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_ ABSTRACT 4 _ -
Six pupils were selected at randop from each of

grades one through eight in a single school and vere asked to write a
rough draft of any length on any topic of interest to thea. The 48
resulting essays were analyzed for errors in punctuation and sentence
structure. BResults-indicated that elementary school children have
_difflcnlty in placing punctuation at the end of a sentence, in t
treating their ideas separately, and in capitalizing the beginning of -
a nevw sentence. Run—-on sentences were a problem across the grades.
Tables summarize the types of errors made by .50% or more of the °
students at each grade level and those made by 10% to 501 of all of

-the students. (AA)
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"YOUNG WRITERS' ERROR TENDENCY" . :
TN . - ' .
o0 % ' By Chet Mazur
o) . - .
I - Whenever the writings of pupils were assessed there appeared to be one
Y N ,
-t error .most frequently occurring and made by the most writers. Changing
fi: ‘grade levels gidh't make any difference, the error seemed to persistently-~
occur. A
Were students blaving games? Was this error becoming distorted? 1In -

)

a—_—

N 3

questioning other teachers-ﬁheir responses seemed positive, negative or
évaﬁive. ) J

" With this stimuiation of burosity it was decided to find out if run

on sentences (defined on Page 5) vere a nagging problem in this school.
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The hunch vas: Run on sentences were the mast occurring error of our yﬁuns‘

V]

vriters in grades ] through 8. If this hunch was true then it is a con- -

cern for all the grade teachers calling out for attention and corrective -

measures.

g
With the help of some colleagues a study was organized to see if

-this was_ true in the school I was teaching in. _v

na

All the pupils in the pchool vwere given a number and the computer randomly

seiected six pupils from each grade one through eight. These h8'pupils,yggg

informed by their regular teacher or English Teacher that a sajple of their

writing was needed for a study. They were requested to writZ a rough draft
, . _ .

of any length on any topic of interest to them. : Their piyéis, they were

assured, would not be used for grades or affect their c}Yass work in vay:




With very little prompting a 'one Hhundred per cent return wvas obtained

- — from the faculty at the van den Berg. Learning School of Practice in New

Pnltz,/ New York. - ‘ _ _ O ' , o
- 'f"his Campus School of approximately 32\5 students ranges from nn_rsery )
. schoo' through eighth grade. All strata of students are represented in
eaﬁéh grade. The school is open to everyone desiring to attend by means of

; K the lotterrsystem. Various types of teaching styles a.re offered. Teachers

1

l of” vsx:ious ages, talents and interests make up the sta.ff One major difference, -
b ) besides commitment to research, innovations and college responsibilities then
that of most public schools ,“is that the Praetice School hosts many pa.rtici-

LI pants, observers and student teschers from the coIlege., .
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As the analyzing of the pupils' vriting proceeded, the errors were
listed and fﬁllied as they appeared. In this manner a comparison could

be arranged to give suppo;t“as to Just vhat were the most frequent occ

_~r1ng errofs across the gkades-

While six samples of children's writing per érade level, with a
total of L8 represents a limited sampling, there appeared to be some
tendencies which appeared consiatent enough to recognize and raise cer-

tain questions.
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...In this project these terms are defined as follows: ' '~ o
1) A sentence to be a group of words expiessing a.éomplete thought.

-

4 . . ‘
" 2) A run on sentence is two or more’ different ideas Joined together
without punctuation, capitalizétion and conjunctioq or contihﬁous -
y) ’ . ’ : ) . ~ ) -
, use of conjunctionsg gg add additional thoughts. ‘ )
—_— . 3) A fragment is a-group of wvords not expré;singlgvcomplete thought
but not an interjection. . R ' L '
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‘>- It is clearly recognized that the findings of this survey indicates
. . ' . ‘

"~ the t':endency'of youn'g-/'?rriters' errors in_a part;i-cplé.r school at a certain
time and in no way suggests the existence of this situation in other

o schools., Folldv_ up studies may uncover new data to give additional evi-

D dence. .

[

The folicwing repreéents questions for which the study ‘indicated

; - | . g . i
/ ! gome . responses. In-y_our'échoo]_. at this time what would you theorize
3 . . 7/ ) 4
the answvers to the questions wéuld be?_ e
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‘oh each grade level made run on sentences.

