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The acadellc records of over 2,000 students who vere -

"fequired as a result of. their national percentlle scores on the
Ccoperative English Examination to take a remediation course in
readlng and writing skills during their flrst semester at
Queensborough Community College (New Iork) were .compared to the
academic reccrds achieved by _an equal number of students who were not
required to take a remediation course. The basis of conparlson used
was the grades recelved*ty both groups ; of students in various
introductcry acaderic courses taken one semester after the remedial
students-had taken ‘their reguired readlng and/or writing course. The
same survey ‘was conducted the following year with the.new class of
1ncdi1ng freshnen.{ln both years of the study, the acadenmic
performance of the fcrmer remedial students with regard to the
percentage of pa551ng grades they received was very comparable to the
percentage of passing grades received by the non-remedial students.. -
The implications mdy .be useful for evaluating programs givem to -
underrrepared studepts in two-year colleges. Extensive tabular data

are appendegd.
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ABCTRACT

~~-The academic record of over 2,000 stude;;;\ﬁho were'require&v

to take a remediation course in rendlng and/or writing. skllls

- - N

-durlnf‘thelr first semester at Queensborough Community College as
a rePult of their national- percentlle scores on the Cooperatxve
Pn{rheh Examinetion wac comnareq with the afa emlc recor@ achleved
by“students who were nof re:ul;ea“to take a/%emedlatlon course.
Trie b391s ‘of coamparison used was the rrades recelved by bot\\

/-

groups of vtudents in various 1ntroductory acadenic- courses taken
one aeﬁester ;fter the remedial ctudents had tzken théir ;eqﬁ1£:E/
readlng and/or writing course. The same survey was conducted the
follow1ng year "1th the nevw cldss of 1ncom1ng fre hmen. In both )
Years of the svudy, Ehe~academic performance of the former
remedial-s‘cudenuc with rigard to the percentage of paSS1ng edes
they recsived “as,very cofiparable }o the percenta e of pasqlng
grzades received by the non—remedlal students. The 1mp1;catlons

. mzy oe useful for evaluatlnb programs given to upderprepared

students in the two year colleges

\
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& Follow-up Study: How Do Basic Skills Students
Those Reqtired to Take Remedlal Reading and/or»ertlng
Courseo) Compare with Non-Basic Skills Students ir
qome of Their Subsequeqt College Courseq.

~

- - !

The Basic Skills Prog*am at Oueensborouﬁh Communlty Colle?ez

P . , }'

- Queeasoo*ough Community Co;leﬂe is one of the to-~year|
colleges of the City Uhlver51ty of New York. In the late lé60 's-

‘a_Department of Baszc Edacatlonal qﬁllls was established: 2 the
b4 .

College. The purpose of the department is to provide remediation

e

in reading and/or wrltlng skills for entering freshmen wn .appear

to be in . neéd of such as: istance. °

-

\ s - . - . . . 1 ,
« The Cooperative English Lxamination is used as g pl%cement

° < -
test <o dete mine vhich entering students shall be requifed ‘o

enroll 1n~rem=a1a1 courses in reading and/or vrltlng. S%udents

I

scoring below specific vercentiles, using national norms of tne"’
! A

test must rerleter for the appropriate remedial cour ; Lneé,

soec1*10 percentile criteria vere arrlved at after 2 careful

F . ] -

study of various factors. in gddlt on’ to educational neea,

“ .-
edml 118t rativer and practical w*a‘l:'cers such as size of une entering
ciass, amount of Cla Sroon sngce avallable for reﬂedlal
" the numver of instruciors allocated to teach,remedialf
9

aents, and siudent- elass sxze in remedizl courses h@d uO be
2

u'.;-en into c.onJem»m. .

