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| aﬁj overview of the
- flexible Iearning system

‘The Flc)ub]c Lcarmng System (FLS) is a Far Wcst Laborator} :
product for the practitioner. Developed with funds from the
National Institute of Education and the Office of Child
chvclopmcnt the Flexible Lcarnmg System provides' print
" and audio-visual materials to help carly childhood education
" personnel develop . teaching skills in a variety of areas.
1.+ The Flexible Learning System had its origins in Far
"f» West . Laboratorys Early Childhood Responsive Education
.. Program’ devcloped by Dr. Glen Nimnicht. Nine years of ex- . .
i 'perience in developing and implementing Head Start, Follow
..~ Through, " and parent-education Responsive Education
Programs provided a strong foundation for the development of
;" Flexible Learning System topics and training processes. During
- the past three years, the Flexible Learning System staff under
.the” dlrcctlon of Dr. Masako Tanaka drew from these and
?_othcr experiences -and dcsxgncd a vet of activity-based
"“materials for trainers interested in a process-oriented, pet-
"sonalized approach to both staff development and early
- chlldhood education.

.. An ‘array of learning activities and media create a
' training process in which learners encounter ideas and skills
" .through active exploration. The Flexible Learning System
. -materials _have become¢ morc than merely books. Reading
- alone will not yield the rich knowledge embedded in cach of

. ‘these units. Their full potential can be achieved only as a
>_"f?result of learner activity. The FLS units; properly used, can
. promote skills and mSIghts richer than thosc conveyed by
"~ ‘'words alone.

; - 'FLS is oriented towards practlccs that can create in-
:.‘-'t,'tcllcctually, socially, and persanally optimum environments for
=" learning. The focus iz on classroom process rather than
. prescribed - curriculum. Topics addressed, include: self-
_(L::‘oncept:,‘ problem solving, educatiopal values and models,
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“soc’al interaction among and .between children and adults,”

cultural pluralism, language integration, and ' conceptual.

development. .

The Flexible Learning System consizts of an initiatingv" s

set of 15 units that can be integrated into a variety ‘of staff’
development programs. While each of the FLS modules is an

integral whole covering 10-12 weeks of work and designed to

convey specific knowledge, skilled trainers will find the FLSa

" rich resource for exploring a range of subjects much broader - ::

than the product list suggests. Activities from a riumbl:r of.
‘modules can be re-combined to create new topics, or treated -

independently as specific elements of given topics. Positive
results from continuous ficld-based evaluation suggests that * .
this set of units can initiate and sustain the varied uses put to ..

it by trainers and teachers. T
The FLS units are currently being distributed by the Far =

West Laboratory (see Price List). They are also available

through the . ERIC Clearinghouse for  Early Childhood

-Education, College .of Education, University of Illinois, 803 e

“West Pennsylvania Avenue, Urbana, Illinois, 61801.
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-analyzing childreh’s koouks
from a Chiceno perspect:ive

Oscar Uribe, Jr. and .
joseplz 8. Mamnu L

Thls unit’ hclps teachers to analyzc evaluate, and select books
.and other materials for use in classrooms for young children. of

- :jof Chicane history and culture.

2° " The introductory material cxpiorcs the xmpaf‘t of -
“children’s books on self-concept and children’s attitudes
‘toward othér ethnic groups. Evidence is presented concerning
the value of multhcthmc books in changmg atutudcs teward *
mmonty people.

... section one, learners ~explorc guidelines  for detecting
- cuhurally biased content. The.issues of overgeneralization,
i cvaluatwc and demeaning statements, and ethnic stereotypes
v provxdc a framework for analyzing and evaluating written text
""" as wel as illustrations. Section %.vo explores.the importance of
+“understanding thé history, culture, and lsnguage of the
", Chicano. The issues focus on recognizing culturally accurate
mformatlon, language appropriateness, accurate source and
trcatmcnt of material, and factual errors.