7

- ) ' ~—

'

, . ) )
The rate of-occur&ence when

-compared to the total words written for grades ‘three through eight occurred

t
by

on the average of once per 53 words.
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B What grade makes the few’eat run on sentences? ‘ : B :
. . ~ i - . ¢ & .' .
3 ! o, “n d ! LI 3 ~. ” - ' -
" . The smple ahowed "grade one with only 2 run_on sentences. When compa.r- -
1ng run on sentences to the total words written grade one again fiad the - . 5 '
‘ fewest run on sentences.” In this grade there appea.red ‘one run on sentence
L | . . \ -
T~ per every fme -‘hungred e].even words. "~ - ' D
o S Te L . . .
z. » i " ‘Z b*‘ © \ N ? -~
“ ¢ i
T * - ’
- "" o o e ' | . . | Y ‘ ‘ « }
! o y . .
I - s’
|

¢ -7 ' LN
e : :
W P3
N . 2l
. ;
: * 9 \ .
- -~ +o o ., a
, . / , /
° : / oy . . « -
‘ * . ’. ' ‘: ‘ - W
. ! . ‘ ' N
. |
i 4 "
&y ° = Y
i ' iy =
- . : - - ’,
' “ ' e T i 4 .
5
. - «
\ v ! .
. r t'
. ' ) ’ ] 2 4
v * s
Bl l’
\- < . s
- 2 —— 3 . .
. ]
& K h
. - § ’ [ ———
\J : . %
‘
. .’ . : ¥ .
- . : -
. .
» -
‘. - 9 ) i
- -v ) g . 7 .
» % ‘ » L
L] .
- - 8 o
Q .J - , . .

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



4

3

What grade makes the most run on sentences?

i

I
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The dat
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sentencea out of a total of 1192 wor
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a of this study reévealed grade five with a total of 36 (run

3
{

on

t~



<

]

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

5, L

.‘ - @ ¢ . - M . ..-.

T Pl
What grade ha§.fewest pupils make run on sentences? e
2 S . .

‘»
o rd

According to the results examined grades 1 & 2 . had onlj‘téo

. - ¢
making run on sentences.. .
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;; - . +.In this survey grade 8 had s.ll six of the students making run oh: sen-

53 tences, while gra.des three agd five ha.d r:lve of the six pup:lls ma.king run

on sente é erors. © . s _ ' .- . ‘-; A '_ N
- . . . . ) . '.._ - . -
. . \) . o, L ‘ - ’ RN

N |
1 ]
b : . B @ r.
i . 2 ’ - . Ce Y .
: . . . : " .
i gl 0 ' .
Q.
. Po. . ]
| )
Ny o -
- o . .
—_— - , , .i? ) ) .

.\/\ i . N ) _. . - - . . .\.I,,‘.. “.

.’ - - . . : ) el ;
ot - . . ) : E ) : e
. - 7 B PN IR : . N
o o : . ) . -~
- - . . ° . . . - . .
: . . . . . : . . . .
~ . . . . . : _ . . . .
. . . - 4
. ,
> » . . / ,
L 4 * -
» 1 R .
s ’ . . - . ,
- J . - ,
- . . -
. I R .
\ : | g
, ’
° .
. R L
PN .
- o ’ v " \./\;" f
- . ]
. el ‘e
. 3 X ] .
4

. . 2
* ¥
\) . N . AR
- >
' s A o 1 ’ ' d . — .. ) N
) * ' e ,‘
n Y
- b . Ve . -
N k
- ! ¢
/ “ | - »
.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic: - . .



o

13

A

P

would you expec£ that the grade level t!’mt wrote the ‘nost words voult\l '

, : ’
vrite the most run on sgntences? . - /

Kot so, in: this instance. G’de 8 wrote o total of 2 1613 vords with s

t,dnl of 30 run- on uentoncod dbut grlde five’ \hule vritinq 1.192 aorda had

36 run on ienteneu. e, Y- "
- o
LY
’ \ i
s \0 ’ o0
( ;
< .
, .
\ ~
\ & '.w* . 1Y
. .
N
4 v
, .
. ,
: 4
- - ‘n
24



— o\

I~
5«

[ 4
!

Would you expect more run on sentences if a pupil uses more conjunctions?
The general tendency in e date gg.lqcted qeele‘té indicate this to
\ be true across the grades. = o o ' -
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s " Would you exgect to find a pupil making more writing errors other

than run on sentences if more conjunctions are used?

, i
’ The examination of this data for each child at each grade level

4

F4
does not 1ndic¢tc a ’onsistency here. Across the grades it didn't

P S

\ appear to matter gt/ a atudant used more conJum’ons or not as there

‘ aiad not sppeu' to be any observable reluticnship. In grades 748 ‘how-
ever, bhgre \'u [ 1 otronger rohtionlhip. [t these levela i.t' .ppeu-ed

* with -ofe regularity end vhen a student used more c‘unctiohf h:e vas
more }nely to make errors in his vriting. - '

.

