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PERSONS OF SPANISH ORIGIN IN THE UNITED STATES: MARCH 1976

e renont presents advance data on selected social,
ceonome, and demographie characteristics of persons of
Soamehy arapo n the United States: the data were collected
e the Al 1976 Coreent Papulation Survey. The tables in
thicreanet present data far -ame o all of the subcategories
ot perans of Spanish e, that s, persons of Mexican,
Pacito Beean, Caban, Central or South Americar, and other
Sparett oiann A more detaded report oir the charac-
Peeiteos of the o nersons gy forthcopung,

Troere e about 11 madlion persons of Spamish origin in
the Lnted States 0 March 1976, with an estimated 6.6
tlhan o them eporting Mexican origin and 1.8 million
reportaog Puertn Rcan onging, The total number of persons
of Cubun angin was estimated ot about 700,000, and
precsone of Central or South Amiernican origin at 800,000,
Al additional 1.3 mitlion persons reported they were
Sf e othier Spanish noigin,

fasmiueh as the estimates i ths mport are based on a
stnple Sttvey, they are subject to sampling error, The
sdampling error omanly a measwure of the variations that
occur by chance because o sample rather than a complete
censan enameration soused to survey the popultation. Thus,
because ot samplaag error, the estimate of the number of
pwesunes obt Spansh ongins presented in this report deter-
ey aomteryal of conhidence, For example, if o complete
censas v tead of o emple survey had been taken in March
JAZ6, theee gre 68 chanees out of 100 (one standard error)
that the oo would show o tgkal number of persons of
Spansh organ weinn the range of 10.8 to 11.4 million
pecsans ravle D and 95 chances out of 100 (two standard
criarsl that the censos total would be between 10.5 and

T 7 oudbooy joetaony,

Poothee report ol statements of companison between
eattmgtes e gttty sigmificant ot the two standard
error leyed this meane that there are 95 chances out of 100
(19 out ob 200 that g difference specified in the text
adec e o rroe ditference iy the population.

ASccordiag e the March 1976 CPS there were 2.5 mullion

et o Soae o snen i the United States, Most of
ety Nq o metropohitan areas with the
Sty tead contral aities of these areas; thus,

the it 20 b i aenhies ot Spamish origin—84 percent of
O thaned araen tamadies were living in metropolitan
atedec Mo rhore g marked residential preference
i e categoties of Spanish onigin families. For
natince Do Bee of Mesaean ongin, the majority of whom
cvenr e s Dot b the United States particularly in
e Graten ot Se g Cabifornig, Colurado, New Mexico,
wad Tes o e moree partial to residence outside  of
el oot e e than were famihies of Puerto Rican
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ongin. About 23 percent of all Mexican families in the
United States tived in a noametropolitan area compared to
only 3 percent of all Puerto Rican families (table 2).

The Spanish origin population is a young population
relative to the overall population; for example, the median
age of persons of Spanish origin in March 1976 was 20.9
years compared to a median of 28.9 years for the overal
population. Furthermore, a%out 13 percent of all persons
of Spanish origin were under 5 years of age, but only anout
7 percent of the total United States population was under 5
years of age (table 3),

The March 1976 survey indicated that the proportion of
single men of Spanish origin is higher than the proportion
of single women of Spanish origin—this may be because
men, in gencral, usually marry at a later age than women.
Furthermore, women of Spanish origin were much more
likely to be divorced or widowed than were men of Spanish
criging one reason for this is that men are more likely to
remarry than women (tahle 4).

The overall population was ahead of the Spanish origin
population in educational attainment, Al 4 percent of
all persons 25 vyears old and over we ah  school
graduates; 39 percent of Spanish origin perso:: .. sears old
and over had achieved that level of education. F. armore,
although enly about 4 percent of all persons 25 years old
and over in the United States had completed less than 5
years of school, about 19 percent of all persons of Spanish
origin had complieted less than 5 years of schoo'.

