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The Mexican Revolution of 1010

The purpose for my participation in Project México was to
gather sufficient data and background materials in order
to prepare and develop a course pertaining to the causes,

, and aftermth of the Mexican Revolution of
1910,

For the past three years, I have been teaching several
courses related to Maxican cultuwre, therefore, I consider
nyself more or less acquainted with the objectives and
goals of the aforementiomed course,

The suamer project has been rewarding and bemeficial; it
was time well spent. I gained a degree of knowledge,
otherwise lacking. by means of in-depth studies of this
social movensnt and by persomlly visiting, through the
aid of guided tours, places of mjor revolutiomry
importance,

The following format will be presented to the Curriculum
Comittes at Los Angeles City College:



T0: Los Angeles City College Curriculum Committee
) ] Request Considexation for Imtroduction of New Course
FROM: Amrican Cultures Departaent - Chicano Studies
. Course Title: "Fhe Mexican Revolution of 1910"
3

Instructer: Iais Carlos

0ffice: Franklin Hall, 102 C

Phone: 663-9141, Ext, 364
I, CONDITIONS:

1. No new wonies requested,

2, Course should be offered every other semester in lieu of a
section of MAS-I2 (Contemporary Mexican Literature), MAS-hk
(Mexican Civilisstion), or MAS-52 (Mexican Art-Modern).

3. Instructioml materials needed by studemts are awiladble in
our library.

k., Audio Visml mterials ave readily accessible in the Audio Visml
Department or from other nearbdy sources,

Se | The suggested textbooks are inexpensive and currenmtly availabdle,

6. This couwrse cenforms in format, yreparation, objectives, goals,
wethods of instrustion, evaluation, ete., with others offered
by our Departasnt.

II. JUSTIFICATION:

As an instrustor in the field of Mexican-American Studies, it is
ny opinion that a course relating to the Mexican Revolution of 1910
should bs implemsnted in our commmity college distrist as:

1. Most Maxican Americans, as well as North American students, are
acquminbed, to a degree, with this social wovement, In the case
of the Nexican American or Chicano student, he has heard of
famous revolutiomry figures such as Francisco Villa, Eailiano
Zapata, eto.. via his amcestars, but without a true understanding
of the belisss and ideals which incited and motiwated the individml.
I strongly feel that it is necessary to offer thém another avenus,
anothar source of information other than legends, ccrridos, and
bearsay,
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2. The North American student will be introduced to a historical
past that has played a major part in the formtion of the
present-day Mexico, a mtion ﬂnt, due to its proximity, is
easily accessible,

3. This course will be offered with the adult of the commnity
in mind, Recent 01l discoveries in Mexico alone will no doubt
intenaify economic relations between Mexico and the United
States. This msans there will develop more persoml contacts
among the interested parties of both sides, which in turn will
1ead to an awmreness of each other as individmls and not solely
as countries. A cowse such as I suggest will further an

understanding on the part of the peopls of the U.S. for these
of modern Mexioco.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Basic: (As it would appear in the college catalog.)

The course consists of lectures and discussions on
the causes and effects of the Mexican Revolution of
1910.

Extended: (The course is divided into four components.)

Trecing historical development of events commencing
witi, the year 1855 to the year 1910, we find the

seeds of the Mexican Revolution being sown during the
Reform Movement, which was never carried out in its
entirety and much less enforced during the regime of
Porfirio Diaz. There will be an axanimation and
discussion on political, economic, and social conditions
wewailing in Mexico in 1910,

2nd. component.

Armed struggle that followed beginning November 29, 1910
and continuing through the "decema trdgica” (the ten
tragic days), the American Intervention, the Convention
of Aguascalientas, and en’ing with the Constitution of
1917,

3xd, component,

Aftermath of the armed struggle. Rise of Alvaro Obregdn
and subsequent regimes which followed with emphasis on
the Cdrdemas regime and events which lead to the oill
expropriation of 1936,

6



4th, oomponent.

