School .Grad'uate ol :6.5 60 95 1.9 '-‘]5.\5 , 71;7‘ i§.7' 23;8- 100.0 |

/;SomeCol1eg‘(a‘ R BT T A Y 78 18 ik 0.0 100.0

| Col,leée Graduate 5,6, 0.0 2‘.8 | 0.0‘ 56 . 139 5.6 83 | 58,3 ‘00.0"
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FIGURE 4.69
THE EFFECT OF FUNCTIONAL LITERACY ON INCOME
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”virtuallyvcdnstruct an ent?ie set of data on the social and educational

AR >~ . o
CHAPTER 5 ‘

.~ CONCLUSIONS

" This chapter will review the Adult Ind|an Education ProJect Survey of

1|teracy»and educatgon among'-adult Ind|ans in Oklahom* and will examine.
the results of th|s survey and their |mpllcat|ons for Indian education
both for -the tr|bes wl;hln the state sof Oklahoma and for the nation ‘n .

general . o . v o

15, Review of the Survey

The Adult Ind|an Education ProJect (A l1.E.P, ) was a fifteen month survey
of,llteracy and educat|on among-adult Indlans in Oklahoma sponsored by

the U. S. Office of Educatlon, Indian Education DIVISlon and in part by

‘the Office of Native American Programs. A bri - f review of the Adult Indian

Education-Project inctudes a description of the initial barriers -confronted
by the proJect the methods used in the survey, the obJectlves which: the:

7
prOJect attalned and a brtef dlscusslon of the unlquenesses of the 7

project. -

5.11 .lInitial Barriers . . ' 5

v /S ‘ ) N ) S .
There were some initial barriers that the A.|,E.P. staff had to overcomebl

in conducting the survey. (1) Past research W|th|n the Indian community
conduc*ed and deS|gned by people outside of the community had made some
trlbes suspicious of research pr0Jects. This was overcome ~-for the most
part by active |nvolvement of the various tribal groups in research des|gn'
and execution- and by extensive persona] contact with trsbal offlclals and
tribal business councils.. (2) Due to the severe lack of information- about
the‘!ndian-community i'n Oklahoma on even such matterssas popuiatjon'size,
and ¢ocial and edu. 1al characteristics, the A.l.E.P. survey had ]itt[e

information on which to base its research.” As a result the survey had to

a
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characteristics of the;adult Indian within Oklahoma. (3) There were
, 34 different tribal groups princjpally.located in Oklahoma and the
~ majority of these tribal groups.functioned autdnomously. As a result the
AfI;E.P.‘staft had to avoidqpolitieally sensitive inter-tribal and intra-. .=
tribaitissues and attempt to gain the respect of all of the people,in-ﬂ ‘
volved in dl‘ferent parts of the survey, Those inuolved included tribaJ‘,
buslness councils whose permlsslon had to be secured, “field interviewers
.who collected the ' survey data and respondents who eventually determlned'
o the credibility of the prOJect. (4) Finally, the Adult Ind|an.Educat|on_'
Project was conducted among tbe,largést Indiab population that did not’
‘Tive on resetvations but instead resided in raciale‘mixedvsmall towns
'spread across the state. These four initial barriers posed |n|t1al

management prob]ems that had to- be satusfactorlly resolved to |nsure the

success. of the project. X

e -

5.12 “The Approach . . BT v ' o o o

Trlbes were contacted for. part|c1gpt|on in the study. 'with'trihaT coqpera-::

tion, a sample was taken of adults from trlbal membenship lusts. A survey. il

3

questlonnalre, or instrument, was deve10ped in conJunctuon with a review
panel of Indian professlonals |nvo]ved ina varlety of services within the
~ Indian communlty |nclud|ng |ndustry, educatlon, Jdurnallsm, “community
health, law and other service agencies. - The instrument was' field tested
among two groups of tribal members who were being trained to serve as
field interviewers. Field interviewers weté identified from within the
ltrlbes and tralned in'methods of interviewing., They then worked with the

PrOJect in conducting interviews in the cities, towns, and rural reglons ¢

across the state. . , oo e
The survey prlmaruly assessed educatlonal atf%!nment and l|teracy,
Luteracy was defined further as functuonal llteracy “readlng skills which
‘an adult most possess to function mlnlmally within dauly Amerlcan sOC|ety..
The instrument measured literacy at a more basic level than had:previous

: functional-literacy surveys. Adults were asked to read cards cnntaining

typical day-to-day literacy items such as newspaper.ads or-a social

» . _ _ ]66 ‘:. * ,l _ T
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security applscatlon and to answer questlons related to these items. .
1‘Re5pondents were not requlred to complete any written materlal or to. read
'"durectlons from a test booklet.. In addition to educati-v and- 1|teracy

the A.1.E.P. survey assessed personal social, tribal and employment'

charaéteristics. The assessment of these "influencing variables" allowed

"the survey.to more, exactly determlne the background characteristics of

"those persons having the hlghest educational need.

o

5.13 .Completion of the Objectives

. The- Adult Indian Educatlon ProJect successfully compneted the project
v VobJectlves. First, the project prOV|ded a thorough and accurate descrip-
tion of the extent of illiteracy and educatlonal attainment among adult ’
indians in the state of Ok]ahoma. Second the prOJect was successful in
deVb]oplng an extensive data base on the social and educational character-l
istics of Indian adults within the state and within the part|c|pat|ng
trlbal groups. Third, by conducting a survey of ‘these characteristics
as part'of a survey of literacy and educational attainment, the);urvey
3 }esults\oroVided.a detailed analysis of the personal; social, trioal,
empioyment*and educational tactors,assocfated wrth illiteracy andfeduca-
tional attainment. o v . | |
i

'Thia description of:tHe present status of .Indian

. education in Oklahoma and comprehensive assessment

of educational needs in the ‘Indian community pro-

Present Status ~vided the information necessary to make program
development and modlflcatlon dec|5|ons related to
Indian education at the trlbal, state and national
level, By com%leting these objectives, the Adult
Indian Education Project insured that programs will
‘be able to address educational needs whfie‘taking
present conditions into account and to move with
greater~certainty towards the educationalAgoals of

the adu]t»American Indian community.
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THE A.L.E.P. SURVEY WAS THE FIRST
. STATEWIDE SURVEY ON FUNCTIONAL
LITERACY AMONG ADULT INDIANS. .

5.14 The Uniquenesses of this Study - - - .

The Adult Indian-Education Project Wés.unique in that:

(5)

- (6)

(8)

- membership - using a hug

\ '
~ N \
-

It was one of the first surveys/ahnch examined functuonal Interacy‘

on such a large scale.

It was one of the first inter- trlbal surveys of this scale among

American Indian tribes.

It was the first statewide suivey on functlonal literacy among adult
Indians. ‘ . : .

It was designed-in large part and in conjuction with members of the.

Indian community being surveyed, This insured that the people.who
would be responsible for implementing.program development and modifi-

" catlon called for by the survey results had the fullest opportunity

to provide guidance in tbe research surveying the educatlonal needs .

being affected

o
il

'ylatlon ‘of Oklahoma on the basis of tribal
sample proportion. This resulting research
was then returned to those tribes to (a) help them assess the
educational needs of thejr communities, and (b) facilitaté the coord-

It surveyed the lndlan‘

" ination of their educattop efforts with-those state and national

agencies concerned abOut
Oklahoma,

It utilized data whlch was eXclusfvely colTectgd by Native Americans.
In addition, training procedure were developed for Native'Amer1can}
Interviewers, ; ' ' :

#he educatlonal needs of Indians, wuthln

f-:f:

it developed a baS|c data base which was, in many cases, previously.

unavailabie to the tribe or to any statewide Indian education effort. .

