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"YOUNG WRITERS ERROR TENDENCY"

' By Chet Mazur

Whenever the writings-of pupils were assessed there appeared to be one

_most frequently -occurring and made by the most writers. Changing

grade leiel-s didn't make any difference, the error seeMed to persistently .

Occur.

Were students playing games? Was this error becoming distorted? In

questioning other teachers their responses seemed positive, negative or

evasive.

With this stimulation of Curosity it was decided to find out if run

on sentences (defined on Page 5) were a nagging problem in this school.
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The hunch was; Run on sentences were the most occurring error of Ow young

writers in grades 1 through 8. If this hunch was true then it is i con-

cern for all the grade teachers calling out for Attention and corrective

measures.

With the help of same colleagues a study was organized to see-if'

-this was true in the school I was teaching in.

All the pupils,in the achool were given a number and the computer randomly

selected sii pupils from each grade one 'through eight. These 48.pupilsIrere

informed by their regular teacher or English Teacher that A le of their

writing was needed for a study. They wire requested to vritj a rough dreift

of any length on any topic of interest to them. .Their papers, they were

as tsured,'woult not be used for -grades or affect their c iass work in wsy:,

If;they were goink to makeany'corrections rather th erase it was suggeSted

that they just draw a'line through whatever correat ons they wanted to make.
-

Their papers would be returned to them if they so esired.
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W th very little prompting acme Hundred per cent return was obtained -

-from t e faculty at the van.den Berg-Learning School of Practice'in New
,

New'York.

- 'this Campus School of approximately 325 students ranges from nursery

through eighth grade. All strata of students are represented in

each grade. The school is open to everyone desiring to a-ktend by means of
!

the 3ottery`system. Various types of teaching styleS are offered. Teachers

1

of-various ages, talents and interests make up the staff. One major difference,

besides commitment to reSearcb, innovations and college responsibilities, then
-

that of most.Public schools,'is that theTractice.School hosts many partici-.

pants, observers mnd student teachers from the college._
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As the analyzing of the pupils' writing proceeded, the errors were

litted-and tallied ea they appeared. In this manner a comparison could

be arranged.to give support'as to jUst what were the most frequent occ

ring erro across the gtades:

While six-samples ,of children's writing per grade level, with a

total of 48 represents a limited iampling, there appeared to be sane

tendencies Which appeared consiatent,enough terecognize itnd,raise cer-

tain questions.

5-'.

5



__In this project these terms are defined as'follows:

1) A sentence to be a group of words expressing a.complete thought.

2) A run on sentence is two or more.'different ideas joined togethek

without punctuation, capitalization and conjunction or continuous

use of conjunctions tO add additiOnal thoughts.

A fragment is a group of words not expressing a complete thought

but not ma interjection..
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s' It is clearly recognized that the findings of this survey'indicatea

the tendency of young/iiriters' errors irca part4cp1r school at a certain

time and in no way suggests the existence of this situatiOn in other

schools.. Follow up stUdies may uncover new data to give'additional evi-
.

dence. '

The following represents quesfions

dome responses. In xourtschool at this

the answers to the questions wciuld be?_

ml
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for which the study Indicated

time what would you theorizei
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To what exeent are.rmn on sentences a problem across the grades?

This st dy revealed that-after grade two.more than 50% ot th, pupils

each grade level made run on sentences. The rate of-occuri-ence when

--compared to the total words written for grades.three through.eight occufted

on the average of once per 53 words.
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What grade makes the fewtst imn oh sentences?

The sem:Pole showed'grade one With only 2 run,on sententes. "When camper
.

d -

ing run on,sentences to the total words written .grede one again itiad the

0

j

fewest runloh sentences; In this 'grade there appeared lme run on sentence

per ever7 pne.hundred eleven words.-
t
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What grade makes the most run on sentences?

!

The data of this study revealed grade five with a total of 36 run on

sentencesout.of a total of 1192 word's.)
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What 'grade has.fewest pupils,make run on sentences?
a

.; z.

According to the results examined grades 1 & 2 :had only two pupils

making run on sentences.
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What grade has the most individuhl -studénta make run on sentences?

j In this survey grade 8 had all six of the students making run oh: sn-
-

.

tences; while grades three apd five had five of the six pupils.making run

on Bente ti errors.
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would you expeci that the grade level that wrote the'soat words would :

write the most run on apntences? .

Not so - La this instince. Gosde 8 wrote a total of 2 613 words with a..

tdtal of 30 run-on sentenced but grade fiveAile vritiM l.192.t1Ords had

t 36 run on sentences.
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liOuld you expect more run on sentences if a pupil uses moie conSunctions?
1.

The general tendency In ehmdata !Olected seemellitO indicate this to

be true across the grades.
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Would you exoect to find a pupil making more 'writing errors other

than run on sentences if more conjunctions are used?

Tte examination of this data for each child at each grade level

does not indicate a sonaistency here...4,Across the grades it didn't

appear to matter a student used more conjuntons or not as there

did not appear to be any observable relatiOnship. In grades I & 8 how-

..

ever, there Was a stronger relationship. fit these levels ilrappeared
<" 1

with moie regularity and when a student used more codbunctioahre was

more likely to mike erfOrl in his writing.
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What error(s) do you think would be made bY the moit pupile

In this study out of a total samiling of 48 puiils:

35 of them or 73% placed no punctuation at the end of a sentence.

33 or 68% had run on sentences.

31 or 65$ had omitted a capital at the beginning of a sentence.

7he remaining error* Were madq.bi less. than 50% of the pupils.
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What errors mould *ou expect occurredimost frel7ent1y across,.
i

the grades? b

. . 1

In this projiect thp three top moseoccurring .rror.I.verei

1) Capital omitted at_beginning of a sentence (occ
.

