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rf\;' indifferert szz of conflicting velues, thase seexm 1o be the central experiences .
. i < 4 + > > + 4 L 3 e L . o . . .
[ of wasterr man at this point in the twentieth century. A terrifying ennu
— .
o a sense o7 nowsr;ea ness, a loss of hope mark peorle's attitudes toward their
ELf lives, their future., their dresms. For the moment there seems to be no
H . . . [
‘compelling dream, no evolving ordery no promising prospect. ‘Western man _
. . !
Tinds himse2lif swimming through seas of shredded computer printouts end ‘system i Y'f
enzlyses, looking ahead through clouds of faintly sweet smelling photo-chemicals, i
to thickening clouds of even sweeter smelling poisons. - . . : '
. . /. i
' !
H
! ]
And I receive this invitation. Speak to your brethren, the other purveyors - l~
4 _ ' S
< e s S g !
of the old dreams; tell them about "Interdisciplinary Approaches to Cultural |
. t
'\\ . . !
Diversity." The ve sound of it is somethinz like a machine fart enteel of :
y Ty . 3 s genw
coursne , perfumed and hissing. It does have the virtue of such things;‘a - o
hospitable ambiguity, an openess ‘to being misunderstood. I tried being honest f“
. . ' . : P
. . - . 1 .‘
about it, and sent the following note to the NCTE machine. . i<J
Dear NCTE, ’ /
While I have some ideas about Interdisciplinary Avproaches to Cultural ‘
Diversity, I am not sure what the program planners had in mind with this
) title. I night, for example, be abla to discuss the way in whicth a
S ilumenities course I teach, The Artist and the Greening of America explores
, value differences between youth and the general culture. I am in the |
' : Droc 38 of preparing a Humznities course called\E¢tablishments end. [
: .
. P PR . y . : . I
g% Minorities which vwill explore cultural dlveroluy throu zh the arts it |
QX | . might examine ethnicity, the politics of minorities, sex/age group ;
%? diversity, rural-urban vzlue conflicts, etc. To be candid about it, _j
. [ L ' L I
QX however,. the course is one I'1ll be teaching for the first time. It was ;./
THIS OOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO- ) ‘ . T
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I recieved no-response; and so I comz to you to speak of the Greening o

be, hope.

" about the old virtues nnless they'can hope in tomorroq. It ~rOOV1n and reppl

IWith kids is bullshit, and I think it is, so is érammar., This. t1me‘we ought to"

hfad—wagon, agalnet standardlzed tests, and for a v1sion of our tasks as teachers

»\;at NBC. .

developed by.Dr. Fred Schroeder of cur depariment and he nignt b2 a fr
: . o .0 F LT '

better sporesman egbout the course than I. "I would be nappy Lo narticipate,:

and willing to work &t developing whatever —oplic the progrem planners had

in mind, but would appreciate a bit of guidence. -

-

Americe that was, of looking back at human consciousness_to find the‘thin,quej

of the human spirit, that sense of the difference between what is and what might

./ ' . o

A . . -
. . . 4 ' . .
R . I . - R

But why this oracular stance, you might ask. - Why doesvthis'pretentious .

‘little wop want toc lay a sermon on us? I mean for Christ sake, it's only a

section at HCTE. Who cares? - Well, I've not been invited before,'and vwho

knows when it'll happen agaln, and besldes 1t s time for us to tadk agaln of

2

these old questions. - Romsnee is going out of our profe351onal llves, and

pe"haps we can . soften the horrors et tne new basic skllls verslon of Cl&%SICism,

at least we can remind ourselves that we won't really convince our SuLients

make a stand a sband agalnst the recycling of ord mlstakes, agalnst the neweau;f

y

that demands as much lip service to hooe, truth,‘justice,_end the search for

values as it does -to narrow Journallstlc conceptlons of good usage.'vThis'time;',ff'

 we ought to pay as much attentlon to Cardinal Vo"ﬂn and The Taea of a Unlveroltz

as we do to Edward Newman and the search for truth, utlllty, and better language‘ [
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liberal Zdream <7 what freedonm and educatisnn nzi to do with each otftrer. Shortly