A  Each section contains  exaniples of plcturcs,
xllustratlons and text taken from books oftcn recommended for
" use with the Chicano child. The lea..er can compare his/her
_._lapphcatlon of the guidelines with the authors’ evaluations.
“The unit concludes with self-assessment activities in which
* " learners rewrite samplc paragraphs after examining thcm for
" distortions’ specified in the guidelines.

- A variety of reference bibliographies provide additional
‘mformanon and examples for further cvaluatlon and topic ex-
ploranon

: Related FLS topxcs Selectmg Children’s Books with a
B[art/c ‘Perspective; Enriching Literature Experiences of Chxla'rcn,
and Helpmg Children Develop Healthy Self-Concepts.

‘Mexican-American heritage, Some teachers have used it as a -
general guide for analyzing materials for thc:r &'cprcséntatxon

Ewaluation criteria are prcscntcd in two secticns. In ¢
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-chlldrcn assume responsibility for their own actlvmcS"Ircan
_be pscful for teachers of older children as. well.

'arwahg‘iri'g the class'ruém" ‘
for childran '
Keith Alward

. This unit is designed to help early childhood cducat‘ors”“

achieve, an optimal classroom arrangement for a variety of ac: |

~ tivities and child groupings. It addresses basic principles of in-

teraction between . spacc, materials, classrocom activities, and
educational goals. It is particularly suited to educators in-
terested in providing an opcn-cducanon setting - -where

Part I introduces six basic classroom’ areas dcscnbcd
by 12 variables covering size, boundaries, materials, workmg
surfaces, and functions. Exploration .of the relationship of
variables to classroom operations leads learners to the solutnon
of management problcms through classroom arrangcmcnt and
modification of the six basic areas to suit individual needs.:

Part Il provides an illustrated and descriptive guide to -
physical facilities and resources. Topics covered are: storage,
working surfaces and seating, the floor, raised work and play .
platforms, enclosed areas, room and area dividers. Rcfcrenccs }
include over 60 publications, ﬁlms, and addmonal rcsourcc
addresses. ‘

This book can be used individually or with fcllow lcarn—‘ ‘
ers. Chapters contain a topic introduction, learner-activities, ", -
and a follow-up discussion. Learner-activities include
classroom observations,- simulation, and chston-makmg
problems. Ripout activity forms are provided for rccordmg ac:
tivity results.

The chapters are mtcgratcd to help learners: rccogmzc,

-,

'dcscnbc, and evaluate six fundamental types of c]assroom;

areas; know how to manipulate area variables to improve the ' .
function of the classroom. : -

Additional FLS resources on this topic: Managing the
Preschool Classraom and An Introduction to Early C'Iuldhaad ok
Education. 8
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‘communicating and
warking wieh ﬁumm;a

‘ Angela Gama.
- Margarer ‘Robinson, . O
~'Denmv Sims. L e

»h;s unit. is desxgned to gwc learners msxght into the verbal
nd_wnttcn communication’ process with parents, and to give
learners practice” -with_ the process. S
“The ten se.sions in this unit have been dcsxgncd as
orkshops Each provides opportunities to buxld upon’ skills
ners already have and to practice new skills in. workshops,
family,” and:work’ scttmgs Each session has a central thcmc
uilds upon  the prcccdmg sessions. :
'Umt themes cover: pcrceptlon and fccdback in com-
mumcatlon, commusiic ation and. awareness;-parent roles .in
‘the’ program' facxhtatmg techniques; parent surveys.

- ““Each’session bcgms with sharing and. reviewing: in-
ividual’ cxpcncnccs 'in previous activities. 0pportumt1cs are
.prowdcd to cxplorc thc relationship of themes to the lcarncr s
'pcrsonal interests.

e Lcarmng actlvmcs provxdc an opportumty to practlcc
scvcral lmportant communication skills: how to respond to an
cmotlonal or crmcal outburst from someone clsc, how to en-
courage greater. parcnt participation in your classroom; how to’
respond when you { feel misinterpreted; how to rccogmzé non-
verbal messages; urid how to set rcasonablc goals that you can'
cffcctwely 1mplcmcnt
Other -:FLS materials rclatmg to- this topic:. Problem
Solvmg with Children; Analyzing Children’s Books from a Chicano
Perspective; Selecting Children’s Books with a Black Perspective;
Using Toys ‘and -Games with C'Iuldren, and Helpmg C'Inldren
Develop Healthy Self-Concepts.




