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COLLEGE P’LAﬁS OF HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS: OCTOBER 1975

Ovarview. This report presents statistics an tha post-high
school educational plans of seniors enrolied in high school in
October 1975, Information is presentad on college and voca-
tional school plans of seniors by such characteristics as their
sex, race, meiropolitan-nonmetropolitan residence, region of
residence, family income, and the educational attainment
and occupation of their family head. The datas are based on

responses of high schoo! seniors to the Current Population

Survey conducted in October 1975 by the Bureau of the
Census. These same data have been collectad on an gnnual
basis since 1972, Similar data were also collectpd in the

" October 1965 and October 1959 Current Pnpu!annn Sur-

O

veys.

Post-high school plans &f seniars. A higher proportion of
1976 high school graduates will be attending college in the
fall of 1978 than have the graduates in the past 2 years, if the
plans of these students in October of their senior year are
fulfilled (table A). Forty-nine percent of the 3.2 million
seniors who reported their intentions expressed definite plans

to attend college, compared with 44 percent in 1974 and 43
percent in 1973 (a figure not statistically different from the
1374 figure). An additional 25 percent of the 1975 senicrs
indicated that they “may’’ attend college upon campletlgﬁ
of their high school edufatlnn.

Although about one-fourth of seniors in 1875 did not
plan to attend a reqular college or university, a'large portion
of this group (abeut 38 percent) did plan to attend a post-
secondary business, technical, trade or similar type of voca-
tional school. This group répfesented approximately 1 of

- avery 1 Jnngh school seniors in 1975

! Since postsecondary vocational school plans were only asked of
students who indicated that they did not plan to attend 3 regular
collega, this figure may represant an undersestimate of student interest
in voecational school attendance.

Tabla A, Plans to Artend College of High Schonl Ssniqé 14t 34 Years Old, by Sex: 1972 1o 1975

' {Excluding Feniors not feparﬁiuﬁj

- Percant of thoss reporting vho—=
ek ) lJ:,n ‘not p;n to
- ,Jijn?bgr_f ] attend collegs
Sex of student snd year fnifgzéti;gﬂg Plan to Hay . .
P iEEE pRals attand attend ’ 31 a e
{ thousands ) Lo N i:ﬂ, ] Plan or may
college collese Totul attend
vacatiopal
- _ _ © sehool
BOTH SEXES
1975, 0508+ 3,306 48.9 25.1 EE-Q 79@
1974.... 3,406 43,6 26.9 29.5 10.3
1973 . isavenses 3,346 42 .9 28.4 -28.7 1(}.9
19?2... 3,242 46,2 27.1 26.6 12.0
MALE
197'- 1,686 46.6 27.5 9.5
i,650 40.9 ZB.5 | 1.2

1,710 43.5 J 28.6 9.6
1,670 45,1 29.8 14.2
B T L 1,620 51.4 22,6 26.0 10.1
:19?4...-' 1,755 46.2 25.4 o 2B.4 -79!5
1973... 1,637 ~42.3 28.2 . 29.4 12.2
1972, 0cnsensnsnns 1,573 46,31 24.3 29.2 13.8
_ . - R i, . - -
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Differences by sex and race of seniors. There is some evi-
denice that 3 somewhat higher proportion of females than

males had definite plans to atiend college in 1975 (51 per-’

cent and 47 percent, respectively) as was the case in 1974
However, the proportion of men who indicated that they
“may’’ attend college was slightly larger than that for
women, 50 that the proportion of seniors who were at least
considering college attendance was the szine for men and
women {table A). A somewhai higher proportion of men
than women with definite college plans wished to attend a
four-year college only, while the proportion of women who
planned to attend only a two-year college exceeded that for
men.

A smaller proportion of Black than White high school
seniors had definite plans to atrend college (40 percent com-
pared with 49 percent, table B). However, the larger propar-
tion of Biack than White students who indicated they “may”
attend college raised tha_proportion of Black students who
were at least considering college to about three out of four, a
figure not different from that for Whites.

About 48 percent of seniors of Spanish origin indicated
definite plans to sttend college and an additional 37 .percent
reported they may do so. Because of sampling variability,
these figures should not necessarily be interpreted as differ-

‘ent from those for either White or Black students, even

though they may appear to be.

Differences by type of residence and region of seniors,
The college expectations of high schoal seniors living cutside
metropolitan areas in 1975 were lower than those of students
living within such areas (table C). About 52 percent of
mmetropolitan seniors had definite plans to attend college,
compared with about 42 percent of their nonmetropalitan
peers. However, a higher proportion of nonmetropalitan
seniors {15 percent} veere considering attendance at a post-
secondary vocational school than were their metropolitan
counterparts (8 percent). Within metropolitan areas, there
was no difference in the proportion of seniors with definite
college plans between residents of eentral cities and suburvan
areas.

A higher proportion of students in the West had definite
plans to attend college {59 percent) than in any of the other
regions. Also, a higher proportion (50 percent) of seniors in
Western States who planned on attending college expected to
attend both (or had not decided between attending) a two-
year and four-year college than in the othsr regions com-
bined (27 percent); this fact in part reflects the large two-
year college system in the State of California. :

Differences by control of high school. Students enrolied
in private schocols were mare likely to plan enrollment in
college than students in public high schools. About two-
thirds (68 percer:, of the 260,000 high school senjors en-
rolled in private high schools who reportad their intentions

Tahle B. Plans to Attend College of High School Seniors 14 to 34 Years Old, by Race and Spanish Origin: 7972to 1975 )

(Excluding seniors net reporting)