=]
1\

. - . e} - < E 3]
after she sta-led, she stopged me in the midd

of our upstairs hallway, dropced

to the ficor ani crossed her legs Indian-style. I knew she wanted to talk.
Some lessons tnz Cpen School tausght very. well. She opened with, "Dad, there is
nothing that is right in the world." I looked at her and then I sat dowm. I -

taiked about hew Carol and I leved her, and how she loved her mother and me;
about Ed znd Pete; about the times in the woods when .we all danced, and 9aﬁe CoeT
. N :

tc feel at one with each other and the green and growing earth. You see, even

though ¥ know ebout teenage overstatements and self consciousness, and coming

of age, I was shocked. She meant it. She meant it in a way no one T had

\~_ . ) \:
known in ail my youth msant it. And she was speaking not just for herself.

She'd been talking to twelfth graders end teachers, %o young pecople she knew

were bright and they'd told her about corporations and governments, about
/ AN _ .

pollution endwar, sbout death and madness. Her generation has a clear s 2nse
N . T ; . . .. . .‘ . e s ’ >
of how slim the chances are tiiat man will prevail, even in the limited sense of

dying well, of leaving a healthy world for whatever new forms of life  evolution

is hatching. CShe knows, and so do her friends thst we can blow it all; may in
fact already have done so to make our armpits smell differeat. She and they

wonder if anything they will or can do, czn make a difference. I'm not certain

they can, but then no one has ever been certain how all this consciousness would

“

turn out. Once the species became the spzcies, it had both the hopes of life

and the certainty of death. "Will the species survive?" is not a new question;

though it does seen, someshow, more pertinent at this moment. - 'Pernaps only
L4 ’ ,‘. o ’ i
- i .
W bacause we're the jonss asking and snswering it,

o

4

E o N . ‘
ERIC,
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d how often the question is there,. in one form or gnother, in. what all of

3 -‘ ey ‘-1 ' . ]
us say and do. I notice, for example, thzt when we all looked hard at the energy

{

crisis =2nd thought about the future, we siowed dowm to ;5 and turned down the

-

back &% 70 and going hot and

)
i

thermostats. Since we've stopped looking and we'r

r

heavyr. Sometimes we all ssem to me to be "carve diem"ing ourselves into &nd out
of everything from sex to spowmobiles. I don't know that we shouldn't be, but
I sense & kind of desperateness in all of it that I want.to quarrel with. .In

fact, I think education must quarrel with it, célling at once for some return to

cur traditions and for some change in our vays., Recently in teaching some Human-

ities courses to "rusty" ladies and "shiny" kids, end in talking with the secon-
) T — . : .
dary school teachers about science fiction, the future and interdisciplinary

studies, I ve begun to get some feeling for the shape of my quarrel with despair.

. -
.

S In 1969 the "rusty" lédies'decideq they wanted. to knéw what was in ihé
"stﬁffﬁ their flower-children sons and daughters were lis%éning to and reéding.
The ladies call themselves "rusty". They are well educated housé#iVés who_want
to understénd-theAworldfarouﬁd them. They are theubest of stu&enis, who, without
tests or grades or credits;lfor the sheer szke dkanowiﬁg,’reéd everythinglon
I . : :
time, and want to tall about it, at length. I've only had as/mgch.fun teaching
Tth gradﬁr“; and thén only wheﬁ I was very good. “The ladies never waited for’
"that. Together we £alked.of‘rock nu51c and Kurt ‘o ne&ut Joseph Heller, Loren
Elsiey, Herman Hesgv; H#eil Postman, Ralph Zllison, N. Scott Momadey s&nd Rdﬁe?t

Heinlein. We strugsled throush: Cheries Reich's reinful prose to try to under-

stand what consciousness ITI was, and wonizred 177 we could (or wintad to) schieve

it. /The course vas as "ntede ciriinary s Chrisi Superstar,

FRIC. o u e

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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*JiﬁifHendrix's'Ster Svangled Besnper, Eiélejs treatiss on the meening of evolu- .

TITT e e 3 o2

t*on a .coupie of popular'philosophers and a 33 year old ”ngllsh | teacher wlth‘an—»—-

underg*adaate phi i ophy minor, ‘who- Cen‘* read e note of music, could make it.

