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Estaklished in 1968, The European Documentationr and

Informaticn System fcr Education (EUDISEL) has passed through several
develcpmental stages. Initially, early attempts to apply computer
technigues to educational documentation and information were not
coordinated between European countries. Interest in the Americar ERIC
syster resulted in twc studies. The first study (1970) concerned the
problems of using a ccmmon thesaurus cf descriptors and a common
fcrmat. The second study (1971) designed a proposed system. In 1974,
the multilingual EUDISED Thesaurus was published and field
eiperiments began to test the proposed sSystem. In the primary
experiment twelve national agencies completed a common worksheet on

-

selected K & D frrojects in their countries, and the results were
publicshed in the EUDISED R & D Bulletin. This and other experiments
led to increased standardization between countries regarding
indexing, abstracting, and disseaination. Present concerns are for
the maintenance of a self-sustaining system; the expansion of

ccmputer access to all agencies; and the access
data from varicus international organizationms.
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Locuments acquired ty ERIC include many informal unpublished
materials not available from other sources. ERIC makes every effort
to oktain the best copy available. Nevertheless, items of marginal
reproducibility are often encountered and this affects the quality

via the ERIC Document Reproduction Service (EDRS). EDRS is not
responsible for the guality of the original document. Reproductions
supplied by EDES are the best that can be made from the original.
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?EE EUDISED PROJECT

| ' Present situation, problems and prospects

1. ~ EUDISED stands for EUropean Documentation and Information
System for EDucation. The project was established in 19A8/69
by the Council for Cultural Co-operation (CCC) within which
2l states parties to the Eurcpean Cultural Tonvention
co-operate in the framework of the Council of Europe. The
project, after having passed through its preparatory stages,
is now in its experimental stage. During this stage a2 numbenr
of ficld tests are being carried out in co-operation between
the Council of Europe and the Commission of the European
~Communities to examine further the possibilities for creating
a computer-based system for the exchange of educational
information between national agendéies,

FIRST OTAGE - FEASIBILITY STUDIES

2. When the CCC in Septezmber 1968 authorised the Council of
Europc's Secretariat to convene in 1969 experts to study the
application of computer techniques to educational documentation
and inforhation, the main reason for this decision was that
in a number of countries - France, Federal Republic of
Germany, Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland and the United
Kingdom - national agencies had already begun to experiment
with such techniques. 1I% was felt necessary to co-ordinate
these experiments and thus to prevent the use of different.
software and hardware leading to incompahibility of output
which would be detrimental to information exchange. At the
same time, the American ERIC system began to arouse consider-
able interest in Europe, and it was generally held that it
would be desirable to create a similar system in the Western
European countries.,

.
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5. The working party of experts set up under the chairman-
snip of Frcfessor o. Zgger, Ceneva, visited the most advanced
nation:1l instituticns in this field in menber states and on

the basis of this evidence published a renort on the
applicaticr of coemputer techmigques to educationzl documentation
and inrformetion. The auwthor ¢of the report wes

Mr. Y. Spengenberg, Berlin. Two further volumes contained
national reports Qnu téchnical =tudies respoctlvely (~ce
biblioerarhicazl references, document DICS/Doc (76) 2).

The report vas submitted in 1970 to the Committee for
Educaticnzl Documentation and Information on which the 21
member governments are represented by their delegated experts.
The Committee decided that the rotter should Ve pursued further
and that in particular the problems of using a common thesaurus
of descrioptors and a common format for recording =ducational
data and materials should be studied in greater detail.

4, “hug, a second working party chaired by Mr. J. Viet,
faris, wac creeted to collect evidence from national and
internatiecnal sources and examine these problems. Its report,
written by the Chairman and published in 1971, contained a
gener~l design for the proposed system and was complemented
by a volume of technicsl studies. The Committee at its 1971
anuual meeting adopted in principle the proposed system
design and set up two groups of experts, one to elaborate the
FEUDISLD thesaurus and the other to prepare the EUDISED
stauderds and format.

SECOND STAGE - ELABORATION OF INSTRUMENTS

5 Both groups of experts completed their work in 1973. The
computer processed multilingual EUDISED Thesaurus was edited
by Mr Viet and published in English, Prench and German in
early 1974 by Mouton, Paris and "he Hague, It contains some
2,600 descriptors, listed both systematically under 21 facets
and alphabetically. Within the facets each descriptor is
given in either English, French or German (according to the
language version), followed by its equivalent in the other
two languages. Thus, for the first time an agreed multi-
lingual documentation language for education became available
in Europe. After the publication of the three first thesaurus
versions, national authorities asked the Council of Europe

for support in preparing versions in their own languages.

Thus a Spanish version will shortly be published by Mouton,
and a Dutch version is at present being oomputer processed,
These versions contain the EUDISED descriptors in Spanish or
Dutch respectively followed by the French and English
equivalents. Furthermore, the Brazilian Education Ministry
prepared and published in 1974 a Portuguese-English version
of the EUDISED Thesaurus for use in its country.
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The report of the other group of expertc chaired by

Lr. R, Coward, London, was putlished under the title
"pUD1ICED Standards, Format, Character Representsition 1%73".
i% conteins reccemmendations for zlonting conron tranzmission
standards, bibliorraphystondards, code standards and format
1mrLementatlon standards. Ifurttermore, it outllnes the main
aspectes of thue net“ork deveiopment which would be needed for

the envisaged information exchange between agenc1es aprlying
conputer technlques

LUTSTAI ™ Ame o DINLT XL N SSLER
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Lot oUalbl - .L.u_l__l
To with the evailability of these two instrurents is

becrwe possible to test the propesed system by processing
Sanplec of data from various zducstional fields. The
Coumittee for Fcducation=l Documentation and Infermation
rscommended in 1974 that the first exveriment be carried

out in the field of educational roszarch and development.