I\




A

¥ | 2] v !. -
. . .

What error(s) do you think would be made by the non't. pupiiéf ' \
In this study out of a total sanpiing of k8 pupils:
. 35 of them or T3% placed no punctuation at the end of a sentence. °
* ’
33 or 68% had run on sentences.

31 or 65% had mitted a cnpitnl at the beginning of a sentence.

' . . /

o The remaining errors were madg by less than 50% of the pupils.
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What errors would you expect occurred most frec'?ently across
‘P Lo -

the grades? .- ' T . -
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. ' In this project t:hp threo r.op most occurting e T '
::h‘a 151 ¢t \
N -

1) C¢pit¢1 olittctl at boginnm of a mtence .
(dccm 141 thu) : N

-4

o
‘ : 2) Ko punctuation at thc end of a mtence.
3) -’4 on sentence (oc{cmd 122 timps) | - ’
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. . . . What grade ievela would you exf)ect té find the highest percent of - .
® . errorst (% of errors = Total Errors 4 Total Words Vritten)
‘ “ . - \ - - \q
. i ' < ' - " -/ }
. In this case the data indicates @he . .

. ’ L}
e ", lhth grade 20%

S0 7 3ra) grede 208

t , ’ . .
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- ! 2nd grade 20% ‘ T / i
~ - ) : . D ° AN - .
‘ L) ot ‘ b . : ’ ! t
. } o - 1st grade 19% )
" .
P . . - . )
= y - ;o N R . [
oo Lo L, ?
) ~ 1 “ R NS ' e
, . A} P ‘
» ' / > ’
. L Y
. . . - 1% .
‘;r . . L} .
\ . : ":\f ] . .
-. ‘ . .“ - - '
- N - ] -
L e i e
' S .
) ) o
‘A . .
, ~ \ : | 5
. - - T
- e > )
a . o rd
’ " <
’ 13
.« 3
a v ' - \
» \ e
! ~
L
4 ¢ i
. , LN ¢
[
. P
/ .
~ ‘ . B A N
¥ d o L] -
. h
- J - ! -
. M '\'ﬂ&ﬁ . N
‘Q:‘
. -
1 '
o . 1 <7




S

o Hhet vould you expect are the errors ‘made by more than 50% of the. pupils
{ -
on a particule.r grede level? . : ' -~ . s

C
!

| -
i

)\ccorlding the the tabulation of the data in this surve'j/the ‘following

. repi'esenfe 50% «or more o’f the students per grade level making the error.
‘ 1st -grade + No ﬁunctuatton at the end et a eentenee B \ .500
2nd grade | 'Capital incorrectly placed. . . o . . ¢ o 4. o 44 .667
| | e ;mctuat;on-used to end a sentence . . . .g) o 667
< . - -
\>'3rd' gr ade + ilg 'p;mct;x‘atioipuhed ef;"‘end,,of,,sentence. . & . } -  1.000
\\ g R\ihoﬂeentence. .‘\ .‘..:\;&.‘ . 883
! Qamtu om:Ltted at beginning of nentence.‘ A .88
; i Qom]unction 1ncorreet1y uud t santence beginning. . . " .667
_} ' Cabitel incorrectly pieced o e e e as .‘, . . c e . ':15'00
- ‘ htle:gg_ ade - Capital incoFrectly placed within a sentence. . . . . .833
o | Capital mitted at sentence begin_ning Cee e e T 66T
‘ ; Comma ueed for sentence ending. . . . 0 .. e T 66T |
X No punctuation et end of aen:ence e e e e a e e | /.6.67
’ - Run on eeu:ence. C e ere a e e V% o e e . 66T
No subject in sentence by needed, . ., , f,BOO
. ' . . :
\ Fragment . . ¢« ¢ ¢ & ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ s o o o s « o o 0 6.0 o 4 500
5th ‘Eede - Cegitel clnit;.ed at beginning of sentence . . e e .833
* " Conjunction incorrectly used at sentence :;:egi;xning . . - .833
Run -on sentence - .833
. * l; punctustion used at.end of ‘tence c e e e e e .. /;--‘,66_7-,
/ Conjunctiou ‘used 1ncorrectly to edd or extend ideas. .- E 667
, 19 o

Q ’
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Sth gr.d - Capital :I.ncorrectly placed"id.thiu a aentence.