. enriching literature
experlences of. chlldren

joEl(yn Taylor

lsi"umt acqualnts'or rcmlnds lcarncrs of thc potcntlal uses o
ildren’s literature and" helps them develop. guidelines for. - u
the:: sclcctlon of - books, and methods “for plannlng and: =
facxhtatlng chlldrcn s cxpcrlcnccs with literature: The '
matcnal is. wrlttcn for those. who work w1th chlldrcn four to

3 “of short artlclcs and lcamcr actwmcs cxplorc B
the,uscs of - htcrature, its -importance, and its- relatlonshlp to e
‘lf-conccpt,‘pcrsonal values and personal experiences: Initial -
riteria - for .bookselection’ and pcrsonahzcd literature ex-
pcrlcnccs are explored w1th|n a ‘wide range ‘of -available" .
children’s . books. Lcarncrs are guxdcd to clanﬁcatlon and' ‘
dcvelopmcnt of their own valucs and criteria and thclr usc in
dcvclopmg lesson plans for literature : experiences.’ BRI
" “Learner activities" lnvolvc thought problcms, the -
“ generation - and apphcatlon of criteria ‘to bboks and lesson. * £
plans, - rolc-playlng, group- discussions and .sharing, and ex- .
ploratlon of available literature. This unit is 'designed for use - ,
in’a’ ‘group ~setting and - includes sclf-assessmcnt activities
prowdcd throughout the unit.- The ‘entire unit is: an adult’
.model of the same techniques being taught for usc w1th‘°
chxldren. .
) Related FLS toplcs |ncludc Teachmg Clula'ren Tt
?5 Integrate Language Experiences; Anab'zmg Children’s Books from a
"= Chicano Perspective; and Selecting Chzldrm s Books with a Black
'}:‘,jPerspeclwe
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exploring children’s “thir‘\king’:, .
part 1, classi‘icatlon ‘
part 2, gematuon '

part 3, conservatuon

Keith .Aiiuard and Associates

i hxs thr*c-volumc series {ntroduces the learner to chlldrcn S ‘{-./'_“v‘
" thinking.and its prog: ssive patferns of - orgamzauon bctwccn i
_three and eight years of age. This series.is based on Jcan
Plagct s‘work and is written for those .interested in chlldrcn s
L thmkmg and ™" the “application of Piaget’s thcory to carly'""‘"‘
. chlldhood education.
" This series covers the topics of Classnfcatlon Part 1
‘Seriation (order relations), Part 2; and Conservation: (quan- s
. titative’ relations), Part 3. The prcconccptual intuitive, ‘and:
.. ..concrete- -operational stages of ‘mental dcvclopmcnt ‘are ex-
- plorcd in‘ each of the topic areas. The dcvclopmcnt of classi-:
fication ‘is revealed in how children use Judgmcnts about
snmllarmcs and differences and the concepts of “some” and
eal]”, Order. rclatlons {seriation) concern how chlldrcn rcason
about sequences such as orders from lcast to, most.
Quanmatwc relations concern all notions of units'and num-
© ber and their application in such ‘areas as mcasurcmcnt and.
-arithmetic. The development of quantitative " relations- is
‘examined with the use of ¢onservation tasks® which reveal
(.hlldrén s gradual undcrstandmg that thc arrangcmcnt of ob--
- ‘Jects ‘does not affect their ‘amounts.
T Learner activities consist of thought problems, role
.. playing, child interviews, discussions and sharing, reading
. and viewing the videotapes. Pull-out guxdcd interview forms-
- are provided for all interviews. The matcnal is: de51gncd to'be -
. 'used with a group of learners. although it should be informa-
" tive to the. mdcpcndcnt learner. Thc series contains an' in-
“troduction to Piaget and his gcncral theory, its educational im
‘ pllcatlons, and transcnpts of illustrative v1dcotapcs (i.e, The
L Growzng Mmd sct) "‘hcrc is also an annotatcd blbllograph
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dcscnbmg most of F‘xagct ] tranvlatc-d works and over 50 othcr: ‘
pubhcatxons and films. : ‘

