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ABSTRACT

The primary goal of the program described in this

paper was to develop activities to provide fifth graders with an
cppoztunsty to geet p2ople in fields of work which are generally
conLs>deszed to be outside the child's everyday reala of experience.
The career education uait visits by a folksinger, a weaver-dyer, 2
nurse€, ana an advertising manager and the arrangement of a

s:x-and-a-half-day residency for a poet,

who taught three classes a

day and held daily workshops with teachers. Under the poet's

directiosn,

tne chi.lidren wrote poetry ana cosmpiied an anthology of

thelr owsn works. Although funding was ot obtained froa the HNational

cudcowmentr fcr
the school's Parent Teacher

similar session for the following year,
Association voted to match funds for

tte Arts for a

another poet irp residence. An 2valuation of students' responses on
Juestionnacrres indicated that, although there was little change 1in
QuUpilis® career choices, the poet was ranked highest of all the guest

Speakers.
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NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF

EDUCATION

., DGCLNENT =25 BEEN REPRC-
e ES Lv a5 RECEILED FROM

CmE PEWSTN TH DRGLNIZAT ONCRIGIN:
twG T PONTSCF 4 EACR cPINONS
CATED DO NTDT NETESSAR LY REPRE:
En~ 285 € oo haT ORE_INSTITUTE oF

£oca7 on PTS ON Dk PDL Sue Nuzent Reed, Frincipal
Congers Elementary School
57 Lake Rcad
Congers, tew York 10920
ata s taAtalT2a0rafr farcer Tdaa
Toatuy
oot DSlaereiioy B3enoenl dg locrded in fenaland Ceanly, 2
Tt crae et gl e L - cinntes deliving Jdictance
fLL ma soset ol Taw fora City. Conlns Tvrom larsely whive,
Titioolns notes, Sher maoil covpulatien consists or annracinntel
LT e ilen vy een s ripdor-ortan thvroush Six, farents work
irone side wmelaty of Jinlds ard neld cuch pesitions as cxe:cutives
volnccr corsnarations, eorctiraction woornars, teloenhone linesmen
veiocorane o monll eclacseas, o3t o the teachess use a iradi-
Sieom meuis oof teesiint 2l olace a Leavy eacnisis on roading a
1ol atiag,
T Teecetiar, 0%, hen Towas arsnointed to the position of
covsital oot Censers Zlomentncy 3chewl, the rifth srade classes
v gonaiadins o cuccer education unit on jourralisn, Tnree
Samzrars ia the schoo) had atLlended a cori ot of district seninar
crocnroor clucition, AS no furtioore nlone hud neon nade oy thae
Ciateiat Lo contirm: nin orevsa, Todacided to write a vroeosal
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to secure funds to continue the work begun in career education

and to apoly for a New York State Mini-Grant.

Taunching The Program

After receiving the mini-grant for my proposal, Fkeet-The-
Artist-At-His-Craft: Career Idea, I met with the teachers of the
fiftn ~rade to explain the rurpose of the program and rake plans
for +the selection of persons to be included. The teachers recom-

-~

mended a weaver-dyer and an ecological folksinger, While these

r

peorle were beinz contacted, I was notified that I had been offered
a rateching zrant from the New York State Poet-In-The-School-Frogram.
AS %he mini-zrant funds were nearly depleted, this was, to £ay the
le=2s%, a serendipitious windfall,

The poet would work with three classes, in-residence, for six
and one half days. As we had three fifth grade classes who had

recently completed a unit on journalism, it was agreed that they

| IR

\

would work with the poet. The objectives of the career education
pro-ran were cstabliched for pupils and teachers as followss
e}

~ Tunils

f b A‘,x:('- LJ"_-:’;

1. To zroadan the children's awareness of career
opportunities,

2, To brin~ children into cne-to-one contact with
nersons in the fine arts and nunanities.