Banination of present-day Mexico and some of the
problems it faces. Discussion of social conditions,
economics, population explosion, etc., ending with a
conjecture as to its future,
- IV, COURSE OBJECTIVES:
Instructioml:

Successful completion of this course will emable the studenmt to
discuss, either in writing or orally, the followirg:

1. The regime of Porfirio ufaz and the forces which perpetuated
his power, .

2. MJjor historical events which played a part in the Mexican
Revolution of 1910,

3. The significance of 1910 as "the year of the revolution."

4, The ideals of the brotiiers Flores Magén and their importance
in the social movement - comparison to the Constitution of 1917.

5. Importance of the role played by the United States in 1913
vhich culmimated in the American occupation of Veracruz in 191k,

6. Minimum of 20 mames (people and places) and their significance

and importance in relation to the different revolutionary
factions,

7. Basic articles of the Mexican Comstitution of 1917 and how they
affect existing relations tetween the United States and Mexico.

8. 011 expropriation of 1938,

9. Structure of the PRI and how presidential candidates are chosen,
10. Some of the problems facing México and possible solutions.
Affective:

Upon completion of this course student will have -

1, Learned that the Mexican Revolution was an authentic social
movement which anteceded the Russian movement by about seven years.

2. Become coguizant that the Mexican Revolution left an imprint on
the wodern way of life of the Mexicar penple,

7




3. Acquired an awareness of the Mexican struggle for betterment
of social conditions (u not totally successful).

i, Apprised himself that tho mss umigretion of Mexicans, who
sattled the Southwest, was brought about by the Revolution,
thus bringing a rich cultural heritage to a new nxtion.

5. Becows involved in a research yroject within a local museum
of lirery.

V. SUCGERTEC TRXTBOOKS: (%) See page on amotated bidbliography.

Bremner, Anita: The Wind that México: The His
of the Mexican Revolution, %. New York, mta.

Puentes, Carlos: The Death of Artemio Cruz. New York;
Farrar, 1964,

Constitucidn Polftica de los Estados Unidos laxicanos.
México, m

VI. REQUIRED RRADINGS: *(In reserve)

Casasola, Gustavo, ed,: Historia Grdfice de la Revolucidn
Mexicama, 1900-1960. I vols., s X

Padgett, Vincent L.: The Mexican Political sm.‘ Palo Alto,
Calif, Houghton Mi Oy _

Pz, omm The Othor ul:ico Criti.qua of the Pmnid.
New York, Grove,

Womck, John Jr,: Za ta. and the Mexican Revolution.
Rew York, Knopf,

VII. METHOD OF INSTRUCTION:

Lectures and discussiovs,
S14des

Mimse

Guest Lecturers (if possible)

VIII, METHOD OF EVALUATION:

Attendance and participation
Class assignments

Three examinations

Mal eauimation

Student orel presentation
Research projeot or term yaper

pnswpp
Elisugas




IX, COURBE CUTLINE: _
l. Introduction and Background
a. Course aims

b, View of Néxico past and
present

c. Mixico before 1910
2, The Portirio Dfas Regime

a. Rise to Power of Porfirio Diaz

b, México in 1876 - -

3. The Economic and Political
8 O e

a. The Hacienda System
b. The Ciemtfficos
c. Mexican Society in 1900

4, Precursores of the Revolution

a. The Flores Magén Brothers

(Ideology - Aguiles Serddn)
b. The "No Re-election Party,"

Francisco I. Madero
c. Pirst Emmimation
5. México in 1910
a. Economic, social and
politicel cenditions at
that time
b. "Plan de San Iuis Potost"
¢. "Plan ds San Luis Potosf"
6, Mxico in 1010
a. "P]l.n dn Anh"
"Phn ds Amla"
¢. Partido Liberal

(Sugmested Activity)

Commencing with the first week - -

and ending with the third,

students should be motiwted to
research the local library,

become acquainted wila its :
resowrces and to resent a T
written biography on one of ¢he™ ~— -
heroes of the Reforms M -

Teacher shows filmstrip
The Bpoch of Parfirio Diaz.

