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Studies of black EngliSh-speak children's aural comprehension
of standard Eriglish have indloated that many black,English-&peakin’g/"
children develop ‘the ability to understand black English to spme
degree (Barritt, l972, Bierly and Bean, 1972,JGoodman, 197

T Levy and Cook l973, Sims, 1572, Torrey, 1969; Troike}/ 972,
Weener, 1969). Researchﬂbs have found an inverse relationship be- {:'\
tween age and percentage of nonstandard features used by black lower—
SES children (Light, l97l O'Neill, 1972). Tﬁis occurrence, called -
age-grading, has been described by several researchers (Dillard 1972;
Loban, 1966 ‘Stewart, 1964) Age-grading refers to language varia-
-tionQin terms of.the age of the speaker. It is believed tp be a’
.fvery important sociolinguistic factor in the dialect of black
children (Dillard, 1972). In areas where black ﬁhglish comgs in con-
tagt w1th standard English age-grading ténds in the diregtion of
standard English most of the time.. 0'Neill (1972) has_suggested that
the school experience tends to reduceithe'amount of nonstandard dia-
'lect interference: ‘However,lby the time this dialéct interference-

' . : . 4 N, o
is reduced, the child may have lost much valuable time in "academic
- vlearning. . . - o A ) o (»\fl\\_

/r In order to’ avoid this loss of valuable time in academic\learn—

: . ing, UMETous techniques ‘have been suggested for minimizing the i
o ) S
interference of -black English on reading instruction lInterference

\)sis the tendency of individuals learning a new dialeg} to impose the

-~ sounds and structures of their primary dialect on the unfamiliar

-\
Y ) sounds and structures they are trying to master. These edﬁcational‘

o "‘!Ehtions include dialect-based readers and’ transitiOn\text8;~,
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neutralization of dialect differences, dialect rendering of extant
" materials, and language experience actixities . ’
' //! " At present, there is virtually nd empirical evidence of the
! success of any of thes e cational techniquest Furthermore, those
| researchers who believe th black fhglish—spiaking children are
.’, . suffering from dialect inter rence because of systematic differences
between black Engllsh an® standard English do not agree on when
dialect interference is sufficiently reduced so that the use of
standard English reading materials no longer creates a problem for
black English-speaking children. |
_ The;purpose of this study is tonetermine whether -the discre- -
Pancy among performance on standard Engi:ah; black/English standard U
orthography, and black English nonstandar: Lrthography reading tasks
'varies With'grade level. It is hypothesized that' (l) the corre-
Jlations among scores on the standard English, _black English standard
.‘ortH/EEAphy and black English nonstandard orthography forms of the
. oral reading and oral reading comprehension tasks are significantly \_.
higher at the fifth grade level than at the third gradé level, ( 2)
7;.,;.' there is no significant difference between tha correlaitdSSLefba-
scores:on the standard’ English and black English forms of the'

N

_listening comprehension task at the_figth.gradeilevel.and'at,the3
. ‘ . )

’ third grade level - coe .

SubJects were 180 randomly selected black, inner—city, third Q
f

and fifth graders in'a large- northeastern urban area., All-subJects.

were administered listening comprehension tasks, equivalent forms

L

in standard Ehglish and black English and oral reading and oral

- ; . - . 4 | .
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dlalect forms
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- reading conprehension tasks, equiyalept'tasks in standard English,
RN - I ‘ )
black Eﬁgli;h standard-orthography, and black English nonstandard ortho-

graphy. Examples of these tasks are shown in Table 1. Passages and
questions were translated into black English by a black person who speaks

both dialects and is familiar with the inner. city culture.

. INSERT TABLE 1 ABOUT ‘HERE "¢

' Listening comprehension ~was measured by having each subject listen to

the passages and questions on audio tape. The ‘audio tapes were prepared
, ) ﬂ . ’

by a black femele' who speaks standard English and black English. All
responses were recorded ‘on audio tape and later transcribed. Oral

reading ﬁas measured by having each subject read passages from the

three dialect forms of the oral reading task. On the black English

standard orthography form of the oral reading task the words were
written in standard English‘ﬁrthography,while on the black Engiish
‘nonstandard orthography'form the words were written the way'they'are,
pronounced by a speaker of black English. All oral reading was recorded
on audio tape and later transcribed Oral reading comprehension was
measured by the questions which accompny the oral reading passages. -
Each set of questions was presented immediately following the oral |
reading of the corresponding passage. Question ‘were presented and ‘re-
sponses recorded as they were for the listening comprehension task.