- Learners will ‘gain skill and practlcc in’ workmg with

he rxchncss of chlldrcn s thinking and its' rclatlonshlp to thc"? :
‘oals and pra.._tnccs of early chxldhood education.’

ldcotapcs), Warkmg with Children’s Concepts, Using Toys and .
: Gamec with: C'htla'rcn, and Developmg C'Iula'ren s Sense Perceptum

ch:ldren to: cxplorc therr, thmkmg Lcarncrs will ‘also gain a.
enéral” ‘insight into ‘the’ dcvclopmental limitations 'as wcll as

g Othcr ‘related. FLS topics: The Grawmg Mind. (fourA'”:"‘“"
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This is a set of four, 30-minute, broadcast-quality,. color
'~ videotapes covering the mental development of class, order, .
' quantitative, ‘and spatial relations in children between: four
-+ and eight years of age. Each of the videotapes is narrated and.

X Thinking. The fourth videotape (spaﬁal relations) is not ac-

' ment. Many of the same children appear in several of ‘the

‘titled: The Development of Classification (30 minutes); The

the growing mind: o
‘a piagetian view of children
Keith Alward e

P

self-contained. Three of the videotapes are complemented by
corresponding FLS books in the unit titled Exploring Children’s
companied by written material. . S - :

" The set illustrates a variety of interviewers working in a
one-to-one setting with 13 children within the preconceptual, .
intuitive, and concrete-operational stages of mental dCVglop;

videotapes, permitting comparisons of performance in . dif-
ferent knowledge areas. Likewise, the same child often ap-
pears in different tasks within the same knowledge - area.:

Presentation of 12 classic Piagetian tasks are illustrated with s

a clear analysis of the symptoms and organization of the per-'
formance within the three stages. Lo L

The Growing Mind set is available in 1/2 inch reel-to- -
reel and 3/4 inch videotape cassettes. The videotapes are en- Iy

Development of Order Relations: Seriation (28 minutes); The
Development of Quuntitative Relations: Conservation (32 minutes);
and The Development of Spatial Relations (29 minutes).

12
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halplng chlldren devalop
haalthy aelf—cmcepes

Nanmdad DeAnda

Thls unit is for lcarncrs who want to dcvclop an’ un--
dcrsmndmg of the effects of classroom situations on children’s

:‘teaching practices affect children’s’ self-concepts? When are
“‘teacher practices demeaning, restricting,. over-rating, -
¥ cnhancmg to children’s sc]f—conccpts" Thcsc are the qucstxons
addresscd in this unit. \
.= .One“of the points cmphasxzcd in’this unit is. that '
chxldrcns self-concepts develop as they take  credit, for what
thcy do and what thcy are as individuals, and as they mlegm!e .
" the results of new experiences into beliefs about themselves.
The first 60 pages contain guidelines and lesson plans
" for conducting an eight-session course or series of workshops
These are followed by three approximately 40-page readings
~about the. nature of ‘self-concept and its development and
; cxamplcs and discussions of classroom situations. ‘
o The learner progresses through the workshop series in -
‘a sequence of steps leading to a deeper undcrstandmg of the .
.. " influence of adult behavior on children’s self-concepts. Learn-

" ler activities mcludc ldcntlfymg positive/negative classroom .

situations, . lcarmng and using specific criteria for detailed .