Students [xepare for
first eoamination,

Student should prepare a

bidbliograthy of not less than .

30 entries (Books and articles) ‘
on the following subj ects: "Plan. . -
de San luis. Pdkolt, ”Phn ds Amh,
"Plan de Guadalupe,” Francisco Vﬂ.h,
Venustiano Camnn, Emiliano hp.ta.

Tschar -hon oontmtion

 of filmetrip- The - of

7o e

m-nuonm £41m
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10,

Madaro and the Rewvolution
a. Novesber 20, 1910

b. Pascuml Orozco

c. Francisco Villa

Ia Decena ;__,x!..tcs gn. Ten

a. Hexry lane Wilson -
Victoriano Huerta

b Venuwstiano Carranza -
Constitutionalisn

¢. The U.B, Oc tion of
Veracruz, 1;3'

Comstitutionalism
a., Aguascalientes Convention

S. Carrancistas vs Villistas,
Zapatistas

c. Carrancistas vs Villistes,
Zapatistas

The Comstitution of 1017

a. Discussion min articles
b, Discussion min articles
Cc. Second Bamination

Obrv gonisa

a, José Vasconcelos

b. Indianism

c. Education aud the Arts
The Calles Ere

a, The Political System

b. The PR

c. Idzaro Cdrdenas

10

The above covers the weeks
5 thru 7

(Suggested Activities)

Bighth and ninth weeks.
Students should prepare a

3 page written report on the
Ten Traegic Days and the U.S,
involvement, At least two
bilographical sowces should de
included,

Teacher shows "Revolution,”
Ia Baza

Students prepare for second
exanimtion,

Eleventh and twelfth weeks,
Report on mmalism in México.
Trace the history of a mmral
in the commmity (if possible),
Two page written report on
Rivera, Siqueiros, Orozco, etc,
Teacher shows Man of Fire

and Sigueiros, EI Masstro,



13.

1k,

15.

16,

The 011 Mntion
a. Antecedents

b, Causes, Articles 27, 123
c. Third Bamination
Modexn México

a. Economy

b. Political, PRI
C¢. Social Conditions
Modern México

a. Is the Mexican hevolution
stil)l alive?

be A look to the fubure
c. Student Presentations
Student Presentations

a. Presentations

b, Presentations
C. Review for Fimals

11

Students prepare for third
awaximation,

Teacher shows México: The;
Frozen Revolution,

Teacher shows México City.



X, ARNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Azeula, Mariano: The Underdogs. New York
Signet, 1963. ’

"The story of Demetrio Macfas, a genearal
in the army of Parcho Villa., The
conditions which bring abov. his defeat
also work against the Revolution,"

¥Baerresen, Donald W.: The Border Industrialization
of México. s Mass., Hea

Lexington Boczs, i9Tl.

"Discussion of an ambitious rogram - México's
industrialization of cities with concentrated
populations,”

Brenner, Anita: '.lbe Wind that Sy_eﬂ México: 'l.'he
History of the Maxican Revo ion, 1910- %
New Y(mk, 1 30
"Excellent photegraphic history of the

Mexican Revolution from the overthrow of
Dfaz to 1942, Definitely a must for all,

Brandenburg, Frank Ralph: The Ma of Modern
México. Englewood Cliffs, New Jersay, e
Hall, 1964, .

"fhe book emphasizes the accorplishments of
México after the Rewolution., [t exmmines the
single party system and demonstrates how it
has practically mmde the president ommipotent.
Can this continue and at what costt"

Bulues, Francisco: The Whole Truth about México.
President Wilson's Res Ibility, New York,
Bulues Book Eomny, 19%

"An exceptiomlly fine analysis of the Diaz
regime and the "ten tngic days,"”

#Casasola, Gustavo, EBd.: Historia Grdfica de la
Revolucidn Mexicama, 1 B vols.,

Wdxico, 108h,

"A mst for any studant of the revolution,
Well-Inown and obacure persomlities who
played important roles in the revolutica
come to 1ifs as tho ltudaxtmea this

period of history."