151 tits

,2) WO punctuatiOn at the;end of a sentence. (Occuir3#1 timMs)

3)94 on sentencs (oCarredq.22 t ).
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What grade ievels vould you expect to find the highest percent of

.errorsl (% Of errors Total Errors + Total Words Written)
lb.

In this case the data indicates Om

I I

4

110

4

Ath.grade 20%

3rdlgrade 20%

2nd grade 20%

\ lst grAde 19%;
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What would you expect are the errors.made by more than 50% of the,pupils

t e 6
on a particular grade level?

According the the tabulation .of the data in this survegthe-following
4

represents

let-grade

2nd grede

I'

50%6or more of,the students per grade level making the error.

No punctuation at the end Of a sentence .500

Tapital incorrectly placed .667

A

No punctuation-used tO end a sentence . . .667 ;

grade Ne punctUatioyueed at end,of4sentence.
.

1.000

1 , . Ruh ott sentence k .883
,

A
qapital omitted at beginning of Sentence .an

4, _

Conjunction incorrectly used beginning.

e -

4 .667

Capital incorreetly pieced :500

Capitel incoirectly placed .vithin a sentence. . .833

4.

p....6666667.

-.667

,

.900

4 .500

.833

. . .833

:833

No punctuation at end-of sentence.

Comma used for sentenee ending

..

i,

Capital-omittedat sentence beginning*

1Run on sentence ... .. . . . .

->

.

bio subject in sentence by needed . '

Fragment '
\

5th grade .., Cspital omitted at beginning of sentence . .

..,

Conjunction incorrectly used at sentence t41,inning

Run-on sentence

"lio punctuation used atelnd of Slitence . -.667i

ConjunctioneeedincOrrectly to add or extend ideas. .- ..667

ete
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5th grade - Capital incorrectly'placedIviihin a sentente .500 4

Capital omitted where neCeesary. . .500

Avp
%

ositiwe not punctuated i 500
I g-

Pragment ,.500
, g.

. I. .

,6th grade - Capital omitted at sentence beginning . 6
. 4

.

No punCfuition at'the(end of a sentence ' .' .. .:667

, . ,

Conjunction used incorrectIF to extend ideas. r ..,

Y667

'Pun on sentence 667

A

Conjunction incorrettl*used at opentencebginning .500

,4th grade 7 Capital oiltted,at sentence beginning. .

- . No punctuation* the end of4sentence

onjunition.used

gun on sent

No subl

;Nth Credit - Capital!'

miectALto extend idea
t.MIR

k I
7

67 -

V

entiiMce beginning . . . . .. 1.000

No punctuatia at end of sentence . 1.000

Run on sentOhce 1.000
VO .

. N0 subjeci in sentence beneeded .:833

I Fragment .833

Comma used foi sentence ending , .667

-No preSicate but needed - '.667

Comjuncflon used'incorrectly at sentence beginning. .' .500
,

4
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, What errors would you expect vouldrbe male by'less than.50% of all the.

.
..pupile?'

./

Thesg errors were made by .be'veen 10 and 50% of all the pupils in

7

p.

this study\ While error,analysii vaa qottall inclusiv, of the

.:typea bf errors ialliedo.these are lie-iindings:

'

.....

1. Capit placed incorrectly in a
;.

gentence .
,

.417
.

.
2. 'C unctiOn used at ientehce haginning incOrrectly.. .396

,

tvetty
Loail

-

. .. 10 Con/unctidh used incorrectly to join'Or extehd thoughte :396

.
-4. Fragments-

. .", ...

L , . . .

-

. 4$4
. #

. ,

..,...-/4 5, Comma,used.for Punetuation ai end of a)sentence,. '. .313'
-.

.( : =---°` .

.

_. 6. iubject , leeded but omiiiid o . .

. 1
..... : . -.313

is i. Capital leiter not uiedv cox.4.017 n a sentence . .

t

.250,

. 8. Predicate needgd_but daitted

9. Incorrect verb tensgo .

10. No comma.used in a series

11. 4ppositive not set off by4oicalmmas. . r7

- 12. !Object of the verb needed by omitted

13110 Comma used vithin a' sentence incorrectly

14. Incorreet punctuation used at end of sentence

15. No Agreeitent between subject and predicate.-. .

2 1

- 20 -
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.167

&146

.146

.104

.083
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As you theoiized tendencies.you undoubtedly had .different responses,

N,)

is to Ve expected. Homeyei, lt is our hopes that you fOund it

inieresting to compare theories in relation to your unique situatip

with.the inclinations unCovered by this siudy.and appreciate "What's

Happeningl" in another school.'
.
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CONCLUSION:
)

According to the tendencies developed by this study, elementary"

school writers inthis schoal at'the time of,this s ng appeared to

,.have difficulty placing punctpation at the end of a seztence, treat-

i!ig
heir ideas separately add capitalizing,the beginning of a new and/or

dif erent idea.. Run on sentences then:i*this-case, are a problem,

acr ss the grades. These three types of.errors not only appeared most

'frequently aetoss the grades'but were consistently made by the most

pupils.

In this case teachees acrOss the grades need to develop'theie.own

.

stratedies in teaching, correcting,ind guiding their students to over-

come this problem area." Acie)data calls for teacher evaluitian and

__-
attention.

The problem of punctuatiOn, capitalization and'keeping ideas' sepat-
F`

ate appear closely related with one nurturng the other two. It, there-

fore, appears quite likely that greater skill dp elopment in any one of

i

these-an* should result in the lessoning f th ocCurrenee of the 0
,

Other two.

?.
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