Percent of those reporting who--

Number Dé not p;nn to
I ) attend college
Race of student and year 7f§?ﬂft1ng Plan to May - —_— -
college plans attend attend "
{ thousands ) AN oo Plan or may
o college college . attend
. lotal o
vocational
schaeol
WHITE o
2,780 49.4 23.8 26.7 9.7
2,927 44,6 26.2 29,2 9.7
2,858 43,2 27.6 29.3 11.2
2,785 46.4 26.4 27.1 12.0
462 40.5 34.6 24.7 11.3
4322 16.0 31.8 32.2 14.5
451 38.6 34.] 27.5 10.0
413 44,6 33.4 22.5 11.4
180 47.8 36.7 15.6 2.2
219 47,9 29.7 22.4 2.3
(NA) (NA) {NA) (vA) (KA)
140 49.3 27.9 22.9 10.0
lpersons of Spanish origin may be of any race.
s
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expressed definite plans to attend college in the future, com-
pared with about 47 percent of students enrolled in public
high schools (table C). In addition, of those students who
expected to attend college, about 78 percent of those who

‘attended private high schools compared with 51 percent of

their counterparts at public schools wished to attend a four-
year college only, Only 12 percent of private high school
issniars were m:t c:@ﬁsidering thé mssibiliw Qf s;gllege attand-

pubhé s::hacls

Biﬁer-em:es by family income. The tendeggy-fgr family

iﬁeqme (for the most part parental) to play a strong role in
determining the college plans of high school seniors con-
tinued to persist in 1975: As family (parental) income in-

creased, so did the propertion of seniors with definite plans

to attend college. For example, about 81 percent of students
in families with income over $25,000 had definite plans to
attend college whereas oniy 39 percent of students in fami-
lies with income under $10,000 had such plans. Because of
this differential, students from families with income over
$25,000 represented about one out of five students with
definite college plans, while for high school senicrs as a
whole, they represented only about one of every eight stu-
dents. The vast majority (71 percent) of the seniors from a
high-family-income baekground who plannad to attend col-
lege intended to enroll in_a four-year coliege only, whareas
about 60 percent of students with definitz plans and family
income below $10,000 were considering enroliment in a
two-year college. Also, about 15 percent of students with

-~

2

‘income under $10,000 were considering attending a post-
secondary vocational school compared with students frgm
families with high i income {5 percent).

Differences assocleted  with edli.lgaﬁ:;mai attainment of
family head. College aspirations of high school seniors in
1975 were positively associated with the educational attain-
ment of the heads of their respective families (table E),
’Seveaw eight -percent of students who were members of
famiies in which the hezd was a college graduate, for exam-

. ple, had definite college~Plans, whereas only 45 percent of

* students whose family ‘head had completed 4 years of high
school but no college, and 22 percent of those in families
whose head had not completed any years of high school, had -
like plans.

However, plans to attend college \\erejrepﬂrtedby- manv
smdems whase farﬁi,y head had aﬁiy a deEFstF ta smsll

seniors wha defmltely plgnngd to enral! in a caliege ar uni- -
versity were members of families in which the head had raver
attended college, and 23 percent were members of families in
which the head had not graduated from high sehagl

C‘nllaga plans and e@llng& ai-iu'ndmeei At this ﬁme itis not
possible to ascertain whethar the 1975 high school seniors’
aspivations regarding college attendance will be fulfilled. The:

. Census Bureau has, however, collected longitudinal data
relating to college plans and actual college attendance of two
. previous groups of high school sfudents, namely those who

Table C. Pians to Attend Collegs ﬁ! High School Seniors 14 to 34 Years Old, by Typs of Relda‘im Region, snd Cﬂntrﬂl of
School: October 1975

(Excluding sgniﬂrs not fapa:ting)

Parcént of thﬂga rapﬁrtinﬁ whng-

. Number ) Do not plan to

- a " ~ attend college

Type of residéﬁée, region, reporting Flan to Hay _ attend college

;nd control of schaol college plang attend attend
. (thousands ) college college ; Plan or may
' . attend
Total vocational
e _ - e . _school
TYPFE OF EEEIQEHQE
Metropolitln...cevsnonsssin 2;322 51.8 25.9 2?-‘Q ?ié
In central citles..,cu:.. - 933, 52.2 28.5 19.3 7.5
Outside central cities.. 1,383 51.5 24.1 24.4 7.7
Nonmetropolitan.....:cs--- 958/, 42.3 23.2(, -34.6 14.9
REGION 7
Northeast........ 754 45.9 26.3| 27.7 8.5
Hoerth Central.... s sresasssias . 987 42.9 25.9| . 31.2 11.9
BoUtR: srvscsoresasrsnnssssasssnss 945 50.9 236 25.4 11.4
WEBE. oo osssasrnrsosasnnmsonsns 621 59.1 24,5 16.4 5.5
CC!NT’RDL OF, ECHOODL
Public high s:hnnl.....g,;,,.,,.. 3,044 47.3 25.5 27.2 10.2
Privnta nizh s:hﬁﬂl,.ii cessssssa 262 67.6 19.8 12.2 5.3
L,
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Tabls 2. Percent Distribution of Plsns to Attend Galla@ by Family Incoma in Preceding 12 Months tor High School Seniors
in Primary Families: October 1975

(E:m:lué:mg saniors not feparting)

