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The purpose of this paner ic to wxamine the relationshins between diversnl
<3 : =Y
& polerized audiznces and Grerge C, Ucllaco'z spezking in acsessing imnants of the
by 1962 precidential canpaign,

The rhetariczl citueticn of Ceorgn C, Jallace in the 1968 precident al campaign
D = ' i *
Ly was uniqus amorn recont malor candidates in that he censistontly ‘attractod hichl

£ N ’ " ~

and diversely polarized auditore, Uith Mixen and Humphrcy, it might bz obs=rved

that moct auditors vcrc neutral teo csliohtly-positive or slightly-nzcativi, Ynot

neither of these national party candidatces cvoksd the emotionelly--chargnd cccortance

or rejection which cheractarized the rzspenses te allace, The pursmoz2 of this -
\

paper ic to cvaluatne U l1 ce's camnaion snraking ae a szries of nessages.directod

toward auditors holding polariz.d vieus,

In this effort ue have chosen to utilize Rokcach's classificatien of open and .

closed-mindedness to charactnrize the immadiate auditers ef lUelleec'c canpeign

snnaking, An auditor is charecteriznd as "closed" if he refuses to recogniza the

[y

validity of a statement on its owvn merits; “he ouditor is charact-rized as “epen

vhen he is willing to do 50. It choulcd b2 noted that the typical ilallace cudicnce ;

cont d both closad=rocitivz and cles-d-ncgative ouditorc, /
'allacc's standard. speoch during the cameaign was decsigred to ecchioys maximum

%

accentahility throuch exprocsion of the sontiments of ‘2 large segment of che popu-

(a2

lation. Thic ceorent, which was tha largest group during mocst of his cpaechnrs in

the South and northeorn "Haci1 ash" areas, may be characterized as "closed-pocitiva"
suditors vho-tend2d tc stroncly acerpt lUalloce's ctatements because of his cource
credihility, Typical ree ctlon" from this group w=re "ihatever Georqe fayc is good’

enough for me® and "You to’l tem, George," A second group was a "closed=-nznative"

.-

Qroup which tended to feject statements because of the lov credibility thoy ascribad -




2
to the source, In some speeches, particularly befﬁre northern co llene audiences,
this group was a large secment of the audience. Included wvers the h=cklers, blacks
and liberal whites who vicwed Wallaca's candidacy as a tihrveat to liberzlism, The
third groun at mest speeches, froquently the smallest in nurber, consisted of "open"
neutral or slightly biased (frequently negatively-hiased) observere,
I,

In 1968 Uallace's name wvas on the ballot in every state, Uith a legitimete
. third-pafty candidacy, the major thrust of the early “allace campaicn uas to praclude
. any other candidate from recciving a majority of the electoral vote, thus forcinn

the Housc of Renresentatives to decid= the contest, allace's plan was to sunnort.

wvhomever endorsed 'Southern" nrograms, which meant "presumably teking a very hard

line on law and order, and agreeing to make the fcoderal novernment ston doseorncation
., 2 N
in schools, labor unions, and so on,"

But as the campainn progresscd, 'allace prasented hims21lf more and more as a

viable contender for the Prasidency $tenlf, Matinnal Oherrunr noted in Serdombar Lhabs
Mr, Yallace donsn't talk these daves about throwino the elrction into the
Housc. of Ropresentatives, MNor do:s hn consider himself a po»r =roker in the
Electoral Collece, uhore a rdead=locked election could b settlcd without rver
going to thm House, He beolieves that he can he Precident, anrd his wnice rane
with conviction vhen ho told his Texas follovers here last ucek: Mg not only
y . . k)
have a good chance, we have the bost chance, to win the Preczideney,"
¢ One reason for this optinism was that "a lot of old-lin- Democrats are switchine to
‘me becaucn they feel Humnhrev can't win, and thsy can't hrina themnsclvzs to synnort
a Reruhlican," A Harris poll ranFed that his largest nenctration was amonn inde=-
pendent voters, 1In the North, be was attracting one in cix independent votes, and
- . 4 '
half of those in the South,

e The campaigr was succeerding largely becauce the major partirs, vhich Ualloce . )

denounced by acserting "there's not a dime's uworth c¢f difforonce botycen the tuo,"

_had'failcd to provide satisfactory answers for substantial segnonts of the phblic.