Ditferences in educational level were aisn apparent
among cateqgories of Spanish origin persons. For example,
the Mexican origin category -had the highest proportion
with less than 5 yrars of school completed: in contrast, a
greater proportion of Cuban origin persons, 52 percent, had
completed 4 years of high school or more than had Mexican
or Puerto Rican ongin persons, 33 percent and 30 percent,
respectively {table 5).

The labor force participation rate (the percent of the
civilian nominstitutionat population 16 years old and over
that is in the labar force) was 77 percent for Spanish origin
men. The rate varied, however, between men of certain
Spanish origin groups; for example, Puerto Rican men had a
lower labor force participation rate (67 percent) than did
men of Mexican origin (79 percent).

Approxmmately 43 percent of Spamish origim women 16
years old and over were in the labor force as of March
1976, and, hike Puerta Rican men relative to Mexican men,
Purrta Rican women bad a lower labor force participation
rate- 31 percent-than did women of Mexican origin, 44

percent.

i



Figure 1. Number of Persons of Spanish Origin by
Type of Spanish Origin: March 1976
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In March 1976, there were substantially more employed
Spanish onigim men than employed Spanish origin women;
about 2.2 mulhon men of Spanish origm were employed
compuared to about 1.3 million Spanish origin women, The
unemployment rate for men .0 Sparmsh ornigin at 11
percent, however, was not statistically significant from that
of Spamish ongany wornen, 13 percent,

Among alt employed Spanish onigim mien, the most
prevalant  occupation wds that of operative, including
transportation. But among selected categories of Spanish
ongin men, occupational ditterences occurred; for example:
+ substantially greater proportion of Mexacan origin men
were employed  as farm workers -8 percent-- than were
Puerto Rican men-3 percent—or men of other Spanish
onepn combined, 1 percent (tables 6 and 7).

In 1975, median mcome' of men of Spanish origin was
$6,800, about double the median income of Spanish origin
wamen, at $3,200. Although only 37 percent of Spanish
orgin men had mcome of less than $5,000 in 1975, about
71 pereent of women of Spamish origin had income of less
than $5,000 (table 8)

The median income m 1975 of all families in the United
States  was conaiderably  higher, at $13,700, than the
median mcame of famihes with the head of Spanish origin,
at 89,600. Moreover, differences in family income also
existed  between types of Spanmish origin families, For
example, the median income of famities with the head of
Mexican origin was higher than that for families with the
head of Puerto Rican origin, and families of other Spanish
ongin combmed had a substantially higher income than
aither Mexercan or Puerto Rican origin families (table 9),

About 630 thousand famities with the head of Spanish
ongm, ane of every four Spanish-headed families, were
below the lovwincome level in 1975, However, there were
differences in the proportiuns of low-income families of
Spanish origin by typu of Spanish origin: although only one
of svery six tamilies or Cuban origin were of low-income
status in 1975, omer of cvery four families of Mexican origin,
and one of every three families of Puerto Rican origin
were below the fow-income level in that year (table 10).

YIn procesvng the data codlected in the March 1976 Current

Poonlatinn Bureau of the Census utidized a new
computer processmg system designed 1o take maximum advantage

ot the Borvan's expanded compater capobnhities, The revised system

Surwwey, the

AlsO 1ncornorates many  unprovements n the procedures used to
procesy the data. Foroa detaled discusston of these improvements
reqatidimg the noorssing of income data ses the report: US. Bareau
of the Censg. Current Population Reports, Senes P-60. No. 103,

Voney tnvo e andd Poverty Status of Famihies and Persons in the
Urnitod States 1975 and 1974 Revisions,”” {Advance Report) U.S.
Governsent Printing Othee, Wastingtan D.C.. 1976

O
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Information in this report on persons of Spanish origm
was obtained from response to the following question:

Whet is your origin or descent?