.But, at'moments,’it worked, =nd the ladies. cried over'”She's Leaving HOme"

unders ding that the Beaties weren't really conv1nced a runaway could flnd urue

v L

. .

love w1th a used car salesm,n that the naman dlmen51ons o’ the Chrlst stlll held

——— . - K

meaplng “for some of their chllaren that you could hear the agony of blacxness, )

-

hope for man’s con’c:.nu;mfD evolutlon prenare for the i‘uture, and tan:e goy in the

-“Greening of America. We eveq came to see the naive omantlcism of it all and

;//f/'

“and wished them well in their pursuit of our dreams.

- sensed the possibility for madness implicit‘in the'new_éonsciousness, and*I “f“f”iy

g N

remember we noted the step from Hesse s Steppenwolfe to the Thzrd Relch and the

ubermensch was short. We worried abouu that.’ In the end we got a sense of

diversity, of the differences between the "younger generation" and.ourselves, - -

-

A year or two later the ladies wanted to look at the fﬁture; and this time

" we managed to. get five feduTty members, a nhllosopxer, a'mathematician, a biolo- .

ERIC
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‘burezucratic society. Ve ended by utre,en;ng th courge 1rto a second year andlu'ﬁ

glst, a sociplogi$t3 and me to work with them. They still wore us out. I taught

some science fiction fro=m a collection called Survival ‘Printout edited by a

t

combuﬁ r; the mathematician compzared the predictive aceuracy of the club of-

Rome's Limits cf Grewth with the accuracy of Kurt Vonnegut's Player Piano, and

£ut and other ar

ct

decided Von ists might be right about .as often zg the scientists.

=

_The biolog'st talked about Utooian Motherhood and genétlc controli. The~philesopher

analyzed Roaak s Where the Waateland ‘Ends. The“sociologié; took us into a post-

I got a chance to ay Ursula LeGuin's Thz Dispossessed and-Harlan Ellisonﬁs."

N,
\,

\ept T w -, . ,
¥an", baside Tlaine Norgan's Tne Descent

@

~

"Repent Harlequin Cried the Tick-Tock




of Voman choser by our biologist, and Mar Alone, a study of alienation in the

twentieth century, chosen by the vhilosczher. The mathermztician had us =11 play

2 game-called Globzl -Futures and our socislogist set it zll in the context of a

édciolqgical model for changing ourselves,;nd"thé.ﬁéiii;'>T0255y,that we enjoyed--—
the experience and learned from each othér is too weak.‘ Those two years repré—
sented fcr_all the faculfy and, I'think, for most of oﬁi students, én educaiional
experience that took us ouﬁ of the narrow conffngs of specializations énd:toward

what a liberal education ought to be zbout. We acquired a sense of the limitless

problens and promises of alternative fuﬁures, a sense of ﬁhevlbng-hisfory of
Woman's struggle with destiny, and-sqme sense thaﬁywﬁaiflay éﬁéé& for the species,
:givgn sore fortungte‘accidgnts éf'a type comﬁon to-ﬁuman history, might not be |
any worse than what lay béhindf We came to knoy.that in the differences that lay.
between us, we had the only meeas a&ailable to%bvefEOme the limiﬁétions of our

habitual ways of thinking and knowing. We came to celebrate our diversity.

- Last spripg the Nationzal Humanities Faculty sent me to Colorado Springs to

talk with some teachers who.were tpinking about trying to develop a humanities
course option for 'secondary school students in District 11. The team included

-

Latin teachers, mathematicians, science fiction fans, biologists, art teachers,
musicians and others. They'd been visited by various humanists and wanted to

"do somsthing", but they wars concerned sbout two problems: the integrity of

. . N

>

their disciplines and the néed.to assure the development of basic skills: As
we. talked about these problems, it becamz clear to us that studentc have a

considersble problem acquiring skills to nmuster disciplines that seem to be

1

.

telling them "there's no tomorrow." We zgreed ihat the students needed to kaow

“the truth, nseded to know the odds wvere long, but we wanted then to know that

the odds have &lwszys been long, that the species has faced disaster and prevailed,

'

ERI
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that thers was end is hogpe. Ve found, beiween uc, = course we czlled Man