Total

‘Do not ﬁlzm to

attend college

- o _ L Plan to May T
A Family income "*B?‘:‘ﬁi{‘s attend attend Plan or may
on co ega _ o —
e college college - attend
plans Total voecational”
gchool
PERCE ™~ ISTRIBUTION BY
FAMILY INCOHE
+ .
Totalic.isssasarnas . 100.9 . 49.9 25.0 25.1 9.6
Under $10,000.... . 100.0 38.6 27.5 33.9 14.6
$10,000 o $143999. .. . 100.0| - - 43.1 27.7 29,2 11.1
$15 000 to $24,999... ceas 100.0 56.3 23.9 19.8] 5.8
$25,000 and over.. - 100.0 81.2 11.3 7.9 4.5
Not reported, .. .. vsesassnsscans 100.0 39,2 32.0 28.9 9.6
" PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
BY COLLEGE PLANS x,
., Total, with income fﬁpnrte,d 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under $10,000. 1. . roueeenserneanss 28.8 21.8 32.7 39.5 43,8
-$10,000 to $14,999....... 26.7 22.6 30.5 31.5 30.8
215,000 to $24,999.. 3i1.1 344 30.7 2#;9 18.8
$25 BQD BRd OVEF., ..« 13.3 21.1 5.2 :g.z o 777%;2

o Tabla E, F‘gfamt Distribution

1 of Plans to Attend Collega of High School Seniors 14 to 34 Yearz Oid in anary Familms by Years

B . of School Completed by the Family Head: Ch:mhif 1976
. (Exﬂludiﬁg gseniors not rep@rting) /
o I Do not plan to -
Total o attend ecllege
Years of schobl completed reporting Plan to May — —_—
by family hé33 @©on college attend attend Plan or may
. plans <nllege college Tetall™ ‘attend
vocational
- I - schoal i
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION BY YEARS
OF BCHODI, COMPLETED
Totalesesssssncnncsrsnssasns 100.0 49.9 25.0 25.1 9.6
Etementary: O to B yaars ........ 100.0 31.6 28,9 39.7 15.3
High schogl: 1 to 3 years........ 160.0 36.9 29.7 33.3 12.0
‘ 4 y . fee 100.0 45.3 - 27.5 27.3 ++10, 6
College: 1 to 3 years..s.:a:: 100.0 R 61.8 21.7 1€.8 6.8
‘ 4 YeATS OF mOYe..... 100.0 ¢ 77.5 15.2 1.2 2.6
PERCENT DISTRIBUTION ' '
BY COLLEGE PLANS )
Total..cceenses rsasiserras 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
. Elementary: 0 : 14.9 9.5 17.3 123.7 23.8
“ High schoel: 1 18.5 13.7 22.0 24.6 23,2 .
4 3 fes 35.4 31.7 38.4 38.0 38.7
College: 1 to 3 years..coeses 12.0 15.0 10.5 8.1 8.6
4 YORFS OF MOFo..... 19.2 30.2 11.8 5.6 5.3
_ . =
8'. : 'g,/) .
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were seniors in October 1965 and in October 1959, Data
from these studies indicate that 68 percent of the high school
seniors in 1959 who planned to attend college did so in
18960, a figure not statistically different from that for the
1965 seniﬁrs ‘who ﬁiaﬁﬁed to Sttéﬂd and had dcne 50 by

suggest that some of these smdents ware ove_r!y thlrmsnc
about attending college. Some for instance, may plan to
defer college entrance for a year or longer after graduation
from high school. For example, by 1971, 77 percent of the
1365 seniors with college ﬁlans had attended callege

Althau,gh some students in both previous studies indicated
that they would not attend college, a small but significant
proportion of these seniors in both 1960 and 1965 had
actually attended college in the year following graduatien. Of
all the high school seniors in 1959 who graduated, 42 percent
were attending college in 1960. For the high school seniors
of 1965, 47 percent had attended college by February 1967.
More recent data from the National. Longitudinal Study of
the High School Class of 1972, an ongaing survey sponsored
by the National Center for Educational Statistics, show that
64 percent of the high school seniors interviewed in the
spring of 1972 had actually attended some kind of post-
secondary school or college by October 1973 (1% years after
graduation from high school}, and about 50 percent were
currently taking courses at a college or postsecondary voca-

" tional school.® When originally interviewed as high school

seniors, 59 percent indicated they were pianning on attend-
ing a college or vocational school in the year following their
graduation.

- ?See the reports “Factors Related to High School Graduation and
Gslleg Ane_misncg 1967, Current Population Heparts Series P-20,
Ne. 188; “Factors Related to College Attendance of Farm and Non-
farm High School Graduates: 1980, Farm Population, Series
Census—ERS (P-27), No. 32; and “Educatiénal Status, College Plans,

B -and Cccupational Status of Farm and Nonfarm Youths: . October
o ) 1959," Farm Pop

lation, Series Census—ERS (P-27), No. 30,

3Even though the flgures appear similar, the data for hngh schoal
saniory in 1965 and . 1959 are not strictly comparable due to the
nature of the question. See discussion o page 5 of “College Plans of
High School Seniors: October 1972 Current Population Reports,
Series P-20, No, 252, P
. *A. J, Jaffe and Walter Adams, 1971-72 Pragress Hapart and
Fmduggs Follow-up of Cross-section of 1965-66 High Schoal Seniors

‘'ment for cities,

Uﬁl\fifsﬂv. July 1972, page 30,
fSee National Center for

nghudmal Emrdv of the Hig

*National
.omparative

Eaut:stmnal Stansnrzs

Profiles One and One-Half Yeirs Aftg_;Graduauan." NCES 76-220,,
- and *"National Longitudinal Study’

the High School Class of 1272:
Tabular Summary of Student Questionnaire Data,” N.C.E.S. publica-
“tlon No. 74-227a and b. '

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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RELATED REPORTS

Data on college plans of high school senicrs for QOctober
"974 ?973 and 1972 were publigbed in Eu'rréﬁt Pﬂpulaﬁt:n

Statistics on school enrol'ment for October 1975 were
prasented in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, No.
294, Statistics on school enrollment for years prior to 1975
have been published annually in the P-20 Serizs of Current
Population Reports, - .

tion status and h:gh sehﬁal graduate; by Cﬂlleg? aﬁeﬁﬂance
status are presented in “Factors Related to High School
Graduation and College Attendance: 1967, Current Popu-
lation Reports, Series P-20, Ne. 185. Data on college plans
and v;:allegé attendance of high school gfaduaies are slsn'
Farrn and_Nanfarm High School Graduates ‘IQED: Farm
Population, Series Census-ERS (P-27), No. 32; and "'Educa-
tional Status, College Plans; arid Qecupational Status of Farm
and Nonfarm Youths: October 1959, Farm Population,
Series Census-ERB {P-27), No. 30. Statistics on college
attendance and related factors, "including type of college,
living arrangements, marital status, field of specialization,
and college rank, can be found in "Characteristics of
Students and Their Colleges: October 1966,” Current Popu- -
lation Reports, Series P-20, No. 183.