»
suteridg Lre°hmen at 4ueeo°oo*o gh vho ccore below the 33rd

tile in “"Potal Reading™, vwhich involves voca buxarj and

o
omprehencion factors, on the Cooperaziive, English axaﬂlretlon, are

<o regzster for the coller rcadingcand €] udy cikil
. >
improvezent course,’ The college catalogue descrlbeu thls course '

as a “worksnon in college reading improvement to nelp aeveloo

-

reading skills and effective use of time in required college

s
%
.




re~ding. Fmphasis on organizing.ideas, increasing speed, improving

Al < -
comprenension and interpretation, developing vocabulary, &nd

PR

rezding to remenber facts.® Formal apd informzl diagnostic “roceaures
are uced by each te“cher at the’ beg*nnlnﬂ of-every semoster to

determine the specific instructional needs and mos+ appropriate
22terials for his or her students. imong the. specific reading and -
. 7
stady skills areas usuwally dealt with are: vocabuwlary building,.
'

3

identlfj'ng zain ideas and related deteils, identifying pattexms

of orgenization in riety of readmq uelectlons note taxlno
from lectures ‘and from textbooks, skimman‘ and scannlng, -eritic

~-

reading, wnd test-tzking technigues. Rez ding nd study skills clas
meet twice a2 weeX for a totzl of three class hours., In add¢thH,

-

-s“udents are reoulrea to snend one hour a wee&, to be arranged on

their ovn +time, in the college reading lab. 'The l2b houges a wide /

T software and hardware materials to assist students in

their reading and siudy skills. “aAmong the materizls in
. - . .. . v
tiie rezding lab aret EDL Controlled Rezders (to increzse reading

. &

various‘comprehension Xits, vocabulary bodks tapes o
!
cvelop word pronu301at10n and note vaalﬂ" skills, and = leadlqp

Llibrary of paperback books. Classroom ias tructors prescribe lab

vor< for Iindividual students. Trained zides zare present to provf&e
. * /'
additional assic?y tance and guidance, wnen needed .

Zntering freshmen at Qaeeasoorourn WwWlo score below the 2?na

1]

‘percentile on the ! Eagllen Exnress:on" poértion of the . Codp rative
;.ich Exanination are requlred to régister for tbe college
. i

compcrition workshop course. The cat alogue de°cr1bes this couxtse
ar one intended “for students with spe01a1 wrltlng proulexss who

necd intensified instruction, ac determined by @ standard placement

i-\'\.

exmmination and screenlng results. --Paragraph and essay composition

<

end preparation of reports sirecsed with emphasif on orgenization,
24eL ; y ¥ & valily

~
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stndents. Among the °pe01f1cs of gftymar\and mechanlcs uqually
A

dealt 1tn in tne wrltlng céurse ares squégce completeness,

~ N
verb tense, rubject~ verb n»pronbun agrenmpnis clear pronoun -

reference, correct punctuailon and canltaI* “xlon, sentence

i:

coordlnatlon5 subcndlnathn, CoOE: rect qnelllns, and vocabularv

building. Con:l;e*able awtentlbn is alsg given to~the.expo°£cc*y

.

form of ('mtaiﬁg}i SHMel ac the_-_,uype that ie required i@qr;c‘omple ting -

researchfpaners éﬁd'anQWering estay questions on examinations.

-

total of tnree &lass hotrs.-.1n 9dd1twon, one hour 5 week for

e«ch wrltlrg" lass i# scheduied for in dlviaaal student-teacﬁer .l

confervncv~, Tynically, duri ng 2 eemecter each student wlli

confer 1nd1viéua%}y with.the student anywhere from threé,to‘sixi."
times c:ncérning:the rvltten work,done by the ctu.dent in the
comp051tlon wor5~bop course. A “writing lab" is also avaiigbleﬂ
for student use. The 15b is supervised by designated - cdg@sgv'
“inctructort who are s sted~by'tralned azdeq. —W%ittenxﬁork 6i§w.

the studqpts ig refﬁewed and.dlscussed on' & onée-to-one basiz

* Attendante iﬁ the mrltlnb lab is ncﬁ-xequ*rbd, but is stnoLgly

recommended for ¢ -tudents 1n these 1nstan6°s where it 1s felé

Y

this 2dditional work would be partlcularly advantageoua. éome-
students voluntarlly report 1o the 'rltlng 1lab one hour 2 weel

m a *Pﬂul@r bacls.
}éthods and materials ured in he reading adn study =kills
>

and in the comporition workshop classrooms conducted\by the Basic

+Tkills Depnrtnment at Quoenvborough are quite diverse, and, as
“might be expected, vary to come extent from instructor to insfructor.