It'devioped a measurement device potentially useful for pre-test and
post-test evaluation of the |mpact of future Indian educatlon programs
on literacy and education.

168
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(9)

4

ERIC .. -

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

4

1t provided fu]l documentatlon and reportlng of |ts actnvntles in
order to lay the .foundation for future surveys in llteracy and

“education among Indian adults by other tribal groups or'in, other’

states.
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T . - 5.2 Review of .the Results

v .o
K ¥

’l \ L. ’ - Lo
|

The ‘survuy results were obtaxned on the soc|a1 character|st|cs, educatlonal
N

tta|nment, literacy and functlonal competency levels of the adult

Ind|an populdtion in the state of Oklahoma._ Also, resu]ts were obtained

) on the assocnatlon between social characteristics and the educat|ona] and

. fyllteracy characteristics of the adults.

| N

5.21 Social Characteristics

The Ind|an popu]atuon surveyed was Well distributed by sex and age.

Respondents were contacted |n count|es and towns well d|str|buted across

; the state. The majority of the”populatlonA(60.l percent) was married.

"Those people echuded seemingly were not excluded because of the extent“pf'5

3

b

ApprQX|mately 20 percent of the Native Amerlcan adults within the state
were not reported as Amerlcan Ind|ans on the 1970 census. It is believed.

that a good proportlon of these were excluded from the census_completely.

their Indian blood. In a ciosely reTated finding the population of the -

American‘lndian»in Ok 1ahoma was:estimated based on a'count-o? adults‘*rom

J . . . . . L ) ) . .

tribal'membership 1lists. There were an estimated !}5, 800 American Indians '

of all ages who were memBers of tribes within the state.. Thus is-also .
about a 20 percent dlfference from the figuresrecorded for American Indians
within ‘the state by the. 1970 Bureau of Census Report.

. s
.
i

The survey respondents were well distributed among the‘19 partfcipatlng

-are, seemlngly, not -inflated with the namesJof persons who are not actually

tribes. Contrary to some popu]ar oplnlon,‘the tribal membershup lists

Indfan. Thirty-six (36) percent of the adults’ surveyed said they speak at

least some of their tribal language. The adult Ind|an community relies

overwhelminély on newspapers and "talking to people as a way of fqndlng out

about current tribal events.

[y

Information was obtained concern|ng the occupation, job satisfaction and
JOb mobility of the A/l E.P." respondents. Their median yearly income was

approximately $5 800.
170
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5.22 Educational Attainment o =

3

Several types of educational attainment data Were obtained during the
. ALLLE.P. survey. Forty-eight (h8) percent of the Indian adults indicated
o that they had completed high. schoo] and an additional 5.7 percent had -
passed the high school equivalence test. - Eighteen and seven=- -tenths (18.7)
percent had BIA school for either most or all of théir schooling, 37
percent of the adults@reported,that they had had some technical, vocatjonal,

continuing or -other adult .~ducation after leaﬁingiﬁigh school,

5.23 Functional Literacy.

o . . -
r

. Literacy was examined among'lndian adults-using a varfety of ”functTonaT
literacy' measures. Questuons were asked of respondents based on day-to-
'day reading items which had been |dert|f|ed as necessary for functioning
within contemporary American socuety. Questions were constructed in four

" literacy areas: ‘occupational knowlque, consumer literacy, health'liter: :
‘acy and legal literacy. |

<

Around 80 percent 'of the Indian adults were able to @erform most of the

'occupational knoWﬁedge tasks. ;quever; on one quesqidn only 35 percent were

able to fjgure weekly wages invo]Qing overtime. - In ‘the area of .consumer ’
literacy, between 80'anq 90 percent of the adults-successfully answered

‘ newspaper‘auestions, yet only 30 percent successfully completed two income

tax questions-(one requiring simple multiplication, tne‘other requiring

.. looking up a number within a tax table). *In another |tem over 50 percent

"of th° adult lwdlans were unable to add five two- d|g|t numbers involving
‘money. In total 42 8 percent of - the adult Native Americang lack the skills
necessary to functlrn as a consumer within contemporary American society. .

- Andther 30.4 percent were only marglnally competent at consumer skulls..

The illiteracy rate in the health ‘area was also ouite high. - Over 50 per-

cent of the adults-could not identify the normal human body temperature

& ) i !
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Sy
- of the questlons associated with legal llteracy However, on a.question .

'_hlgh encompassing a minimum of 20 to 4L0. percent of the adult pdpuJatlon

“The illiteracy rate of Indian adults within the state of Ohlahoma is very

- . . 0 s * - _;'
and over 35 percent did not know whlch foods were hlgh proteln foods.

Around 70 percent of the tndian adults were able to accurate]y ‘answer most om0

involving a brlef statement of benefits from an lnsurance pollcy,

°

thani50 percent ‘were able to provide the correct answer.”

M .

- ' < o

'Adults mos t uccessfu]ly performed reading tasks-assoclated w1th news-

.

paper ltemé. ,The mOQt severe factor in the thh |11|teracy rate.among

adult Indians |nvnlved ‘'daily computation skllls, 63 percent of the adult :? v,
population were func.:ona]ly illiterate in the area of: compuf ‘jon'skills;
another 17 percent were on.y marglnally competent in computat -0 skllls.

In tota] over 56 perCent of Indian" adults were functnona]]y llilterate in.

one or more literacy areas._ Futhermore,lonly 14 percent were literate in.

.

all four literacy areas. , - ~ oo .
: ¢ _

- . ’

, : i e

The patterns found in this survey of illiteracy mirror in many’ ways .the
. - N .

finding of previous research, however, everr in comparison to the.national =~

population and to the local non-Indian popu]atfon,"Indian'edults ere e
considerably more illiterate in consumer and computation skills. .

4 -

5.24 Factors Associated with Education and Literacy - . s, \Q;u o h?

. »D: ' : . t. . 3’
Literacy and education levels were. not greatly different between men and
women. There was also no clear’ e‘fect of age on Titeracy abllltleq though

generally the educational. attalnment of younger adu]ts was higher than. ' ﬁ

‘older adults. Both the literacy and education fluctuated for people living -

in different size towns.
i

The pe"sons havung more ‘education generally had greater 1|teracy abillities.

Elemntary and secondary schooling seemed to "have the greatest impact on
literacy though high schoc] equivalence programs and continuing education
also increased a per-on's literacy abilities. Adu]ts who had received

their education from pub]uc schools."generally were more- ]lterate than those,
B 228
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who had;éttended ,BIA schools. On ‘the other" hand, over half of those adults
whose level of schoollng should have been suff|C|ent to give them oas:c\\

literacy abllltles do not actually possess those abilities.

« - . T ) o _ R
Finally, a strOng re]étionship was found between .functional literacy and

, income. - It is difficult to assess whether priors socio- economlc background

affected educational attﬁlnment and the deve]opment bf llteracy abilitles.