1960 and 1970 census data. Statistics on school eriroll-
standard metropolitan statistical areas,
States, regions, and the United States appedr in reports of the
decennial censuses, Detailed statistics fot 1970 on school
enrollment by age and socioeconomic characteristics -for

" regions and the United States are included in Subject Reports
of the 1970 census, especlally in PC(2)-5A, Schn@l Enroll- . .

ment.

Figures on school enroliment from the October Current
Population Surveys differ from decennial census data for
reasons in addition to the difference in the dates. In the first
place, the survey data exclude the institutional population

and members of the Armed Forces. These two groups were -

included in ‘the census, Second, there were differences in
field work. The small group of Current Population Survey
enumerators were more experienced and had more intensive
training and supervision than the large number of temporary
census enumerators and may have more often obtained more
accurate answers from respondents. Third, the census was
taken in April and relates to enrollment since February 1,

whereas the surveys were taken in October and relate to -

enrollment in the current term. This difference in months of
the year affects not only the extent of school enroliment
{through “‘drop-outs” during the school year, etc.) but also
the level of school m which persons of a given age are.
enrolled.



Table 1. PLANS TO ATTEND COLLEGE OF HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 14 TO 34 YEARS OoLD, EY SELECTED

CHARACTERISTICS: OCTOBER 197.:

Livilian nasinatitation

Al .
m'}ﬁ Bies 12 e Sehoal
Selrcted charscteriatls ;enséi attend
senisrs Total Trgal
83 253 & 516 Bed 190 1551 597 125
71 18 1 51 a8 1 10 52 1%
= 386 18 49 357 518 3] 77 122 33
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Table 1. PLANS TO ATTEND COLLEGE OF HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 14 TO 34 YEARS
CHARACTERISTICS: OCTOBER 1975—Continued
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Table 2. PLANS TO ATTEND COLLEGE OF HIGH SCHOOL SENICRS 14 TO 34 YEARS OLD IN PRIMARY FAM?LEE—S.
. BY SEX OF STUDENT AND FAMILY INCCME IN PRECEDING 12 MONTHS: OCTOBER 1975
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FLANS TD ATTEND COLLEGE OF HIGH SCHGQL SENIDRS 14 TO 34 YEARS OLD, BY SEX 1972 TQ 1975
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—lfrsnn at nls ar her last blrthdayi

“Washington, and \Q!yamiﬁg.

DE FINITIDNS AND EXPLANATIENS
i
/
Papula’han Eﬂvsraga The data presented here are fc:r the
c|v|!|an_nqgnstltut|aﬁal papulanan 14 to 34 yesrs old.

_residing in standard metropelitan statiitical areas (SMSA's)

-habitarits or more, or “twin cities” with a combined
pﬁrjul jon of at least 50, 000. In addltmn to the county, or
‘counties, containing stich a city or cities, CQI‘IIIQUDUS counties

are included in an SMSA if, according to certain criteria, they

-—-are Essentlallv metropolitan in character and are socially and

econafn" ally IﬂtngEtEd withthe central city. In New England
SMSA’s consist of towns and cities;” father than'counties. The

Metrnpahﬁn—nﬂnmatmpulntan residence. ‘The population *

aanstutute; the metropolitan nnpulatuon. Except in New
- England, an SMSA.is a eaun‘tv or group . of contiguous.
" counties which ‘contains at, feast _one ¢ity of 50,000 in-

metrapahtan ﬂopulatmn in this repcrt is based on SMSA sas

mbsequent addlimns or ghanges

Cenﬁal cities Each SMSA must include- at least one

Aiﬁbendix

central city, and the complete title of an SMSA identifies the

“" ‘central ‘city or cities. If anly one central city is designated,

"then it must have SQ 000 inhabitants or more. The area title
may include, in addition to the largest city, up to two city
names on-the basis and in the order of the following criteria:
-{1) The additional city has at least 250,000 inhabitants or (2)

the additional city has a population of-one-third or- more of :

that of the largest city and a minimum population of 25,000.

" An .exception: occurs where two cities have contiguous

boundaties and constitute; for economic and social purposes,

‘a siﬁgle éammunity af at least SD 000, the smaller of which

Northeast: Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetfs New
Hampshire, New Jersey, NEW York, Pennsylvama Rhode
Island, and Vermont,

North Central: lllinois, Indiana, Ir;:waé Kansas, Michigan,
‘Minnesota, MISSDUI‘I Nebraska,. Narth Dakata, Ohio, South
Dakata ar’id Wisconsin. .

\ .