3, To provide an opportunity for children to express

their personal interests in career possibilities,

To develop an awareness of the library as a tool

and a vehicle for extendinz their infcrmation re-

fsarding careers,
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in the career cducation progranm,

c e
et with guest artists to draw plans for class

2. To e
or sroun lessons,
3. To implement plans for lecsons and carry out follow-

&, To s=z%in data and evaluate the effectiveness of

that a prosgran such as this would be difficult
$o evaltate as there would be no statisties nor any "yes" or "no”
nswers to sive us any hard and Tast data from which we could draw
dofinitive conclusiors. Unfortunately, at this time, we are unable
La realure now mich or how well scrmeone has learned throush "in
usion® or now much more "aware" a ruwil has becone. Accepting
neze LIt linwmlors, we 1z'mshed our DroIran,

in an attempt at evzliuation, eacnh child was given a qguestion-
naire pre and post the prosran asxing nim to des rlbc how ne would
like to live when ne 1o growmup, Puplls were asxed to tell about
crne day cn walch thoy wouid be goling to work, The second cuestion
csved then to descripe the sccond job they would choose chould
ihev he unanlo to nave thelr first choice. The third and final
gu2stion anxzed for a descripntion of now they would cperd their
time relaxins arter worK,

Prom tne firs* Swo uuestions one can sce that the responses
would %9 siven in the form of a narrative description of the child'
carcar; the f£inal queztion would reveal any possible corrzlation

Le+tweon worX arl retaxation activities,

Furnea: G The Prorran

3rinfly, the idea behind this prosram was to develop activities

to provide fifth ;raders with an opportunity to meet persons in

4
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elds of work which are considered to be, generally, not in the

w
(S

ild's everyday realm of experience. The goal was to broaden the

O
>y
(¥

child's awareness of career possibilities. At the elementary school
level children traditionally have been introduced to such workers
as the policeman, fireman, postman, dentist, teacher and nurse as
reorle in the world of work, We saw na reason for maintaining this
linitation; and Xnowing that children at this age are very curious
and earer to learn, we decided to launch the progran. It was ex-
vecicd that the children would learn the career education concep*s

»on indirect infusion ratner than from direct teaching. o lectures

Fy

would be siven on career education. Instead, the visiting teachers

-y -
would briefly tell how they came to be in their present field

>

of work,

13
fo}
[®]
v}

ro~ram

ny director of the Foet-In-The-Schools program and the county
cooriinater worked out the details for setting up the residency,

I intorviewed the poet who was recomnended and set up a schedule
in whien ne would teach three classes a day and hold a daily work-
snop with tonchers, He would also be responsivle for selecting
theze nosms which were to be included in the final antnology to

he produced Tor the ehildren and the school library. Each child

wno varticinated would receiv. a copy and thereby sec his or her

“nn reason for including a poet in the career education pro-
avam 13 self evident. How often has either cne of us met, or
worted witn a noet? Not an everyday occurrence, to say the least,
1t wis our hope thnt this experience would extend the children's

ideas nbout poete, pcetry, writing, learnins and possibly careers,

53
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The poet's purrose wWas more spPecific, He expressed the desire
to convey to the children the concept that words and language are
alive, that words can change and bend depending on how they are
used, He wanted the children to develop a keener sense of their
ovmn teelincs, to realize that there 1s in poetry color, enotions
and ideas. He wanted to eradicate the notion that all pocns must
chvie; and althousgnh he did not emphasize spelli—z or grammar, he
rmaintains that as cnildren begin to take pride ia their own writing
ther comcemitantly hecome more concernsd about correct grammar
and snpellins., He expressed tha bellef that chilldren's self-respect
is enhanced as a result of programs such as this and that children
berin to develop a rore valid wiew of the world, He felt that through
their poetry the ch.ldren create thelr own words, vocabularies and
worlds, These were the 1ldeas expressed by Bill Wertheim, our poet-
in-residence, as he snsXe to a staff writer who was interviewing
Jor a rea

In a personable, warm, low-Xeyed manner, Wertheim skillfully

[

ure article in a local newspaper.

led the children into writing ooetry. His first lesson introduced
them to the "IY in twentieth century American writing, emrhasizing
the fact that a voet rust use nis five senses keenly if he or she
express nis ideas and imaszes Clearly, succinctly and honestly.
to the poems he read to the children, such as D.H. Lawrence's
“irocs In A Zarden" and Enily Dickinson's "I Never Saw A licor",
Worsholm discussed the power of the use of simple languazge, breaxing
up lines of voetry and creating images,
The Tirure of o skeleton in one of the clagsroowms evoked a
lesscen atout death, Wertheim wrote, "The discussion went from Halloween
to ckeletons-to fear of Skeletonr-to monsters-to dyings loss of some-
tnine and/or comeoone we love, iow it fecls to die, how it feels to
lose Somecnne you care about." He indicated that first the topic

was discussed aloud, then later on paper; and for those children
who preferred an alternative topic, he sugsgested writing about

6
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coming back to 1ife. Wertheim said it was the most touching
lesson ne had ever taught and that some c¢hildren cried. T@is

led t, z discussion about crying, trust and kindness; and he took
this opportunity to eXpress the idea that *Crying is 0K, even for
boys» He Said that the children werec kind and supportive of each
Other.

