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ABSTRACT

This document is a course outline for an 18 week
course in literature of and about Mexico designed to give community
college students the experience of studying a variety of literary
foras, such as the epic, the lyric, the short story and the novel, in
a foreign and exotic setting such as Mexico. Further, the course is
intended to help the student gain a broad, and in some areas, a deep
understanding of the Nexican cultural experience, leading to an
understanding of the Hexican consciousness. Course goals and general
materials and activities are described in this outline as are the
objectives, methods, and readings (in translation) for each unit
comprising the course. Course units cover Nexican literature froa the
pre-Hispanic period through the modern era. An extensive bibliography
listing alternative readings from which instructors may select is
attached. (JDS)

AR R LXK ERER R R ERERERREE R P RRREEEREEEEEEE R R RRERERE EREEE XL RRERERREELELRER -

* Documents acquired by BRIC include many informsal ‘unpublished *
% paterials not available from other sources. ERIC makes every effort *
# to obtain the best copy available. Nevertheless, iteas of marginal *
# reproducibility are often encountered and this affects the guality *
% of the microfiche and hardcopy reproductions ERIC makes available *
# yia the ERIC Document Reproduction Service (EDRS). BDRS-is not- = *
% responsible for the .quality of the orisinal document. Reproductions *
E E
E E

‘supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made froas the original.
AR RERERERREREREXERRRREREXRRERFRRR LR AR R RRRRRRE AR R EEREAE XL R KRR R RN RS




T

Viaihe Lo

g
©
o
=
M
-~
(=)
\t

PAruitext provided oy enic [ e ..
RN, o s

U.S. ODEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,
BDUCATION & WELFARE
NATIONAL INSTITUTE DF

EDUCATION

THIS DOCUMENTY HAS BSEEN REPRO-

DUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM
THE PERION OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN-
ATING IT POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS
STATED OO NOT NECESSARILY REPRE-
SENTOFFICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
BOUCATION POSITION OR POLICY

Literature of and about Mexico
Project Mexico
June 26 - August 8
1976

Robert J. Bryton

Orange Coast College
2701 Fairview Road C
Costa Mesa, California 92626

Sponsored by the UCIA Iatin Amrican Center on a gnnt from the U,S. Office
. of Education ‘
Fulbright-Hayes Training Gram-orwp Projects Abroad (13.hl+o)

Pe i




I.

IT1.

III.

LITERATURE OF AND ABOUT MEXICO - ONE SEMESTER, 3 HOURS PER WEEK
Robext J. Brytan
Division of Literature and language
0.C.C.

Description of Course

This is a literature course in which readings will be selected
from works written by Mexicans and other mationals and which reflect
varying perceptions of the Mexican expxrience, The readings will
cover the historical perspective of Mex '~o, starting with the pre-
Columbiz) times, through the conquest, the colonial period, the period
of independence,:the revolution, and the modern period., The readings
will be fictlon, poetry and some historical/biographical prose
selected to be representative of the Mexican ideas and themes of their
period, The readings will all be in English translation,

Goals of the Course

One of the goals of this course is to give the students the
experience of studying a variety of literary forms, such as the epic,
the lyric, the short story and the novel, in a foreign and exotic
setting such as Mexico. This setting will allow the student to view
the forms and techniques with distance and objectivity, At the same
time, the student will be able to see the presence and function of
certain prototypical forms that occur in Anglo/American literature.
The course will provide a fundamental experience in comparative
literature,

A more important goal is that the student will gain a broad, and
in some areas a deep understanding of the Mexican cultural experience.
He will become acquainted and conversant with fundeamental experiences
that led to the formation of the Mexican consciousness., He will gain
an understanding of the Mexican that will come as a resuit of the study
of the humnistic literary aspects of several important historical
periods of the people, such as the conquest, the colonization, the
independence, the revolution and the struggles of modernization, This
experience will result in the outcome that humnities studies endeavors
to achieve, a universally sensitive individual. And in a more specific
sense, “he student will have a better understanding of the Latin
American, in particular the Mexican,

The Student

‘ This course is planned for a rather general commnity college
student., It will serve as a valuable elective for the student who is
mJjoring in the humnities or in the social sciences and who intends
Yo transfer to another school for upper division work. It is also
designed for the general interest student who may not have specific
educational goals, but is interested in broadening his general
educational background,
3
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Materials and Activities of the Course

The accompanying specific outline of the course and the attached
bibliography list works that may be used as readings, but the teacher
will find that there are a mumber of altermtives that may be selected
and will achieve the listed objectives quite as successfully, He will
find that there are a greater number of altermatives in some historical
periods than in others, due to the greater or lesser attention given
to Mexico by writers at different times, This circumstance is in itself
an interesticg part of the study. The teacher may also find his choices
are limited Ly the availablility of translations for certain works. In
spite of this, there is a quite large muber of works available in
English to accomplish the goals of the course,

The activities and material of the course will fit into the general
framework of a typical college literature course, The students will
read aessigned texts outside of class, and in class they will hear back-
ground lectures and will discuss the readings. The lectures will
yrovide information that will place the readings in a historical and
social context, as well as point out important technical features of
the writings and biographical details of the authors and poets. The
instructoxr should also supplement the readings and lectures with audio-
visual mterials exhibiting such things as the music, the art, the
geography and the historical ruins of Mexico. Becasuse this course is
implicitly more than a verbal experience of Mexico, and since Mexico is
such a (sensually) rich country, experiences that go beyond the printed
word are important,