Order of presentation of the reading tasks was counterbalanced across
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Pearson product-moment correlations and Z tests were used to test
the hypotheses. The correlations betwten the dialect forms of the
1istening comprehension, oral reading, and oral reading comprehension
tasks were calculated for each grade Jevel. .The differences between

each pair of correlation coefficients, i.e., the correlation coeffi-

2 .
¢ !

cients at the third gradé level and at the fifth grade level, were
tested for significance using the Z test. Since the distribution of
correlation coefficients is not symmetric, the Z transformation was
used to normalize the distribution. The significance of the'difference
between each pairJof correlation coefficTEnts was then tested b& the
thest‘(Snedecor & Cochran, 1967). Decisions were made at thex05.
level of significance. The correlation coefficients and z values for

each pair of correlatfon coefflcients at each grade level are shown in

Table 2

. INSERT TABLE 2 -ABOUT HERE
'Hypothesis one was not supported by the data. No
significant differences nere found between the correlatinn coefficients

o

between scores on the standard English and black English standard

"orthography forms and between scores on the black English standard

orthography and black English nonstandard‘orthography forms‘of the .

oral reading and oral readingtcomprehension tasks at the different

graderlevelé\l_The author suggests that these findings resulted because

» ~

of the strangeness of the\nonstandard orthography to both grade levels
Since only standard English instructional materials are used in the
schools from which subJects “were selected for participation in this

study, it can be assumed that the nonstandard orthography was: etrange

2

B 6 R s
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to subjeqts at both grade levels. The correlation coefficients beF@een
scores on the standard English and black English-standard, orthography “
forms of the oral reading and oral reading comprehension tasks were
}found to be significantly higher at the third grade level than at the-
fifth grade level. An examination of thg\standard English and.black
English standard orthography forms of the oral reading\and oral reading'
comprehension tasks suggests that,the effect of age-grading_may'have
been masked by the fact that there were more syntactidal differences
between the standard English and black English standard orthography
forms of the oral reading and oral reading comprehension tasks present

" in the more.advanced passages and questions than in the lower level |
passages and questions. The author snggests that the'relatively fewer
differencesfhetween %he standard English and black English standard

'orthography forms of the oral reading and oral reading comprehension .

2L e 3 E T asszrrernrey

tasks at the lower levels may account foﬂithe significantly higher 1_.:
correlation coefficients at the third grade level than at the fifth

grade level | At the higher levels of the oral reading and oral reading
'comprehension tasks, where there are more differences ‘between the

standard English and black/énglish standard erthography forms, there is

performance on these two,

more opportunity for differences between

f

g comprehension tasks to emerge.

v

forms of the oral reading and oral readd

’.

ation coefficients between scores

Hypothesis two was supported by the data. No signtficant'differ-

ences were found between the cor
‘ | on the standard English and black English forms of the listening com—

prehension task. at the different grade levels. The results .seem to-

indicate that the_ third and fifth grade subJects used in this study

| 7
.

14 -
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N

“'may be aurally bidialectal and the degree to which they are aurally
bidialectal Fid not chunge significantly with grade level.

‘Some implications of this study may be drawn for teachers First,
black English-speaking children who do not exhibit interferente from
their primary dialect when confronted with beginning reading materials
written in standard English may exhibit ipterference‘once the materials
become more difficulé and more syntacticsl differences betﬁeen stgndard
English and black English emerge. Second, the degree to which black
English-speaking children are auraldy bidialectal at grade three will
.probably not increase éignificantly over the neit two years.

| .
This study oy no means settles the issue of when dialect inter-
ference is no longer a problem for black'English—speaking:children

¢

learning to read standard English. This study dealt solely . with subJects
who had already been exposed to reading instruction. Furthermore, u
the subjects in this study had probably never been exposed to black
English reading materials prior to ‘thei'r participation in, this study.

. Finally, comprehension was limited solely'to factual comprehension; no
inferences should be made to other ‘more difficult types of comprehension

tasks (e.g. critical and. inferential comprehension)
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. ENGLISH
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T.istening |
Comprehension : \'
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- Jradg Ofle "2

. Tablé 1

. Examples of Reading Tasks

) h]
]

"One day 88 golng to- school

I stopped to see the pupples, This -_
- one clinbed out of the box, He
climbed into my échoplﬁag. ) I yent ' |

to scI)o‘dl".'

i
T

1. VWho étopped‘ to see-the pupples?

. 2. Where was he golng when he
stopped to sgg,»then? )
3, What 414, the Duppy clinb into?f-
1. What did Jimm' ,dq ;aftnr the
puppy climbed into the bag?