T . . -

‘Nationzl Obseruor warned that Democratic:and Republicah avoidance of ‘ctrong -stands

’
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on th2 VirtMan conflict could backfire, for "he already has the corner on thz gut

.
PRI

issue of race, Th2 major partins, unless one of them adopts a clear stand on

=S
Vietnam, risk giving him the gam= on that gqut issu-z, too,"”

Meanwhilz '!lallace was moking rhotorical apprals, using on» M"standord" spacch,
Rotert Heoy ohserved that "ho makes the same point at each ston, uszing ncarly
identical lancuace, The contents of z2ll !Yallace speeches is virtually identicalj

"6 3
most of the phraces arg, too, In Houston on Augqust 6th 'allace defendnd this
practice, charcing that "news nedia preple conplain that on aluaye cive the camn
speech, I do say the same thinos in Texas that cay in Massachusette, Some

/‘

peonle aro tired of folke uvho cay one thing in the Scuth and another in the !'!orth."7

But some audicnce adaptation wes aﬁparent, for whzn spezking in th2 South Uallece

appealed strongly te scctional pridej; in theo tlorth and test he claimed that his

movoment was national rathcor éhan sqckionai. In Salem, Vircinia, h= charged that

"Nixon zaid tho other day that 1 wasn't fit te be president, Do you know what he

was saying?. He was saying no Southernor ié fit to be president, That's wvhat he uas
i saying, And both national parties have used Vircinia , , , and the South as the

doormat [of the nation.j"8

11,
The largest segment of most Yallace audiences, narticularly in the South,
included listencrs who tended to accent everything statedaas highly credihlg, These
auditors provided the largest group of financial and political supnortars, A

Christian Sciencr [innitor aditorial eoxaminad the Yallace anpeal, obscrving that:

Few people are neutral about former Governor Yallace, He hac performed a
. useful scrvice in articulatino, in brinecing to the surface, -the deen apprehensions
\ . which the "silent Americans"=—and some not sa silent——feel and fear, He has
' proved that millions arc nrofoundly discusted with th» disruptino militants in- ,
university or chetto, vith the unuvashed amone the hippies, with coddlod criminals,
_afd with Yashinnton when it is in its "hnaurarracy knous bact" mood,

But thosp who criticize and indeed foar the allace nhencmenon arrun that his
‘remedies ara. too”hrutally simple, that they sugaest phvsical retrihutions too
often, that they breed hate and susnicien when Arerica needs, ahbnve ell,
conciliation and compassion, “And that, thouch Mr, 'tfallace denies racism, hn
would move very slouly to correct those ane=0ld injustices on which hlack :
militancy feeds, The critics maintain that not all intcllectuals are leftists, :

oLty
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that most courts do jail criminals, that black militants are a spall minority,
and that therec arc othar crucial issues besides "law and order,"” ‘

In appearance the tlallace supporters were less sophisticated than the audiences

which heard most political candidatas, ‘Thé flational Obsorynr reported that "“crowds

who heard !allace were nearly all-uhite, They uere not well-drecsed; T-shirte out-
numbered ties by far," ‘Wallace supporters carried sions bearinag such'.sloganc as
"We love America, 'Yallace and anple pie" and "True Pmericans ldve Uallace," Ancther
4
characteristic of lallace aucdiences was their'iééli
The crowds also exhibit a quality that must he =een and felt to be fathomed, @ _
and that quelity is tho zeal uwith which they receive and «rplaud the Wallece )
message, They've heard or read it bkeferej he cives the same speech vhrreoyer

he goes, rarcly verying it apprrciahly; agd the dutiful croud waits to applaud
the punch lines that it knous is coming, '~