However, it is quite clearly indicated that the increase of functlonai

literacy abllltles through some form of education would have the eventual

“effect of lncreaSbng an adult's lncome level and geneﬁél ability to func-
tioh wmthln daily Américan SOClety

. . ’ . !
N ; ~ . s
. . . . . \
7 . . e N 1 .
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PAruitext provided by enic [ T KA |



5.3 Impltications of the\Aii.E.P. Survey~

- The survey of iiteracy and educatton’ conducted by the Adukt Indlan
'hEducation PFOJECt was fairly extensive in its assessment of the educatinai.
" needs of the adult Indlans in Oklahoma. As a result, the i.ndlngs were
'numerous, the anaiysus complex at t|mes, it is likely to be several years
:before the full implications of th|s research can be examined However,
this section attempts to present ai least -some preiimlnary discussion
"about ‘the mere obvuous implications of both the execution and the re ‘ults
of the A.i.h.P. survcy. This discussion wlii,concern population data, .
educationo’ needs, response to the survey resuits, correctiCna!haoproaches
JSuggested;by the data, development of the American Indian community and

~

implication. for future research.

s

\

5.31 Population Data S

X Findings bY the A. I survey indicated that &kereworana~mimrimen=d

This adjustment has senious impiications
for a variety of state and federal servic. programs involved in the Fund-
ing and delivery of services to the American Indian /population within
Oklahoma. iertinent asoects of these findings fro this research shouid

be circulated as fully as possible among such agencies |nvoivea in Indian

i

services in areas beyond just education. /

In addition, this adjustment in ih. populatiory count should be closely ex-
amined for its implications on “.!Jre counts;éf the Indian community
within Oklahoma most notably the :%30 censusf Results of tnis'survey
indicate that the success ot‘a survey withih the Indian community is
critically affected by the degree to whichfthe members of that community
identify with the interviewers and the pyrpose of the research beiag con-
ducted. The A.I.F » ~ffort has shown that Native Americans are very
effective as pr ! fieid interviewers when they view the research
as useful, Tdee \ e diaemd
T

- . » R /
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= Another issue associated'with population data is that of defining who is

- ~AIDBENRER A rdeulopnanwmmmw—ommwwmﬂi‘mhaﬂ W

INFORMATION ON EDUCATlONAL NEEDS o
~MUST BE KEPT UP-TO-DATE. e

<

to be .included {h the population groupiﬁalred American Indian. Often,

“arbitrary measures are set which have.ilttle to do with which racial or

‘cultural group a person identifies himself. The case. of the American
Indian is unique among mlnorlty groups in that a StFICt measure of blood

quantum is . used in a variety of agencies to specnfy whether a person's

5

identity should be considered American Indian or not. This would seem
to have serious impact on the-constitutjon of the American Indian popula--

tion. IL |s further c0mpounded by the fact that funds are often associated

Tribal §r0ups,within'the state of Oklahoma each have their own method of

identifying who is to ke included as a member of the tribhal community.

In many cases, the c-bhhﬁ-memben9h4pwiist:mgxg;gggag&&ui&qmnnﬂéﬂﬁmdaﬁo,\
not reflecting the full extent of the tribal membership. A high propor-
tion of the people with whom the Adult Indian Education Project attempted
to make contact were no longer '1iving at the address listed on the traba\

list. In order to adequately provide services to the Indian populrtlon

within Oklahoma, @n-ha&-anduathgm;ﬁnﬂ#a-w ; i deb ooy

Conseguently, one of the |mpl|catqons_of this research is that qeogEuws
sispakebo-3mp Femented Gl el promote the evel opmenioferkhine e WG IIIoy

s
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. Further, increased
abylftiee of Indian itribes to commuricate with their membership woh]d
; greetly simp]ify, especially in non-urhan areas, the task ef,lndiah'and
gther service egeﬁbies'of assessing basic personal, social, educational
;A‘and employment characterlstlcs of the American Indian population. -Had
:\ _/f steps been taken preV|ously to provude thls development, they mlght have
" ) preyented the present severe lack of_basic data which has hindered L
reducational efforts wfthin the Indian comnunities of Oklahoma.

N

5.32 Educational Needs

. The e‘ducational needs of adult Indians within Oklahoma are’ numerous and

extend into a brecad range of daily adult activities. Wﬁt

- of the adult Indian’ population Wl and over
half of the adults who had completed more than eight years of school had ‘ X

not attalned literacy abilities equuva‘ient to thelr years of schooling.
Though the ? >, it,ls still.
a serious educational pr5b1em as m of the persons gradu-
ating in the last seven years Mm There are

two prlnCIpal implications that can be drawn from this information:

8 ELSONSRE RS

among Indian students and to increese the actual quality 'of'literacy

First, additional

skills which are obtained by those who do complete their education.
Second, additional MMmmmmm
v T OmTeeeye Wwho are not able to comp]ete their high school
educatlc‘;h WMMMWMW
through high school equivalence programs, vocational and continuing edu-
cation programs and also alternatlve educationval programs specifically

3 deﬂgned_ for the:adult Indian community in accordance with the needs,

indicated by the functional literacy portion of the A.I.E.P. sur;/e;l.
' N (o)

The illiteracy rate is very high among adult Indians within Oklahoma and
as indicated above is so shocking in “nicemanesse s tomm
“ounectsverprespomse from organizations concerned with Indian education.
These were .consumpmebitecacy, SEIYTiTH-detacy and emputationcskilds .
: " 2372
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The pfésent situation indicates that Mative American adults' laék of>
consumer skills might likely make them subJect o exploitation by others
especially in matters dea.lng with money .or percentages or other forms of
basic daily arithmetic. . In addition, the adults' lack of understanding

. of health llteracy and basic health issues such as normal human;body tem-
peraturé and protein foods }ndicates that they would belfrequently subject
to health problems which among other thlngs would indicate potertial
nutritional def|c1enc»es and’ poss:ble a hi ghe' utlllzatlon of health

service agencnes than would ordinarily be necessary. '
. . : ”

5.33 Response to the Survey

AHistorical-background.'4In order to fully address these and other literacy

and educational problems, the circumstances. which allowed these conditions
to develop must be at least briefly considered. Ameriéaﬁ lndféns as a
group have hlstorucally been one of several minorities who have been socio-
economically down=trodden. Furthgr, the particular methods used to provide
federal suppor£ to 'the American Indians have ofteq‘put‘]ndian adults in a"
dependent relatipnship and reduced their.rights ana abﬁlities in self-
management incruding money handling and education. AddjtiOnally,AAmericaﬁ
Indians have h}storically had health perceptions andhétrategies different

" from those of the mainstream American scciety. Finally, the American
Indian's lifestyles and language patterns historically hq&e not required

the extensive use of abstract logic such as that which underlies money and

| 233
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. - . 4
.= . ..
“ . .

the use of sumbers. in general.

[

Many of these conditions have changed or are still in the processvbf-chenging.

However, |nd|vlﬁggg3ﬂwho are ‘presently adults -grew. up- in cnrcums&agpés-
where they hia‘pgafate -s@cio” economlc condutuons which were. 51gn|£*cantly

1

.different froms t@s-r parentsw»A-t-.-the .Same time, they had to deal,wnth a

qhickly changing society which had Values different from thelr own As‘a

'reSult, mdny4ch|1dren.dur|ng:that period of time and even to a certain

extent, today, do-not have role models that.are fully appropriate to func- -

tioning within mainstream American society. . Consequently, programs that

s .
are designed to address literacy and educational problems within the
- - . . te

American Indian community must take these historical and cultural differ-

. 7 : ° .
ences into.account, Sep e TS rRev=eduewbasd, hooteiredingtten and
. : . ,
Smdienceducationenemds , . ‘

Awareness of the problem. One of the principal reasons fOf the funding of h
the Adult Indian Education Project survey of literacy and education

among adult indians in Oklahoma was a severe lack of basyp data concernlng
the educational attainment and literacy levels of Indian adu‘ts within the
state, This problem has at least been initially solved by the survey and

an extensive data base foundatioﬁ has been laid upon which decision-makers
can base decisions concernlng adult Indlan education within the state. The
educational needs as assessed by the survey indicate tiiat. the |ll|teracy
rate and lack of hlgh school completion are extremely hlgh among- this popu-
latlon and in some areas an immediate - response is called for.