“u,




. T ;i G '\ -
In addition to the traditional -classrbom lectures and class

discuseione, gnong the éethods %Hat have bheen used are: role -

ploylng (to stxmulate students 1n wrltlng about a partlcular ,

toplc), oral readlng and dlscuss1on of individual °tudent reports,-,
_ teanm teachlng, and occa31onal .class sessions in the college

library (where thé 1n°tructors can teacH and supervise students'

uee of research materlals) In addltlon to textbooks, among the \'
- materials whlch have been used in thé clasvroom to maxlmlze learnlng 0
. AN A

effectlveness 1nclude' . overhead transparen01es, slides, speed

readlng machlnes eand,tepes (fo} practice with note-taklng skllls)

An ettempt is made to llmlt remedial class size to 15 oxr 20

students. Due to fiscal nroblems a2t the Clty'Uhlver51ty of, New

York, howewer, this has not always been possible. - M
4
: One of the main-obgectlves of the Basic Skills Dept.'s =

rezding and writing improvement courses at Queensborough is to

-

fectuate readlng and vwriting improvement to the point where

T et

’ studen*s ‘arémble-ta transfer their 1mproved,ab111tles in these

\‘-~.

- areas to ou.baect matter courses offeréa “at"the CoTIege. Some3 o,
departments at the college permit-students—to: take the 1ntroductory

courses °of the departmsn¢ es Goreqpisites with® the reading and

\writing improvement‘éourse ' Other‘departments requlre the: read1ng«-~-

and vriting courses be successfully zompleted{\ae prerequisites before 7

they permlt students o evroll inh any of their 1ntroductory ‘courses,

‘ .o»

Basic Skills Dept. Follow-up Study

~%

ﬂhe follow1ng study was made in en atfempt to determine whether

o

the readlnp and urltlng 1mprovement courses offered by the Ba51c
'Sklll“ pt. at Jueensborough Communlty Collepe mlght in some way
be pldylng an effective role in 9931°t1ns remedlal s“budent° to deal

w1th thelr "various oubgect ma tter ,courses at the Colleﬂe. In more

.7 -




° é//
_sﬁecific terms, the rivdy was set,up to determine the academic

pérformance‘of these remedial students ia various introductory ‘

RN

academic courses for whvch they enrolled tne zemester after they
had taken. the remedial reeding and/or writing courses. A.comparé A
s N . ] . ) . [ . "

ison was than made with the acgdemic perfqrmancev;n the seme

semester of non-remedlal ,tudents fron thls enterlng freshman
. . (} ’

clﬁ-\. R . . . .

’ 1

In order to check on the reliability of the daia which wds *
_collected, the.samg pfocedo?e vag used the'following_yeér ﬁitﬁethe
acd@emic records of remedizl and non-rémedial Students from that
incoming freshman class. The records of moré %haﬁ 4;000-s§udegie

were gearched in each year of the study.
. ¥ rd

-

Requits:

- »

-~

In mést of the 1ntroducfory courses during the tvo years, oﬁ'fhe

o -

etudy, a2 higher percentage of4A and B grades was achieved by the .
non-basic skills students than was the percentage of the ®eand B
grades received by the former pasgic skills students ( 7.9% and
29.7% as opposed to 2. 9% and 18.i%)., From the flrct to the second,
year of the °tudy, the number .of C's recelved by basic skllls o

”tudents, 1ncrea°ed by 3.9%.