01 German 10 Nercan-Anierican

02 Italian 11 Chicano
03 Insh 12 Mexican
04 French 13 Mexicano
05 Polish 14 Puerto Rican
06 Russian 15 Cuban
07 Enzlish 16 Central or South American
08 Scottish 17 Other Spamish
09 Welsh 20 Negro
21 Black
OR

30 Another group not listed

$.5. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC STATIST LS ADMIN,
CEsUs

voosne CPS-597
1oyava

BURE AL 3§ 7}

ORIGIN FLASHCARD
CURRENT POPULATION SURVEY

Persons of Spanish origin were persons who reported
themselves as Mexican-American, Chicano, Mexican,
Mexicano, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South Ameri-
can, or other Sganish origin. Persons who reported them-
selves specificstly as Mexican-American, Chicano, Mexican,
or Mexicano were consolidated into the one category,
Me xican.

The numbers in this report are in thousands and were
rounded to the nearest thousand without be2ing adjusted to
group totals; hence, the sum of the parts may not exactly
equal the total shown. Also, because of rounding, the
figures may differ slightly from table to table, and
individual percentages may not always add to 100 percent.



Figure 2. Spanish Origin Population by Age and Type of
Spanish Origin, for the United States: March 1976
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Figure 3. Metropolitan—Nonmetropolitan Residence of
Families With Head of Spanish Origin by Type of
Spanish Origin of the Head: March 1976
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Table 1. POPULATION OF SPANISH ORIGIN BY TYPE OF SPANISH ORIGIN FOR THE
UNITED STATES: MARCH 1976

Numbeers In thousands

Ccontidence interval’
One standard error
indn Number Pervent ne standard erve
e g IO
Nunthoer F Porcont
Fotal, Spandsh orbrdn.g e e vee  vvinees 11,117 100,0 10,811 to 11,423 X
. x
R L T 6,500 09,3 G,302 to G,RUR a87.9 to GO,T7
AT S £ v L 1,703 15 .8 1,629 to 1,877 11,8 to 16,8
V1 GRT G2 GOY to TGS 5.0 to 6.9
Contral or South Mmerleun., ., e inciieeaesaan THU 6.8 670 to R 6.1 to 7.0
Cther Spanlshe s s s eenossrerroseansaerenoeaas 1,335 12,0 1,226 to 1,144 I1.1 to 12.9
N Vot l;mlu.lhlr-

and hence
100 that

based on sample data
are about 68 out of
griven in vhis table,

as well as In the rest of this report) are
a consus wore conducted, the chances
the one~standard error interval

VEvtimatess in this tabloe
to sampling orror. 1Yt
tesult would be contained in

arve subject
the census

lable 2. RESIDENCE OF FAMILIES WITH HEAD OF SPANISH ORIGIN BY TYPE OF SPANISH
OR!IGIN OF THE HEAD, FOR THE UNITED STATES: MARCH 1376

Numbers it thousands)

.’ Total, ‘[ \l . ] Pucrto Cub: Other
Restdonce ’ Spunish | t:x\xlrgidn] Rican ();lij:linn Spanish
poor ium s origin k origint
Total families oo, e 2,499 1,442 436 187 434
' 1
Metropolitan.......... ‘ 2,096 | 1,107 424 183 382
Contral citlesS, o i iiannnnnns 1,292 | 6211 357’ 92 221
talance . ooa .. et e e e f 8()14:, 486 ; 67 91 161
Noumet ropol i tan. vy v enn ..., e . 403 335 | 11 5 33
] N '
PERCENT BY METROPOLITAN i "
RESIDENCE : | ; }
Total tamllies ..., . 100.0 100.0; 100. 0‘ 100,0 ! i00.0
i
Metropolitan.. ... ..o, e i 83.9 76.8: 97.4: 97.9 88.0
Central citles. .. oo, e . al.7 4.}.15 82,0, 49,2 50.9
Balance oo, P e a e ! 3.2 33.7: 15.4 48.7 37.1
Nomme trop Ll an. o ue e e e 16,1 23.2] 2.6 2.7 12.2
PERCENT BY TYDPE OF : ; ,‘
SPANISH ORIGIN ‘ , ‘
Potol families..ooonena... 100.0 57.7 . 17.1‘1; 7.5 17.4
I S R 1 P e | 100.0 52.8 20,2 8.7 18.2
Contral CitioS. . re e, .. e 1 100.0 48.1 | 27.61 Tl 17.1
BULAIC N s et e e et et et et e ‘ 100.0 60 .4 8.3 1.3 20.0
Nonmetropobitan. oo e e i i it i 100.0 83.1 2.7 1.2 13.2
- 1 - - —— e L. ORI PO