ERIC o 12
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tarough
diplomtic maneuvers in Washington and which
ultimtely 1ed to complete recognitiom of his
forces by the U.8, Villa's revengs hh mid
on Colmbus and the ill~fated dive”

expedition,”

"A reather ows-sided view of the relatioms
betweesn the two coumtries, It is 00
m:.'mtm-mmummu

"A worthy book vhich introduces the works
and the persomalities of Flores Magdn,
Aguiles Serddn and othears,”

"Another for the researcher. The dasis
for (wes ¥y politios and eoonomios in
México was derived from this documemt."”

'

Cusbexrland, Charles Curtis: m
Gogie wiw migo, ev ,

nnﬁumlm 8. 261-278

"An outstanding study of the revolution of
Madero in Mu initial theases, politioal and
mllitary,”

Cusberla. Charles Curtis: W
versity

Qans 8, .
Bibliograghys pg. BAA-k27

ﬁui&tmmmrqmmm rise
of Alwro Obregin, "

13



R My, e e e T
York: Farrar, us 9 .
"Narrated in the first, second, and third person,
the novel dels with the destiny of one person

during the historical changes of twentieth
México, It poimts out the futility of the Mexican

Guzsadn, Martfn Iuis: The Eﬂg and the Serpent,
Austin, University of Tems » .
"A persoml and factwl acoount of the Mexican

Revolution based on the actmal experiences of
the author.”

Guem(n, Martfn Luis: Mewoirs of Pancho Villa. Austin,
University of Texas Press, .

"A dlary of Villa's life and activities, Pirsthand
informtion as Gurmfn served as Villa's secretary
for a short while, Fuscimting!"

"Good coverage of the economic policies

pursusd by México since the 40's."

EXJOD NiLiUAriSH] The K¢
3¢ Jevolitiomry Arny. 1010-1%
nivexrwity c o Maxico ¥

"origin of the modern Mexican army, militaristioc
@us, and 'Hombres Jusrtes’ are disoussed,”

"

"A rare biogrethy of & revolutionary who might
bhave besn another *Vills,'"

14



Molima Enrigues, Andrés: los Grandes Problemas Naciomales.
México, 1909, -

"his is perheps the finest oriticism on
the work of Dias, Written by sn mmcotml

who was an impartial witness."

s, Visomt 1ot Tas Mexicas Soltsion) opptes
Palo Alto, Calif,, o

"Very well written, Comcerning the political
syten of Mexico and how it functions among
the "Revolutiomary Family.” Facts are brought
to life disclosing that México's yolitical
stability depends on parpetuating the myth of
the Rewolution and on sharing the povc among
leadsrs of the wost powerful sectors.”

Pag, Octavio: The labyrinth of Solitude: Life and
Thought 4in Mé&xico, *u York, Grove Press, T&f
"A very subjective but well-written ammlywis
of the Mexican, Essential reading!™

*Paz, Octavio: The Oztglu' México; Crltigu_e_ of the
Pyramid, New Yor' Yove Press, R
"An explosive eriticism of Mexican govern~

ment and mny of its policies. The tragic
yar of Tlaltelolco (1968) is discussed

objectively.
Quirk, Robert BE.: The Mexican Revolution and the
Catholic Church, 19 e B s I

L'bliograzhy: pPg. 2

"An ispartial study of the mentality of the
Catholis Church and how it reacted negatively
to events beyond its control, Important
politicians such as Calles and Obregdn are
portrayed and their decisions, vhich affected

millions, are thoroughly discussed,”

"A fuscimating book which describes the attempt

to overthrow Nuerts and vhich ended in the oomsoli-
dation of power by Carranza. The Convention of
Aguwmsoalientes is also studied along with such
persomalities as Obregén, Villa, Zapats, and Cunnu.
An exsellent study of these turbulent times."