The total percentage‘of pa031ﬂg—grades for - former basic skills

'
t >

- p——

students chowed an 1ncreas§ from 64.6% to- 68. 5%, also a rlee of

3.9%. Corre pondingly, ln ;nei nay be an add1+1onal promising

dQVPlopmevt, the total percentage of F's for former ﬁasmc skllis

students decreased from 15.5% to 10.4%, a drop of 5. l%. . [
. To cérr& the wrerdown of results further, courqes that

tr"dltﬂona11y requlre greater rezding and/or wrltlng requlrements

mqy be u"efully fooused upon.’ These may 1no ludé English, Hlstory,

gnd_~eczf1 01enoe. In English, the percent of passing emong
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k]

Ye from 71:0% *o.,Z,B%, an 1m.pro*Jemenu~ N
YSe was more dramvtle, from 5.7 %«+o
- 62.3 a. fl e of 6 9%, mn Socie chence, a sllghter improvement

-
was recorded, *rom 6935% to 66 7 , &n 1ncreepe of 1. 2% Whlle‘

e

‘e’

Concius;oﬁs' ) _ \

A
A perus a2l of the summary statistics at’ the back of thls report

”nneﬁrfto reveal & deflnT%e generel\pattern_W1th regard to both

former bagic skllls_stud%nts énd,nonL5351c skills students at

\.

&
. Queensborough Commuﬁety Cbllege. Ln\both cases, the percenma?e
of paPSIng,gra@es continue %o rlse.,sIt_can only be~qon3ectureq:,

“at the present time as to&wpat factors or combinztion-of fagtgré
vie mifht a*%tibute thiS'péﬂtérh:’ “ - > .«

~

rFhe pos51b111ty exists ﬁpat thls increase in the"gercentage of . - -

v »

p 1ng gred°s mlght be due, at least in past, to’the Basic Skills -

Deyartment’s *emedlatlon efforts in the'area of?peading; wrltlng,,

~

’ and *tudy sklll s Some other poe5101lixies or:combinaﬁions of

p08°1blllt16“ that mlght nzlp to exp}alr the percentages of pass1ng

gr#ﬁes for Queeneborough student ar i changlng feculty gradlng R

bmandavdu, a ¢cha mnge in the make-un ihv—~%u&En populatlon at
| e
r--weueensboreugh chuﬁglng student attitudes toward thulr “ppkrﬂmv-“
e,

- e A—— ’

some other fﬂctors’whlch we hﬁve nox yet been- able to ldentlfy.

This whole 4res might prove to be Very ferfile’ ground ior\further b

-

LY
o = / \
,—%aVﬂﬁffg’*lcn and resoerch. -t . e ’
1 °
l?_ !

The pr sent study also 1nd3.cc tes a’ s1m1.lar trend in "I\o'r e

/

("Wltth*Vﬂl"'Or ”Jncomplete“) g?ﬁdes being received by boﬁh

. . ]
former basic ekllls students =nd by non-na°1¢ skills sﬁudénﬁs in

+

- worious in roductory courvee°throzghou$ the collese, with |
3 |

'ﬁ'*
I

<




. K-
e / )

. a s&dght'increase foxr fofmer.baéi skllls ktudéntu.

Our 5eneral concluq¢on for bhlw report 13 that former ba51c

-’

kills tudent appear to pe™ énterwng andacontinuing to becqme~

-

an integral part of the maxnstream of academlc 1ife of-

Queenvboroufh Communlty Cgrlege. . ‘ ' Y

A

e, -

’Tﬁe depsriment by department reéults, along with‘final

cummeries of the data, are complled in the remaining pages
’ . : ¢
this *tudy. St R o

( In' the charts’ ”hlch follow, a few letter symbol% and - ab-

brev1at10nq have heen used~ X = official qtudent wzthdrawal

-

far b courﬁe w1thout academlc penalty; INC,: ;ncomplete" grade

o~

glvc to a ﬁtudent viho hue Yeen paselng ‘the course and who has -
“_;heen~b n*edtaadlfional time by hlS or her 1nstructor to

' complete a cemester prOJGCt or‘renort° the letters A, B 3G 4D, 5

&ebreéert the % d1t10nal letter gr@ées’TGEEE;EE’;;'students

%g tnelr courées" and the abbrev1atlon "Sp% and “Spg.” represent
e .