Sauth Alabama, Arkansas, Delawafg, District of Colum-

bla, Flarlda Eeﬁrgla I{Eﬁtucky, LDUIEIEF\E MISSIESIppI Mary-

Texas Vlrgmla and West Virgmla

We:t. Alaskai
ldaho, Montana,

Hawaii,
Utah,

Calaradgi California,
New Mexico, Oregon,

Aﬂ;pna.
Nevada,

sndered as‘memﬁers of one farmly

are res:dent membsrs Df thefam:ly at-tHe tlFﬁE af the sufve

Persons of . Spanish nrlglﬁ’ are persons. whcx rgportad

themselves as- Mexican-American,’ Chicano,” Mexican;’ Mexi-

cano, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South American,-or.::
other Spanish origin.’ However, all persons who repm‘tad'
themselves as -Mexican- Amencan Chicano, - nglca
Mexicano were cgmbmed into the one i:ategc:rv' Msx:::a
Fersgns of Spamsh angm may m af anv race

‘Family. The term "farmly, as used here; refers tnagfmp
of two persons .or more. ralated by blood,. rnafnagc"‘ or.
adoption and resu;ilng t@gethar, aII suv;h ﬁérsnns are. con

Fnrnary famlly. A ﬁnmary farnily isa fsrmly that mclud
amang |ts memoers the haad ofa hm;ehald '

Haad of famlly Dne pers@n In gat;h farmlv resl in
together was dBS|gnated 85" the head. The head of a family:
usually the person . regarded as the head I;ry memﬁrs of th

family. - Women are’ not classified ‘as heads if aheu husbands

ngh s:hnal :gmuri. Pers@ns were cla fned as hlgh school
seniors. who were enrolled in.the_fourth'year. of. a-“regular’”
hlgh ‘school-in October : 1975, .As defined -in the.survey, a
“regular”’ high  school is-one \M’Imh may ﬂd\faﬁﬂ‘ﬂ a: persnn :
toward a high schaal diploma. E mples of schools which are =
not regarded as 'reguiar’” schoals are pnvate business. and’
trade schools, tuch as television repair sr:hai:ls beau,t, 1
schools, and secretanal schagls

G@Ilege plans. Infurmatnon on ::allege plaﬁs ‘was derwed
from responses of high schgol seniors in October 1975 to

questions as to whether they, planned to attend cdllege, and

"if so the type of college/ they alannéd to attend (twasyear.

four-year, or both). ‘If tha students’ did not_plan to attend -
college, they were askeé lwhether they planned to attend any
other typé of school (see‘facsnmlle of quez‘tiaﬁs below). -

iégﬂﬁi...plcn ieiﬂﬁdammiﬁﬁlmirﬁ"qﬂ
‘ Yas. [« 18 o
Maybe O > (aske7) [}

#g.‘.. o, : o

47, Dose . . . phj{ hujlhg’il a fuur-yiu ‘E:;“V;grlfsﬁiliﬂii-ﬁ“y?

- “ ~[Moybe O > (Fuie)
‘ JN& Q S
!a IHTERVIE'ER CHECK: ITEI

" ® Entry of “Yes"/or “Moybe™ in item 46 or 47 O (End questions).
B Entry.of "Nu"/in ifams 5 and 47 O (Ask45):

49; Dowx . . . plan th attend :ny othar l:hﬂl lu:h Y bninn;
college, hihr:nllq-, tachnical or trode achool, or hn;plh:l )

Ag! The age slassﬁmatmn is based on the age nf the 'd““' ""”“"‘"‘5? .
E— ' Vs, O 1
A !/ Maybe O }Eﬂgﬂﬂiﬂl)
. Ne... Q)

Flaﬁa The population is dw ded-into three groups on the

basus ‘of. race: White, Black, and “‘other races.”” The last.

catégnry includes Indians, Japanese Chinese, and any mher

" race except WhifE and Black,

'

|
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Contral of school. In this report, a public school 'is
deﬁned as any educational institution operated by publu:ly
elected or appointed school offn:ials and supported by pubhé
“funds.. Private schools included educational institutions

: ‘established and operated by religious bodies, as well as thgse
_which are under other private contral. In casaes whare
i enrollment was in a school or college which' was bmh

pubhsly and privately controlled or supported, enrallment

was counted according to whether it was primarily nubin: or /
private.

—

Occupation. Data on occupation are shown for the .
emplayed and relate tn the job held during the survey week.
- Persons employed at two or more jobs were reported in the
job at which théy worked the greatest number of hours
during the week. The major groups used here are generally
the majer groups used in the 1970 Census of Population.
The f:ampnsutlnn gf these groups is shown in 1970 Census of
Population, Vol. |, Characteristics of the Population, U.5.
Sum;mary,, chaﬁter C:.

Farmly income. Incdme as. deflned in thls report repre- ’
_ sents the combined total money income of the family before
deductions for personal taxes, Social Security, bonds, etc.. It

.is the algebraic sum of money wages and salaries, net income -
Class of 1972"is based on a probability. sarmple of 21,600 -~

from self-employment, and income other than earnings
received by all family members during the 12 months prior
to the suiveys. |t'should be noted that although the family
income statistics refer to receipts during the--previous 12
months; the characteristics of the person, such as age, marital -
status, etc., and the composition of families refer to the date
of the survey. .

graup ‘under $5 DQD) those wha were chasmﬁed as havmg no

income in the previgus 12 manths and those répm’tmg aloss ‘

- in net income from farm and nonfarm self=emplayment or in
rental income. :

v Rgundmg of esumstes Indmdual fngures are rounded to
the nearest thousand without being adjusted to group totals,

- which are |ndependently rounded. With few exceptions,
percentages are based on the unrounded absalute numbers.