One of the first pferequisites for addressing the Indian education needs is

i smbehes 2t hand. In this particual
;:IHESELBMTVEY“Fesu+tsa sheutd:besTrReriacns
nuu#ungmthai—al} -tribabystate and -nationa¥. deal§Tdn~mnka¢s~mn~o%ned»wmhh
e P ake-fully-apprised.of .:edmtrnng.kmmd#m..anidmd&.mnf '
ATt i Bl oy Further,”state and local. administrators and

teachers involveq in eduéating both Indian children and adults should be made

‘eware of and become sensitive to the present.conditions.
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AWARENESS OF THE PROBLEM IS THE
'KEY TO. GAINING SUPPORT AND - DE
. VELOPING SOLUTIONS o

'-‘Eyén beyond these audienéeé, pért of the résponse to the seJ;re needs

’fndicatéd muSt'come from nub!ic support, both in the state and in the

. nation. The general public, especually w1th|n the state of - Oklahoma
(which has the largest Indian populatlon of any state |n “the natlon), as

. for. too long been unaware of the high educatlonal needs of the American’ ‘

_Indian. There is in fact more awareness of the educational needs of OklaHoma
Induans by people outside the state than there. IS by people inside the ‘
state. The effect of this lack of awareness is very.dlrect not only for
adult edueztion but .also for e]ementary,.secondary and higher education.
There is generally.a lack of undérstanding by Iocal”éommunities concerning
the educational needs -of the lndiéns within- their community and as a re-
sult, educational programs face public re]atlons problems as well as

educational problems and their effort to address lndlan education reeds.

On the state level thiu w M

‘

BEEDS GGG o

&#gsewﬁﬂaﬁdonw@hen+mu&bw%ne@udeupubLiamau&&ancesaBSJW&LLuasgtribalwmwta@g
amd--mattongt-decision-makersy At the,triba1'lével, full copies of the
A.l1.E.P survey should be made available to each of the tribes pérticipa~
ting in the'sunvey and all of the remaining tribes within the state inter-
ested, in the survey results., in addition, pertrerpEting—tribes-shouid
heve-&hewopmwon~o&~obta¢ntng:aréukkmsuppiementary:xspethwhxchapiovLdQ§
duta“forﬁthat*partrcu+arwtrtbewa&oa.—andmreport9ﬁ@#3=specm§¢cneducahmou@l
Tesdsbomthat-particutar=tribn.  Ischnical-assistance should be attained

»
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ﬁq—ﬁ#‘halqgﬁéupé—wheﬂ—GOGGGGGF¥mﬁ&m&@ﬁ5£§Hﬂ£mP@09*%&‘h€”'1ﬂﬁﬂ?ﬂﬂ%ﬁﬁﬁﬂh
nu-d*iwooemonanbaaed*enmmhew$wud&agsgaﬁmthwsneumunqn

The wsapious-statewide=indian-ses
Whewepmmmb«me'more* fuﬂy ~ AW revofv«t he- needsf»ouf
-Aneﬁmx}n&ms;as*'rrm ates-to-the=programs-.and- servi ces~ bei ngroffered
‘bquﬁhose—epgan+zatrons In addltlon, state governmental agenC|es involved

in the edqcatlon Qf Indians, both adults and children, within the-state

Ial

should be'pTovided fu]]ACopieé af the report- in order to assess Whatmdevelop-
ments and modifications should be made in polucues and programs WIthin

state government -

At tha national level, full copies of the survey results should be made
~available to;all educationa] organizaﬁions involved - in [ndian education as -
they effect programs both within the state of ‘Oklahoma and in other states

having high Indian population. In addition, a summary of the reéu]ts 6f

the survey should be made available to tribal and other'jndian organizations
across the nation to apprise them of pntential educational needs of the
Indians within thelr own service. areas and to provide for rhem an outllne.
of the-Adult Induar Education PrOJect as an exemplary needs assessment

tool to be used.whlleﬂaddreSSIng ‘the provisions of Part C of the 1972
. Indian Education Act. |

N

5.34 Correctional Approaches Suggested Ey the Data

Educational approaches.- Adult Programs. By the results of the A.I.E.P.

~survey, adult basic education prbgféms have been shown to be fairly effecr
tive among the aﬂult Indian community though at present they nave only
effected a small‘percentage of éhe Indian bopu}afion. Vocétionél, technical,
adult education and continUing education programs also have demonstrated
effectiveness in increasing the-literacy capabilities of Indian adults.
Beelof=these EdtETetonal-sTrategies-should be continueds in an effort to
‘address the educational.-needs of Indian adults. Adwht—basie—edueationrpro~
erems~are_particularly critical to a population-that has such-a historica)
tamd--cont-inwing drop-out.-prablem.
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" grade education which might potentially be used as a stepping stone to

o

HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCE VOCATION-
'AL/TECHNICAL AND-CONTINUING EDUCA:
TION PROGRAMS SHOULD BE EXPANDED

However, as implicated by the results, tbooo—puog—amswneedvtoueupandabe-

’yond thelr present scope. There are substantlal numbers of adults who Have
,not completed even the elghth grade who also have a high degree of educa-

'ttonal need. Yet results indicate that high school drop-outs are the

prelnCIpal users of these two particular programs. There is a need to

make available educational programs to persons haV|ng less than an eighth
these more traditional type programs. Frodrams at -all levels should be

‘conducted as  much as:possible by members of the Indian community béing

served,

Eduoee$ene+mpwagrams"wtruc@u&ednéanmadul&sa&hhh&nmnbamiﬂd&an,Epmmgn&LY

: ‘me&b@ntAa&msmfﬁéuncukamm in all.

literacy areas most especially. in the areas of consumer llteracy, heal th

Jiteracy and computational’ skills., In addltvan, thoﬂ.-ono-pmogmams now
T X i ' g

veb-ricrve daacubich-adiite-heveugaimml since being.out of school (called

Ucredit of life experience). Ihﬁeugh-ﬁhﬁﬁuandnomhﬁnmkwndamoﬁmadukkuuhuuh

LDl LRt HORE , adubzs»aﬁeu4essuiaa¥$uh~aﬁuﬁeeuan*ngm@o»&hemeducamuona&

mmeoose. They need not repeat ’, learning again things they already know

from their day-to-day experience.

available

mel'd‘amw for the adults in the Indian commun-

ify-which.provide the maximum amount of flexibfiity in offering schooling.

credit Gnﬁuoyeneahenm@hanmﬁorm&%%ZEdwe+assrbomwsibuetﬁonq. As this research
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indicates, programs are especially needed which provide more.practiéall
and functional ways of acquiring literacy'and educational skills. These"
, dbticns might,inc]ude cooperative edueation,‘functioning in.cooperation
“with other.exist?ng service prdgrams.
“F Again, however, partitu]ar foeus'should be gTuen to consumer, health;
'computatlonal, and sklll developments in a practlcal way. £anoﬁiona¥ky
oo bt o * which could help the

“adult identify with the materials being learned “ For examp]e, adult basic
education classes presently u5|ng formalized c]ass textbooks night develop

“"materlals more funcxlonally or|ented to teach the same”'skills thus address--*

ing the adult with materials and skllls that have obvious practlcal value,

The =B v.-.muu-—-r*’ﬁ = or
one similar to it qgggb:fb!!useﬁu& as a way of measurlng the actual |mpact
of such adult education programs on the,functionalvllteracy skills of adylts.