" spring ceme f g)
‘r
'y

2
»
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11 . Introduction to History of Art

4

Potal Number 4

Former Basic

=~

C

\“F

’ Skills Students
127 - Spg. '71”

1 %

i

%

87 - Spg. '72

2L

25

° N\ N
:ﬁoanasic Skills
Students

62

143 - Sps. '71
12‘6"- spg. "Z?—




- o
o

|

ST0TOGY 10 - Principles of Biology

Total Number / B ' i
Former Bacic Skills /4 A N 4‘
Students 1 '
"o 14-Spg. 'L 1ot

1508 72 (0. o | 0

K

. |Non=Basic Skills -
©|Students . )
}o. .3-Spge 'L . |- 0-

A "'
22-Spg. 72 y 0.}4 i18.2

3 ~7

-BIOLOGY ll " Géneral Biolog
T Total Number. N ) B
~“Former Basic Skﬂls * 1 %
Students - B
lo-spg. '71 . ) \" ] O - . + 40.0

__ 28-Sme. g o 1 | 36| 7] 25.0410
' Non-Basic SKills

Studen R 4
= tg§pg~'"71\j 44,0 13 | 1240 51 20,9 3
5 1 16,1131 43.3 4

""/;—'10”""55 .*72_; o] 6T

. BIOLOGY 12 = General Biology 2 .
g \:_‘fota.i Number - i B . G-

Former~Basic Ska.lls £l e | £ %A - A %,
*Students . e ’ ¥
o _l =.SPge. 71 490 ,'O 1

3 - Sp'g'. '72 . _.' . 0

§
i
!

Non-Basic Skills 1 - . _
, Students -,
2Q - Spg. 71 O. . 5 _ 25,0{ 25,01 .

35-= Spg. '72. 0 . 015} 14,3} 11 31.4

? COMPOSITE OF BIOLOGY .10, 11, 12
__Total Number B N D
. Former Bacic Skills] ¥ | . ¢ # T FL G T H A
Students e L .
25 SP%. ‘11 ‘ “ - 840f 61 24,0
42 -Spg. 77 ) 11 26.2¢

fion-Bamc Skills )
Student° - ‘ . )
.. 48 -=Spg. 71 _ : Tl | 22,915

87 ~Spr. '72 | ), ol 33 1 {.:5'.7 4 1’5_;

12

L]




. BUSINGSS 1 V COUNTING T
Tatﬁl Humber . : Bv oD

; 5 2 7
Pormer B{cmsc Skills £ % |7 ; %

smdenwml Sp. 'TU 8 | T.9) 14 i13.9 11 1108

T 118°6p,072 10 | 8.5] 14 111,91 24 [p0.pl 15 | 12,7
Rd o ; o |
Hon-tsngic Skills | is 8¢ 9.6

S Stydintzl 93 Sp.073 12 [14.5] 14 |16, 91 oalst 8f 9.6/
IR :f 74°Sp. 74 20 127.01 39 ‘o507 6{8.il 71 9.9

 BUSINESS 12 °,§Rmcr?ms\ 01l ACCOUNTING 2
N\;mo'&x:_ﬂ/«w R - B N - I

-

‘51‘ "‘icz ~i¢c Skills | s 1A A Z TFITF ;
-hi 55 Sp '71 . . | 5 9_,6%,. 16 ] | I M- ..,121_3\..1.‘.