SOURCE AND RELIABILITY GF THE
ESTIMATES

-+ Source nf data. Mast of the estimates. mntamed in these

" tables are based on data obtained from a supplement to the
aiCurrent ngulaﬂgn Sgrvey (CPS) in October 1975. Alse,
some of the.estimates are based on data obtained from -
snmnl?r supplements to . CPS in October 1872, 1973, and

Langltudmal Survey of the High School Class of 1972 of the
: Natmﬁal Center for Education Statistics.

i-

"1974 The remainder. of the data is from the Natlgﬁal/

[

are eligible for interview each month. Of this number, 2,0()07

occupied units, on the average, are visited but interviews are
not obtained because the occupants are not found at home
after repeated calls or are unavailable for some other reason.
In addition to the 47,000, there are also about 8,000 sample
units in an average month which are visited but are found to
be vacant or otherwise not to be interviewed,

The CPS deals’ mainly with labor force data. Questions
relating to labor force participation are’ asked about each
member 14 years old or older in the household. lﬁ the racent
October supplemems questions concerning educational .
characteristics, such as school enroliment, have been asked to
gequire information about all {evels Qf educatlgn

The estimation prazedure used far both the CPS data and -
supplemental data invoives the lﬁﬂatmﬁ of the weighted
sample results to independent estimates of the civilian
noninstitutional - paﬁulatmﬁ of the United States by age, race,

" and sex. Thesé' |ndEﬂendent estimates were based on statistics

from the 1970 Census of Population; statistics on _ births,
deaths, |mm|gratlnn and emigration; and statlst-cs on the

_ strengti of the Armed Forces.

. The Natmngi Lﬂngnmdmal Survey of the High Schgal

seniars from 1,200 randgmly selected public and nonpuhhc
(Catholic and nﬂn-Cathﬂllc) schools., These sample schools
provide coverage in all 50 States and the District of Columbia. -

- A more detailed’ description of the design of this survey can

be found in the National Lo 'gitudmal Study of the High
School Class of 1972 - Tabalar Summary.of Student

A:Qmstmnnglre Data, Volume |. This volume also contains the

‘survey questions, tables of data from the survey, and data

relating to the réliability of estimates fmrn the survey

Flahahllrty of the estimates. Slnt;e the estimates in the;e
tables were based on a sample;, they may differ sumewhat
from the figures that would have been obtained if a mﬁplete
census had been'taken using the same schedules, mstructmns,

- and enumerators. There are two types of errors possible in an

estimate based on a sample survey—sampling and: non-

-sampling. For estimates in this ‘report, 'indications of the

magritude of sampling error are provided, but the extent of

the nonsampling error is unknown. Consequently, particular
. care should be exercised in the interﬁretatlan of figures based

on a relatlvely small number ‘of cases or on small dnfferences
between estimates, :

Nonsampling variability. As in any survey work, the rEsuIts

.are subject 1o errors of response and’ nanreportmg in addition_

to sampling vanablllty Nonsampling errors can be-atiributed
to many sources, e. g -inability to obtain information about
all cases in the sample, definitional difficulties, differences in
the interpretation of questions, inability or unwnllmgness to
nrgﬂnde f:c:rréct lnfarmatlon on the ﬂart of respﬁndents,

_The GPS sample “Was initially selecied from the 1970

census files and is updated. continuously to reflect new
cunstructuor; where possible (see section ’Nonsampling Vari-
: abillty" . below). This sample is spread over 461 areas
ymprising 923 cﬂuntles and independent cities. These areas
- +are chosén to provide coverage in each State and the District

of Caiumbua Appmxirﬁately 4709(‘3 occupied huusehalds

informetion—mistakes—raade—in-c
such as if rer;-::rdlng or cading the data mlstakes ade i
processing the data, histakes made in estimating values ﬁ:r
missing data, and’ failure to represent all units with the
sample {undercoverage). The appraxumatefrﬁagmmde of two

" spurces of undercaverage in CPS is known and |s descnhed

next

.\); N
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Approximately 600,000 conventional new construction
units were issued building permits prior to the 1870 census
but building ‘was not completed Ly the time of the census
(l.e, April 1970); thesz units have no representation in the

. CPS sample, ‘Conventional new construction,’ for which

" building perprits wers issued - after the census, is fEﬁfESEnfEd
u addition 1o unﬁercmerag of conventional new construc:
.tion, CPS misses approximately. 1/4 of all new mobile homes

(i.e., 400,000 unite)."These are missed because there is no
systematic sampling procedure to provide representation of

mobile hr;:mes’: czaﬁstructed 'singe the 1970 census, -

Samplmg vaﬂabahty' The standard errors given in the

'tables are primarily measures gf\samplmq variability, that is,

of the variations that .ocgur by.chance because a sample

\‘ ‘rather than the whole of .the ﬁap@latmn was surveyed. As
caleviated, the standard error also partnally measures the
effect of certain response and enumeration errors, but it does
not measure any systematic biases in the data. The chances
are about 68 out of 100 that an estimate from the survey

\ differs from a complete census figure by less than the
«standard error. The chances-are about 90 out of 100 that this
ifference would be less than 1.6 times the- ‘standard errar,

chances are 95 out of TED that the drfferem:e w@uld be

-_,-...Jﬁg‘;t\an twice-the. standardermrr T T

Al the statements of comparison appé'éringfin the text are

significant at a: 1.6 standard error. level or better, and most

- are significant at a level of more than 2.0 standard’ errors.
. This means that for most differences Elted in the'text: the
i estimated difference is greater than twice the standard errar
of -the dlﬁerEﬁr;e Statements nf mmpansgn qualified in
’some evidence'’) have
a level of sngnlflga,nce ,l::gtween 1.6 and 2.0 standard errors.. " |

Note when using small estimates, Percent distributions are.

shown in the report only when the base of the percentage is’

7SDDD or geatgf Beﬁause gf the Iarge standard arrors
useful mfarmatmn when t.ﬁmpute:! _gn a !__sm,aller base.
Estimated totals are-shown, however, sven though the
relative standard errors of these totals are larger than those
for ‘corresponding percentages. These smaller estimates are
provided primarily to perrmt such cgmbmannns nf the
tateggrles as serve each user's needs, ’

Hote zn COMPErisons witﬁ data from other surveys. Data
© obzined from the Current Population Survey and other

surveys and sources are not entirely r:ampsrable, due in large
part to differencesin mtervnewer training and’ ExﬂEFIEntEE and
/in the differing survey processes. This is ‘an additional
component af error not reflected in the s’tandard 'érrgr tables;
therefore,” caution should be used in. comparing’ results
: between these different sources. - '

] . , IHSIEEMEFEAH
. mdnndual standard error tables fpr each. characteristic of
':_mterest, generalized standard error - tables fﬁ:r estimated
,'numhers and estimated percentages, by race, are provided to
: conserve. space.. In all. the standard error-tables, standard
€rrors for intermediate values not shown. may be approxi-
rﬁateé by mterpglatlan. In addmﬁn where twa or more

_ order to adjust for the combined effect of the sample &&sign_

v . 16

items have “nearly equal standard errors, sich as total
population and White popuiation, one table is. used to -
represent them. As .a result, the tables of standard errors

(along with the factors) pravide an indication of the order of

magnitude of the standard errors rather than the premse
standerd error for any SﬁBGlflG item.