R When should you glve your cat

If your pet {sa cat, give her

some {1sh now and then, end & lttle

meat\on the dayn when she doesn't
na‘{e fehgr ﬁooked “Qge’mbles are

. gooé i‘or her, ii‘ ske Wil eat

‘then. Give your cat someugreen

food 1f whe can't ,get out of doors
.t fnd 1 for heyself, Kitty |
1kes lots of milk, too, of

course, And catnip 1s good for ;'

 her,

‘U

.
\

1 What three things ere you

‘ t@id to"feed your cat?
2 Yhet days should you give
her cooked vegetables"

 green food?
4 What does Kitty like 8 lot?

Suipran-a28y -

o1
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7 Table 1
‘ T o " (continued)
,R T k T . b . | ‘g:a | "
.eadig 48 | ‘Dial‘ect S G?ade Onei. . .
* . / C :

I8
A

BLACK EN(QL-I/ H- I'sinschool. Eveffyone vas

o N very still, I heard a puppy go
‘ + "~ Bow=wow! Ilooked in my

, school bag! | 'it

"&‘ '
n I R
/ ' !l
/ ¢ ‘
. ,‘f : b N o
" Listening Compiéhension r‘ C 1, Where's Jimmy?

2, The roon, quievt‘, .or nojgy?
"3, Who Jimy hear?
4, Yhat Jimry Tind?

" [Kc

A v 7o providea by eric . (

Grade Three

C

=

< If your pet {s'a dog, feed him
jwell, but not too well, Glve him
~ one pgood- rﬂeal,;a day-, and $wo whe_n

- itjéi very told. Feed hin‘lldiog-

| ‘biscuit, orelge give hin scraps
of tiest and vegetableshnd cere I

and brow bread fron the tp{xe |

- Brush your dog, and give M a
bath with soap now and then, gnd-‘

he won't ha\_re fleas,

1. What five- fodds you told to
feed:your dog? |

2. How many feals a day you ;
told to ghve your dog fn July?”

3. Where you get oot of the food
for your dog?

4. What reascn the aythor glve
you for brushing and. bathing
your dog?

Bujpean-a8y

s "

-

¥
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. (contdnued)

" DMaleet  Grade One *'" C
S . . J
. o . B ‘ " . o ) ' oo R . . A
,Red@in T?“*“ R . ~ A man Wgs walking up the street,’ Many people were busy all week on |
g 4 © " When'he came to yellow howse, - emty lot neer the park,
S T ANDARD '

" he stopped A little girl ranto ,Sevev-al boys’ were cleaning 1 ot‘f

/ : | BN G L SH * him, “Hello, Father, " she safd, | . Seven of them pleked up old -
| ] N " "o you have @ big’ surprise for me" h ‘-bpards, sticka, and dry branches.
; ‘* _ h “Ihe girl laughed "I A very ;ood M chers eut the tall grass wnd
- L LTy o \_catried 1t away. Then all the
R C o . "._girls reked the ground and made
| hl " o - i - \ " 1t smooth, - At last two men came
o ‘ . .i , o _, VA | | "and buil%astrong fenqe. Then
, - EEEVRRE N C | & ' - thechi@renhadasafeplay
- ( - \ - R | BT ground
lcdmprehensiop | ) S 1, Who was 'comj:g up Yhe street? 1 What were the people in the ' 2
g 2 ¥ho rerl $o neet the nan? - stoy naking? ‘. | ;.:
. | L3 What ws the girl hoping hep 2, Yhere were-thé}rg%ing"the | a ﬁ“
| | o father had for her? DA :playgroun.du? E |
by The surprise was for what kind 3. Who raked the ground and made
. - of gl o i suooth? S
;-'. b ' ; o 'Y Wha’o did the men do to make N-:

the playground safe? L

) 5
. v
. i N .
' . . : ’ .
[Kc , . . C o .
AR e provided by Eric . ) . .
. . N .
- . ' ) L] v [ . N
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i A - o (contimed} ©
'  Dalect Grade One .
Oral Readlng = | This boy meke & b tone‘\day,
and Oal Reading 1 © "here can Iplaywith 1t?, e .
- Comprehension BLA CK . agk, Dﬁddy say, "Get 1n'the car
D ENGLIS’ with me. we%can‘ take 1t with
| STANDARD us," "Stop,") the boy say when

ORTHO -~ - He seen sone water. "Can I. .
" Y GRAPHY , . . play with it here?" "fea, "
o a Daddy'sgzy. "Have fun', -

e

o LWt theboy ket
» 2, What be going to do with 11

Y inthe ear?
L " c | 4. When he "_‘seen the water, what
‘ he ask hig Daddy to do?

EKC : 7' ‘ ,. : . & Co
R oy
) . B . . , ‘ ) t

'3\: Wiat he seen when he was riding.