In subSequent lesSsons natura, photographs, dreams and music
viere ysed tO stimulate the imagination. A wide variety of poems
Were ypeitten in response to music of Elizabethan dances, a string
Quarte+ of Shoztakovich and a Japanese flute.

Hundreds of poems were written by the seventy-eight children

4

“no paprticiPateq in the program and were reviewed by Wertheim and

"the tascners. A parent volunteer prepared the final draft of the

TAnugeprint Of selected poems for the anthology. As Bill VYertheim
mada pis 128t goodbyes, two fifth grade girls ran up and asked
Ginm 44 peburn 4o ConZers zcnhcdl. They were sad to see him leave.
Afton spendlas tne past six days sharing their innermost feelings
difficult to let this new found pcet-friend go.
ter daScrived his work with the children in a
sing, "They were alert, perceptive, inteiligent,

e

nd £2ve m2 much more feedback than I had expected.
nly bznefit from continued creative projects, of
Wantayape nature,, .,

His Pupils, now in the siXxth grade, have continued to write
PC2tpy  tryineg jmny New forms including sonnets, haiku, cirnquain,
and frse VAT3e, to nawe g few. '

priof to the peet’s arrival, a [ifth grade teacher attended
1 lectyre-COnference given by XKenneth Koch, author of "¥ishes,
and Dreamge and notad for his work in the field of children's
teacher recommended his vook; and I was able

19}

3
Poatpsy, writins, oni
L0 5egyure @ copy for eacn teacher, in preperation for the poet's

e3idencys In agqition, the schcol ibrarian and his assistant

7
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prepared a poetry bibliography for each teacher.

During the following swnmer, copies of the anthology were
collated, placed in the school library and sent to the poet and
the director of the program, In the fall each child in the program

‘receivad a coby.

Zarly in the fall I received a call from the director of the
prozram asking if one of our pupils was still in the school, as
she nad oeen selocted as one of four pupil-poets to represent

ew York State at a subcommittee hearing with Senator Peter Peyser
in Washington. The purpose of the hearing was to seek refunding

of this program throuzn the National Endowment for the Arts and
Humanities.

Ilka Shunan's parents were delighted with the news and proud

to have her participate. Upon her return, Ilka told of her exper-
ence at a faculty meeting and later at an assenbly program for
n2 fifth and sixth srades. At that time she was presented with a
certificate of merit for her outstanding work, now permanently
corded in The Zongressional Record. At the faculty meeting, as
Ilka spoke, ner teachers beamed at her and were visibly touched
3 twelve-year-old's intellect and poise - and perhaps not
for their having had some small part in all of this.
Juring the winter, a former member of the Board of Zducation,
and a published poet in her ovm rignt, offered to donate a copy
of her poems to our school library. After the volume was formally
presented to the president of the student council, the gesture
was roeturned by presenfing her with our anthology of children's
voetry. She was thoroughly surprised and proud of our achievement.

This year, as there were no funds from a miri-grant, the
Parent Teacher Association voted to mateh the funds for another
poct-in-residence, Support for such a program is extremely sig-
nificant ac it reovresented a respect for the need for lecarning
in the area of the arts and humanities. This year the poet is

8
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susle Mag, 3h® tog will Spend a Six and a half day residency
teaching the ¥Titjng of poetry, this time to three third

grade ClagseSe It jg hoped that there will be a poet-in-residence
at Con%ers evVery vyear.

zvaluation

Az was PT®Vipysly mentioned, the pre and post question-

irsa

2]

+ na were S° Congtructed as to evoke a response which would °
;ndiCate tpe PUpiyeg £irst and second choice of careers and

t0 indieate now the pupils would spend their leisure time, The
1atter q,5t100 was included to note if there was any correlation
peTYemn ~arell Chojce 2nd leisure choice. A comparison between
pré 874 5ogt ARestjonnaires might also reveal any changes in
carotr 25 ag z result of class discussion about careers or

e
proit thy AT%ena a neirsntened awarcness i
£r e gnelntNee of 2irntened awarcness, An evaluation

shﬁet ing1uding tye names of each visitor was also distriouted

n comp2Fing e pre and post narrative resnonses to the
Long i% Was jpteresting to note that there was little