. L 42 SpT2 11129 '8 19,00 6 19,0
ﬂrﬁy, flﬁr’q SJ H:a:qw___., IR ,.3,« —— o - ‘! - d... - vt SO L
K A% <9 s : l o‘6° ]208
‘"tudenta 4T sp.ri] 4 | 851 12 125.5; y n I il

7055772} 1 35.0’ 6 130.0] 4 1[50, 3 1 5.0]'1l 5.0

i)

) . DUSTNESS 21 HUSINESS ORGANﬁZATIOV AND zmmem‘m\fm
N ) Number - LA B ] Fo -
A Former-Basic Sk:.llv_: - B # T % #‘ ‘ . % -
| Students 94 $p. L 2] 28 [29.8] 24| 55.8 20| 213 10”
Ti6sp.2 | 3 “2.6p 10 1641 4 21} 18141 |

. NOI).-B&"ZLC Skills. RN B _ o “
Stndents 62- SQ.'?l t 3,14 25 4_() 3 jo 1}5 Sl 65
s 69 Sp.*72 | 5| 7. 29”420 141k 72

) BUSINESS 51 v BUSINFSS IA
Total.Numbsxr -~ . )

" ~,~?Fai'mer‘ Besic Skills | # ! ¢ | i~ % ' #
i 0 ,

1

2

B 3
" |Sttudents _46 Sp. '71 | | po 43,51 8 17% T

. 23 168,3
-|Fon-Bh=ic Skills 11
Students 40 Sp.'71 | 2. ( : -1 151
| si S 57 Sp.'72 10 ' 5 ‘19 133! : lQ
co:.&vosmw OF BUS| 11, 32, 21,733
, \Tétal 'ﬁuq:me K A I . Ol
FT!:rmer Bdsic Slfllls ’#r — =L - L

60 Sp."?*?(

P udentai%*—'ul) 11 | 3.8! 5 119, 76, 26
g 2336 Sp. 72 g —3631){ 96
o - |Mon=Hdric ’:;M - =

a g,{l@\.rﬂtv”rj‘g?"ép '71 | g - 57 . 4'7

:'i 220 Sp.'72 / 5 73 1 33.2) 34 1
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{ ELECT.

A -

-

1 |
| \

|

|

tal \Iumbev'

A

<

! D.

#

|

TECH. 11 | CORICAL- ¢ IRCHIT AI-IA'LYSI&;{ 1
s
!

mer ‘Basic
lls Students

39 Sp.
40 Sp '72

e i e

QL #.:’ ’ “ ‘

g 4l
]
i

w

?\Io -Basa.c Sk:U ls~'
' Stidents

10 sP.i_ 71 -
14 Sp.'72

.

SLZCT.

- .(51,: 2l Number

o

‘brmer Basice®

<ills Students
T 14 Sp. *71 ¢
27 Sp. 12"

on~Basic Skills
tudents,

23 Sp. '71

‘11 SQ. "72
- i

Total‘ Number

| {Skills-Students

Former Basic ~

55 Sp.'T1
67 Sp.'T72

|jNon=Basic Skilis
1 Students  ~

33 Sp.* 71 .
2% Sp.'T2

-
3




SNGLISH 11 ENGLISH C(‘MPGSTTLON. 1
r'I.‘o’l:;z‘.ﬁ!. Number ' . ’ y B C D . B

Former Bacic |7 # 0 # | #
{ Skills Students :

% 599 Sp.'7L | 14 1 1 42
471 Sp. *T2 96 . 35

—
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EITTORY 11 HISTORY OF WESTERYN CIVILIZATD N 1

Total Wumber : . B ¢ ) | D ;
Former Basic ; L1 # 4. % % - #
Skills Students N

- :
703 Sp.'Tl 2| 105 oS- <158} 29 |
102 5p.'72 ' .8’ . 225 10

Mon-<Pazic 8kills _ ‘
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© 220 Sp.'71! i 5601 38 17.3; 12.7: 26
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" | Total Humber : R ] 0

z 2 PN AR g ' £
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_ 155 Sp. 71| 1 | 620 12,9} 3212046 | 25| 16414 36 -
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11 Sp.°*72
| Hon-Basic Skilld
Tudents
1 sp*7t o0 j 0o to }x ladofo
1 Sp."72 Lo j oo to jo {00

B S

- HECHAfIICAL ‘TEéH. 11 TECHHICAL DRAWING
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-- ‘ *~~~~»l‘36—~—.§.p‘0.,'.-7l.h 1 i Me 6 4'°4'§ 38 27‘9
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