This readiness to applaud is another indication that thes=z auditors alrcady had
closed their minds prior tc the spezking situetion, Louis Harris provided additional
demographic information uhan he describgd tho attributes of the typical Uallace

supporter, According to Harris, most supporters ceme from the middle $5,000-110,000

income group and high—cchoeol cducated groups; 99 per cent uecre vhite, ovur 20 ner

his roception, perticularly that he had a oenerally necative nrofile among all voters,
though 77 per cent admired him for "having the courace to czay vhat he rzally thinks."12
This poll concluded thot 'fallace wes taking cuay more votes from the Rcbublicans
than from thc Cemocrats, and Muith Ualloce cut of the race, the-E0P would be at
» 13 ‘

least 3 points gstronger,®
. . r ~ N
Several political analysts esttrituted Uallace's cucceses as “the plum of political v

' 4 . . : c s

demagocuzry in a period of national turmoil,"1 or sirilar ideology, The Chrictian

Science Moniter dismissed the third-party platform as "a combination of Populis

appeals,. white supremacy, neu assistance to the eldorly, and a spccial addrrgs to %

1

the concerns of the lower middle cLass."15 Rouland Evans and Robert Novak nredicted

%

that Wallace could surpriée predictors hecause "no“one is rore skilled than Wallace

at exploiting tha fears and anti-black hostilities of whites fridhtened at the

e

ek
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' A
Meoro revolutien."1~ Robert Hey reported the affects of racial tensions on the
audiences Jallace addressed, notinns -

In part it is economic——fear that the black man will takn away the uhite
man's blue=collar job, And that he will move into a white man's neichborhood
and cause pronarty value to nlurmnet,

It ic also fear of phyeical violence, Fear that the black man is inhrrnntly
mors violent then tho uhit-, and that when nresent he will cause violence to
whites on city streets and in public schools, 1’

Throughcut the campaion '!allace denied he was a racist, but the Christian Scisnce
Monitqg-recordéd "cues" in his messagas which emphacsized the anti=black appeal and
provided for immediate audicnce resnonsess

He says be would sre that "not one dime of foderal money" is spent o hus students,
to achieve racial intorriation of schools, His sunporters stomp and chrer,

But th= most thunderous ovation cemes when he promises “to repral the 1568
open-housing lau, which ha reonatedly charces "oould tell you who to sell vour
*house to,"'"

tlallace was optimistic, predictino h2 would carry all scvznteen states in the

Southern Governor's Confereance, In his sneeches, this prediction uasz phrased, "No
“you know why we're ooing to come out uith a 17G-=vote bace in the South? .It's because
Southernars have for too lonn heen called pra=pickers and neckeruoods and crackers

a
1@

ec, and thovt'r~ cicglt gnd ticsd of it, This line, according

e

hy the tuo major nart

to Mational DMhserunr, "mvar1 hly brince his audisnce to its faet, yelling *Yah~hoo,!

<

, ) 20 .
and 'You tell 'em, Guoocz, ! and 'Give 'em hell, Geproe The idras nresented by

lallace wore thus desipned prirarily for immediate cffect, 1In a July speech in

Columbus, Ohin, he nromie~d to "shake the eye teeth of liberals in hoth parties,"21

which became a standard conment in his later spaoé“e s, Another ctendard line wac the
- 4 i . .
hynothetical illustration, "“if you g-t knocke 04 th= hoar vhen you ualk .out of here,
the person vho kéccked you onlthc hcad is out of/jail hefare you 2re out of fhé
hospital, And on ‘onday théy'll try 'a politcman about it,"
Uhile it is undeniable thét Ualléce‘built His politicai pbwor in the South upen

s

defensn of segrosation, during the 10562 campaign it beceme evident that his platforn.

had extended %o 'thervdono stic icsucs and to United 5‘ ates foreinn policy\as-ucll.
, . N

N

The Naticnal Obscrver comnmented that:
/ ; .