3 What aninal got the boy in

-, Grade Three

\

¥

It wis pet day at the fair. ,
. Children way vaiting for the

animal parade to starf, They
had trained their pefs todoa |

.ot of tricks, . There was & tall

boy who have a goat thdt make

him get {n frouble, It kieked .\ .

and-trded hard to get anay fom
him, When it heard the band

}i got quiet, s the parade , 1t
danced so good, it got a prize,

; 1 ¥hat kind of day was it at

Cthe falrd -~ 0 0
2 What did. the children train *
’eheir pets o do?

=

Z . .
' saspeaoTroy

trouble? |
by vgmat A4 the goat do thg*g
made it win a prize? k
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RN G Tabled
r S (continued) |
Dalebt Grade e Crade Three ,
01‘@ Reading ;A eat veme fin her ttens " One day in de sumish, tein ’
and Oral Reading " Her look in de house an all over  brovahs Walk to de lake wid

Coaprehensian , de farn, But she ain't findem . derwle ta flab. Deybe /N
i R BLACK o Den e qnwah cat seen a girl.  sittin waitin fo sone fish to |
| ENGLISH "Mew," her say. "Hep me fin me bite. Den a boy got dis -
NONSTAND A RD ki{cten_s.-'lf De girl was leffin - Dite, He got so escited, dap',
ORTHOGRA P gy o ghe 88y, "Look, yog kittens‘ he drop de pole in de watah,
. | .ig cpmin to fin you." : De f1sh swin way wif it t‘ass. |
- ' L' f | | o Den de fble disappear.l Qe o
a / T ‘ . ‘surprised boy loqk at his
e Uy & wieltan den he laffed, g
o . 1. Wha & cat lookin x“or? L 1 THow den boys Aan der wele
, .a\‘ | \ ':i 2, Wha 14 Look fn? NI gt to de fake! . .
G - 3.;Who de cat'tell fo hep?"\u | . "2 ¥ha dey t0 whin dey vag o .
B R o o Who.came to n e cat? | . -waltin fo de ﬂah ta bite? °E |
| o “ B ‘\n o o e wyovinbe ot 9
A Y | ‘ - - . abitejgn got escﬂed?, ' " ?
. ; 1' ( U o | 4, ¥hin de boy get ourprised SR
v . o | - ~ whin de pole was losg, Wi
L | o “he dof o b
.

[Aruten provided oy eric
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) ' v table ,Zb / ’ ./'
) ‘ . Correlation and & values ¥
b o b
A . |
_ : " ) : "
+ Pearaon product-moront % ___ Tuird emde lovel -~ “Fifta :madejlnvey
correlation botween . . Codreletion  zvalve Correlwtion  “svaluo 0D
¢ coelticient coelficient \J ‘ ,
;. J \ * ' 4 \ 7 ) s ' .
\\" \ L ‘ . K g J . \ . b
Standard Englich _ F

ol rtading
©and D
Yacl Eazlien standard
orthograpiy oral,kr'eading

Ladned Biglish
orel reding

end

Black Englich ronstandand .

orniopraphy oral reading

Black English standard
orthography oral reading -
cand T g

Black tnodich nowstandard *

orthographiy oral readlng .

[}

w  Cerprehension |
oand
- Black Englich standard
orurorraphy oral reading-
. ¢ozprehension

Standaxd English oral reading

&

M 10

|76A| 1000

~

o
1

91 a5

1

~_

&0

8

23
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) o ' ) Table 2. (continued) . o
A Correlations end 2 valuds.. o o ,‘
. ‘ ,

o

) ' | ' Tnind gty dovel Fifth rmadeddoysl S
/ , Pearuomprodt.c..—nomc'lt - Co:':c..,tlox.,. 'lz vapue. Codesation 2 volue /A
’ - eorre lat'ion between cocffickent ‘ '*“flclen‘ | {

.
/ ' . L 2
. .

S (“ : . . , By ‘ .o
Standard English oxél realing. e /’ . ‘
comprehension ”} B -

o ~ iy S B Y o
Black Ennlish nonstandard o o o
orthography oral reading , ' ot o |
'ccr;}ﬁhenuon ' - L I |

.

‘Black Enclich standerd SERCE
Lhonraphj oral readfhy /,/ .
orprenension . A . :
. : and L ‘075 ‘_ i 197, -;79 ' 1007 ’ 065
- Black Enplish nonstandard ', ‘ - o | '
~ orthorraphy oral reacing - A

AT c

cc.rprehensxon , /

Sté.ndard Snplis
- compgphension
' « and s
* Black Enguish lste
conprehenaxon ]

\
listening
)
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