15




Ramos, Samuel: Profile of Man and Culture in México,
Austin, University of Texas Press,

"An interpretation of historioal forces
vhich moulded the Mexican mtioml
sharacter, A bdroad humnistic approach

by one of Mexico's wost brilliant thinkers."

Ross, Stanley Bobert: Is the Mexican Revolution Dead?
New York, Knopf, 1966,

"Discusses the shortoomings of the Revolution
and many programs, which should have beemn
solved, that are ntm thc banners of

unscrupulous politicians,"

m1;;§ Juan: Pedyo Pframo. New York, Grove Press,

*A fantastic plece of literature that desls
with the lives of people in a smll towm in
Mexico, After careful perusal of this brnk,
the resadear is left with the impression that
a revolution was the only altermative open
tothopoonlodmtothooom'nouundu
vhioh they were forced to exist,”

B.J;zr, Rosendo: IAMMOWM&L México,
1

"Written in Spanish - rise of the worker in
México and their funstion as a politicel arm,
first to elevate Obregda to the presidemcy,
and later to serve as a platform for futwre
candidates,"”

S8ilve Hersog, Jesds: B de 1a Revolucidn
i i, o e e e
t

"“Fhe first volume deals with "the antecedents"
and the "Maderist Movement." Volume II covers
Constitutiooalism and the break between
Carransa and Villa, It is well written and
onellently documented. Very necessary reading
for s beginner., Silw Herzog is extremsly
nmovledgeable; he wrote thuo two volumes
after extensive research,”

16




Simmons, Merle E.: The Mexican "Corrido" as & Source
for %ﬁw BtE of Modern Mexico !EO-IEO[.

B on, .

Sispson, Lesley Byrd: Méxicor, Berkeley, University
Of w m.’ 1 3 )

"An excellent general introduciion to the
study of Mexican history. Well written
and easy to read,"

Simpson, Eyler N.: The Ejido: México's Way Out,
Chapel Hill, 1937.

Tannenbaum, Frank: fho Mexican %ﬁn Revolut.ion,
Hamden, Conn,, Anchor Books, '

Tannenbaum, Frank: Peace i:x Revolution; México after 1910,
New York, Colunbia versity Press, 1900,

“An excellent book which treats the subject

of México intellectually with great sympathy
and understending. "

Vasconcelos, José: A Mexican ses, Bloomington, Ind,,
University of Indiana Press, %&5.
* "Mexican history, education and culture based
on the autobiography of the author.
Vasconcelos actively participated in the

politics of Néxico being Secretary of Education
and also a presidential candidate."

United States Department of State: Pa relat to
the Eogg %gw of the United St:E; ﬁ
Wa. s o
Wolf-Fhillips, Leslie, ed,: Constitution of Modern
W@?n_ﬂﬁ_
' Prweger,

"An inwaluable aid to students of comparative
politics. The Maxiocan Constitution is discussed
at length and 136 articles are translated in English.”

Womok, John Jr.: Zapate and the Mexican Revolution,
New York, Knopf, fﬁ

"An excellent study of one of the leaders of the
revolution -~ his life, rhilosophy, and involvement,
Probably the best work written about Iapata so far,
Pine notes and bibliograrhy,"
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XI, f:IDB:

The BEpoch of mg D%z % the Victory of Constitutiomalism,
Series I to VII. » Calif, Bilimgml Educatioml

SMO, lm.

"A good filmstrip series but simply presented
with marration on cassettes, They sarve as an
introdunction to this period of the Mexican

history."

The History of the Mexican Peopls, (items 3 to 10),

S hsaten. G Bilingal Ehwatioal Services, 1975.
“A rare collection of emgravings. Item 3
commences with the year 1958 and item 10 ends
with the year 1960, Each item contains 14

engravings depicting the most famous heroes
of México, Outstanding work of art."