The Instructor

The person who teaches this course should be =:: vvone who has a
deep and semsitive understanding of Mexico. If r . jexican-born
himself, he should be someone who has traveled v "~ in Mexico, as
well as someone vho has studied a lot about Mexica. ..istory and culture,
As in effective teaching of any subject, success cn~ be measured by the
degree to which the teacher gives of himself to his students, If the
object is to teach an understanding and even a love of the subject
mtter to the student, the teacher must first possess that understanding
and love himself,

Course Outline
Weeks 1 & 2 - Pre-Hispanic Period

The readings in this section will introduce the students to the
high Indian civilization of Mexico that preceded the Spanish invasion,

such as the Maya, Mixtec, Zapotec and Aztec. The instructor can select
yassages from works listed below that will accomplish the objective of

~ emabling the student to understand and discuss the role of these pre-

Hispanic influerces imMexican culture,



The Aybédrsy _Peopie of the Sun, by Alfonso Caso
"2-ra},'t’ﬁ, 7=wind"; Poems from Ancient Mexico, by

Topl ds gayez

Popol M\, py Goetz and Morley

The 'Rﬁlﬁ oY Chilam Payam of Chumyel, by Ralph L. Roys
m.,m?:i Literstures of Mexico by Miguel Leon-Portilla
Mexicy vefoye Eoﬁes, Igmacio Bernal

Weeks 3 - § 2. The Conquest

The o}) et {vag of this section of the course are to emble
students t, Vnimyatand the roots of the cultural shock experienced
by tne natysve of New Spain, and to be able to discuss intelligemly
the changey #td the losses that occurred to those societies, The
students sys)l alro become intelligently aware of the differing
attitudes yad ramRe of sympathy expressed by the several authors.
The readings in this section are very high quality historical prose
works, and pfain, the instructor has a wide range of choice,

Bartolove Q¢ 18 Cesas: A Selection of His Writings
Five 3ﬁ.tm', 1519 - 32'6, by Herman Cortes
The Ty Hhm of the Conquest of New Spain, by

Beywl Nijag del Castillo
The Bvo¥en gshesrs: The Aztec Account of the Conquest
of A¢Xing, by Miguel Leon-Portilla

Weeks 6 - vy - T!w: 16th & lg_:; Centuries, Periods of Decadence
amgd I e

In thy Ymaings of this period the student will learn of the
repressive s¥d phibiting effects caused by the weight of colonialism
on Mexico, Yhey w4ll see the problems of Mexican culture during this
period ref)2cteq in both the literature and, paradoxically, in the fact
of the absyaCt of wore literary production than there is, The student
will note ¢ viytusl eradication of pre-Hispanic influences in the
writing of 4Vis y&yiod, and the slavish imitation of Spanish and
Buropean myA¢ls, Attention will be drawn to the wey in which Mexico
along with (Ve xett of the New VWorld and other areas "discovered” by
explorers yf the 1éth and 1Tth centuries, directed and stimulated
the imgimtim of Buropean writers, from Thomas Moore, through
Voltaire, )2 Fom Apnd Keats, Specific readings in this section can be
selected £ ¥ the following: _ ‘

‘Anto Ry Soxr Juama Inés de 1a Cruz

The Tt2¥ing wﬁ by Jose Joaquin Fernandez ds Lizardi

Life in Mexifo: e Letters of Fanny Calderon de la Barca,
by‘mi ¥isher and Marion Hall ¥uher .

Antho;gx «f Mexican Poetry, by Octavio Paz
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Weeks 8 - 12 - The Revolutiomary Period

The student will see there the beginning of the growth of self-
awareness in the Mexican culture, The political and social changes
that were taking place in this period are reflected in the writings
of the period, and the drama of the Mexican revolution provides
material for writing from all over the warlad, .

From within Mexico the student can see the first Mexican mmster-

piece novel, TM% and the experience of the Mexican peasaat
in the north can be seen this bock. The specific books recommended
for this section are listed below:

The Underdogs, by Mariano Azuela

'l'he nge of the Storm, by Agustin Yanes
the Glory, by Graham Greene
'ﬁe Houe on Bitterness Street, by Elizabeth Borton
de Trevino
Anthology of Mexican Poetry, by Octavio Paz
The Great Science, Don Emilio Rabesa

gng Shadow of the Candillo, by Martin Lufs Guzmfn
Weeks 13 - 18 - The Modern Age

The student will see in this period how Mexico resched a level of
mturity in the modern world, and how its recognition as a unique and
important culture continues to grow. Thers are works here that
ertablish this clearly and effectively, At the same time the student
sees in the literature of this period a re-examimmtion of the cultural
«nd political history of Mexico in an attempt to place modern Mexico
in en accurate perspective. Works to be read here are the following:

The Death of Artemio Cruz, by Carlos Fuentes
March to Cacbaland, by B. Traven

The Plumed Serpent, by D. H. lawrence

P mo, by Jurn Rulfo

Recollections of Th%g to Come, by Elena Garro
The New Mexican by Octavio Paz, et, al,
A'Eﬁﬁom of Mexican Poetry, by Octavio Paz

Doou & Mirrors: Fiction & Poetry from Spanish America
ier & Brof

The ugm Visitor and other stories, by B, Traven
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