Tne Possibility of Perfectabilizy. Let == outline for you a shape of

urse To coms,. the bare bones of what those teachers want to give to

in order to suvply them with a reason to mas:t2r Math, Sciencs, -English

MAYN'S FUTURES: THE POSSIBILITY OF PEZRFECTLEILITY... -
oi

Objectives . o - | o :

An'Explorau;on of Change and Ch

ce
ce

To explore witha students alternative soluulons for some of the most
significent problems of today and tomorrow I

i

2. To "develop students' literacy in the basic disciplines through
interdisciplinary study '

"3. To develop in students an awareness of the interrelatedness of various
ways of knowing and of the value of interdisciplinary approaches to
préblem solving :

L, mo give students a sense of power and hope about man's capacity to
solve problems and about their own ability to aid in that process
Basic Course Strategy B C

i

o

The course will be interdisciplinary, involving teachers from at least

three subject areas in planning and teaching topics. Topics will vary from:
school to scheol and grade level to grade level. Approximately T5 - 100
students will be involved in each school. All courses will be electivks

which will not substitute for required course work in the subject areas.

~

Some Questions and Azcwnrptions To B2 Explored

of p:rfectability gpring from tha faith that since man is
S s can change himself and/or his world.

Inherent in this idea is the belief thui man can ChQOSm his owa future. -

- . 'y r
what srz tho available choices and which ones should we ma LeZ
a. 1n cur personal lives Y L
b. in our social order et -
<

Are our choizen detérmined? 1If so, whab difference does that make?

Americzns have tended to sce thez future =23 o promise, as the fufillment
of the jfrierican Drean. Whaot chinces are here of realizing that dream?
S )
S
,//’
/ g}\




_Possibilities for Or anizaticn

1. A history of the perfectability of man

2. GCods and heroes as.models of perfection (myths of perfec tability)
Perfecting the snec*es~ evolum*on and awareness ’
L. Tdezl views of msn: from Plato to Heinlein

.
t

. Perfecting and knowledge: awarsness perfected

--—Per;eeuins—our‘concroL of the world _ .
. Evolution and revolution as the search for perfection e
9. How to perfect the future and/or ourselves -

3

l‘ -

5. Societies Perfect and Imperfect: The Repub.ic to The Dispossessed
6 :
T

8

The course is an exploration of the diversity of the humen past in order “=Jf

to discover the possibilities of a human future.

At present I'm teaching a2 new version of the course dbouﬁ the Greenifig of America

to undergraduates. I wish I had time to explore with you;the differences between;f'

the way my_"shiny" students and those "rustv' ladles comnort themselves. Let it ..
‘suffice to say that 211 that glitters is not enllghtened; My students end. f are,
however flndlng that the popular artlsts of the s1xt1es 11Ke Paul Slmon,\John

: Lennon, Robert He1nle1n Loren Elsley, Roger Corman Rlchard Brautlgan And&
harhol Ken Kesey, Frank Zappa, Lawrence Ferllnghettl, and others belleve w1th jf}
Charles Relch that human belngs can chanbe themselves and the world Pround them,vi
can perfect the- spec1es and preserve llfe. I thlnk mj students need this. ‘I_fﬁ
think they need to be remlnded that the artlsts and azearers ere, on. balanc
.rlght. Thej need to be remlnded becense 1960, even 1970, seems far away for  .“
them and me.;*I played parts of Kenneey's inaugural for chen, and asked them ;f.;5
they cculd believe any pclitician seyingjsuch th{ngs; i thinkjyou kncv'whem i’
their answer Wa3. The‘world seens to Eevcnengingfet-sucn airate thet their child;?

hood is light years away from their adulthood, and they find %hemselves_iiving in

Can allen culture, lost in diversity, nesding to undersitand the roots and riches

-

' of their differences. .
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S F 33 v~ T e ~% -2 - .- = - Lrap? 2.
w-derstending. I want to share with ther some gifts. The gifts I want to give

are the zifts I recaivad. 5 father, z second generaiion Itzlian American gave
z N b =) (=

them to me. There were two. First he gzr2 me a faith in knowing, a belief that

~ - -

I could mearh, that man could learn to b= other than he is. He almozst finished

& bachelorfs degrze in bu31ness tnrouﬁ- <he Universities? ‘Eytens1on\DIVIslon-*—~w——-
He wo‘“ed at it until he marrled at age 25. He stopped going to regular'classes

- . at the azge of sixteen. I can rehvmber his t,k1n5 oy brothe*s and I to the St.