%g % un %u_o, by Salwdor Toscano., Chicano
les Library, U.C.L.A.
"An authentic documentation of the tumltous
period 1897-1930, It trxaces the rise anmd
domfall of Porfirio Diaz, Composed of actwml
films taken in bDattles fought auring the

revolution, REmxthasizes the roles of the leadexs,
Villa, Zapata and Carranza,”

México City - 20 minutes, color,

"A well-oriented cross section of the great
city as it 1s today., Art objects, archi-

tectwre, interiors and exteriors are shomm
as wall as the progress that has boen mde
in the city since the turn of the century,”

México: The Frozen Rewolution - 2 parts (1 hour)

"Filmed during the Echeverrfa campaign, the
f1la shows the areas and the peopls for whom
the revolution 414 not exist, Young
revolutiomaries vave btanners that have no
identification vhile the people still await
the ooming of the revolution,”

18
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Orozoo: Man of Fire

“A Yemrimble film on the life of one of
the foremvet wralists of México. His
mstarpiece by the same title is discussed,”

" "Revolution,” part I, II, in la Baza (filmstrip)
r;g Alto, Calif,, Multi-dedia Producticns, Inc.,
1 s ‘ A
"A short amlysis of soms of the causes
of the revolution. Valuable simces
chronclogicel series of events is presented
along with very good pictures.” -

84 : Kl Maestro: The March of H ty in Iatin

"Outstanding film on the greatest muyel
ever ainted by Siqueiros, It is now on
axhibition at the Poliforum, "March of
Humnity" is considered the masterpiece
of mualism in México."

19




XII, TEST EXAMNPLES:

The following questions are submitted as possible examples of 25

(50 points) trus and false questions (or fill~-insg) which might be used
in the first emaimtion, This test would also include two essay
questions (25 poimts each) mking a grand total of 100 points,

Note: I realize that the allowadle test time of 50 mimutes limits the

student as to the caliber of essay question he or she can ocompose. If
is the case, I would then proceed to give parmission to the student
write cus of the essays at home t0 turn in the following day. All

is will have to be ascertained at a later date,

Sgg

EXAMPLES OF TRUE AND PAISE QUESTIONS:

¥
’

1. The funfamental reason for the social revolution
in México was the fact that by 1910 all the
available land in México was held by only about
% of the population,

2. Rjido was a portion of land wvhich by law belonged
to the commnity.,

3. The Reforma laws of 1857 were emacted in order to
wotect the 1and owned by the Catholic Church in
mo.

b, A "atifumndio” was a smll piece of land belonging
to a campesino.

5. By 1900, eight individusls were the sole owners
of 55 million acres of land, mxch of it along
the United States border.

6. Porfirio Diaz came to power under the bamer of
"effective suffrage and nc re-election” and
expounding the ideals of libexralism,

7. The "Cientificos” were a group of liberal-
minded people who opposed the Diaz regime.

8. The Magda brothers, Ricardo and Enrigque,
mblished the newspaper eneracidn, in
vhich the seeds for an revolution can
be found,

20



9. Portirio Diasz, umammwhm,
protected the Indian population of Mdxico.
This is ons of the reasons he retained his
power for SO WAy JOATs.

10, m'mm'mcsmotMu‘ho
cuotommdulﬁzhtoﬂuﬂuutof
“pan o palo,”

mf m: (Answer both)

1. Ducuo tho "hchab untc-"inlﬂ:ieo Why was it considered
the wost important economic aspect in the life of the campesino?

2, Wat wms the ideology of Ricardo Flores Magdh?® Vhy ws this
1denlogy & threat to the Diaz regimet

UMIVERSITY OF CALIF.
LOS ANGELES

gy

CLEARINGHOUSE FOR
JUNIOR COLLEGES
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