In this field 2 national infrastructure sxisted alrcsady.
Agencies ir menmber statos had in 19CE and 1970 co-operated

in producing the luropean surveys of educetionel rezearch
puL“‘shcd by the Ceouncil of turope and had, since 1971,
rrevared ?hd published naztional surveys (see for blbWwoyr°p 14
document DECS/Frch (7%) 58). Trus tvelve national agencies
vere nsked to select L0 U nrojects in treir countries and

te complete for ercn of them z common wurksheet. Some 220
worksheets on ongoing end completed F ¢ D nrojects were
obtaincd and }“ocesscd by *ke british wafary under contract
te the CToumcil of Iirove. The printouts vere published in
the 1975 exverimentsl issue of the LUDILED R & D BULLLTIN.

Ee Lt thne recoumendntion of the Committee two similer
experiments are at present veing carried out, the first
under the supervision of iLr. L. &. Gilbert, Lenden, in the
Tield of inicrmation exchunge on audlo-v1aua1 media and the
secons, under the supervision of I'r. Viet, in the field of
abstracting educcticnal srticles in scientific periodicels.
Special werieheets wore olaborated for bhoth fields. National
agencies were asked to zelect samples of items and report on
them on the worksheets vwihich will again be procpssed by the
Eritish Library. :=ach experiment will cowprise some 250-300
items from five countries. The rrintouts will be published
in the course of 1976 in experiment:l bulletins- the
PUDISED-AY BULILDTIV for the audio-vizucl material and the
EUDICED-ETF BUILLYIH for the =ducational periodicabs,

9. The technlcgl problems of co-operation in these
eberlant y in pprtlcular as regards standards and format,
zre at present being further 1nvest1gated by a working party
under the chairmanship of iir. J. &, Linford, London.
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FCURTI STAGL - GENLRALISATZCN OF DXIARIUENTS

10. At & meeting of the “ureau of the Committee for
Educational Documentaticn and Information with the editors

of national surveys of educational research which vas hel

at the invitation of the Commission of the European Communities
in Luxembourg in Iovemver 1675, it was decided to propose

to member governments to generalise the EUDISED R ¢ D
experinment. The procedure envisaged in 197€ is as followvis:

- All national ugencices pasrticipating in the project
will complete 2 wUDISED R ¢ D worksheet for each
n=tional R <« D project which they wish to enter into
the common EUDISED cdata base. The nmultilingual
ZiDISZL Thesaurus will bes used for indexing. The
sostracts concerning the DJrciects may be written in
any lenguage for vwhich a thesaurus version exists.
The worisheets will be sent to the Pritish Library
which, under contract to the Council of Europe, will
cerry cut the processing. The provisional printouts
will e sent bzck to the national zgency concerned
for checking.

- The finsl printouts will be made available to 21l
national zgencies from which the deta viere forth-
coming 2nd will serve for offset vrinting of current
avareness lists or zniusl surveys in the countries
concerned. &~ copy of the final printouts will also
be sent to the Council of Zurope for publication in
the form cf ZUDIZLT R & D BULLETIWE. These will be
distributed by the naticnal sgencies free of charge
in 1976 and w11l frew 1977 onvords ve published on a
commercial hasis. :

rrovided that the results of the LUDISED-AV and -EF
experiments meet with sufficient interest and support in
merber states, a similar generalisation could be envisaged
in the years to come.

FRCBLEMS AND ERCSTECTS

11. A& computer-based information system justifies its
creation if and vhen *he informs+tion needs on the part of
its customers moke it sclf-sustaining. As far as scientific
and technolcgical information is concerned, we kriow that
most of the existing systers have stood this test. But what
of information systems in tne social sciences and especially
in education ? e lmow from the experience with ERIC that
it is used firstly by postgraduate students, secondly by
school and university administrators, and thirdly by
researchers and ieachers; its clientele has sufficed to

make it self-sustaining. Ve also know that ZRIC has had a
considerable impact on the development and improvement of
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education at all levels 1in the USA. At present, we can
only guess how EUDISED will farc with its potential
clientele in Europe: the proof of a new product is in its
consumption. :

12. Another prcblem concerns the network development.

Some of the natiorial agencies which co-operate in EUDISED
are already fully computer-based, and most of the remaining
agencles expect to obtain computer access this year or in
the near future. A computerised agency should not be forced
to fill out manually worksHeets which are then processed by
another computer at a central agency. On the contrary,
such national agencies should exchange their tapes among
themselves and with tne¢ certral agency. This is not yet
possible: the required software has still tc be produced,
For this reason a detailed study of these problems in the
context of EUDISED has recently been commissioned by the
European Communities.

13. Finally, EUDISED has reached an intermediate stage
which cannot be regarded as fully satisfactory. A microfiche
and hard-copy service needs to be established. The access
to ERIC material and data from various international
oryanisations is a firthcer problem which must ke solved in
the future. The full potentiality of the system will only
be achieved when 21l participating agencies possess and use
coplies cf all tapes generated within the network. This will
make it possible to establish in each country services to
disscuiinate information according to the individual needs

of all those who arc responsible for and interested in the
improvement of education in Europe.