"analysis of similar teaching situations, applying these to ac-

tually observed classes, and formulating and discussing ways
. to.improve classroom practices. Throughout the sessions, in-
.~ dividual ratings and analyses of teaching are shared with part-
-+ ners or with a group. This approach adds enrichment from the
i ‘vanous perspectives. ,
S - Otber related FLS topics: Teacking Cluldren to Inlegmle -
[ ‘jLahguage Experiences; Problem Solving with Children; Mar.uging
‘.. the' Preschool Classroom; Communicating and Working with -
2. :Parents; ‘Analyzing Children’s Books from a Chicano Perspective;.
-~ Selecting Children’s Books with a Black Perspective; and Enrwhmg
:Literature Expenences ‘of Children. : »

13
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an int:roduct:ion I:o early
chnldhood educat:lon

judxlh Johns Hulmer and
Marlene Cresct .

. Thls unit is dcmgncd to’ hclp learners clanfy and dcvclop thclr ol
own educational philosophy and its implications for tcachmg
practices in early childhood education. It explores a variety of
early childhood education models and provides a framework *
~ for understanding the educational philosophy and practices of
the’ Flcxlblr Lcarmng System. 1
‘ - The unit focuses on the analysis of four cducatlonal
‘modcls representing - a- broad range of practices in con-
temporary  programs: The. Responsive Model;. The Open
Education Model; The. Behavior Analysis Model; and the .
Engelmann-Becker Model. An earlier Laboratoxy product, the -

" Early Childhood Information Unit, is an ‘audio-visual prmt

- package which provides an overview of the four modcls Itis
an_integral. part. of this unit. L

Learner activities include: rcadmg, group dlscussmns
presentations, viewing ﬁlmstrlps, observing programs, and” :
dcvclopmg and  participating .in learner-designed - activities. .
~Unit activities are integrated to accomplish: knowledge of: -
model programs in early childhood education; clarification of
personal values/goals/priorities in working with children; ar--
ticulation of a personal mode! of early childhood education.

14
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mw'agtng the
pr-eachool classroom

Judy Brown

to’ avold managcmcnt problems and thc use of tcchmqucs to
cducc inappropriate behavior in the classroom. -

.orgamzmg and structuring the classroom, its activities, and the
rcsponsnbxhtlcs of staff and children. Management is directed
towards" hc]pmg children assume 'csponsnblhty for their own
behavior in a climate that maximizes individual frccdom and_
mylmmlzcs dlsturbanccs in the learning environment.
Criteria for classroom managcmcnt cstabhshmg rules
and limits, schcdulmg, and the provxsxonmg and use of
‘materials ‘are explored in the context of mlmmlzmg the oc-
! i.currcncc of management problems. Learners are given prac-
.."'tice in developing rules and limits, arranging classroom ac-
- tivities, developing. daily plans, demonstrating . the
~, arrangement of materials, and extending and adaptmg
~ classroom “materials to meet individual needs.
L Learners are also helped to know how to handle inap-

i _propriate behavior when it occurs. Topics covered include:
determining the problem; anticipating and re-directing inap-

- propriate be "mvmr attending to posmvc behavior; contingent

‘use of classrrm 4 :ctivities; using time out; why punishment is
an ‘inappropriate form of classroom management. :

. . The unit is written to be used with a group of fellow
learners and a trainer, or individually. Many of the activities
assume that learners are working in or have easy access to

. -preschool classrooms. Learner activities involve classroom ob-

'~ servation, demonstration, workmg with children, thought and
1. problem-solving activities.

