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ABSTRACT v '
A review of the research literature indicates

consistent support for the contention that exposure to children's
literature encourages oral language development and reading
competence. Thus, teachers of reading have an obligation to promote
children's literature in order to encourage readlng competence.
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~ school, Durk;n (1966) concluded that these children came from Lomaes
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A CHILDREN*S LITERATURE AND REhDING INSTRUCTION

. By Edward J. Dwyer .

The purpose of thls paper is to examine tle relatlonshlp of
chlldren s llterature -and reading 1nstructlon. Various, studies and

expert opinions will be examined tg determine‘the importance of

literature to'reading competence,

.

In learning to read, wuch of the most important learning takes
place long before any attempt at formal instruction. That is, child;cn
must attain competence in oral language before reahing'instpoction
can be undertaken with hope of success. In othef~words,'a child oan-v
not be e;cpected to learn to read in a language‘he does‘ not speak and ‘ &\\
comprehend efficiently. Through llterature,(young chlldren s oral > |
and rec;ptlve language can be Jbroadened. ‘ Larrick (1968) suggested

v

that babies can begin enjoying books as early as eight months. This
. . )

literary experieXye of shafing books develops the young child's apti-

tude for reading (Larrick, 1968) and provides,children‘with a warm

family experience associated with books (Arbuthnot, 1964).

. In two extensive studies on chlldren who read before enterlng

c/

.Where their parents read to them. Further, the parents of early .- /N

readers demonstrated n their homes that reading is a 6:hrce of 5

pleasure as well as/a means for f1nd1ng 1nformatlon

9
While Durkin's Study was broadly based Irwin (1960) sought to )

Jdetermlne the relatlonshlp between readlng to chi n in "lower \ °

/'
occupational status" homes and speech development. The mothers?read
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to the infants daily for at least fifteen minutes from illustr

texts while a control group d1d not PLCClVC th, additional ustimula-

tion. The researcher cancluded that "systematically increasing the

. e ~ - -
speech sound stimulatlou of infants under two and a half years of

age in homes of lower occupational statﬁs by reading and by telling

stories about pictures will lead to an increase in _the phonttlc pro-

" ¢

.duction of these 1nfants...(189) The babies selected were in their .,

P .
thirteenth month and the treatment continued until they were two and

a“half years old. Since there apparently was no follow -up bLudy, it

«

cannot e assumed that Irw1n s: samplc performed more successfully

-when beglnnlng school and learning to read.

Evidence that Irwin's sample .enjoyed greater success from 1nvolve-

K3

nent in a reading program is provided in another study Cohen (1968)
sough5 to determine the effeots of involvement with llterature on
vocabulary and reading achievement. ' This researclier had for her

e A

sample 580 second graders "living in low socio-econofft eighborhoods

and attending "Special Service” schools in New York City.* Half the

sample were in classes where the experimental varlable, story readlng,
was carried out dally as part of the school program while an equlvalent
control group recelved no spec1al llterature 1nvolvement. Aftér one

\ .

J
academ1C'year, C%hen contluded that:

4 -

1. The iﬁb rtance of reading to children as 4
g g

precursor to suc ess. in learnlng to read he ‘en shown_
" to bp vital in the case of socially disadv. ed
chil rep (p. 213) . . - '

wl © involvement and comprehension concepts are
important criteria in the selection of StOPleS to read
to disadvantaged children.(p, 213).
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, Jooo Continued oad reputoare Jinluninn Lo Ltory hoop, )
. chonen fopr their omotiona) appedal and case of conceptu=- N
alization scems to aid facility in listening, attention
5pan, narrative sense, recall of stretches of verbaliza-
tion, gand the recognition of newly learned words as they
appear’ in other contexts (?. 217), .

4, @hc rplatiénship believed to cxist‘bptwcen oral
: language dand reading has been confirmed (p. 217).

In'a smaller but more intensely studied sampic, Chomsky (1972)
found similar pesults. As part of her study, this rescarcher soupht
to determihe {he relationship betwecen li?guistic competence and reading.
Choms#y céncluded that gvammatical development takes place in an ordérly

sequence from simple to complex and is the same for all children. On

“

the other hand, children reach these stages of development at various
- A
ages. Important determiners reported by Chomsky in facilitating

‘-
\

children's reaching linguistic stages more qQuickly are: 1) listening

<0 books Pead‘alOUd, 2) stimulation of the child to read,on his own,
¥ : .
-nd 3) complexity level of material read aloud. Chomsky confirmed

conclusions reached bx,I#wih, Durkin, and Cohen regarding the impbrtancp‘

» of large Séale'expOSure to the language of books as a positive and

vital influence in language development.

'Y

As Cohen's earlier study had demonstrated with younger children,
Estes and Vaughn (1973) emphasized the importance of utilizing material
of interest tq children. The researchers‘reported that interest was

A .
an important element ;in reading comprehension with a sample of ub

- RS

students in grade four. They used selections from a variety of areas
including folk tales, dnimal stories, sports, space, myste%?, and -
foreign landS, Comprehension Questipns were asked about cdch selec-

tion read. Students were then asked what they liked to read about

- 4
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most and least.  The Students  comprehended more capably in material
that they liked to read about.

As part of their study, Amato, Lmano, and Ziegler (1973) sought

v

to determlne the relationship between story-telling cxpcriendés in a

library setting and children's reading achievement. .The study involved.

298 clementary grade level Students over a two year period, A control
group visited the library for one and one-half hours per week while

the experimental group heard stories during thu weeh at the librarvy.
] .
Although no statlstlcally 51gn1f1cant results were found, the rescarche®s

reported that the story-telling group increased its library usage time
and checked out more books. 1In explaining their findings, the authors

Suggested that story-telling is a 1lsten1ng situation and is not

. intended to promote reading competence. In this study, the Gatcs //(dw

.

Reading Survey - Comprehension Subtest was used tb-measuré readiqg

gain. Considering the nature of this study it appears thatfthe reading

test used provided an inadequate measure of gain in reading power.

liore extensive and approprlate‘readlng evaluation would have provided

greater 1n51ght into the effects of the trégtment on readlng achleve-

ment. A review of the Ga%gs tests appears~4n Buros (1965), , %/{f
This brief review of literature consistently supports the conx

. I
tention that exposure to children's literatpre‘encourages verbal

°

language development and reading competence in particujar. It is also
.evident that seleétion‘of}material is very important in order to pro-

mote interest, Further, Huck and Kuhn (1968) suggested that most

v -

children's books must be read at the appropriate age or they will

not be read at all | \\\k\\v'
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Teachers Qf reading have an im ortant obligation Lo promote
] G p ) |

children's litegature in order to encthqge reading competence and

the enriching experiences offered throygh béok§f Lessons in building
reading skills are of very limited worth if there is not an accomﬁdnying
desire to read on the part of the learner. The teaching of reading

must not become the ena but rather the‘means toward a lifetime friend-

.

ship with literature. .
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