The flgun,s presented in tables A-1 thmugh A-4 provida
approximations to standard errors of various estimates shown .
in this report. Table A-5 provides factors which must be used
to calculate stanidard errors for each characteristic. Thess
factors must be-applied to the generalized standard errorsin

and ths estlmaung prﬂcédure an, the value of the ;haractﬂr-j :

fm* Spamsh educstlan multiply the appmpr-atg figurss m=
tables A-1 or A 3 by the factor, 1,37 from table A6, The

" determination of the proper factor for a-percentage. des:ends i

upbn the subject matter of the numerator of the percentags, -
not the denominator. For example, if a percent referred o

“the number of high school teniors who plan to attend collage -
'am;l whn hve in the. mg’trapﬂlltan areas, relatlve t(;\ all. high L

repart caﬁ be gbtamed I;v use uf the farmula
-g .= fo,
X e

I this formula f is the appropriate factor from table A-5 and

.0 is the standard error for total or White persans in table A-1

or the standard error for Black and nther races persons in =
table A2, : - _ i

H

' Tebia A-1. Standard Errors of Emmatnd Numhurs of Fersam

Total, Whlt&, or Spamsh Papulatmn c L

(68 chancés out of 100.
Numbers in thousands)

Size of -Standard
estimate. error
50ueeennsnoscsornsssn S10.2 .. LT
B 4.6 .
3 1 1 22.7 T
500......._...,..i..¢ 32.1
-45.3
~ 63.8 -
i +— e dr B - B—
4 GGQ.......;_,_Q_,i. : 89.5 -

i

'Ff;r a partiﬂuigr zhé;acteristicﬁ, -

ﬁéteﬁ :

o
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Tabh A:E Standard Errors of Estimated Numburs of Pﬁr:ﬂns'

Black and Chhar Races

(68 ‘chances out of 100.
" -Numbers Pﬁ thousands)

factor to spply ‘tothe abave Standard :

terrors, o .

! 8ize of Standard -
‘ estimats errar
16.;,.ﬂg§§;!g.x...;i. 5.3
zq;......_.....\ ..... © 7.5
3@;..g.i;,g.i.-,}.... 9.1
o AN 10.6
50.vencreanvasssoshanas 11.8
LU N 14,4
’ 100. . e eveeeevennnnes 16.7
y 1011 1 23.5
300 i iueeernninnes 28.6
00, i i s e 33.0
5000 e ean e 35i7

Hete: For a particular character—

_ist Lc:, see table A- 5 for the apprgpriate

_ Standard errors of estimated percentages. The l'Ellel!ltV of
an esturﬁated per:entags, computed by using sample data for
. bnth numerator and dsngmmator, depends -on both the size
Aaf the percentage and the size of the total upon which this

percentage |s based. ’Estlmated per

ond

Th_e aﬂprnximste standard errar,

arg ED percent or rnt;re

ﬂ

centages are relatively
ing esnmates csf the

g o)’ of an estimated péreentage can be gbtamad by use nf

(x,

the formula:

g (x,p) =fg.

«21 "

tn this formula f is the aﬁﬂrﬂéfiate factar’fri‘;m"taﬁblé ASand

a is the standard error for total or White perséms in table A-3 - ~

. or the standard error for Black and other races in table A4,

When the numerator and denominator of the percentage are ‘
" in different ‘categories, Use the table and factor indicated by

the numeratar

[

Illustrau:m of the usa of tabla: of standard -errors. Table C

of thus report shows that in October 1975 there were - =

'2,322,000 high school seniors who reported on their college -
ﬂtans and lived in metmpa!.tan areas. The factor in table A5

" for Type of Residence, total or White, is 1,44. Thus, formula -

{1) and table A-1 show the standard- -error of an estimate of . e

this size to be aaprnxum‘ately 98,000=(68,300x1.44). The

~chances are 68 out of 100 that the estimate would have been

a-figure differing from a complete census figure by less than
SSDOD The chances are 95 out of 100 that the astimate
would have been a figure dnﬁ;{mg from a complete. n:énsus
figure by Iess thian 196,000 (twme the standard Error) N

Tables 1 and C: alsﬂ shaw that af tha 2322[’){){3 high

had def:mte plans ta sttend f;c:llegé he-factor in table A-5 -
for Type of Residence, total of White, is, again,. 1.44.
lnterpnlatlen in table A-3 shows the standard errer of 51.8

percent to be 1.5 percent. Thus, the_standard error of ‘this -
(HA44xl. 5).. Contequently, -

‘estimate is: aﬁpraxnmatelv 22 = ;
. the chances are 68 eut of 100, that the er.tumatﬁd 51.8

percent will be within 2.2 percentage points of a complete

census figure, Chances are 95 out of 100 that the estimate

would be within 4.4 percentage ‘points of & ‘complete census "
- figure, .i.e., the 95 percent ﬁgnfldence |ntervs| wauld be fram

474tn§62

GE 000-ar-51. Ezpementq;