Paul Public Library every Saturday morning and waiting for &n hour or two, while

~

we found what we wanted. As the father of three teenagers, that patience awes-.

me, especially because I remember how'many things my father had no patience for;

When I W°nt through my DhD fraduatlon at ege 34, my father kissed me on the steps -
of Norrlll Hell. It was the first kiss in 20 years and we both knew whose dream

) / _
I was living out. For as long as I can remember, even when we yelled and shouted

at each other {as Italian fathers and sons will) about my changing from Physics
. to English, he said, ' uaa»ever you learn no onz can’ take away from you."

Vocational education was not,his concerrn, nor is it mine.
: ’ vl

The second gift he gave me was a feith that what I did mattered; that what

I said.counted; that each human being made choices that effect others; that
N\ L .

each human being had to choos: what he or she thought was right; and that those

choices had-to be respzcted even if T diin't thln they were right. :You should

understand that he hzd 25 much difficulty living up to these idez 3 as we all do. «

Yhen I asked him if I. could bring home VWoody, a boy I'd met at the YVC@, he told
me I. couldn't because Woody was a nigger. I couldn't understan d hLm avd he. knew

it, and when I tnld hin, surdrized a bit 7y my own daring, that he wus wrong and *

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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arguzents fso numerous and complicated to deizil, znd suddanly foreced to some -

statezent by the brutality of Martin Luther Xing's murder 2nd tha o agony. o‘ yet

I'“
t\

another-rituzl of mourning for a dublic symbol of Arerica's hopes, he said, "You

- know, Toz, his reopls did hinm proud.” ' — ' I

Pernaps his rezction to The Greening of Afsricz is even mere illuminating..

My younger brother, a man less given to talking and more given to doing than I
an, had moved with his family into an urban commune, end had given my father a

copy of Reich's book fgr a Father's Day;present.“ Dad took The Greering of

America to the lake and read it in one weekend. He began by underlining and

writing his responses in the margins; he stopped that after a bit, and ended

by calling my brother and saying, "I've,read the book. I still think you're

\

wrong, but it's a banvtlful dream and I wish you Wel¢.' I hope that at 68, I've

.

oy

learned to value what people do to chanre themaelves and their world enoug to -

wish thenm well in remaklnn my world, and I want my stuaents to be that llberally

N educated,vthat>humane that acceptlng of dlverolty - S -

Perhaps the best emblem of .the gifts of hope I received is in_my name. You
4 : ' . o ‘ : ..
may be wondering about an ﬁtglian named Bacig. Well, for my Qéther, the gift of

hope was in becomlnr an- fmerican.  His father came from Italy and.a slate mine’

"¢ “near Genoa. VWhen thz 3ccond Io 1d War started my fathar wanted there to be ro-
confusions about whzre his hopes luy. He changed Bacizalupo to Bacig, to give

his sons their gift of hope, uncluttered by older ri- -lries and dead traditions.
N ) P, J -

a2

Since, we've told hirx that he was wrong, that thc meltinzg pev ahould not require
s : . ]

one to:hide his diferences, tahal only hy ‘rs“or ing our dGiversity can American
“cylture understand itsclf, that our schoals should texch echnic studies, that

\

‘ we should snenk Tiali-cn, But my brothers "d-4' crantt ohapging Ane name back.
. Y {\ o
. . :-'. ‘\\.

[Elz\!‘:i:g; el e e A A
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went you to know what your Grandfather knows, what the rece-knows,-what it hes

. Let me close where I began. Part o the answer laribeth, for you and -

yours, lies in coming to have hope. Yes we will 211 die, and there is no Santa.
) - : ’ ’ v - .

Claus, but there is life and awarsness and species specific behavicr. Win or

lose, up or down the great chain of being, whatever the lot of all of us, .
, T T N L.

P
. ——

‘known in every dark moment in the past, waat it will know unto oblivion -~

"Hope Springs eternal.

L