L Other FLS units related to this topic: Helping Children
Develop Healthy Self-Concepts; Arranging the Classroom for
. "Children; Problem Soiving with Children; An Introduction to Ear(y

" Childhood Education; and Understanding Children's Play Through
' Obstrvatwn

15
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problem solvung
wn:h chlldren

joanne Ymger

Thls book was - written for. persons mtcrcstcd in hclpmg:
children dcvclop problcm-solvmg skills and attitudes. The .-
" focus is on offering adults an opportunity o develop skills in .+
helping children' assume more and more responsibility forn
their own problcm solvmg and.their own lcarnmg Persons m-' o
_ -tcrcstcd in" increasing their. own problem-solving - skills or
, hclpmg children and adults become . better problem solvcrs’? R
~'should find this book informative. While it was desig:zed to be’
used with a group of learners, it is capablc of mdcpcndcnt use.’ -
.Problems are treated as opportunities to learn in which
individuals or groups want something changed, are personallyv_"
affected, and in a posmon to assume rcsponslblhty for solving .
~ the: problem. Problems in the cogmtwc, social and personal
- domains are consxdcrcd Skills in_problem identification and
clarification, idea gcncratlon, lmplcmcntatlon of solutlons,;“}i
and evaluation of results are-explored. - Coe :
, Over half of the book is devoted to tcachmg tcchmqucs R
. for guiding children in problcm-solvmg act|V|ty Techniques
- are grouped under: “tuning in”, “drawing out”, guiding and
.~ supporting the creation of possible solutions. Skllls involve::
i hstcmng; paraphrasmg; questioning; creating analogies ‘and”
imagery; connecting. ‘‘far-out” -ideas to thc rcallty of the
problem to be solved. ‘ R
* - Recall of personal problcm-solvmg cxpcrlcnccs, ob-
scrvatlons of children, classroom’ practice, and roleplay are
" embcddcd in 26 learner activities. Rich examples of a wide
- range of classroom problcms are mtcrspcrscd among lcarnerf
activities. :
: Related FLS topics: Helpmg C'Iuldren Deuelop Heallhyf
 Self- Concept: Underslana'mg Children’s Play Through Observation;
‘Managing  the Preschool Classroom; Communicating and Workmg'f.
lIJl”l Paren&r and Workmg with C'Iuldrens C'oncepls . ‘

17
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L Jack Ncw York Colhcr Books, 1969 Song oflhe Empgy Bottles,
: .Molansky, Osmond. L
00 Other! FLS - units related to this toplc Ana{yzmg‘
A Cluldrens Books JSrom ‘a Chicano Perspective; Helping Children
o Develop Healthy Self-Concepts; Enriching Literature Expenences of

. Children; and Communicating and- Working with Parents. a

18
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»t‘:“aachir'vg ‘childrén
~ tointegrate ‘
Ianguage axpemencas

: Margol Bzestman -

hxs unit mtroduccs the concept of teaching language arts in
:rclauonshlp to the dcvclopmcnt of a child’s. healthy self-con-
ept. It is a practical book. It provides a teaching process with
‘tcchmqucs for helping children to find mcamng and to
-assimilate or integrate their personal cxpcncncc in-language
arts activities. Since the focus of the unit is on the process of

: cachmg and learning, what is taken from the unit may be ap-
plied to lcarmng activities other tnan language arts but also
.:others. The unit provides a unique view into the dynamics of

*: .creative production and its representation.

‘ It is divided into four sections which may be taught
.separately or used in sequence. The sections include op-

. portunities for a child to assimilate or integrate his/her own
f‘_l'expcricnccs in listening, fantasy, memory of familiar past ex-

- periences, and: spontaneous classroom activities with ex-
-.pressions in art, movement-dance, und written and oral

. language:- Chlldrcn are given the opportumty to gain pre-
reading and reading skills from these experiences. Each sec-
tion provides the learner with a guided sequence of activities

** which includes: prcscntduon of criteria for an integrated
languagc experience; sharing, reviewing and evaluating their
- ‘experience; planning activities for children based on their ex-
":'perience; implementing their plans; evaluating their 'im-
.. plementation and children’s responses. The learner has an op-
. portunity to move from using plans as designed in the unit
--with modifications to extending and further adaptmg plans for
follow-up activities for children, and then using elements from
" the teaching process in designing plans for their owrn ac- .
-+ ‘tivities. Many rich examples of plans adaptcd by learners are"
.provxdcd throughout the text and in the separate learner’s
resource: booklet. Handy forms provnde methods for learners
and instructors to evaluate activities. Beginning and advanced
cvcls of performancc are suggcstcd for all actwmes and are
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g vdcsxgned for chxldrcn from prcschool to ‘third gradc._ L
L “Other ' FLS  units related 'to  this' topic: Developing.