- Note: -

ey
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Fcr a pa.rticuls: characteristi:, see table A 5 far the apprspriate
,;factﬂr tﬂ apply to the abmre standard errors. _ :

(68 chances out of 100) °
) _ I _
o \ Estimated percentagé,A o 1‘
_Base of B ) R e s _a
perre;e#tager lor | 2 or 5 or |\. 10 or 15 or | 25 or 35 or SD;'
(th@ugag‘ds)e 99 | 98 95 |\ 90 85 5 65 0
o ’ . N |
75, ciisnnnenes | + 1.7 2.3 3.6 - 5.0 5.9 , 7.2 7.9 8.3
;oo..........,. 1.4 2.0 3.1 L 4.3 5.1 6.2 ©6:9 7.2
250----a Oig 1-3 Z.G R 2-7 3;2 i 3-9 . 4;3 4;5
- 500...... 0.6 0.9 1.4 1.9 2.3 - 2.8 3.1 3.2
B A DDO!!....._.. 0.5 0.6 1.0 1.4 \\\ 1.6 2.0 2.2 2.3
e 2,000.:,00000.n 0.3 0.4 0.7 1.0 ™ 1.1 1.4 1.5 1.6 .
".A3 000... v eorri | O3~ Ovb—0.6 0.8|  -0.91 1.1 1.3 1.3 i
by DGG...._..._i 0.2 0.3 0.5 0.7 0-5, 1.0 ) Py N I r o =



To get the standard error of the estlmgted dlffar”.'>

y) use the fal owing farmula: - 0 ' ar: *H?v' =
 Therefore, the standard error of th difference. af 95 -
percant is about :

; Standard error.of a difference. For a difference betwean

two. sample. estimates, the standard error Is appmxlmamly Ol
gqu_al to the square root of the sum of the squared standard
acrors ' of ‘the estimates; the estimates can be of numbers,
parﬂnis ratias, etc, This will represent the actual standard
error.-quite - .accurately for the difference between two
estimates of the sama characteristic in two different areas, or -
the diﬁamﬁea between separate ard untorrelated char-
acteristics: in ‘the ‘sams area. If; however, there is a high
positive correlation. between the two dlaracl'enst:ﬁ the

: fi;rmula wnll,mreresnmate the true s;andard error. -

xX-y) =

227 + 33)7 .

Thas maans the [ 'anees are. 68 aut
Illumﬂunafth;mmtlﬁaﬁufﬂumndirdgnnrﬂfa - _estimate oy sam
ﬁfhl}_inﬂ butween estimated. percentages. Tibles 1 and C. - . vary. fre
that of .the 984, 000 high school sepiors reporting on ; - figur
llege plans and. hving in nanmatropahts areas, 416,000 or - 1o initery
42.3 .percant planned to attend- college; The apparent . i, 0.5
difference between .42.3 ﬁercgnt, for nonmetropalitan high = differe
school senlors and 51.8 percent for metrbpalitan high school.- " and dé
Eniﬁfs is 85 percem_ The standard’ error,” ax of the 61, 8
percent is' 2.2, as shown above. Table A-5:shows the farzor-  pe
-for Type of Residence to be 1.44. Table A-3 shows the
'standard error of 423 pen:ent on a base of 884,000 1o ‘be .
2.3. Thus, the standard errar, . of the estimate is 3.3 = -
h 44;.2:3) A IR k

Tabla A-4 Standafd Effﬂl’! fur Estimated Faraantgggs nf Pﬂmﬁr BI:EI: j nd Ether Raégs

Bééé of - Estimated percantage i
percentage 1 C g eg ;o PR e o S
il or { 20| 5 o0r 10 or 15 or | 25er | 350r | .eq o
- (thousands) | “gg | Tgg | "o o0 |. 8 | 75 | e | 0
— —_— - ,\\ - - e R - -
1.9 2.7 4.2 - 5.8 -~ 6.9 8.4 9.2
1.7 . 2.3) ¢ 3.6 5.0 6.0 7.2 8.0
1.5 2.1 3.3 4.5 5.3| 6.5 : 7.1
14| 1.9|a3.0|l 4a 4.9 5.9 6.5
1.3 1.8 2.8 " 3.8 " 4.57 5.5 6.0
2000 caess.. 1.2| -~ 1.7| 2.6 - 3.5 4.2 5.1 5.6
250, eeesiieeas | Ll 1.5} 2.3 3.2 3.8 4.6 5.0 |
300...0000n0ee. | 0100 1.4 2.1 2.9 -/-3.4 4.2 4.6
800 iiasanane. 0.8 1.2 1.8|°  "2.5| /3.0 "3.6|" 4.0}
500, eeeeina 0.7} 1.0 1.6 2.2 [ 2.7 3.2 : 3;5,>

"« Note:

For a p&rtiﬂuiar characteristix:, .gee tgble AfS f:ir the af)prapriate
faetar té apply to the above standard errors. z .




st!a' AB, “f" Factors to be Applied toaFables A-1 through A-4 to Approximate Stgndardﬁ Errors
. - 774“7§;1ues of ‘f far—uA
ype of characteristic R
,‘I‘)_r_pe of charac i eristic - Total, White or Spanish Black and Other
o " (Table A-1 or A-3 - (Table A-2 or A-4)
Region or type of residence (Tables
. Cand l)ii-niiggg-i;J-n-n--‘--iii-i 1;44 (X)
‘Family income of students (Tables D o
and 2).eens cesesssass fasssssiennas ) 1.22 _ x)
Education of Spanish (Tables B : i
and 1)Il'!iiill!i!lili!l!!I'li,ii,l:l n 1!37 (x)
. Education (for all other CPS - ) o
numbers in these tables) vevevennns 1.00 1.00
x Not applicable.
b £
“:3;