I3

Educational Approaches - Elementary and Secondarx;;;hooling The educational.

. needs of adults most general]y reflect the social and educational condltlons
within the communlty involved. Fonsequently, the educatlonal neells of
adults generally reflect similar educatlonal ‘needs arising fron primary and
secondary educatlonal systems, The contlnuing drop=-out rate and more
fundamentally the almost shocklng lack of functional lnteracy skn]Js
among those who have received the necessary schoo]nng, indicate that npt

4lon1y are there numerous educatlonal needs among adu]ts w1th|n the stete .

but also similar educational needs are found among" persons recent]v ]e ving
the educatlonal systerm, either as a drop~out or as a graduate. Further,
the severe lack of literacy in the areas of consumer educatlon, health

educatlon and computatiop skills reflects a def|C|ency in the educational

training received by students within the state of Oklahoma.

As stated previously, however these problems are not easity addreesed by'
simplified remedial educatlon programs either after the student has left

the formal educational setting or while the student is stil] attaining his
formal schooling. It is recessary that the efforts to. prepare teachers'to
gain 2 fu]ler understanding of the cu]tura] dlfferences |nvolved in educa-' '

ting Amer]can Indiar students be contlnued This. understandung of cultural

! . . .]82
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dlfferenres p]ays a great part in pointing out historical difficulties in
the consumer educatlon, health_ education- and computation areas. As men-
tioned above these historical aspects of Indlan educatlon oftbn force

on education' the respon5|b|1|ty for provndlng adequate role models in a
vafiety of functlonal competence areaJ, and exposing students to daily
cnrcumstances in a way that allows them to deve]op skllls at coping

within contemporary Amerlcan society. - 7

a : M - “

Wy o o

As a resuit, educational curriculom planning might alsg";enefit from -
imp]ications of this survey. - In partlcu]ar, training |n areas such as

'computatlon might well be conducted more effectlvely by u51rg practlcal o
functlonal skills such as the exchange of money, figuring iaterest rates
and mu]tlplylng basic numbers in "real-world" exercuses. Duringgthe'
.I.E.P. research, one teacher |nvolved with Indian studetns indicated that
.in the area of’ computatlon one of the most ef‘ectlve methods she had found
for teachlng computatqonal skills was by using such practical methods as

. taking students to a local store and al]owing'them to make a.”pretehd“

Ll purchase of a major item and then calculatlng the total cost and monthly
payments for that item. Using this approach teachers said that the ab-
stract infdrmation generally found in a classroom textbook was !'brought
to llfe,“ and working with abstract numbers suddeniy had practucal
utlllty

-, , / . :

Finally, survey results jndicate that the Bureau of ladian Affairs nust -
make“changes‘in its boarding school systenn if it is to provide educational
training for students which is equal te public schoolinhg systems. Changes
are needed in the BIA schools which: (1) either |ncrease the quality of

' educat{onal\proérams or (2) approach more directly:- the socio-economic and
cultural background of the incoming students, insuring that these students
are broughtup to a level which enables them to obtain skills comparable

to those obtained in a public school setting,

Educational Approaches - Statewide. As this survey of literacy and educa-

tion-demonstrates, the educational problems of the Indian community within
Oklahoma are quite clearly not just a tribal. problem. The educational

conditions of the American Indlan reflect a statewide prob]em of h|gh drop out -

o 183
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ratus, lack of high school comp]etlon, inadequate educatnonal preparation
in basic functicnal lnteracy skllls and .continued illiteracy among sub-:
stantial numbers of American Indian adu]ts. It is important to-insure
that prob]emé found witHin a cemmunity areAsolved'as"much as’possible by
members of that cemmdnity - However, attempt1ng to solve the Indian educa-
tlon problem at any level’, adult, elementary, 'secondary or hlgher educatuonf
by usnng separate tribal programs alone may end up being afplecemeal

approach and\admlnlstratlvely wasteful, 1t |s_necessa.y, instead, to have

o, c . 3

THE SCOPE OF INDIAN EDUCATION NEEDS/-
CALLS FOR STATEWIDE COORDINATED"
ASSISTANCE FOR BOTH ADULT PROGRAMS
AND PUBLClC SCHOOLS |

\ " an intensive Indian education effort within thetstate'wh;ch isyhandled .

\ locally by the people within the separate communitie< involved, but
355|sted as fully as possnble with programs ‘and funding coordlnated at the
state level. '

\\,

Durlng\the course of this research, - several tribal and other Indian organ-

|zat|ona] leaders expressed opinions that the state of Oklahoma needs to
provide greater leadership and direction in alleviating the educatlonal

condition of tbe American Indlan, child and adult. Gdnna&y—&hﬁ-buﬁdnnneﬂ
¢ pes} : aali ihiiaexe*usive+y~on~the»shou#deﬁﬁweﬂ |

However, it is necessary that the state educatibnalf%ystem work as closely
as posaib]e with'tr}balAand ather Indian'organizations to develop a com=
prehenélve and effective set of educatlonal programs.which address the
educational needs of the Indian adults within the state. Yet, present.

concerns about the leadership and direction of ,state Indian educational .

2]:9‘ -




programs seem to indicate that meaningful coordi-nation"with tribail and
other indlan organlzatlonal groups will call for changes in the state's

commltment to the Indian educatlonal effort

Again' it is necessary when approachlng the stateW|de educational needs to, {
have the fullest publlc support possible. Consequently o-mahw

m-l based on results of this research W ‘in assurlng
the support needed for ‘a: successful statewide M&&a—h&nﬂ

2 The success of Ind|an education -
efforts not only. benefit the Indian community but also the genera] sta—te
population who live w1th the Indlan people on a day‘to-day basus.

Cultural deve]oPment One of the most |nterest|ng |mpl|catlons of thlS :

v

research ts in the area of cultural deve]opment. The A.I.E.P..survey .

’ results showed the re]atove success with Wthh Amer‘ican Indian adults within

Oklahoma read and comprehended mategtals from dalfly local newspapers In

addition to th|s it was discovered that m%mm

Q&W‘aﬂwmn-is fol lowad .closely by information gained”

:‘._when taiklnq with peop] : It is obvious that newspapers ‘play an actlve

part in the daily llvé‘s of adu]ts in Irdian communitigs within Oklahoma.b
In addlfIO"l, as dlscussed above, Indian tribal gro\lps have a need to de-

velop contact with theu brlbal members and thereby ma|nta|n up to-date

'_=‘accurate 1|st|ngs and records of their membership.-- These flndmgs suggest

that fundln-g is needed to develop tribal newsletters, newspapers and

other communications. In this way efforts cou]d go beyond present concepts

of cultural heritage and cu"ftural retention to programs more appropr|ately

termed cu]tura] development

i

In addition to providing support for cultural identit%«’with_in the tribal
group, :he-nuspapeﬁsgpme.“., FEPVIHY uu_—ﬁnur?ﬁ:ﬁéﬂm
Wmomh@comnmbmmmmd -about

,peop.l,e, within-their-tribal ‘orgar izat ion“aﬂd' ‘tHe™ s'ewi'e;e s~ that" they-are

porformtmg.  This information ‘is seemingly not available through other
public media. With adequate funding these ®=ibat-Trewstetters and avewse
W&%wgmgmw towards maintaining accurate records on

actual tribal members, thus providing some additional information which

185 . '
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" THE DEVELOPMENT OF TRIBAL COMMUNI-.

“js vital

CATION WOULD PROMOTE BOTH LITERACY

- AND CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT.