‘C'Iula'rens Sense Perceptwn, Helping Children Develop Healthy.
‘ 'Self-C'ancepts Working with Children’s Concepts and Enrxchmg
’ Ltteralure Expenences of C'Iula'ren.
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undormfandlyhg children's pl&y '
thr-ounh observation

fudy Brown

Thi isa unit on “how to observe chiidren’s play” ‘and on the
classroom.: condmons that promote productwc play activity..-
he unit focuses on _developing skills in observing and-
ana!yzm; ‘children’s play and rclatmg them to a,)proprlatc B
adult roles. o '
 The unit activities and an accompanymg fi]m are
orgamzcd to hclp learners dcvclop specific play intervention -
rategies such as when to ask children questions, provxdc in-
- formatlon, and redirect play. Observation forms are provided. .
“ “The unit is designed to be used with a group of fellow -
lcarncrs Active small group discussion is an important aspect
of the learning pri.<ess for this unit. Complcnon of this unit
should enable learners to: discuss why play is lmportant fora
child’s growth and development; write objective dcscnptlons' ‘
- of achild’s play activity; determine when to provide additional
ressurces for increasing children’s learning through play;

situation  to promote children’s learning; create a classroom
~ environment to achieve a set of objectives; determine when to
partlmpatc as a" co-player‘and when to redirect the " play
_situation.

, The unit is accompanied by a 28-minute, lG-mm,”
color-sound film entitled Observing Children’s Play This film is
a non-narrated sequence of children engaging in social play.

The majority of unit activities require makmg obscrvatlons
"from the film. ,
- .Additional FLS resources on thls toplc Workmg wtlh
‘C'Iula'rens Concepts; Managing. the Preschool Classroom, and
Problem Solvmg thh Clula'ren
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determine when to intervene, extend, or adapt the play



. :f“usmg toys aru:i games
.. with children U

\ Nxmmcht Brown, johnson, Addxson‘
“","Rosenau, Adcoclc and Houdyshell

" “This book was. wnttcn for lcarncrs who want to bccomc more
k‘:-skxllcd inusing -toys ‘and ‘games to help. children (between
“three-and’ clght years of age) ! dearn some.basic skills and con-
~-cepts. It is a practical,:systematic, prcscrlbcd introductionto
¥ rworkmg with ‘children for those who are new. to tcachmg énd
- 'for paraprofcssmnal and- voluntccr staff. . S
A total of 18 toys and 82 ‘games provxdc a range of cx-
" ...pcrlcnccs “in classxfymg, ordcrmg, spat:al reasomng, pat-
.. terning,” thmkmg mductwely ‘and . deductively, - problcm
; ('_solvmg, ‘mcmonzmg, ‘decoding -and. cncadxng language, ‘sen-
© . sing'and ‘numerating. Ordered scqucnccs ‘of learning’ cplsodcst )
o '(gamcs) provxdc specnﬁc lcarmng cxpcrlcnccs w1th cach of thc’
- toys. - A

A basxc sct of eight toys is accompamcd by an i
‘troductory ﬁlm plus a film strip and an audio cassette “for each
e AVtoy Other gamcs are illustrated in cartoon strips.. All gamcs
© .are described in short and’ easily - read steps. - -
: - Activitiés involve - working' with chlldrcn viéwing
s ‘audxo-vnsual materials, making classroom. obscrvatlons, ex-
| "tcndmg and ‘modifying cxlstmg games. T