3
NG thpnee 1N the pupils' career choices. In a very few instances

OUT o 78) VA5 t+pere any correlation vetween the choice of

—
~
~

LorF Nd spe fOrm or relaxation. The larsze majority of pupils
inclideq ga4inZ, dpinking, watching television and sleeping
(in thay ordor) as {helr chosen forms of relaxation.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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-

A random sampling of first and second choices for careers
-~ <o

follows:

First Choice

ranch hand
architect

model

carpenter
teacher

female jockey
secretary
stewardess

stock car driver
vet

artist

dental tschnician
singer

rfoothall player
heautician
assist old folks

Second Choice

horse rancher
doctor

nurse
electrician
secretary
veterinarian
valtress
waitress
hunting guide
mother

teacher
architect
tTeacher
oaseball player
waitress
clothing caleslady

The choices for carcers covered a very wide spectrum and

remained consistent when the same question was asked

iater.

six months

Pupils wern asked to evaluate each of the guest speakers:

poet, folksinwer, weaver-dyer, nurse and advertising manager.

Th= taree top choices were the pnoet,

nurse, and advertising

panar2r, in that order. In all fairness to the others, 1t must

te re-stated that the poet had the advantage of a six and a half
day residency with the pupils while the other visitors had only

a sinzle, forty-five ninute lesson., The nursa and the advertising
mana~er had the advantase of being well known to many of the
pupils, as they were ooth parents of pupils in the fifth grade.

10
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These factors must not be overlooked as it may have had a pos-
jtive effect on the children's receptivity to them. Some of

the pupils, never having heard of medieval music before, stated
that the songs sung oy the folksinger were "babyish". Some
expressed a similar reaction to the weaver-dyer, but were very
interested in the two-month-old baoy lamb which she allcwed each
child to nold and vet. .

Zach of the seventy-eight pupils answered "yes" to a question
as¥ins if this career education program should bhe continued next
vear, Wnzn they were asked to suggest peocole that they would be
interested in mceting - oop singers, athletes and astronauts
headed the list,

It was suprising and pleasant to note that one pupil added
a statement that a promise had been made to give each child the
vook of pooms 2% the end of the prozram and that tnis had not heen
done. It was wvery reassuring to read that a child was looking'

<.

forward %o receiving the anthology that was in the process of
bainy produced,

Tn the teachors' eveluations, the poet, weaver-dyer, and
advertising manager were rated as the top three most effective
visiting teachers, One teacher indicated that she weculd have
preferred that the poet omit the lesson on deatnh as she felt
that it nad had an adverse effect on some pupils, Two teachers
indicated that they appreciated the opportunity to observe
another teacner in action, Each teacher indicated that he felt
the prozran was wortnwhile and,as 2 result, a resource file
of volunteer parents was established.

Farents suvpported the program; and during an executive

‘ponrd maeting of thne Parent Teacher Association, one narent

stated that she Telt that death should not have been chosen
as a topic for discussion, A lively discussion ensued and a
number of motners felt that no one had ever broached this

subject wnhen they were children, They felt that it was healthlervr

11
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for the children to discuss death openly. The ultimate support
for the progzram was expressed by the parents' unanimous vote to
set aside funds for the matching grant to have a2 poet-in-residence
tcacher for three third grades in the spring.

Althouzh it is difficult to assess whether or not the pupils
are now more aware of a wider variety of careers, it was felt
that there were so many other positive, obvious benefits which
arose as a result of this program that-it was considered success-
ful and should be continued. In fact,’ this year we received a
grant from the National Humanities Faculty for a two and one
nalf day in-service teacher—t}aining workshop in career educa-
tion, ’

The enthusiastic resvonse to the Peet-In-The-Schools pro-
sram Trom the pupils, teachers, parents and ccmmunity is what
moved me to shar:our experience with others. i'hen we began we
did not expect to send a puwil to a Congressicnal hearing in
Washinzton, nor the principal to the Sixth World Reading Congress
in 3Sinzavore, nor did w2 expect to recesive anolher grant Irom
the National Humaznities Faculty .. Perhaps you would enjoy having
a pozt in residence at your school? Why not? As 3yron so aptly
vut it ".,.for a nman's reach should always exceed his grasp or

[pA 1)

what's a heaven for?