5

‘to tribal leaders and planners as they attempt to deve]op'gﬁd

mod i fy Pfograme suited to the particular needs of the tribal COmmunﬁty

Tribal newspapers also could provide the cultural support w:thln Ind|an

homes for the development of educatlonal and llteracy skills, support that

is strongly needed to overcome many past years of ln;dequate educational

traditions among Ind}an.people,

Further, along with other educational programs, tribes might.use newspapers -

as one possible educational media, one which:

. (a)

“

La
A

would. further develop skills which people to a certain extent
already have, .

"reaches the largest possnble number of adult Indian community
members,

can reach and involve people WIth ‘the hlghest educatnonal need .
with the greatest.. frequency and regularity,

°

could prqvide some actual educational skills develooment as-a :

S

o

regular part of the news feature (similar to high school equiv
lence programs run by newspapers. |n several large cntles),

does not-involve extensive. scheduled time per|ods and formaluz
classroom settungs and

provide. stralghtforward practical day- to-day functional compe-
tence subject matter, working with items similar to those
materials used ‘in the Adult Indian Education Project survey.

In this way newspapers might be considered as one of 'several possible

educational forms which at ‘the same time provide réalistic and useful

day-to-day inforimation and training (education) and also provide to the

a-..

ed

" Native American community the fullest opportunity. to develop its potential
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rm w1th|n contemporary Amerlcan soclety, serv;ng the

ﬁeeds of the lndlan pe ple and serV|ng to dlrect ltS owni afﬁaurs, not re-" “.

JXIHQ excluslvely on the efforts of external state and federal agencles.

: v
‘l"‘ ,
SN e

fmpllcatlons for future research As mentnoned preV|ously, the |mpl|ca-

trons dlSCUSSed in this conclusuon chapter can“only briefly touch upon

tne,smplrcatlons of the numErous results obtained during the survey of
. l|teracy and educatlon among\adult Indians in Oklahoma. The il dls-

1sem|nat|on of thls ‘research ;mOng ali partles concerned hopefully, w:ll
st|mulate Further tesearch: ;

| MMBW partlcularly’ .

T e L i o L 1 vy r g e * /‘ . '
aenmuniﬁx in both the local tribal groups and tleal groups in other re=

glons of - the nation. As part of the analysls f. the research project in

L 'lts exemplary aspects, some’ F|nal comments should ‘be made about implica-

. tlons of this survey on future research |nclud|ng questions requlrang )

‘;further exploratlon and some flnal recommendatlons on research strategies. . _

© - { ( | -

* One particular issue is the relationship between .Indian- culture and main-
'-‘- ".) c . . xS

| ' stream American culture. This issue is frequently typified by the older.

“Indiahs who told A.1.E.P. staff that sthey

dadwaquouagnpeopﬁo, yet were heard later to say that the qnnngrqaﬂmrhs

uhOwhauewgonemowayﬂandhgetcanuamgaodmedaca@moaaaeaiquefuhayesxheaginéxana

~ayse' LPdt |nto the form of a question: 'What effect.does the acquisition:
iy

of llteracy\and educatlonal SklllS ‘have upon the involvement of tribal

members ﬂnwthelr own culture?" More directly, "To what extcnt are presert

educatlon and educatlonal programs designed to teach Indlans the ways of
- malnstream society |nstead of developing their own identity as. functlonlng

aduits?! Development of communication programs within these cultural

groups can ba%pafnsuremwhat'thm¢4wn4nﬁ=¢dea%atynls given some expresslon
rather t}:n,belng merely relegated to a position of historical slgnlficance.
However, the'questron'fs‘broade'wthan thTs*and‘needs*to*be nKﬁ??ﬁTﬁﬂy
euewnned—by*future—research '

« e'?:j"{ | .243- | A
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The results of the A, I E.P. survey m rror many of the find%nos'of prﬂvlous

research and develop. a thorough foun‘atlon of data on the literacy and -

homa . W—be-m K

’educatIOn of adult  Indians’ W|th|n 0kl
vn&unomehwfvvh*s"dataﬂmswkepewcuﬁne'

and other agencies responsible for pr yidlng information on the chaiicter-

h

e

Further, the Bureau of Census’

istics and needs of the lndlan~populaﬁlon need to revise their research
- 4 : : N .- . e
procedures to mire adequatehy reach tWe total Indian community.* This:

“will |ncrease the accuracy of the snformatlon hich must\beiused to make

dec|s|ons about Indian programs and servnces 'u ST o

- ' ?HE”Y+tenec7*andveducathm"f'“condrtlonsvof urban~lndwananneedrtOwbe\
C 1mmed*-m-—morewde.-t-as«l- As dlscussed |n Addemdum B there .are |nd|cations

«nat urban Indians are less llkely to ‘be included on trlbal membership

.

l|sts. Consequently, a more thorough assessment of the ‘ite ‘acy and
'educatlon of 'the urban Ind|an will requjre the dPVelopmen. of strategles
to more accurately identify and locate these’ adults. Whetherlresearch is . C
conducted in -rural or urban regions, one strategy that was found to be |
effective was the development of research.and research desicr by worklng
in close conJunctlon with triba! and other Indian organszatuon*. THls
‘strategy should be continued. in, future research and should unclude the use’

¢

of tribal members as professlonal |nterV|ewens. . o /

>

50ﬁhh0in&séga;ahnhﬁaneedadp&onmopewe+oaelyneuamrnevohemappeventmdvﬁéemeasﬁs‘"
be@ween~aempu®a&wonalwmcansumegmanduhaakuagﬂe&hhm«vﬁwhndwanemandmnon‘ l
,\ Jnd+ane- For example, to-what. extent are dlffcrences due "to defncuenc.es in.
5, u.,~\ the educatlonal system.and to what extent are they due to cultural or l\
B '\.soclo economic differences.which are noL adequately accounted for. Ge*eeo"
| tem&hvs*ﬂ'“%"questwenwabuut”thE"Cﬁﬂ?é§'fﬁ?"thE“Wowe¢u%¢teﬂaeywaﬂd-efusattonal

%oue&euabbavnedwby”studentswfrommB+A~sohoo*s

l
F|nal]y, in many ways the social and ed+catnonal cond|t|ons of Native
Amerlcans living in Oklahoma seem unique. , Yet, the general functnonal

'llteracy of adults in other parts of the nat|on has been shown to be . low

u

‘Also, the severe iliiieracy rates amopg Indlan adults in the computation,

consumer and health areas seem to not be strictly particular to Oklahoma.
: . - / ,

[
-
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FURTHER RESE~~  i5S NEEDED TO DE-
TERMINE IF THE (. LITERACY RATES
.FOUND BY THE A.LE.P. SURVEY IS RE- *
FLECTED AMONG THE NATIONAL IN-
-DIAN POPULATION.

<

Rather, t"ns llllteracy seems to be representat ive of the difficdlties

encountered as Indua/"s populations attempt to gain the educatlon and; skills

necessary to functufn in day-to-day &merican socuety a..mm

then, mﬂﬁﬂt&ﬁm@&%ﬂm&h& Lisarac-andeducat.ionneadsfanad
‘ by the Adult Indian Education Pro_ject survey in Ok]ahomam

Manm—vm-qther tregtorns= eﬂthe. TrakOlig

. L

=,
A
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ADDENDUM A

SUMMARY OF MAJOR FINDINGS AND IMPLICATIONS

The Survey
: .
The Adu]t Indlan Educatlon PrOJect, working with 4o Native American inter-
viewers and 19 trlbal groups and indian profeSSIonals, surveyed literacy
and educational attainment among , the indian adult popttlation in Oklahome.
The 15 month survey, in partlcular, examined ''functional literacy" -
those readlng skills an adult must huve in order to function within day
to~day American society. (This lncluded reading such items as newspape
want ads and-sians jn the grocery stores.) The research was conducted b
the Southwest Center for Human Rélations Studies at the Universtiy of
Okl ahoma on,a grant funded by the U. S. Office of Education, Indian
Education Division'and, in part, by the Office of ﬁgtlve Amerlcan Program .
Upon completlon,the Al .E.P, survey of llteracy and education was one of

the most comprehenSIveasuch surveys in the hnstory of Indian Educatlon.