- Learners acquire skills in modeling’ prccnsc languagc
contrlbutmg to the dcvclopmcnt of -healthy self-concepts,
creating condmons for spontaneous lcarmng, hclpmg children
develop problcm-solvmg slulls and workmg thh chlldrcn
: rcsponswcly v : 3 L
- Additional - FLS matcrlals rclatcd to tl’llS topxc:
Developing Children’s Sense Perception; Helping Children Develop
" 'Health Self-Concepts; Working with Children’s Concepts; -Ex- -
. ploring Clildren’s Thinking (three volumes); and The Growmg'f“
« Mind (four v1dcotapcs) , QL
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‘ :‘worklng ‘wn:h
children’s concepts

- "Kmh Alward

bout . conccpts and thclr charactcr in thc carly
_ ars.: It concerns: children' between two and eight
"yearsvof age' This is not a how-to-do- it book. It focuses malnly
on‘hclplng ‘adults’ understand the nature,” organization, and
dchlopmcn‘ of conccpts and the ‘relationship - of. thcsc to
esented and shared , interests. Anyonc 1ntcrcstcd in, con- '
epts ‘should find this book informative.
Conceptual learning is placed in the broad framcwork
‘of shared interests and shared forms of representation.. Con- - .
ccpts are vxewcd as rcprcscntablc, sharcablc, and as orgamzcd ‘
-knowlcdgc formulatcd around interests. They are also’ viewed
as 'susceptible to agrccmcnt and dlsagrccmcnt, and, in somc
es, capable. of :being. forgottcn. ‘ ,
Thc suggestlon is inadc that cfforts to tcach conccpts o

thosc ‘of the child. ,

o Fammant‘y wnth the contents of the series,” Explormg

Iula'ren s: Thinking, provxdcs an important foundation for un-
dcrstandlng this ' book.  An' understanding” of "the mental -
dcvclopmcnt of classificaticn skills should be consldcrcd a
~prcrcqu151tc. ‘Both the organization ‘and dcvclopmcnt of con-’
cepts are strongly. rclatcd to the child’s undcrstandmg of class
:and ordcr relations: ‘
""" Learner activities involve. analyzmg adult conccpts and
hcxr rcprcscntatlon, adult classification activities, interviews .
of chlldrcn, classroom observation, ‘and thought problems.
'Written material provides an introduction and follow-up ‘to
‘each’ ‘actlvxty -The. appcndlx contains notes on -clinical. in-
erviewing and a blbhography of ‘over 60 pubhcatlons and .

Activities are. integrated to hclp students learn: ‘ten

haractcnstlcs of. conccptS' how- conccpts are organized; how
he: orgamzatlon of conccpts changc thh mcntal dcvclopmcnt
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Other FLS 'materials ‘related to this topxc‘ ‘Exploring:
Chxldrens Thmkmg, The Growmg Mmd Developmg Cluldren
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THE FAR WEST LABORATORY FOR EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH.

Educational development isanew dtscipline. It involve first, focusing on'an
important but specnlic area in need of |mprovemu-nt ‘and then’ mventing, field
testing,: and providlng a generally useful solution to that problem or need. The
solution may be 2 new seIM:ontained product or an alternatuve process or’

release for reproductlon and distribuhon by other agencies. At
ases’ of field testing—work with'a prototype, a supervised per

. hree'p
.iormance f eld test, and an operatlonal test under normal user conditions

‘P, cts.
‘hons of research-and-development based training maternals.

:The Laboratory is uniquely: quahfted to train aduits in.the use of media
and'in other educationalltechnologucal areas, The professronal staff. has de-

‘ extensive experience.in preparing multi-media:tr. ateri v
'veIoped tensive experience.in preparing multi media: training ‘materials'fo

professionals and in providing on-site’ traintng A fully equtpped muIti-medr

- studio in the new Center for-Educational Development includes a broad array’

of i‘lm, vudeotape, photography, and other modern communlcatron facilutues.
‘The Laboratory is a public non-profit organuzatton ‘locited in the San’

: Francnsco Bay Area and supported in pan by the Depanment of Health Ed,

tion, and Wellare.

‘FAn WEST t.AaohATonv
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