Yine ludes Contreal or South American and other spanish origin,
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Table 3. TOTAL AND SPANISH ORIGIN POPULATION BY AGE AND TYPE OF SPANISH ORIGIN,
FOR THE UNITED STATES: MARCH 1976

Spanish ot

. i
Fotal ' I
Ao ! popu - ] I | ! Central J
a : r ! | Ducrto 1 . . ! Other
| Latlon b Totad PoMextean Rican Cuban or South | Spanish
! , 1 o ! American ’ ) )
i | ! ! i
‘. . \ ' : . ], . Y s
botaloo, o, ol ~and ) AR R R (RSN ‘ t, 4 1,753 ; 687 in r 1,335
‘ i
R T ' 1000 - 160,0 1 1000 100,00 00,0 1000 ! 100.0
! ; | j
LI E I R T N R L Joh 12,8 13,3 12,5 5.0 1 14.1 : 13.7
e R L 4.0 (I 1.8 13.4 J b0 11.0 ; 14.1
L N .3 1y.0" 19.0 21,201 lo.d 14.4 | 19.9
O T e R L H.7 6.1 0.4 [T 5.5 : 3.7 5.8
o e 7.0 0.8 7o 6.7 | 5.5 1 5.6 1 5.7
R N B 14.8 4.7 14,9 . 14 .4 # 8,0 1 23,1 ] 12.6
L T T LA 10.8 1.4 0. 12.3 i 16.6 ; 15.5, 9.4
AT Vear e 1. 8.1 P8 6.6 1(».9§ 6.8 | 7.5
I T O L 9.4 4.9 G403 H5 ! 10.0 i 3.7 ' 6.3
O vear L over - 10,3 P4 3.5 2.5 9,6 | 2.1 4.9
! L f '
TY venrs amd aver oL, ' hy, 0 ‘)').7‘ 54,9 1 53.0 | 72.0 ! ()U.b, 52.2
ovear s and e oL 63.3 30‘).()1 4804 46.9 l 66.5 ! 6.9 | 46,4
i . ! i .
Medd o e e, (vear ., 8.9 :().‘)l J().ji 19.6 I .Bh.ﬁl 25,5 ' 19.1
Table 4. MARITAL STATUS OF PERSONS OF SPANISH ORIGIN 14 YEARS OLD AND OVER
BY TYPE OF SPANISH ORIGIN AND SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES: MARCH 1976
(Numbers in thousands)
- [ e e —
| Total Mexican [ Dierto Rican Cuban Other Spanish!
Martral o wtatas '1 S - . R ; B BRI e P —_—
P Male ' Female | Male | Female P Male | Female Male | Female| Male {Female
N B TR SV Y P URE RN S ST Lo e
L B |
Pt e cons, 14 ‘ ! ! ' ; | .
Far A v 3,415 ' 3777 12,067 0 2047 0 500 599 l 251 jo2]  s9e | 728
R O L L1970 1,006 | 714 | 274 198 152 I 79 81 2067 199
T e B 2005 0 2,293 11,0590 1,301 g7 U0 157 165 362 430
Wil o CoosS 2 36l 4 8 o ! 33 9 49
Divorced o S99 236 59 121 13 43 10 | 22{6 19 49
| i [ ‘ f
T 100,01 100.0 ! 100,01 100.0 ¢ 100.0 N0 0. } !00.0} 100,06 | 100.0
| i ' ) : i
. ) t i ! :
e T 35,000 26.60 3450 26,7 39,5 '| 25.)! 31.4i 26.8] 3.6, 27.3
Marrbed.o oo oioo o e, CBULD 607 e0.9 0 6l.5 ) 57,11 62,7 | 02.6  54.7, 00.7 | 59.1
Whdomwedb o oo o 1.6 ! 0.4 1.8 b.lf 0.8 4 71 2.2 ll.], 1.5 6.7
DIvorcet. o 9] 6.3 2.8 5.7 2.k ‘ 73] 3.8 7.4 3 6.7
: . b ce [ PO U S S