>y

Educationa! Completion

Over 51 percent of the Indian adults in Oklahoma have not.cdmp]eted high

“school and over 22 percent have ndt gompleted-bgyong the 8th grade.
- _ “\\ .
Only 5.5 percent of Indian adults in the\state have graduated from college.

o

\ .
"Five and seven- tenths (5.7) percent of the Oklahoma Indlan adult population

have completed, a high school equivalence programﬂ

Al

Thirty-seven (37) percent have attended some form of continuing, vocational/

technical or adult education program.
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Itliteracy Rate

¥ : .
The illiterécy rate varies depending on which area of literacy is. .
examined. qugﬁer, in total, there are.an estimated 36,000 indian adults
living in Oklahoma who are fuﬁctionaliyﬁill!tefafe.in'one or more areas. \
Th}s‘represents,56.9.percent of ppé total Lndfan.adult pbpu]at}on. Also,
only .13.9 percent o the édu?ts surveyed were literate‘in all ligeracy ‘ﬁl
areas. ' A | "
:The high illiteracy rates found among'adult Indians in the consumer,
health and computation areas Qére.severe even in comparison to nqn-lndﬁap

. populations. On _some consumér and computation questions there were as,

{

many as 30 and 35_perceﬁt fewer indiahs than non-|ndians able to answer =
the questions correctly, ‘ . - » . /
. ‘ . | / <
Seven and three-tenths (7.3)(percept of Adult Indiaps could not re?d any-
thing ig_ English at all.- o e - / '
. . , . _ y
Literacy Aréas_ . _ . ' ' /

. ~
i

Performance by Indian adults living in Oklahoma in the separate literacy
areas was as follows: ‘

3

Almost 80 percent wc : able to read newspapers.

- Forty-two and eight-ténthg (h2.8)\pe?§ent-lacked the skills necessary
_to function as a'consumer within contemporary American society. Anothér

30.4 percent were only ﬁafginally‘competent at consumer skills.

Qver 63 percent were not able to perform daily arithmetic and an addi-
tional 17 percent.were only .marginally able to do so. . '
Sixty-two (62) percent do not fully possess the skills required to
respond to the health problems.which are of major concern to the

American. Indian community.
Br ‘ ,. .
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Results of Specific Questions—

Performance by Indian adu]ts living in Oklahoma- on speczflc 1|teracy

guestions was as fol Tows : ‘ )
N
Sixty-four and five-tenths (6k4.5) percent could not calculate weekly
wages. '

P

Thlrty SIX (36) percent were unable .to correctly identify what foods

_are proteln foods.

&

Nearly 80 percent did knéw what civil rights a person has‘when arrested.

o - L
Over §O'percent could not add five.two-digft numbers.

N 2

Thirty-five (35) percent did not know the meaning o:l”equal opportunity.''”

Factors Affecting or Affected by Education and 'Literacy ‘ a i .
There were not noticeable differencés between the literacy and educational

-

levele of American Indian men and women.

\ T v ""
. ,.\ )

Resu]ts of the Adult Indﬂan Educatlon PrOJert |ndlcate that.there are not. sng?

nlflcant dlfferences between the |ll|teracy rates of rural and urban Indlans

. ’ : ke

. Those adu]ts who : attended Bureau of Indlan Affalrs schools are functlonlng
at a lower level of 1|teracy performance than those adulits who attended ‘

pub]uc srhools

N

»

~

Both high'school\eQuivalence and continuing,'Vocational/technica] and

adult_educat ion programs have contributed to reducing the illiteracy rate

. - )
among Indian adults. 3
) ) . il

-

. Functional Titeracy is highly related to income level - the more>functiona14g1

. literate a person is, the-higher h!s/her income is likely to be.

195
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. counrt of American lndfans by the 1970 census.

~
-

Other Important Findings - R ;\v,.u

Accord-ng to the Adult_Indian Education Project research there are. 3t
least 16,000 more American lndlans in Oklahoma than previous eftimates

had lndlcated . -’\, ‘ . !
, - ' L -

~Almost 20 percent of the Indian adults in leehoma were‘nnt included in the

t\ . -

\

\A

Thirty-six (36) percent of the‘adult.Indiénshsd{veyed said they were able
to speak some of their tribal language-and 32 p%rcedt,préfertéd their

‘tribal language to Endlish; ' ' \

Implications and Recommendations

o N 1=
P o L.

Over 50 pertent ¢t the adult Indians in Oklahoma th have had enough

.schoollng to be functionally literate did not ac%ually possess the neces-

sary functaond‘ literacy ckllls. . ﬁ
[ .
B . o - 1 .
The severe |11|teracy rate especially in the consumer, health and compu-
tatlon ‘areas calls for |mmedlate corrective programs. "

, - . S T . o

‘v. 3

-Vlndlan educatlonal needs are a statewide probiem that must be‘hand! d by

' 'The needs of ladian adlilts reflect the educatlonal needs for the public

American Ind:ans thenselves, vorking with state and natlonal assistance.

) 1 . R
schoolfng of children. In particular, there.is a need for a greater awareness
cf the problems facinq Indian children. here |5nalso\a need to be sensitive
to and apprecnate the cultural differences lnfluenC|ng how Amerlcan Indian.\'

children and adu]ts functlon wuthtn r'ont.emporary Amerlc\n society.

‘Indian educetion needs to'provide adeqdate preparation“iw the practieal or
functional skills which are useful for survlving and coping adequate]y day-
to~day. Special emphasis is needed for functlonal skills!in reading and -
compréhension of materials related to money and health matters.
251
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Effor's need to be made to develcp tribal and other Indian communicat ion
---- - capabilities.
Data on the educational needs of adult American Indians, especially within

Oklahoma, has been insufficient and must, in the future, be kept

i
'

. up-to-date. .
. N ¢
} " :
\ *
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: : o ADDENDUM B

POPULATION ESTIMATES

The 1970 Bureau of Census SubJect Report on. the’

-American Indlan (]973) estlmated the: total Oklahoma Indi{an population,

all ages, was 96,803, The Bureau of Indian Affairs 1972 resident Indian
population report estimeted the total !ndién population in Oklahom, was

99, 298 However, research done during this survey of !aferqcy and educa-.