Capitnl on:lt:ed vherc neceu&ry e o e e e e

Al:poa:l.t:l.ve not punctuated P ) e e 4 e

Prlmt . . . . .,
 6th’ grade - Capiul omitted lt sentence beginning . 7

No punct.’uat:l.on at the ‘end of a sentence . .

? L

~

’

Conjunction ysed flncorrectly to cxt’end :I.deas.

% on ’thECQ' e o o o '.' ° '..' o o o o o o o "¢ o o

-

&

(]
-

?

~7th gude - Capital onitted at sentence bcginniqg. o« o o e o o

'QS& 4{4
" No punctuatiﬂ at end of untencc .o

Q '_Runonsen*ce...........

* No subject in sentence bt needed. .

..-.-"prawnt...{-&-.:.cc}..

"' Comma uoed for sentence ending.

§

- NO pr“ic‘t. but ne.ded o o & o o o o o o a4 o o._.0 o

\

¥

Conjuncﬁon used' incorrectly at sentence beg:l.nn:l.ng.

- ( .. No yunct\ut:lon &t the end of & untcuce. sa U

i )

+500
.500

,200

500
jes
667
Y667

.667

C'.mjunct:lon :I.ncorreétly\ used at gentencé bkginning .,;. ~ .500

oy ¥

;667
1
.500 -® 1
e
1.000
1.000
1.000
;833
.833
.667
.667
.500
m.
»
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e : What errors would you expect would'be made by less than 50% of all the
i . L . . K

~
Ve ' . ’ .
. s s , : . B}
v g '

-

It pupils®’ Lo S N ' . T
- . .f : )
= N '] P
These errors wére made by . between 10 and 50% of: all the pupils in

-

‘it

this s.tudyx While error. a.na.]ysis was Qot all inclusive, of the twehty

ty‘pes' of errors . tdlied, these aré 1he findinga. .

‘ '

1. C;pit Placed incorrectly in a qentence. ce e e e e .l.]._7

2., Cob;f;-l tion used at sentehce !;eginnin; :lncdrtectly. . . +396

+ +« 3 Comnjunction used 1ncorrect1y to jJoin ‘or extefd thoughts +396

. ll: Framntr?’.[r, i 7
’ \/" :5._ Ccﬁm. us’eﬂ for punctuation at end of & sentence\. . .. .- \ .31;1{
L 3 Subject.( eeded buT;itbed ; P S &
e T Capital letter not ué_;c‘l, correctly n a sentence . . ‘ .250
. 8. Predicate needed but chitted. . . e - .250.
9.‘ ‘Incorrect verd tens&? .’ T N E ‘.229

*+ 10. FNo comma used in a serie.il.':. . .‘. e e e s 167
11. Appoaitixz not set off by*uc;lmaa (/ e e e e .' .. | ;_{.h6

4 - 12, Object of the verb needed by omitted. . . . . .. . ... B T
| 1*‘ Coma used within a sentence incorrectly. . e e e e . 104
1h.‘ Incorrect punctuation used at end of‘ sentence .. ¢ e e e 083

15. No Agreshent l?wncn subject and predicate. -. . . o . ;053

- ’ | -‘*‘4“
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.As you theorized te'n'dencies_.you undoubtedly had different reaponséa, >
i v - ’

i s 18 to ¥e expected. Boweve{, ‘it 18 our'hopes that you found it

interesting to compare theories ';n relation to your unique situatiqn !

with the inclinations un.co.vere(! by this siudy and appreciate "What's

" f

Happening?" in another school. . T { :
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; k CONCLUSIOR: : | . -
f‘ ﬂ According to the tendencies developed by this study, elemen{ary

school writere 1n‘¢his achool ‘at’ the time of ,this 88 ng appeared to

-

! ' have difficulty placing punctgetion at the end of a sertence, treat-

'> ing $heir ideas aepmtely add capitalizing the beginning of & new and/or

/ dif erent idea. Run on sentences then,‘i is- case, are a problem -

across the grades. These three types of errors not’only appeared most

l
i_ . frequently aeross the grades but were conaistently made by the most ' .)\
. __ . J .
pupils. | o . o

TIn this case teachefs across the grades need to develop their .ovn ’(/

- ¢ -

- strategies in teaching, correcting,and guiding their students to over—

" come this problem area. )&he)data calls for teacher evaluation and )

'fattention. : - . _ : 2

-

" The problem of punctuatidn, capitalization and'keeping ideas sepat-
&

L o

ate appear closely related with one nurturgng the other two. It, there-

fore, appears quite likely that greater skill deyelopment in any one of

N
) L. . . __ . Y
thege  ameas should result in the lessoning df theq occurrence of the «

. e -

other two. v : . :
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