To dismiss George lJallacc ac a racist or a'dFWGSDO ic to usly unrder-
stimete his allure, His appcal is troade far breoedn t cicn, anc his
theonns tn vitz2l to he contained within mere demagogery, He spﬂ.ks to tke cut,

not the brain, And in th~ nolitical and social unrost of 1062 it iz the cut
1gsw°°——gr1n cinally racn and Yictpon but olso student revolts, Comnmunism at home,
and Federzl intervention in local affairs——that dividz the na\.lon.‘-:S

’.')

Uhile the "a2llacs anrcal expandzd far kteoyond raciem, his surporterc tried carefully

to avpidlacc:ntuating raciczl bias as a campaign issuc whencver possible, But oven
with the ;ublimation of race as an issue,' the rPSLdual effect vas sufficient tc remain

. a major uniting factor for favorable auditors, Probably the second most important
factor in th~ Morth vas unicnicm, Harris observed that:

Since therz arz more union nmemtors in th2 tlorth than in the South, the unions
represent Uazllace's main arna pf nen~tration above ths Mason=Dixon 1ine, . . .
The common band that scus tocether his unusual assortment of political allies
is dominantly race, Sevanty=three per cent of all Wallace supnorters want '
prooress for fleoroes to be halted, Almost as neny, 67 per cent, say thoy "frel
s uneasy personally cue to the prospoct of race rints in their own community, n24

Thus the tallace platforn articulated underlying frustrations common amcng many

-lower/middle~income white Anoricans, It indicted the federal ocovernrent for intrusions

into public education union seniority and anprenticeship lists, voter qualifications,
25

reaprortionment, civil richts and pronnrtv ounershin,

.

111,

In almost every snna ¢ing situation ''allace faced a diversely nnlerized audience

~ "
Y

containing closed-poéit@ve and cloéed-negativn auditors, Among the clesacd=nenatiye
segment were hecklers Hﬁpm "!allace faced thrdUghout the -camnainn,. In the South, this
element was less ohviqgstut almozt alvavs present, Throurhout the oérly starces nf
the.canpaign "Jallace w&s Aécklad; nnot only did he handlrn these protnsts nffectively,
he thriQed on them, Uccalzheckling'uas used §0 raise the ancer of his follouers and
to demonstrate to all wvho wguld listen the prohlons of fmorica==the treakdown of lau
'26

' and order, anarchy in the strrets, and irresponsible dissent over Vietnen Utilizing- --

hecklers for "damonstration Hy example" became an intcoral part of the camnaion sneach,

P

.'reflectlng the tallace sty1° and ‘adding immadiacy tb build the emotional‘iﬁtdnsiﬁv of

'
A

- his ‘message, The Christian Science Mon*tor reports d thats




7

In any one speech these sallies comprisc only five minutes or so, Typically
the Wallace speech lasts hz2if an hour, After having established hies vicw that
both Renublicans and Denocrats arae responsible for failing to seclvs the srchlems
that now nlasuz the nation, he elaboratgg on the problems, and in oconeral terms
discusses his apprecach to solving them, : ' :

Richard Strout doscribed the handling of hecklers more graphically in rnporting

\on a Philadelnhia cnonchs

3
al, If you havz been traveling vith hin vou bave
cy gibcs, and effective sallics, But they are

n exultation, goor now, hz telle the hncklors,
r lovenher G M<°

George Yallaco's hich voice comes over the loudspeaker, 2 firehrand drenning
+ 1

heard it all before-~—=his &t t
new to the audichcm, It roars
"You won't h~ zhle to do it af

lHational Obenrunr sunoocted the rationale for thie tactic: that as a2 lawyar

himgelf, Ballace uas merely axercising an old adage of the lcpal prefession—if the

are anainst you, arcue *h2 lawj if the lau 'ic against you, arcue tha factss if
. i