Ponebinbes somtral or Soath American and other Spantish origin.
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Table 5. PERCENT OF TOTAL AND SPANISH ORIGIN POPULATION 25 YEARS OLD AND OVED BY TYPE
OF SPANISI{ ORIGIN, YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED, AND AGE, FOR THE UNITED STATES:

MARCH 1976
-
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Tabie 6. BROAD OCCUPATION GROUP OF EMPLOYED PERSONS OF SPANISH ORIGIN 16 YEARS

OLD AND OVER BY SEX AND TYPE OF SPANISH ORIGIN: MARCH 1976
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Table 7. EMPLOYMENT STATUS AND MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUP OF THE SPANISH ORIGIN
POPULATION 16 YEARSOLD ANDOVER BY SEX AND TYPE OF SPANISH ORIGIN, FORTHE

UNITEDSTATES: MARCH 1970
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Table 8. INCOME IN 1975 OF PERSONS OF SPANISH ORIGIN 14 YEARS OLD
AND OVER BY TYPE OF SPANISH ORIGIN AND SEX. FOR THE UNITED
STATES: MARCH 1976
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Table 9. INCOME IN 1975 OF ALL FAMILIES AND OF FAMILIES WITH HEAD OF

SPANISH ORIGIN, FOR THE UNITED STATES: MARCH 1976

N

Families with head of Spanish origin

Family income Total . Puerto . Other
familics N Mexican X Cuban . .

Total A Rican .. Spanish

origin .. origin o]

origin origin
Total families...... .. (thousands), . 56,245 2,499 1,442 436 187 434
Percent,. .o eeennnn ceecesanas 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Less than 34,000.......... ceecenans 8.0 15.5 15.8 20.1 14,0 10.4
$4,000 to 36,999, .. iiieiinn.. cerean 12,4 19.8 19,2 27.8 13.6 17.1
£7 000 to 29,999, ......... serereens 12,8 17.0 17.6 18.1 11.4 16.6
$10,000 to #14,999...... cecesracaas 22.3 22.6 22,2 20,4 26.5 24,9
$15,000 to 19,999, ... iiiennn.. e 18.7 14,2 15.1 7.2 17.6 16.6
$20,000 to $24,999 ..... cecenes cseen 11.6 5.8 5.4 3.6 9.7 7.8
$25,000 OF MOYEC, e vnoesossssensnses 14,1 4.9 4.5 2.8 7.1 7.6
Median income....... s eeieneoaaea. 413,719 59,551 *9,516 57,291 311,772 511,067

'Includes Central or South American and other Spanish origin.

Table 10. LOW-INCOME STATUS IN 1975 OF ALL FAMILIES AND FAMILIES WITH HEAD OF
SPANISH ORIGIN BY TYPE OF SPANISH ORIGIN, FOR THE UNITED STATES: MARCH 1976

tNumbers in thousands)

Below the low-income level

Origin Total
population
Number Percent

Total familieS. . v, e e e enenes. . . 56,245 5,450 9,7
Families with head of Spanish origin....... 2,499 627 25.1
MeXican...iveeeeeenvesss e iecstncissanans 1,442 381 26.4
Puerto Rican,....vveeeeeeens eseesasns e 436 146 33.5
Cuban, . viveeesnsse Cereeatesreaans ceeaae 187 32 17.1
Central or South American. .....eeieses 181 33 18,2
Other Spanish. . i.iiieenieeeerennannnenons 253 35 13.8
Families with head not of $Spanish origin.,. 53,745 4,823 9.0
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