Atlon for adu't, Indlans in. the state of Oklahoma lndlcated that the lndlan

populatlon for the state of Oklahoma Qas f15, 800 Th|s meant that- there
were ‘over 15,000 mpre Indians than we had prevnously supposed. The

socnal and economlc |mp1|cat|ons of this funding extend far beyond the
field of educatlon Addendum B detauls how this, estlmate was made and

how it corrected |nadequaC|es in the two prevnous estimates. For severalh
reasons, thus new estlmate was still consndered to be,. itself an under- .

estimation, but there was no adequate way “to determine the actual extent

-
-

of underestimation. B . e _ "

A. Bureau of Census. The Bureau of Census defines an Indian

-as any person who is counted in .the 1970 Bureau of Census
and who enumerates hlmself on that ¢ensus as an Amertcanl
lndlan. As |nd|cated in Section 4.21 of the report, there ?
are falrly gross inaccuracies with thls method of. defini-~
tzon In addltlon, there is consnderab%e doubt as to

".whether the American Indian, at least within the state
of Oklahoma, was adequately surveyed or adequately re-

" sponded during the" 1970 census., These factors.are com-,
pounded bY inaccurecies due to ethnic differences be-
tween the respondent and interviewer and by hesitancy
of the AmeFican Indian community to identify with the
purposes of-research being‘conducted hy persons or
agencies outside of their own cummunity. All of these
:factoré combine.to indicate that the Indian state popu-
-lation figures estimated ty the Bureau of Census is a

considerably low estimate., However, if the -inadequacies
< 199



. Bureau of Indian Affa:rs, then, also conslderably

educatuon of American Indlan< in Oklahoma were ‘taken

to a{rlve at a total count of the actual. tribal popu-

‘tribes was 48,996,

: . Y
[ \
N

i

listed above were solved;, theﬁBureau of Census survey

method would provide the best approach to. *dentlfving,

at least, those American Indiansg not. actualiy lncluded

in any official tribal membershlp llst. .

N

Bureau of Indian Affairs., The Bureau ofxlndian Affairs -

figure is composed over a longer -length of time and.is '

composed in a.way that often encourages peop]e to ifAsure

that their names are lncluded in the- lustlng However, _'"

in defining an Amerucan Indian, the Bureau of\lndlan ’

Affairs includes only those persons who have one fourth

(1/4) or more Indian b1ood (lndlan ancestry) and whe can

fully décument that ancestry many times as far back as -

the 1907 Baws roll (whucH_was |tself |ncomplete).\QAs o ' f
a result, many persons who consider themselves American

Indians are excludedffrom the Bureau of Indian Affairs

lfstings; The popuTatioﬂ statistics provided by the : e

underestumate the actual number of Anerlcan Indians \Y
within the state of Oklahoma. ’ ) : \

R v \\
The Adult Indian Education Project. ~As uiscussed in- \

Seétion 2.12 of the report, the .names used for the Adult \\'

Indlan Education Project's survey of llteracy ‘and

from.a random sample of the tribal membershlp list.
In the process of taking this sample, the: actual .size
of the_hembership was COmputed. When approprlate,
this figure was adjusted to account for the average

1.8 adult Indians within an American” Indian household

lation.” The total membership for the participating
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‘ | “ » FIGURE B-1
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" ESTIMATE CF THE AMER| CAN INDIAN POPULAT | ON RESIDING IN DKLAHOMA

. L
o . N

. - c
< . - . ° I . .

N

- 44,439 DECEASED R HOUSEHOLDS CONTAINING NO “

48,996 ACTUAL ADULT MEMBERS OF THE 19 PARTICIPATING
: ’ TR, &S. ' o
| ]
-b,557 | ADJUSTMENT FOR THE APPROXIMATED 9.3% OF = -
e 1 MEMBERS ON'MEMBERSHIP LISTS WHO ARE .
|

' ) ELIGIBLE RESPONDENT
' x 1.429 - . RATIO OF TOTAL STATE INDIAN "POPULATION TO .

POPULATION OF 19 TR4BES (BUREAU oF INDIAN
AFFAIRS 1972»

63,490 I ESTIMATED TOTAL ADULT INDIANS WITHIN THE
. STATE.

r
i
I

' x 1.82k IRATIO OF ADULTS TO TOTAL POPULATION INDICATED
BY BUREAP OF CENSUS FIGURES (BUREAU OF csnsus
1970 CENSUS REPORT, SUBJECT REPORT ON THE
AMERICAN INDIAN, 1972)

i

115,800 , ESTIMATED TOTAL STATE INDIAN POPULATJON.

. - . . I ! .I .
S . .J
\ - ) G . 7 . o . .
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FiqureB-1 prcvides an‘outline of how lhe adult Indian
population estimate was made, based on this count.of,.
48,996. . fnitielly, this figure was adjusted for'thdee
person§ listed'on“membership lists th have deeeased.
The 19 parEicipating tribes comprfse:70 per;eﬁt of the

) adplt Indians ‘hin the state of Okleﬁoma. Using this
proportion, tr.ie are an estimated 63, 490 American .
Indians who are 18 years of age and over on tribal
mem@ershlp lists of tribes within the state of =
0lahoma. Bureau of Census‘Tigeres‘indfcate thét'tLe
totai Oklahoma Indian poeulaﬁion all ages, is appJoxI-
Wately 1.8 times the number of persons 18 years and 1
older. U5|ng this Bureau of Census proportlon, the ’
Rdhlt Indlan Educatuon PrOJect estimates there are ‘<;'_
115,800 Amerlean Induans, all age5, within the state of

Qklahoma who are members of one of the 34 tribes w1thln"

LY

the state..
? . | . .
. o These popu]atidh figures are, by all indications, more accu- '
' - - . : - : :
- rate than the figures used by either the Bureau of .
Census or the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Yet they stll]
,: - querestlmate ‘the actual size of the American Indian
= " population within the state (by a percentage that cafinot
be computed) for’ prlnCIpalIy three reasons '
a ° - -
i < ~(1) The figures used above exclude all Amerlcan
Indians within the.state who are members of .
_ tribes that are located outside the state. o
\ . (2) In two partlcularly slgnlfucant cases (Creek
\\ . ' . Choctaw tribes), the “igure used for actual |
: size of the tribes state population ex- '
cluded tribal members who resided outside _
- the tribal service area, yet within the state. .
(3) The flgure utilized exciuded a SIgnlflcant,
- though indeterminable, number of Native
-0 Americans residing within the state who for
_ one- reason or another are not officially>
. 4 listed on any of the tribal membership lists.
:\ - . & N
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Ma"Y of theSe persons not listed on\trlbal lnsts are, * e ) -

A belncved to rexlde in urban areas and to be 1ess

' T .nnvolved wsth%the trnbe. A comparlson of A.l.E. P}-
\flgures to Bureau of Census—Tigures 5eems to valndatc
thls.,’Census flgures for. the ‘major urban areas of *he
state (Tulsa and Oklahoma Clty) indicate 29.1. percent
"of the state Ind!an populatlon leSldeS in these. two f'"'
areas. Howaver:ﬂonly 1.4 parcent of the adults on . 3

e tr|ba1 lists lvvé in urban areas and on]y 15. 6 percent
even live in the cgunties containing the urban areas

(Tulsa County and Oklahoma County) Co 5

i

' These three facté“5erve to underline the statement that
even the A.Il.E, P. estimate of the actual size of the T

adult Indian. population |n OkTahoma is~a considerable

'~>-4 ¥

underestlmate ' AN

o ) / S

D. Differénces As mentioned in Section k. 21, almost 20,
percent of those people surveyed |ndncated that they' _5 S o
had not been counted as }merlcan Indlans in the- 1970 | _ ‘IL
; ~ census. - ThIS is conflrmed in that the Adult Indian 0 _ ;("
‘ Educatnon Perect s estlmatedxtotai population frame ; DR .:3 v'q
|nd|cates thaf there are at Jeast :9 6. percent more ' h " o
R Amerlcan'lndlans in th% sta;e of Oklahoma than is ; L R
-ibkwndlcated by the 1970 Bcreau of Census report.: Thl§
L o 'same population frame-indicates that thare are at f : ' co
| - ' least 16. 7 percent more persons cons:dered by the~ ' . |

‘tribe to.be Amechan Indian’ than are |nc’uded'in

BIA population eStfmatesﬂ } ' '
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