re against you, five the oprosing attorney hell, florcover, “allect's cdantatiions
. L
|

to hecklers wore hinhly «officctive in erhancine the inmpact of his nrosentation o thq
v

manzuver,| A silent pretusl cas offoctive in Seiem, Virginiae; studonts scatiored S

o)
[$9]
W
[S
l—l
(9]
]
o
0
Lz ]
(o]
cr
3
&)
cr
[ 3
[
'_l.
or
J
o}
ct
<
o]
1
o
jo]
'—l

among tho budienc: of 2,500 hold up cinns rradi

]

heckling, ir, Yzllect sturtlcod throuch his cneech, cot little resnonze from the
packed houst, and thz whole rally uas stale," Another countermnancuver vas emnloyed

at San Frandicco Statc College in October when hecklers actyally Cheered the = cakér,

1

’
14 28

The "horribl% example! technique failed misoratly in thisféetting, and the situatinn
N ., R

&

. ? . —EU . K
bothered Ualﬂace noticeably, In Beaumnnt, Trxas, Ua}lacc attacked'ithe press and
news media ininmeneral when students pursued a similar tactic., e T8

e

In Youngstoun,

SN

of electrician' ;tape.missed. On ﬁctdber 22nd he was s¥ruck by_an_iﬁple.corh in T~

. ’ ’ i & “ B
Oshknsh, Yisconsling a penny and an cog missed. In Depiver a love meflallien was throun,




',

8 .
Thus just as George tlallace served a useful functien for Amarica by articulatine

the feelinas of anothef-sngmqnt of the population, it mioht be argued that thi~ croup

of clesed-nneative auditors also performed a useful function-—articulating a counter-—

reaétion, parficularly through‘the seif—congrollnd tynes of protest which emarced

during the final stages of th= campaign, As a messagé formulatoer, UallacéAwas‘able

to effectively use the group uhichgremained claosed=nenative as a means of'reinforﬁing

closed-positive auditors, reassuring them that their nccoative reactions toward

yoythful dissonters wers justified and that the throat was real,

1v,

t

When the votes uere tallied, Georce yallace carried only five southern states,

with a combined total of 45 rlectoral votns, He came close in a fou other southnrn.

and border states, but t'ar short of his more optimistié predictions, Uhile thz
presidency was decided by the clectoral collece rather than by the House of Renre-
sentatives, denyino Uallace the pover he had honed to exert, ha felt his|{campairn

had forced accepntance by tho tlixon Administration of a "Southorn stratcay!" rore

!

-
!

o

favorahle to 4allace sunperters,” . ’ (

—

.

Uhatever it did not do, the thirde-narty =ffort forced heth Dermocrats and

Republicans te nore critically cvaluate their precrams to wip voters back inte their

. . - : \
parties, Perhaps the most positive value of the allace candidacy wag the »rticu-

latinn of ninority views which mipht otheruise have bean ignored, and thr identi-

i

fication of attitudes not prmovicusly recocnized for seriouc censicderaticn, Perhans

the mogt serioun cicadvantac~ of the third-norty -ffort waz the ctrong polarization

ercouraned by reinforcing closad attitudes—=both closed=positive and closad-nsgativa, ©

Georgn tjallece provod that through devoting hirmself to the identification and articu-

lation of supnragsssd and ignered frars and coals-that he could gain a rmoasure of

[A]

'-l-
(42
[

pouver, Through speakina in terms acczptable to the clesed-po ve and tarcly M"oron®

auditor, he also limited his candidacy as acceptable only to thocw auditors, forcower,

\ P

part of thc :vhetorical potency of Yollace's 1568 campaign is attritutable to the



\

i
.
!

expiﬁitatiof of the polarization evidqﬁ£~in;his audiences, _ua;lgce used tﬁis;

I - Y [

‘polarfizatidn to heightén'the immediate impact of his spesking and to rally and -
solidify c osed-positive auditors, = : . I N

i .
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